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PART  I. 

ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


I. 

Observations  on  the  Nature  and  Cause  of  certain  Accidents  "which 
sometimes  occur  in  Battle^  and  have  been  usuatly  asaibed  to  tk^ 
«  IVind  of  a  Ball. "     By  Mr  Daniel  ELlis. 

^T'he  accidents  which  form  the  subject  of  the  present  comimuni- 

•^   cation  are  of  a  kind  so  singular,  and,  in  their  nature,  sp  re-* 

mote  from  common  experience,  that  3ome  persons,  unable  to 

account  for  them  on  known  mechanical  principles,  have  been  led 

altogether  to  doubt  their  oc^urrenc^ ;  while  otj^ers,  who  admit 

their  existence,  have  resorted  to  explanations  which  appear  to  be 

irreconcileable  with  the  ordinary  operation  pf  mechanical  agents. 

With  respect  to  the  actual  occurrence  of  such  accidents,  the 

following  instances  are  related  in  so  circumstantial  a  manner^ 

and  come  Recommended  by  such  respectable  authority,  that  it 

seems  iiApossible  to  refuse  them  credit :  and^  an  attempt,  there* 

fore,  to  assimilstte  them  to  the  effects  produced  by  other  known 

agents,  and  to  assign  a  prob^ible  explanation  of  t}ie  mode  in 

which  they  may  be  occasioned,  will  not,  it  is  hoped,  be  deem^ 

linacceptabie  to  tiie  readers  of  the  Medical  Journal', 

VOL.  viir.  K^.  39.  4i-  » 


2  Mr  Ellis^5  Observations  on  Accidents  Jiaiv 

**  There  is  a  singular  species  of  accident, "  says  Dr  Blane,  **  to 
which  engagements  at  sea  are  liable,  called,  perhaps  improperly, 
the  wind  of  a  ball.  In  whatever  manner  it  is  accounted  lor,  it 
is  a  fact,  that  a  pf  rt  is  sometimes  severely  hurt,  and  even  life 
destroyed,  without  any  visible  external  injury  or  breach  of  parts, 
or  any  appearance  of  the  body  from  whence  tne  injury  proceeded. 
There  were  two  instances,  in  the  last  battle,  *  of  a  ball  passing 
dose  to  the  stomach,  and  producing  instant  death.  The  one 
was  a  lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Oak,  tne  other  a  common  sailor 
of  the  Bedford.  A  man  in  another  ship,  in  consequence  of  a 
ball  passing  close  to  his  belly,  remained  without  sense  or  motion 
for  some  time,  and  a  large  livid  tumor  arose  on  the  part,  but  he 
recovered.  I  attended  a  man  at  the  hoi^ital  at  Barbadoes,  who 
Iiad  the  buttons  of  his  trowsers  carried  o£f  by  a  cannon-ball, 
without  any  breach  in  the  skin»  The  pubes  was  lived  and  swelled 
for  some  time  after :  he  suffered  exquisite  pain  from  strangury, 
which  seemed  to  proceed  from  a  paralysis  of  the  bladder ;  for 
he  voided  no  urine  without  a  catheter  iot  nearly  three  months, 
afler  which  time  he  recovered,  .f  know  a  brave  young  officer  f 
in  the  army,  who  had  his  epaulette  carried  off  by  a  cannon-ball 
at  Charlestown,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  shoulder  and  ad- 
jacent parts  of  the  neck  were  affected  for  some  time.  A  Mke 
accident  happened  to  a  marine  officer  in  one  of  the  late  engage- 
ments ;  but  in  neither  of  these  was  the  head  materially  affected, 
nor  is  it  so  apt  to  be  afi^ted  in  this  way  as  the  stomach.  I  never 
knew  death  the  consequence  of  the  wind  of  a  ball  on  the  head  ; 
though  an  officer  |  in  the  Sultan,  at  the  battle  of  Grenada,  was 
so  stunned  by  a  shot  passing  close  to  his  temple,  as  to  be 
insensible  for  some  time,  but  he  recovered  entirely  in  a  few 
hours.  '* 

"  In  some  cases,  '^  continues  Dr  Blane,  **  the  bones  sustained 
a  severe  injury  from  accidents  of  this  kind.  Two  instances  of 
it  have  come  to  my  knowledge:  the  one  was  an  officer,  who  fell 
down  during  an  engagement  without  any  obvious  cause.  Up6n 
examination,  the  thi^  was  found  to  be  broken,  and  the  limb' 
was  two  inches  shorter,  which  seemed  to  proceed  from  the  bone 
being  pulverized,  as  it  were.  There  was  no  pain.  The  integu- 
ments were  not  in  the  least  injured ;  so  that  this  appears  to  have 
been  what  is  caUed  the  ^^  wind  of  a  ball,"  but  what  ought,  mor&^ 


♦  In  the  West  Indies,  April  1782. 

f  The  Hon.  Captain  Fitzroy,  now  Lord  Southampton. 

p  Colonel  Markbam. 
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properly,  perhaps,  to  bs  termed  the  bruih  of  a  ball.  In  the  o- 
ther  instance,  two  of  the  false-ribs  were  fractured  and  dislo- 
cated, with  very  little  visible  affection  of  the  skin,  though  the 
clothes  were  torn.  This  accident  proVed  fatal.  "  Dr  filane' 
adds,  that  •*  animals  are  affected  by  these  accidents  as  well  asr 
men.  A  cow*  in  the  Duke  was  Killed  in  one  of  the  actions  in 
April,  by  a  double- headed  shot  passing  close  to  the  small  of  her 
back."* 

To  these  examples,  I  will  add  one  which  I  lately  met  with  irt 
a  small  provincial  work,  in  which  it  is  stated,  th^t^  "  during  the 
blockade  of  Ponteff act  Castle,  in  the  year  i645,  by  the  ParKa-i 
ment's  arn^,  as  Sir  Thomas  lairfax  and  Cotonel  Forbes  were 
standing  and  conversing  together,  a  cannoit-shot  from  the  castle 
passed  betwixt  them^  the  wind  of  which  cast  them  both  to  the 

¥*  ornid.     Col6nel  Forbes  lojst  one  eye  by  the  accident,  but  Sir 
homis  received  no  material  injury.  "  f 

By  the  favour  of  a  friend,  who,  at  my  request,  obtained  the 
particulars  from  an  officer  of  rank  in  the  Eiast  India  CompanyV 
service,  I  am  enabled  to  communicate  the  foMowing  additicnaf 
cases.— At  the  battle  of  RohScttnd,  in  the  year  1774,  a  cannon- 
shot  passed  between  the  thighs  of  the  oflScer  who  commanded 
the  artillery,  and  occasioned  much  blackness  iii  both  thighs,  but 
without  producing  any  breach  in  the  skiii.  A  similar  occurrence 
took  place  in  the  year  1781,  in  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  the 
Ghauts,  where  a  shot  passed  between  the  thighs  of  an  officer  of 
the  Bombay  establishmetit,  and  produced  effects  similar  to  those 
described  ahove.  Both  these  officers  are  stil)  living  in  England, 
and  have  riseh  to  high  stations  in  xke  army.  At  the  siege  of 
Bassain,  near  Bombay,  iii  the  year  1780,  a  sepoy,  who  was 
placed  in  die  trenches  to  look  out  for  shot.  Was  too  late  in 
dipping;  and  a  shot,  in  consequence,  knocked  off  his  turban  in- 
to the  trench  behind  him.  Tne  sepoy  jumped  down  to  pick  it 
np.  A  surgeon,  who  happened  to  be  near  the  spot,  immediate- 
ly went  io  him ;  but  founds  on  examination,  that  the  head  was 
not  in  the  least  touched  by  the  ball.  From  the  state  of  the 
pulse,  however,  the  siirgeoh'  deemed  it  necessary  to  send  the  man 
to  the  hospital ;  and  thoogh  no  cisternal  injury  coiild  be  dis* 
covered,  the  nftm  died  in  les^  than  4-8  hours  after  the  accident. 
The  officer  who  communicated  these  facts,  and  who  was  in  the 
trenches  at  the  time,  thinks  he  heard  it  said  that  the  surgeon y< 
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(Boyd),  examined  the  sepoy's  bead  after  death ,  and  foand  an, 
effusion  of  blood. 

The  same  friend  has  informed  me  that  a  gentleman,  now  re«. 
Sident  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland^,  while  serving  as  w  officer 
in  the  trenches  at  the  siege  of  Bergen-op-Zoomy  and  in  the  act 
of  stooping  to  assist  a  soldier  who  had  fallen,  lost  instanta^ 
neously  the  sight  of  one  eye,  and  gradually  that. of  the  other^ 
in  consequence  of  a  cannon-ball  passing  across  his  face,  but 
without  touching  it|  and  lodging  in  the  opposite  side  of  the 
trench. 

By  another  friend,  who  served  as  an  officer  at  the  si^e  of 
Seringapatam,  I  have  been  informed  that  a  lieutenant  of  the  2d 
battalion  of  Bengal  Volunteers,  when  standing  in  the  trenchesT 
before  that  place,  was  struck  down  by  a  cannon-ball  passing 
close  to  his  thigh,  which  was  rendered  perfectly  black ;   but 
there  was  no  preach  of  the  external  skin,  nor  other  visible  sign 
of  injury.     In  another  instancCj  a  ball  passed  close  to  the  face 
of  anotner  officer  of  the  same  battalion,   which  .struck  him 
down,  and  caused  a  blackness  of  the  side  of  the  face ;  but  pro- 
duced no  other  sensible  injury.     The  same  gentleman,  however^, 
informs  me^  that  Captain  M.  of  the  Bengal  Native  Infantrv,  while 
serving  in  the  ai-my  with  Lord  Lake  in  the  west  9f  India,  lost, 
the  si^t  of  both  eyes  by  the  passage  of , a  cannon- ball  across  hia^ 
face,  which,  however,  inflicted  no  external  mark  of  injury.     To 
these  instances  may  be  added  that  of  Colonel  M..  of' the  Bengal 
Artillery,  who,  at  the  siese  of  Seringapatam,  while  standing  in 
one  of  the  batteries,  and  koking  through  a  telescope  at  the  ene- 
my's works,  at  the  distance  of.  between  400  and  500  yards,  was 
struck  hy  a  cannon-ball,  which  broke,  his  fore- arm,  and  passed 
across  his  breast,  but  without  touching  it.     His  arm  was  ampu«. 
tated  above  the  elbow,  and  nothing  unfavourable  occurred  in, 
the  operation.     He  died,  however,  in  a  few  Idays,  not,  *  as  was . 
conceived,  from  the  effects  of  the  injury  done  to  the  arm,  but 
from  the  "  wind  of  the  ball,  "  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  sur- 
geon, acted  on  his  chest,  which  was  rendered  perfectly  black,, 
although  the  external  skin  remained  quite  sound.  .  All  these  in- 
stances are  represented  to  have  created  much  discussion  among 
the  medical  officers  of  the  Indian  army  j  and  were  generally 
considered  by  them  to  be  produced  by  what  has  been  caUea 
the  «  wind  of  a  ball.  "  . 

'  I  have  been  anxious  to  collect  examples  of  these  accident» 
from  diffisrent  agd  distant  sources,  since  they  affi^rd  the  l)est 
means  of  counteracting  that  incredulity  with  which,  I  know, 
that  most  persons  are,,  at.first,  disposed  to  regard  them;  but,. 
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after  the  detail  which  has  now  been  given,  I  cannot  but  think, 
with  Dr  Blane,  that  the  facts,  which  establish  their  occurrence, 
"  dtf  not  admit  of  doubt. "  The  mannef-y  however,  in  \<^hich  the 
effects  are  produced  is,  he  adds,  matter  of  conjecture ;  but,  per-' 
haps,  it  is  owing  to  the  compression  and  tremor  of  the  air,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  resistance  to  the  motion  of  the  ball.  From  the* 
circumstance  of  the  bones  being  sometimes  broken,  mere  proxi"* 
mtyy  according  to  him,  is  not  sufficient  to  produce  the  effect ; 
there  must  be  some  sort  of  contact ;  and  perhaps,  he  adds,  it  is' 
e3cplicable  as  follows :  ^^  It  has  been  ascertained  that  all  balls 
and  bullets,  except  those  from  rifltd  pieces,  have  a  rotatory  mo- 
tion in  their  flight.  It  is  evident,  that  this  motion,  on  one  side 
of  the  ball,  will  coincide  with  the  direction  of  its  flight,  and  the 
other  will  be  in  the  opposite  direction.  Now,  if  the  latter  side 
should  come  in  contact  with  any  part  of  the  body,  it  is  conceiv- 
able tliat,  in  place  of  carrying  it  away,  it  would  roll  over  it,  as 
it  were,  and  only  make  a  contusion,  "  * 

Granting,  however,  that  the  air,  on  these  occasions,  suffers 
compression  and  tremor,  or  that  the  ball  itself  acquires  a  rota- 
tory motion  in  its  flight,  yet  many  of  the  eflects  described  by 
Dr  Blane,  cannot,  with  any  probability,  be  attributed  to  the 
operation  of  these  causes.  JJo  force,  for  example,  impressed 
npon  the  air,  nor  any  motion  communicated  to  a  ball,  can  enable 
these  agents,  in  a  mechanical  manner,  to  impair  vision,  paralyze 
the  bladder,  break  the  bones,  and  even  destroy  life,  without  in- 
fiictingany  *'  visible  external  injury,  or  breach  of  the  parts."  Some 
sort  of  contact,  indeed,  Dr  Blane  declai*es  to  be  necessary;  but, 
surrounded  as  the  thigh- bone  is  with  integumental  and  muscular 
substance,  how  can  that  contact,  by  which  it  is  **  pulverized, " 
take  place,  *'  without  the  integuments  being  in  the  least  in- 
jured ? "  The  ordinary  effect  of  a  canon-ball,  when  it  strikes 
the  body  at  a  very  considerable  distance,  is  to  wound  and  muti- 
late it  in  a  greater  or  less  degree ;  but,  in  most  of  the  examples 
above  given,  although  tlie  distance  seldom  exceeded  a  few  hun- 
dred yards,  no  external  wound  was  made.  Even  spent  musket- 
balls,  when  incapable  of  hurting  the  bones,  often  penetrate  die 
soft  parts,  and  pursue  extraordinary  courses  in  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  resisted  and  turned  aside  by  the  bones.  In  some 
of  the  cases,  however,  which  have  just  been  quoted,  the  bones 
done  suffered ;  while  the  soft  parts,  which  enveloped  them, 
continued  sound.  These  facts,  in  common  with  many  others, 
leem  clearly  to  prove,  that  it  is  not  to  the  contact,  but  to  th^ 
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proximity^  of  the  ball,  that  the  violent  effecte,  describ^id  above, 
are  truly  to  be  referred.  To  me,  indeed,  these  accidente  ap- 
pear altogether  different  from  those  produced  by  the  operation  of 
ordinnry  mechariical  agents;  and  bear,  in  all  their  circumstaoceat 
a  much  uearer  resemblance  to  the  effects  which,  in  many  cases, 
aucceed  to  the  action  of  atmospheric  lUctricity.  In  support  of  thi^ 
opinion,  I  beg  leaye  to  adduce  the  folK)wing  examples. 

A  man  was  suddenly  attacked  with  failure  of  sight,  and  a 
sense  rf  fullness  and  uneasiness  in  the  stomach,  which  be  first 
felt  after  being  exposed  to  a  flash  cf  lightning ;  his  sight  gra- 
dually declined,  and,  although  no  alteration  occurred  in  the 
state  of  his  pulse  or  skin,  he  continued  to  grow  worse,  and  died 
on  the  (ifth  day-  On  opening  the  body,  all  the  vii>cera^  except 
the  stomach,  were  i^pparently  sound  j  but  that  organ  seemed  to 
be  in  a  jnortifipd  state.  This  state,  it  is  added,  was  doubtless 
occasioned  by  Ihq  flash  of  lightning,  and  yet  no  mark  was  visi- 
ble on  the  teguments  of  the  body,  through  which  the  electric 
tuattcr  must  have  passed.  *  The  loss  of  senses  anci  motion,  and 
tlie  formation  of  hvid  marks,  which  havp  been  ascribed  to  the 
*'  wind  of  a  ball,*'  are  likewise  common  consequences  of  the 
operation  of  lightning.  In  one  fetal  case,  recorded  in  the  Phi- 
losophical Transactions,  the  electric  matter  entered  the  body 
under  the  left  ear,  and  passed  down  the  back>  which  it  rendered 
as  ^^  black  as  ink. "  f  In  a  second  instance,  sensation  and  circu- 
lation seemed  to  be  suspended  by  a  stroke  of  lightning,  and  it 
left  a  black  mark  on  the  thigh,  which  disappeared  in  a  few  days, 
and  sensation  also  returnjed.  :j:  In  a  third  case,  a  man  was 
struck  dead  by  lightning,  and  his  body  was  rendered  totally 
black:  his  clothes  were  torn,  but  no  particular  flesh  wound  wa« 
made.  |1  TJie  circumstances  of  the  buttons  being  torn  from  the 
clothes,  and  the  epaulettes  carried  away  by  the  ^*  wind  of  a 
ball,  "  are  likewise  analogous  to  the  efiects  sometimes  produce4 
by  liglitningj  for,  in  the  foregoing  casps,  tha  mpt^hc  sub- 
stances, about  the  persons  struck,  was,  in  some  instances  fused : 
in  others,  it  was  torn  from  the  clothes;  and  in  others  it  re- 
mained uninjured.  Lastly,  thje  fracture  of  the  bones,  without 
injury  to  the  skin^  is  also  affected  by  the  agency  of  lightning ; 
Thus  a  person  at  Troyes  was  killed  by  lightning,  and  his  bone^ 
^vere  found  broken,  without  any  appearance  of.  external  injury. 
Muschenbrbek  relates  a  similar  fact  that  came  within  his  owa 
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knowtedge.  During  n  th^mdeF-storm,  the  lightning  struck  a 
flock  of  sheep,  which  were  all  instantly  killed,  and  their  bones 
broken  into  minute  pieces  and  dispersed  through  the  6esb,  with- 
ent  any  external  lesion.*  Extraordinary  as  these  facts  may 
seem,  they  will  perhaps  appear  less  wonderful  to  those  who  have 
experienced  a  smart  shotk  from  a  common  electrical  machine^ 
in  which,  although  no  effect  is  produced  on  the  skin,  a  momen- 
tary sensation  of  fracture  Is  communicated  by  the  bones,  arising^ 
no  doubt,  from  their  imperfectly  conducting  power ;  while  the 
soft  parts,  by  yielding  a  ready  transit  to  the  subtile  matter,  im- 
part no  such  feeling. 

The  foregoing  facts  sufficiently  prore,  that  all  the  peculiar 
effects,  usually  ascribed  to  the  •*  wind  of  a  ball, "  are  likewise 
occasioned  by  the  varied  operation  of  atmospheric  electricity  ; 
for,  in  both  cases,  persons  arc  suddenly  struck  down  with  loss 
of  sense  and  motion,  vision  is  impaireo  or  irreparably  injured, 
the  body  is  discoloured,  the  nerves  paralyzed,  the  bones  brdcen, 
and  even  life  destroyed,  **  without  any  visible  external  injury  or 
breach  of  parts,  or  any  appearance  of  the  body  from  whence  the 
injury  proceeded.**  The  fact,  also,  of  metallic  matter  being 
torn  from  the  clothes,  without  the  ball  having  actually  touched 
them,  is  a  circumstance  so  truly  electrical,  as  to  be  almost  of  it- 
self sufficient  to  identify  the  nature  of  the  agents  by  which  such 
effects  are  produced.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  asserted,  that 
many  of  the  effects  above  mentioned,  both  in  tneir  nature  and 
in  the  mode  of  their  occurrence,  are  such  as  cannot  be  occa- 
sioned by  any  ordinary  mechanical  agent;  and  must  therefore 
be  attributed  to  the  operation  of  electricity,  or  of  scmie  subtile 
matter,  possessed  of  similar  powers.  Are  there  then  sufficient 
reasons  for  believing  that  electric,  or  other  similar  matter,  exists 
in  the  air,  and  may  be  accumulated  or  developed,  by  the  mo- 
tion of  a  cannon-ball,  in  a  quantity  adequate  to  produce  the  ex- 
traordinary effects  ascribed  to  the  "  wind  of  a  ball  ?  " 

It  is  known  that  electric  matter  is  abundantly  diffused  through 
the  atmosphere,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  is  often  accumulated  in 
a  quantity  sufficient  to  produce  the  most  violent  effects ;  but  it 
cannot,  I  think,  be  reasonably  maintained,  that  a  cannon-ball, 
in  its  flight  through  so  small  a  portion  of  air,  is  able,  by  fric- 
tion or  other  means,  to  collect,  from  this  source  alone,  electri- 
city sufficient  to  produce  the  accidents  ascribed  to  the  "  wind  of 
a  ball." 

BesideSi  however,  yielding  the  electricity  which  may  be  dif- 

*  ^obei^teoa's  ^ist  of  the  Atmosphere,  yol.  ii.  p.  909; 
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fused  through  it,  many  facts  show  that  a  subtile  matter,  possess* 
ing  electrical  properties,  may  be  developed  from  the  air  by  the 
operations  oi chemical  action.  Chemists  have  amply  proved,  tbat^ 
ail  permanently  elastic  fluids  owe  their  gaseous  form  to  the  pre-  . 
eence  of  caloric  jn  ai  lattnt  state  ;  and  that,  when  the  elasticity 
of  the  gas  is  red^ced  pr  overcome,  its  latent  caloric  is  ipore  or 
less  set  free.  The  oxygenous  portion  of  our  atmosphere  con- 
tains a  large  quantity  of  this  latent  heat,  and  when,  in  combus- 
tion or  other  chemical  operations,  this  gas  loses  its  elasticity^ 
its  caloric  is  developed,  and  exhibited  in  a  sensible  state* 

But  this  subtile  or  calorific  matter,  which  oxygen  gas  is  thus 
capdble  of  affording,  may  be  made  to  exhibit  the  properties  of  the 
electric  fluid ;  for  Dr  WoUaston  found  that  this  gas  contributed 
to  the  production  of  electricity,  by  entering  into  combination 
with  the  amalga[m  of  the  rubber  of  the  machine ;  and  that,  when 
the  machine  was  duly  insulated,  no  electricity  was  developed, 
either  if  the  oxygen  gas  w^s  withdrawn,  or  if  an  amalgam,  in- 
capable of  o^^idation,  was  employed  :  * — facts  which  seem  clearly 
to  prove,  that  the  air  contains,  in  a  latent  state,  electric,  or  other 
similar  mattey ;  and  that  it  yietlds  this  matter,  in  a  sensible  state, 
when,  in  these  instances,  it  enters  into  chemical  combination. 

Farther,  a  subtile  matter,  resembling  in  its  properties  the  elec- 
tric fluid,  is  developed  from  the  air,  when  its  elasticity  is  redu- 
ced by  mechanical  meaps.  By  simply  doubling  the  ordinary  den- 
ait\  of  the  air,  Mr  Dalton  found  that  caloric  was  disengaged  suf- 
ficient to  raise  the  teiDperature  several  degrees ;  f  and  in  the 
greater  and  more  rapid  condensation  to  which  the  air  is  submit- 
ted in  an  air  gun^  a  flash  of  light  is  sometimes  visible,  as  Mr 
yietcher  observed.  %  RI.  Mullet  farther  remarked,  that  combus- 
tible substances  were  readilj  inflamed  in  a  condensing  syringe,  by 
a  few  strokes  of  the  piston  ;  §  and  in  subsequent  experiments  of 
j\|.  Blot,  oxygen  and  hydrogen  gases,  mingled  m  tlie  proportions 
proper  to  form  water,  affbrded,  by  their  rapid  condensation, 
i^ubtile  matter  sufficient  to  inflame  them,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  with  the  saitie  phenomena,  as  the  electric  spark  operates.  |j 
"Without  contending,  therefore,  for  Uie  absolute  identity  of  calo- 
ric and  the  electric  fluid,  these  facts  must  be  allowed  to  prove 
that  a  subtile  matter,  exhibiting  the  appearances  and  possessing 
the  distinguishing  properties  ot  that  fluid,  exists  in  gaseous  bo-* 
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i   KIcholson*s  Journal,  vol.  x.  p.  2S0. 

^  Philosophical  Magazine,  xiv.  p.  265. 

jj    Ilauys  Tmite  Ue  Phys.  tgip*  ii.  p.  "»''> 
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^ies ;  and  that  it  may  br  developed  by  reducing  their  elasticity, 
whether  this  be  accomplished  by  chemical  or  mechanical  means. 
Is  it  then  probable  that  a  cannon- ball,  in  its  flight  throusrh  the 
air,  acts  upon  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  develop  and  accumur 
late  a  quantity  of  this  subtile  matter  ? 

By  those  philosophers,  who  have  particularly  directed  their 
attention  to  the  motion  of  projectiles,  we  are  informed^  that 
elastic  fluids,  as  that  of  the  atmosphere,  do  not  quickly  fill  up 
the  space  quitted  by  the  body  in  motion,  but  ccmdense  more  and 
more  before  it  the  quicker  it  moves.  From  the  experiments  of 
Dr  Huiton,  it  appears,  that  a  cannon- ball,  of  about  two  inches 
ia  diameter,  moving  with  the  velocity  of  1000  feet  per  second, 
encounters  a  resistance  from  the  air  equal  to  350  ounces ;  whilQ 
the  resistance  opposed  to  the  same  ball,  when  moving  with  a 
double  velocity,  is  equal  to  1569  ounces,  or  more  than  four 
times  as  great.  *  By  this  increasing  resistance,  and  consequent 
condensation  of  the  air,  its  latent  caloric  will  necessarily  be  de* 
veloped ;  and  as  this  subtile  matter  has  been  shown,  in  so  mai^y 
of  its  properties,  to  resemble  the  electric  fluid,  it  may,  like  it,  be 
supposed  to  accumulate  in  the  bal),  and  be  carried  forward  with 
it,  either  till  the  velocity  of  the  ball  so  much  diminish  as  to  per- 
mit its  gradual  diffusion,  or  till,  like  the  electric  fluid,  it  be  sud- 
denly drawn  off,  in  the  passage  of  the  ball,  by  some  less  highly- 
charged  conducting  substance.  In  the  latter  event,  it  may,  ac- 
cording to  its  intensity,  produce  those  accidents  already  related ; 
aad  hence  the  effects,  usually  ascribed  to  the  is:ind  of  a  bally  may 
be  considered  as,  in  their  nature,  truly  clcctncal,  and  as  really 
paused  by  the  agency  of  the  subtile  matter  developed  by  the  co7i^ 
detisatiofi  if  the  air  duiing  the  projectile's  rapid  motion. 

I  may  a(jd,  that  those  who  have  witnessed  the  efiects  of  the 
calori^c  matter,  developed  by  the  condensation  of  a  few  cubic 
inches  of  air,  in  a  common  syringe,  will  readily  conceive  wliat 
way  be  the  operation  of  a  24?  pounder,  the  section  of  whose 
gr^t  circle  i^^bout  25  square  inches,  and  which,  therefore,  in 
a  flight  of  300  yards,  or  &hout  point- blanc  range j  must,  in  half  a 
second  of  time,  act  upon  and  displace  156  cubic  feet  of  air. 

But  this  accumulation  of  subtile  matter,  which  has  been  thus 
supposed  to  attend  the  rapid  motion  of  a  ball,  can,  in  consis- 
tency with  the  principles  above  stated,  occur  only  in  the  earlier 
period  of  its  flight ;  since  it  then  not  only  acts  on  a  greater 
quantity  of  air  in  a  shorter  time,  but  this  air,  by  its  greater  re- 
liance then,  also  suffers  greater  condens  ition.     At  very  small 

■ 

1  ■  r     -i_rii-    ^-     fi.    -■      -        1..         I  I    _         -  iL  ■         -       ■  ..  —       -    -  -    -    ■ 

•  Hutton's  Phil.  Diet,  vol  ii.  p,  36^, 
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distances,  also,  it  is  prt)bable  that,  atthougfa  the  imfiai  veloeitjr 
of  the  ball  be  so  groat,  yet  no  considerable  accamulation  of  6ul>* 
file  matter  will  take  place,  because  sufficient  space  will  not  have 
been  traversed  to  enable  the  air  to  afford  it ;  while,  at  very 
fjreat  distances,  as  the  velocity  declines,  the  resistance  diminish'- 
€s,  and  the  air  will  then  no  longer  be  condensed  in  a  degree  suf- 
ficient to  yield  its  latent  calorific  matter.  It  is  possible  also  that, 
ii¥  a  very  moist  atmosphere,  no  great  accumulation  will  arise^ 
beeauf^e  the  conducting  and  dispersing  property  of  the  air,  may 
then  nearly  or  quite  equal  the  condensing  and  accumulating 
power  of  the  ball ;  while,  in  a  very  dry  atmosphere,  less  subtile 
matter  will  be  carried  oil',  and  more,  therefore,  will  remain  in 
the  ball ;  and  these  considerations  may,  perhaps,  explain  the  ap- 
parent fact  of  the  more  frequent  occurrence  of  such  acciderts  in 
the  East  and  West  Indief*,  than  in  Europe*  Lastly,  We  may 
add,  that  most  of  the  accidents,  ascribed  to  the  ••  wind  of  a 
ball,  **  seem  to  occur  in  sea-engagements,  or  in  the  operation  of 
ftiegeF,  in  both  of  which  the  contending  parties  fight  often  vrhh^ 
in  porni'hln^c  range,  and  the  ball  proceeds  nearly  in  a  boriizontal 
rourse  ;  but,  in  land  battles,  from  the  greater- distance  at  which 
the  artillery  is  usually  served,  and  the  consequent  elevation  given 
to  the  piece,  the  ball  is  at  once  carried  out  of  the  horizontal  path^ 
ABd  docs  not  again  come  near  its  object,  until  its  velocity  is  so 
much  spent  as  to  disable  it  from  producing  on  the  air  those  e& 
feets  which  attend  its  more  rapid  motion. 

I  shall  conclude  by  observing,  that  the  opinion  whieh  I  have 
thus  ventured  to  bring  forward,  respecting  the  electrical  nature 
of  the  effect  soiVictimes  produced  by  the  rapid  motion  of  a  ball, 
might,  I  conceive,  without  difficulty,  be  submitted  to  actual  ex- 
periment; and  should  these  observations  fall  under  the  notice  of 
any  of  the  ingenious  and  scientific  persons  connected  with  the 
Drdnance  department,  who  have  frequent  opportunities,  and  may 
desire  to  make  it,  to  such  persons  the  means  of  execution,  and 
the  precautions  required,  will,  after  what  has  been  stated,  rea- 
dily suggest  themselves. 

Edinhurgh^  20th  November  1811. 
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ir. 

JEstor^  4^  a  Case^f  Impraetkahk  Labtmr^  in  xs>kick  the  Ccesarean 
Operation  vcas  performed.     By  George  Kellie,  M.D* 

X  ATE  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  3d  of  July  181 1,  I  was  re- 
-*-^  quested  by  Mrs  McLaren,  midwife  in  Leith,  to  visit  Mrs  M. 
who  had  been  in  labour  under  her  care  since  an  early  hour  of  the 
same  morning. 

She  informed  me  that  the  waters  had  come  off  at  the  com- 
mencement of  labour ;  that  although  the  pains  had  continued 
with  great  regularity  and  smartness,  she  was  not  sensible  that  the 
presenting  part,  which  she  believed  to  be  the  breech,  had  made  any 
progress ;  and  that,  having  reason  to  suspect  an  uncommon  nar- 
rowness of  the  pelvis,  she  had  judged  my  assistance  necessary. 

On  examination,  I  found  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  though  di- 
minished, sufficiently  open  to  admit  the  introduction  of  my  hand, 
which  immediatdy  encountered  a  round  and  resisting  tumor, 
which,  for  a  moment,  imposed  upon  me  for  the  head  of  the 
child,  advanced  within  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  but  which  I  soon 
discovered  to  be  the  preternatural  projection  of  the  sacrum  and 
lumbar  vertebrae.  Coursing  my  fingers  beyond  this,  I,  with 
considerable  difficulty,  was  enabled  to  reach  trie  os  uteri  towards 
the  left  side,  and  to  feel  with  the  point  of  one  finger  the  present- 
ing part  of  the  child,  which  I  concluded  to  be  one  of  the  hips, 
alK»ve  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  Passing  tlien  my  finger  in  the  di- 
rection between  the  acetabulum  and  the  pnyection  of  the  sacrum, 
I  found  the  space  so  much  confined,  that,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, it  could  little,  if  at  all,  exceed  two  inches :  on  the  riglit 
side  it  seemed  even  less  than  this  measurement;  and  pressing  my 
finger  forward  towards  the  pubes,  I  found  that  it  could  barely  be 
admitted  into  a  space  at  the  symphysis,  formed  by  the  approxi- 
mation of  the  two  bones« 

On  inquiring  into  the  previous  history  of  this  unfortunate  wo- 
man, I  learned  the  following  particulars  from  herself,  and  Mrs 
M*Laren  who  had  attended  iier  on  former  occasions.  Her  age  is 
twenty  seven  years.  She  has  been  married  ten  years, .  and  has 
borne  four  living  children,  the  last  a  little  more  than  three  years 
ago.  Between  five  and  six  years  back,  being  pregnant  of  her 
third  child,  and  indeed  for  some  time  previous  to  tnis,  she  suf- 
fered much  from  what  was  deemed  a  rheumatism  of  the  loins  and 
hips ;  she  walked  with  pain,  and  her  gait  was  Jape  and  unsteady. 
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She  went,  however,  her  full  time,  and  had  an  easy  and  natural 
lab'^ur ;  but  after  recovery,  her  lameness  became  so  great,  that 
fihe  could  hardly  put  a  foot  to  thd  ground. 

Early  in  May  1808,  she  was  again  delivered  by  Mrs  M'Laren 
of  :i  living  child,'cfl£r  a  labour  which,  though  natural/was  more 
sevtTH  ind  ivotracted  than  Uhual :  And  the  observations  macW  by 
Mrs  M^Lartn  on  this  occasion,  led  her  to  conclude  that  the  pel- 
vic had  already  become  somewhat  mishapen,  and  to  dread  more 
formidable  tiifiicult»es  in  the  event  of  a  future  labour.  From  this 
tiint'  to  the  present,  or  for  upwards  of  three  years,  Mrs  M.  has 
b'cn  confined  entirely  to  bed,  unable  even  to  turn  herself  from 
one  side  t'  •  another,  or  to  raise  herself  from  her  pillow  without  be- 
ki^  assisted.  Her  lo^er  extremities  have  for  some  time  been 
quite  paralytic.  She  is  greatly  emaciated,  and  her  general  health 
is  much  impaired  by  co^i tinned  suffering,  and  inevitable  confine- 
ment to  bed.  Yet^  in  this  deplorable  condition,  she  again  became 
pregnant,  and  without  accidents  she  has  attained  her  full  time. 
At  this  my  first  vihit,  the  labour-pains  had  considerably  relaxed ; 
they  were  ft^eble,  and  the  intervals  of  ease  long ;  she  was  neithet. 
much  heated  nor  fatigued,  and  her  pulse,  which  did  not  exceed  a 
hundred,  tolerably  good.  The  opinion  I  then  gave  to  the  midwife 
was,  that  the  deformity  of  the  pelvis  was  so  great,  that  natural 
and  unassisted  labour  wa$  utterly  impossible ;  that  it  was  even 
doubtful  if  the  child  could  by  any  means  be  extracted  per  vias 
tiatitraltss  that,  as  yet,  however,  the  os  uteii  was  but  partially 
dilated,  die  presenting  part  still  high  abore  the  brim  of  the  pel- 
vis, and  barely  cognizable ;  and  that,  as  the  patient  ^emed  Uttle 
fatigued  or  e^dhausted,  it  was  most  adviseable  to  wait  a  little,  till, 
by  a  continuance  of  more  effectual  labour,  the  os  uteri  should  be- 
come wider  and  more  yielding,  and  the  presentation  should  come 
more  within  reach,  when,  if  practicable,  I  might  endeavour  to 
deliver  her  by  the  crotchet.  Meanwhile,  I  recommended  that 
the  patient's  strength  should  be  economized  and  supported  by 
some  light  nourishment,  by  a  soothing  and  encouraging  deport* 
ment,  and  by  a  free  ventilation  of  her  small  apartment.  The  blad-. 
der  and  rectum  had  been  lately  emptied.  I  left  her,  therefore, 
for  the  present,  requesting  the  midwife  to  call  me  whenever  she 
should  deem  it  necessary,  or  when,  from  the  state  of  the  labour, 
she  should  think  my  assistance  could  be  useful,  consistently  with 
the  opinion  given  oi  the  case. 

When  1  called  next  morning,  I  learned  that,  with  occasional 
intervals  of  ease,  the  labour  pains  had  been  regular,  frequent, 
and  urgent.  Yet,  on  examination,  so  far  from  finding  that  any 
advantage  had  been  gained,  or  progress  made,  since  I  had  lel^ 
her,  I  could  not  now  bring  my  finger  to  touch  any  presenting 
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part,  and  I  was  more  convinced  ihat  the  deformity  was  sucli  a^ 
to  render  delivery  by  the  pelvis  impracticiible.  The  patient  was 
now  hot,  thirsty,  and  resdess;.ber  pulse  was  beating  120,  and 
she-was  complaining  of  fatigue,  with  siik.i^ss  and  vomiting.  Bc« 
sides  Mrs  McLaren,  originally  in  attendance.  I  found  in  the  room 
Mrs  Craig,  another  intelligent  and  respect  ible  midwife ;  and  I 
explained  to  them,  and  to  the  husband, -the  view  I  entertained 
of  the  state -and  event  of  this  most  distre^sirtg'.Crise ;  all  the^cir-* 
ciim^tances  of  which  opposed  the  possibility  of  delivery  hy  any 
other  means  than  the  Csesarean  section,  by  which  imlcetl,  th J 
child,  if  yet  alive,  miglit  be  saved,  though  there  see;ne  i  mi  like- 
lihood of  the  woman  surviving  an  operation  which  had  hitherto 
proved  in  this  country  so  faial  in  its  is'^ue,  even  whe^^  performed 
under  far  more  auspicious  signs.  8till,  hf)w^ver,  it  aff  )rde  1  the 
only  chance*  which  she  had;  and  undeHvered,  both  mother  and 
child  must  inevitably  perish. 

With  this  view  of  the  case  Jbefore  them,  I  begged  them  to  de- 
liberate with  the  patient's  friends,  and  then  to  state  the  circum- 
stances to  herself  J  and  if  the  chances  held  out  by  the  operation^ 
were  accepted,  to  add,  that  I  should  provide  myself  with  the  ne- 
cessary assistance,  and  be  ready  to  perform  it ;  or,  if  farther  opi- 
nion, advice^  or  consultation  was  desired,  that  it  might  be  had 
without  loss  of  time.  - 

The  result  wa^  that  the  patient  and  her  friends,  towards  even- 
ing, became  willing  to  submit  to  any  measure,  however  doubt- 
ful, which  afforded  a  chance  of  saving  one  or  both  lives.  As  was. 
desired  by  them,  Dr  Thomas.  Anderson  now  very  obligingly  vi-^ 
sited  her  along  with  me,^^  and  after  a  delibTerate  examination  ide-r 
dared  his  opinion  also  to  be,  that  delivery f- peKvias  naturalesy 
was  impracticable.  ■    i 

Witn.an  ai&cting  resignation'^on  tlie  pitrt  of  the'pfttient  and  her 
friends,  t)ie  operation  was  npw  fully  agreed  to ;  and  between  nine- 
and  ten  of  the  evening,>a^i$ted  by  Drs  Thomas  and  Charles  An- 
derson, Charles  and' b^in  Cheyne,  I,  proceeded  to  p^rfbrto  it. 

The  line  of  inqision  wa$  qn  the  edge  of  the  left  rectus  muscle,: 
extending  irom  two  inches  and  a  half  above  the  liavel,  to  four, 
below  it.    Th&io  teguments  being  thus  divided  to  theextent  of  six 
inches  an^  ahalf,  I  opened  the  peritonseum  &t  the  upper  extremi- 
ty of  the. incision,  and^by  meuns  of  a  probe-pointed, bistoury, 
guarded,  by  my  finger,  slit  this  membrane  open  to  the  same  ex- 
tent :  in  tbe  sap:^^  manner  I  divided  the  uterus,  and  then  with 
my  fingers  ruptured  the  membranes.    The  bboulders  and  neck  of  i 
the  child  were  exposed,  and  an  elbow  and  arm  immediately  pro- 
truded; the  presentSition  towards  the  pelvis  was  the  breech.     I* 
extracted  the  child,  after  liberating  the  bead  fvom  the  upper  pare. 
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C\-  T.-rx  %V.V!i  Ium!  rpposcd  delrrcrv  by  the  natural  passage, 
4.7*,   '  - ' :  *^*wii  ih<*  sectioo  of  tht  vonib. 

;>  v-'-.rv-m  ,v  :L'  /V/rr.c— The  last  lombar  Tcrtebra,  and  the 
i-  -V  c  •^.vt  ?.Nr:  *\r  Iw^r  rt  the  sacrum,  are  protrudtd  forwards  and" 
*  V  *  «-i"  .--^  ^.rt  "•  ihe  ca^iiv  of  the  pehris ;  and  a  part  even  of  the 
V    •  V  \.  r  Vsir  \TMcb#^  )^iK  fiUkn  below  the  plane  of  the  brim. 

*V'  4tyr  .•<  T*^  :Ha  are  uvAtl  or  bent  in  such  a  way  that  each 
K  i^ '  ^^iss  z>i^  ^.^*x-^'-iT>ce  *^'  beir*r  formed  of  two  planes  meeting 
«  *\C-^^  it"-^^'  ^:  1>'^  :rv:r>vC  pUnes,  or  portions  of  the  bones, 
^  •  1  V  «ctv-  :u  >.  t ..  -rwir"*?>  ,:rK«  tbepch-ts:  And  immediately' 
V* v»-  V  :  ^x  -^^ .  V  o^ijr , .  x»  tSe  hiLxire*  of  the  ossa  pubis  are  di»- 
5<s*- \v  .^  .^-^  .  -  ^-\  ^^.--^i  S*sr:  I!*  suv-'h  wt^y  that  the  iliac  portions^ 
«.  V  x><^  XV  '  \\  •  •►  i'v'^  '«--:h  tJs<  cs;xi  ini  upcii  the  cavity  of  the 
^'  ^'  ^  ^  '   v  /•>."  ^"5  ^  r^^^.^  rcrbHi  i$  ii:ide  to  project  outwards  by 

»o  .\*  ^  'o  *  x""\".x  ^j{:v^i?t  <>♦  the  anUTior  hciircs  of  the  bones. 

V*«,>x  ^^    .  'v'^  x^  vwwu  c*  iVrf*  I'mv^  x.mer  hin;bar  vertebrae  and 

^^^  '    V  X*    '  *^  *-*^    ^^  ^"^  ^'"^  ^^^'Sfc  :rii,  &nd  ilie  fracture  of  the 

v^ssA  s*  ^Tv   V  "c  i-t  oc  ;V  t>fS5>  hfi>  becoiaQe  remarkably  distort- 

\  V  V  V  t  ^vv\  ,  V  c^ojfcv^^  ^r««ir  i^istasce  between  the  ilium 
.**tv  V.  .  v^  «v  -^^ii  .rVv'^  ^x>  *y^  r»v^>rr;h5i^  s:tj>etchii^  from  aboire 
>  ^'  *v\N  -  ^ -  ^  1  ,%v  ^  v^v  ^^  ^,^  .^^^  ^.^-  .\^  3L^j;:nh  hmibar  vertebra  ; 
,i.iv  sf  ,  H;  .^^  ^ .  v\  <\  ,Kr  >?\j«or  OkX^  iK<  emcd  eigfatrteuths  of 
*  «  i.v-Vv  \  i.  V  v-^*»  *rcv>«aji  tS^  traKttiTed  parts  of  the  ossa 
vv  v\5s^  >vvv-  V  ^^v*-  "V  '^^"vWysJ  iviarisak  Ud^OEsaires eight- tenths 
>x  x»«^  ;.vU  %».v  «*^'<'vvK'^^VN^^x;Tnl^K«:tot  the  bodies  of  the  two 
Sv  ^.v  ^  V  .v.  •  V  V  *?^^*^tv^r  K^t^«^«^  ii^  TcrioAf  erf  titts  Hue  and  the 
v»»,.\s.  \.v^v.\  ^  >.j.v->  iv>  u,«^:ya5o\  K*^;^z>iu, k  jttStfMieincli 

X»»\  "*      '         *.\»v     )^ 

^  .^    iv ..;     V   »^ ^Nx^v*. H."^  •■4<  ^vV$^  tn*^  tW  onxi^iae sKio-iliac 
v-,'\x^s^.    v^x.    ♦•^'^ '^v-'v:  V  >v*x>*r  it^ric^r«defoiiriiirfies» 

'     ^^     V  Vv.vN>cv  .*,tv.  ^>,K,^  ^^^  i,^^  «Aened  and 
V      V  -^^^vsi^.v.*,^  ^^N^^^t,v^,4ierv»e«wh  bent  and 

>  >o  vs,..     v<VNv*-^.t,^,.Niivi  ^xv^  y^^;  Ike  ioww 

V      ,       '       .  M    '     *N^- ...   K  ;n  v^^>  vir  *'^l::>^ir,>»«r  lumbar 

'-W-.*    V  VV.v-\>S  C>^  :s«K-.-^55f-    ^i  Wt  V«- 


V  \ 


•^      - 
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giai  extremity ;  and  this  ititer-articuhr  cartilage  to  which  it  \a 
apposed,  is  somewhat  less  than  an  inch. 

A  line  drawn  irom  the  point  of  the  coccyx  to  the  symphysis 
pubis  Bieasures  exactly  three  inches  and  four-tenths;  but  if  car^ 
ried  no  fatther  than  the  line  stretching  from  the  fracture  of  the 
pobes  of  one  side  to  that  of  the  other,  and  which  line  in  truth 
completes  the  brim  of  the  G(»itracted  pelyis,  it  does  not  exceed 
the  len^fa  of  two  inches  two-tenths.  From  the  spinous  process 
of  the  ischium  of  the  right  side  to  the  point  of  the  coccyx,  the 
distance  is  two  inches ;  and  from  the  spinous  process  of  the  left 
i«chiuni,  to  the  same  point,  ^st  one  inch.  The  space  between; 
tbetuberositiesof  the  i^chia  is  two  inches  seven- tenths;  and  be- 
tween, the  spinous  processes  three  inches  three- tenths. 

The  bones  in  gnieral,  and  more  especiali^'^ the  aiae  ilii,  the  ossa 
pabis,  and  the  rami  of  the  ischia,  were  rough  and  somewhat  flexi* 
bie;  and  the  difierent  pieces  of  which  the  pelvis  is  composed  were 
loosely  articulated,  and  to  a  certain  extent  moveable  on  each  o-* 
ther.  With  the  assistance  of  the  annexed  engravings  and  diagram, . 
the  description  of  the  pelvis,  and  all  its  peculiarities,  cannot  be 
misunderstood.  -  The  original  I  have  placed  in  the  collection  of 
Dr  James  Hamilton,  the  distinguished  professor  of  midwifery 
in  this  university* 

I  have  few  observations  to  add  to  this  melancholy  detail  One 
woman  only  has  in  this  country  had  the  good  fortune  to  survive 
(be  Cesarean  operation,  and  yet  we  have  histories  of  eighteen 
cases  where  the  operation,  (by  which  indeed  ten  children  have 
been  gaved)  has  been  performed  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  an  oper-« 
ation,  therefore,  not  of  choice,  but  of  the  greatest  necessity,  ta 
which  we  always  resort  with  the  most  painful  reluctance;  an  oper-« 
ation  which  we  never  can  brinff  ourselves  to  think  of,  without 
a  thorough  conviction,  that,  uzSesf;  risked,  two  Uves  must  inevit- 
aUy  be  lost,  wUie,  by  means  of  it,  there  is  a  possibility  that  both 
may  be  saved,  and  a  very  great  probability  thilt  one  shaS  be  red- 
coed  from  destruction.  I  think  it  best  to  stele  our  own  expe- 
rience of  the  iatiJ  tendency  of  this  operation  to  the  mother,  al« 
though  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  on  the  continent  man}  are  said  to" 
have  survived  it,  and  that  of  23 1  ca^es  of  this  ojTerai  ion,  to  be  found 
m  the  records  of  medicine,  139  have  been  stated  to  have  proved 
i^uGoessittL  In  estimating  the  hazard  of  the  case,  we  must  not, 
however,  confide  in  this  great  proportion  of  recoveries.  The  in* 
herent  dan,g^s  of  the  operation  must  ahvays  be  greatly  heighten- 
ed by  the^tircnmstances  which  have  rendered  it  necessary ;  and 
the  delay -and  reluctance  of  British  accoucheurs,  though  it  may 
accotmt  in  some  degree  for  their  want  ol  succt^ss,  have  perhaps 
been  upon  the  whole  less  cestructive  than  the  rashness  and  res©» 
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lution  of  those  of  other  countries.  The  surgeon  of  the  village  of 
Attichi,  near  Compeigne,  quoted  by  Baudeloque,  had  no  great 
cause  to  glory  in  the  recovery  of  a  woman  on  whom  he  had  per- 
formed the  operation,  when,  in  a  subsequent  labour,  she  had  a 
very  natural  delivery.  And  when  we  read  of  a  woman  laid  upon 
the  table  in  fearful  expectation  of  this  horrid  operation,  expelling 
her  child  by  the  natural  pains,  while  the  surgeons  were  preparing 
for  cutting  up  the  womb,  we  are  tolerably  well  assured,  that 
some  of  tnese  successful  operations  were  cruel  and  unnecessary. 
The  necessity  of  the  Caesarean  operation  implies  such  a  deformity 
of  the  pelvis,  as  must  render  delivery  through  it  physically  im- 
possible ;  the  deformity  is  very  commonly  the  consequence  of  a 
formidable  and  incurable  disease,  mollities  ossinm ;  and  as  it  is 
not  possible  during  life  to  determine  with  perfect  accuracy  the 
amount  of  this  deformity,  the  operation  has  in  this  country  gene- 
rally, and  upon  the  whole  prudentlvj  been  delayed,  till,  by  the 
continued,  and  unavailing  efforts  of  nature,  the  impracticability 
of  delivery  has  been  collaterally  established ;  thougli,  unhappily, 
by  this  delay,  new  dangers  are  added  to  those  naturally  inherent 
in  the  operation. 

All  the  circumstances  rendered  our  operation  from  the  first  a 
mo^t  hopeless  one.     The  deformity  was  extreme;  and  the  patient 
not  only  laboured  under  mollities  ossium,  but  her  heklth  and 
strength  had  been  impaired  by  a  painful  confinement  of  three 
years  to  bed.     Happily  for  humanity,  cases  requiring  the  Csesa- 
rean  section,  are  of  rare  occurrence ;  and  the  necessity  of  the 
operation  is  confined  within  the  narrowest  limits.     The  dimen- 
sions of  the  pelvis  may  be  greatly  contracted  by  disease  and  de- 
formity; but  if  the  space  from  pubes  to  sacrum,  or  on  either  side, 
do  not  measure  less  than  two  inches,  there  can  be  no  great  difii- 
culty  in  delivering  the  mother  by  the  operation  of  embryulcio. 
Indeed,  according  to  Dr  Osborne,  the  Cassarean  operation  can 
seldom  if  ever  be  necessary ;  for  he  contends,  tliat  if  there  be  a 
space  of  an  inch  and  a  half  between  the  pubes  and  sacrum,  or  on 
either  side,  the  head  may  be  broken  down,  so  as  to  admit  of  de- 
livery.    Whatever  decision  may  be  given  on  this  position,  it  has 
never  been  asserted  that  delivery  is  practicable,  if  the  pelvis  be  in 
all  parts  under  this  dimension.    And  that  such  a  case  may  occur, 
is  demonstrated  by  the  pelvis  of  our  patient;  the  greatest  con- 
jugate diameter  of  which  does  not  exceed  one  inch  and  two- 
tenths.     Even  had  the  deformity  been  less  than  this,  I  conceive 
that  the  circumstance  of  the  breech  presenting,  would  have  in- 
creased the  difficulty  of  delivery.    It  seems  to  me,  that  a  case  just 
admitting  delivery,  by  breaking  down  the  cranium,  and  extract- 
ing the  basis  of  the  skull  laterally  with  the  crotchet  in  J)t  Oi- 
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home's  manner,  would  constitute  one  of  impracticable  labour^ 
if  the  breech  or  body,  instead  of  tbe  besd  of  the  child,  present- 
ed at  the  biiii)  of  >uJ\\  :,  pelvis. 

Thecase  which  hj-  lnn  here  recorded  *ill  riot  render  ttia 
operation  more  popiiii',  i liough  it  establishes  one  in  which  no 
other  resource  is  left,  mn]  in  which  I  must  think  we  are  morally 
bound  to  submit,  amidol,  all  the  hazards  of  the  t^o.-ation,  to  the 
liope,  however  small,  which  is  left  of  preserving  lite. 

"  Every  noii);»n,  fnr  whom  the  CECsarean  operation  can  be 
proposed  to  be  performed,  will  probably  die :  and  should  any 
onesujvive,  ht-r  nc'voiy  might  rather  be  considered  as  an  e- 
scape,  ihan  ns  a  jtM  u  ry  to  be  expected,  tlioug^  there  is  al- 
ways 6  prniwible  tli  iin.\  of  saving  iiie  life  of  a  child.'  But  'as 
EQch  n-i  escflpo  way  lj;i|)pcn  in  any  case  in  which  the  operatioij 
might  be  performed,  wc  may  and  ou^t  to  esteem  every  case 
which  C3]i  come  before  us,  as  the  individual  ct^e  in  nnich  » 
liappy  ei-cnt  is  to  be  ex]-ected.  "  *  , 

Explanation  of  tic  Plate. 

Fig.  1.  Intended  to  coavey  a  general  notion  of  the  figure  of  the 
aistorted  pelvis- 

\  4,  5,  The  3d,  4th,  and  5th  Iumt>%.yertebrte. 

a,  AIs  ilii.  [ 

^1  ^1  h,  The  anterior  portion  of  the  ilia  bent  at  right  angles  Xa 
the  posterior,  and,  with  the  acetabular  parts  of  the  pubcs,  car- 
ried inwards  upon  the  pelvis. 

C)  c,  Acetabula  ilii. 

^f  Symphysis  pubis  pr<Mecled  forwards. 

f,  e.  The  fractures  of  the  pubes  ovw  the  acetabula. 

S,  The  narrow  space  left  between  the  ossft  pubis,  and  formed  by 
the  projection  of  the  symphysis. 

^1  Sacrum. 

j  [  The  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and.dimension9  of  its  brim. 

'i  Thyroidal  foramina. 

Fie,  2,  Diagram  representing  the  shape  and  dimensions  of  the 

Brim  of  tne  pelvis. 
"i  Body  of  fifth  lumbar  vertebrat, 
^  'j,  Tlie  fractures  of  the  pubes. 
'i  Symphysis  pubis. 
"fi  rf,  Thyroidal  foramina^ 
'i  t,  Acetabula  ilii. 
J\f,  The  folds  of  the  ilia. 
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gt  line  dtvwn  mcrom  the  fractures  <xf  the  pubes,  and  cofnpIelH 
ioj^tbe  brim  of  the  pelvis. 

ijugate 
on  the  left  side  one  inA 
-tenths  of  an  inch* 

Leiih^  Nov.  1811. 
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Case  of  Diabetes  treated  by  Venesection.    By  James  Murray^ 


Surgeon,  Belfast. 


o 


CTOBER  IK  1811. — Mr  D.  Morray,  set. 72,  complains  of  io<* 
satiable  thirst,  obstinate  constipation  of  the  boi^^lsy  loss  of 
appetite,  great  debility,  frequent  micturition,  with  a  large  increase 
in  the  quantity  of  nrine,  which  he  thinks  amounts  to  10  quartd 
in  the  24  hours ;  he  is  much  emaciated,  troubled  with  vertigo 
and  dimness  of  si^ht,  with  a  profbsion  of  vivid  colours  and  va- 
rious figures  danang  before  his  eyes.  His  skin  is  soft  and  na- 
tural, tongue  parched  and  loaded,  gums  tender,  eyes  &nd  ciKae 
r^d  and  painful,  puke  60  and  we^,  spirits  much  depressed;  be 
feels  9t  hot  pain  often  in  his  stomach,  with  a  sense  of  weight  and 
straitness  across  the  breast,  and  an  uneasy  sensatidU^  in  the  lum- 
bar region.  The  cause  of  his  fflness  he  attributes  to  anxiety  and 
ikdgue,  which  induced  oostivenes ;  and,  about  four  months  ago, 
he  observed  the  great  increase  of  urine  after  having  drank  spi-^ 
iila  rasher  freely. 

IXurinff  his  bad  state  of  health,  he  has  taken  larg6  dozes  of 
6astor-oil^  shits,  laxative  piUs^  tod  several  other  medicines,  with- 
out any  benefit  $  his  drink  for  some  time  was  lime-water. 
S»  Extract,  oolocyn.  3ij. 

OL  anisi^  q.  s«  ft.  pit.  xxx.  r 

Sig.  two  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 

)  R  Acid,  muriat.  §j* 

Sig.  a  quart  of  water  to  be  sharply  acidulated  with  some  of  the 
drops  for  common  drink. 
12th. — Had  one  looSe  stool  this  morning  after  the  pills,  but 
finds  himself  no  better  j  drank  in  the  last  24?  hours  four  quarts 
of  acidulated  drink,  two  cups  of  tea  last  night,  two  this  morn- 
ing, and  a  bottle  of  s5da-water  $  urine  duringthe  same  period, 
12  quarts  of  a  pzde  yellow  odOUf :  he  would  wish  to  drink  much 
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more,  but  abstains  as  much  as  possible,  thinking  that  the  thirst 
and  heat  of  his  mouth  coostitnte  his  disease,  and  that  the  lars^e 

Quantity  of  urine  is  owing  to  the  necessity  of  driuking  so  much* 
lis  eyes  are  very  red  this  morning,  ^d  he  mentions  that  he  has 
often  ^it  blood  since  he  took  the  pain  in  his  breast^  and  that  he 
often  passes  blood  in  his  urine,  so  as  to  tinge  it  of  a.  red  colour ; 
puke  now  65  and  weak,  tongue  white. 

Nineteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  his  arm  in  a  fiiU 
stream,  and  the  patient  and  by-standers  Were  astonished  to  ob- 
serve the  artery  at  the  cubit  befrinning  to  beat  with  great  force, 
and  tlie  veins  on  the  arms  and  hands  filling  up ;  h^  had  been 
often  bled  when  young,  and  always  fainted  i  but  he  feels  now 
stronger  than  for  12  months  past.  After  bleeding  he  walked  to 
his  lodging,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  with  unusual  firmness 
and  vigour. 

13th. — Feels  easier  and  less  giddy,  observes  few  of  the  colours 
ed  figures,  his  eyes  are  quite  clear  and  spirits  elevated ;  drank 
since  yesterday  at  this  time  four  quarts,  tea  included,  and  ate  of 
bread  and  beef  about  10  ounces,  and  half  a  pint  of  panada  fcnr 
supper,  which  He  is  desired  to  omit  in  iuture;  pulse  74  and  flnn» 
tongue  and  mouth  rather  softer  and  cleaner  than  yesterday,  had 
three  motions  of  his  bowels,  but  is  not  griped  by  the  pills. 

17th.-— Slept  well  last  night,  drank  during  the  ni^t  only  one 
pint  of  the  acidulated  water,  diough  he  could  not  want  less  than 
two  quarts  in  the  preceding  nignts;  in  the  last  24  hours  he 
passed  only  nine  pints  of  urine,  eight  ounces  of  which  evaporate(| 
gave  seven  drams  of  extract,  which  was  very  sweet;  the  nrst  cup 
of  blood  drawn  the  day  before  yesterday  did  not  ex.hibit  any  in- 
flammatory coat,  but  the  last  one  showed  it  in  a  slight  degree. 

Owing  to  the  relief  experienced  after  the  first  blood-letting^ 
14  ounces  were  now  taken  in  si  full  jet  from  the  left  arm ;  pulse 
before  bleeding  70,  after  it  68  and  full;  he  now  feels  lisbt,  and 
«ays  the  drunkenness,  as  he  e:!tpresses  it,  has  entire^  Jeft  his  head. 

i5th. — Thirst  and  all  the  troublesome  symptoms  greatly  abut- 
ed;  but  he  still  suffers  from  the  burning  heat  of  his  mouthy 
though  in  a  less  degree ;  could  still  drink  more  than  heroes,  but 
finds  relief  by  wetting  his  mouth.  Tiie  blood  drawn  yesterday^ 
exhibits  the  most  firm  and  organized  corium  T  ever  saw  in  the 
most  inflammatory  complaint ;  it  is  contracted  smaller  than  a 
shilling,  and  as  hard  to  be  torn  as  a  piecJe  of  skhi.  Patient  had 
two  motions  of  his  bowels  last  night,  and  had  occasion  to  pass 
wriae  once  in  that  time,  whereas  he  used  to  rise  at  least  four  or 
five  times  in  the  night;  urine  six  pints  in  the  last  24  hours. 
To  take  three  glasses  of  port  wine  in  the  evening,  and  to  wear  a 
flannel-shirt. 
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1 6th.— Much  as  yesterday,  but  did  not  rest  so  well  last  night, 
thirst  rather  more  urgent,  drank  four  quarts  in  aD,  and  passed 
ten  pints  of  urine ;  tongue  moist  and  clean,  pulse  76;  thinks  him* 
self  rather  weaker  than  yesterday ;  had  a  free  stool  this  morning. 
V.  S.  to  the  amount  of  1 4  ounces ;  the  first  cup  soon  exhibited 
the  buff\  coat;  but  the  coagulum  in  the  other  was  soft  and  easily 
torn,  thouf;h  the  blood  flowed  in  a  uniform  stream :  the  patient, 
however,  as  usual,  seems  stronger,  and  not  the  least  indined  to 
faint;  after  bleeding  the  pulse  was  SO,  in  20  minutes  it  was  88, 
iand  the  skin  became  warm ;  in  two  hours  after,  the  pulse  was 
again  80. 

I7th — Much  as  yesterday,  but  stronger,  pulse  80  and  regu- 
lar, thirst  moderate,  urine  nine  pints  and  rather  lighter- colour- 
ed, appetite  improving  fast.   . 

18th. —  Passed  in  the  last  24?  hours  only  six  pints  of  urine,  of 
a  high  colour  and  urinous  smell ;  pulse  75  and  not  so  full  as  last 
week ;  and  he  thinks  himself  weaker,  bowels  regular,  thirst  mo- 
derate. Applr.  emplast.  vesic.  larg.  lateri  dextr.  Contr.  onuiia. 
19th. — The  blister  remained  on  20  hours  and  discharged  well, 
the  pain  prevented  him  from  sleeping  during  the  night,  pulse  80, 
drink  six  pints,  urine  six  do.  of  a  urinous  smell  and  taste  ;  the 
blister  produced  no  strangury ;  eight  ounces  of  urine  gave  four 
drams  of  extract, 

20th. — Slept  well,  urine  eight  pints,  drank  in  all  five  pints, 
pulse  77  and  fullj  he  coughs  a  little,  bowels  regular,  tongue 
clean. 

V.  S.  to  the  quantity  of  seven  ounces  of  a  florid  red,  no  de- 
liquium,  but  on  the  contrary  feels  rather  stronger;  this  cup  on 
standing  had  no  corium,  but  a  soft  coagulum,  easily  broken  by 
the  probe. 

'  21st.— Feels  better  to-day  than  he  has  yet  been;  little  or  no 
thirst,  appetite  ncarlv  natural,  urine  only  four  pints  of  a  natural 
colour  niul  smell,  pulse  70  and  regular;  he  wishes  stroncrly  to  re- 
turn hotnc,  M  lio  thinks  himself  nearly  well.  ^' 

2i,t.;^TI»H'k;»^  In'friscir  entirely  well  if  the  blister  were  healed 

s,  and 

bowels 

mor- 

a,i,l,  .(III  <li'(l...rK,.H  well  '  ''f  >'"tal,on  of  the  blistered  part, 
Z'  «.  i<l.  «M<I  «  box  «rtL'  ".;,''^^«l/«  take  with  him  a  bottle  of 
.,.h«iii  (i(»ii»  fpiWUK.u,  IhmJJ     *        ''^  ^''^^'^  "^^^  ^""^  ^^''^^  and 
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I  have  not  heard  how  he  remains  since  he  left  town  ;  but  T  re- 
gret that  I  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  remain  longer,  for  it  is 
scarcely  possible  that  in  10  days  he  could  be  radically  cured. 
I  was  determined,  however,  to  publish  the  result  of  the  new 
plan,  whatever  the  event  might  be.  I  need  scarcely  add,  that 
the  success  of  this  case  is  entirely  owing  to  the  information  I 
derived  from  Dr  Watt's  late  invaluable  publication  ;  for  without 
this  I  could  not  think  of  bleeding  an  old  man  of  7!^,  who  was  in 
such  a  state  of  emaciation  and  debility,  and  particularly  in  such 
a  disease.  I  have  reported  this  case  as  faithfully  as  possible,  hav* 
ing.  nothing  to  support,  nor  any  object  in  view,  but  what  should 
actuate  every  individual,  and  in  particular  every  member  of  the 
profession.    < 

P.  S.  I  should  add,  that  I  have  seen  several  cases  of  diabetes 
before  this,  in  which  no  cure  was  effected ;  they  were  treated  as 
recommended  by  Dr  RoUo. 

Belfaatf  October  2  5tAy  1811. 
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Case  in  'w/iich  a  Metacarpal  Bone  was  successfully  rem(yoed.     By 
J.  T.  Gregson,  Surgeon^  Sunderland. 

^X^HiLE  attending  the  anatomical  and  surgical  lectures  of  that 
^  excellent  anatomist,  Mr  Brookes,  in  1808,  he,  amongst, 
many  other  improvements,  pointed  out  the  practicability  of  re- 
moviDg,  with  safety,  and  but  small  comparative  loss,  a  diseased 
(Detacai^al  bone.  He  expected  by  that  means  to  do  away  the 
necessity  of  amputating  the  whole  hand  ;  and  even,  in  th^  com- 
mon method  of  amputating  the  finger  (by  removing  the  metacar- 
pal bone  also),  to  avoid  the  most  prominent  feature  of  the  conse- 
quent  deformity.  As  the  following , case  affords  a  practical  illus- 
tration of  this  operation,  and  no  author,  whom  I  have  perused^ 
Wing  decidedly  advised  it,  *  its  insertion  in  your  valuable  pub- 
'ication,  if  you  deem  it  likely  to  prove  of  any  utility,  will  ob- 
%c  jour  obedient  servant. 


*  t  have  recently  been  credibly  informed  this  operation  has  been  practised  by 
^If  A.  Qooper,  as  wi  improved  method  of  amputating  the  linger. 


S4        Mr  GregsaD*«  Case  of  Metacarpal  Bane  remaoed.      Jao« 

I  was  called,  in  the  month  of  May  1 8 11  ^  to  visit  Charles 
Dixon*  of  this  place,  mariner,  aged  twenty-^one  years,  and  of  a 
liealthy  habir,  who,  in  the  act  of  unloading  his  fowling-pieoes, 
while  the  breach  was  elevated,  and  the  right  hand  held  under 
the  muzzle,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  shot,  had,  by  the 
accidental  discharge  of  the  piece,  the  whole  of  the  charge  passed 
through  the  palm  of  his  hand,  bv  which  the  principiu  part  of 
the  second  metacarpal  bone  was  snot  away  i  the  second  tendon 
ol  tlie  extensor  digitorum  comaiunis  tore  away  high  up  thefor^- 
'arm,  where  it  first  becontes  tendinoui^ ;  the  nrst  and  third  me- 
tacarpal bones,  simply  fractured  ;  together  with  extensive  lacera- 
tion of  the  integuments  on  the  back  of  the  hand.  Although  the 
case  barely  omred  an  Opportunity,  yet,  with  the  conjoint  opi- 
nions of  IStr  Atkinson  and  Mr  Fothergill,  surgeons  of  this  place, 
I  resolved  to  attempt  the  preservation  of  the  remainder  of  the 
hand,  by  removing  tlic  second  finger,  and  sawing  off  part  of  the 
remainder  of  the  second  metacarpal  bone,  near  to  the  articula- 
tion with  the  cnrpus,  and  bringing  the  first  and  third  metacarpal 
bones  so  close  together,  as  to  allow  of  the  wound  uniting  by  the 
first  intention ;  and  althou^  that  desirable  effect  did  not  imme- 
diately follow,  a  considerable  tumefaction,  attended  with  extreme 
pain,  was  induced  by  the  lacerated  state,  alread}>  mentioned,  of 
the  principal  parts  of  the  surfaces  of  the  wound  ;  yet,  by  a  strict 
antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  emollient  poultices,  continued  for 
the  space  of  three  weeks,  a  complete  cure  was  effected,  and  the 
motion  of  die  remaining  three  fingers  is,  at  this  time,  as  perfect 
as  before.  He  ha4  been,  for  the  last  three  months,  following 
his  usual  occupation,  as  a  'common  seaman,  in  which  capacity 
he  proves  himself  as  useful  as  before  his  misfortune. 

Swiderland^  :ilU  October  is ii. 


V. 

Case  of  Singtdar  Torpor ^  in  'sohich  Dissection  did  not  discover 
any  satisfactory  ExpLanatim  of  the  Symptoms.     By  William 

Cooke,  Surgeon,  Plaistow,  Essex. 

« 

X>ATHOLOGY  IS  the  part  of  medicine,  perhaps,  of  the  greatest  im- 
f-.  portance,  and  yet,  I  presume,  the  least  understood.    It  would 
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Aerefore  be  bighiy  ttdranti^eous  to  medical  knowledge^  if  the 
sectio  cadaveris  were  more  frequently  performed,  and,  in  addition 
to  the  gmeral  good  derived  from  the  practice,  the  surgeon  en- 
gaged in  the  examination,  would  have  his  memory  re*impressed 
wiui  many  points  In  anatomy,  which  very  readily  escape,  if  he 
be  fer  removed  from  the  ordinary  source  of  anatomical  informa* 
tion,  or  do  not  employ  some  means  to  pre^rve  that  knowledge 
which  he  has  obtained* 

Although  the  person,  whose  ease  I  am  about  to  communicate, 
was  a  sufferer  for  seven  or  ei^t  years,  under  circumstances  that 
indicated  considerable  affection  of  the  head,  producing  a  general 
expectation  in  the  minds  of  her  medical  attendants,  that,  after 
death,  there  would  be  found  *'  considerable  effusion  between  the 
tunica  arabhnoides  and  pia  mater,  and  great  distension  of  the 
T^tricles; ''  yet  death  appeared  more  like  a  natural  termination 
of  existence,  than  an  event  arising  from  any  particular  disease* 
Certdnly  some  morbid  changes  had  taken  place  in  ^the  head,  as 
will  be  shown  in  the  sequel,  but  hardly  sufficient  to  account  fbr 
death,  or  for  the  peculiar  torpidity,  wMch  was  so  great  for  the 
lest  two  years,  that  the  patient  was  said  to  *^  exist  **  rather  than 
**  live,  "  or  eveij  for  the  two  fits  which  she  had ;  for,  probably, 
we  were  not  censurable  for  believing  that  they  arose  from  pres- 
sure on  the  brain,  and  that  some  distinguishing  mark  of  it  might 
be  discovered  after  death* 

As  the  case  occupied  a  considerable  period,  I  shall  transcribe 
the  prominent  circumstances  as  they  appear  in  my  minute-book. 

Sept  12.  1809. — Mrs ,  is  49  years  of  affe,  of  short  sta- 
ture, thick  neck,  extremely  delicate  skin,  inclined  to  corpu- 
lency, and  has  had  seven  children.  She  has  been  valetudinary 
four  or  five  years.  At  the  commencement  of  this  period,  a  ces- 
sation of  the  menstrual  discharge  took  place,  and  she  became 
inordinately  inactive,  both  in  mind  and  body.  When  I  first  be- 
came acquainted  with  her,  viz.  about  two  years  sr^o,  her  torpor 
was  extreme,  and  the  propensity  to  sleep,  even  when  engaged 
in  performing  the  social  duties  of  her  family,  irresistible.  Her 
appetite  was  generally  si^all,  bowels  constipated,  and  pulse 
scarcely  perceptible.  The  legs,  hands,  and  face,  were  cola  and 
oedematous ;  but  there  was  no  indication  of  ascites.  The  eva- 
cuation of  urine  varied,  being  sometimes  free  and  at  others 
scanty. 

I  employed,  at  first,  gentle  aperients  and  diuretics,  but  with- 
out advantage.  Then  I  tried  the  myrrh  and  chalybeate  medicine 
of  Dr  Griffiths,  with  occasional  purgatives  j  and  from  these  she 


\ 
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^eriyed  considerable  beneit ;  but  the  most  suecessiiil  medicines 
^^ere  tliose  that  operated  powerfully  on  the  bowels,  and  these  it 
"^^s  requisite  to  repeat  frequently.  During  the  last  year  we 
^niefly  depended  on  medicines  of  this  class,  having  occasional 
recourse  to  tonics,  as  circumstances  seemed  to  indicate. 

She  appeared,  for  a  considerable  time,  progressively  conva- 
lescent. 

The  cedema  had  disappeared,  and  the  Iboomotive  power  waa 
^o  much  increased,  that,  whilst  visiting  her  friends,  about  27 
teiles  from  home,  she  walked  a  mile  and  a  half  without  stop- 
ping, or  experiencing  much  subsequent  fatigue.  She  had  con- 
tinued, however,  much  inclined  to  a  sedentary  life,  and  was  al- 
ways cold. 

On  Friday  the  1st  inst.  she  returned  from  her  visit,  in  a  post- 
chaise,  and,  on  the  same  day,  walked  for  a  considerable  time 
about  London.  The  immediate  result  of  this  exertion  was  great 
fatigue.  On  the  succeeding  Sunday,  she  was  incapable  of  leav- 
ing nome,  and  had  a  powerful  propensity  to  sleep*  The  con- 
tents of  the  stomach  were  ejected  several  times  in  the  course  of 
Ahe  day,  and  appeared  very  bilious.  We  were  inclined  to  attri- 
bute this  relapse  wholly  to  the  unusual  exertion  two  days  be- 
fore; and  hoped  that,  after  a  short  tranquillity,  she  would  again 
be  comfortaUe. 

At  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  Mr ^  her  husband, 

awoke,  and  found  her  in  a  cold  clammy  perspiration,  and  speak- 
ing incoherently  y  and  almost  immediately  afterwards  she  be- 
came convulsed  and  insensible. 

I  was  called  directly,  and  found  her  in  this  state,  with  her 
teeth  clenched.     It  was  not  long  before  these  affections  a  little 
subsided,  and  she  swallowed  an  opening  draught.     An  enema 
also  was  administered,  and  frequently  repeated.     In  a  few  hours 
she  had  some  alvine  evacuation,  anid  became  more  collected, 
and  was  able  to  speak.     She  complained  of  pain  in  her  head, 
and  was  very  averse  to  having  any  person  in  the  room.     She 
took  a  little  beef-tea,  and  again  became  insensible,  occasionally  a 
little  convulsed ;  the  jaw  rigid  ;  the  stomach  uneasy,  sometimes 
throwing  its  contents  into  the  mouth,  part  of  which  escaped, 
and  the  other  returned ;  pulse  a  little  accelerated ;  respiratioa 
stertorous ;  the  pupil  not  quite  insensible  to  light* 
Iraponatur  vesicatorium  nuchae. 
Cataplasmata  sinapis  pedibus  et  capiti. 
Capiti  postea  imponatur  empl.<  canthar. 
Adhibeantur  hirudines  iij.  teinpor.  sing. 
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T^  Infusi  sennas  tart  3x« 
Pulv.  jalap.  9i. 
Mannae. 

Tinct.  sennse  aa,  3i-  ci.  ft  haustus,  omni  hora  su* 
mendus. 
Repetatur  enema. 

The  cataplasms  were  immediately  applied  to  the  feet,  it  be* 
ing  then  about  eleven  o'clock,  p.  m.  The  head  had  been  shavedt 
and  I  had  nearly  put  on  the  poultice,  when  she  was  seized  with  a 
violent  struggling,  which,  after  a  few  moments,  gradually  sub- 
sided, and  she  ceased  to  breathe.  I  confess,  although  aware  that^ 
in  diseases  accompanied  with  convulsions,  a  temporary  suspen* 
sion  of  respiration  often  supervenes,  I  thought,  from  several 
drcumstances,  the  patient  was  dead.  I  waited,  however,  with- 
out communicating  my  apprehensions,  with  my  hand  on  the 
wrist,  and  after  at  least  a  third,  and  perhaps  half  a  minute  had 
expired,  we  were  apprized  that  she  was  not  dead  by  a  violent  in- 
spiration. From  this  time  the  action  of  the  lungs  gradually  re* 
turned,  and  soon  became  free,  except  being  rather  slow,  and 
stertorous.  The  leeches  were  placed  on  the  temples  immedi- 
ately after  the  recommencement  of  respiration,  and  bled  freely. 
When  I  removed  the  sinapism  from  the  head,  after  having  been 
on  about  two  hours,  she  evinced  the  first  sensibility  by  excessive 
frowning. 

The  temples  and  contiguous  parts  swelled  considerably  from 
the  leeches. 

For  some  time  she  continued  indistinct ;  but,  in  a  few  days, 
she  was  able  to  sit  up.     She  took  small  doses  of  the  submuriate  « 
of  quicksilver,  to  produce  and  keep  up  some  afiectioii  of  the  sa« 
livary  glands  ^  and  afterwards  purgatives  with  bitters,  &c. 

Nov.  10th. — The  mistura  ferri  composita  has  been  taken  for 
a  fortnight  or  three  weeks ;  but  now  medicine  is  omitted.  She 
walks  about  the  fao^ise  and  garden  a  little,  and  seems  compara- 
tively comfortable. 

January  1811. — For  some  time  after  the  termination  of  the 
above  account,  Mr^ appeared  to  improve  in  strength,  ex- 
cept in  the  last  summer,  when  she  sulTered  much  for  a  consider- 
able time,  from  difficulty  of  respiration  j  which,  being  conco- 
mitant with  anasarca,  was  supposed  to  aris^  from  effusion  into 
the  cellular  structure  of  the  lungs. 

After  a  long  trial  of  stimulating  diuretics,  &c.  it  was  removed 
by  the  free  use  of  digitalis  combined  with  tonics. 

After  this  period  her  state  was  very  variable ;  but  a  greater 
or  less  degree  oi  imbecility  and  tardiness  of  motion  always  ex- 
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isted.  Her  articulation  resembled  her  movements,  and  the  o- 
perations  of  the  mind  were  not  performed  with  more  celerity 
than  the  actions  of  the  body. 

The  senses  were  obtuse,  but  not  materially  impaired.  Her 
hearing  was  ^ten  very  duU,  and  the  skin  so  insensible  to  titilla- 
tion,  that,  in  the  summer,  she  could  suffer  a  swarm  of  flies  to 
travel  alx>ut  her  face  without  any  apparent  inconvenience. 

About  the  end  of  the  lasti  and  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
Ae  complained  of  violent  pain  in  the  head,  particularly  at  the 
back  part,  with  considerable  stifFaess  of  the  right  sternocleido- 
mastoideus  muscle,  and  of  all  the  muscles  of  that  side  the  neck, 
by  which  the  head  was  inclined  to  that  shoulder.  A  variety  of 
means  were  employed,  viz.  copious  pur^in^ ;  calomel  in  small 
doses,  chalybeate  with  myrrh,  &c.  j  digitahs,  blisters,  &c.  &c. 
vvithout  the  smallest  relief.  The  general  coldness  and  oedemat 
and  very  weak  pulse,  made  me  reluctant  to  apply  leeches ;  but 
having  derived  no  advantage  from  any  thing  else,  and  recollect^ 
ing  their  apparent  benefit  when  used  on  a  former  occasion,  I  or- 
dered two  to  each  temple.  They  were  applied  on  the  1 5th  of 
FebruaiTf  and  bled  freely.  On  the  16th  the  punctures  were  sur- 
rounded with  slight  erysipelatous  inflammation,  to  which  Mrs 
,  had  been  occasionally  liable.    The  ensuing  day  the  ad- 

jacent parts  became  very  oedematous.  The  eyes  were  closed 
from  swelling  in  the  palpebral,  the  cheeks  almost  even  with  the 
nose,  and  the  lips  protruded  to  the  utmost  the  skin  would  admit 
of;  every  feature  of  the  face  was  destroyed.  * 

Having  on  former  similar  occasions  employed  the  Hquor  plum- 
bi  acetatis  dilutus  with  success,  I  had  recourse  to  it  now,  al- 
though for  some  reasons  it  appeared  objectionable.  The  swell* 
ing  rapidly  subsided ;  but  in  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  the  dis- 
tension of  the  throaty  particularly  about  the  pharynx,  increased 
with  equal  rapidity.  When  the  attendants  saw  the  swelling 
commencing  about  the  chin  and  neck,  they  waited  for  my  appro- 
bation before  the  lotion  was  applied.  When  a  few  hours  had 
elapsed  I  was  sent  for,  and  from  the  violent  efforts  which  were 
requisite  to  respire,  I  apprehended  suffocation  was  very  nean 
She  was  not  able  to  swallow  any  thing.  By  irritating  the  &uces 
a  quantity  of  mucus,  which  had  accumulated,  was  Uirown  out, 
and  gave  some  relief.     The  chin  and  neck  were  hot. 

I  ordered  linen  to  be  peremptorily  dipped  in  the  lotion  and  laid 
over  the  parts,  and  the  benefit  was  immediate.     In  a  few  hours 


*  Tlie  Ic^cs  had  been  applied  to  auoUier  person  without  producing  «Dy  l>^ 

eflccUi. 
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she  could  breathe  comfortably ,  and  swallow;  some  aperient  and 
fever  medicines  were  prescribed  for  her. 

SOtfa. — She  could  sit  itp^  and  take  nourishment ;  but  although 
the  oedema  had  abated  it  was  not  removed;  and  deglutition  was 
rather  difficult.     She  was,  however,  greatly  better. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  21^  I  was  called 
up ;  the  patient  had  symptoms  of  an  attack  similar  to  that  in 
September  IB09.  She  was  breathing  stertorously ;  occasionally 
muttering  and  restless,  nearly  insensible,  but  might  be  roused  to 
attention  for  a  moment. 

Habeat  enema  stimulans,  statim* 
Submuriat.  hydr.  gr.  viij.  in  bolo  statim  sumenda. 
The  head  was  shaved,  and  a  cataplasm  of  mustard  and  flower 
mixed  up  with  brandy,  applied  to  it  and  to  the  feet. 

Imponatur  empl.  vesicat.  capiti  post  .f^taplasma. 
A  physician  was  now  called  in« 

Mrs was  completely  insensible. 

The  lurms  to  be  plao^  in  bags  of  chamomile  flowers,  heated 
with  hot  water,  and  sprinkled  with  mustard.  The  legs  to  be 
fomoited  with  a  strong  decoction  of  horse-radish,  and  the  tfai^a 
to  be  rubbed  with  a  stimulatiiig  ^nbrocation  of  sptr.  amm.  et 
tincL  oanth« 

Continuentur  enemata. . 
Repetatur  hydrar^ri  submurias  nocte« 
2Sd. — She  can  /swallow  a  httle  fluid,  and  reply  to  questions^ 
There  has  been  bat  very  little  discharge  fn»m  the  boweb* 
1^  Tincturse  jalapie  5ii. 
Ammon«  carbrmat.  gr.  ti. 
Pulv.  jal.  gi.  syr.  simpl.  Si. 

Aquae  menthse  sat  fvL  M*  ft.  haostus  4tis  boris  su* 
mendust 
In  the  course  of  the  daV  the  bowels  were  freely  evacuated. 
The  bea£-tea^  winet  and  every  thing  she  takes,  are  highly  sea-* 
»ned  with  capsicum.    That  degr^  which  is  pungent  to  another 
person  is  scarady  pereeived  by  th^  patient 

23d.— Considerably  better.  She  complains  of  headach,  and 
extr^ne  general  soreness.  The  feces  are  offensive.  The  pro- 
pcnsity  to  sleep  continues,  but  when  fully  awake  she  is  rational. 
She  caa  now  open  her  eyes.  The  nourishment  chiefly  depended 
upon  is  soup,  strongly  impregnated  with  meat 

Continuetur  haustus. 
Calomel,  gif.  ii.  vespere. 
24th. — Much  recovered.    The  inclination  to  sleep  diminish- 
ed; bowels  open  ;  hut  the  head  continues  painful. 
After  progressive  amendment  for  a  few  weeks,  she  was  able  to 
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go  down  stairs,  and  soon  regained  her  former  state,  at  wbich  she 
again  became  stationary. 

June  Sd. — Mrs  ■■  has  never  left  off  medicine  since  the 

conclusion  of  the  last  report.     Calomel  has  been  employed  again 
to  affect  the  mouth,  with  bitters  and  tonics  ;  the  roistura  ferri 
comp.  with  and  without  digitalis :  but  the  greatest  temporaiy 
benefit  has  been  experienced  from  the  following  draught : 
^  Rad.  rhei  concisas  5ii- 

Corticis  aurantii  exsiccati  §ss. 

Capsici  bacc.  3ss.     ' 

Aquae  ferventis  ^xii.~  Macera  per  horas  dnas  ;   cola  et 

adde  ' 

Pulv.  cinchon»  gr.  xv. 

Tincturae  sciUae  gtt.  xv.  M.  ft.  haust.  bis  die  sumen- 
dus. 
During  the  last  week  the  pain  of  the  head  increased,  on  which 
account  I  ordered  the  head  to  be  shaved  and  blistered,  from 
which  she  had  some  alleviation  of  the  pain  for  a  day  or  two.  I 
purposed  keeping  the  blister  open  for  some  time  5  but  perceiving 
that  the  head  and  face  were  becoming  erysipelatous,  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  heal  it  as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  torpor  and  debility  were  miich  as  they  have  been  for 
many  months.  She  walks  slowly  about  whenever  the  weather 
will  permit,  for  half  an  hour  or  a  little  more ;  appetite  perhaps 
a  little  better ;  but  experiences  great  difficulty  in  mastication 
from  tender  gums,  and  stifihess  in  the  massiter  muscles.  She 
speaks  so  very  deliberately,  and  with  so  much  apparent  difficuhy, 
that  it  is  painful  to  converse  with  her. 

The  draughts,  with  an  occasional  dose  of  submuriate  of  quick* 
silver,  keep  the  bowels  open. 

The  rigidity  of  the  lateral  cervical  muscles  continues. 
6th. — The  pain  of  the  head  not  having  lessened,  I  ordered 
6ome  decoction  and  tincture  of  bark,  with  sulphuric  add,  which, 
for  a  few  days,  seemed  advantageous. 

20th. — Affection  of  the  head,  torpor,  and  inclination  to  sleep, 
Baaterially  increased. 

g>  Tinct.  guaiaci  ammoniatae     ii. 

Decocti  cinchonee  5x.  ft.  haustus  bis  die  sumendus. 
25th. Headach  increased ;  hands  and  face  swelled;  respira- 
tion difficult,  and  pain  in  the  side. 
5,  Misturae  Carophoratae  giss. 
Tinct.  digit,  gtt.  xx.  fl.  haust.  bis  die  sumendus^ 
3()ih, — Much  better  in  every  respect, 
July  16th. — Continues  convalescent. 
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9>  Mist,  camph.  3x. 

Tinct.  cinnam.  comp.  511. 

Carb.  ammon.  gr.  v.  M.  ft.  haust.  ter  die  samendns. 

August  15. — Mrs is  now  better  than  she  has  been  for 

twelve  months  or  more.  Is  conversable ;  can  walk  about  for  an 
hour  or  more ;  appetite  good ;  face  and  bands  reduced  in  sixe; 
but  still  a  degree  of  torpor  remains. 

For  some  nights  she  has  been  in  a  tepid  salt-water  bath. 

20th. — Appetite  fails,  and  respiration  again  becomes  laborious, 
but  the  head  free  from  pain. 

She  had  proposed  a  journey  to  Dover,  but  now  determines 
only  to  visit  her  friends  at  Gravesend. 

She  undertook  this  journey  in  a  post-chaise  on  the  23d,  and 
bore  it  wdl ;  but,  finding  her  breathing  increasing  in  difficulty, 
she  returned  on  the  30th.     She  then  made  but  little  water. 

After  a  few.  days  she  was  better  again ;  but,  on  the  5th 
of  September,  symptoms  of  a  fatal  nature  appeared.  She 
came  down  stairs ;  had  no  pain ;  but  was  scarcely  able  to 
speak ;  her  eyes  were  depressed ;  and  her  countenance  anxi- 
ous. . 

She  ordered,  and  ate  a  lamb  chop  for  dinner. 
Impen.  vesicatorium  sterno. 

Takes  stimulating  diuretic  medicines. 

6th. — Had  not  rest  last  night ;  came  down  stairs  at  seven  o'- 
clock A.  M. :  could  scarcely  speak ;  but  ate  some  Iamb  for  din- 
ner. In  the  middle  of  the  day  she  read  a  long  letter  from  her 
husband,  who  was  then  absent,  although  with  some  difficulty. 
She  went  to  bed  about  five  o'clock ;  her  breathing  becoming 
gradually  shorter,  until  it  ceased.     She  died  about  half  past  nine 

o'clock. 
I 

Sectio  Cadaveris. — On  the  9th  Dr  Birkbeck,  who  had  attend- 
ed the  patient  several  times,  favoured  me  with  his  company, 
when,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr  Desormeaux  of  Barking,  I  o- 
pened  the  body. 

The  body  was  considerably  changed. 

The  brain  was  soft,  but  not  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  our  ex- 
amination. 

There  was  no  morbid  appearance  on  the  dura  mater.  The 
vessels  of  the  pia  mater  were  rather  turgid,  and  at  the  anterior 
and  under  part  of  the  right  hemisphere,  the  turgescence  was  by 
far  the  greatest. 

There  was  710  unnatural  effusion. 

The  ventricles  contained  a  very  little  more  fluid  than  usual ; 
the  posterior  horn  seemed  ratlier  enlarged. 
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"When  the  brain  was  inverted,  we  found  about  an  ottnce  of  a- 
]ueous  fluid  coHected  in  the  basis  cranii.  The  tunica  arachnoides 
oeneath  the  cerebelluni  was  considerably  thickened,  and  the  ves- 
sels of  the  pia  mater  in  this  part  more  turgid.  There  was  diso 
one  small  clot  of  blood,  perhaps  the  size  or  a  large  pea. 

There  was  no  akeration  in  the  structure  of  the  brain* 

The  abdomen  had  become  greatly  distended  in  the  course  oT 
the  last  24  hours  from  beginning  decomposition  ;  but  we  fotmd 
all  the  viscera  in  a  perfectly  natural  state. 

The  stomach,  intestines,  and  liverj  were  particularly  examin-' 
edy  and  appeared  decidedly  heal^y. 

The  gall-bladder  was  distended  with  healthy  bile.  Perhaps 
there  is  no  impropriety  in  mentioning,  that  the  app^idages  to 
the  uterus  on  the  left  side  were  of  a  dark  red  colour^  but  oo  tine 
I'ight  they  appeared  as  usual. 

Flaisiow,  Essex t  Sept.  19.  1811. 
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^ase  of  Inguinal  Aneurism  Cured  by  iying  the  External  Iliac  ArUnry. 

By  William  Ooodlad,  Sargeou. 

T^  the  beginning  of  June  I  was  consulted  by  John  Ramwelly  '' 

a  stout  muscular  man,  of  a  spare  habit  of  body,  a  floriil  com- 
plexion, and  about  ♦  1  years  of  age.  Upwards  of  three  year» 
*go,  tibe  patient  first  perceived  a  swelling  not  much  larger  than 
^  pea  on  the  inside  of  the  right  thigh.  It  caused  very  little 
pain  or  inconvenience,  and  did  not  increase  so  as  to  alarm  tum^ 
^^H,  after  his  recovery  from  a  severe  dysentery,  nine  months^ 
®go.  From  that  period,  its  increase  has  been  rapid.  It  is  now 
^^e  size  and  shape  of  a  pmt  bason,  with  its  rim  inverted ;  al- 
though six  months  ago  it  was  not,  by  the  patient's  report,  more 
^tan  one  fourth  its  present  size^  The  tumour  is  situated  at  the 
^^iperior  and  anterior  part  of  the  thigh,  extendmg  along  Pou- 
P^J^t's  ligament,  to  within  two  inches  of  the  anterior  superiop' 
5^ine  of  the  ilium,  and  about  four  inches  down  the  thigh.  It  is 
^^nse,  circumscribed,  and  appears  to  sink  deep  amongst  the. 
^^scles.  If  grasped  firmly,  a  dull  pulsatory  motion  is  clearly 
distinguishable.  This  pulsation  is  rendered  more  evident  by 
^^ndiug  the  thigh  upoa  the  pelvis ;.  and  by  a  continuance  ot* 
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the  pKssnre.  the  swellitig  becomes  much  lem  prominetit  Th4 
&rtery  passes  along  its  most  interior  surface,  and  gives  to  the 
finger  the  peculiar  thrill  characteristic  of  aneurism.  It  retain^ 
this  character,  till  it  passes  through  the  adductor  femoris  to  de* 
scend  into  the  ham,  when  it  is  no  longer  to  be  traced. 

A  bread-baker  by  trade,  the  patient  has  been  accustomed  to 
occasional  great  eitertion,  in  carrying  loads  of  flour  up  several 
sets  of  stairs.  But  his  employment,  during  the  last  seven  years, 
has  been  chiefly  performed  in  a  sitting  position ;  and  requires 
almost  no  exertion.  When  I  apprised  him  of  the  necessity  of 
an  operation,  I  learnt  that  he  bad  alfeady  consulted  two  sur-^ 
geons,  one  of  whom  advised  the  removal  of  the  tumor  by  ex- 
tirpation ;  the  other  bad  recommended  the  frequent  application 
of  blisters  to  it  This  diversity  of  opinion  was  attended  with 
a  proportionate  want  of  confidence  in  my  patient,  who  chose  to 
dder  it ;  and,  as  his  pulse  was  good,  his  appetite  tolerable,  his 
bowels  regular,  his  general  health  in  short  little  impaired,  I 
gave  him  general  directions,  and  desired  to  see  him  again  ere 
long. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  the  swelling  was  much  in  the  same 
state,  though  somewhat  larger.  It  produced  a  numbness  in  the 
thigh,  and  the  leg  towards  evening  began  to  swell;  A  trouble- 
some cough  now  came  on,  which,  with  a  fewda^^s  exertion,  pro^ 
duced  a  more  rapid  increase.  My  friend  and  late  master,  Mr 
Kilier  ijf  Manchester,  who  with  my  firiend  Mr  Hamilton  did  me 
the  favour  to  examine  my  patient,  entirely  coincided  with  me  in 
opinion,  and  the  operation  was  consented  to  when  the  cou^h  was 
remedied.  For  this  purpose  opium  with  digitalis  wasr  adminis* 
tered,  and  rest,  low  ^et,  and  occasional  laxative  medidfies  re-^ 
commended. 

From  this  period  to  the  latter  end  of  July,  the  tumour  increas- 
ed so  rapidly,  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  delay  the  opera* 
tion  no  longer,  though  some  cough  still  remained,  and  though 
the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  was  oppressive.  According- 
ly, it  was  performed  on  Tuesday  the  29th  of  July,  m  the  presence 
of  Messrs  Killer  and  Hamilton,  whose  very  friendly  attention  on 
this  and  everv  other  occasion  I  have  great  picture  in  being  abld 
to  acknowled^ge. 

An  incision,  upwards  of  three  inches  in  l^gth,  was  made 
through  the  integuments,  beginning  at  the  upper  margin  of  the 
tamour,  about  three  inches  from  the  symphysis  of  the  pubes-,  and 
carried  almost  directly  upwards.  In  the  dissection  of  the  ccl« 
lalar  membrane,  covering  the  aponeurosis  of  the  external  oh* 
lique  muscle,  several  arteries  were  divided,  which  supply  the  ad- 
jacent glands.    These  vessels  were  immediately  secured,  and 
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aaore  than  two  incbcs  of  the  taidiiioiis  ezpansioa  rxpnged,  It»^ 
fibres  were  carr&ny  divided  mod  dilated  downwards,  by  the 
probe-pointed  bi&ii>ury  introduced  upon  the  fing^.  The  artery 
wat  now  dearly  distingui:>hed  by  its  pnkatioiu  The  fibres  of 
the  external  obliaue,  with  the  margin  of  the  internal  and  the 
transvernalis  n;uMrtes,  were  also  divided  upwards,  to  aDow  suf- 
ficient i>pace  for  the  two  fore-fingers  of  the  left  hand  to  be  plac- 
ed in  conuci  with  the  arterial  sheath. 

I  endeavoured  to  detach  the  fiiscia,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  pass- 
iny  finger  round  the  artery.  In  this  attempt  considerable  diffi- 
culty was  experienced.  But^  by  keeping  the  artery  firmly  in  its 
aituation  upon  the  psoas  musci^  with  my  finger  and  thumb  in 
contact  with  it,  I  succeeded  in  passing  tlie  eyed  end  of  a  probe 
(about  half  an  inch  of  which  was  bent  to  a  right  angle)  under 
the  artery,  from  within  outwards.  The  shaft  of  the  probe  was 
tfradiially  bent  likewise  to  facilitate  its  turning  in  the  wound* 
A  double  ligature  being  put  through  the  eye,  the  probe  was  re- 
drawn,  Tne  upper  ligature  was  tied  as  blgh  as  possible  by  Mr 
Kulvr«  ^  The  pulsation  in  the  tumour  immediately  ceased.  The 
k>wvr  ligature  was  also  tied  \  but  as  the  space  between  the  Uga^ 
^^^^  dUl  not  appear  to  warrant  the  divbion  «)f  the  vessel,  it  was. 
*^  entire*  The  integuments  broiu^t  into  contact,  were  secur- 
^  by  a  ooupk  of  stitches,  stripes  of  adhesive  plaster  were  appli- 
^»  tuid  a  roller  passed  round  the  whole.    The  patient  was  put 


^.  HY « .     ^ 

f^t  cvHnK>rtabU  warm,  and  he  had  little  pain.  At  nine  o'clock 
^t\  tW  extmitgt  I  tound  his  skin  cool,  tongue  somewhat  furred, 
r^^*^^  K\\  wt>und  easy.  The  leg  and  thigh  quite  as  warm  as  on 
t\\c  i^>feHy.ite  side,  foot  a  little  colder.  He  has  had  a  few  short 
^*v«n  \yi^  atid  has  taken  bread,  milk  and  tea.    To  take  an  opiate 

M  Kx^  i»w^ew  TT 

W  ntovcday,  7  A.  M.— He  complains  of  much  pain  in  the 
V^vV*  ix-va^Jtmed  by  continuing  in  the  same  position,  which  pre- 
vtv^.xx^  \\\\\\  from  sleeping.  He  was  therefore  turned  on  his 
V^Av  ^iih  tte  tnee  bent  and  supported  by  pillows,  as  in  fracture 
o\  t^^e  li»igh.  He  has  occasional  throbbing,  some  thirst,  pulse 
f  \\  skin  cool;  The. leg  and  thigh  quite  as  warm  as  the  other, 
H^>\*  tocH  nearly  so.  To  take  lemonade  for  his  common  drink. 
\^ii»  !*•  ii. — He  has  had  an  hour's  sleep;  cough  somewhat 
htmhlesomej  pulse  100  j  tongue  furred  in  the  middle;  a  little 
•urcness  in  the  belly.     A  gentle  laxative  was  given. 

At  nine  o'clock  r.  M.  the  limb  was  hotter  than  the  healthy 
one  \  pulse  104,  and  fuller.    He  has  had  considerable  pain  in  iWe 
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head,  which  continued  till  seven  o'clock,  when  he  had  an  hoifr'd 
lefireshing  sleeps  and  awoke  better.    The  pain  in  his  back  con-^ 
tinaes  troublesome.     He  has  coughed  little,  and  expectorated 
freely.     No  pain,  or  tension,  in  the  abdomen ;  tongue  moist^* 
though  furred ;  urine  hot,  but  not  high-coloured  ;  nd  stool. 
R  Sulph.  magneSk  §iiJ4 
Vin.  antim.  gtt.  x. 
Tinct.  senn«  31). 
Aq.  parse  §i.     M« 
To  be  taken  immediately,  with  a  saline  draught  every  four  hou^J 

The  heat  of  the  atmosphere  has  been  quite  oppressive. 

Morning  visit,  (second  day.) — He  passed  the  night  with  only 
an  hour's  sleep ;  he  complains  much  of  his  back,  and  a  slight 
headach;  face  flushed;  skin  hot  and  dry$  pulse  116,  ratner 
hard ;  no  tension  in  the  abdomen ;  cough  troublesome  in  the 
night;  water  high-coloured,  and  scanty;  no  stool.  To  six 
drams  of  infusion  of  sennas,  and  a  dram  of  the  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia, half  an  ounce  of  the  liquor  of  acetite  of  ammonist  and  ten 
drops  of  antimonial  wine  were  added*  To  be  taken  every  three 
hours  until  the  bowels  are  opened* 

Noon  visit. — He  had  a  motion  soon  after  I  left  him  in  the 
morning,  and  several  hours  comfortable  sleep  in  the  forenoon. 
Poise  102,  soft;  skin  cool;  less  thirst;  back  easier  $  cough  still 
continues.  The  whole  limb  is  comfortably  warm  f  be  has  per- 
fect sensation  and  power  of  motion  in  the  toes ;  belly  quite  easy; 
To  continue  his  medicines  till  he  has  another  stool. 

He  had  some  return  of  fever  towards  evening,  but  as  it  subsid- 
ed he  had  two  hours  sleep,  and  was  much  refreshed.  Pulse  108f 
head  easy ;  tongue  moist  and  clean ;  skin  cooler ;  urine  hot  and 
high-coloured.  He  has  had  another  stool,  and  hds  taken  plen- 
tifiilly  of  pottage,  butter-milk,  and  tea.  To  a  dose  of  his  jpur^ 
gative  medicine  were  added  twenty  drops  of  laudanum^  to  be 
taken  at  bed-^time.  n 

Friday,  August  1st,  (the  third  day  after  the  operation.) — '-' 
The  dressings  were  removed  for  the  first  time.  The  inferioi* 
half  of  the  wound  is  a  mere  line^  the  superior  half  nearly  so. 
There  is  a  slight  blush  upon  the  edges,  but  no  pain  nor  tender- 
ness; discharge  moderate  and  healthy;  tongue  clean  and  moist; 
limb  warm  and  sensible ;  appetite  good ;  had  a  stool  this  morn-^ 
ing. 

Saturday. — He  has  slept  well  the  two  last  tiights,  and  has 
taken  broth,  pottage  and  milk;  pulse  84;  tongue  clean;  no 
thirst;  bowels  regular;  Mmb  comfortable.  The  wound  is  some- 
what separated  above  the  upper  ligature ;  discharge  copious^  but 
quite  puriform.     The  opiate  to  be  repeated* 

02 
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SrnvUr^  ylh^  aaU  day\«— Tlie  wovnd  cmiliDaet  to  look  well ; 
J^^^i  (r^»^  cvH^KHi!!  I  ihf^  hjts^turet  from  the  small  vessels  wkicb 
%^  tv  «*>«kM  to  (b^  ufiKHmtkni  have  come  away  ;  the  stitches,  be- 
^<  »  -rn^  N»  ¥ivvr«ciK  wfNW  r**itii»vcd  who  I  limb  warm  and  easy. 

\i  •ti\m\^  v^^<^  Jav\«-^MiMrh  as  jcslerday,  except  that  his 

v>s»v«t  ^iiv  t*<«HtvM\*M*aK*  m  rKi»  si^t.     He  bas  abo  been  roach 

f     I  .%^r  '>%  «  ^K'vVit  m^iMT  at  tK«  door,  but  is  now  calm;  the 

^\Hi«i\t  «\^*«>  ^c«i%  *JuHn(H  a  ^('u«;h  lines  the  opening  around  the 

:«t»«*>     *  ^st'Hv.  vitMrftiirt^  H^ntit^whsit  iocfeaacd,  bat  of  a  proper 

%•«.>  .  >^  *Mr  ^-.^  :  :ft|iiH^tK  ^i%i«L  To  tube  animal  food  once  a- 
^. .  • .  •   uttt  .^  'HH'vt^  :if  :(h*  twicnftiNiiMnr  honrSb 

l    s>M«».      \  ^*«^ ^  >\ab^  «{»;«PM!U  ^4nce  the  opcniioa  ;  be  con* 
,    .  s  K  «    ^x      •  <«o  .    >  >  ,;«*ti«r:«a  hiMtth  b^  caod  ;  bowels  regu* 
i-        .  X  -x.^    '*        V  v^«^   i«i.t  ^  :ne  wvMiRi  mntinnrrr  nnit 
^     <»    •  s^    V     w'H    *  Nn?   ti« '^Qfcne^  were  inserted.     The 

N  «x^.   ..  ^  *\i  ^^.-^T"  'nan  -  jt  jn  ^acb  in  bteiadth  ; 

•  -.«^  X*    *«x      ^v  >9k'*c:^'^  ^<ir*^Mmac^  "i!^ inapcr  fi^atnre 

V         ^  *    >i»»x^\^       «%       :v*   'n.t^  V  CMtvnMUW^i  gc.  cboMb  con- 

«^»  \    -^     '-  v    «^    .>^>te   Y'.*^  jiPWtLiLcaiir  22i^i  A  STsin  of 

^   ^  -•    >^  "^  ^   >«it«^  ««*•».   mem  rmL  a  <aMi  z?i>^ 

-^-  v.^ai^w  ^   .'ni»e  >*  directiv 

-  ^         *  ^  >^«"  -  ii«b«rge  not  so  mm 
V   .  ^      .4^  .  ..t>caar|i^  greatly  abeiM:  ^  r 


K-  jixwT  l^atore;  the  ioi 

•  N.%^n  ;  t.-^  woond  is  united  a?v«fai 

V      V     *.>*  ,:!.>«  cays  bas  ranged  from  "4  ^> 

V  ^-^  vv  >^^,»ar  ;  haab  easy. 

>>>*  >  ,.,^-.  .,  >-  The  »kin  over  the  amav^asal 

o    •K>»»   "^  two  ifKrhes  though  heibse  Ae 

>^^  X  "^  eonien^  ai«  fluid  ;  the 


^    x'^*'^ 


-^^  o^-v  ««-!&T  T^rerdaT ;  Ae  natient 
VN'    ^--^  •%  «»%%rt  ihe  limb  occasiotiallr  s 

^  ^   «  -  ?  % 

sx    >         •.-*>^     V  n:rther  the  dai^y  pio- 
.  V    *  -*-* '  ^  -^-o  >r^-^.     At  the  end  of 
'  ^o^r  i^^ii  a  pea$  tbe  dia» 


••V         "V 
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charge  was  trifling.  He  was  now  allowed  to  get  out  of  bed,  and 
walk  about  the  room  ;  though  very  weak,  there  was  no  percepti- 
ble difference  in  the  strength  or  feeling  of  the  iimbs.  'Fhe 
numbness  in  the  thigh,  which  had  become  trouble$K)me  before  the 
operation,  still  continues.  The  tumour  decreased  rapidly,  parti- 
cularly  towards  the  spine  of  the  ilium.  At  the  end  of  a  mouthy 
the  swelling  has  decreased  at  least  one-third  ;  the  wound  is  per- 
fecdy  healed,  and  the  patient  increases  in  strength  daily  ;  he  is 
now  able  to  take  considerable  exercise,  having  w^ked  nearly  two 
miles  in  one  day ;  the  limbs  are  of  an  equal  strength  and  thickn^Sy 
and  the  numbness  in  the  thigh  quite  removed. 

I  much  regretted  that,  in  Uiis  operation,  I  could  not  adopt  Mr 
Abemethy's  improved  method  of  tying  the  artery  to  its  full  ex- 
t^t,  since  1  could  not  separate  the  vessel  from  its  connexion, 
sufficiently  to  admit  of  its  division,  without  a  degree  of  violence, 
which  would  have  more  than  counterbalanced  th^  danger  of  a 
short  space  of  the  tube  (between  the  ligatures)  being  left  sepa- 
rated from  the  surrounding  parts ;  yet  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  the  chance  of  success  from  the  operation  was  diminished  by 
this  occurrence.  I  would,  however,  in  every  case,  apply  a  double 
ligature  upon  the  vessel,  since  the  same  process  which  pi^eventa 
the  accession  of  haemorrhage  by  the  application  of  the  upper  liga- 
ture, would  appear  likely  to  hinder  buch  an  occurrence  from  the 
lower  orifice  also ;  and  by  producing  adhesion  of  the  coats  of  the 
vessel  at  two  distinct  points,  you  render  the  ulcerative  process 
less  extensive,  and  confine  it  in  all  likdihood  entirely  to  the 
space  between  them. 

The  tunoiour,  at  the  period  of  the  operation,  extended  from  the 
antmor  superior  spine  of  the  ilium,  to  a  short  distance  from  the 
angle  of  the  pubes ;  and  its  apex  rose  so  high,  that  it  rendered 
Poupart's  ligament  exceedingly  obscure  in  this  space.  This  rapid 
extension  made  me  apprehensive  that  its  basis  would  extend  so 
far  under  the  crural  arch,  that  a  sound  part  of  the  artery  could 
not  be  reached  without  consida'able  difficulty.  This  circum- 
stance appears  the  more  likely  to  take  place,  when  we  consider 
the  powerful  resistance  which  the  fascia  of  the  thigh  presents  to 
the  increase  of  the  tumour  beneath  it,  and  the  comparative  faci- 
lity for  its  ascent  upwards,  where  it  meets  with  resistance  chiefly 
from  the  fascia  iliaca  of  Mr  Cooper.  ,  That  the  proper  sheath  of 
the  femoral  vessels,  in  its  natural  state,  can  contribute  little  to 
prevent  such  an  event,  will  be  easily  conceived,  particularly  if 
we  agree  with  the  same  skilful  surgeon,  that  all  crural  herniaB 
are  protruded,  in  the  first  place,  into  this  sheath,  and  that  the 
openings  for  the  passage  oi  the  lymphatic  vessels  are  large  e.- 
nuugh  to  allow  their  exit  from  it. 
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This  event  took  place  in  Mr  Abernethy'«  second  case;  and  that 
it  does  not  more  frequently  occur,  is  owing  to  that  law  which 
Mr  Hunter  firtt  noticed,  by  which  extraneous  bodies  approach 
towards  the  surface,  rather  than  in  a  lateral  direction,  and  by  the 
pressure  of  the  projected  fluid  producing  condensation  oi  the 
parts  around  it. 

The  probability  of  the  aneurismal  sac  participating  in  the  ir- 
ritation which  the  presence  of  the  ligatures  may  produce,  will  be 
in  proportion  to  their  contiguity.  Mr  Abernethy,  therefore^ 
very  judiciously  directs,  that  the  artery  be  tied  as  high  as  possi- 
ble, though  the  difficulty  of  reaching  it  is  thereby  increased,  and 
though  in  such  cases  the  surgeon  must  lay  aside  the  knife,  as  soon 
as  he  is  able  to  reach  the  arterial  sheath,  and  conduct  the  future 
.  steps  of  the  operation  by  the  finger,  or  by  a  blunt  instrument 
introduced  under  the  artery. 

As  the  ulceration  of  the  aneurismal  sac  would,  in  any  case, 
produce  so  much  constitutional  irritation,  as  would  render  this 
operation  doubly  hazardous,  (and  from  the  large  size  which  it  at- 
tained in  Barnwell's  case,  almost  certainly  fatal,)  it  cannot,  I 
think,  be  too  strongly  recommended  to  proceed  to  the  operation 
at  as  early  a  period  as  possible  {  that  is,  as  soon  as  the  flow  of 
blood  through  its  natural  channel,  and  the  conseguent  increase 
of  the  collateral  branches,  appears  adequate  to  the  support  of 
vitality  in  the  limb. 

It  is  pleasing*  to  reflect,  (because  it  shows  the  favourable  pro- 
gress of  this  branch  of  surgery),  that  though  Cheselden  trusted 
so  little  to  this  power,  that  he  had  difficulty  in  believing  the 
event  when  it  had  taken  place  in  the  arm,  the  judicious  boldness 
of  Mr  Abernethy  has  clearly  demonstrated,  that  the  operation 
♦  may  be  performed  with  safety  in  any  situation,  where  anatomy 
enables  us  to  reach  a  healthy  portion  of  the  artery. 

1  hat  the  supply  of  blood  was  adequate  to  the  proper  nutriment 
of  the  limb,  was  in  this  case  evident  from  the  day  of  the  opera- 
uon ;  although  the  artery  passed  too  near  the  surface  of  the  tu- 
mour, and  Its  pulsation  downwards  was  too  easily  traced  to  ad- 
mit a  supposition  that  the  circulatibn  through  it  was  much 
iropeaea.  1  he  absence  of  extensive  oedema  confirms  this  opi- 
Texte?^^^^^^^^  '^-  ^-  being  almost  entire- 

nected  esne^  n^  fever  was  much  less  than  could  have  been  ex- 
Jirst  days  afi^*^  k  ^^  ^^®  temperature  of  the  air  in  tlie  four  or  five 
'     Ruru    i^^^     >^  operation,  amounted  to  70°  in  the  shade. 

^*^^*  operation  I  have  heard  of  a  similar  case  in 
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this  neighbourhood.    The  patient  was  allowed  to  die  without  any 
effort  to  save  him  by  an  operation. 


VII. 

» 
Case  of  Erythema  Mercuriale,  accompanied  by  an  Affection  of  the 

Cornea.    By  J.  Nicholson,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 

Surgeons,  London. 

ToHN  SwAiNY,  a  native  of  Ireland,  of  a  spare  habit,  light  eyes 
•^  and  hair,  and  a  private  in  the  87th  regt.  was  admitted  into 
tbe  regimental  hospital  of  the  Derbyshire  Militia  at  Chelmsford, 
Jane  6th  1810,  with  chancres  on  the  prepuce  and  phimosis. 
Frictions  with  ung.  hydrarg.  were  immediately  employed  j  and 
a  weak  solution  of  the  hydrarg.  murias  was  injected  between  the 
prepuce  and  glans  penis. 

On  the  10th,  gonorrhoea  supervened.  On  the  ISth,  the  gums 
were  much  affected  by  the  mercury.  On  the  18th,  a  gland  in 
the  right  groin  was  enlarged,  and  tender,  and  he  complained  of 
pain  m  £e  penis,  which  was  slightly  swollen  and  inflamed. 
There  was  a  profuse  purulent  discharge  from  the  urethra.  The 
antiphlogistic  regimen  was  enjoined,  with  laxatives,  and  an  emol« 
lient  poultice  was  applied  to  the  penis. 

These  smyptoms  continued  without  abatement  till  the  2 1st,  at 
which  period  he  had  used  nine  drams  of  ung  hydrarg.,  which 
was  all  the  mercury  employed,  except  two  grains  of  submurias 
hydrarg.  which  were  given  in  comoination  with  opium  on  the 
19th.  On  the  22d,  me  tumefaction  and  inflammation  of  the 
penis  continued.  The  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  the  groins, 
and  upper  part  of  the  thighs,  were  observed  to  be  covered  with 
innumerable  papulae  of  a  bright  red  colour,  accompanied  by  a 
very  distressing  itching  sensation.  Tongue  was  white ;  bowels 
costive ;  pulse  120,  quick  and  full;  skin  hot  and  dry,  and  great 
thirst.  Eight  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn  from  the  arm,  which 
exhibited  a  few  patches  of  coagulable  lymph  on  the  surface  of  the 
crassamentum.  Before  the  ligature  was  removed,  he  became 
faint.  A  dose  of  sulphas  magnesias  was  given  ;  and  a  draught 
containing  antimon.  tartaris  and  sulph.  magnesiae  was  ordered  tp 
be  given  every  four  hours.  All  the  ointment  was  carefully  wash- 
ed off  the  thighs,  and  his  bedding  changed.  He  was  then  pu( 
mto  the  warm  bath. 
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The  following  account  is  extracted  firom  tbe  dirily  reports. 
June  23d. — FiJse  full  and  frequent}  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue 
white;  thirst  continues;  has  had  several  stools  since  yesterdays 
the  itching  was  much  rdieved  by  the  warm  bath.     The  inflaia- 
mation  and  tumefaction  of  the  penis  are  lessened.     The  papula 
are  more  diffused,  and  the  scrotum  is  much  affected. 
Cont.  haust  ant.  tart,  ^c 
Utatur  balneo  tepido. 
24th. — Pulse  120,  skin  hot  and  dry;  ton^e  dry,  brown  in 
|he  centre,  edged  with  white ;  the  tip  and  sides  are  of  a  bright 
red ;  great  thirst ;  bowels  regular ;  urine  high-coloured.     The 
papulflB  continue  to  extend  over  a  larger  surface.     Numerous 
small  vesicles,  containing  a  serous  fluid,  have  appeared  on  the 
thighs  and  lower  part  of  the  abdomen^     The  itching  is  not  to 
distressing ;  but  he  is  very  restless.     Let  him  have  baney-water^ 
acidulated  with  potasfise  supertartris,  to  drink. 
Cont.  haust.  4tS  ouaque  hora. 
26thw — The  erythema  nas  become  universal;  itching  less  dis- 
tressing; desquamation  from  part  of  the  thighs,  and  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen ;  the  palpebrae  and  tarsi  are  swollen  and  inflamed. 
The  other  symptoms  remain  as  on  the  24th. 

Cont.  haust.  ant  tart,  sine  sulph.  magnes.  et  cum  addit.  acet« 
potassae  dj. 

Adde  tinct  opii  gtt.  xxv.  haustui  vespertino. 
Utatur  balneo  tepido  p.  m. 
28th, — lA  slight  exudation  from  the  groins  and  scrotum  ap^ 
peared  yesterday ;  it  is  now  increased  in  quantity,  and  become 
ichorous.     Cont.  haust.  Applic.  amyl.  contrit.  vesiculis. 

SOth. — The  pulse  is  small,  sofl,  and  frequent ;  tongue  moist* 
er  and  cleaner ;  bowels  open.     Desquamation  and  discharge  go 
on.    The  palpebrae  are  less  swollen,  but  there  is  exudation  frona 
jhem.    Dozes  much.     Omit,  haust.  ant.  tert. 
Bi  Decoct,  cinchonae  gviii. 
Ext.  cinchonas  gii. 
Acid  sulph.  dil.  5iss. 
Capt.  gi  4ta  quaque  hora. 
Vini  rub.  §iv.  quolidie  sura. 
5»1  met.  opii  gtt.  xxx.  e  mist,  camph.  ^i.  h.  s.  sumend. 
""     /f*r"         inflammation  of  the  tarsi  is  increased.     Pulse 
soft  and  Irequent.     The  teeth  and  gums  are  covered  with  sordes. 
Exudation  from  various  parts  of  the  body.     There  is  not  more 
fetor  than  is   usually  attendant  on  a  mercurial  sore  mouth. 
Rowels  costive.     Cont.  cinchona. 

yont.  vini  rub.  gvui  per  diem. 
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^  Cerat.  calaminse,  olei  amygd.  a  3i.  tarsis  applic. . 
Cont.  amyl.  contr. 

4tli. — Pulse  96,  regular.  Skin  feels  soft  where  the  cuticle  has 
separated.  Desquamation  goes  on  ;  but  there  is  very  little  exu- 
dation. Tongue  clean  and  dry.  The  appetite  has  been  very 
much  impaired  during  the  disease,  but  is  now  improving.  Uo 
had  a  copious  stool  yesterday  from  ol.  ricini  ^ss. 

Both  eyes  have  a  very  unusual  appearance,  which  has  come  on 
during  the  night.  The  corneae  have  nearly  lost  their  transpa- 
rency, and  appear  dry,  exactly  resembling  an  eye  which  has 
been  exposed  to  the  air  for  some  time  after  death.  He  conti- 
nues to  do2e  much,  but  answers  questions  readily,  and  does  not 
complain  of  any  uneasiness  or  inconvenience  from  the  aiFection 
of  ibe  corneas.     Cont.  medicin. 

6th. — Pulse  soft  and  frequent;  tongue  clean  and  dry;  bowels 
regular;  inflammation  of  the  tarsi  much  lessened ;  corneae  remaia 
as  described  on  the  4th.  The  cuticle  is  entirely  desquamated* 
There  is  only  a  slight  discharge  from  the  scrotum  remaining. 
Cent.  med. 

lith* — Pulse  96,  soft;  tongue  dry;  bowels  costive;  says  he  feels 
well,  except  his  mouth,  which  is  still  sore ;  he  is  very  much  d©« 
bilitatcd;  the  comeae  are  regaining  their  natural  appearance; 
^  OL  ricini  Svit  statim  sum. 
Cont.  vaeA. 

12th. — Pulse  80;  skin  dry;  tongue  clean  and  moist;  appetite 
good ;  bowels  regular ;  corneas  perfectly  transparent ;  the  phy- 
mosis  continues,  with  slight  purulent  discharge ;  he  had  porter 
lb!i.  per  diem,  instead  of  wine^  and  some  animal  food.  He  takes 
the  cinchona  twice  a- day.    ^ 

28th. — Is  diuly  improving  in  streng^th ;  complains  of  much 
pain  in  the  left  hip,  and  has  difficulty  in  moving  the  thigh. 

The  pain  of  the  hip  soon  left  him,  and  he  regained  the  per- 
fect use  of  the  thigh.  His  recovery  was  slow,  and  was  retarded 
by  two  febrile  attacks.  He  was  discharged  from  the  hospital  on 
i9th  September,  free  from  disease,  though  not  strong  enotigh 
for  duty,  to  accompany  the  detachment  to  which  he  belonged  on 
its  inarch  into  StaiFordshire. 

Ht/thej  Kent,  Sth  Oct.  1811. 
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Case  of  Wounded  Diaphragm.    By  Alexander  Boyle,  A.  M* 

Surgeon,  62d  Regt.  of  Foot. 

"IXr.  G.,  a  man  about  40  years  of  age,  much  addicted  to  the  use 
^  ^  of  wine,  was,  on  the  2d  of  January  1810,  soon  after  dia- 
xier,  suddenly  seized  wich  violent  pain,  which  he  referred  to  the 
epigastrium ;  and  which  was  immediately  followed  by  nausea  and 
.vomiting.  I  saw  him,  about  an  hour  after  he  was  attacked,  when 
the  inclination  to  vomit  still  continued,  and  he  began  to  com« 
plain  of  cold  and  chilliness.  The  pain  in  the  region  of  the  sto* 
mach  did  not  now  appear  so  exquisite  as  at  first;  nor  was  it  evi- 
dently increased  by  moderate  pressure.  There  was  no  tension 
of  the  belly  $  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  remarked  an  extraordinary 
hollowness,  or  drawing  in,  about  the  umbilicus.  He  complained 
greatly  of  thirst;  his  tongue  was  dry,  and  chopped,  and  had  a 
bright  glossy  hue.  He  told  me  he  nad  had  a  regular  motion  of 
his  Dowels  tne  same  morning.  His  skin  was  hot  and  dry;  and 
the  temperature  about  98^.  His  pulse  w\s  full  and  hard,  and 
90  in  the  minute.  Though  the  symptoms  varied  a  little  from 
those  usually  met  with  in  gastric  or  intestinal  inflammation, 
there  still  appeared  such  characteristic  marks,  as  determined  me, 
by  a  vigorous  treatment,  to  guard  against  the  fallacious  nature 
v^hich  those  complaints  sometimes  assume.  Twenty-six  ounces  of 
blood  were  taken  from  the  arm  ;  and  the  evacuation  would  have 
been  carried  still  farther,  had  I  not  been  obh'ged  tp  desist,,  on 
observing  a  tendency  to  deliquium  coming  on.  He  was  put  into 
a  tepid  bath  ;  he  took  an  ounce  oioL  ricinj ;  and  a  large  enem^ 
was  thrown  up.  The  oil  was  immediately  rejected ;  but,  on  his 
coming  out  ot  the  bath,  he  had  two  copious  stools.  After  this, 
the  pain  was  not  sensibly  abated,  and  the  smallest  quantity  of 
fluid,  received  into  the  stomach,  ^as  instantly  rejected-  In  this 
state  he  continued  the  whole  night.  Towards  morning,  he  had 
another  evacuation  by  stool ;  he  appeared  cheerful,  and  said  he 
felt  no  pain.  These  symptoms,  however,  did  not  deceive  me; 
Jhs  pulse  was  scarcely  to  be  felt,  and  cold  drops  of  sweet  bedew- 
ed his  forehead,  plainly  announcing  the  fast  approach  of  death, 
^hich  happened  soon  after. 
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Appearances  on  Dissection. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  there  appeared  an  extraordinary  de- 
rangement of  parts.  The  stomach  first  presented  itself,  distend- 
ed with  fluid  to  a  most  enormous  size,  and  occupying  nearly 
the  whole  cavity.  It  appeared  to  be  somewhat  drawn  from  its 
natural  situation,  and  approached  so  closely  to  thepubesj  that  the 
fingers  could  scarcely  pass  between  them.  With  the  exception 
of  a  few  minute  red  points  externally,  the  stomach  exhibited  no 
other  marks  of  inflammation.  The  stomach  being  now  raised  up, 
the  diaphragm  presented  a  convex  surface  towards  the  abdomen. 
It  was  very  tense ;  and  the  whole  volume  of  intestines  which 
is  not  bound  closely  to  the  spine  by  the  mesentery,  was  found  to 
have  passed  through  a  preternatural  opening  in  the  muscular  part 
of  the  diaphragm,  on  the  left  side.  On  opening  the  thorax,  it 
was  found  to  contain  several  quarts  of  fluid,  no  doubt  secreted 
on  the  vast  surface  of  inflamed  intestine,  found  lodged  withia 
that  cavity ;  none,  however,  was  found  in  the  abdomen  ;  its 
escape  from  the  thorax  being,  no  doubt,  prevented  by  the  pressure 
of  the  parts  upon  the  orifice,  acting  in  the  manner  of  a  valve. 
Both  lobes  of  the  lungs  were  of  a  pale  colour,  and  studded  with 
small  purple  spots.  The  left  lung  was  compressed  into  one- 
third  of  its  natural  size,  and  was  confined  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  cavity,  while  the  lower  part  of  the  chest  was  completely  oc- 
cupied by  the  displaced  intestines.  The  duodenum  showed  no 
marks  of  disease,  and  retained  its  natural  situation.  The  jepmum^ 
however,  the  whole  of  the  ileumy  (except  about  eight  inches)  and 
the  transverse  portion  of  the  colon,  had  passed  through  this  pre- 
ternatural opening.  These  parts  were  of  a  livid  blue  colour, 
but  of  firm  texture;  and,  on  several  parts  of  the  mesentery,  and 
mesocolon,  which  were  loaded  with  fat,  there  appeared  large, 
red,  and  livid  blotches.  The  opening  easily  admitted  two  fin- 
gers ;  and  the  omentum,  which  had  also  passed  through  it,  and 
adhered  firmly  to  the  adjacent  parts,  was  convoluted  round  the 
colon  in  a  singular  manner,  and  nearly  invested  the  whole  of  the 
protruded  intestine,  in  a  sort  of  pouch  or  sac.  The  edge  of  the 
orifice  was  smooth,  and  had  a  ligamentous  hardness.  It  did  not 
embrace  the  parts  so  firmly  as  to  produce  strangulation  of  the 
gulf  and  the  intestinal  tube  was  quite  pervious. 

All  around  the  margin  of  the  opening,  strong  membranoui 
productions  of  considerable  length  were  observed,  stretching  out^ 
and  forming  attachments  to  the  pleura  costalis,  themec^iastinum, 
and  some  parts  of  the  intestines.  My  attempts  to  account  for 
the  singularity  of  these  appearances,  brought  to  my  recollection 
(hat  this  maUi  about  eleven  months  before,  had  received  a  wound 
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in  the  left  side,  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  rib,  passing  obliqu 
]y  downwards*     He  was  brought  to  the  hospital  about  midnight:* 
A  small  portion  of  soft  cellular  membrane  protruded  from  th^ 
wound*     The  wound  was  dilated  in  order  to  facilitate  the  return, 
of  the  protruded  part,  but  was  healed  in  a  few  days,  without  the 
appearance  of  any  bad  symptom.     About  seven  months  after  he 
had  received  this  injury,  he  complained  of  slight  disorder  in  his 
bowels,  but  of  which  he  soon  recovered,     lliis,  I  believe,  was 
the  first  time  he  had  complained  since  the  wound  was  inflicted. 
From  this  time,  however,  he  became  less  able  to  bear  fatigue  ^ 
he  could  not  stand  erect  without  feeling  some  uneasiness ;  res** 
piration  was  affected  j  and  even  moderate  exercise  was  supported 
with  difficulty. 

Observations* 
From  the  days  of  Hippocrates,  wounds  of  the  diaphragm  have 
been  deemed  mortal.  The  above  case,  however,  presents  one 
instance,  wherein  this  event  did  not  immediately  follow  ;  and  in 
which  it  did  not  ultimately  seem  to  have  depended  so  much  upon 
the  mere  injury  inflicted  on  the  part,  a^  upon  the  future  derange- 
ment to  which  the  wound  gave  origin.  Some  instances  are  re« 
lated  by  Morgagni,  in  which  wounds  passing  through  the  mus- 
cular part  of  the  diaphragm  are  said  to  have  healed ;  which  hap* 
py  circumstance,  in  the  case  now  related,  appears  to  have  been 

i)revented  by  the  interposition  of  the  omentum,  which  speedily 
brmed  attachments  within  the  cavity  of  the  thorax ;  and  the 
coalescence  of  the  edges  of  the  wound  around  this  substance, 
was  seemingly  interrupted  by  the  constant  action  of  this  muscle, 
in  performing  the  office  of  respiration.  Except  the  protrusion 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  omentum,  no  symptom  appeared,  usu- 
ally supposed  \o  denote  injury  of  this  part.  There  was  neither 
hiccup  nor  paraphrcaiitis ;  and  the  respiration  did  not  become 
affected  until  seven  months  afterwards,  when,  it  is  probable, 
the  vast  volume  of  intestine  accumulated  in  the  thorax,  in  some 
degree  impeded  the  action  of  the  heart.  In  all  the  cases  which 
came  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  Morgagni,  the  wound  of 
the  diaphragm  was  complicated  with  wounds  of  other  important 

Earts,  as  of  the  heart,  lungs,  and  stomach ;  and  they  all,  as  might 
e  expected,  very  soon  terminated  fatally. 

Mtlazzo,  29lk  August,  1811» 
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Case  of  Chorea  cured  by  Purgative  Medicines^  communicated  to 
Dr  J.  Hamilton  senior,  by  Hardwicks  Shute,  M«D. 
Pbysician,  Bath. 

THE  prejudices  entertained  by  very  high  medical  aathoritiea 
a^inst  the  use  of  purgatives  in  chorea,  at  least  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  can  only  be  effectually  counteracted  by  an  ac- 
cumalation  of  evidence  to  the  contrary ;  and  in  this  point  of 
view,  every  impartial  history  of  this  disease  and  its  treatment 
becomes  interesting.  The  opinion  very  generally  entertained, 
that  the  free  use  of  purgatives  will  always  induce  a  great  degree 
oF  debility,  has  so  strongly  prepossessed  the  minds  of  practi- 
tioners in  general,  that  nothing,.  I  believci  but  individual  expe« 
rience  can  fully  prove  it  to  be  erroneous. 

The  person  whose  case  I  am  now  to  record,  was  a  female  of  a 
constitution  rather  delicate  than  otherwise,  and  inclining  to  the 
sanguineous  temperament;  she  complained  but  once  of  weak- 
ness ;  but  the  state  of  the  pulse,  and  other  circumstances,  in- 
duced me  to  persevere  in  the  practice  I  had  adopted,  and  the 
complaint  was  not  repeated.  No  tonic  remedies  were  had  re- 
course to  after  the  removal  of  the  spasms,  as  nothing  occurred 
to  indicate  their  use.  The  obstinacy  of  the  complaint  under  a 
different  treatment,  as  it  occurred  five  years  ago, — the  period 
of  its  recurrence,  (this  being  considered  as  a  disease  almost  pe- 
culiar to  children) — the  violence  and  speedy  removal  of  the  sym- 
ptoms, as  well  as  the  great  advantage  derived  from  the  use  of 
purgatives,  cannot  escape  observation. 

August  29.  1811. — Miss  -^—  in  her  21st  year,  is  affected 
with  constant  and  violent  irregular  motions  of  the  arms,  legs,, 
head,  and  occasionally  trunk  of  the  body.  The  right  arm  is 
chiefly  afiected,  and  much  bruised  from  the  repeated  blows  it 
receives.  The  spasms  continue  during  sleep,  which  is  short 
and  disturbed.  The  speech  is  hurried,  and  very  inarticulate ; 
the  belly  irregular ;  appetite  much  impaired ;  the  pulse  calm, 
fod  not  affected  by  the  spasms.  The  catameniee  are  regular, 
and  disappeared  a  few  days  previous  to  the  attack.  Miss  ^ 
was  affected  with  a  disease  very  similar  to  her  present  complaints^ 
five  years  ago,  which  continued  fifteen  weeks,  felfae  has  been  ill 
about  ten  days,  is  now  confined  to  bed,  and  has  taken  some 
^ning  medicines  aud  assafcetida. 


4S         Dr  Shute*5  Case  <^  Chorea  cured  by  Purgatives.        Jan« 

?o  Hydrargyri  submuriatis  gr.  v. 
Jalape  pulveris  gr.  xr* 

Confect.  rosse  canin.  q.  8*  ut  fiant  pilulse  No.iv. — ^hora 
tomni  sumrndae ; — et  eras  primo  mane  habeat  misturam  ex 
Infus.  sennae  ^iij. 
Tincturffi  sennfle, 
Potassfle  sulphatis  aa  %  ss. 

SOth.-^The  medicine  has  been  taken ;  the  alvine  evacuatioti 
ig  copicmsy  fluid,  dark,  and  scybalous.  The  spasms  are  not  S9 
violent,  the  left  side  being  chiefly  afiected.  Sleep  is  more  com- 
posed. 

1^  Masses  piluL  aloeticarum  (Ph.  Ed.)  f  ss.  Divide  in  pi- 
lulas  xlviii,  quarum  sumantur  tres  hora  somni,  et  eras  mane  re- 
petantur. 

31  St. — The  alvine  evacuation  is  less  copious,  but  in  other  rc^- 
spects  the  same  as  yesterday.  The  spasms  are  less  violent,  and 
the  symptoms,  on  the  whole,  are  a  little  abated. 

Repetantur  pilulae  aloeticas  No.  iii.  quarta  quaque  hora. 

Sept.  1st. — One  drachm  of  the  aloetic  mass  has  been  taken  i 
the  alvine  evacuation  is  the  same  as  yesterday ;  but  the  spasms 
are  much  aggravated.  The  patient  complains  of  weakness,  but 
the  pulse  is  calm,  and  moderately  firm. 

Continuentur  pilules  aloeticae  ut  heri. 

2d. — One  drachm  of  the  aloetic  mass  has  been  taken,  but  the 
alvine  evacuation  is  scanty  and  scybalous,  though  of  more  natu- 
ral colour  than  hitherto.  The  patient  left  her  bed  this  morning, 
and  has  been  walking  in  the  garden.  The  right  foot  is  not  rais- 
ed from  the  ground  in  walking,  though  it  is  free  from  any  spas- 
modic motion,  which  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  flexore» 
digitorum  of  the  left  hand.     She  is  in  every  respect  better. 

Repetatur  eras  mane  itiistura  e  senna  ut  antea  preescripta;  et 
Gontinuenter  pilulee  aloeticae. 

^d. — The  alvine  evacuation  is  more  copious  than  yesterday, 
but  in  other  respects  the  same.  The  convulsive  motions  are  a 
little  increased. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  No.  iii.  mane  et  vespere, 

5th, — --The  pills  have  been  continued  as  directed ;  the  evacua- 
tions are  fluid,  less  scybalous,  and  more  natural  in  appearance 
than  hitherto.  The  convulsive  motions  are  nearly  gone.  Con- 
tinuentur pilute  u.  a. 

7th.— I  found  my  patient  working  with  her  needle,  and  free 
from  spasms.     Cont.  pilules  mane  et  vespere. 

9lh. — Continues  well. 
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1 2th. — Continues  well     Habeat  pilulas  aloeticaS)  quarum  au- 
geatur  vel  minuatur  dosis  ut  res  requirant. 
19th. — No  return  of  complaints. 
BalA^  Nao.  16th,  1811. 
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Observations  upon  Venereal  Disease,    By  J.  Peake,  Member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,*^  London. 

THERE  has  been  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  medical  practitioners, 
whether  those  symptoms  of  venereal  disease,  termed  second^ . 
euy,  as  venereal  sore  throat,  &c.  can  come  on  antecedently  to 
some  local  afiection  from  the  application  of  venereal  virus,  pro- 
ducing ulceration  or  chancre. 

Some  cases  have  come  under  my  own  immediate  notice  and 
care,  which  will,  I  think,  warrant  a  belief,  that  ^an  absorption 
of  the  virus  may  take  place,  without  producing  any  local  effect; 
and  that  bubo,  and  even  ulceration  of  the  throat,  may  be,  as  it 
were,  the  primary  seat  of  the  disease. 

A  young  man  lately  consulted  me  for  the  cure  of  two  buboe» . 
in  the  groin,  which  had  existed  there  for  two  or  three  months . 
previous^;  they  had  proceeded  on  to  suppuration,  and  discharg- 
ed DOW  a  thin  offensive  kind  of  matter ;  below  one  of  them  was 
a  awelling,  which  contained  pus,  but  deep-seated.     This  I  after- 
wards opened,  and  let  out  a  considerable  quantity.     He  com- 
plained to  me  also  of  sore  throat,  and,  upon  inspectioti,  I  noticed 
upon  the  tonsil  glands  on  each  side,  ulcerations  decidedly  cha- 
racteristic of  venereal  sore  or  chancre.     These  ulcerations,  he 
said.  Came  on  as  soon  as  matter  had  formed  in  the  buboes,  and 
had  continued  ever  since.     I  questioned  him  partici^arly  as  to  his 
having  any  sore  upon  the  penis  preceding  these  symptoms ;  and  • 
he  assured  me  most  positively  that  he  never  had.     I  then  exa- 
mined the  penis,  but  could  not  discover  the  least  appearance  of* 
chancre  or  sore  having  been  there ;  he  had  never  before  any  ve- . 
nereal  affectiod  whatever;  and  the  symptoms  under  which  he  now 
laboured,  neither  he,  nor  the  medical  attendant,  under  whose  care 
he  had  been  for  some  time,  suspected  to  arise  from  such  a  cause, 
until,  finding  himself  worse  under  the  prescribed  remedies,  he 
Was  induced  to  procure  some  mercurial  pilib  from  an  ^vertising 
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cjuack  in  London,  and,  after  takinsf  one  box,  he  found  his  mouth 
6oro,  and  his  throat  considerably  better. 

I  advised  him  to  undergo  a  r^ular  course  of  mercury,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  very  short  time,  he  perceived  its  beneficial  efiects. 
The  throat  became  well.  Tlie  glands  in  the  groin  healed,  but 
there  was  still  a  discharge  from  the  sore  which  had  formed  be* 
low  one  of  them.  This  gradually  gave  way  to  the  medicine, 
and,  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  weeks  he  perfectly  recovered. 

Some  few  yeilrs  ago,  I  was  requested  by  a  medical  student  to 
give  my  opinion  upon  some  slight  ulcerations  on  the  one  side  of 
the  uvula,  and  upon  both  tonsil  glands,  which  he  suspected, 
from  their  appearance,  to  be  incipient  venereal  sore  throats 
Upon  seeing  them  I  was  decidedly  of  that  opinion,  and  indeed 
so  were  others  much  accustomed  to  see  practice  of  this  kind. 
How  they  could  arise,  he  was  much  at  a  loss  to  know;  he  bad 
had  a  venereal  complaint  twelve  months  before ;  but  he  had  un- 
dergone for  it  a  regular  mercurial  course.  The  affection  at  that 
time  consisted  alone  in  a  small  chancre ;  which,  as  soon  as  he 
perceived,  he  immediately  commenced  a  regular  cpurse  of  mer- 
cury ;  and  in  the  course  of  ten  days  it  healed,  but  he  continued 
under  the  influence  of  the  medicine  for  three  weeks  after.  He 
had  never  before  or  since  any  venereal  affection.  He  hesitated 
now  a  short  time,  to  commence  another  mercurial  course,  and 
the  disease  began  to  extend  itself  rapidly  ;  he  at  length  consent- 
ed to  its  adoption,  and  soon  perceived  its  good  effects.  He  per- 
severed until  the  ulcerations  were  perfectly  healed,  and  has  re- 
mained well  ever  since. 

A  gentleman  is  at  present  under  my  care  who  has  a  venereal 
bubo  in  the  groin  ;  it  has  suppurated,  and  discharges  a  thin  of- 
fensive kind  of  matter.  Has  had  no  affection  of  the  throat ;  but 
when  lie  first  applied  to  me,  the  sore  was  extending  itself  rapid- 
ly. He  assures  me  positively,  that  he  never  had  any  sore  upon 
the  penis,  and  never  before  any  venereal  affection,  except  some 
months  ago  a  slight  gonorrhoea.  I  have  placed  him  under  a  re* 
gular  mercurial  course,  and  he  is  getting  well  very  fast. 

The  late  Mn  Hunttr,  in  his  work  on  venereal  disease,  observes^ 
**  that  the  venertal  poison  may  be  absorbed  without  producing 
local  effects  ;  **  but  he  farther  adds,  **  it  must  be  allowed,  such 
instances  are  very  rare  i  and  if  we  were  to  examine  the  parts  ve- 
ry carefully,  or  inquire  of  the  patients  very  strictly,  probably  a 
small  chancre  might  be  discovered  to  have  been  the  cause." 

I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  different  persons  whose  cases  I  have  just  related.  In  two 
of  them,  no  local  affection  of  lues  venerea  could  be  traced  ;  yet 
they  had  buboes  and  other  venereal  symptoms,  which  arise  from 
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the  absorption  into  the  constitution  of  the  vaiereal  poison  In 
the  third  case,  the  disease,  it  is  found,  had  existed  twelve  months 
before;  yet  if  mercury  will  cure  it,  a  just  and  fair  inference  '>ay, 
I  think,  be  drawn,  that  it  was  then  cured,  (without  taking  others- 
wise  into  consideration  the  lei^th  of  time  which  the  virus  must 
have  remained  inert  in  the  system) ;  and  that  this,  as  weH  as  the 
oth^  two  cases,  arose  from  the  absorption  of  the  poison,  with- 
out its  producing  a  local  efiect. 
Chipping  Ongar^  Essex^  Nov.  Sth^  1811. 
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Case  in  whicJi  the  Beneficial  effects  of  Friction^  as  recommended  bi/ 
Mr  Grosvenor,  of  Oxford^  were  strongly  exemplified.  Com- 
municated by  Dr  Duncan,  Senior. 

OF  all  the  new  modes  of  treating  diseases,  which  have  of  late 
obtained  great  celebrity  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  no  one, 
in  my  opinion,  is  productive  of  more  beneficial  efiect,  than  the 
assiduous  application  of  friction,  in  the  manner  introduced  by  Mr 
Grosvenor,  of  Oxford.  Some  years  ago  my  worthy  friend  Dr 
Wall,  of  Oxford,  favoured  Yne  with  a  particular  account  of  Mr 
Grosvenor's  manner  of  employing  friction,  which  had  been  sue* 
cessfully  employed  in  the  case  of  Dr  Wall's  own  daughter.  Since 
that  I  have  frequently  directed  it,  and,  I  think,  in  many  cases 
with  benefit.  But  of  all  the  cases  of  which  I  have  ever  heard, 
that  of  which  an  account  is  given  in  the  following  letter,  affords 
the  most  wonderful  and  unexpected  instance  of  recovery  by  means 
of  friction.  As  the  letter  is  written  by  a  lady  of  great  discern- 
ment, and  a  most  affectionate  mother,  I  shall  make  no  apology  for 
requesdug  that  you  will  give  it  a  place  in  your  Journal,  in  her 
own  words. 

To  Dr  Duncan^  senior^  Edinburgh, 
**  I  doubt,  my  dear  doctor,  you  will  feel  some  surprise  at  now 
receiving  a  letter  from  an  old  acquaintance,  after  such  an  inter- 
val of  silence ;  but  I  must  confess,  that  ray  recollection  of  your 
kindness  and  attention  to  my  family  during  our  residence  in  Edin- 
burgh, is  so  strong,  that  I  cannot  resist  my  desire  of  renewing 
your  recollection  of  us — more  particularly,  as  I  have  a  most  fisi- 
\ourable  account  to  give  of  your  little  patient  Margaret,  who  got 
the  bad  knee«  after  the  scarlatina' she  had,  when  in  Albany  street. 
I  believe  the  last  time  I  wrote  to  you,  was  to  take  youi"  advice  for 
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her,  in  1807,  from  St  John's  in  Yorkshire.  During  our  stay  in 
that  county,  Margaret  got  infinitely  worse  j  the  knee  swelled  to 
a  great  size ;  the  lower  part  of  the  limb  became  proportionably 
wasted  ;  her  health  gave  way ;  general  debility,  loss  of  appetite, 
quick  pulse,  morning  perspirations,  and  heightened  Gomplexioi>, 
seemed  to  portend  the  most  unhappy  termination. 

**  Mr  Hey,  of  Leeds,  a  surgeon  of  eminence,  visited  her,  and 
seemed  to  think  very  badly  of  the  case*  He  recommended  au  inir- 
mediate  removal  to  the  sea^shore,  and  to  a  warmer  situation. 
We  removed  Xf>  Parkgate,  in  Cheshire,  in  May  1 808 — and  Marga- 
r.et  received  considerablebenefit  from  sea  air,  bathing,  and  exercise. 
Her  general  health  seemed  established,  and  we  remained  there 
with  her  till  late  in  the  month  of  October.  That  winter  passed 
tolerably  with  her,  in  Chester ;  but  in  the  spring  she  got  bad 
again.  We  brought  her  to  Buxton,  in  March,  and  from  that  to 
Parkgate,  in  June,   1809;  the  air  and  water  seemed  to  have 

•  the  same  beneficial  effect  on  her  general  health  ;  but  she  was 
not  better  of  her  lameness ;  on  the  contrary,  ihe  leg  was  so 
contracted,  so  incapable  of  bearing  any  part-  of  the  weight  of  her 

•  body,  or,  indeed,  of  touching  the  ground,  that  she  was  obliged  to 
use  a  crutch ;  her  knee  was  frequently  bled  with  leeches,  and  tepid 
water  poured  over  it,  according  to  the  directions  of  Dr  Monro^ 
while  calomel,  hemlock,  lime,  &c.  were  tried  without  any  suc- 

•  tess.     Still,  however,  there  was  no  sore;  and  assured  of  the  conse- 

•  quences  which  might  arise  from  the  skin  being  broken^  I  was  par- 
ticularly careful  never  to  let  any  remedy  be  used,  likely  to  pro- 
duce that  effect ;  of  course  there  was  neither  blisters,  caustics,  nor 
issues.  Appearances,  however,  indicated  that  sores  could  not  long 
be  prevented,  the  knee  got  very  much  discoloured,  and  pointed  in 
several  places,  underneath  and  among  the  tendons  on  one  side. 

*•  Under  these  circumstances  she  was  seen  by  the  elder  Dr  Currie 
of  this  city,  who  mentioned  to  me  Mr  John  Grosvenor,  a  surgeon 
of  eminence  in  Oxford,  as  a  person  whom  he  knew  to  have  per- 
formed some  remarkable curesir  I  wrote  to  him  stating  Margaret's 
situation,  and  though  be  gave  me  little,  or  indeed  no  encourage- 
ment, (for  he  said  it  was  in  incipient  cases  his  plan  was  mostly 
beneficial),  I  brought  her  to  Oxford,  December  1809.  After  stay- 
ing with  her  a  few  weeks,  and  Mr  Grosvenor's  telling  me  "  he 
had  cured  as  bnd^"  I  took  a  lodging  for  her,  and  left  her  with -a 
confidential  servant  under  Mr  wosvenor's  care. 

*'  The  result  was,  that  she  escaped  the  usual  spring  attack,  and 
at  the  end  of  seven  months,  in  July  following,  returned  to  me, 
walking  without  either  crutch  or  stick,  laying  her  heel  flat  to  the 
ground,  and  with  but  little  lameness,  which  a  constant  persever- 
ance since  in  his  mode  of  treatment  has  entirely^  removed.     She  i«^ 
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at  this  moment  perfectly  free  from  lameness,  or  disease  of  any 
kind  ;  that  leg  as  large^as  the  other,  and"  little,  or  no  difference 
in  the  figure  of  the  knee. 

'^  Friction,  exercise  on  foot,  and  the  occasional  use  of  calomel, 
were  the  only  remedies  used,  and  are  to  be  continued  till  she  at- 
tains her  full  growth, — she  is  now  in  her  13th  year.  I  know,  my 
dear  doctor,  from  my  former  experience,  that  you  will  sympathize 
with  Mr  W.  and  me,  in  the  happy  termination  of  a  disease  which 
I  began  to  consider  as  incurable. 

Chester y  September  2Uh^  1811. 
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Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  Small-poa  qfier  Q/OD-pox*  By 
Thomas  Charles  Haben,  Surgeon  to  the  Derbyshire  Ge- 
neral Infirmary. 

*  ■ 

Tt  is  somewhat  flattering  to  our  iiatibnal  vanity,  that,  in  Great 
-*-  Britain,  nearly  the  whole  of  those  discoveries  have  had  their 
birth,  ta  which  natural  philosophy  and  medicine  owe  their  pre- 
sent reputation  and  advancement ;  and  while  we  glory  in  the 
names  of  Bacon,  of  Newton,  of  Priestley,  and  of  Harvey,  we 
feel  ourselves  bound  to  express  a  just  indignation  at  the  male- 
volence of  those,  whose  unfounded  assertions  threw  a  cloud  over 
the  latter  days  of  the  last  mentioned  philosopher,  and  made  his 
excellent  labours  the  ruin  of  his  own  happiness,  in  place  of  being 
to  him  a  source  of  wealth  and  of  splendid  reputation.  Thus, 
then,  we  can  appreciate  the  severity  of  that  opposition,  which 
must  have  borne  so  hard  upon  the  mild  feelings  and  candid  mo- 
desty of  Harvey  ;  and  yet,  too  many  of  u^  have  not  hesitated  id 
play  the  same  part  towards  one,  whose  name,  in  future  ages,- 
will  be  mentioned  with  the  same  veneration  as  that  of  his  im- 
mortal prototype.  Alike  in  their  motives,  in  their  dispositions,* 
and  in  ih^ir  characters;  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the 
names  of  Harvey  and  of  Jenner  will  become  inseparable  in  the 
remembrance  of  an  admiring  posterity ;  fbr,  although  the  former 
physiologist  has.  more  extensively  contributed  to  the  accuracy 
of  our  pathological  reasonings,  yet  the  direct  manner  in  which 
Dr  Jenner's  discovery  bears  upon  the  dearest  interests  of  hums- 

t>2 
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nity,  will  secure  to  his  memory  a  veneration  to  be  felt  by  all 
mankind. 

At  present,  however,  it  is  impossible  not  to  associate  with  the 
recollection  of  Jenner,  a  feeling  of  shame  at  the  neglect  with 
which  he  has  been  treated  by  his  ungrateful  countrymen.  He 
has,  in  his  native  land,  been  reviled  by  individuals,  and  though 
rewarded  by  the  legislature,  their  inadequate  boon  was  embitter- 
ed by  illiberal  opposition  ;  whilst,  in  the  country  of  his  heredi-- 
tary  enemy,  statues  have  been  raised  to  his  honour,  and  the  most 
ample  respect  paid  to  his  invaluable  services.  But  still,  be  has, 
even  here,  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  his  merits  are  appre- 
ciated properly  by  every  thinking  and  unprejudiced  person  ;  and^ 
when  he  contemplates  the  changes  which  nis  labours  have  pro- 
duced in  almost  every  other  part  of  the  civilized  world,  he  must 
forget,  for  a  moment,  the  outward  mortifications  he  experiences 
at  home,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  feeling  more  productive  of  hap- 
piness than  the  most  exquisite  gratifications  of  this  sublunary 
world. 

Happily,  it  is  becoming  unnecessary  to  add  to  that  evidence^ 
which  has  established  the  efficacy  of  the  cow-pox  inoculation  ; 
but  it  is  still  useful  to  extend  our  knowledge  on  the  subject,  un- 
til we  can  with  certainty  determine  the  precise  value  of  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  human  constitution.  The  following  statement^ 
therefore,  of  cases  which  occurred  in  the  practice  of  my  friend 
Mr  Cade,  surgeon  of  Spondon,  will  stand  in  need  of  no  apo- 

For  several  years,  the  village  of  Burrowash  had  remained  free 
from  small'pox  infection,  in  consequence  of  the  cow-pox  inocu- 
lation having  been  very  generally  practised ;  when  Anne  Wood, 
10  years  old,  who  had  bad  the  cow-pox  8  years  before,  came 
from  Birmingham  on  November  7th  1810. 

This  child  sickened  on  November  8th,  continued  feverish  for 
about  three  days,  and  then  broke  out  with  the  small-pox.  The 
pustules  were  small,  but  they  came  to  a  head,  and  began  to  de- 
cline on  the  fourth  day  after  the  eruption. 

Eight  days  afterwards,  Sarah  Wood,  aged  16  years,  and 
Charles  Wood,  aged  1 9,  sickened  in  the  same  way,  and  had  a 

Eerfectly  similar  complaint,  whilst  Robert' Wood,  aged  24?,  whd 
ad  formerly  had  the  small-pox,  and  Mary  Wood,  aged  S,  who. 
had  had  the  cow-pox  4  years  before,  remained  free  from  infec- 
tion, f 

On  November  24th,  Maria  Wright,  aged  2,  who  had  been 
nursed  by  one  pf  Wood's  children,  and  had  never  had  the  cow- 
pox,  took  the  small-pox  severely,  and  died  on  December  4th, 
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which  was  the  eleventh  day  after  the  appearance  of  the  erup^ 
tion* 

Iq  consequence  of  these  unusual  appearances,  alarm  was  taken, 
and  on  December  2d,  six  other  children  were  inoculated  for  the 
cow-pox,  two  of  them  with  matter  from  the  Vaccine  Institution 
in  X«ondon,  and  the  remaining  four  wilh  matter  taken  at  Derby. 
The  names  of  these  children  were,  Henry  Wright,  aged  four 
months,  Thomas  Chambers,  aged  6  years,  William  Chambers, 
aged  2,  Jane  Chambers,  aged  4,  William  Wright,  aged  3,  and 
James  Twigg,  aged  6. 

In  all,  a  healthy  vesicle  was  produced.  On  December  8th, 
which  was  the  seventh  day  after  inoculation,  they  all  continued 
free  from  fever,  except  Henry  Wright,  who  broke  out  with  the 
small-pox.  He  had  much  fever,  the  pusiules  were  very  numer- 
ous, and  were  of  a  fine  sort.  The  vaccine  pustule  on  bis  arm 
was  suspended  in  its  progress,  continued  crystalline,  and  only 
changed  after  December  15th,  when  the  small-pox  pustules  be- 
gan to  turn.  After  tliis  period,  the  vaccine  vesicle  went  through 
its  regular  stages  of  inflammation,  purulency,  and  scabbing ; 
the  scab  had  a  dark  mahogany  colour.  * 

The  remaining  five  went  regularly  on  with  the  cow-pox,  had 
a  small  degree  of  fever  about  the  8th  day,  and  on  the  12th, 
(December  13th),  the  scabs  had  become  dark-coloured,  when 
Thomas  Chambers  broke  out  with  the  small-ppx.  On  the  13th 
day,  (December  Hth),  the  other  four  were  also  affected  in  the 
same  way.  In  all  five,  the  ^  disease  was  -mild,  and  the  pustules 
began  lo  decline  on  the  4th  day  after  the  eruption.  William 
Wright,  however,  had  more  eruptive  fever  than  tlie  others,  and 
the  pocks  were  larger. 

In  addition  to  these,  Catherine  Chambers,  aged  8  years,  who 
had  had  the  cow-pox  6  or  7  years  before,  and  who  had  two  per- 
fect cicatrices  on  her  arm,  broke  out  with  the  small-pox  on  De- 
cember 1  Itb.  She  had  few  pustules  on  her  arms  and  face,  but 
many  on  her  body. — They  were  small  in  size,  and  began  also  to 
dechne  on  the  fourth  day. 

There  were  many  other  children  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
had  had  the  small-pox,  or  cow-pox  ;  but  all  these  continued  free 
from  the  small-pox. 

It  seems  scarcely  possible  for  cases  to  he  more  complete  and 
satisfactory  than  these.  The  eruption  was  the  same  in  all ;  as 
well  in  those  children  in  whom  the  cow-pox  run  through  its  or- 
dinary course,  as  thqse  in  whom  it  terminated  so  much  earlier 


*   After  the  turning  of  the  small-pox,  tliis  child  had  fever  for  two  or  three  days 
>*\ras  this  the  constitutional  effect  produced  b^  the  cow-poa^  ? 
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than  is  customary.  It  is  extraordinary  that  so  many  cases  should 
have  occurred  at  the  same  time ;  because,  although  all  the  child- 
ren who  took  the  smallpox  after  the  cow-pox,  had  been  inocu- 
lated for  the  cow-pox,  either  by  Mr  Cade  or  myself,  yet,  this 
had  been  done  at  distant  periods,  and  with  different  matter. 
The  cases,  therefore,  become  exceedingly  interesting,  inasmuch 
as  they  seem  to  prove, 

1st,  That  the  cow-pox  is  capable,  not  only  of  destroying,  in 
most  cases,  the  predisposition  in  the  human  constitution,  to  be 
affected  with  small- pox,  but,  also,  in  others,  to  modify  the  ap- 
pearances  of  small- pox,  to  shorten  its  duration,  and  almost  to 
change  it  inta  a  new  disease. 

2d,  That,  although  this  modification  of  small- pox  is  mild  in 
itself,  yet  it  is  capable  of  producing,  in  others  predisposed  to  the 
disease,  a  small- pox  similar  to  the  common  kind  in  its  symp- 
toms, its  duration,  and  in  its  terminations. — Hence  tlicy  are  one 
and  the  same  disease. 

3d,  That  the  modified  small-pox  is  subject  in  its  duration  to 
a.  law,  as  certain  as  that  which  regulates  the  termination  of  com-' 
mon  small-pox. 

There  are  many  other  curious  reflections  which  will  naturally 
arise  from  the  consideration  of  these  cases.  It  would  be  of  con- 
sequence to  know,  whether  the  ihodified  small-pox  is  an  invari' 
ably  mild  disease,  or  whether,  occasionally,  it  may  not  assume 
a  more  formidable  aspect.  In  these  cases,  it  was  exceedingly 
mild,  but  still  the  degree  of  eruptive  fever  varied  in  most  of  thera ; 
and  in  one  it  was  comparatively  violent,  attended  with  eruptions 
of  a  larger  size. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  concluded  this  letter  with  some 
valuable  extracts  relative  to  the  small  pox  and  cow-pox,  from 
Humboldt's  Statistical  Account  of  New  Spain  ;  but  I  find  they 
have  already  been  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal, 
Vol.  6th,  p.  32i5,  et  infra.  I  shall  only,  therefore,  remark,  that 
|.hey  seem  to  me  to  be  of  very  considerable  importance,  especi- 
ally, that  observation  respecting  the  small-pox,  the  black  vomit, 
and  other  fatal  disorders  of  those  climates,  that  thry  only  be- 
j:ome  epidemic  at  distant  and  stated  periods.  Indeed  the  whole 
of  M.  HumboIdt*s  publication  is  well  worth  an  attentive  consi- 
deration. 

Derbi/^  June  Qd^  1811.       ' 
P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  some  months  ago,  I  have  re- 
ceived the  following  letter,  from  my  friend  Mr  Granger, -surgeon 
of  Burton,  with  a  permission  that  it  may  be  puklithed  in  the 
Ji^dinburgh  Journal,  if  you  think  proper. 
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Dear  Sir,  Burton-itpmu  Trent j  August  9.6th^  1811. 

I  now  send  you  the  promised  account  of  four  cases  of  vario* 
Ions  eruptions,  subsequent  to  perfect  vaccination,  which  occurs 
red  in  this  neighbournood,  about  two  years  back,  under  my  ob- 
servation. I  stated  fully  the  particulars  of  these  cases,  on  the 
instant,  to  the  Royal  Jennerian  Society.  The  following  are  the 
only  memoranda  I  have  kept. 

Ann  Buckley  of  Med  way,  8  years  old,  vaccinated  by  Mr 
Whateley  about  five  years  ago,  has  just  had  the  small- pox  mildly. 
The  eruptions  were  smaller  than  common,  and  very  soon  came 
to  a  head. 

William  Buckley,  6  years  old,  was  vaccinated  with  his  sister; 
attacked  with  sickness  and  fever,  after  Ann  Buckley ;  on  the 
third  day  broke  out  of  the  small-pox. 

Thomas  Cole,  of  Medway,  vaccinated  three  years  ago,  by 
Mr  Whateley,  when  Buckley's  children  were  ill,  became  sick 
and  feverish.  On  the  third  day  a  few  small  eruptions  took  place, 
which  disappeared  in  three  days. 

William  Cole,  8  years  old,  vaccinated  with  the  same  matter 
as  his  brother,  has  nad  the  small- pox  mildly. 

Mr  Cole's  children  received  the  infection  from  a  younger  cfaild^ 
which  died  of  inoculated  small- pox,  in  the  house. 

I  should  mention,  that  when  the  above  named  children  broke 
out  of  the  small- pox,  the  disease  prevailed  epidemically  in  several 
villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Burton,  particularly  at  Winshill,  Med- 
way on  Newhall,  where  the  population  is  considerable  on  account 
of  the  coalery.  In  the  greater  number  of  instances,  the  disease 
proved  fatal.  It.  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  two  or  three  child- 
ren in  one  family  to  die  of  the  small-pox.  An  opportunity  of 
putting  the  practice  of  vaccination  to  a  more  severe  test,  could  not 
possibly  occur.  By  very  little  exertion  on  my  part,  the  distrust 
which  many  of  the  laborious  poor  entertained  about  the  security 
afforded  by  the  cow-pox,  gave  way ;  an  entire  stop  was  put  to 
small-pox  inoculation  ;  and  every  individual  encompassed  by  the 
epidemic  (without  an  exception  of  consequence)  susceptible  of 
variolous  infection,  underwent  the  process  of  vaccination.  The 
melancholy  fatality  of  the  epidemic  was  thus  arrested. 

At  this  period  of  the  day,  additional  evidence  in  favour  of 
vaccination  is  not  needed ;  I  shall  only  say,  that  if,  among  the 
numbers  vaccinated  on  this  occasion,  an  instance  occurred  of  the 
small- pox  virus  taking  effect  after  vaccination,  I  am  ignorant 
of  it. 

It  cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted,  notwithstanding  the  imper*. 
ibction  of  these  memoranda,  that  the  cases  were  examples  of  the 
aiioinaly  of  smaU-pox  supervening  on  the  cow-pox.     It  is  a  p^r 
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terial  circumstance,  in  my  mind,  that  the  late  Mr  Whateley  vac- 
cinated the  children  ;  as,  on  account  of  the  opposition  he  met 
with  in  introducing  the  cow-pox  in  this  neighbourhood ,  he  was 
very  particular  in  satisfying  himself  whether  every  individual  he 
vaccinated  had  the  cow  pox  regularly. 

The  course  of  the  small-pox,  too^  I  well  recollect,  was  modi- 
fied, as  is  usual  in  these  anomalous  cases.  The  decisive  circum- 
stances, however,  are  the  scars  on  the  arm,  and  neighbours' 
children,  who  were  vaccinated  with  the  same  matter,  being  ex- 
empt from  the  small*pox,  under  the  fresh  exposure  to  its  infec^ 
tion. — I  remain,  &c. 

Benjamin  Grangeii. 

Mr  Charles  J.  Haden^  Derby, 


XIII. 

Case  of  Hepatitis  terminating  in  Sphacelus.  Communicated  by 
W.  C.  feurfjeon  in  the  Navy,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons,  London. 

V 

IF  the  following  heads  of  a  case  will  be  acceptable,  as  a  further 
confirmation  of  the  frequency  of  the  termination  of  hepatitis 
in  sphacelus,  in  warm  climates — as  one  of  several  instances  with- 
in ij  y  knowledge,  and  as  a  concurrent  opinion  with  those  ob- 
servations mentioned  by  Dr  Chisholm — your  reception  of  it  in 
your  Journal,  that  it  may  probably  meet  with  his  perusal,  will 
be  deemed  a  mark  of  your  wishes  to  diffuse  niedical  facts. 

John  Bryan,  aetat.  30,  of  a  short  and  muscular  stature,  much 
addicted  to  drii  king,  ( omplained  of  all  the  symptoms  of  acute  he- 
patitis, pain  in  the  right  hypochondnum,  increase  of  heat,  pain- 
ful respirati(  n,  &c. ;  urine  scanty  and  of  a  bilious  tinge,  and 
bowtls  irregular.  Treated  by  venesection,  the  system  of  deple- 
tion, and  blisters,  which  relieved  the  existing  urgent  symptoms, 
after  which  g  eral  pairs  in  the  epigastriun),  enlargement  in  the 
right  hyporhondriac  re^^ion,  pain  and  tenderness  on  pressure, 
extending  through  the  thorax  and  scapula,  irritability  of  stomach, 
disordered  function^  of  the  intestinal  canal,  dyspnoea  and  fever 
coi  timed  to  harass  him,  though  every  physical  remedy  was  in 
vain  tried  to  relieve  him  for  two  months.  When  on  clearing  ship 
iot  action,  after  removing  him  below,  he  speedily  was  attacked  with 
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laborious  and  painful  respiration,  spasms,  a>ld  rigors^  and  clam- 
my sweats,  which  terminated  in  death. 

On  proceeding  to  examine  the  bodyi  the  abdomen  appeared 
considerably  distended.  After  dissecting  back  the  common  inte- 
Ijruments,  and  laying  back  the  flaps  of  the  parietes,  in  doing  which 
the  fetor  was  almost  insupportable,  a  quantity  of  dark  coloured 
eerous  fluid,  mixed  with  pus,  issued  out.  The  liver,  was  a  mass 
of  thick  grumous  pus,  with  sphacelated  portions ;  the  parenche* 
matous  substance  dissolved,  and  the  principal  parts  of  the  large 
vessels  only  just  decernible ;  tlie  right  and  convex  lobe  one  bag 
of  pus,  which  had  pushed  up  the  diaphragm  into  the  right  cavi- 
ty of  the  thorax,  producing  disease  in  that  muscle,  and  imped- 
ing the  action  of  the  lung.  The  abdominal  viscera  exhibited 
marks  of  recent  inflammation,  with  effusion,  adhesion  of  the  o^ 
mentum  and  peritonaeum  to  the  whole  viscera  of  the  abdomen. 

Cavity  of  the  chest  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  adhesions 
of  the  right  lung  to  the  diaphragm  and  pleura  eostalis* 

At  Sea,  October  1811. 
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Observations  on  Inflammation* 

A  s  there  are  few  morbid  conditions  of  the  human  body,  of 
•^^  which  inflammation  does  not,  at  one  period  or  another, 
constitute  either  an  essential  or  a  subordinate  part,  it  becomes  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  every  medical  practitioner  to  be  able  to 
form  clear  and  definite  ideas  respecting  its  nature.  Any  inves- 
tigation, therefore,  which  aims  at  the  attainment  of  this  object, 
must,  I  presume,  be  in  some  degree  useful,  however  imperfectly 
it  may  be  prosecuted ;  and  it  is  principally- on  this  account  that 
I  feel  confidence  in  ofiering  the  following  observations  to  the  no- 
tice of  your  readers. 

Inflammation  has  isilways  been  regardi^d  as  a  first  principle  in 
pathology,  without  an  accurate  conception  of  which,  it  is  scarce- 
ly possible  to  proceed  a  single  step  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 
it  may  therefore  appear  at  first  sight  surprising,  that  any  dis- 
cordance of  opinion  should  exist  with  respect  to  it ;  and  it  may 
even  tend  to  place  medical  science  itself  in  no  very  respectable 
point  of  view,  when  its  fundamental  doctrines  are  not  exempt- 
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cd  from  reccivinpr  whatever  interpretation  the  ingenuity  of  it9 
votaries  may  think  fit  to  impose.  If,  however,  we  reflect  on 
the  complex  and  intricate  operations  of  animal  life,  the  impos* 
sibility  of  explainincr  many  of  its  principal  phenomena,  and  the 
boundless  latitude  thence  afforded  to  conjecture  and  hypothesis, 
we  ought  perhaps  to  consider  it  unreasonabte  to  expect  unani- 
mity o^'  sentiment  on  any  subject,  where  such  a  variety  of  con-^ 
tradictor}!  materials  are  associate^l  together. 

In  the  production  of  the  more  obvious  phenomena  of  inflam* 
maticm,  the  sanguiferous  system  seems,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to 
judge,  to  be  chiefly,  if  not  soldy  concerned  ;  and  therefore,  to 
ascertain  the  precise  condition  of  the  vessels  on  which  these 
phenomena  depend,  necessarily  forms  an  object  of  primary  im- 
portance. 

^  On  this  subject,  two  opinions  have  for  some  time  prevailed, 
so  irreconcileably  opposed  to  each  other,  that  to  believe  the  one 
correct,  is  to  consider  the  other  wholly  erroneous ;  and  conse- 
quently, as  our  practice  in  inflammation  must  be  regulated  en- 
tirely by  the  opinion  which  we  adopt,  our  decision  ought  to  be 
the  result  of  an  attentive  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it. 

It  would  certainly  have  better  promoted  the  search  afler  the 
information  I  am  anxious  to  obtain,  could  I  have  entered  on  the 
discussion,  in  which  I  am  about  to  engage,  with  a  mind  divested 
completely  of  any  prepossession  in  favour  of  a  particular  doc- 
trine. But  this  is  not  at  all  limes  in  one's  power,  nor  shall  I^  in 
the  present  instance,  attempt  it.  A  careful  consideration  pf  all 
the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  as  well  as  of  the  modus  operandi 
of  remedies,  not  perhaps  altogether  uninfluenced  by  those  views 
which  are  the  result  of  education,  have  served  to  impress  my 
mind  with  a  belief  in  the  superiority  of  what  may  be  termed  the 
doctrine  of  increased  action.  In  venturing  on  the  field  of  argu- 
ment, therefore,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  appearing  as  an 
avowed  partizan,  with  all  the  prejudices  and  partiality  which  na- 
turally belong  to  that  character.  I  have  not  the  presumption  to 
expect,  that  the  cause  of  which  I  am  a  very  unworthy,  and  a 
very  incompetent  defender,  is  likely  to  be  indebted  to  my  efforts 
for  any  powerful  support,  as  I  lay  claim  to  very  little  originality, 
either  in  point  of  reasoning  or  information  ;  nor  indeed  does  it 
stand  greatly  in  need  of  either.  My  chief  objects  are  to  endea- 
vour to  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  objections  urged  against  the 
commonly  received  doctrine  of  inflammation ;  and  to  analyze, 
and,  if  possible,  refute,  in  a  detailed  and  connected  manner,  the 
principal  arguments  adduced  in  favour  of  the  hypothesis  by 
which  it  has  been  attempted  to  support  it.     I  have  been  induced 


1B12.  Observations  on  Inflammaiion.  59 

to  make  this  attempt,  because,  so  far  from  any  systematic  opposi- 
tion to  the  new  doctrine  having,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
been  yet  published,  an  implied,  or  rather  a  direct  sanction,  has 
been  bestowed  upon  it,  in  the  Fifth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  When  an  opinion,  which  is  cotti- 
pletely  at  variance  with  the  one  most  generally  received,  thua 
meets  with  even  the  partial  support  of  those  who  are  the  reputed 
umpires  in  medical  disputation,  it  can  no  longer  be  treateil  with 
indiiference  ;  and  it  consequently  becomes  an  object  of  some  in- 
terest to  ascei*tain  its  claims  to  preeminence,  and  to  determine  at 
once  which  of  the  two  merits  the  preference.  If  these  obsei'va-» 
tions,  therefore,  shall  have  no  better  effect,  they  will,  I  tru^,  be 
the  means  of  inducing  some  one  to  come  forward,  and,  by  sub-- 
vertin'jj  my  statements,  establish  the  opposite  theory  on  a  firmer 
bajsis  than  that  on  which  it  appears  to  mc  to  be  constructed. 

The  florid  appearance  which  an  inflamed  surface  exhibits,  at 
once  denotes  the  presence  of  a  more  than  usual  quantity  of  blood 
in  the  part ;  and  the  inference  which  immediately  suggests  itself 
is,  that  the  other  phenomena  which  occur,  are  either  dependent 
on,  or  in  some  way  or  other  intimately  connected  with,  this  ad- 
ditional quantity.  Before  we  can  attempt  to  discover  by  what 
means  this  preternatural  accumulation  has  taken  place ;  in  what 
the  actual  condition  of  the  parts,  to  which  it  has  given  rise,  con- 
sists ;  or  in  what  manner  the  deviation  from  the  healthy  state  is 
to  be  removed;  our  views  must  be  directed  to  the  whole  vascular 
system,  and  more  especially  to  the  consideration  of  those  powers 
which  influence  materially  the  motion  of  the  blood.  In  tracing 
their  operation,  they  must  be  regarded  as  affecting  not  only  the 
circulation  of  the  part  itself,  but  also  that  of  the  whole  system. 
It  is  not,  however,  requisite  for  my  present  purpose  to  treat  of 
the  various  agents  which  are  capable  of  acting  either  generally 
or  locally,  or  in  what  manner  they  produce  their  effects )  but* 
assuming  these  as  understood,  my  intention  is  to  examine  the 
subject  with  an  immediate  reference  to  the  actual  condition  of 
the  vessels. 

The  testimony  which  we  possess  of  the  opinions  entertained 
by  the  ancients  on  this  subject,  tends  to  show  clearly,  that  thfy 
considered  inflammation  as  a  state  of  increased  vigour  and  ac- 
tivity of  the  vessels.  This  forms  so  prominent  a  feature  in  all 
their  writings,  where  the  subject  is  either  directly  or  remotely 
treated  of,  tnat  no  elaborate  quotations  are  necevvsary  for  its  con- 
firmation. The  same  doctrine  continued  to  f)revail  almost  uni- 
l^ersally,  down  to  a  period  that  may  be  deemed,  speaking  compa^ 
ratively,  of  very  modern  date ;  for  although  it  had,  in  a  few  in* 
stances^  been  opposed  by  those  who  maintained  that  inflammatipu 
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depended  on  diminished  action  or  debility  of  the  vessels,  the  latter 
opinion  exercised  a  very  limited  influence  over  the  minds  of  the 
medical  profession  in  general.  In  the  year  1765,  (as  appears 
from  the  Fifteenth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal)j  Vacca  Berlinghieri^  professor  at  Pisa,  published  a 
theory  of  inflammation  to  this  effect,  in  the  form  of  mathematical 
propositions,  demonstrations,  lemmas^  corollaries,  and  scholiums* 

But  he  assumes  as  inflammation  what  cannot  be  considered  as 
constituting  that  state;  and  even  allowing  that  his  views  are  cor- 
rect, they  apply  merely  to  the  siate  of  the  blood,  without  having 
any  reference  to  that  of  the  vessels  ;  and  consequently,  they  do 
not  bear  upon  the  point  at  issue. 

About  the  year  1790,  the  doctrine  of  dimi^ibhed  action  began 
to  assume  a  more  formidable  aspect,  in  consequence  of  two  inge- 
nious  dissertations  on  the  subject,  written  by  Dr  Lubbock  and 
Mr  Allen,  surgeon,  and  read  before  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  but  never  published.  Since  that  time  it  met  with 
some  feeble  support  from  a  few  authors  of  respectability.  The 
late  Mr  Latta  is  the  only  surgical  writer,  as  far  as  I  know,  who 
has  adopted  the  hypothesis ;  but  as  the  method  of  treatment  re- 
commended by  him  in  inflammation,  is  in  direct  violation  of  the 
very  principles  of  the  hj  pothesis,  *  his  authority  on  this  point 
is  not  entitled  to  the  smallest  notice.  With  the  exception  of  Dr 
Fowler,  who  wrote  an  inaugural  dissertation  in  its  favour  in  17.93, 
the  theory  gained  scarce  any  proselytes,  and  certainly  no  defend- 
ers of  any  note,  from  the  period  of  Mr  Latta's  publication  until 
the  year  1804,  wheii  Dr  Wilson  of  Worcester  pubhshed  a  trea- 
tise on  Febrile  Diseases,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  demonstrate, 
by  experiment,  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  and  to  overturn  the 
doctrine  of  increased  action.  Some  time  afterwards,  f  the  same 
autl^or  published  an  essay  on  the  Nature  of  Fever,  in  which  he 
adhered  to  the  same  opinion,  and  attempted  to  prove  the  identity 
or  the  analogy  of  fever  and  inflammation.  He  has  still  farther 
pressed  the  publicity  of  these  views  through  the  medium  of  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  in  which  he  has  re- 
stated at  length  some  of  his  experiments;  and  from  the  result, and 
the  reasoning  founded  on  them,  he  has  deduced  the  legitimacy  of 
the  doctrine  of  diminished  action.  As  his  statements  %  embrace, 
1  believe,  the  sum  and  substance  of  what  has  been  said  by  those 
who  have  preceded  him,  I  have  selected  what  he  has  said  on  the 

•   Vide  Latta*s  Surgery,  vol.  I.  p.  99. 

•f-  I  am  perhaps  not  altogether  crrrect  with  regard  to  the  order  and  time  of  these 
publications;  but  that  is  a  matter' of  no  consequence. 
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subject,  as  affording  the  most  complete  and  recent  account  that 
has  been  given  of  the  proofs  and  reasoning  on  that  side  of  the 
question.  I  am  very  far  from  entertaining  any  idea  that  Dr 
Wilson  will  deem  these  observations  likely  to  invalidate  any  of 
the  opinions  which  he  supports.  I  take  the  liberty,  however,  of 
expressing  a  wish  that,  if  ever  he  shall  favour  them  with  a  per- 
usal, he  may  not  consider  them  as  an  attack  made  purposely  on 
him  ;  I  disclaim  any  such  intention.  The  attack,  if  it  shall  be 
dignified  with  that  appellation,  has  been  directed  against  the  hy- 
pothesis, *  through  the  person  who  has  appeared  as  its  most  os- 
tensible champion.  The  identifying  Dr  ^Vilson,  therefore,  with 
the  hypothesis,  ^nd  the  frequent  mention  of  his  name,  to  which 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  have  recourse,  are  done  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  and  perspicuity.  This  avowal  he  will  have  the  less  dif- 
ficulty in  crediting,  from  the  total  absence  of  any  motive  of  a 
personal  nature  on  my  part,  to  impugn  his  opinions ;  the  respect 
which  his  character  as .  an  author  demands  from  me  ;  and  also 
fi-om  the  circumstance,  that  the  opinion  which  he  supports,  no 
more  originated  with  him,  than  does  the  one  which  I  have  ven- 
tured to  defend,  own  me  for  its  author. 

For  the  purpose  of  arriving  more  easily  at  the  conclusions  to 
which  his  experiments  lead,  Dr  Wilson  commences  his  observa- 
tions on  the  nature  of  inflammation,  by  opposing  the  doctrine 
so  long  maintained  by  the  Boerhaavian  school,  and  by  many  still 
not  entirely  exploded,  that  obstruction  of  the  minute  vessels  is 
capable  of  producing  the  phenomena  of  inflammation.  **  Admit- 
ting, "  he  says,  "  that  the  vessels  of  any  part  are  obstructed,  H 
does  not  follow -that  an  accumulation  of  blood  will  take  place  in 
it ;  the  blood  may  pass  off  by  anastomosing  branches,  or  the  ves- 
sels may  resist  the  distending  force. '  f  It  must  be  admitted,  that 
it  does  not  follow  necessarily  in  every  case,  for  the  reasons  men- 
tioned by  Dr  W. ;  but  these  very  reasons  allow,  by  the  terras  in 
which  they  are  expressed,  that  the  blood  may  not  pass  off  by  these 
branches,  and  the  vessels  may  7iot  resist  the  distending  force. 
The  latter  supposition,  respecting  the  resistance  of  the  vessels,  in- 
volves a  position  which,  although  Dr  W.  takes  it  for  granted,  has 
not  yet  been  explained,  and  falls  to  be  discussed  with  more  propriety 
hereafter.  From  thedoctor's  own  reasoning,  therefox'e,  the  impossi- 
bility of  inflammation  beingproduced  by  obstruction,  does  not  seem 
tobeestablished.  Heenforceshisobjectionsby  thefollowingexperi- 


•  I  have  used  the  words  doctrine,  theory,  aiid  hypothesis  indiscriminately;  al- 
tfaoogh,  uf  course,  essentially  different  in  signification,  they  may  be  employed  here 
without  creating  any  ambiguity,  and  wiU  tend  to  save  repetition. 

f  Vide  Kdiu.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  No.  xv.  p.  2^1. 
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ment :  "  I  passed  a  hot  wire  through  the  web  of  a  frog^s  foot^ 
by  which  the  skin  about  the  hole  wai^  shrivelled,  and  the  vessels 
obstructed^  no  fluid  of  any  kind  being  discharged.     Here  an  ob- 
struction was  produced,  surely  more  than  equal  to  what  can  be 
supposed  to  take  place  in  many  inflammations  of  small  extent,  yet 
no  symptom  of  inflammation  followed,  every  part  of  tlie  web  ap- 
pearing as  pale  as  before  the  experiment.  "     It  may  be  remarked, 
that  the  part  on  which  this  experiment  was  perform^,  possessed 
very  little  sensibility,  and  that  the  powerful  stimulus  applied^ 
was  calculated  to  extinguish  that  small  portion,  both  in  and  near 
the  part,  or  at  least  to  diminish  it  to  such  an  extent,  that  so  far 
from  any  efliect  being  instantly  produced,  analogous  to  an  in- 
flammation of  small  extent^  the  consequences  of  the  application 
would  not  be  observable  for  some  considei^ble  time.     The  ani- 
mal was  a  cold-blooded  one,  and  perhaps  its  sentient  powers  were 
not  the  most  acute*     The  web  of  the  foot  in  all  animals  is  im- 
perfectly organized,  consisting  of  a  species  of  condensed  cellular 
membrane,  endowed  with  very  little  sensibility,  at  least  in  the 
first  instance,  and  therefore  it  was  scarcely  adapted  to  exhibit  the 
delicate  process  which  he  wished  to  observe.     Whether  inflamma- 
tion would  hav^  taken  place,  had  suflicient  time  been  allowed  to 
elapse,  remains  to  be  seen,  as  Dr  W.  does  not  appear  to  have 
continued  his  observations  much  beyond  the  time  occupied  in 
passing  the  wire.     Supposing,  however,  that  the  part  was  in 
every  respect  suitable,  Dr  W.  must  either  admit  that  he  did  not 
wait  for  a  suflicient  length  of  time,  or  he  must  be  prepared  to 
prove,  that  thestiniulus  of  a  hot  iron  cannot  produce  inflammation 
of  a  pai't  of  the  body  possessing  sensibility.     Dr,W.  is  not  to  be 
told,  that  the  application  of  the  most  powerful  stimuli  to  the  less 
acutely  sensible  parts,  as  the  bones,  Ugaments,  tendons,  &c.  does 
not  for  a  time  producp  inflammation;  yet  because  they  are  not  im- 
mediately excitable,  would  any  one  conclude  that  they  shall  not 
become  the  seat  of  inflammation  of  the  most  violent  description  ? 
Nay,  it  is  extremely  doubtful,  whether,  in  the  short  time  allotted 
for  the  performance  of  the  experiment,  it  would  be  possible  to 
trace  the  size,  progress  and  establishment  of  inflammatory  action 
in  any  part  of  the  body  where  the  texture  of  the  part  had  been,  as 
it  was  on  this  occasion,  coifipletely  destroyed.     It  may  be  ob- 
served, in  this  place,  though  perhaps  somewhat  prematurely, 
that  it  is  incumbent  on  Dr  W.  to  show  why,  in  this  case,  inflam- 
mation did  not  take  place,  according  to  the  principles  of  his  own 
hypothesis;  for  here  the  destruction  of  the  tone  and  structure  of 
.the  vessels  was  in  a  great  measure  accomplished  by  the  iutensity 
of  the  stimulus.     That  the  obstruction  of  a  few  minute  vessels  >s 
generally  inadequate  to  the  production  of  inflammation,  no  per* 
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son,  I  believe,  at  the  present  day,  will  be  disposed  to  deny;  but 
that  a  sufficient  degree  of  this  power  may  eflfect  the  purpose,  Dr 
W.  must,  I  apprehend,  fin<J  some  difficulty  in  disproving.  The 
efiect  of  pressure,  the  consequence  of  applying  a  Jigature  to  a 
part,  the  application  of  cold,  and  many  other  phenomena,  must 
be  satisfactorily  explained  upon  different  principles,  before  thii 
position  can  be  rendered  incontrovertible*  Besides,  it  will  ap- 
pear afterwards,  from  certain  admissions  of  Dr  W.,  in  the 
course  of  his  reasoning,  that  obstruction  not  only  may,  but  ac-. 
tually  does,  sometimes  produce  inflammation.  The  preceding 
experiment  is,  therefore,  incomplete  in  itself,  and  inconclusive 
on  the  particular  point  intended  to  be  illustrated. 

Dr  W.  then  says,  that  "  the  opinion  that  inflammation  arises 
from  an  increased  action  of  the  vessels  of  the  part  seems  to  have 
been  an  inference  from  the  increased  temperature  of  an  inflamed 
part;"  and  in  proof  of  this,  he  cites  the  following  passage  from 
Boerhaave:  ^'  A  renixu,  pulsu,  compactu,  vasorumque  adhuc 
meabilium  angustatione  a  tumore  obstructorum,  attritus  fit  ingens 
partium  liquidi  inter  se,  in  solidum,  solidi  in  illas,  inde  calor  et 
cestus."  Aph.  Boerhaav.  382.  That  the  idea  of  increased  action 
may  have  originated  in  the  increased  temperature  of  a  part,  is 
undoubtedly  as  probable  as  any  other  Supposition  ;  but  that  i(  • 
should  have  done  so,  because  Boerhaave  may  b^ve  been  of  that 
opinion,  is  not  quite  so  obvious.  The  doctrine  of  increased  ac- 
tion, or  what  was  (though  perhaps  not  expressed  in  the  sanie 
terms)  equivalent  to  it,  had  been  the  doctrine  of  the  schools,  and 
of  almost  all  medical  writers,  long  prior  to  the  period  in  which 
Boerhaave  flourished.  Moreover,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that,  in 
the  sentence  quoted  by  Dr  W.,  Boerhaave,  from  whom  the  doc- 
trine of  lentor  of  the  fluids  either  took  its  origin,  or  met  with  its 
chief  suppoi;t,  endeavours  to  explain  the  phenpmena  according  tv> 
his  own  theory,  to  which  he  makes  them  always  subservient,  and 
expressly  says,  as  must  appear  from  the  sentence  itself^  that  the 
heat  is  the  immediate  consequence  of  the  friction  of  the  fluids 
and  solids  on  each  other,  not  the  cause  of  the  increased  action  of 
the  vessels.  ^ 

Dr  W.,  in  the  next  paragraph,  observes :  *'  But  the  velocity  of 
the  blood  cannot,  it  is  evident,  b«  partially  increased,  except  by 
an  increased  action  of  the  vessels  of  the  part.  "  He  then  quotes 
the  opinion  of  Cullcn,  that  ^*  the  phenomena  of  inflammation  all 
concur  in  showing  that  there  is  an  increased  impetus  of'  the  blood  in 
the  part  affected;  and  as,  at  the  same  time,  the  action  of  the  heart 
is  not  always  evidently  increased,  there  is  reason  to  presume^ 
that  the  increased  impetusof  the  blood  on  the  particular  part,  is 
owing  especially  to  lite  incrca::ed  action  of  the  vessels  of  that 
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part  itself. "    He  then  goes  on  to  state  the  opinion  of  Mr  Moore, 
tvbo  says,  that,  besides  the  greater  energy  of  the  vessels,  •*  the 
bhod  is  observed  to  circulate  mth  far  greater  velocity  through  an  in^ 
Jtamed^  than  through  an  uniriflamed parts*'  and,  immediately  after, 
the  Doctor  expresses  his  surprise  "  that  physicians  should  have 
BO  decidedly  formed  their  opinion  respecting  the  state  of  the 
circulation  in  an  inflamed  part,  when  it  is  certain  that  none  had 
been  at  the  trouble  to  examine  it, "     From  the  passages,  however, 
•which  he  has  quoted  from  these  authors,  he  seems  scarcely  war- 
ranted to  make  this  last  assertion.     Mr  Moore  is  at  least  entitled 
to  have  it  believed  that  he,  or  some  other  person,  had  seen  what 
he  describes,  when  he  says  that  **  the  blood  is  observed  to  circu- 
late," &c.     Dr  Cullen  deduced  his  opinion  from  a  consideration 
of  all  the  phenomena  of  inflammation.     Whether  he  considered* 
'increased  impetus  and  increased  velocity  as  synonymous,  I  shall  nc/t 
pretend  to  determine ;  but  as  the  former  may,  1  presume,  ex /st 
without  increased  velocity,  and  as  the  latter  term  does  not,  'as 
far  as  I  can  discover,  appear  to  be  included  in  Dr  Cullen's  v'/ews 
of  inflammation,  the  inference,  I  think,  is  fair,  that  it  doei  not 
necessarily  form  any  part  of  them.- 

In  order  to  prove  that  increased  action  of  the  vessels  of  a  part 
does  not  occasion  inflammation,  Dr  W.  makes  another  experi- 
ment on  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot :  "  I  wetted  the  foot  with  dis- 
tilled spirits,  and,  in  a  few  seconds,  observed  the  blood  in  all  the 
vessels  of  the  web  moved  with  an  increased  velocity,  which,  as 
I  constantly  kept  the  web  moistened  with  spirits,  continued  as 
long  as  I  examined  it,  about  ten  minutes,  or  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  But,  during  no  part  of  the  time,  could  I  observe  the 
slightest  symptom  of  inflammation,  either  with  or  without  the 
microscope.  The  vessels,  instead  of  appearing  redder  and  morfe 
turgid,  were  evidently  paler  and  smaller  than  before  the  appli- 
cation of  the  spirits.  I  still  farther  increased  the  velocity  of  the 
circulation  by  throwing  on  it  the  concentrated  rays  of  the  sun 
from  the  speculum  of  a  microscope,  and  still  with  the  same  ef- 
fect. "  Now  this  is  a  result  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  arterial 
action,  might,  I  suspect,  have  been  anticipated  without  necessarily 
involving  the  credit  of  the  opposite  hypothesis,  it  rs  impossible 
to  form  any  accurate  notion  from  these  experiments,  of  the  de- 
gree of  sensibility  which  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot  possesses  in 
relation  to  alcohol.  This  fluid,  though  a  very  powerful  stimulus 
when  applied  to  particular  pdrts  of  tlie  human  body,  J^et  when 
brought  into  contact  with  the  palms  of  the  hands,  or  the  soles  of 
the  feet,  scarcely  produces  any  effect  on  them.  If  then  it  be,  as 
I  should  suppose  it  is,  a  very  moderate  stimulus  with  respect  to 
the  foot  of  the  frog;  the  phenomena  that  took  place  in  Dr  Wil- 
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don's  experiment  may  be  easily  explained  without  establishing 
the  correctness  of  his  deductions.     The  primary  operation  of  the 
gentle  stimulus  must  be  to  rouse  the  vessels  to  some  degree  of 
preternatural  action^  the  immediate  consequence  of  which  would 
be,  that  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  them  would  be  accelerated^ 
Their  power  of  transmission  remaining  undiminished,  while  the 
determination  from  behind  was  not  yet  increased  beyond  the  na- 
tural standard,  the  vessels  would  thus  have  to  act  with  an  in-* 
creased  power  on  a  quantity  of  blood  at  first  not  greater  than 
their  usual  allowance,  and  by  the  continued  augmentation  of 
power  rendered  always  less,  and,  consequently,  would  be  ena« 
bled  to  transmit  the  blood  with  increasing  rapidity; — ^and  hence 
the  paleness  remarked  by  Dr  Wilson.     But  even  admitting  that 
the  alcohol  in  this  case  possessed  considerable  stimulant  power^ 
or  even  that  the  rays  of  the  sun  from  the  speculum  of  a  micro- 
scope were  capable  of  producing  the  effect,  the  same  objection 
will  apply  with  equal  force  now  as  formerly,  viz.  that  the  sti- 
mulus in  this  case  was  not  applied  sufficiently  long  to  cause  any 
of  the  external  marks  of  inflammation  to  appear,  or  even  to  oc-* 
casion  a  trifling  determination  of  blood  to  the  part.     Had  time 
been  allowed,  the  genuine  characteristics  of  inflammation  would^ 
in  all  probability,  nave  exhibited  themselves ;  and  Dr  W.  would 
then  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  whether  the  action  of 
the  vessels  was  energetic  or  the  contrary.     He  had  certainly  lost 
sight  at  that  moment  of  the  ordinary  phenomena  of  inflamma- 
tion, when  he  supposed  that  there  was  any  analogy  between  the 
application  of  stimuli  for  **  ten  minutes,  "  or  even  "  a  quarter  of 
an  hour, "  and  the  course  which  inflammation  commonly  pursues 
during  its  commencement  and  progress.     More  than  a  few  mi- 
nutes, or  even  a  few  hours,  are  generally  requisite ;  and  several 
previous  processes  must  be  gone  through,  as  indicated  by  fulness, 
tension,  and  some  degree  of  pain,  before  the  distinguishing  or  out- 
ward marks  of  inflammation  begin  to  show  themselves.     It  there- 
fore does  not  follow  unavoidably,  that,  because  he  did  not  choose 
to  wait  the  proper  time,  the  action  of  the  vessels  must  be  di- 
minished during  inflammations     But,  independently  of  all  rea- 
soning, to  deduce  a  conclusion  of  such  importance  from  an  ibo* 
lated  experiment  of  this  kind,  performed  under  circumstances 
so  unfavourable,  would^  whatever  hypothesis  we  adopt,  go  far  to 
deny  the  power  of  accommodation  which -th^  system  possesses. 
Every  one  knows  that  even  a  preternatural  quantity,  pr  a  defici- 
ency of  blood,  may  exist  in  a  part  for  some  time,  at  least  much 
longer  than  that  occupied  by  Dr  \y.'s  experiment,  without  be- 
ing aecessarily  accompanied  or  even  followed  by  infls^mmation  of 
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its  opposite  cdndition.  There  would  seem  to  be  a  c^rtam  range 
both  with  respect  to  the  action  of  the  veiMiels  and  the  quantity  of 
Uood,  within  whidi  the  system,  or  a  part,  has  the  power  of  ad* 
ilpCing  itseif  to  the  existing  circttmstances,  without  being  liable 
to  assnme  that  state  which  constitutes  disease.  Upon  this  de- 
pends the  fkcitlty  which  the  human  body  has  bestowed  on  it,  of 
resisting,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  influence  of  aU  agents  of  a 
Biorbifi«  tendency. 

Dr  W.  draws  a  very  convenient,  though  a  very  just  conclu- 
fAon  immedialel}'  afterwards,  that  "  an  excessive  application  of 
the  sthnuli  employed  *  would  unquestionably  have  deprived  the 
vessels  of  their  excitability,  and  then  ihe  phenomena  must  have 
been  different.  "     But  what  reason  be  had  for  supposing  that 
the  vessels  would  pass  from  the  state  of  vigorous  action  to  that 
of  complete  exhaustion,  without  manifesting  any  intermediate 
appearance,  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  perceive. 
•  ITie  next  experiment  which  Dr  W.  details  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  ^*  the  state  of  the  circulation  in  an  inflamed  part» 
independently  of  any  reasoning,  '^  does  not  admit  of  being  quot- 
ed here,  from  the  account  being  given  at  considerable  length.     I 
Hiust,  therefore,  refer  the  reader  to  the  third  volume  of  Dr  Wil- 
son's Treatise  on  Febrile  Diseases,  or  to  the  Number  of  the  E- 
dinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  akeady  mentioned.     It 
is  apparent,  in  the  very  first  paragraph,  that  from  his  •*  not  knou'- 
ifig  how  *'  the  inflammation  had  been  excited,  he  could  not  be  a* 
vi^are  how  long  it  had  existed ;  and  therefore,  the  experijnent  itsel  f^ 
and,  of  coarse,  the  conclusions  which  he  deduces  from  it,  amouni 
to  nothing.     But,  taking  it  as  it  stands,  it  is  expressed  i»  such 
ambiguous  terms,  that  nothing  tertain  can  be  inferred  from  it. 
It  is  extremely  probable,  that  where  the  red  colour  of  the  part 
was  greatest',  the  vessels  most  dilated,  and  the  motion  of  the 
blood  had  ceased  altogether,  the  inflammation  had  already  passed 
its  height,  or  perhaps  no  longer  existed;  the  motion  of  the  blood 
Would  necessarily  be  slowest,  and  its  impetus  least — for  the  vessels 
had  then  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  exhaustion  from  the  previous 
Violent  action.     With  regard  to  tie  distension  of  those  vessels^ 
which,  in  the  healthy  state,  admit  only  the  colourless  parts  of 
the  blbod,  I  may  remark,  that  perhaps  too  much  stress  has  been 
Ikid  on  it  by  most  authors.     In  having  recourse  to  the  aid  of  this: 
phenomenon  to  account  for  the  red  colour  of  an  inflamed  part 
in  the  first  instance,  a  cause  is  assigned  which  is  unphilosophical^ 
because  it  is  not  necessary,  as  the  efibct  may  be  explained  upo»' 
ihe  principle  of  the  enlargement  of  the  vessels  transmitting  the 
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colc^r^d  parts  of  the  bfeod,  without  any  additional  set  of  ves* 
sels ;  and  this  will,  in  some  degree,  appear  from  the  subsequent 
experiments  of  Dr  Wilson  himself.  We  do  not,  I  should  sup- 
pose, refer  the  suffusion  of  the  face,  which  takes  plac^  in  the  act 
of  blushing,  to  any  propukion  of  the  blood  into  vessels  that  do 
not  usually  transmit  it ;  and  yet  the  red  colour  here  is  as  great 
and  greater  than  some  degrees  of  inflammation.  There  is  scarce- 
ly a  part  of  the  body  that  is  not  provided  with  innumerable 
blood-vessels:  the  slightest  scratch  or  incision  renders  this  a- 
bandantly  manifest,  and  injection  of  parts  afier  death  show  them! 
to  be  made  up  aimqst  entirely  of  Uood*vessds.  It  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  imagine  the  addition  of  no  very  considerable  portion 
of  bloo^  to  that  which  these  vessels  already  circulate,  in  order  to 
explain  the  greater  redness  of  an  inflamed  part.  From  the  in-- 
terstices  of  the  red  vessels  appearing  ipore  opaque,  the  Doctor 
infers  the  probability  of  an  ^*  enlargement  of  innumerable  small 
vessels,  stUl  too  smaH  to  admit  the  grosser  parts  of  the  blood.  '^ 
As  it  is  obvious  that  the  (^acity  of  these  vessels  would  not  be  in- 
creased by  their  being  distended  with  a  colourless  fluid,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  must  have  their  transparency  augmented . 
by  that  means,  the  Doctor  mu^t  here  admit  the  enlargement  of 
innumerable  small  vessels  which  are  conveying  red  blood,  as  the 
cause  of  colour.  Now,  although  these  vessels  might  not  usually 
admit  the  grosser  parts  of  the  blood,  they  might  ^  yet  receive  a 
sufficient  portiop  oi  colouring  matter  to  account  for  the  pheno- 
mena already  mentioned.  In  his  endeavours  to  istimulate  the 
vessels  by  the  means  formeriy  detailed,  and  thence  remove  the 
inflammation  according  to  his  own  principles,  he  merely  accom- 
plishes what  any  one  would  be  apt  td  expect  under  such  circum- 
stances. The  vesselsy  w$re  exhausted  by  preternatural  action 
beyond  the  power  of  be^ng  acted  on  by  their  natural  stimulus,, 
the  blood :  there  still,  however,  remained  in  them  a  poition  of 
excitability  sufficient  to  render  them  susceptible  to  the  impres- 
sion of  a  powerful  stimulus  of  a  diSerent  kind,  externally  appli- 
ed ;  in  short,  their  vitality  was  not  wholly  extinct.  This  stimu- 
lus then  being  applied,  tnc  vessels  are  roused  to  increased  exer- 
tion, by  whioi  their  contents  are  propelled,  their  parietes  mad(^ 
to  approach  one  another,  their  diameters  are  consequently  dimi- 
nished, and  the  excessive  redness  made  to  disappear.  This  ac« 
tion,  continued  for  a  sl^ort  time,  being  limited  to  the  part  afiect- 
ed,  must  socm  free  it  from  the  superfluous  blood,  and,  provided 
the  stimulus  be  withdrawn  before  the  action  can  be  communicated 
to  the  vessels  nearer  the  heart,  which  circumstance  would  renew 
the  congestion,  the  swelling  and  redness  must  vanish  of  coursei 
But  if  ih  ^  application  of  this  stimulus  be  persevered  in  until  the 
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Uocded  animaby  he  gives  an  account  of  an  experiment  itede  m 
a  wann-Uooded  anional,  which,  as  he  thinks  it  decidve  of  the 
question,  I  shall  examine  minutelj. 

Having  failed  in  distinguishing  the  circulation  in  the  ear  of  a 
very  young  white  rabbit,  ne  ^*  made  a  small  opening  through  the 
skin  and  muscles  of  the  abdomen^  throt^h  which,  btf  the  singles  of 
the  animal,  aportiofi  t^the  intestines  and  mesentery  were  soonpro* 
truded,  "  *  The  first  objection  which  occurs  to  this  exf)erimentf 
relates  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  performed.  He  ap[died 
the  stimulus  himself,  while  the  Rev.  Mr  Boraston  observed  the 
effects.  Now,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  latter  gentleman,  tiiis 
is  what  I  should  be  disposed  to  call  taking  the  result  of  an  expe- 
riment at  second-hand.  No  one  can  presume  to  doubt  that  Mr 
Borastcm  reported  truly,  and,  as  fax  as  he  was  able,  correctly , 
wh^  he  observed  ;  but  the  investigation  of  phenomena  of  this 
kind,  is  a  matter  so  foreign,  in  general,  to  the  habit  of  perscws 
bfhis  order,  that  it  need  not  be  considered  any  impeachment  of 
his  talents  and  observation,  to  say  that  be  was  not  so  competent 
to  appreciate  all  these  delicate  operations,  as  a  person  more  fa- 
iniliar  with  the  subject  .  Admitting,  hov^ever,  that  he  was  fuUy 
Competent,  I  would  say,  that  these  experiments  cannot  be  per- 
formed with  the  same  accuracy  by  two  individuals  as  by  one* 
There  are  circumstances  which  might  materially  modify  the 
views  of  one  af^Iying  the  stimulus,  and  at  the  same  time  observ« 
ing  the  effects,  which  cannot  be  supposed  to  influence  the  lalnd 
of  him  who  performs  a  separate  part,  without  knowing  for  what 
purpose  it  is  intended.  Making  every  allowance,  therefore,  for 
the  advantage  which  the  experiment  derived  from  the  unpreju- 
diced observation  of  Mr  B.,  it  must,  I  apprehend,  be  admitted 
that  it  was  incomplete.  But  taking  it  as  a  satisfactorily  perform- 
ed experiment  in  every  respect,  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  it  on 
its  own  grounds ;  and  I  trust  I  shall  make  it  appear  as  incompe- 
tent to  establish  Dr  Wilsop's  opinion  as  any  of  the  former. 

The  violence  used  in  this  experiment  would,  of  itself,  almost 
destroy  its  influence  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  of 
debility.  The  stimulus  here  applied  in  the  very  act  of  preparing 
for  the  experiment,  was  by  much  too  powerful  to  insure  any 
accuracy  in  the  result,  and  produced  great  part  of  that  debility 
which  ought  to  have  been  the  consequence  of  the  inflammation 
during  the  process  employed  in  the  experiment.  Although  pro- 
trusions of  the  intestines  do  sometimes  occur  without  being  ibl- 

*  I  have  taiien  the  liberty  of  occesioDaUy  altering  the  text  of  Dr  WiJson,  so  far 
as  to  put  in  italics  some  of  his  expr^&sious,  to  yvhich  I  wish  to  du'cct  the  reader's 
^)articular  attention.  '  '    -  ...       ,    .  ■     ■  - :   •.  • 
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lowed  bj  any  veiry  bad  eonseqnenc^s^  yet  it  can  scarccfy  be  doiAi^ 
^  tliat  the  violent  'exposure  of  tlie  abdomiAai  contents  nay  fre-> 
f  ]uent]j  giiF«e  rise  to  inflammation.  If  thb  be  the  case,  we  must 
<MMisimr  sBoh  a  part  as  the  mesentery  but  ill  adapted  for  cxhi<- 
iMting  the  phenomena  of  inflammation.  Mr  Boraston  in  his  re- 
port eays,  ^*  qftern  fern  minutes  exposure  totkeair^  the  vessels  be- 
came visMtf  etilarged.  **  Besides,  there  is  no  parity,  nor  even  simi« 
)«^ity,  between  the  condition  of  an  aninud  under  the  influence  of 
terror  and  excruciating  pain,  and  that  of  the  human  body,  pre<« 
viotts  to,  or  during  an  attadc  of  inflammation  ;  nor  are  we  ccHn- 
petent  to  appreciate  correctly  the  effects  which  may  result  from 
^18  difference  of  condition.  Tri^  may  be  made  on  animals 
when  suffering  from  fkar  or  torture,  in  order  to  determine  some 
general  principle ;  but  for  tbe  purpose  of  tracing  accurately  the 
nicer  features  of  morbid  action,  these  mental  powers  mufft  have 
as  little  to  do  with  the  experiment  as  possible.  Upon  these 
simple  grounds,  therefore,  this  experiment  of  Dr  W.  might  be 
disregarded,  as  altogether  inconclusive  towards  invalidating  one 
hypothesis,  or  establishing  another.  I  have  no  intention,  how- 
ever, of  availing  mysdf  of  this  mode  of  setting  it  aside,  but  shall 
endeavour  to  represent,  from  the  report  itself  in  what  respect 
the  experiment  appears  to  me  to  be  defective. 

In  consequence  of  simple  exposure  of  a  portion  of  the  mesenm 
tery  to  the  air,  in  the  first  instance,  ^^  he  perceived  the  globules 
of  the  blood  moving  along  with  great  rapidity,  but  not  in  suffici- 
ent quantity  to  give  a  red  colour  4o  the  vessels,  "  Queiy,  How 
eould  he  distinguish  the  motion  of  the  globules  of  ihe^Mnodf  with- 
out, at  the  same  time,  discerning  ^e  red  colour  of  the  vessels  which 
transmitted  them  i  *'  After  a  few  minutes  exposure  to  the  air, " 
that  is,  after  a  few  minutes  application  of  a  very  highly  exciting 
power,  (Dr  W.,  I  presume,  all  the  while  **  gentry  irritating  tlie 
parts");  and  after  the  increased  action  by  this  power  had  been 
communicated  in  some  degree  to  the  vessels  nearer  the  heart,  ^^  the 
vessels  "  he  says  **  became  visibly  enlarged,  and  in  some  parts  as- 
sumed a  reddish  colour,  while  die  velocity  of  the  blood  was  pro- 
portionately dimuiislied.  "  Tlnh  is  almost  equivalent  to  his  hav* 
ing  said, — The  vessels  having  been  debilitated,  in  consequence  of 
the  violent  stimulus  previously  applied  in  the  very  act  of  making 
the  experiment,  necessarily  yielded  to  the  stream,  which,  after 
the  application  of  the  stronger  stimulus,  ceased  to  stimulate 
them  powerfully ;  it  became  to  them  merely  a  distending  fluid, 
which  they  had  not  the  power  to  resist ;  and  redness  and  stagna- 
tion of  the  blood  were  the  consequences.  This  is  still  farther 
ccMToborated  by  what  follows:   **  As  soon  as  a  part  of  the  me- 
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saatery,  which  lay  within  the  field  of  observation,  and  appeared 
almost  colourless,  was  irritated  with  the  point  of  a  small  pair  of 
forcqps,  a  red  spot  appeared  $ "  showing,  that  the  vessels  had 
been  previously  roused  to  action  by  a  high  stimulus,  which  had 
perhaps  expelled  the  blood  $  but  on  the  irritation  being  made  by 
the  forceps,  they  were  so  violently  exojted,  as  either  to  be  ex- 
hausted altogether,  or  the  action  was  ^communicated  to  the 
neighbouring  vessels,  by  which  means  a  quantity  of  blood  was 
propelled  into  them,  which  they  were  unable  to  resist,  and 
^consequently  received  it  ^Mn  a  few  seconds, "  he  proceeds, 
**  it  increased  in  size ;  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  vessels  were 
distended ;  and  the  current  of  blood  becoming  less  rapid,  was 
for  some  distance  slightly  tinged  with  a  red  colour.  This  en- 
largement of  the  vessels  gradually  extended ;  the  circulaticm  at 
this  time  was  extremely  languid,  and  at  length  was  not  discover* 
able  at  all. "  There  is  evidently  an  ambiguity  in  the  former  part 
of  the  above  quotation ;  at  any  rate,  I  do  not  easily  understand 
what  idea  the  reporter  intends  to  convey  in  this  particular  case, 
by  the  distension  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  vessels^  in  relation  to 
jtbe  spot ;  nor  am  I  able  to  affix  any  definite  meaning  to  the  ex- 
pression of  the  current  of  blood  being  slightly  tinged  with  a  red 
colour.  I  have  always  been  led  to  believe  that  there  is  no  fluid 
in  the  human  body  recognized  as  blood,  tliat  possesses  any  other 
colour  than  red.  This  inaccuracy  of  expression  is  one  of  the 
consequences  that  might  naturally  have  been  expected  from  hav- 
ing had  the  experiment  performed  in  the  manner  it  was  done. 
That  the  enlargement  of  the  vessels  would  take  place,  under 
the  circumstances  just  pointed  out,  and  that  the  circulation 
would  become  extremely  languid  in  consequence  of  it,  and  would 
soon  cease,  and  gangrene  supervene,  is  precisely  what  we  should 
have  looked  for. 

If  these  observations  on  Dr  Wilson's  experiments  be  founded 
on  fact  or  reason,  it  will  appear  that  the  latter  are  inadequate  to 
the  establishment  of  his  hypothesis  $  and  hence,  the  conclusion 
which  he  draws  from  them  can  scarcely  be  admitted,  namely, 
that  ^^  the  state  of  the  capillaries  of  an  inflamed  part,  is  that  of 
preternatural  distension  and  debility. " 

He  goes  on :  ^^  The  state  of  the  larger  vessels  may  be  ascertain- 
ed without  the  aid  of  the  microscope.  Unassisted  by  glasses,  we 
readily  perceive  that  they  do  not  suffer  a  similar  distension,  and 
their  increased  pulsation  sufficiently  evinces  iheir  increased  ac- 
tion. "  That  the  larger  vessels  in  the  neighbourhood  have  their 
^ction  increased,  is  easily  understood ;  but  that  it  is  so  in  con- 
tr^^iiptioTi  to  the  diminished  actioQ  pf  the  extreme  or  minut^ 
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bran^eS}  does  not  appear  to  be  sq  clearlylnade  out.  That  their 
increased  pulsalion  cau  be  more  easily  detected,  even  without 
the  aid  of  optical  instruments,  is  no  proof  that  it  exceeds  in  point 
of  vigour  the  action  of  the  extreme  vessels  at  some  period  or 
another  of  the  inflammation.  Their  inferior  distension  is  obvi- 
ously owing  to  their  partaking  more  sparingly  of,  or  being  less 
immediately  affected  by,  that  resistance  which  the  blood  meets 
with  in  its  passage  through  the  smaller  arteries,  and  which,  with 
the  extra  quantity  sent,  is  the  cause  of  the  accumulation.  Be- 
sides, this  difference  in  the  pulsation  between  the  larger  arteries, 
and  the  minute  vessels  of  a  part  really  in  a  state  of  inflam- 
mation, has  not  been  demonstrated  by  experiment  It  has 
been  merely  inferred  from  the  greattT  facility  of  distinguish- 
ing the  pulsation  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter.  The  phe- 
nomena of  inflammation  are  in  direct  contradiction  to  any  such 
exclusive  increased  pulsation  of  the  larger  vessels ;  for  the  whole 
of  the  inflamed  part  is  found  to  participate  in  it.  The  reason 
why  it  is  not  so  distinctly  perceptible,  seems  to  be,  that  the 
quantum  of  pulsation  is  so  completely  expended  or  subdivided 
among  the  infinite  ramifications  of  the  arteries,  as  not  to  be  dis- 
tinctly referable  to  any  individual  branch  or  set  of  vessels.  It  is 
therdfore  to<  a  certain  extent  lost,  and  the  general  pulsation  of 
the  part  is  improperly  ascribed  to  the  larger  vessels.  In  confir- 
mation of  the  increased  pulsation  of  the  extreme  vessels,  I  may 
point  out  the  appearances  which  present  themselves  daring  the 
inflammatory  stage  of  cow*pox,  which  affords  an  example  of 
pure  superficial  inflammation.  The  phenomena  of  this  disease, 
which  particularly  illustrate  the  point  in  question,  are  easily  dis- 
cernible by  the  naked  eye.  About  the  period  when  the  areola  has 
been  completely  formed,  and  the  inflammation  has  reached  its 
height,  we  can  distinctly  perceive  the  pulsation  of  the  extreme 
vessels,  marked  by  the  alternate  paleness  and  redness  of  the  part 
which  each  systole  and  diastole  of  the  vessels  occasions.  It  can- 
not be  alleged  that  the  larger  vessels  are  alone  concerned  in  this ; 
as,  however  much  their  pulsation  might  affect  the  alternate  risf 
ing  and  subsiding  of  the  inflamed  part,  it  could  not  materially 
ai&ct  the  colour.  Moreover,  in  thi^  disease  the  inflamed  part 
15  more  accurately  defined  than  in  most  others,  which  in  some 
degree  implies,  that  the  larger  vessels  in  the  neighbourhood  are 
very  little,  if  at  all  engaged.  It  can  scarcely  be  believed  also, 
that  in  this,  which  presents  as  perfect  a  specimen  of  inflamm^r 
tion  as  may  be,  in  which  the  vessels  are,  according  to  the  doc- 
trine of  debility,  supposed  to  be  gorged  with  blood,  and  in  s^ 
M4te  of  distension,  any  change  of  colour  could  take  place  fron^ 
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iin  increased  pnlsation  of  tiie  hrge  vessels  in  the  immediate  ri- 
cinity. 

That  the  larger  vessels  are  not  affected  in  the  same  manner 
as  tlfe  smaller,  after  the  inflammation  has  continued  for  some  time, 
is  just  ^irh  a  result  as  might  be  anticipated  in  those  experiments 
by  Dr  W.  on  inflammation,  on  a  most  trifling  scale.  The  in- 
creased action  of  the  vessels,  after  it  has  e^cisted  for  a  consider- 
able period,  or  even  to  a  severe  extent  for  a  short  time,  produces 
such  a  degree  of  debility,  as  to  render  them  unfit  to  perform 
their  fimctions ;  and  in  a  short  time  they  cease,  or  nearly  cease  to 
act.  As  the  part  cannot  long  remain  in  such  a  state,  a  termina- 
tion to  this  process  takes  place ;  the  impediments  to  the  circula- 
tion are  rernored  by  the  natural  powers,  or  by  the  assistance  of 
art ;  and  the  via  a  tergo  is  soon  brought  down  to  the  natural 
standard.  But  if  the  part  remain  for  any  length  of  time  in  this 
condition,  or,  what  amounts  perhaps  to  the  same  thing,  if  the  in- 
flammation beof  considerable  extent,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
llie  larger  branches  from  being  successively  reduced  to  the  same 
state  of  debility,  -and  so  onwards  to  the  heart ;  and  we  accord- 
ingly find,  that  where  any  of  these  circumstances  are  present  to 
ft  very  great  degree,  the  increased  action,  and  (if  not  counter- 
acted)' the  debility,  are  soon  communicated  to  the  fountain  of 
life.  It  should  always  be  held  in  remembrance  too,  that  the  size 
of  the  vessels  is  merely  relative,  and  that  the  most  extreme  rami- 
fication is  smnll,  only  in  relation  to  one  nearer  the  heart,  and  this 
again  to  the  one  next  in  order.  Tlius,  the  facial  or  temporal  ar- 
teries may  be  as  small  with  respect  to  the  carotid,  as  is  the  most 
minute  branch  with  regard  to  these  arteries. 

It  may  be  noticed  in  this  place,  that  if  inflammation  were  in 
general  terminable  in  the  short  space  of  time  Dr  W.  allows, 
that  is,  if  the  vessels  were  deprived  in  a  great  measure  of  their 
excitability,  which  they  must  be  if  they  cease  to  act,  and  remain 
any  time  with  the  Uood  stagnating  in  them,  there  is  no  latitude 
allowed,  and  inflammation  would  in  every  case  be  comparatively 
of  little  or  no  duration.  We  should  have  no  continuance  for 
several  days  of  almost  the  same  degree  of  redness,  pain,  heat,  and 
swelling  in  variola  vaccina.  A  common  phlegmon,  the  moment 
that  the  usual  routine  of  these  characteristic  appearances  had 
been  established,  should  dissipate,  or  run  immediately  to  suppu- 
ration or  gangrene ;  whereas,  we  generally  observe  these  phe- 
iiomena  remain  for  some  time  with  little  perceptible  variation  ; 
which  can  only  happen  firom  the  vessels  continuing  to  possess  a 
considerable  portion  of  vigour,  which,  as  soon  as  it  has  been  ex- 
pended, (or  from  some  other  cauj^,  w^hich  we  are  unable  to  as- 
«:ertain),  a  new  process  of  one  kind  or  another  commences,  en* 
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tiiely  difierent  from  that  which  wHs  present  during  the  inflam- 
fioation. 

Whether  the  remarks,  I  have  thus  takaa  the  liberty  of  offering 
on  the  experiments  of  Dr  Wilson,  and  the  reasoning  founded  on 
them,  be  applicable  or  not,  it  must  at  aH  events  appear  that  the 
experiments  themselves  have  been  conducted  on  a  scale  by  far 
too  insignificant  for  the  decision  of  a  point  of  so,  much  importance 
in  pathology,  as  the  doctrine  of  inflammation. 

I  shall,  with  3rour  approbation,  continue,  in  a  succeeding 
!Number,  the  examination  of  the  remaining  .parts  of  the  subject ; 
viz.  ^'  the  explanation  of  the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  the 
modus  operandi  of  its  causes,  and  of  the  means  which  relieve 
it,  "  and  also  '^  the  analogy  of  the  phenomena  of  inflammatioa 
and  fever. " 

H.  E. 
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Hotiboldt's  Political  State  of  New  Spain^  und  Humboldt  ani 

BofNlPLAND's  Flanta  Equimctiaks, 

npHE  arrival  of  a  second  volume  of  the  splendid  work  of  these 
-*•   indefatigable  travellers,  enables  us  t^  lay  before  our  readers 
aome  curious  information  respecting  the  fever  which  reigns  epi- 
demically on  the  eastern  coast  of  New  Spain. 

Vera  Cruz  is  considered  as  the  chief  seat  of  the  vomito^  which 
is  certainly  the  same  disease  with  the  yellow  fever*  that  .has 
afHicted  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America  sincd 
J  793.  Clavigero  and  other  writers  affirm,  that  it  occurred  for  the 
first  time  in  i725 ;  but  M.  Humboldt  is  of  opinion,  that  yellow 
fever  has  occurred  sporadicaliy,  whenever  persons  born  in  a  cold 
climate  have  been  exposed,  in  the  torrid  zone,  to  air  loaded  with 
miasmata.  In  the  sixteenth  and  seventeendi  centuries,  the  mor<- 
iality  was  probably  much  less  than  afterwards :  ist,  Because  the 
tropical  part  of  America  was  only  visited  by  the  Portuguese  and 
Spaniards,  whose  constituiioiiS  are  less  hurt  by  great  heat  than 
the  inhabitants  of  more  northern  countries ;  2d,  The  early  coio- 
pists  of  the  We^t  Indies  were  not  collected  into  such  populous 
towns ;  3d,  Because,  after  the  discovery  of  the  American  conti- 
nent, the  Spaniards  were  less  attracted  by  commerce  to  the 
3varm  and  humid  shores,  and  preferred  the  more  temperate  ele- 
i^ated  .plains  of  the  interior.    Panama  and-Nombie  de  i)ios  were 
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at  first  the  only  porta  in  which,  on  certain  occasions,  there  was  a 
considerable  concourse  of  strangers;  and,  as  early  as  1535,  the 
ibrmer  was  a  dangerous  residence  for  Europeans,  and  the  latter 
was  abandoned  in  1.^84.  We  must  not  confound  the  period 
when  a  disease  was  first  described,  with  the  date  of  its  first  ap- 
pearance. Ilie  most  ancient  description  of  yellow  fever,  is  by 
John  Ferreyra  de  Rosa,  a  Portuguese  physician,  who  observed 
the  epidemic  which  prevailed  at  Olinda  in  the  Brazils  from  1687 
to  1694,  shortly  after  the  Portuguese  army  had  conquered  Fer- 
nambuco.  In  1691,  it  ap)>eared  in  Barbadoes,  and  was  called 
Kendall's  &ver ;  but  there  was  no  proof  of  its  having  been  im« 
ported  from  Fernambuco.  UUoa  reports,  from  the  information 
of  the  natives,  that  the  vamitopricto  was  not  known  at  St  Marthe 
and  Carthagena  before  1729-^0,  or  at  Guayaquil  before  1740. 

The  black  vomit  has  never  yet  been  observed  on  the  west 
coast  of  New  Spain.  The  inhabitants  of  the  sea-shore,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Papagallo  to  Saint  Blas^  are  subject  to  gastric, 
which  often  degenerates  into  adynamic  fever  i  and  it  may  be 
stated,  that  a  bilious  constitution  reigns  almost  continually  in 
those  plains,  which,  though  arid  and  burning,  are  intersected  by 
marshes,  the  resort  of  tlie  crocodile.  The  yellow  fever,  and  we 
request  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  fact,  is  still  unknown 
even  at  Acapuico,  which  Humboldt  describes  as  one  of  the  most 
unhealthy  situations  of  the  New  World  j  where  the  heat  is  more 
oppressive,  and  theair  more  stagnating,  thanatVeraCruz;  where 
the  inhabitants,  for  a  gn^at  part  of  the  year,  do  not  see  the  sun,  ex- 
cept through  a  stratum  of  olive-coloured  vapour,  not  affecting  the 
hygrometer  \  and  where  heaps  ot  fish  putrefying,  exhale  vapours 
which  are  considered  as  the  cliief  cause  of  the  bilious  putrid  fe- 
vers which  reign  upon  that  coast,  and  which,  with  cholera  mor- 
bus, carry  off'  numbers  of  the  Mexicans  who  descend  from  the 
high  table- lands  to  purchase  goods  on  the  arrival  of  the  galleons. 
So  favourable  does  the  situation  of  Acapuico  appear  to  Hum- 
boldt for  the  development  of  yellow  iiever,  that  he  attempts  to 
account  for  its  absence.  **  Perhaps,  if  this  port,  instead  of  be- 
ing frequented  by  ships  from  Manilla,  Guayaquil,  and  other  places 
of  the  torrid  zone,  received  ships  from  Chili  and  the  uorth*west 
coast  of  America;  if  it  were  visited  at  the  same  time  by  a  great* 
er  number  of  Europeans  or  of  the  highland  Mexicans;  the  bilious 
iever  would  soon  degenei^ate  into  yellow  fever,  and  the  germ  of 
this  last  disease  would  develop  itself  m  a  still  more  fatal  man* 
ner  than  at  Vera  Cruz. "  Uur  readers  will  probably  recollect  Dr 
Mitchell's  theory  of  5^/'/em,  and  his  uiustration  of  it,  by  ascribing 
ihe  healthiness  of  all  li'  csione  countries  to  the  absorption  of 
^!jf^  fieptic  acid*     Of  ihe  talsity  of  this  hypothesis,.  Gibraltar  has 
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ftiVnished  an  incontrovertible  proof,  and  the  great  lime- kilns  of 
Acapulco  afE")rd  another;  still,  however,  such  is  the  political 
influence  of  Dr  Mitchell's  theory,  that  on  Humboldt's  arrival  at 
Philadelphia  from  the  West  Indies,  the  hatchways  were  gravely 
painted  with  lime-water  to  absorb  the  septon  which  was  supposed 
to  be  aboard  the  vessel ; — the  poor  Spanish  sailors,  in  their  igno- 
rance, naturally  enough  concluded,  that  it  was  some  magical 
operation,  from  which  such  a  disproportionate  effect  as  the  de- 
struction of  contagion  was  expected. 

From  the  uniformity  of  the  heat  during  the  year  at  Acapulco, 
Humboldt  dreads,  that  if  ever  the  yellow  JFever  is  developed  there, 
it  will  continue  during  the  whole  year,  asin  other  situations  where 
the  temperatui*e  varies  only  two  or  three  degrees  during  the 
year. 

It  is  a  mistake  that  the  yellow  fever  never  appears  in  the  south- 
ern hemisphere.  Itj  in  fact,  first  attacked  a  number  of  Euro- 
peans at  Olinda,  in  the  Brazils;  it  prevailed  at  Guayaquil  in 
1740  J  and  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  at  Monte  Video, 
so  celebrated  for  the  salubrity  of  its  climate.  During  the  last 
fifty  years,  the  yellow  fever  has  not  appeared  upon  the  coast  of 
the  Pacific  Ooean,  except  at  Panama ;  and  ther6,  as  at  Callao, 
the  commencement  of  a  great  epidemic  is  often  marked  by  the 
arrival  of  some  ships  from  Chili ;  not  that  they  imported  the  dis* 
ease  from  a  country  where  it  never  existed,  but  because  its  in- 
habitants, coming  from  the  healthiest  country  in  the  world,  ex- 
perience the  same  fatal  efiects  of  a  sultry  air,  loaded  with  putrid 
emanations,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  north. 

On  the  coast  of  Mexico,  an  intimate  connexion  is  observed 
Between  the  progress  of  disease  and  the  temperature  of  the  air. 
At  Vera  Cruz  there  are  only  two  seasons;  that  of  the  north- winds, 
which  blow  from  the  autumnal  to  the  vernal  eqiiinox,  and  of 
the  south-east,  which  blows  pretty  regularly  from  March  to  Siep- 
tember.  The  vomito  does  not  commence,  generally,  till  the  medi- 
um heat  is  75®  Fahr.  and  is,  therefore,  seldom  seen  in  December, 
January,  and  February;  and  although  May  is  warmer  than  Sep- 
tember and  October,  its  ravages  are  most  dreadful  in  these  latter 
months,  because  a  certain  duration  Seems  necessary  to  develop 
its  full  Force.  Thus,  when  it  has  been  vci^y  violent  in  summer,  it 
Cfxitinucs  more  or  less  during  winter;  but  when  it  has  been  mild 
in  summer,  it  ceases  a'together:  also,  the  rain  which  lasts  from 
June  to  September,  caniiot  be  without  influence.  The  commence- 
ment and  termination  of  the  rainy  season  are  most  to  be  dreaded. 

M.  Humboldt  is  of  opinion,  that  the  vomita  is  not  natttrallT^ 
contagious,  but  that  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  other  pathologies^ 
phenomena  tor  it  to  become  so^  ir um  the  influence  of  climate 
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and  seasons,'  the  accttmulfttioD  of  &ick,  and  individual  suscepti- 
bility. Thus,  between  the  tropics,  €*g,  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  vomits 
is  universally  allowed  to  be  iwt  contagious;  while,  in  the  more 
temperate  climate  of  Europe,  its  contagious  nature  was  as  in- 
disputably proved,  by  the  escape  of  individuals  iii  the  very  fo>- 
cus  of  the  disease,  who  secluded  themselves:  and  in  the  inter* 
mediate  climate  of  North  America,  its  contagious  nature  has  al« 
ways  been  the  subject  of  violent  controversy.  In  tropical  situa-. 
tions,  a  second  attack  of  yellow  fever  is  rare,  at  Vera  Cruz  un- 
l^nown,  but  in  the  United  States  it  is  not  uncommon. 

Near  Vera  Cruz,  the  vomito  never  occurs  higher  up  than  S08O 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  which  is  exactly  the  limit  below 
which  the  Mexican  oaks  cease  to  grow. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  persons  born  and  brought  up  in  Vera 
Cruz,  are  not  there  subject  to  the  disease'.  The  same  is  true  at 
Havannah,  with  regard  to  its  inhaUtants;  and  yet  the  natives 
of  Havannah  are  sometimes  attacked  with  yellow  fever  when 
they  visit  Vera  Cruz,  in  August  or  September;  whUe,  on  the 
contrary,  natives  of  Vera  Cruz  have  diei  of  yellow  fever  at  Ha- 
vannah, Jamaica,  and  the  United  States. 

It  is  also  remarkable,  that  the  natives  of  equinoctial  countries^ 
such  as  Vera  Cruz  and  Havannah,  are  not  susceptible  of  ydlow 
fever  in  their  own  country,  while,  in  the  more  temperate  climates 
of  North  America,  and  Old  Spain,  the  natives  suffer  equally  with 
strangers.  The  whites  and  metis^  who  inhabit  the  elevated  in-* 
terior  of  Mexico,  especially  the  muleteers  and  recruits,  suffer  more 
from  yellow  fever  than  strangers  who  arrive  by  sea,  probably 
from  experiencing  a  more  suiKlen  change  *of  temperature. 

In  the  most  sickly  season,  the  shortest  stay  in  Vera  Cruz  is 
sufficient  to  excite  the  disease  in  strang^s.  Inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Mexico  going  to  Europe,  generally  remain  at  Xalapa  un- 
til the  very  moment  of  the  vessel  sailing;  set  out  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  and  are  carried  through  Vera  Cruz  in  a  litter  to  the 
boat  waiting  for  them  at  the  Mole ;  and  yet  these  often  die  of 
yellow  fever  in  a  few  days :  And  in  like  manner  Europeans,  who^ 
on  their  arrival,  find  litters  prepared  to  carry  them  up  to  Perote, 
do  not  always  escape. 

At  Vera  Cruz,  the  yellow  fever  generally  lasts  longer  than  six 
or  seven  days  ;  and  deaths  in  the  course  of  SO  or  40  hours  are 
yery  r^re  j  whereas  in  Old  Spain,  cases  have  terminated  fatally 
in  6  or  7  hours.  The  mortality  is  always  greatest,  when  sevend 
ships  of  war,  and  many  merchant  vessels  arrive  at' the  same  time 
in  summer  i-  thus  the  cruel  epidemic  of  1794-,  followed  upon  the 
iurrival  of  three  men  of  war. 
'  Although  \iiQVQinito  at£rst  Indicated  an  asthenic  dialhesi% 
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blood-letting  is  considered  dangerous  nt  Vera  Cruz,  the  passage 
from  sj'nocha  to  typhus  is  so  rapid.  In  the  commencement 
of  the  disease,  minoratives,  bathing,  iced  water,  sorbets,  and  o- 
tber  debilitating  remedies  are  preferred  ;  but  when,  to  speak  in 
the  language  of  Brown,  whose  system,  it  appears,  bas  excited 
more  enthusiasm  in  Mexico,  than  in  any  part  of  Europe,  the 
indirect  debihty  manifi?»ts  itself,  the  most  powerful  stimuli  ara 
given  with  great  success,  such  as  more  than  an  hundred  drops  at 
sulphuric  ether,  and  60  or  70  drops  of  liaudanuin,  every  hour. 
Cinchona  has  not  been  so  succetisful  in  Vera  Cruz,  as  in  the 
West  Indies  and  Spain,  and  the  mercurial  treatment,  though 
frequently  tried,  has  been  very  generally  abandoned*  Fj  ictions 
with  olive  oil  have  been  more  successful. 

The  yellow  fever  appears  at  distant  but  irregular  periods* 
The  epidemic  of  1762,  i$  the  first  on  record,  which,  however, 
does  not  go  back  more  than  half  a  century.  It  continued  to 
appear  every<yeariintiM77S,' after  which  i(  did  not  return  tiit 
1794,  although  during  all  the  intermediate  y^ar?,  the  concourse 
of  foreign  sailors  was  very  great*  Since  17^4,  it  has  prevailed 
whenever  the  north  trade^^wind  ceases  to  blow.  ISIeteorological 
observations  have,  as  yet,  thrown  no  tight  upon  these  periodical 
epidemics* 

Angustura.    Bonplavdia  tf-jfoliaia* 

We  ai^  always  pleased  when  the  discovery  of  the  source  of 
any  articles  of  the  Materia  Medieao  lessens  our  ignorance  of  the 
instruments  of  our  art.  The  angustura  bark,  since  its  introduc* 
tion  into  medicine,  has  given  rise  to  many  false  conjectures.  It 
has  been  ascribed  to  the  brucea  ferruginea,  which  grows  in  Abys* 
»nia,  and  to  the  magnolia  glauca,  which  is  ^lot  found  in  any 
part  of  South  America.  Humboldt  and  Bonpland  were  lucky 
enough  to  meet  with  it  at  St  Thomas»  in  New  Guayana,  in  Jun« 
1800.  They  perceived  that  it  belonged  to  an  undescribe^l  genus ; 
and  having  sent  a  specimen  of  it  to  Professor  Willdenow  of  Berr 
Hn,  he  described  it  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Berlin  Academy  for 
1802,  and  named  it,  in  honour  of  its  discoverer,  Bonplandia  ^ 
which  name  has  been  retained  by  our  travellers  in  their  magni*- 
ficent  work,  and  may  therefore  be  considered  ^  established. 
From  the  Plants  Equinoctiaks^  Vol.  II.  p.  59>  we  quote  the  fbl» 
lowing  description : 

Bonplandia!'  Pentandria  monogynia^  Z4».  Ordo  naturalise 
Quassia,  Ju:iS.  ^ 
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Character  genertcuss 

(fVilld.  Monogr.  in  Act.  Acad.  Berolin.  ann.  1802.— p,  24.) 

Calyx :  perianthium  monophyllum,  campanulaturo,  persistens, 
tomentosuniy  laciniis  ovatis,  obtusis.  Corolla  quinquepetala,. 
tubulosa,  petalis  kinceolatis,  obtusis,  coriaceis,  extus  tomentosis, 
mari^ine  cohaerentibus,  et  corollam  monopetalam,  penta^onaxn 
mentientibus.  Nectarium  duplex ;  glandulae  quinque  oblongfie, 
obtu^se;  et  squamae  totidem  truncatae  pubescentes,  gland  ulis 
dictis  cixictae,  ad  basim  germinis.  Stamina :  filamenta  quinque 
lineari-  lanceolata,  basi  parum  dilatata,  infra  medium  petalormn 
inserta  ;  antherae  lineaxes,  Versailles.  Pistillum :  germina  quin- 
que coalita ;  stylus  filiformisy  staminibus  brevior ;  stigmata  quin- 
que oblonga,  obtusa,  crassa,  conniventia.  Pericarpium :  capsuliB 
quinque,  coalitse,  uniloculaires,  monospermse,  bivalves.  Semen 
ovatum. " 

The  Bbnplandia  is  a  native  of  South  America,  and  frequent  in 
the  woods  near  Carou)',  and  Alta  Gracia.  It  grows  to  the  height 
of  from  sixty  to  eighty  feet,  of  an  elegant  and  majestic  form.  Its 
trunk  is  straight  and  cylindricaK  The  bark  is  only  one  or 
two  lines  in  thickness,  and  is  sometimes  cracked  externally. 
The  wood  is  of  a  clear  yellow  colour,  dense,  and  susceptible 
of  a  polish  like  boxwood.  The  branches  are  alternate,  the  low- 
er horizontal,  the  upper  more  upright.  The  bark  of  the  young- 
er branches  is  of  a  fine  green  colour,  dotted  with  greyish  tuber- 
cles. The  leaves  are  evergreen,  alternate,  composed  of  three 
leafits,  one  or  two  feet  in  length,  the  middle  one  being  one-sixth 
'  longer  than  the  lateral  oiies,  supported  on  a  common  foot-stalk 
ten  or  eleven  inches  long.  The  leaves,  when  fresh,  exhale  an  ex- 
tremely agreeable  aromatic  odour.  The  corymbus  is  tormina)^ 
about  fourteen  or  eighteen  inches  long,  having  a  foot>  stalk  of  near- 
ly the  same  length  with  that  of  the  leaves,  and  composed  of  al- 
ternate twigs,  bearing  each  from  three  to  six  flowers* 

In  its  botanical  character,  the  Bonplandia  approaches  most 
Dearly  to  quassia,  but  is  sufficiently  distinguished  by  the  insertion 
of  its  stamina  into  the  petals,  and  by  the  petals  cohering  at  their 
basis,  resembling  a  monopetalous  corolla. 

The  name  Angusiura  bark,  is  derived  from  the  Spanish  de- 
nomination caacarilla  or  corteza  del  Angostura.  From  the  very 
considerable  contraction  of  the  Orinoco  near  Guayana,  the  town 
of  St  Thomas  is  vulgarly  called  La  Angostura^  the  straits,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  correct  to  write  Cortex  Augusturce  or  Augustce^ 
as  has  been  done,  under  the  false  supposition  that  the  bark  came 
from  the  town  of  St  Augustin  in  Florida. 
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The  Bonplandia  trifoliata,  which  has  the  form  of  the  cacao 
tree,  seems  to  belong,  like  the  Myristica  otoba,  Bertholetia  and 
Ceroxylon,  to  those  groups  of  valuable  plants  which  Nature  has 
confined  within  a  very  small  extent  of  country.  It  is  chiefly 
found  to  the  south  of  the  lower  Orinoco,  in  the  missions  of 
Carouy,  inhabited  by  the  Cafibfos,  28  leagues  east  from  Angos- 
tura. It  is  frequeat  iti  the  fine  forests  around  Villa  de  UpatUf 
Alia  Qrada^  and  Ccpapuif  between  the  rivers  Carouy  and  Upatu, 
but  five  or  six  leagues  distant  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Carouy. 
The  bark  is  an  article  of  commerce  at  Saint  Thomas,  Carouy, 
and  Trinidad.  Bonpland  also  found  it  among  the  plants  of  the 
gulph  of  Santa  Fe,  between  Cmnana  and  New  Barcelona. 

The  Catalonian  capuchins  who  possess  the  missions  of  Carouy, 
prepare  with  great  care  an  extract  of  angostura  bark,  whidi 
they  distribute  to  the  convents  of  Catalonia. 

The  Bonplandia  is  unfortunately  indicated  on  the  tableau  be* 
longing  to  Humboldt's  geography  of  plants,  under  the  title  of 
Cusparia  Febrtfuga^  which  has  led  the  London  college  into  a  &]se 
nomtedatuile*  It  mast  not  be  confounded  with  me  Cuspa  or 
&l9e  Cinchona  of  Cumana,  which  has  alternate  leaves. 
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PART  IL 

CRITICAL    ANALYSIS. 


1. 

A  Tf-eatise  on  the  Prirtcipcd  Diseases  of  Dublin.  By  Martin 
TuoMY,  M-D.  T.C.D,  and  Fellow  of  the  King  and  Queen's 
College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland.  8vo.  pp.  399.  Dublin, 
1810. 

(^0M£  of  the  most  important  contributions  to  the  knowledge  of 
^  the  naturalist,  the  antiquary,  and  the  historian,  are  to  be 
found  in  those  local  histories  of  towns  and  districts,  compiled  up- 
on the  spot  by  a  resident  inquirer,  to  whom  all  the  traditions  and 
records  connected  with  it,  as  well  as  the  physical  circumstances 
of  the  place,  had  become  familiar  from  long  and  repeated  obser-* 
vation.  In  like  manner,  the  endemic  histories  of  the  human  con- 
fititution,  if  we  may  so  speak,  the  local  varieties  of  health  and 
disease,  are  extremely  interesting  to  the  pathologist ;  inasmuch 
as  they  tend  to  elucidate  in  particular  the  causes  of  diseases,  to 
show  the  influence  of  various  physical  and  moral  agents  on  the 
living  body,  and  to  enable  us,  therefore,  to  adopt  a  system  of  pre- 
ventive measures,  which  may  often  supersede  the  pains  and  dan- 
gers of  disea8e,/and  the  more  uncertain  expedients  employed  for 
tne  purpose  of  cure.  Tliis,  however,  implies  a  concomitant  ac- 
count of  what  has  been  called  the  medical  topography  of  the 
place  referred  to,  as  well  as  a  history  of  the  seasons  during 
which  the  diseases  occurred. 

On  perusing  the  title-page  of  this  book,  the  reader  will  pro- 
bably expect  that  he  is  about  to  meet  with  such  a  history.  But, 
like  ourselves,  he  will  be  doomed  to  suffer  the  disappointment 
of  finding  only  a  general  systematic  treatise  on  some  of  the  most 
common  disorders  of  the  human  frame,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  without  any  reference  to  the  local  circumstances  under 
which  they  appear :  so  that  it  might  equally  serve  for  a  treatise 
on  the  principal  diseases  of  Moscow,  Geneva,  or  Amsterdam,  as 
•n  those  of  tne  metropoln  of  Ireland.     He  will  observe  this 
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ceptioQi  however,  to  its  application  to  the  places  just  mentioned, 
that  several  of  the  ordinary  maladies  of  those  places  are  not  to  be 
found  in  this  treatise :  the  small-pox,  for  example,  the  croup, 
hydrocephalus,  epilepsy,  diabetes,  the  diseases  of  the  kidnejs, 
bladder  and  heart,  colic,  diarrhoea,  gout,  erysipelas,  hysteria, 
piles,  hydrophobia,  scrofula,  insanity,  &d.  &c.  are  not  described 
among  the  principal  diseases  of  Dublin.  The  gout,  indeed,  is 
casuafly  alluded  to,  once  or  twice,  in  its  irr^ular  forms  j  and 
erysipelas  is  used  as  the  appellation  of  a  disease,  which  differs 
not  less  from  erysipelas  in  its  appearance  and  progress,  than 
from  small*pox;  viz.  the  zona^  or  shingles :  but  of  the  other  dis- 
eases just  specified,  we  find  no  notice  whatever* 

If  it  be  difficult  to  discover  any  reason  for  the  omission  ot 
these  ordinary,  but  important  maladies  from  the  catalogue ;  it  is 
not  more  easy  to  account  for  the  arrangement  of  those  which  are 
selected  for  description.  It  would  almost  seem  that  they  have 
been  put  together  by  the  printer,  as  the  separate  essays  happened 
to  lie  in  the  author'sport-folio,  rather  than  from  any  principle 
of  connexion.  I)r  Tuomy  begins,  indeed,  by  telling  us,  thaf 
be  has  adopted  a  new  classification,  by  arranging  under  the  head' 
of  biUous  diseases  a  number  of  disordersSwhich  ''  are  far  differ- 
ently arranged  in  systematic  works ; ''  namely,  bilious  fever,  in« 
flammation  of  the  hver,  jaundice,  cholera,  dyspepsia,  and  dysen« 
teiy.  But  the  wbrk  proceeds,  without  any  intimation,  where 
the  bilious  class  is  concluded,  and  a  new  class  begun.  Having 
discussed  the  diseases  just  enumerated,  the  author  proceeds  to  in- 
termittent and  typhoid  fevers :  but  between  the  two,  he  places 
dropsy  in  its  three  ordinary  forms.  After  typhus,  he  treats  of 
worms,  and  then  of  catarrh,  influenza,  pneumonia,  and  inflam- 
matory sore-throat.  Next  follow  rheumatism,  acute  and  chro- 
nic, inflammation  of  the  stomach  and  of  the  bowels,  measles, 
and  scarlet-fever.  Af^er  scarlet-fever,  the  gripes,  diarrhoea,  and 
convulsions  of  infancy  are  introduced,  and  followed  by  apoplexy, 
palsy,  asthma,  and  chincough,  lettcorrhoea,  menorrhagia,  and  St 
Vitus's  dance.  To  conclude  the  motley  assemblage,  a  small  col- 
lection of  chronic  cutaneous  diseases  brings  up  the  rear,  and 
completes  the  list  of  ^^  the  principal  diseases  of  Dublin. '' 

Our  readers  will  not  expect  that  we  shall  enter  into  a  syste- 
matic detail  of  the  symptoms,  causes,  and  treatment  of  these  or- 
dinary complaints ;  which  are  here  describied  in  the  ordinary 
terms  of  other  systematic  treatises.  We  shall  call  their  atten- 
tion to  those  subjects  only,  which  possess  some  degree  of  im- 
portance or  of  novelty. 

One  leading  featurcvof  the  work,  is  the  reference  of  a  consi- 
derable number  of  disorder's,  both  jccute  and  chronic^  to  a  nior«* 
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bid  condition  of  tbe  secretions  poured  into  the  alimentary  canal ; 
a  source  of  disease  from  whicn  the  views  of  practitioners  bad 
been  for  a  long  time  diverted,  by  the  doctrines  of  the  viial  or 
nervous  pathologists,  and  especially  by  the  plausible  dreams  of 
Brown,  but  to  which  a  general  sense  of  the  value  of  observation 
and  induction,  aided  by  the  important  publications  of  Dr  Hamil- 
ton, Mr  Abcmethy,  &c.  has  of  late  recalled  the  attention  of  pro- 
fessional  men.  Fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  when  spasm,  and 
sthenia,  and  a^henia,  were  the  leading  articles  of  our  iaith,  an 
intelligent  German  traveller*  expressed  his  surprise,  that  the 
gastric  system  was  almost  entirely  unnoticed  by  the  En^sh  phy- 
sicians :  And  had  the  work  of  Dr  Hamilton  been  then  publi^^, 
it  would  probably  have  been  scouted  by  the  iUuminati  in  the 
schools  of  excitability  and  sensorial  power,  as  a  tissue  of  empi- 
rical absurdity,  or  condemned,  by  them,  to  the  saine  oblivion  with 
,  the  observations  of  the  practical  German.  What  our  author  has 
said  upon  this  subject,  seems  to  be  partly  the  result  of  personal 
experience ;  but,  as  he  scarcely  ever  condescends  to  name  or  re- 
fer to  any  other  writer,  and  never  quotes  the  page,  chapter,  or 
even  tide  of  any  work,  it  is  not  easy  to  collect  how  much  is  bor- 
rowed. We  think,  however,  that  he  is  far  from  being  discrimi- 
natitre  in  his  generalizations,  or  very  accurate  in  his  diagnostics. 

He  commences  with  an  enumeration  of  the  following  symp- 
toms, as  common  to  all  *<the  bilious  and  hepatic  diseases  of 
Dublin : "  pamely,  pain  and  fulness,  with  some  soreness  on  pres- 
sure, in  the  abdomen,  especially  in  the  epigastrium  and  hypo- 
chondria ;  flatulence ;  bitterness  of  the  mouth  ;  loaded  tongue, 
of  all  shades  from  a  light  yellow  to  a  dark  brown  or  black  ;  nau- 
sea i  sallow  or  yellowish  tinge  of  the  complexion  and  eyes ;  want 
of  appetite ;  irregularity  of  bowels,  which  are  most  commonly 
costive,  but  sometimes  tnere  is  a  scanty  purging,  with  tenesmus  ; 
sighing,  which,  he  ai&rms,  is  commonfy  the  precursor  of  a  critical 
eruption  on  the  skin,  especially  of  a  miliary  kind ;  and  vertijgDy 
which  often  amounts  to  violent  headach. 

His  description  of  the  symptoms  of  bifious  fever  is  neither  full 
nor  very  discriminative :  but  some  of  his  remarks  on  the  method 
of  cure,  and  especially  on  the  operation  of  purgative  medicines, 
accord  so  accurately  with  what  we  have  often  witnessed,  that  we 
cannot  doubt  that  they  are  the  result  of  actual  investigation. 
After  premising  that  the  principal  olnect  of  medicine  consists  in 
removing  the  acrid  contents  of  the  bowels,  and  correcting  tbe 
morbid  secretions ;  in  relieving  topical  distress ;  and  in  supplying 


*  Mr  Fifcher.     See  Annals  of  Medicine,  vol.  I.  p.  67. 
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4lie  patient  with  light  nourishment,  diluting  drink,  and  pure  air^ 
and  maintaining  cleanliness  ;  he  says, 

**  The  purgatives  must  be  steadily  persevered  in  throughout  the 
complaint;  for  it  is  upon  them  we  roust  principally  rely  for  success: 
and  as  the  accumulation  of  JFoul  matter  in  the  alimentary  canal  is  con- 
stantly and  copiously  produced ;  so  there  is  no  disease  in  which  the 
free  and  regular  use  of  purgatives  causes  less  distress,  or  gives  more 
uniform  relief.  It  frequently  happens,  that  from  the  operation  of  a 
purgative,  a  large  quantity  of  foul  excrements  comes  away;  and  yet 
in  ten  or  twelve  hours  after,  there  is  another  large  evacuation,  so  as 
often  to  cause  great  surprise  how  so  much  could  be  generated  in  so 
short  a  time ;  and  these  copious  and  foul  evacuations  continue  for 
several  successive  days  without  inducing  proportionable  weakness;  but 
on  the  contrary  they  procure  great  mitigation  of  the  symptoms:  even 
delicate  and  young  females  are  relieved,  without  being  exhausted,  by 
these  evacuations. " 

These  copious  discharges  of  muddy,  or  pitchy,  and  of&nsive 
stools,  indeed,  are  often  sudi  as  to  excite  the  astonishment  of  the 
pati^it  hims^  and  his  attendants;  who  express  their  **  wonder, 
whence  all  the  matter  can  come: "  for  it  very  far  exceeds  the  quan- 
ti^  of  the  ingesta,  both  liquid  and  solid.  And  so  far  from  pro- 
dudngweaknesa,  we  have  often  observed  with  pleasure  the  renew- 
al of  strength  which  these  evacuations  occasion,  when  a  languor 
and  d^ression  of  the  animal  powers,  even  to  fainting,  had  pre- 
viously existed.  But  we  have  likewise  remarked,  that  as  soon  as 
the  ahdne  excretions  have  assumed  a  natural  appearance,  a  much 
smaller  evacuation  has  actually  produced  a  considerable  reduction 
of  the  strength.  The  author  has,  perhaps,  not  suf&cienly  press- 
ed upon  the  attention  of  his  readers  the  necessity  of  carefully 
inspecting  the  alvine  disdiarges ;  which  affords  the  "best,  or  in- 
deed the  principal  index,  as  to  the  regulation  of  the  purgative 
medicine.  He  judiciously  observes,  however,  that  '*  it  is  remark- 
able that  we  are  disappointed  of  any  substantial  improvement  in 
the  state  of  our  patient,  whilst  the  dark  fasces  remain  behind, 
notwithstanding  the  quantity  of  the  evacuations  procured. "  p.  9. 

**  In  the  exhibition  of  medicine  to  produce  those  desirable  chan- 
ges, "  he  states,  **  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  some  purgatives  will 
pass  through  the  bowels  with  the  effect  of  causing  repeated  and  li- 
quid stools ;  but  will  leave  the  greatest  part  of  the  sordes  behind 
diem,  (of  this  I  have  seen  several  instances) ;  so  that  an  appropriate 
cathartic  exhibited  immediately  after  this  liquid  purging,  shall  bring 
away  copious  stools  of  fetid,  dark,  and  solid  excrements.  The  ad- 
vantage of  selecting  the  effectual  purgatives,  and  of  avoiding  that  in« 
judicious  use  of  any  medicine,  because  it  has  the  name  of  a  purge,  I 
conceive  it  necessary  to  enforce;  because  I  believe  the  practice  of  re- 
sorting to  purgatives  indiscriminately  has  often  converted  into  a  lin- 
gering disease^  that  which  might  have  been  cured  in  thr^e  or  four 
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/days ;  and  has  not  nnfrequendy  been  the  means  of  sapping  away  a 
Urge  portion  of  valuable  health. "    p.  ?. 

With  th^e  observations,  practitioners  in  general  will  conicidey 
as  well  as  in  the  preference  given  to  calomel,  combined  with 
rhubarb  or  jalap,  as  the  purgative  most  to  be  depended  upon,  in 
the  first  instance,  and  also  in  recommending  the  junction  of  an 
opiate  with  the  mercurial,  in  the  case  of  irritability  or  tenesmus 
in  the  bowels.  The  various  expedients  directed  to  be  employed 
for  the  removal  of  urgent  symptoms,  are,  on  the  whoIe«  judici- 
ous. But,  "  in  the  phrenitic  or  violent  deliriqm, "  (which,  by 
the  way,  i$  not  very  common  in  a  mere  bilious  fever  in  this  coun- 
try), we  are  ^tisfied  that  the  section  of  the  temporal  artery  is 
infinitely  more  efficacious,  and  less  equivocal  in  its  benefits,  than 
bleeding  from  the  arm,  as  our  author  advises.  It  affords  us  a 
much  more  effectual  control  over  the  morbid  circulation  in  the 
head;  and,  therefore,  at  once  subdues  the  phrenitic  state;  and, 
by  superseding  the  necessity  of  repeating  the  detraction  of  blood, 
is  ultimately  a  saving  of  the  strength  otihe  patient.  Of  this  we 
have  seen  some  examples  in  this  country;  and  the  testimony  of 
the  late  ingenious  Dr  Irvine,  in  regard  to  the  success  of  the 
practice  in  the  fbvers  of  Sicily,  tends  strongly  to  establish  the 
fact,  t 

In  the  observations  under  the  head  of  hepatitis,  we  find  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  confusion.  For  not  only  are  the  symptoms 
of  acute  and  chronic  hepatitis  intermixed;  but  the  enlargement, 
scirrhosity,  and  tuberculated  state  of  the  liver,  are  included  un- 
der the  same  head.  From  this  confusion,  perhaps,  originated 
some  of  the  following  observations. 

'*  Hepatitis  most  commonly  attacks  oldpersonst  those  of  irritable 
and  relaxed  constitutions,  those  who  are  much  addicted  to  the  use  of 
spirituous  and  fermented  liquors,  persons  of  indolent  and  sedentary 
habits,  and  who  indulge  freely  in  the  use  of  tea  and  coffee  :  Hence 
xvoinen  frequently  suffer  from  liver  diseases,  in  consequence  of  their 
sedentary  habits,  and  of  their  excessive  indulgence  in  the  use  of  these 
slow  poisons,  tea  and  coffee,  "  &c.     p.  30. 

But  the  observations  on  erysipelas  (which  is  casually  mention- 
ed under  the  head  of  hepatitis)  betray  an  extraordinary  want  of 
accuracy  or  of  inattention.  We  are  told,  that  "  in  hepatitis, 
erysipelas  will  seize  upon  different  parts  pf  the  surface :  some- 
times it  fixes  upon  the  leg  or  arm ;  sometimes  it  imperfectly  en- 
circles the  trunk  below  the  hypochondria,  in  the  form  called  zona 
ignea,  and  it  is  then  of  the  paptdaiy  kind,  "  &c.  (p.  40.)  Now, 
it  is  indisputable,  that  the  zona  is  fiever  papular,  but  always  vesi' 
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etdar ;  that  it  is  sever  '^  dangerou8» ''  or  accompanied  with 
••  severe  inflammatory  symptoms, "  w  **  a  hard  pulse, "  or  rer 
quires  either  ^^  free  bleeding,  or  brisk  purging ;  "  and  that,  to 
coDsider  it  as  the  result  of  hepatic  disease,  is  bilious  hypothesis  at 
its  dimax.  The  author,  indeed,  only  affirms  that  he  had  seen  it 
twice  accompanied  with  disease  of  the  liver ;  whereas,  we  have 
seen  it  in  numerous  instances,  where  no  one  symptom  of  such 
disease  was  present. 

The  same  bilious  and  mercurial  prejudices  (for  they  usually  go 
U^ether)  lead  our  author  to  consider  the  external  use  of  mercu- 
iTy  by  friction,  as  the  remedy  ^^  chiefly  to  be  relied  on  in  jaun- 
dice $ ''  a  piece  of  hypothesis,  which  is  neither  plausible  in  itself, 
nor  supported  by  experience.  This  is  his  logic.  Biliary  calculi 
are  only  formed,  when  the  secretion  of  the  bile  is  unhealthy ;  but 
biliary  calaili  are  the  most  common  causes  of  jaundice :  ergo  we 
should  endeavour  to  restore  the  healthy  action  of  the  liver  in 
ord»*  to  remove  jaundice.  Admitting  the  first  member  of  tb0 
proposition,  however,  the  only  legitimate  inference  to  which  i( 
leads,  is,  that  restoring  the  healthy  secretion  of  the  bils  would 
frevent  the  further  formation  of  calculi :  But  it  is  obvioun,  that 
the  first  step  towards  the  ciire  of  jaundice  consists  in  npmoying 
from  the  common  duct  the  calculi  already  formed,  and  obstruct- 
ing its  passage.  But  when  we  consider  the  lesson  of  experience^ 
that  jaundice  is  frequently  cured,  citb^  tutb^  et  jucunde^  by  a 
purge  or  two,  the  recommendation  of  trifling  with  external  fric- 
tion, or  impregnating  the  system  with  mercury  as  a  solvent  of 
gallstones,  as  the  sheet  anchor  in  the  cure  of  jaundice,  surely 
merits  our  animadversion.  The  recommendation  of  mercury, 
carried  to  the  extent  of  causing  a  salivation,  in  cases  of  old  (h^serh- 
tenfj  where  the  lining  membrane  of  the  intestines  i?  already  orr 
ganically  diseased  (p.  69. )|  is  another  ^pice  of  the  same  delectablp 
hypothesis,  of  the  same  gen.eral  devotion  to  this  new  god  of 
physic,  before  which  modern  empiricism  bows  down  and  wor* 
ships  with  a  blind  adoration.  But  our  author  does  not  stop 
here :  for  under  the  head  of  indigestion^  we  find  that  calomel  is 
the  grand  object  of  his  ^eulogium.  *'  I  h^ve  ti*ied  a  large  cata- 
logue of  absorbents, "  he  tells  u$ — **  bitters  ;  aromatics ;  and 
chaTybeates,  generally  ordered  in  prases  of  this  sort ;  and  I  am 
inclined  to  beUeve,  that  a  steady  adherence  to  this  method  will 
cure  more  cases  of  dyspepsia,  than  alj  those  medicines  together^ 
without  mercury. "  (p.  79.) 

The  tendency  of  such  sweeping  recommendations  of  an  active 
medicine  is,  to  encourage  a  dangerous  empiricism :  to  teach  men, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  profession,  to  resort  to  a  supposed  pana- 
pe;»,  ant)  to  dispense  with  thi^  troublf;  of  investigating  symptoms^ 
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^hen  discrimination  is  necessary  for  safety ;  and  to  impress  them 
with  a  notion,  that  when  the  name  of  a  disease  is  learnt,  the  re- 
medy is  obvious.  And  this  is  the  more  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  book,  which,  from  uniting  the  vernacular  with  technical  pfarase- 
ologv,  seems  intended  for  popular  perusal. 

The  rest  of  the  diseases,  which  are  here  treated  of,  aflR>rd  no 
particular  occasion  for  remark,  which  would  justify  the  length- 
ening of  this  article  by  dwelline  upon  them.  In  general,  they 
are  discussed  in  a  respectable,  but  commonplace  manner,  tend- 
ing neither  to  inform  the  learned,  nor  to  mislead  the  ignorant. 
On  Dr  T/s  account  of  cutaneous  eruptions,  however,  we  shall 
pause  a  while.  He  avows  that  he  has  described  them  without 
any  attention  to  system ;  **  because,  as  far  as  he  has  been  able  to 
ascertain,  there  has  not  been  any  classification  of  them  which 
could  tend  to  introduce  sounder  practice,  though  it  might  assist 
to  ikcilitate  the  description  of  their  symptoms."  (Pi'ef.  vii.)  But, 
we  think,  this  very  reason  includes  an  inconsistency :  for  what- 
ever tends  to  introduce  discrimination  into  practice,  and  to  faci- 
litate the  diagnosis  of  diseases,  tends  surely  to  establish  the  me- 
thods of  cure  upon  more  clear  and  certain  grounds;  and  it  appears 
to  us,  that  this  deficiency  of  discrimination  has  itself  been  the 
principal  cause  of  the  imperfect  condition  of  this  department  of 
the  healing  art.  At  the  same  time,  the  descriptions,  givai  by  Dr 
Tuomy,  are  themselves  happily  illustrative  of  the  uselessness  of 
such  histories,  where  all  system  is  discarded.  For  either  the  dis- 
eases, which  he  delineates,  are  peculiar  to  Dublin  ;  or  they  are  so 
imperfectly  depicted,  that  we  do  not  recognize  our  old  acquaint- 
ances. He  speaks  of  **  distinct  scabby  sores  of  adults,  "  anecting 
the  thighs,  buttocks,  and  lower  extremities,  and  occurring  in  re- 
spectable ranks  of  life,  which  are  not  the  itch,  but,  like  it,  are  pro- 
pagated by  contagion  ;  and  also  of  ^*  pustular  eruptions  of  child- 
ren, *'  otherwise  healthy,  and  among  the  better  class  of  people, 
which  spread  over  the  whole  body,  leaving,  in  many  instances, 
no  part  of  the  surface,  not  even  the  scalp  or  the  soles  of  the  feet, 
fi-ee.  In  the  latter,  when  the  cuticle  is  abraded,  crusts  are  form- 
ed, by  the  matter  oozing  from  the  pustules,  which  spread  thick 
over  the  surface  of  the  body,  on  the  face,  behind  the  ears,  and  at 
length  over  the  hairy  scalp,  &c. ;  on  many  parts  forming  running 
ulcers.  With  a  contagious  eruption  in  adults,  like  the  former  of 
these,  we  are  altogether  unacquainted  :  and  we  suspect  that  the 
latter,  in  children,  is  an  eruption  of  the  pustules,  called  Javi  by 
the  older  writers,  and  which  on  the  scalp  produces  one  or  two  of 
the  varieties  of  porrigo,  or  scald-head.  Dr  Tuomy  recommends 
nearly  the  same  treatment  for  these  pustules  on  the  head,  as  for 
the  dry  encrusted  tinea ;  viz.  frequent  shaving,  a  spirituous  lotion. 
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and  an  ointmBit  of  black  pepper :  in  which,  we  think,  there  is 
an  obvious  deficiency  of  practical,  as  well  as  of  systematic  dis« 
crimiDation.  For  surely  a  discharging  and  irritable  surface  wiH 
not  require,  or  even  bear,  the  same  stimulant  treatment,  which 
a  drf  and  inirritaUe  part  demands. 

Ine  last  disease  which  our  author  describes,  is  a  dangerous, 
though  not  a  frequent  affection  of  children,  which  is  called 
♦<  white  blisters  "  and  **  burnt  holes, "  in  different  parts  of  Ire- 
land. Dr  Tuomy  acknowledges  that  his  account  is  taken  from 
a  work  of  Dr  Stokes ;  but  he  never  informs  us  of  the  title  of 
that  work,  or  makes  any  specific  reference  to  it.  He  considers 
it  as  allied  to  Pemphigus.  The  disease  begins  with  the  appear- 
ance of  vesicles,  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  which,  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  days,  burst  and  discharge  a  thin  offensive  fluid. 
The  vesicles  become  confluent,  and  spreading  ulcers  ensue,  with 
a  remarkable  fetor,  and  livid  edges,  and  a  very  copious  dis- 
charge. The  patient  dies  about  the  10th  or  12tn  day*  Carrot 
poultices,  in  a  state  of  fermentation  ;  ointments  ma^  with  the 
juice  of  the  plant  scrophularia ;  yeast  internally,  and  laxatives 
are  recommended  by  Dr  Stokes :  and  our  author  adds,  that  ca- 
lomel should  form  a  part  of  the  purgatives — the  never  to  be  for- 
gotten calomel  1 — We  should  be  disposed  to  anticipate  benefit 
from  cordials  and  improved  diet;  for  it  has  appeared  to  us,  that 
these  vesicular  febrile  diseases' are  generally  much  connected  with 
impaired  nutrition,  or  unwholesome  food ;  the  e^cts  of  which 
wiU  of  course  be  aggravated  by  damp  and  uncleanly  habitations, 
want  of  ventilation,  personal  cleanliness,  and  the  other  depres- 
sing circumstances  to  which  the  children  of  the  poor  (among 
whom  this  affection  principally  occurs)  are  exposed.  We  have 
occasionally  seen  instances  of  these  vesicular  diseases  in  children 
in  this  country,  which  were  connected  with  bad  habit  and  im* 
perfect  feeding,  and  yielded  to  chalybeates  and  other  tonics, 
with  generous  diet. 

Dr  Tuomy  has  thrown  a  variety  otfonntdce  into  an  appendix, 
to  the  numb^  of  107,  to  which  he  refers  in  the  body  of  the 
woi*k;  and,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not  understand  Latin, 
he  has  annexed  an  English  translation  in  an  opposite  column. 
Neither  his  Latin,  however,  nor  his  English  are  characterized  by 
elegance,  and  not  always  by  correctness.  In  directing  ^^  two 
tea^spooniuls  to  be  taken  for  a  dose,  and  repeated  every  ten 
minutes,  until  the  desired  effect  be  produced, ''  he  writes,  *<  su- 
mat  cochlearia  duo  parva  et  repetat  decern  quibusque  mimdis  ad 
effectunu  "  (No.  107.) — The  ad  ejfectum  is  a  very  favourite  phrase. 
He  talks  of  cochleare  medium^  meaning  modicum  /  and  has  in- 
vented a  new  ablative  case  for  pondtis,  namely  pondo.  (No.  30.) 
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Among  several  incorrect  English  phrases,  we  may  mendon  the 
following—*^  It  had  therefore  heiter  to  be  premised.  "  (p.  167*) 
A  bed-room,  *'  with  a  fire  occasionally  light  in  it. ''  (209.}«- 
Speaking  of  fever,  he  says,  *<  in  pregnancy,  it^en  seldom  it  oc-> 
atrs^  it  is  extremely  dangerous,  "  (137.) ;  and  tells  us,  that  pa- 
tients should  not  be  violently  restrained,  ^<  in  cases  ofgreat^fiay 
to  get  out  of  bed.  "  (150.) — with  several  other  expressions,  which 
seem  to  be  the  offspring  of  carelessness,  or  defective  knowledge 
of  the  structure  of  the  language,  or  of  a  wish  to  accommodate  his 
phraseolc^  to  vulgar  resuders. 


II. 

Disquisitions  in  the  History  of  Medicine;  Part  Firsts  exhibiting  a 
Vieo)  of  Physic^  a^  observed  tojlourish  during  remote  Periods  in 
Europe  and  the  East.  By  Richard  Millar,  M.D.  Lecturer 
on  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  8vo.  £« 
dinburgh,  1811. 

npHis  work  presents,  in  an  instructive  and  convincing  form,  the 
^  facts  and  arguments  long  since  scattered  over  the  sur&ce  of 
medical  literature,  by  travellers  and  historians  of  physic;  and  it 
furnishes,  from  foreign  and  unfrequented  sources  of  intelligence^ 
as  well  as  from  the  author's  own  reflections,  some  new  views  of 
tlie  subject.  Dr  Millar  undertakes  to  commemorate  the  details 
of  the  system  of  physic,  which  he  thinks  was  established  by  the 
Brahmans,  at  a  very  remote  era,  in  the  East,  and  to  show  that  a 
remarkable  coincidence  is  to  be  discerned  between  its  precepts, 
and  those  promulgated  of  old  by  the  respective  hierarchies  of 
Iran  (the  old  Assyrian  empire  of  the  Greeks),  and  Egypt  In 
this  first  part,  he  investigates  the  state  ofphysic  in  Greece,  dur- 
ing the  first,  or  traditional  ages,  and  in  Egypt ;  and  in  a  subse- 
quent volume  he  proposes  to  continue  the  same  path  of  research 
into  the  condition  of  the  healing  art,  such  as  it  may  be  found  to 
have  flourished  in  the  other  two  Oriental  monarchies,  Hindustan 
and  Iran.  A  treatise  on  the  physic  of  the  Jews  will  be  subjoin-^ 
ed  as  an  Appendix,  if  the  author  meet  with  sufficient  encourage- 
ment to  complete  his  plan,  which  we  hope  he  will,  for  the  sake 
of  the  learning  and  perseverance  which  be  has  displayed.  One 
of  the  fourteen  Retna^s^  or  precious  things,  we  are  told,  which 
am<Hig  the  ancient  Indians  their  gods  are  believed  to  have  pro- 
duced by  churning  the  ocean  with  the  mountain  Mand^ra,  i^raa 
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a  learned  physician  j  and  it  would  show  a  d<»enerate  tarte,  if 
medical  learning  was  not  in  the  present  age  highly  prized. 

The  obscurity  which  enveloped  the  in&ncy  of  the  medical 
arty  is  the  same  as  that  which  belongs  to  the  origin  of  all  the 
branches  of  human  knowledge.  Dr  Millar  conjectures  that  the 
materia  medica  has  just  claims  to  the  supreme  honours  of  anti« 
quity,  because  a  knowledge  of  the  salutary  or  noxious  qualities 
of  plants  destined  for  food,  must  have  necessarily  exercised  the 
experience  and  sagacity  of  the  ancestors  of  our  race.  But  it  is 
nowhere  proved,  that  such  a  variety  of  plants  existed  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  world ;  and  to  reason  irom  the  general  course  of  na- 
ture, it  seems  probable,  that  few  vegetables  only  were  produced 
at  first,  and  those  destined  to  form  a  part  of  the  daily  food,  or 
remedies  for  the  diseases  of  mankind. 

The  practice  of  killing  the  inferior  animals  for  food  gave  rise, 
Dr  Millar  thinks,  to  the  knowledge  of  anatomy ;  the  custom  als9 
of  sacrificing  human  victims,  so  universally  prevalent  over  the 
ancient  world,  and  the  art  of  embalming,  is  supposed  to  have  led 
to  the  acquirement  of  anatomical  and  surgicsd  skill.  But  it  is 
easy  to  perceive,  that  this  must  have  been  very  limited,  if  we 
consider  the  manner  in  which  these  operations  were  performed  : 
And  we  are  disposed  to  consider  the  acquisitions  of  those  nations 
that  precede  the  rise  of  philosophy  and  letters  in  Greece,  as  over- 
rated by  Dr  Millar  in  regard  to  their  skill  in  dietetics,  and  the 
practice  of  physic  and  surgery.  The  uncivilized  communities  of 
Polynesia,  America,  and  tne  interior  of  Africa,  present  to  us,  at 
the  present  day,  the  picture  of  mankind  in  their  original  state. 
Among  those  tribes  of  savages,  the  juggler  and  the  physician  are 
usually  the  same  person  $  diseases  are  imputed  to  the  immediate 
action  of  supernatural  power ;  consequently  exorcism  is  the  re- 
medy, and  this  is  employed  by  the  priests.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  South- sea  islands  are  unacquainted  with  any  means  of  curing, 
or  even  alleviating  the  diseases  which  are  common  amongst  them. 
They  are  cruel  to  their  sick  $  the  sight  of  suffering  is  at  all  times 
painful  i  and  when  barbarians  have  no  hope  of  relieving  it,  they 
oftentimes  abandon  the  sufferer,  or  more  mercifully  put  him  to 
death.  The  missionaries  soon  perceived  how  much  to  their  ad- 
vantage it  would  have  been,  if  they  had  all  been  medical  practi- 
tioners. Dr  Millar  concludes  his  introduction  with  a  long  and 
learned  note  on  cannibalism,  wherein  he  proves,  from  indisputable 
authorities,  that  this  savage  custom  has  prevailed,  not  only  in 
Africa,  Asia,  and  America,  but  among  the  Gothic  and  Celtic 
races  of  the  British  Isles ;  and  he  quotes  the  celebrated  passage 
from  Jerome  which  describes  a  tribe  of  men- eaters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Glasgow.    We  shall  quote  the  passage,  and  subr 
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join  Gibbtm's  paraphrase  or  translation,  which  is  not  a  little 
curious,  because  it  contains  a  mistake,  which  is  no  trifle  for  bo 
eminent  a  scholar  to  mak#. 

*<  Cum  ipse  adolescentulus  in  Gallia  vtderem  Attacottos,  genfem 
Britannicam,  humanis  vesci  camibus ;  et  cum  per  sylvas  porcanun 
greges  et  armentorum  pecudomque  reperiant,  jMu^orufii  nates  etjeim^ 
mammpapUlas  solere  abscindere ;  et  has  solas  ciborum  delicias  arbi- 
irari.  *'— Jerom.  T.  II.  p.  75. 

**  A  valiant  tribe  of  Caledonia,  the  Attacotte,  the  enemies  and  after- 
wards the  foldiers  of  Valentinian,  are  accufed  by  an  eyevritnefs  of  de- 
lighting in  the  tafle  of  human  fieOi.  When  they  hunted  the  woods  for 
prey,  it  is  faid,  that  they  attacked  the  fliepherd  rather  than  his  flock  ;  and 
that  they  curioufly  fele6led  the  moil  delicate  and  brawny  parts  both  of 
males  and  females,  which  they  prepared  for  their  horrid  repafls.  ".^Gi»- 
BOir,  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  R.  Empire,  Vol.  ii.  p'tgcjj  J.  4th  edition. 

It  is  amusing  enough  to  observe  the  hind  quarters  of  fattened 
hogs  and  the  dugs  of  sows,  converted  into  the  buttocks  of  shep- 
herds, and  breasts  of  shepherdesses. 

Afler  speculating  on  the  history  of  medicine  in  ancient  times, 
Dr  Millar  enters  upon  a  disquisition  on  the  primeval  Chersonese^ 
or  primitive  nations  of  the  world.  He  contends  for  the  early 
civilization  of  Asia,  and  Africa;  and  considers  the  Hindus,  Ira* 
nians,  Egj^ptians,  and  Ethiopians,  as  so  many  separate  1:)ranches 
01  one  and  the  same  individual  race. 

His  arguments  are  founded  on  the  four  following  sources  ; 
Ifit,  Traditional  and  historical  record  ;  2d,  Identity  of  language 
and  written  character ;  3d,  Conformity  of  religious  and  philoso- 
phical  opinion ;  4th,  Similitude  of  corporeal  structure. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  rational  and  specific  spirit  of  remark, 
which  pervades  these  disquisitions,  the  following  passage  may 
suffice. 

"It  will  no  doubt  be  deenied  ahold  propofition  to  aflcrt  that  the  firft 
civilized  of  our  race,  the  common  inftruAora  of  Europe  and  the  world, 
were  originally  a  negro  people  ;  yet  the  affirmation  once  made,  arguments 
are  not  wanting  for  its  defence.  That  the  African  Troglodytes  were 
negroes,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained ;  and  that  the  fame  race  at  a  very 
early  period  gathered  the  fruits,  and  cultivated  the  fields  of  India,  befides 
the  common  opinion  of  antiquity  with  whom  Ethiopic  and  Indian  were 
convertible  terms,  may  be  fairly  prefumed  not  only  from  monuments  of 
fculpture  and  architefture  ftill  exifting  in  the  country,  but  the  indubitable 
patronymic  marks  ftill  imprefled  upon  the  covntenancet  of  one  portion  of 
^a  inhabitants.  The  cuftom  of  framing^bodes  by  hewing  caverns  out  of 
^he  fi^es  of  rocks  and  mountains,  muft  not  be  deemed  a  prance  peculiar 
^  }^t  i^ores  of  Africa.  The  fame  faihion  appears  to  have  prevailed, 
^^^^  the  moft  remote  era,  in  Hinduftan.  Thefe  Troglodytic  habitations 
^^1  remain  in  both  countries;  and  little  doubt  canhe  entertained  that  they 
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all  equally  proceeded  from  the  Industty  of  the  aame  architects.  In 
priineTal  ages,  the  humble  abodes  of  men/  provided  they  be  6ome« 
what  ornamented  and  enlarged,  seem  a  suitable  dwelling  for  the  dU 
v»ity.  Caverns^  aceordingly,  as  well  as  among  many  other  nations^ 
appear  evidently  to  hare  constituted  the  first  temples  among  the  Cop- 
tic and  Hindu  tribes.  The  negro  features  of  the  oldest  idol  of  Egypt, 
the  Sphinx,  have  been  already  noticed;  the  images  which,  by  their  co« 
lossai  size  and  peculiar  workmanship,  excite  so  much  astonishment  in 
the  caves  of  Salsette  and  Elephanta,  discover  unequivooal  Inarks  of 
the  same  origin.  Men  form  representations  of  their  gods  in  resem* 
blance  of  themselves  ;  and  when  the  frizzled  hair,  narrow  forehead, 
flat  nose,  and  thick  lips,  together  with  the  muscular  limbs  of  these 
figures  are  contemplated,  so  different  in  appearance  from  the  modem 
Hindu,  no  doubt  can  remain  that  the  original  types  were  either  in- 
digenous or  foreign  negroes.  (Hunter  in  Archseologia,  Vol.  VIL 
SOI.)  The  images  dug  up  of  late  years  at  Gaya  on  the  Coroman* 
del  coast,  are  impressed  with  the  same  features,  and  evince  that  the 
negro  race  was  once  diffused  over  the  eastern  no  less  than  the  western 
shores  of  the  Peninsula.  Upon  these  images,  and  within  these  ex* 
cavations,  have  been  found  various  inscriptions  engraved  in  characters 
at  first  difficult  to  decypher.  After  a  diligent  examination.  Sir 
William  Jones  discovered  them  to  be  composed  of  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  Nagari  and  Ethiopic  letters,  another  proof  of  ancient  af- 
finity betwixt  the  African  and  Indian  Troglodytes.  (Works  of  Sir 
William  Jones^  voL  i.  27.)  It  maybe  added  here  from  the  same  au- 
thor, that  the  statues  and  pictures  in  India,  representing  the  Vara- 
havatar  or  incarnation  of  Vishnu  in  form  of  a  boar,  bear  a  strong  re- 
semblance to  the  Hermes  Canis  of  Egypt,  (ib.  30.)  It  was  the  o- 
pinion  of  the  ancients,  that  the  Hindus  differed  in  no  respect  from 
the  Ethiopians,  except  in  the  stratghtness  of  their  hair ;  and  that  this 
change  might  readily  be  effected  by  the  humid  atmosphere  of  India. 
Whatever  objection  the  modern  physiologist  might  start  against  this 
doctrine,  certain  it  is,  that  the  mountaineers  of  Bengal  and  Bahar, 
even  at  the  present  day,  present  a  countenance  not  distinguished  by 
its  contour  from  the  natives  of  tropical  Africa,  ( Works  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  Tol.  i.  31.),  and  like  the  Shangalla  of  the  Derkin  and  Atabara^ 
mountains,  may  not  unreasonably  be  deemed  the  feeble  remains  of  the 
TrogiodjTtic  race,  who  once  possessed,  as  an  inheritance  or  colony, 
the  eastern  extremity  of  the  primordial  Chersonese.  "     p.  88 — 92. 

Vohiey  found  the  features  of  the  celebrated  Sphinx,  ohe  of 
the  oldest  monuments  of  Egyptian  sculpture,  impressed  with  all 
the  usual  traits  of  the  negro  counteBance  $  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  original  type  was  the  visage  of  the  antient  natives  i 

of  Egypt.    Though  the  engraving  of  the  Sphinx's  head  be  Ethio« 
plan  in  Denon's  travels,  it  is  not  so  in  Fococke :  the  former 
probably  is  the  most  accurate,  and  therefore  ndost  to  be  depend- 
ed upon*    In  Pococke's  plate,  the  nose  is  European,  and  the  j 
other  parts  of  the  head  and  face  are  negro :  we  are  inclined  to             | 
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suspect)  the  drawing  was  made  from  an  old  Egyptian  head  vtk 
the  British  museum,  in  which  the  nose  is  evidently  i£K)dern. 
In  describincr  the  esculent  roots  of  the  primeval  Chersonese^  Dr 
Miliar  has  £llen  into  an  error  with  regard  to  the  Linnsean  Ne- 
lumbo,  which  was  never  yet  seen  vnSi  yelltno  petals  avywherCf 
but  in  Dr  Thornton's  plates.  The  disappearance  of  that  plant^ 
from  modern  Egypt,  favours  the  idea  that  it' was  carried  there 
from  India  j  which  affords  an  additional  argument  to  our  author's 
hypothesis  of  the  derivation  of  the  mythology  and  customs  of 
these  countries.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  him  for  some  ingenious 
illustration  of  this  curious  subject,  to  the  article  Ci/amtis  in 
Rees's  Cyclopaedia,  vol.  x. 

The  disquisition  on  the  heroic  and  priestly  medicine  of  Greece 
is  very  good,  and  the  point  is  well  supported  and  establlbhed  ; 
but  we  do  not  think  this  circumstance  has  been  overlooked  by 
aU  former  historians  of  medicine.  On  referring  to  one  of  the 
lately  published  historical  works,  we  find  the  same  idea  particu* 
larly  expressed,  (vid.  Cabanis's  Revolutions  of  Medical  Scienc^^ 
p.  37.  Translation.) 

Chapter  II.  which  forms  the  conclusion  of  this  part  of  the 
work,  treats  of  medicine  in  Egypt  and  the  East.  Some  remark- 
able facts  are  selected  from  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  who  describes 
the  contents  of  the  sacred  medical  writings  among  the  Egyptians; 
and  that  curious  division  of  labour  is  noticed  from  the  works  of 
Herodotus.  The  art  of  healing  was  divided  into  as  many  differ- 
ent branches  as  there  were  diseases,  or  organs  of  the  body  affect- 
ed. Oculists,  aurists,  dentists,  hepatists,  stomachists,  lithotomists, 
corn-cutters,  &c.&c  seem  to  have  flourished,  among  this  wonder- 
ful people.  The  real  knowledge  of  the  Egyptians  in  medicine,  it  is 
not  easy  to  appreciate:  we  believe  it  was  inconsiderable :  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  taught  and  practised  in  their  temples,  was  (Calcu- 
lated to  create  believers,  rather  than  enbghtened  votaries  of  truth* 

A  history  of  the  medical  school  of  Alexandria  is  one  of  the 
desiderata  in  literature;  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  subject  to  Dr 
Millar  for  disquisition,  in  another  volume  ofnis  work.  The  union 
of  sagacity  and  research  of  medical  science  and  classical  attainment 
requisite  to  execute  it  weD,  rarelv  occurs.  The  Serapaeumof  A- 
lexandria,  which  we  consider  the  important  school  of  medical 
studies,  was  a  college  founded  by  Ptolemy  Soter,  son  of  Lagus,  or 
Ptolemy  the  first.  In  his  reign,  Herophilus  was  professor  of  ana- 
tomy there.  The  public  criminals  were  consigned  to  him  for  dis- 
section, the  soldiers  also  who  died  of  their  wounds,  and  others. 
Tertullian  says  of  him ;  "  Ille  medicus  aut  lanius  qui  sexcentos 
homines  exsecuit,  ut  naturam  scnitaretur.  "  Serapion  was  one 
of  his  distinguished  successors^  and  Thcmison  another. 
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III. 

On  the  Non-existence  of  Sugar  in  the  Blood  of  Persons  labouring 
under  Diabetes  Mellitus.  In  a  Letter  to  Dr  Marcet^  "joith  his 
Reply.    By  W.  H.  Wollaston,  M.  D.  Sec.  R.  S. 

(From  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  i811,) 

X\r  Rollo  having  asserted  that  the  blood  of  diabetic  patients 
-*^  gives  no  sign  of  putrefaction,  and  indicates  the  presence  of 
saccharine  matter  diffused  over  the  whole  animal  economy,  che- 
mists and  physiologists  have  submitted  this  specious  hypothesis 
to  experiment ;  but  they  have  not  corroborated  the  statement  so 
confidently  made.  The  serum  of  persons  affected  with  diabetes 
mellitus  has  been  analyzed  very  frequently  at  Edinburgh ;  but  in 
no  instance  did  it  afford  the  least  indication  of  tlie  existence  of 
sugar,  nor,  in  making  comparative  experiments  with  healthy 
blood,  have  we  been  able  to  detect  the  slightest  difference  in  its 
chemical  composition.  Messrs  Nicolas  and  Gueudeville  deter* 
mined,  by  their  inquiries,  that  the  blood  of  diabetic  patients  coa*- 
tains  no  saccharine  matter ;  but  they  found  the  fibrin  in  less 
quantity,  and  the  serum  more  abundant  than  in  the  blood  of 
persons  in  good  health.  Dr  Wollaston  first  began  his  experi- 
ments soon  after  the  publication  of  Rollo's  treatise  (in  1798), 
and,  by  an  ingenious  series  of  synthetical  investigations,  he  has 
arrived  at  the  most  satisfactory  conclusion.  He  first  ascertained 
how  the  albuminous  part  of  healthy  serum  could  be  most  com- 
pletely coagulated,  and  by  what  appearances  the  presence  of 
sugar  that  had  been  added  to  it  would  be  most  easily  discerned. 
To  six  drams  of  serum  he  added  half  a  dram  of  muriatic  acid, 
previously  diluted  with  one  dram  and  a  half  of  water,  and  im- 
mersed the  phial  containing  them  in  boiling  water  for  four  mi- 
nutes. In  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  a  dram  or  more  of  water 
exudes  from  the  serum  that  has  been  so  coagulated.  If  a  drop 
of  this  water  be  evaporated,  the  salts  which  it  contains  are  found 
to  crystallize,  so  that  the  form  of  the  crystals  may  be  easily  dis- 
tinguished :  they  are  principally  common  salt.  If  any  portion 
of  saccharine  matter  nas  been  added  to  th^  serum,  previous  to 
coagulation,  the  crystallization  of  the  salts  is  impeded  or  wholly 
prevented,  according  to  the  quantity  of  sugar  present.  On  ap- 
plying th^^  tests  to  diabetic  blood  and  serum,  no  traces  what* 
ever  of  ai^pr  were  found.  In  order  to  account  for  the  presence 
of  sugar  m  the  urine,  Dr  Wollaston  thinks  some  unknown 
channd  of  conveyance  exists,  by  which  substances  certainly 
known  to  be  in  the  stomach,  may  find  their  way  to  the  bladder, 
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without  being  mixed  with  the  general  mass  of  circulating  fliuds. 
He  tried  a  solution  of  prusgiat  of  potash,  which  he  found  might 
be  taken  without  the  least  inconvenience :  the  urine  soon  be- 
came impregnated  with  this  matter,  but  it  could  not  be  detected 
in  any  other  fluids  of  the  body.  Dr  Marcet  relates  several  ex- 
periments upon  this  interesting  point.  Five  grains  of  prussiat 
of  potash  dissolved  in  water  were  given  to  a  young  woman  la- 
bouring under  diabetes  mellitus,  and  the  dose  was  frequently  re- 
peated. After  the  fifth  dose,  her  urine,  by  the  addition  of  a 
drop  or  two  of  a  solution  of  sulphatof  iron  turned  blue  instantly. 
Serous  fluid  collected  from  a  blister  applied  to  the  same  patient, 
did  not  sufler  any  change  of  colour  when  sul^ected  to  the  some 
test ;  and  the  serum  of  the  blood  taken  from  a  person  after  tiie 
exhibition  of  a  dram  of  the  prussiat  of  potash,  in  the  course  of 
twelve  hours,  gave  no  vestige  of  that  substance,  although  the 
urine  struck  a  vivid  blue  on  adding  the  smallest  quantity  of  sul- 
phat  of  iron.  These  appearances  in  the  urine,  however,  are 
found  to  vary  in  diflerent  individuals;  and  the  presence  of  prus- 
sic  acid  cannot  alwavs  be  detected  even  in  the  urine  of  some 
persons  who  have  taken  sufficient  quantities  of  die  prussiat  of 
potash  to  produce  its  eflecU  in  others. 

The  existence  of  substances  in  the  urine  which  have  never 
been  detected  in  the  blood  or  in  other  fluids  of  the  body,  is  not 
so  extraordinary  as  seems  to  be  imagined.  Uric  acid  and  urea 
are  examples  of  this  fact.  Nobody  thinks  of  having  reooarse 
to  the  imaginary  retrograde  motion  of  the  absorbents  to  account 
for  these  phenomena,  nor  to  a  iria  incognita  which  is  to  be  dis- 
covered by  experimental  inquiries.  The  question  is  curious  and 
important ;  and  we  unite  with  these  two  very  excellent  physio- 
logists, in  hoping  that  it  will  soon  be  decided  by  appropriate  ex- 
periments. 


IV. 

Practical  Remarks  on  Insanity ;  to  ivkich  is  added,  a  Canmentary 

on  the  Dissection  of  the  Brains  of  Maniacs  :  tvith  some  Account 

of  Diseases  incident  to  the  Insane.     By  Bryan  Crowther, 

Member  of  the  Royal  CoU^fe  of  Surgeons  in  London,  and 

Surgeon  to  Bridewell  and  Bcthlem  Hospitals.     8vo.     Lon- 
^on,  1811. 

\Y  "^T  I  know  of  inadnefs  (fays  Mr  Crowther),  has  been  attairttfd 
by  particular  attention  to  the  praaicc  of  the  late  and  prefent  phy- 
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iknaas  of  Belhlem  Hofpiul ;  and  tbi^  little^  thia  very  littUy  vrhich  my^ 
xnodsmte  abilities  ha,ve  been  ab}e  to  gleaijiy  regards  principally  the  man^ 
agement  of  the  infane.  Indeed  I  dilclaini  all  pret^niiQns  as  a  theorift  on 
the  fubie6b  of  inf^ity^  and  fiiU  njore  any  prefumption  ip  direding  others 
in  the  treatment  of  its  unfortunate  viflims.  "     p.  95. 

Why  then,,  we  are  tempt^  to  ask,  publish  a  book  contaiQiog' 
one  hundred  and  thirty  p^ges  ?  why  bring  again,  from  stubble- 
fields  so  often,  gleamed  before,  a  few  almost  empty  ears  ?  That 
the  author  observes,  local  di§^ases  with  the  prepared  eye  of  an 
intelligent  surgeou ;  that  he  knows  how  to  avail  himself  of  his 
experience  in  thQ  application  pf  i^emedies ;  and  that  his  commu** 
oications  are,  coji^sequently  of  great  value  to  the  healing  a^rt^  will 
readily  be  grawted;  yet  it  must  be  regretted  that  he  should  risk 
his  celebrity  ki  writing  upoA  t^at  dJiHcuIt  subject  insanity^  where 
so  many^  with  the  same  pretensions,  have  failed,  and  where  he 
must  be  directly  brought  in.  corapetitipa  with  almost  the  only 
English  boojc.  worth  reading  oq  madness.  It  is  allowable,  like- 
wise, to  regret,  that  Mr  Csowther  should  not  quote  Mr  Haslam*s 
work  with  Decomiflg  attw^ipn,  when  we  find  him  recurring  to  it 
for  information, .  and  for  wh^^t  he  calls^  "  bold  a,nd  bare  asser-. 
tions; "  which  he  comments  upon  very  freely.  The  occurrence  qf 
siurgical  complaints  has  no  infiuence  upon  disorders  of  the  mind;' 
madnesa  appears  to  be  ueither  aggravated  nor  diminished  by  any 
such  bodily  ^^ction:  a^nd  as  Mr  Crowther  confesses  that  he  has 
not  been  educated  in  th^  pr^ctic^  of  physic,  we  shall  select;  those 
practical  remarks  which  cpme  within  his  own  line,  and  not  dwell 
upon  the  vague  declarajtions  respe^ii)g  other  topics,  where  he 
sqi^ara  to  decide  without  accurate  examination.  In  the  treat- 
ment of  mortification  of  the  feet,  Mr  Crowther  directs  flannel, 
dipped  in  apirits  of  wine,  to  be  applied  during  the  day,  and  a 
cataplasm  of  linseed  and  grounds  of  stale  beer,  smearing  the  sur« 
fece  with  lard,  to  be  employed  warm  as  a  night- dressing.  H^ 
next  proceeds  to  detail  ^  practice?  which  has  been  for  years  very 
successfully  employed  bv  him  for  the  relief  of  mortification  of  the 
buttocks ;  a  c^amity  which  happeix$  frequently  to  the  helpless, 
insane,  and  tq  bed-riddep  patiept^,  This  consists  in  applying  ari 
embrocation  of  spirits  of  wine^  lowered  with  water^  according* 
to  the  degree  of  sensibility- of  th^  partj  which  is  afterwards  to  be 
covered  with  the  following  dressing. 
^  Ungs  basil,  nigri. 

Emplastr.  lithaf^g.  cum  resina,  aa  §iv. 
Bals.  terebinth.  5^j.     Misce. 
This  application  should  be  spread  thick  on  linen ;  and  it  will  be 
found  sufficiently  adhesive  to  stay  upon  the  part  without  the  aid 
of  bandage. 

In  sphacelus  of  the  toes,  as  described  by  Pott,  Mr  Crowthct 
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infonns  his  readers,  that  he  has  not  experienced  the  good  effects^ 
which  have  been  attributed  to  opium  in  that  peculiar  afFection. 
Of  seven  cases  of  this  disease,  attended  with  acute  pain,  he  has* 
Hot  succeeded  in  a  single  instance,  although  be  gave  the  medi- 
cine in  large  and  gradually  increased  doses. 

Thus  much  we  have  selected  with  approbation ;  but  we  find 
nothing  but  perpetual  repetitions  of  the  same  things,  about  defi-« 
nition,  causes,  management,  and  medicines,  which  are  to  be  met 
with  in  the  multitude  of  volumes  on  madness*  And,  strange  to 
relate,  the  name  of  Mr  Haslam's  book  is  not  once  mentioned,  al- 
though Mr  Crowther  declares,  that  his  principal  view,  m  under- 
faking  the  task  of  writing,  was  to  collect  and  concentrate  the 
practical  ideas  of  others,  and  has  adopted  the  very  ordier  and  ar« 
rangement  of  his  contemporary.  Books  of  table-talk  have  chro- 
nicled the  animosity  of  contending  beauties,  the  jealousy  of  po- 
ets, and  the  rancour  of  painters ;  but  these  are  tender  passions 
in  contparison  of  the  hatred  which  inflames  and  freezes  the  sons 
of  Esculapius.  We  have  seen  more  than  once,  as  a  certain  wag^ 
expressed  ity  physic  on  the  point  of  calling  surgery  to  its  aid  ;. 
and  now,  alas  f  the  lancet  is  pointedly  raised  against  the  ^dlipot 
of  Bethlem  Hospital. 

Mr  Crowther  seems  disposed  to  undervalue  all  his  predeces- 
sors' observations;  and  he  speaks  slifihtingTy  of  the  appearances 
of  the  brain,  and  its  membranes,  which  dissection  has  discover- 
ed. It  was  impossible  to  deny  the  existence  of  such  appear* 
ances,  because  Mr  Haslam  has  minutely  described  them  in  thir- 
ty-seven cases ;  and  it  is  wholly  a  separate  question  to  determine 
how  far  that  alteration  of  structure  is  connected  with  the  symp- 
toms of  madness.  The  disorganization  of  the  brain,  in  mad- 
Aess,  cannot  be  controverted  by  the  ignorance  of  mi  anatomi- 
cal teacher  in  pointing  it  out  f  and  the  instance  related  bv  Mr' 
Crowther  of  the  occurrence  of  a  hcid  interval,  where  the  brain 
exhibited  all  the  varieties  of  altered  structure,  is  no  proof  of  in-- 
sanity  being  independent  of  those  appearances.  Such  occurren- 
ees  are  frequent  in  pathology.  A  stone  in  the  bladder,  or  a  cari- 
ous tooth,  does  not  always  give  pain ;  nor  does  a  diseased  heart 
always  beat  irregularly.  Two  cases  of  madness  succeeding  in- 
juries on  the  head  in  patients  who  had  never  been  previously  de- 
ranged, nor  afilicted  with  any  hereditary  disposition  to  it,  whichr 
our  author  allows  to  be  cases  of  true  mania>  and  cured  by  vene* 
section^  are  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  doctrine  which  he 
holds,  viz.  ^^  that  insanity  is  a  disease  of  the  mind^  not  of  the 
body."— 

On  the  effects  of  purgatives  and  vomits,  as  remedies  for  insa- 
-iiity^  Mr  Crowlher's  remarks  are  at  variance  with  Mr  Haslnm's  $ 
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and  he  dius  vaguely  expresses  himself:  **  From  my  own  per* 
sonal  knowledge*  I  state  that  vomits  have  their  use;  for  the 
servants  of  Bethlem  have  repeatedly  tM  me  of  the  quantity  of 
phlegm,  with  other  offensive  matters,  which  have  been  evacuat- 
ed by  them,  in  a  degree  that  really  excited  their  astonishment.  ** 
p.  109. 

Surely  some  more  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  advantage  o^ 
vomiting,  ought  to  have  been  adauced  than  the  prejudiced  report 
of  servants*  In  order  to  ascertain  the  utility  of  emetics,  which 
Mr  Haslam  candidly  acknowledges  he  cannot  speak  favourably 
of,  it  must  be  proved,  that  madness  has  been  removed  by  them» 
not  merely  that  a  large  quantity  of  phlegm  has  been  evacuated. 
On  the  effect  of  cold  bathing,  a  serious  cburge  is  brought  against 
Mr  Haslam :  nothing  less  tnan  a  denial  of  me  occurrence  which 
he  relates  of  paralysis  afler  using  the  cold  bath  in  Bethlem  Hos- 
pital. We  believe  Mr  Haslam's  caution  is  judicious;  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  think  that  it  is  founded  on  experience;  for 
nothing  is  more  likely  to  happen  than  palsy  from  an  imprudent 
use  of  the  cold  bath,  and  it  is  now  rarely  employed  in  lunatic 
liospitals* 

We  cannot  close  our  remarks  lipoti  the  contents  of  this  volume^ 
without  reprobating  the  careless  manner  shown  in  many  of  it^ 
parts,  and  especiaify  the  jealous  spirit  of  the  author*  It  alwaya 
gives  us  pleasure  to  find  men  labouring  in  the  caused  of  medicar 
science,  whose  situation  affords  them  opportunities  to  ply  the 
honourable  task  of  adding  to  the  common  stock  of  knowledge ; 
bat,  in  this  instance,  we  regret  that  the  surgeon  to  the  Bridewell 
and  Bethlem  Hospitals^  has  not  contented  himself  with  attending 
to  the  local  diseases  of  the  insane,  and  lefl  the  inquiries  con- 
nected with  the  causes  and  treatment  of  the  mental  disorders^ 
to  be  investigated  by  the  qualified  medical  practitioners^  with 
candour  and  moderation* 


•'    ■»-  ■- 


V. 

An  Acceunt  of  the  Ravages  cotmitted  in  Ceylon  hy  SnutU-Poct^  prc^ 
viously  to  the  introduction  of  Vaccination^  with  a  statement  of  the 
circumstances  attending  the  introduction^  progress^  and  success  vf 
Vaccine  InOcutation  ih  that  idand.    By  Thomas  Christie, 
M.  D.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London , 

&C.&C. 

A  LTHouoH,  as  medical  intelUgetlcd,  we  have  reprinted  several 
^  of  the  last  official  Alports  o   the  progress  of  vaccination  in 

o2  ^ 
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C^'Ion,  we  are  glad  to  see  them  collected  in  dieiy  present  formi. 
"We  have  always  held,  that  thie  question  of  yaccinatioo  «oaid 
only  be  fairly  determined  by  the  general  result  of  ertperimentscMt 
a  very  great  scate.  The  successfttt  vaccination  of  a  Himteal  mim- 
ber  is  not  sufficiently  decisive ;  and  individual  cases  of  failure 
may  6e  readily  exaggerated,  imagined,  or  fabricated,  whUe,  oo 
the  other  hand,  they  may  be  expkiined  away,  overlooked,  or  de- 
nied. But  its  efibcts  upon  a  whole  population,  can  net&ber  be 
misunderstood  nor  misrepresented.  Of  such  a  grand  experi^ 
ment,  the  pamphlet  before  ns  contains  an^  authentic  account ; 
and  it  is  the  more  decisive  in  favour  of  vaccination,  as  it  proved 
eminently  successful  hi  a  country  wilere  the  ravages^  of  smaIl*pfoic 
were  dreadful,  and  immediately  after  a  powerfm  attempt  to*  mi* 
tigate  them,  by  the  introduction  of  variolation,  had  completely 
failed.  Contrast  with  the  last  report  of  the  efiects  of  vaccination 
in  that  island,  printed  in  the  254th  page  of  the  seventh,  volume  of 
this  Journal,  the  fbllowiiBg  statement  of  the  effects  of  smoll-pox 
hioculalion. 

"  On  reviewing  the  reports  made  to  the  committee  of  superintend- 
ance,  it  appears^  that  from  the  1st  of  October  1800»  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember 1802,  the  number  of  patietits  with  natural  small-pox,  treated 
by  the  medical  overseers  in  the  different  hospitals  and  visages  in  Cey- 
lon, was  2 110,  of  which  number  4T3  died,  being  nearly  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  ;  and  the  number  of  inoculated  patients  amounted  to  4158, 
of  which  number  108  died,  being  nearly  1  in  38. 

^'  This  considerable  mortality  occurred  under  the  most  favomridbla 
circumstances  of  treatment;  and  it  is  conceived,  from  my  own  observa- 
tions, and  those  of  the  difiFerent  persons  with  whom- 1  have  conversed 
on  the  subject,  that  the  mortality  from  natural  small- pOx  amongst  th^ 
inhabitants  of  Ceylon,  when  left  to  themselves,  was  much  greater.  '^ 


Vl. 

Observations  on  the  Hydrargyriaj  or  that  Vesicular  Disease  arts* 
ingfrom  the  exhibition  of  Mercury.  By  George  Alley,  M.  D. 
M.  JEt.  I.  A.  Fellow  of  the  tloyal  College  of  Physicians  of  E- 
dinburgh.  4to.  ppw  103.  London,  1810.  Longman  and 
Co. 

WE  have  to  apologize  to  our  readers,  for  suffering  a  work  of 
so  much  accuracy  and  learning,  as  the  essay  before  us^  iw 
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pass  se  loi^  unnoticed.  Since  the  period  ^f  its  publication,  tbe 
author  has  been  faiFther  occupied  in  invest^ating  the  operation 
<^  mercury  in  various  diseases,  and  has  already  announced  the 
publication  of  a  volume  on  tbe  subject.  We  hope,  thereforCf 
to  be  able  to  make  the  amende  ionurable^  by  a  more  early  notice 
(if  his  forthcoming  treatise. 

Tbe  disease,  to  which  Dr  Alley  has  assigned  the  appellation 
oi  hydrargyria^  has  been  for  many  years  noticed  by  several  faith- 
ful observers.  Mr  icAm.  Pearson,  in  London,  has  been  in  the 
practice  of  describing  its  symptoms  &om  the  year  1783,  in  his 
Lectures  on  Surgery.  **  It  was  known  a  -consid^able  time  ago  to 
the  physicians  of  the  jRoyal  Infirmary  at  Edinburgh,  where  we 
recoUect  to  have  seen  an  instance  of  it  in  the  year  1798.  But 
with  the  exception  of  a  brief  notice  of  the  complaint  in  Mr 
Benjamin  Bell's  "  Tireatise  on  Gonorrhoea,  "  &c.  f  no  distinct 
account  of  it  was  .published  from  the  press,  until  Dr  Alley  pror 
doced  a  small  tract,  expressly  upon  this  topic,  in  the  year  1804, 
then  denominating  it  the  ^^  Mercurial  Disease*  "  This  tract  was 
■soon  followed  .by  other  publications  upon  the  same  subject ;  e- 
specially  by  an  (essay  of  his  countryman  Dr  Moriarty,  who  callr 
ed  it  the  "  Mercurial  Lepra:  "  and  the  first  paper  in  the  first 
volume  of  this  Journal,  exhibited  a  detail  of  three  cases  of  the 
disease,  given  by  Dr  Spens,  under  the  title  of  **  Erythema  Mer^ 
curiale.  **  This  term  was  adopted  by  Dr  M^Mullin,  in  his  inau- 
gural dissertation,  the  substance  of  which  was  given  in  the 
Foui*&  Number  of  our  Journal  (for  Januaij  1806.)  And  last- 
ly, a  very  accurate  description  of  the  .disease  was  given  by  Mr 
Pe^*8on,  in  the  second  edition  of  the  judicious  work  just  quot- 
ed, under  the  appellation  of  **  Eczema  Mercuriale.  "  Such  is 
the  literary  history  of  this  disease,  which  our  author  has  point- 
ed out  in  lus  preface. 

In  r^ard  to  the  nomenclature  of  the  disease,  Dr  AU^y  ob- 
serves, that  ^*  to  such  a  (vesicular  and  acute)  con^plaint,  the 
term  *  erythema  '  or  *  lepra  '  must  be  wholly  inapplicable ;  the 
former  being  never  a  vesicular  disease,  while  the  latter  is  always 
a  chronic  affection.  "  (Pref.  xi.)  This  is  the  truth,  but  not  the 
whole  truth ;  for  neither  is  lepra  ever  vesicular,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  consists  of  orbicular,  dry,  scaly  patches  ^rom  the 
beginning.  His  objections  to  the  term  **  eczema,  "  used  by  Mr 
Pearson,  and  to  be  used  by  Dr  Willan,  do  not  appear  to  us  to 


•  See  Obs,  on  the  efiects  of  various  articles  of  tbe  Mat,  Med,  in  tLe  cure  of  Lu^ 
Venerea,  2d  Edit  p.  167. 

t  Yq\,  II.  p.  227. 
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be  very  strong:  they  are  founded  upon  the  uncertainty  of  the 
exact  sense  in  which  that  word  was  originally  employed*  But 
upon  the  same  grounds  we  might  object  to  the  adoption  of  the 
terms  Iqpra,  psora,  psoriasis,  lichen,  and  many  others,  which 
have  been  applied  by  different  writers  among  the  ancients  to  dif- 
ferent forms  of  disease,  with  some  want  of  discrimination.  If, 
in  adopting  any  of  these,  as  generic  terms,  we  approximate  to  the 
general  acceptation  in  which  they  were  anciently  employed,  and 
at  the  same  time  define  the  exact  sense  in  whicn  we  appropriate 
them,  no  confusion  can  arise ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  adop- 
tion of  them  will  rather  assist  the  comprehension  of  the  reader, 
in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  diseases  intended  to  be  designat- 
ed by  them.  Now,  altnough  the  terms  Q^iM  and  i»0^,  as  well 
as  the  corresponding  Latin  terms  **  sudamina  "  and  ^*  papula 
sudoriSf  '*  have  douotless  been  applied  to  the  miliary  vesicles 
connected  with  sweating  in  fevers,  and  to  otlier  eruptions  of  a 
similar  kind,  originating  from  the  irritation  of  the  heat  of  the 
sun,  acrid  applications,  and  other  causes,  as  well  as  sometimes 
perhaps  to  mere  pajndar  eruptions ;  yet  it  seems  obvious,  that 
an  extensive  efHorescence  or  ebullition,  as  it  were,  of  inflamma- 
tory points,  set  thick  over  the  body,  has  been  generally  under- 
stood by  these  terms,  both  among  the  ancient  and  modern  writ- 
ers in  those  two  languages :  and  as,  on  the  one  hand,  the  word 
miliaria  has  been  appropriated  to  the  sudamina,  arising  in  the 
sweating  stage  of  fevers,  and,  on  the  other,  the  papulous  erup- 
tions have  been  designated  by  the  term  lichen  in  Dr  Willan's 
arrangement ;  so,  tfie  appropriation  of  the  term  eczema  ^  to  the 
profuse  eruption  of  minute  vesicles,  originating  from  irritants, 
and  not  the  result  of  previous  fever,  according  to  Dr  WiUan's 
method,  seems  tO'  be  convenient  and  advantageous.  It  is  con- 
venient, because  it  expresses  to  the  learned  something  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  eruption ;  and  it  is  advantageous,  in  a  systematic 
view,  because  it  comprehends  several  varieties  of  the  same  sort 
of  eruption,  resulting  from  different  exciting  causes. 

Dr  AUey  divides  the  disease  in  question  into  three  species,  or 
rather  varieties,  according  to  the  degree  of  mildness  or  severity 
of  the  symptoms,  denominating  them  hydrargyria  mitis^  H.  sim^ 
plexfebn^lis^  and  H.  maligna^  respectively.     The  first  species,  he 


•  The  term  is  from  ix^f»,  effervesco.  Aetius  thus  describes  the  eruption  :  ««  Flunt 
in  toto  corpore  pustulte,  dolorem  cientes,  citra  saniei  collectionem.  £as  ecsemata, 
fib  ebjiUiente  fervore,  Grseci  vulgo  appdiant.  "  Tetrab.  IV.  Serm.  I.  Cap.  155. 
As  a  specimen  of  the  modem  acceptation,  we  may  state  the  following  definition  from 
Sauvages.  *<  Exanthemata  ilia  dorsum,  pectus,  bracliia,  crura  sepius  afiSciunt, 
liumcrosissime  consita,  rubra,  pungentia,  acriter  doJentia.  "     NosqL  Meth. 
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saj^s,  "  has,  at  a  first  view,  nothing  to  characterize  it  farther  than 
the  light  rose-coloured  efflorescence  already  mentioned.  An 
attentive  observer,  however,  by  holding  the  affected  parts  be* 
tween  him  and  the  light,  and  keeping  nis  eye  on  a  level  with 
them,  may  perceive  the  surface  to  be  studded  over  with  innumer- 
able, minute,  and  transparent  vesicles :  but  to  the  naked  eye  the 
vesicular  appearance  is  sometimes  with  difficulty  perceptible:^ 
As  the  eruption  strikes  out,  the  surface  is  affected  with  a  prick« 
ling  heat  and  itching ;  and  in  some  cases,  for  a  few  hours^  there 
is  slight  headach  and  nausea. ''  It  generally  appears  first  about 
the  upper  and  inner  parts  of  the  thighs,  the  scrotum,  groins, 
and  lower  part  of  the  belly :  sometimes  it  extends  no  farther: 
-bnt  at  others  it  spreads  over  the  whole  body,  the  vesicles  being 
so  close  and  numerous,  as  to  present  one  uniform  suffu&ion* 
The  red  colour  ^recedes  on  the  application  df  pressure,  and  re*- 
turns  when  that  is  removed.  Dr  Alley  observes,  in  a  note,  tha( 
'*  the  colour  of  the  skin  has,  in  some  cases,  been  so  little  chang- 
ed, that  no  eruption  seemed  to  precede  desquamation.  In  such 
cases,  however, "  he  adds,  *^  there  was  much  itching  of  the  skin^ 
«nd  the  surface  was  rough  before  the  cuticle  had  begun  to  ex- 
foliate. **  (p.  24.)  But  we  have  little  doubt  that,  had  the  cuticle 
been  examined  throu^  a  convex  lens,  this  roughness  would 
have  been  found  to  consist  of  vesicles.  This  species,  the  au- 
thor states*  soon  d^enerates  into  the  second,  and  even  into  the 
third,  if  the  \ise  of  mercury  be  incautiously  continued  after  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption.  This,  however,  is  not  always  the 
case,  according  to  the  observation  of  Mr  Pearson. 

The  second  variety  "  is  preceded  by  languor,  restlessness,  and 
rigors  $  is  accompanied  with  much  heat  and  itching  of  the  skin, 
and  is  considerably  more  rough  to  the  touch  than  the  efflores- 
cence in  the  former  species.  **  (p.  2(5.)  Before  the  spots  are 
crowded  togedier,  the  eruption  somewhat  resembles  the  measles  ; 
l>ut  they  are  larger,  Dr  Alley  says,  and  do  not  afterwards  appear 
in  the  annular  form  pointed  out  by  Dr  Willan  as  one  of  the 
characteristics  of  rubeola.  1^  ■  the  aid  of  a  magnifier,  we  believe, 
the  vesicular  appearance  may  be  always  detected,  even  in  the 
early  stages.  Mr  Pearson  justly  remarks,  that  "  the  vesicles, 
which  contain  a  pellucid  fluid,  are,  at  their  first  appearance,  so 
small,  that  they  cannot  be  easily  distinguisbjed  from  papulse  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  convex  glass ;  they  are  then  seen  to  be  distinct^ 
each  vesicle  being  surrounded  by  a  circle  of  redness  j  and,  if 
they  are  not  ruptured  at  an  early  period,  they  acquire  the  size 
of  a  large  pin's  head,  at  which  time  their  contents  are  opaque 
and  purifbrm.  *'  (loc.  cit.)  There  are,  in  this  second  species, 
symptoms  of  fever  j  such  as  headachy  nausea,  whitene^ss  of  th9 
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tongae,  tliirst,  heat  of  skin,  and  accelerated  pulse,  t(^ethcr  with 
an  oppression  about  the  prsecordia.  Desquamation  commonly 
begins  about  the  fourth  day,  but  sometimes  later,  leaving  the 
skin  underneath  red,  and  disposed  to  throw  off  successive  crops, 
which  diminish  in  severity  until  the  cnfticle  remains  whole. 

The  third  variety,  Hydrargyria  maligna^  begins  like  the  pi-eced- 
ing,  but  its  distressing  termination  may  te  anticipated  from  the 
following  symptoms:  ^'  1-  The  sense  of  burning  on  the  snr*- 
fece  is  experienced  to  a  very  painful  degree.  2.  The  actual  heat 
of  the  skin  becomes  intense.  B.  The  soreness  of  the  throat  and 
fauces  is  extreme.  4.  The  colour  of  the  ei*uption  is  darker,  ris- 
ing sometimes  even  to  purple ;  and  there  is  considerable  tume- 
faction of  the  surface.  5.  Vesicles  of  a  larger  sire  than  in  the 
former  species  precede  desquamation.  "  (p.  29.)  The  vesicles 
are  so  numerous,  that  the  wnole  of  the  cuticle  desquamates  irora 
the  surface  of  the  body  ;  and,  where  the  larger  ones  are  ruptur*- 
ed,  they  pour  out  a  very  acrimonious  discharge.  As  the  diseasfe 
advandes^  the  exudation  from  the  surface  'becomes  "more  acrid 
find  viscid,  and  acquires  a  most  offensive  odour. 

"  During  the  entire  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  there  is  a  Very  gre^^atixic  rj- 
and  depreffion  of  fpirits.  Sleep  is  almoft  wholly  banifhe'd  ;  and  dpiates 
procure,  at  heft,  but  very  fliort  intervill*  of  repofe.  The  mifcry  of  the 
patient,  under  thefe  circumftances,  can  fcarcely  be  coaoeived.  To  h« 
•mental  fufferings,  which  form  no  incondderabfe^are  of  his  ^oay,  is  fu- 
^eradded  the  moil  exquifite  bodily  torture  :  for  the  furface  is  eithfer  left 
raw  and  unprotefted,  or  the  cuticle,  hardened  by  the  exudation  which 
feryes  to  give  it  partial  adhefions,  &ggr;avate8  his  torments.  The  pain 
•which  motion  produces  was  aptly  expreffed  by  a  patient  of  Dr  Spens : 
••  he  felt, "  he  faid,  ««  as  if  his  flefh  was  cracking  in, pieces.  "  (p.  36.) 

In  truth,  no  object  can  be  more  distressing  to  look  upon,  ihan 
a  patient  in  this  condition,  when,  from  the  rawness  and  tender- 
ness of  the  whole  surface,  every, point  of  contact  with  the^bed 
on  which  he  lies  irritates  like  the  pricking  of  needles.  The  des- 
quamation does  not  take  place  so  early,  in  this  malignant  variety, 
as  in  the  former,  not  commencing  in  some  cases  until  eight  or 
tendays  after  the  appearance  of  the  eruption. 

-L>r  Alley  gives  the  following  table  of  the  results  of  all  the 
cases  that  he  had  witnessed  during  the  last  ten  years» 


Hyd,  xnitis. 


H.  simplex  febrilis. 


12 


H.  maligna. 


10 


19 


U 


Total. 


28 


15 


43 


Cured. 


22 


13 


35 


Died. 
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The  exciting  cause  is  clearty  the  irritation  of  mercury,  and 
that,  in  Mr  Pearson's  opinion,  independent  of  the  action  of  cold, 
x>r  -of  the  quantity  of  mercury  empioyed,  A  peculiar  idiosyn- 
'crasy,  tlbat  is  to  say,  some  unknown  state  of  constitution  of  the 
persons  thus  aflfected,  is  the  only  explanation  which  is  attempted 
to  'be  offered  for  its  occurrence. 

Dr  Alley  has  taken  considerable  pains  in  collecting  and  de- 
tailing analogies;  in  the  effects  often  produced  upon  the  skin  hjr 
the  influence  of  other  irritants,  besides  mercury,  whether  ex- 
ternally applied,  or  taken  into  the  stomach,  sudi  as  almonds, 
'tnushrooms,  herrings,  crab- fish,  muscles,  and  lobsters ;  the  juioe 
of  the  bitter  cassada,  several  fruits,  and  vegetable  surbsttinces, 
•&c.  when  swallowed  ;  and  cautharides,  camphor,  the  Ii](iiaii 
varnish,  the  oil  of  the  cashew  nut,  &c.  from  contact  with^the 
•skin.  Few  of  these,  however,  are  probably  vesicular.  We 
have  seen  the  distinct  wheals  of  urticaria  following  the  use  of 
muscles ;  and  erythematous  or  papulated  eruptions  occasioned 
by  other  irritants  to  the  stomach. 

In  the  treatment  of  H.  mitis,  the  author  states,  that  **  little 
more  is  requisite  than  to  discontinue  the  use  of  nil  mercurial 
preparations,  to  remove  the  patient  from  the  apartment  in-whiA. 
they  have  been  exhibited,  and  to  advise  tepid  ablution  of  the  bo- 
dy, and  some  gentle  purgative  medicine.  "  (p.  oS.)  In  the  sim- 
jpie  fid3rile,:and  'malignant  species,  tbe^ame  plan  of  treatment  is, 
daring  the  eruptive  stage,  al^vays  applicable.  Dr  Alley  agrees 
with  Mr  Pearson  in  bis  observation,  when  he  says,  ^*  although 
the  troublesome  symptoms  which  arise,  may  be  relieved  by  their 
.proper  remedies,  I  am  doubtful  whether  any  plan  of  treatment 
has  the  power  of  interrnptingits  regular  course,  or  abridging  its 
duration."  (Loc.  cit  p.  177.)  Dr  Alley  strongly  suggests  the 
probable  utility  of  the  cold  aiinsion,  during  the  primary  or  erup- 
tive fever,  in  >opder  to  reduce  the  excessive  morbid  heat ;  whicht 
though  itself 'a  consequence  of  the  fever,  becomes  in  its  turn  a 
cause  of  much  irritation,  the  •source  of  iresh  excitement  and  of 
new  disease ;  leading  to  debility,  gangrene,  and  putrid  re-ab- 
sorption, which  Bre  tbllowed  by  diarrhcea,  defection  ot  the  men* 
tal  feculties,  and  death.  Yet  it  is  singular,  that  he  is  either  a 
sceptic  in  regard  to  theiruth  of  his  own  suggestions,  or,  that 
they  only  occurred  to  him  while  writing  his  book ;  for  he  leaves 
•the  remedy  to  be  iried  by  other  practitioners,  not  having  suffered 
one  of  his  forty- three  patients  to  have  the  benefit  of  it.  Of  te^ 
pid  bathings  however,  he  has  made  some  trial,  and  found  it  bene«- 
ficial  in  the  eruptive  stage.  Furgatives  are  deemed  by  Dr  Alley 
tlie  most  effectual  remedies,  in  conjunction  with  immersion,  for 
abating  the  excessive  heat,  which  is  the  sure  precursor  of  au 
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aggnnrated  disorder.  The  acids^  he  observes,  however  serviceable 
as  antiseptics,  and  in  relieving  thirst,  are  seldom  admissible  in 
the  secondary  fever,  unless  combined  with  opium,  as  diarrhoea  is 
commoaly  present.  In  the  desquamatory  stage,  opium  is  neces* 
ftary  to  relieve  the  incessant  irritation,  but  of  course  it  is  to  be 
sparingly,  or  not  at  all  emploved  in  the  eruptive  fever.  The 
bark  ot  cinchona  aggravates  tne  pectoral  symptoms,  Dr  AUey 
states ;  and  therefore  we  are  deterred  irom  its  exhibition,  al- 
though it  might  be  deemed  appropriate  during  the  purulent  des- 
<{uamation  ;  and  he  considers  wine  not  only  as  an  excellent  sub- 
stitute, but  as  constituting,  together  with  a  constant  supply  of 
light  nourishing  diet,  our  chief  dependence. 

**-  As  to  the  mod  proper  external  applications  in  the  defquamatory 
ilage,  pra6^itioner8  have  varied  in  their  opinions.  Cleanlinefs  is  with 
fome  the  only  objefi  ;  but  others  have,  with  much  juftice,  extended  their 
^ews  to  the  prevention  of  reabibrptioii  from  the  furface,  and  to  the  geoe- 
ration  of  a  new  cuticle.  In  addition  to  freqent  warm  bathing  or  gentle 
tepid  ablution,  the  application  of  abforbent  powders  will  be  found  u(eful ; 
and  finely  levigated  carbon,  zinc,  imp.  ppw  and  meal,  feparate.  or  in  a 
combined  form,  may  be  employed  with  good  ttk&  for  this  parpofe*  '* 
f.70. 

The  author  deprecates  the  use  of  saturnine  applications  to  &o 
large  an  exposed  surface. 

We  have  thus  given  a  meagre  sketch  of  the  contents  of  thb 
monograph.  Dr  Alley  has  detailed,  with  minuteness,  every 
thing  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject,  and  evinced  a  considerable 
share  of  reading  upon  collateral  topics.  But  on  the  whole,  this 
dilatation  has  the  effect  of  weakening  the  impressicNi  of  the 
picture,  and  of  rendering  it  less  clear,  than  the  terse  and  com- 
prehensive  view  given  by  Mr  Pearson.  Dr  AHey  has  added 
three  plates,  illustrative  of  the  three  forms  of  the  complaint  j 
and  he  considers  them  as  good  representations  of  the  appear- 
ances. They  may,  perhaps,  serve  to  recal  the  recoflections  of 
those  who  have  already  seen  the  eruption  ;  but  we  are  sure  that 
they  are  very  far  from  affording  a  correct  notion  of  it.  Nothing 
like  vesicle,  even  in  the  most  imperfect  degree,  is  represented, 
nor  perhaps  could  be  depicted  on  so  small  a  scale.  The  erup- 
tion seems  to  consist  of  mere  brown  macula,  not  unlike  pityriasis 
or  some  of  the  varieties  of  roseola. 

We  cannot  terminate  this  article  without  expressing  our  re- 
gret that  Dr  Alley  is  no  more,  and  that  our  hope  of  haviuj^ 
Eim  soon  again  before  our  tribunal  is  at  an  end.  He  died  of 
lyphus  fever  at  Fermo^. 
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Practical  Observations  in  Surgery^  illustrated  btf  Cases:  second  edi- 
tion^ corrected  and  enlarged:  wiik  additional  plates.  By  WilL- 
I.IAM  Hey,  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.    Cadell  and  Davies,  1810. 

TH£R£  are  few  modern  surgeons  whose  writings  have  met  with 
more  general  consideration  from  their  contemporaries,  than 
those  of  Mr  Hey ;  and  we  are  glad  that  the  publication  of  a  new 
edition  of  bis  work  allows  us  to  point  out  what  we  conceive  to  be 
the  chief  merits  and  defects  of  his  writings. 

The  first  edition  of  the  volume  before  us  contained  twenty-one 
chapters. — 1.  On  fractures  of  the  skull. — 2.  On  the  cataract— 
3.  Of  the  strangulated  hernia. — 4.  Of  the  fungus  haematodes.**- 
5.  Of  dislocations. — 6.  On  internal  derangement  of  the  knee- 
joint. — 7.  Of  loose  cartilaginous  substances  in  the  joints. — 8.  On 
wounds  of  the  joints. — 9.  Compound  luxation  of  the  ankle-joint. 
^-10.  On  retention  of  urine. — 11.  On  the  cure  of  the  proceden- 
tia  ani  in  adults. — 12.  Of  the  cancer  of  the  penis. — 1^.  Convul- 
sions after  strangulation. — 14.  Of  a  tumour  of  the  neck. — 16. 
Of  the  empyema. — 16.  Of  an  enlargement  of  the  mammse. — 17. 
Of  collections  of  pus  in  the  vagina. — 18.  Of  alvine  concretions. 
— 19.  On  the  atheroma.-r-20.  Of  deep-seated  abscesses  in  the 
mammae.— 2 1.  On  amputation.    In  the  present  edition  are  added 
five  chapters^  on  caries  of  the  tibia;  on  a  wound  of  the  posterior 
tibial  artery;  on  the  hydrocele  of  the  spermatic  cord;  on  a  case 
of  lithotomy  in  the  female;  and  on  a  case  of  tumour  on  the  nose. 
We  shall  consider  each  of  these  chapters  separately. 

In  the  first  chapter,  which  treats  of  fractures  of  the  skull,  Mr 
Hey  enters  into  a  long  argument,  to  dissuade  surgeons  from  fol- 
lowing the  advice  of  Mr  Fott,  who  recommended  an  excision  of 
a  circular  portion  of  the  scalp,  in  all  cases  where  the  application 
of  the  trephine  became  necessary.  Such  a  practice,  we  have  rea- 
son to  believe,  is  now  seldom,  it  ever,  followed ;  and  it  requires 
little  argument  to  convince  the  surgeons  of  the  present  day,  that^ 
in  all  cases,  every  portion  of  torn  scalp  shoula  be  replaced  and 
scrupulously  preserved.  It  is  of  equal,  or  of  even  more  import- 
ance to  save  bone ;  and  Mr  Hey  makes  some  very  judicious  re- 
marks on  this  subject. 

*<  When  I  am  called  to  a  patient  labouring  under  the  fymptoms  of  a 
fra^ured  flcull,  if  I  find  no  wound  in  the  fcalp,  upon  examining  the  head 
when  fliaved,  I  make  an  incifion  through  the.  fcalp,  in  a  part  wh^re  a  frac* 
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ture  is  moft  to  be  expected.  IF  no  fracture  appears,  I  take  fo  much  blood 
from  tjie  divided  arteries,  as  the  ftate  of  the  patient  feems  to  require,  and 
then  reunite  the  lips  of  the  wound.  If  the  bone  is  fractured,  I  enlarge 
the  wound,  by  a  fimple  incifion  along  the  courfe  of  the  fracture,  tracing 
the  fiflure  or  iiffurcs  through  their  whole  extent,  unlefs  they  are  continu- 
•ed  to  the  basis  of  the  ikull,  or  where  tlieir  limits  cannot  ^e  exploped* 
I  .do  this  eitl>er  by  cutting  carefully  upon  the  filSufc  if  it  is  fmall ;  or  if 
it  is  wide,  and  the  pericraaium  much  feparated,  by  placing  the  back  of 
my  knife  upon  the  fiflure,  and  flitting  open  t^e  integuments  as  tlie  courfe 
of  the  fradture  diredls.  Having  thus  expofed  the  whole  extent  of  the 
fracture,  avoiding  all  unnecessary  detachifig  of  the  pericranium ;  and  Iibt- 
ing  obferved  what'isnecefiary  to'be  done  "for  removing  broken  fragments, 
.Tailing  depreiled  bones,  or  giving  iifue  to  confined  marttep,  I  (aw  off  fuch 
/pieces  of  the  cranium  as  requise  to  be  removed^  while  the  integuments 
are  held  back  by  an  affiftant.''  p.  no, 

Mr  Hey  particularly  takes  nodce  of  ihe  propriety  of  femovlng 
4my  loose  pieces  of  bone,  :or  any  depressed  poctioiis,  widi  destroy- 
ing as  little  of  the  adjaceist  sound  bone  as  .possible .;  and  he  ac- 
xomplishes  this  by  using  :the  trephine  .seldom,  and  employing  in 
its  stead  a  stcai^thedged  or  circaiiar- edged,  small  saw,  which  is 
well  cakulaled  to  nemove  any  overlapfping  edge,  or  any  small  por- 
.tion  oi  bono,  iso  as  to  allow  the  "point  icd  the  levator  to  be  intro- 
wduced  into  the  &aotui%,  and  raise  the  depressed  portion.  This 
.aaw,  whiob,  byitheby,  is  a  \ery  old  instrument,  has  been  brought 
^into^neral  Aise  since  the  publication  of  Mr  Hey's  work,  wiieve 
it  ii9  mentioned  as  one  of  the  new  inventions  of  the  present  day. 
Ywe  caaes  are  added  .to  this  chapter,  which  illustrate  the  <pecu- 
liaritiesof  Mr  Hey 's  practice  dn  fi^ctuiies  of  the  skull.  He  men- 
tions .also  the 'advantage  to  be  derived,  'by.dressisg  the  wound  in 
Mich  a  manner  as  to  produce  a.^)eedy  adhesion  between  the  scalp 
and  dura  >mater;,  la  pcactioe  recommended  by  Mr  Mynors  cf  Bir- 
mingham. 

'2.  ^On  Caries  (f  the  Tibia, — In  this  chapter  Mr  Hey  gives  three 

caees  of  caries  of  the  tibia,  in  which  he  seems  to  think  that  he 

saved  the.hmbsof  the  patient  by  nsmovin^  the  diseased  portions 

rol  bone.     It  tis  questionable  with  4is,  how  iisir,  in  the  biases  given, 

-6uch  an  operation  was  necessary  $  and  whether,  had  no  such  ope- 

v!^^^'^  been  performed,  exfoliation  of  the  diseased  poirtion  of  the 

,bone  woukl  not  have  taken  place  by  a  more  simple,  lihough  no 

tdouht  tedious^ )natural:pirocess.   Thecases givenbyMrHey,  from 

-the  age  of  thepatients,  and  history  df  thed«6ea«e5,  had  probabfy 

-that  affection  of  <bone  vwhioh  .is  usually  called  scrofulous.  Jn  those 

scrofulous  cases  where  the  diseased  portion .  of  the  ibone  is  not 

^»naected  with  any  ^joint,  an  exfoliation  generally  takes  place, 

^  K^*^^  sore  heals,  aiterthe  iapseof  alongtime;  and  even  in  one 

-*)i  the  cases  given  by  Mr  -Hey,  this  process  had  been -completed 
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ftt  one  period  of  tW  didea9e.  la  no  case  would  a  surgeon  ever 
think  o£  amputating,  antiil  tlie  disease  kad  become  so  extenmve'y 
and  the  accomtpanying  s-ymptoms  so*  severe,  an  to  rendev  the  par^ 
tient's  recovery  by  an  exroliation  of  the  diseased  bone  impossible. 
As  lonq,  therefore^  as  tbere  wa^  any  hope  of  an  exfoliation,  arul 
no  ri^  of  the  patiient'st  immediately  losing  bis  limb,  we  should 
conceive  the  operation  of  removing  the  dbeased  portiion  of  bones 
by  saws  or  chisels  to  be  extremely  sevtere  and  unnecessary;  staA 
iinA  such  a»  «pe9adon  should  only  be  had  recourse  to  in  those 
eases'  where  the  natural'  pvocess  of  exfelaation  is  remarkably  slow^ 
amdaceompanied  with  those  constitullional'  symptoms  of  fever  and 
irritatiott,  which,  would  exbasists  the  patieat,  were* not  some  means 
employed  to  haBten  tl»e  pi ocess.  By  removing^  the  diseased  bone, 
in  sueh  cases,  we  have  ik>  doubt  but  ia  many  iastemces  amputee 
tiim  might  be  avoided. 

The  third  chapter  contains  one  ease  where  the  posterior  tibial 
artevy  was  wounded,  and  the  artery  was  tied  by  first  removing 
two  inches  of  the  fibula,  which  aiiows  the  mtMith  ofthe  vessel  to 
be  secured  readily. 

4.  Oft^  CWaroKT^^^-MoclerD  surgeons  have  reaped  the  benefit 
of  the  violent  disputes  whrcfa,  for  a  long  time,  took  place  regard>« 
ing  the  comparative  merits  of  the  two  operations  of  couching 
and  extvaction.  The  perfection  to  which  both  of  them  have 
been  brought,  by  the  zealous  advocates  of  enck,  enables  us  to 
make  choice  of  either,  according  to  peculiarities  in  individual 
cases,  and  in  some  cases  to  comome  with  advantage  both*  modes 
of  operating.  That  both  these  operations  have  been  performed 
successAsUy  by  many,  cannot  be  denied;  but  in  cases  of  pure  ca* 
taract,  and  in  patients  otherwise  healthy,  we  can  have  no  hesi- 
tatioi^  in  giving  a  decided  preference  to  the  operation  of  extrac- 
tion; and  this  opinum  we  have  formed,  not  only  from  a  compa- 
rative view  of  the  principles  of  the  operation,  but  from  the  re- 
sult of  a  number  of  cases,  where  both  operations  bad  been  per* 
fcrmed  by  many  difierent  surgeons. 

In  this,  as/  in  most  other  departments  in  medicine,  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  that  it  is  only  the  successful  cases  which  are  re- 
corded ;  so  that,  were  we  to  judge  of  what  has  been  written  on 
the  subject  of  cataract,  it  would  be  impossible  to  form  any  ju^t 
opinion  of  the  best  operation  for  its  cure ;  and,  what  is  still  more 
harassing,  it  is  impossible,  when  we  have  become  acquainted 
with  all  that  has  been  written  on  the  subject,  to  form  any  ade- 
quate notion  of  tlie  difficulties  of  either  operation,  and  of  the 
inany  accidents  and  casualties  which  happen  daily  in  the.  bauds 
of  the  most  dexterous  and  experienced. 

But  to  proceed  to  Mr  HeyS  observations.     They  have  two 
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leading  objects;  the  one  to  recommend  couching  in  preference? 
|o  extraction;  the* other  to  the  use  of  a  needle  difierent  from 
that  which  has  been  generaUy  employed.  There  are  many  very 
judicious  remarks  on  the  leading  drcnmstances  to  be  attended  ta 
in  couching;  and  Mr  Hey,  in  recommending  that  operation,  con- 
fesses that  he  cannot  appreciate  the  ccHnparative  merits  of  extrac- 
tion and  couching  from  his  own  experience.  The  description  of 
the  new  invented  needle  is  tediously  minute ;  and  when  he  com- 
pares it  with  the  common  instrument,  he  surely  could  not  have 
looked  at  needles  in  the  possession  of  those  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  using  such  instruments,  but  such  as  are  made  by  the  dozen  at 
Mr  Savigny's  warehouse.     We  shall  always  attend  with  much 

Eleasure  to  any  attempt  to  improve  the  principles  of  an  operation  $ 
ut  we  will  hearken  to  new  inventiolia  in  instruments^  with  thel 
same  scrupulous  jealousy  as  an  old  mechanic  would  do  to  his  ap- 

Erentice  who  shows  a  new  invented  tool  to  execute  any  particu^' 
ir  piece  of  work.     Mr  Hey's  needle^  and  mode  of  operating^ 
compared  with  Scarpa's,  we  cannot  help  thinking  very  defective* 
5.  Of  the  Strangulated  Hernia. — The  anatomical  description 
t>f  the  parts  concerned  in  femoral  hernia  by  Gimbernat,  has 

Jiven  more  food  for  the  English  surgeons  than  atiy  discovery  of" 
ite  year8«  It  has  even  been  alleged,  dbat  a  secret  compact  had 
been  Altered  into  by  a  cbA  of  them,  that  each  sboukl  have  a  slice 
of  the  new  dish,  at  the  expense  of  the  unfortunate  Spaniard  I 
To  Mr  Hey  was  allotted  Ajemoralligamentf  to  Mr  Bums  afalsi'^ 
form  process^  and  to  Mr  Astley  Cooper  tk  fascia  propria  J  Thus, 
whilst  the  French  cooks  have  long  had  the  credit  of  being  able 
to  make  a  (rreater  variety  of  good  dishes  from  one  small  bit  of 
beef  than  those  of  any  other  nation,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the 
anatomists  of  this  island  have  equal  merit  in  dissecting  any  part 
of  the  human  body  into  a  vast  number  of  diflFerent  shreds.  The 
investigations  which  have  been  of  late  years  made  in  the  anatomy 
t)f  femoral  hernia,  whilst  they  have  certainly  added  to  our  mi* 
nute  knowledge  on  the  subject,  have  been  equally  fruitful  in 
^^P^jfying  the  importance  of  some  points ;  and  by  complex  de- 
•  scription,  and  an  aim  at  too  great  minuteness,  have  involved  in  a 
m^e  of  obscurity,  a  piece  of  anatomy  which  is  in  itself  simple^ 
It  IS  not  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  hear  Mr  Hey 
exclaiming  on  the  difficulty  of  understanding  these  parts  !  In 
Jbe  former  edition  of  his  work,  the  anatomical  description  which 
he  gave  was  generally  allowed  to  be  unintelligible,  and  it  has 
since  appeared  to  have  puzzled  even  himself.  In  order,  how- 
ever, to  allow  a  ray  of  light  to  enter  into  this  almost  impenetra- 
ble gloom,  we  are  told,  that  Mr  Hey,  with  a  zeal  truly  profes- 
sional and  highly  to  be  commended,  renewed  his  anatomical 


is  1^4      Ml*  Key's  Practical  Observations  in  Surg&y.  Ill 

studies,  went  to  the  metropoflis,  aTid  did  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  acquire  a  distinct  knowledge,  and  give  an  intelligible  descrip« 
tion  of  femoral  hernia.  From  the  extracts  and  comments  which 
we  have  already  made  on  this  subject,  in  our  review  of  Mr 
Cooper's  work  (vide  Vol.  II.),  we  think  it  unnecessary  again  to 
resume  it ;  Mr  Hey,  in  our  opinion,  having  done  no  more  thaa 
go  over  ground  which  had  been  previously  trod  upon,  and  cor- 
rect the  anatomical  blunders  he  had  formerly  committed. 

6.  Oy*  the  Fungus  Hamatodes. — This  chapter  has  received  no 
alterations  or  additions.  In  the  preface  of  the  former  edition, 
Mr  Hey,  however,  mentioned,  that  when  his  observations  were 
made  on  fungus  haematodes,  he  had  not  been  aware  of  the  de- 
scription which  Mr  Burns  of  Glasgow  had  given  of  the  disease. 
This  acknowledgment,  for  what  reason  we  know  not^  is  omitted 
in  the  present  edition,  and  no  mention  is  made  of  Mr  Burns's 
name.  But  the  description  which  is  given  of  fungus  haematodes 
by  Mr  Bums,  is  much  more  clear  and  comprehensive  than  that 
of  Mr  Hey,  though  Mr  Burns  does  not  seeni*to  have  been  aware 
of  the  frequency  of  the  disease  in  several  other  organs  besides 
the  extremities,  where  alone  he  describes  it.  The  subject,  how- 
ever, did  not  create  much  interest,  until  Mr  Hey's  observations 
were  published  ;  and  now,  all  large  and  bloody  tumours,  of  what- 
ever kind,  are  by  many  called  fungus  hsematodes ;  so  that  this 
ternti,  instead  of  being  used  to  signify  a  distinct  disease,  is  em- 
fdoyed  very  indiscriminately,  and  without  havmg  affixed  eaj 
precise  import.  We  cai>not  indeed  pardon  Mr  Hey  for  this  great 
want  of  candour  towards  Mr  Burns;  and  we  think  it  would  mat 
have  injured  his  reputation  to  have  noticed  the  still  more  recent 
publication  of  Mr  James  Wardop,  which  has  contributed  so  much 
to  extend  our  knowledge  of  this  fatal  disease. 

7.  On  Dislocation, — -The  remarks  in  this  chapter  axe  extreme* 
ly  valuable,  as  they  prove  what  is  consistent  with  theory',  but  what 
u  not  generally  adopted  in  practice  $  that  much  less  force  is  suf^ 
ficient  to  reduce  dislocation,  than  is  generally  supposed  to  be  lie- 
ce9sary.  When  a  bone  is  luxated,  it  is  retained  in  that  situa-^ 
tion»  chiefly  by  the  action  of  the  surrounding  muscles^  and  when 
by  any  chance  these  muscles  become  relaxed  and  thrown  off  their 
guard,  as  happens  in  many  cases,  the  bone  i^  replaced  by  a  slight 
exertion  of  the  surgeon,  or  f>ven  by  some  accidental  motion  of 
the  patient.  It  has  even  been  known,  that  a  didocated  humerus 
has  got  into  its  place  without  the  patient  being  aware  of  it. 
From  this  we  conclude,  that  the  first  step  to  reduce  any  disioca- 
lion,  is  to  produce  a  complete  relaxation  of  the  muscles,  which 
can  be  done  by  long  and  moderate  extension,  as  well  as  by  the 
application  of  a  great  forcer     When  they  can  make  no  more  re- 


1 12         Mv  Hey^s  Practical  Observations  in  Surgety.         Jan« 

sistanee,  every  odier  obstacle  can  be  readHy  oTerconaey  if  &e 
dislocation  be  recent,  or  if  the  adhesions  oi  the  injured  parts 
have  not  acquired  f^reat  stren^rth  and  riji^dity. 

The  8th  chapter  contains  some  cases  <*  qfitUemal  derangement 
of  the  k f tee  Joint f  **  the  precise  nature  of  which  does  not  appear 
to  be  well  understood.  The  cases,  however,  are  not  without  in^- 
terest,  and  snch  accidents  occur  not  unfrequently.  The  derange- 
ment which  Mr  Hey  describes,  is  indicated  by  a  sudden  lameness 
fpom  some  untoward  motioa,  which  as  suddenly  disappears;  pro- 
bably arising  from  some  temporary  displacement  of  the  semihi-  . 
nar  cartilages  or  lateral  lif^ments.  In  some  of  the  patients,  the 
motion  of  the  joint  recovered',  whilst  attempting  to  walk ;  and  in 
others,  Mr  H.  succeeded  by  making  a  sudden  and  very  complete 
flexion.  We  have  remarked  derangements  of  other  joints  of  the 
bedy,  very  analogous  to  that  mentioned  by  Mr  Hey«  The  mo- 
tion, of  the  joints,  in  the  cases  aJIuded  to,  became,  from  some  ac- 
cidental blow  or  motion,  suddenly  impaired,  and  they  were  re- 
stored by  pulling,  and  making  rapid  fiexions  and  extensions.  In 
seme  of  these  cases,  though  no  dislocation  had  taken  place,  there 
was  an  evident  change  of  form,  which  could  not  well  be  account- 
ed for.  It  is  in  injuries  of  this  nature  fihat  the  reputation  of  bone- 
setters  is  in  all  probability  chiefly  acquired.  The  surgeon,  irons 
not  being  able  to  detect  any  distinct  displacement,  is  contented 
with  aHeviating  any  inflammatory  symptom ;  whereas  the  empi- 
ric, by  pulling  and  twisting  the  joint,  succeeds  in  restorii^  the 
displaced  parts  to  their  natural  situation* 

In  the  9th  chapter^  where  Mr  H.  treats  of  '^  loose  cartilagim 
nous  si*bstance&  m  the  jointly "  several  cases  aregivaa,  in  order  to 
show  that  that  disease  may  be  relieved,  by  wearing  over  the  joint 
a  well-adapted  bandage,  in  place  of  having  recourse  to  the  very 
severe  and  even  dangerous  operation  of  remoiving  them  by  ci|t- 
tinsr  into  the  cavity  oH  tibe  joint* 

The  10th  chapter  treats  of  the  **  'wminJs  of  tkejointSf  "  and 
merely  tends  to  establish  a  well  known  fact  in  surgery-^tl^t  such 
wounds,  though  apparently  trifling,  are  often  daii^erous ;  and 
that  the  chief  object  of  the  surgeon  in  their  treatment  ou^t  to 
be,  to  prevent  the  accession  of  inflanunatory  symptooMS  by  a 
powerful  depletive  systewi. 

The  1  Ith  chapter,  on  **  compound  luxation  of  tke  ankle- joints  ** 
contains  several  cases,  in  order  to  show  that,  in  a  disjbcation  of 
the  tibia  with  a  fracture  of  the  fibula,  not  attended  by  much  la-^ 
certition,  the  patient  will  recover  by  simple  reduction^  that  whenr 
a  still  greater  degree  of  injury  has  been  done  to  the  sof^  p^rts^ 
sawing  oiTtheends  of  the  bone,  as  practised  by  Gooch,is  success- 
ful; 'and  that  amputation  of  the  limh  is  seldom  necessary. 

Some  very  important  cases  are  added  to  this  chapter^  *'  of 
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compound  dislocations  of  the  astragalus^  *^  which  corroborate  thcf 
practice  first  adopted  by  Mr  Trye  of  Gloucester,  of  dissecting 
but  the  bone;  its  reduction  being  always  impracticable,  and  am- 
putation of  the  limb,  in  such  cases,  being  generally  recommend-, 
tA.  In  one  case,  a  good  cure  was  effected,  by  merely  sawing  off 
lieprojecting  part  df  the  bone. 

Chapter  12,  "On  retention  of  Urine.  ^* — There  is  no  subject 
t^rhich  nas  more  engaged  the  attention  of  English  surgeons,  antl 
been  followed  with  more  important  practical  improvements,  than 
jthe  diseases  of  the  bladder  and  urethra.  The  works  of  Mr  Eve* 
rard  Home,  oh  these  subjects,  are  certainly  entitled  to  high 
praise ;  and  several  other  surgeons  have  also  contributed  a  good 
deal,  to  extend  pur  knowledge  in  this  department  of  surgery. 
There  are  many  useful  practical  hints  in  ^hat  our  author  has  said 
on  the  suWect ;  but  they  want  that  scientific  arrangement  and 
form  which  the  subject  acquires,  when,  instead  of  considering 
under. one  general  title  of  retention  of  urine,  the  difficulties  ana 
itiodes  necessary  for  the  introduction  of  the  catheter,  all  the  dis- 
eases of  the  bladder  and  urethra  are  separately  treated  of.  Thus 
the  artificial  discharge  of  urine  must  be  very  diflferently  executed, 
when  the  retention  proceeds  from  spasmodic  or  permanent  stric- 
ture in  the  urethra,  from  paralysis  or  inflammatioti  ibf  the  bladder, 
or  from  disease  in  the  prostate  gland.  Mr  H.  makes  some  very 
judicious  remarks  on  tne  danger  of  making  an  artificial  passage 
by  the  catheter. 

•*  Whatever  method  of  perforibing  this  ope'ratton  is  pursued,  the 
tatheter  should  be  introduced  with  the  greatest  gentleness.  When 
any  obstruction  occurs,  die  design  of  the  surgeon  ^hotild  be  to  tmd^ 
radier  than  to  overcome  it.  Unsuccessful  attempts  may  render  a  case 
extremely  difHcttlt,  which  was  not  so  before.  I  wish  to  impress  on  the 
siitid  of  my  reader,  that  a  moderate  force,  improperly  directed,  is 
capable  of  injuring  die  urethra  in  such  a  xnaaner  as  to  render  the 
operation  almost  (and,  without  a  just  knowledge  of  the  injury,  alto- 
gether) impracticable.  It  must  be  obvious  to  every  surgeon,  that 
long  continued  or  violent  attempts  have  a  tendency  to  increase- the  in- 
Hammation  of  the  urethra.  But  the  accidents  to  which  I  mean  par* 
ticularly  tp  direct  the. attention  are,. the  {or^^ation  of  a  kind  of  pouch 
in  the  urethra,  and  the  laceration  of  its  membranous  parts. ''^  (p.  403.) 

To  remedy  the  difficulty  which  is  often  met  with  in  introdu- 
eiug  the  elastic  gum  catheter  past  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  Mr 
H.  emplovs  an  ingenious  qontriyapce.  This  consists  in  with- 
drawing the  stilet,  wlien  the  point  of  the  catheter  meets  with 
the  obstriucdon,  the  effect  of  which  is,  that  the  curvature  of 
the  instrument  is  increased,  and  its  point  consecjuently  ele- 
vated. 

VOL.  VIII.  NO.  29.  J(C 
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Chapter  13,  **  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Procidentia  Ani  ofAdvlts.^^ 
—In  some  cases  of  prolapsus  oi  the  rectum,  Mr  Hey  observed  a 
flap  of  thin  skin,  immediately  round  the  anus,  always  to  remaia 
externally  after  the  gut  was  reduced.  As  this  appeared  to  him  to 
prevent  the  complete  contraction  of  the  anus,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  prove  a  source  of  irritation,  he  was  led  to  think  of  re- 
moving it,  and  the  operation  he  found  successful.  Along  with 
these  cases,  he  has  narrated,  in  his  usual  copious  style,  cases  of 
hemorrhoidal  tumours  in  the  rectum,  where  (as  is  the  most  com* 
mon  practice)  their  extirpation  cured  the  disease. 

In  the  14th  chapter,  which  treats  of  "  Cancer  of  the  Penis^^* 
there  are  ten  cases  given  in  detail,  from  which  we  learn  no  new 
facts  relative  to  the  history  of  that  disease,  or  of  the  morbid 
changes  produced  in  that  particular  organ.  They  assist,  how- 
ever, in  establishing  a  general  remark,  that  cancer  of  the  skin  (on 
which  part  the  disease  of  the  penis  begins)  is  more  successfully 
operated  on  than  cancers  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

A  case  of  *'  Convulsions  after  Strangulation/'  is  contained  in 
the  1 5th  chapter,  in  order  to  show  the  success  of  the  free  use  of 
stimulants  after  moderate  bleeding,  where  the  powers  of  life  re- 
main almost  suspended.  The  case  of  "  Tumour  of  the  Neck^  " 
given  in  the  16th  chapter,  was  one  of  those  swellings  which  are 
occasionally  met  with  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  produced 
from  the  effusion  of  blood.  The  tumour  was  much  diminished^ 
and  its  nature  ascertained  by  the  puncture  of  a  common  needle — 
a  very  useful  and  ingenious  mode  of  exploring  the  contents  of 
tumours.  '^  I  have  used  this  mode  on  several  occasions,  with 
^eat  satisfaction  and  advantage.  There  are  few  doubtful  cases 
in  which  any  harm  could  be  done  by  the  puncture  of  a  couch- 
ing-needle.  The  contents  of  the  tumour  may  be  generally  as- 
certained by  such  a  puncture,  the  pain  of  which  is  trifling,  and 
the  wound  is  soon  healed. " — p,  492. 

The  17th  chapter  contains,  **  a  Case  of  Empyema^"  successful- 
ly treated  by  discharging  the  matter,  and  allowing  a  canula  to  re- 
main in  the  wound,  until  the  discharge  ceased.  The  presence  of 
pus  was  in  this  case  weD  marked,  not  only  from  the  previous  in- 
flammatory symptoms,  and  the  diflScuhy  of  lying  on  the  opposite 
side,  but  by  an  oedematous  swelling  oi  the  afiected  side  of  the 
chest. 

A  very  curious  affection  of  the  mamma  is  given  in  the  18th 
chapter*  Both  mammae  of  a  young  female  acquired  an  enor- 
mous bulk,  the  swelling  being  preceded  by  a  cessation  of  the  men- 
fees.  One  of  the  breasts  was  removed,  and  weighed  1 1  pounds 
and  4  ounces  avoirdupois  weighty  the  wound  heSed  rapidly,  the 
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menstrual  discharge  was  restoredj  and  the  swelling  of  the  other 
gland  gradually  subsided. 

The  cases  of  "  Collections  ofPtis  in  the  Vagina  "  have  little  in- 
terest, being  nothing  more  than  common  abscesses  formed  in  the 
cellular  membrane  adjacent  to  that  part  of  the  body.  The  con- 
tents of  the  chapter  on  Alvine  Concretions^  on  Atheromae,  and  ori 
Abscesses  in  the  Mammas,  contain  nothing  but  what  must  be  fa- 
miliar to  every  well-informed  surgeon.  The  remarks  on  amputa- 
tion are  chiefly  intended  to  recommend  those  modes  of  operating 
in  the  different  cases  by  which  the  wound  may  be  healed  by  the 
first  intention.  The  observations  on  the  hydrocele  of  rfie  cord!^ 
illustrate  the  preference  of  the  operation  by  a  complete  incision 
of  the  sac,  to  the  other  modes  of  operating  frequently  employed. 

The  last  chapter  contains  an  account  of  a  very  interesting  case 
of  "  Tumour  on  the  Noscj "  which  seemed  to  be  an  enlargement 
or  thickening  of  the  cutis  of  that  part  of  the  body.  The  diseas- 
ed mass  was  very  successfully  removed,  the  disease  not  return- 
ing, and  the  appearance  of  the  countenance  being  completely 
restored.  .  .      .       , 

From  these  notices,  oUr  readers  will  be  enabled  to  form  a  ge- 
neral idea,  both  of  the  extent  and  of  the  kind  of  information 
which  this  Volume  contains.  There  are  many  parts  of  it  which 
indicate  a  great  talent  for  pfacticdtl  observation,  and  there  hasr 
been  no  want  of  zeal  and  industry  in  collecting  the  materials 
which  compose  it.  Besides,  Mr  H.  seenrs  to  have  had  an  ample 
field  for  prosecuting  his  inquiries.  From  the  number  of  cases 
which  the  vohime  contains,  it  may  be  supposed,  that  many  are 
of  little  interest.  A  faithflil  account  of  cases  must  form  the  true, 
basis  of  all  our  practical  and  th^retical  ktioMeig^  in*  medical 
science ;  and  whoever  takes  the  trouble  of  collecting  such  facts^ 
contributes  essentially  to'  the  advancement  of  his  profession. 

We  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our  regret, 
that,  on  so  many  occasions,  the  interest  and  value  of  many  im- 
portant cases  should  be  entirely  destroyed,  by  the  insertion  of 
trifling  particulars,  perfectly  irrelevant  in  a  medical  point  of  view  j^ 
and  from  this  censure  we  cannot  always  except  Mr  Hey. 
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PART  IIL 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE, 


Report  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Public  Dispensart^  (near 
Care^'Streetyj  Liondott^tomAtigust  Slst  toNovember  $Oth  1811* 


Acute  DtssjsBS. 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Febris 18 

Quotidiana       .....  1 

Febris  remit  infantum        •  9 

Cynanche    •.••••  5 

Epistaxis 1 

Catarrhas    ••••.•  85 

Pleuritis 2 

Peripneumonia     •    •    •    •  18 

Enteritis •  1 

Peritonitis   ••••••  1 

Hepatitis 1 

Variola •    •  4  | 


Ka  of 

Scarlatina  • 2 

Rheumatismus      .    •    •    •  9 

Arthritis  rheumatica      •    •  6 

Apoplezia  .•••••  1 

Hydrocephalus     •    •    •-   •  I 
Erysipelas   •    •    •     •  <  •    .2 

Herpes  zoster  •    .    •     «    •  I 

Cholera 6 

Dysenteria 9 

Abortus  .•••;•»  4 

Pertusus     ...•••  S 


Chronic  Disejses. 


•  / 


No.  of 
Cases. 

•  28 

•  4 

•  2 
.  1 
.  3 
.  SO 
.  2 


Cephalaea  •  •  . 
Vertigo  •  .  .  . 
Hemicrania  rheunmtica 
Dysecaea  .... 
Dyspnoea  et  asthma  . 
Catarrhus  chronicus  • 
Hemoptysis     •    •    • 

Phthisis 17 

t)yspepsia    • 31 

Gastrodynia^ 17 

Hsmatemesis 1 

Enterodynia     •    *    •    •    .     13 

Pyrosis 5 

Colica    ......    i      2 


•No.  of 


Colica  Pictonum  • 

Hepatalgia      •  •    « 

Icterus   •     •    .  •    , 

Diarrhoea    •    •  . 
Hemorrhagia  intest. 

iSfarasmus  •     .  • 

Ascarides    •     •  •     < 

Lumbricus  •    •  • 

Hacmorrhois     .  • 

Enuresis      •    •  • 

Hematuria-     •  • 

Dysuria      •    •  • 

Leucorrhoea     •  • 

Menorrhagia  •  • 


2 
4 
1 

19 
2 
3 
4 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
9 

12 
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Chronic  Diseases  cotUinued* 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Jimenorrhoea      *    .    •    •    •  6 

Hysteralgia 2 

Chlorosis    • 2 

Nephralgia     .•••••  6 

Convulsio  ex  dentitione     •     •  1 

Epilepsia 2 

Paralysis 10 

Paraplegia      •«••••  1 

Hysteria    .••••..  2 

Palpitatio •  ^ 

Asthenia .20 

Hectica  adolescentium      .    •  1 

Anasarca 5 

Ascites  ..••••..  2 

Rheumatismus  chronicus  •    .  25 

Lumbago  et  Sciatica    .    .    «  5 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Lepra 1 

Psoriasis    ....••.  10. 

Scabies G 

Prurigo 8 

— • cum  phthiriasi .     .     •     1 

Erythema  papulatum    •     •     •     1 

nodosum      I 
—  I  oedematodesl 

Impetigo 2 

Ecthyma •    .     2 

Porrigo •it 

Purpura  urticans      •    •     .    .     1 

Urticaria 3 

Herpes  labialis 1 

Aphthae      •••...•     I 


The  autumnal  months,  even  to  the  end  of  October,  were  ex- 
tremely mild  and  warm :  the  air,  in  the  middle  of  the  latter 
month,  was  generally  sultry  and  close,  not  only  in  the  day,  but 
through  the  night,  although  there  were  jfrequent  rains.  During 
^e  whole  of  September^  the  atmosphere  was  clear  and  dry,  ex« 
c^t  on  a  few  days  succeeding  the  equinox,  when  some  stormy 
weather  occurred.  The  coincidence  of  this  unusual  warmth^ 
with  the  appearance  of  a  s{rfendid  comet  during  the  same  period, 
ied  many  persons  to  conjecture,  that  it  was  the  effect  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  latter.  In  the  last  week  of  October,  however,  the 
weather  became  chill  and  boisterous ;  and  during  the  whole  of 
November  it  has  continued  wet  and  foggy,  though  mild,  with 
occasional  high  winds.  From  August  to  the  present  time,  the 
wind  has  been  unchangeably  from  the  W.,  with  the  exception 
of  four  or  five  days  in  the  middle  of  November,  when  it  veered 
to  the  north. 

Daring  the  first  half  of  the  period  comprehended  by  this  re- 
port, a  general  good  health  seemed  to  prevail.;  even  the  autumnal 
diseases,  which  might  have  been  expected  to  occur  during  the 
warm  weather,  such  as  cholera  and  bilious  fever,  were  not  often 
seen;  and  all  the  contagions  were  nearly  dormant.  Of -the 
eighteen  cases  of  fever  at  the  head  of  the  list,  only  one  exhibited 
any  approximation  to  the  typhoid  character:  four  or  five  of  them 
might  be  classed  under  the  denomination  of  synochus  biliosa ; 
but  the  remainder  were  slight,  and  of  short  duration,  without 
4uiy  considerable  derangement  of. the  gastric  organs,  and  without 
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my  affection  of  the  head.    In  some  of  the  uncleanly  parts  of 
Clerkenwell  and  St  Luke's,  beyond  the  district  of  our  dispensa- 
ry, several  instances  of  typhus  have  occurred,  and  some  of  the 
patients  were  received  into  the  House  of  Recovery  under  my  •!!- 
perintendance,  after  part  of  their  families  had  been  earried  off: 
but  I  have  not  learnt  that  it  has  existed  in  any  other  district  of 
London.     The  rains  and  fegs  of  the  last  six  weeks,  however, 
lutve  multiplied  diseaseis,  more  especially  those  of  the  chest  and 
of  the  bowels,  to  a  considerable  extent.     One  half  of  the  acute 
catarrhs,  and  three-fourths  of  the  peripneumonies  and  chronic 
catarrhs,  have  been  admitted  within  the  present  month.     Chil- 
dren have  suffered  most  particularly  from  pneumonic  affections 
of  great  severity,  and  in  some  instances  fatally :  for  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  pneumonic  inflammation,  the  fever 
began  to  assume  a  low  type ;  the  tongue  became  loaded  with  a 
thick  brown  crust;  the  alvine  excretions  became  muddy  smd 
offensive,  increasing  above  the  quantity  of  the  ingesta ;  and  all 
nourishment  was  refused ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  cough 
was  extremely  distressing,  and  the  dyspnoea  very  great.     Tne 
children  of  persons  in  better  circumstances  have  been  equally  af- 
fected by  this  form  of  disease  with  those  who  are  brought  to  dis- 
pensaries.    I  have  found  them  struggle  through  a  very  untoward 
course  of  symptoms,  where  leeches  and  blisters  were  applied  to 
the  chest,  even  so  late  as  the  fourth  dayt  and  the  bowels  daily 
unloaded  of  thpir  morbid  secretions  by  calomel,  (aided,  if  neces- 
sary, by  other  laxatives),  until  the  foecal  discharges  assumed  a 
more  natural  hue  and  odour;  while  small  doses  of  squills,  ipeca- 
cuanha,  or  digitalis,   were  administered,    at  first  in  a  saline 
draught,  and  afterwards,  as  the  powers  of  the  constitution  be- 
gan to  fail,  in  a  little  camphor  mixture,  or  some  gently  cordial 
vehicle,  which  seem  to  aid  the  expectoration,  as  well  as  to  sup- 
port the  strength.     Light  nourishing  liquids  were  at  the  same 
lime  given  often  in  small  quantities.     These  cases,  after  follow- 
ing the  course  of  an  ordinary  gastric  or  low  nervous  fever,  did 
not  generally  terminate  in  less  than  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 
This  form  of  disease  is  still  prevalent ;  and,  in  several  families, 
more  than  one  child  has  been  attacked  with  it. 

In  adults,  diarrhoea  has  been  prevalent,  together  with  the 
symptoms  of  catarrh,  in  a  great  number  of  instances;  so  that,  be- 
sides the  number  of  cases  set  down  under  the  head  of  diarrhoea, 
several  of  those  under  the  head  of  catarrh  were  also  affected  with 
this  disorder  of  the  bowels.  The  cases  of  dysentery  have  not 
been  very  severe  ;  in  only  four  of  them  was  there  any  discharge 
of  blood  with  the  evacuations.  The  instances,  in  which  the 
ueadach  was  the  principal  subject  of  complaint,  have  been  nu- 
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meronsy  and  the  great  majority  of  them  were  connected  with 
constipated  bowels,  and  relieved  by  restoring  the  r^ular  evacua- 
tion, and  amending  the  state  of  the  stomach.  The  rest  were 
chiefly  rheumatic  afrections  of  the  integuments  of  the  cranium,  or 
of  the  muscles  of  the  face  and  neck.  The  case  of  apoplexy  was 
a  metastasis,  to  use  a  common  phrase,  of  acute  rheumatism,  and 
terminated,  as  such  metastases  but  too  commonly  do,  fatally. 

The  case  of  erythema  papulatum,  *  consisting  of  large  difiuse 
patdies,  of  an  irregular  ngure,  of  a  vivid  red  colour,  but  with  a 
iivid  tint  in  the  central  parts,  (at  the  period  when  I  first  saw  it^ 
the  papulae  having  then  disappeared),  was  attended  with  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  fever,  for  six  or  seven  days,  with  acute  pains 
and  great  tenderness  of  the  limbs :  these  symptoms  gradually  di- 
minished, and  the  eruption  desquamated  in  somewhat  less  than 
a  fortnight.  The  colour  was  considerably  more  vivid  than  the 
representation  in  Dr  Willan's  plate.  The  case  of  purpura  urti- 
cans, which  is  well  represented  by  Dr  Willan,  f  was  accompa- 
nied with  a  most  acute  pain  in  the  belly,  with  constipation  and 
fever,  which  supervened  after  the  eruption  had  continued  about 
a  week,  in  which  state  the  patient  was  bled,  with  immediate  re- 
lief to  the  pain  and  fever,  and  the  bowels  were  soon  afterwards 
unloaded :  but  this  state  was  succeeded  by  several  attacks  of  vio- 
lent spasmodic  pain  in  the  stomach,  which  required  powerful 
opiates  for  its  relief.  The  patient  very  slowly  recovered  under 
the  use  of  cordials  and  tonics.  No  cause  could  be  assigned  for 
either  of  these  disorders. 

Three  cases  of  a  chronic  cutaneous  disease,  attended  with  con-^ 
siderable  constitutional  derangement,  deserve  to  be  noticed,  prin* 
cipally  with  a  view  to  the  diagnosis ;  for  it  bears  a  close  resem- 
blance to  a  syphilitic  form  of  eruption  in  many  respects.  It  con- 
sists of  an  extensive  eruption  of  circular  tubercles,  or  slightly  ele- 
vated spots,  with  a  flat  smooth  surface^  of  a  reddish  brown  colour. 
These  spots  are  all  nearly  of  equal  diameter,  (except  on  the  fore- 
head, where  they  are  smaller),  not  much  exceeding  the  superfi- 
cies of  a  split  pea,  and  so  thickly  set,  upon  the  arms  and  face,  as 
to  leave  but  little  interstice  of  healthy  cuticle :  on  the  chest  and 
body  they  are  less  numerous  and  close.  On  all  these  parts,  the 
surface  of  the  spots  remains  smooth,  showing  a  tendency  to  de- 
squamate, but  not  actually  forming  scales^  but,  on  the  legs,  whero 
the  spots  are  larger,  and  thinly  dispersed,  they  assume  the  ordi- 

•  See  Dr  Willan's  Treadle  on  Cutaneous  Diseases,  Ord.  III.  Gen.  6.  spec.  4, 
*nd  Plate  xxxL  Rg.  1.  >  ^        I 

t  Ibid.    OkL  III.  Gen.  5.  and  Plate  xxx.  Fig.  1. 
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paty  a|>pe«r8nce  of  psoriasis  guiiaia^  ^  e,  e.  ef  while  sealer  adhcr* 
log  to  a  red  surface.  On  the  forefaeadi  about  the  roots  of  the 
hair,  they  are  smaller  and  more  acumioatedf  like  small  vari^ 
Connected  with  this  eruption,  there  has  been  sore  throat,  with 
whitish  specks  on  the  tonsils ;  |M)ine  degree  of  ophthahnia,  espe-' 
cially  of  the  tarsi ;  a  considerable  languor  aod  d^ressioa  of 
strength,  and  loss  of  appetite ;  with  a  quickened  and  feeble  pulse^ 
and  much  pain  in  the  limbs.  The  disorder  occurred  in  two  wo- 
men and  a  man,  in  none  of  whom  had  there  been  any  {Hrimary 
syphilitic  symptoms ;  neither  was  there  any  tendency  to  pastule 
or  ulceration,  as  in  syphilitic  eruptions :  yet,  in  on^  of  the  wo- 
men, it  appeared  to  originate  from  contagion  i  for  it  first  ap- 
peared in  her  husband,  m  whom  it  was  said  to  have  remained 
six  weeks,  during  the  last  fortnight  of  which  it  began  to  af^ar  nk 
her,  and  continued  during  the  same  period,  as  wdl  as  in  the  twa 
other  patients.  In  its  da:Iine,  the  spots  gradually  contract  m 
size,  leavinff  larger  interstices,  which  assume  a  more  natural  co< 
k>ur,  (for  the  skm  itself  is  brownish  in  the  height  of  the  disease), 
and  the  spots  thus  diminish  until  they  entirely  disappear.  The 
patients  recovered,  without  the  use  of  anv  mercury,  taking  the 
mineral  acids  alone,  or  combined  with  bark  or  sarsaparilh ;  and| 
in  the  last  instance,  while  using  the  sarsaparilla  only. 

On  showing  one  of  these  cases  to  my  much  respected  tcH* 
league,  Mr  John  Pearson,  he  pronounced  them  decidedly  nol; 
syphilitic,  notwithstanding  the  similarity  of  the  appearances,  e-* 
specially  on  the  forehead ;  and  observed  that  he  had  found  tliif 
species  of  eruption  infectious  by  contact.  He  is  disposed  to  re- 
fer it  to  scrofula. 

Bedfard^Rcfw^  N&oember  SO,  1811.  T.  B. 


*  In  this  account  1  have  referred  the  eruption  to  psoriasis :  but  on  the  upper 
parts  tff  the  body,  where  it  is  simply  tubercular,  it  would  seem  to  be  more  correctlj 
^arranged  under  vitiligo. 


Iglff. 
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A  TdhU  i^thi  principal  Diseases  in  one  of  his  Majesti/s  sloops  of 
war,  complemeiit  121  men^Jrorn  J}ecember  II,  1810,  to  Nor 
V0mber^f  181  !•    By  William  Davies,  Surgeon. 


DisEAs;Ea. 

No.  of 

Sent  to 

t>ischarged 

Cases. 

Hospital 
1 

to  Duly. 

Febris           •        *  - 

11 

10 

Cynanche  tonsillaris 

12 

2 

PleuritLB 

6 

6 

Fneumoma 

4 

1 

3 

Catarrhus 

13 

13 

GaBtritis 

2 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

Rubeola 

1 

1 

Herpes  zoster 

1 

' 

1 

Dysenteria 

7 

7 

RJbemnatisinus 

4 

4 

7 

7 

Arthritis  rheumatica 

2 

2 

OpkthAhiiia 

1 

1 

■     ■  '  tarsi 

1 

1 

Haemoptysis 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea 

16 

, 

16 

Ascaris  lumbricoides. 

3 

. 

S 

Gonerrhoea 

10 

la 

Orchitis 

5 

5 

Lumbago 

1 

I 

Abscess 

5 

5 

Ulcers 

3 

1 

2 

Contusions  and  sprains 

10 

10 

Wounds  and  accidents 

5 

5 

Bums  and  scalds 

3 

3 

Pernio 

2 

2 

Earache 

2 

2 

Pkora 

2 

1 

1 

Paronychia 

2 

' 

2 

135 

7 

128 

None  Died.    None  Invalided. 

Bemaris. 

The  ship  sailed  from  Spithead  the  1st  of  January  1810.    The 

97eather  at  this  time  was  excessive  cold,  snowing  for  several  days 

.uccessively.     We  left  port  tolerably  healthy,  having  previously 

icnt  those  with  severe  and  acute  complaints  to  the  hospital  at 
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Haslar;  at  this  time  we  had  many  with  gonorrhcea;  and  the  cold 
weather  before  we  reached  Lisbon,  brought  on  a  number  of  ca« 
tarrhs  and  affections  of  the  breast,  which  did  well  under  a  slight 
antiphlogbtic  treatment.    In  many  of  the  gonorrhceal  cases,  the 
symptoms  disappeared,  and,  as  the  weather  became  milder,  re- 
turned  with  inflammation  of  a  testicle,  attended  in  some  with  a 
recurrence  of  the  discharge  from  the  urethra,  dysuria,  &c.  which 
very  soon  yielded  to  slight  mercurial  courses.     These  symptoms 
maybe  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  the  suppression  of  the  dis- 
charge in  cold  and  bad  weather,  particularly  as  the  men  were  not 
excused  from  duty,  when  they  applied  with  their  first  symptoms. 
One  very  obstinate  case  of  chronic  rheumatism,  accompanied  by 
eruptions  similar  to  erythema  mercurialc,  but  slighter,  and  with- 
out fever,  occurred  in  a  marine  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  ship 
Triumph,  at  the  time  her  crew  was  afiected  by  the  mercury  sav- 
ed from  the  Spanish  ships  wrecked  at  Cadiz,  and  who,  with  many 
others,  were  sent  to  the  hospital.     I  tried  the  nitric  acid,  till  he 
had  taken  200  drops  in  the  course  of  the  day,  but  without  much 
Success.     We  remained  very  healthy  the  most  part  of  summer ;  in 
the  latter  end  of  July  and  August,  however,  diarrhcea  and  dysen- 
tery were  somewhat  prevalent,  which  can  be  accounted  for  only 
(as  far  as  I  believe)  from  constant  heat  and  dews  at  night     The 
thermometer  in  the  sun,  100;  in  the  shade,  76  to  80  Ft.  on  an 
average.     They  were  not  contagious,  as  very  little  fever  was  pre- 
sent in  some,  in  others  not  any,  though  many  of  them  had  severe 
griping  and  tenesmus,  and  passed,  several  days  together,  slime,  or 
mucus  and  blood.     Scybalae,  when  passed,  were  always  attended 
with  relief.     I  hope  not  to  be  accused  of  vanity  in  giving  an  opi- 
nion of  these  two  diseases,  as  th^  hitherto  have  come  under  my 
own  observation.  Several  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  appear 
different  states  of  the  same  disease ;  where  one  has  been  prevalent 
in  some  degree,  the  other  has  appeared  also : — To  confirm  this, 
in  some  cases  the  patients  had  frequently  loose Jbscal  stools f  preced- 
ed by  pains  in  the  bowels,  unattended  with  any  tenesmus  for  se- 
veral days,  and  then  were  affected  with  symptoms  that  more  essen- 
tially constitute  dysentery  $  frequent  inclination  to  stool,  with  te^ 
nesjnuSf  little  or  no  evacuations  ;  if  any,  they  were  coagulated 
mucus,  and  watery »  or  mucus  and  blood,  and  occasionally  scyba- 
lae;  when  these  oecame  mitigated^  the  symptoms  were  those 
first  mentioned,  and  generally  comprehended  under  diarrhoea. 
Both  got  well  by  the  same  treatment,— opiates  and  purgatives 
combined.     I  experienced  great  benefit  from  the  use  of  digitalis 
in  a  case  of  haemoptysis.     On  the  whole,|  we  may  be  considered 
to  have  been  very  healthy.     We  are  just  returned  from  the  south* 

ward ;  the  few  that  now  apply  are  a£fected  with  catarrhs. 

'  Plymouth ^  Nov.  SO,  1811. 
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Pharmaceutical  and  Medical  Observations,^  communicated  to  Dr 
Kellie  by  James  Cassils,  M.  D.  Physician,  KendaL 

1.     Black  Drop. 

The  late  learned  Dr  Parr,  in  his  excellent  Medical  Dictionary, 
thinks  that  neither  of  the  preparations  of  opium  that  I  gave  you 
an  account  of,  in  the  first  volume  of  your  Journal,  is  the  ge- 
nuine black  drop :  Perhaps  it  may  be  so,  particularly  with  the 
tincture  prepared  from  rectified  spirit,  and  it  may  differ  in  some 
trivial  respects  from  the  other  with  vegetable  acid  ;  but  1  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  equally  efficacious  with  that  medicine. 

There  is  an  article  in  the  2d  volume  of  the  abridged  edition 
of  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  which  induces  me  to  believe, 
that  the  famous  Van  Helmont  was  the  original  inventor  of  thin 
remedy.     I  think  it  unnecessary  to  quote  the  formula. 

ssssssa 

2.  Tincture  of  Lavender. 
Although  this  medicine  may  not  be  reckoned  of  much  use, 
yet  as  it  has  a  place  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeias,  and  as  it  is 
of  some  consequence  to  facilitate  pharmaceutical  operation^  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following  formula,  it  being,  in  my 
judgment,  as  good  as  any  other,  and  prepared  without  any  arti- 
cle undergoing  the  process  of  distillation. 
5i  Cort.  cinnamom.  lauri  §ij. 

Caryophil.  aromat.  §j. 

Nucis  myristicae  mochat.  §ss. 

Ol.  volat.  lavend.  spicae  Siij*  ^ 

— — rosimarin.  officinal.  3i> 

Lig.  pterocarp.  Santolin.  |ss. 

Alcoholis, 

" — '^         diluti,  utrlusque  lb.  ij.    Macera  per  dies  sep- 
tem,  et  c<da.  ■'■"■  ■■' 

3.  On  the  Sidvent  Powers  of  Milk. 
Amongst  the  various  solvents  of  camphor,  and  those  sub- 
stances called  gum-resins,  there  is  one  which  I  have  not  found 
mentioned  by  any  writer  on  chemistry  or  the  Materia  Medica 
that  I  am  acquainted  with,  namely,  milk.  By  triturating  cam- 
phor with  milk,  it  is  nearly  as  readily  dissolved  as  with  rectified 
spirit;  and  this  property!  apprehend  does  not  altogether  depend 
upon  the  cream  constituting  one  of  its  component  parts ;  for 
skimmed  milk%  whey,  and  the  coagulable  matter  obtained  by 
spontaneous  separation,  are  more  or  less  solvents  of  camphor. 
The  latter,  when  dried,^  and  made  into  a  pulp  with  distilled  water, 
dissolves  it  in  considerable  quantity,  and  forms  a  beautiful  white 
Kolution.  As  the  above  fact  is  not  generally  known,  I  beg  leave 
to  suggest,  that  it  may  be  of  considerable  u^e  in  performing 
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some  pharmaceutical  operations,  and  particularly  where  economy 
is  an  object,  as  in  infirmaries  and  other  charitable  institutions  ; 
for  instance,  the  emulsio  camphorata  may  be  very  readily  pre- 
pared in  this  manner. 

B  Camphor.  Sss. 

Lactis  Taccini  3iv*    Solve,  et  adde 
Aq.  fontanae  ^viiss. 

In  this  preparation,  none  of  the  camphor  is  lost  by  precipita* 
tion.  Again,  in  preparing  the  tinctura  opii  camphorata,  I  have 
sabstituted  the  milk  for  proof  spirit,  and  find  it  very  useful  in 
coughs,  when  I  think  an  opiate  necessary ;  nay,  it  is  perhaps  a 
more  safe  medicine;  for  the  spirit,  that  forms  a  principal  article 
in  the  common  paregoric  elixir,  is  more  frequently  calculated  to 
CKcite  coughing  than  to  remove  it. 

Farther,  when  the  external  application  of  camphor  is  wished 
for,  without  the  addition  of  alcohol,  it  may  be  very  easily  applied 
in  the  following  embrocation,  which  may  be  callea  lac  camphora- 
tum  cum  sapone. 

9>  Camphor.  |j. 
Lactis  vaccini  f  iv. 
Saponis  mollis  ^.     M. 

Lastly,  cream  forms  an  elegant  liniment  with  camphor^  which 
is  not  soluble  in  water. 

From  this  property  of  milk  in  dissolving  camphor,  I  was  led  to 
try  its  effects  on  the  gum-resins,  and  found  that  it  dissolved  as- 
safcetida,  gum  ammoniac,  guaiacum,  and  myrrh,  sooner  than 
water ;  and  I  think  it  a  better  vehicle  for  the  administration  of 
these  remedies,  as  it  not  only  forms  a  more  perfect  solution,  but 
renders  their  taste  less  unpleasant.  Milk  also  dissolves  rosin  and 
pitch,  balsam  of  Peru  and  Tolu  in  small  quantities.  By  the  pro- 
secution of  these  experiments,  I  have  no  doubt  but  soime  of  your 
ingenious  correspondents  may  be  able  to  throw  farther  light  on 
the  above  interesting  facts. 


4.  Scrqfulous  Ulcers. 
Notwithstanding  the  number  of  remedies  recommended  by 
practical  writers  for  the  cure  of  scrofulous  ulcers,  unconnectea 
with  caries  of  the  bones,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  by  for  the  ma- 
jor part  are  useless,  and  that  not  one  is  to  be  entirely  depend* 
ed  upon.  But,  alter  some  experience,  1  beg  leave  to  call  the  at* 
tention  of  my  professional  brethren  to  an  external  application, 
which  I  flatter  myself  is  justly  entitled  to  their  confidence;  for 
neither  myself,  nor  those  of  my  friends  who  are  acquainted 
with  it,  have  ever  been  disappointed.  It  is  nothing  else  than  a 
strong,  sometimes  a  saturated  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  in 
water.    I  order  linen  rags  to  be  dipt  into  as  strong  a. solution  as 
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the  patient  can  bear,  and  applied  to  the  sore  two  or  three  timet 
a*  day.  If  it  causes  considerable  smarting,  (which  is  often  the 
case  at  first),  I  desire  the  patient  to  moisten  the  rag  over  the 
part  affected  with  cold  water,  till  the  pain  is  rendered  more 
tolerable,  an4  by  degrees  to  apply  the  strong  solution,  as  direct- 
ed, whfle  the  disease  remains.  Sometimes  a  slight  discharge  of 
blood  takes  place,  and  at  other  times  a  few  pimples  appear  round 
the  margin  of  the  ulcer ;  but,  generally  speaking,  in  a  few  days, 
an  healuy  action  of  all  the  diseased  part  takes  place,  genuine  pus 
is  discharged,  sound  granulations  are  formed,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
cicatrization  is  completed. 

In  the  worst  cases  that  have  come  under  my  card,  no  internal 
remedies  were  administered,  so  that  the  whole  eiKcacy  of  curing 
scrofulous  sores,  rests  with  the  strong  solution  of  sulphate  of 
zinc ;  and  I  cannot  avoid  saying,  that  the  above  species  of  ulcer 
will  be  no  longer  considered  an  opprobrium  to  the  healing  art. 
For  the  knowledge  of  this  invaluable  remedy,  I  am  indebted  to 
Mr  SomerviHe,  an  excellent  surgeon  to  the  General  Infirmary, 
Stafford. 

Since  I  have  ^written  the  above,  I  have  seen  the  second  edition 
of  Mr  Key's  Practical  Surgery,  and  am  happy  to  add,  that  my  ex- 
perience of  the  good  eflfects  of  this  medicine  are  corroborated  by 
that  gentleman.  He  indeed  only  recommends  a  weak  solution  of 
this  metallic  salt,  vi%.  3ss.  in*  a  pint  of  water,  to  which  is  added, 
an  ounce  of  spirit  of  rosemary,  and  a  dram  of  spirit  of  lavender ; 
and,  eiren  in  that  dOuted  state,  it  is  found  to  possess  very  active 
powers.  -■'  '  ■* 

'  Imposition  practised  upon  the  Editors. 

It  is  with  the  most  painful  feelings,  that  we  have  now  to  call 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  a  most  unwarrantable,  and  almost 
incredible  transaction.  About  the  middle  of  June,  when  the 
last  sheet  of  our  Journal  for  July  was  at  press,  we  received 
a  letter,  purporting  to  be  a  communication  from  Mr  Simmons 
of  Manchester,  ana  signed  with  his  name.  Having  no  reason 
to  suspect  its  authenticity,  and  never  dreaming  of  imposition,  we 
took  the  opportunity  of  the  press  being  accidentally  stopt,  to 
announce,  in  a  part  of  the  impression,  its  receipt.  Unluckily 
none  of  these  Numbers,  in  which  this  notice  was  inserted,  went 
to  Manchester,  otherwise  the  deception  might  have  been  disco- 
vered in  time  to  have  prevented  the  trick  from  taking  effect. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  publication,  we  were  astoni&hed, 
and  mortified,  by  receiving  a  letter  from  Mr  Simmons,  informing 
ns,  that  the  communication  was  riM  written  by  him ;  that  the 
whole  was  Kfabrication ;  and  the  affixing  his  name  to  it  &  forgery. 

It  instantly  became  our  duty  to  use  every  means  in  our 
power  to  discover  the  author;  to  declare  publicly  our  send- 
menti  of  the  transactSditi ;  and  to  redress,  so  &r  as  we  can,  the 
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injury  we  have  been  made  the  instruments  of  doing  to  Mr  Sim^ 
mons's  feelings  and  professional  reputation. 

But  Mr  Siniinons  is  not  the  only  person  injured  by  this  un- 
principled transaction  ;  both  we,  the  editors,  and  the  professioa 
at  large,  have  been  grossly  abused. 

We  trust  that  the  instance  is  solitary  with  regard  to  us,  and 
very  rare  in  general.  Were  &uch  conduct  frequent,  the  credit 
of  all  Journalists  must  be  effectually  destroyed,  and  the  public 
would  justly  withdraw  its  confidence  from  them.  Upon  the  inj ury 
done  to  the  profession  at  large  we  need  not  expatiate,  for  even 
the  subscription  of  a  respectable  name  would  no  longer  be  suffi- 
cient to  give  authenticity  to  their  communications;  and  the 
false  proverb,  **  medical  facts ^  medical  lies,  "  which  has  hitherto 
been  uttered  only  by  the  designing  or  the  thoughtless,  might 
then  hecome  a  truth. 

The  imposition  is  equally  calculated  to  injure  the  reputation 
of  a  respectable  individual,  of  ourselves,  and  of  the  profession; 
and  we  are  all  interested  in  detecting  and  exposing  to  universal 
indignation  its  author. 

So  far  as  Mr  Simmons  is  personally  concerned,  we  have  great 
pleasure  in  making  public  the  verv  satisfactory  resolutions  of 
the  Weekly  Board,  and  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Manchester  Infir- 
mary. In  the  sentiments  which  they  express,  we,  in  common 
with  every  person  jealous  of  the  honour  of  the  profession,  hearti- 
ly concur.  »■  -■ 

No.  1. — To  the  Trustees  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary. 

Gendemen — With  permission,  I  will  lay  before  you  the  last 
Num'ber  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  It 
contains  an  article,  purporting  to  have  come  from  me,  of  the 
existence  of  which  I  was  totally  ignorant,  till  it  was  pointed  out- 
to  me  in  the  Journal. 

This  letter  ia  a  Forgery. 

But,  as  a  case  of  lithotomy  did  occur  at  the  infirmary,  ia 
September  1810,  manifestly  aJQuded  to  by  the  writer,  his  false- 
hood shall  next  appear  upon  indubitable  proofs. 

In  that  case,  the  section  of  the  bladder  was  made  with  the 
gorget ;  but  the  stone  was  extracted  at  the  time  of  the  operation, 
without  any  enlargement  of  the  wound.  This  proof  is  in  itseli 
sufficient;  but  it  is  still  fiirther  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that, 
during  the  operation,  from  certain  obstacles  that  presented,  th^ 
stafi"  was  reintroduced  into  the  bladder,  to  serve  as  a  guide  to 
the  forceps,  which  led  to  the  immediate  removal  of  the  stone. 
From  this  it  is  absolutely  certain,  that  the  gorget  had  not  taken^ 
an  improper  direction,  as  falsely  insinuated  at  the  conclusion, 
of  the  forged  letter :  and  consequently  no  blame  is  imputable 
to  the  operation. 

Butj.  from  internal  evidefice,  the  letter  was  writteni  or  the  ma^ 
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terials  for  it  were  supplied,  by  a  person  who  was  present  at  that 
operation.  On  this  ground  it  is,  and  not  on  any  personal  con- 
sideration, that  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  the  business 
to  your  notice. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c« 
George  Street^  ISth  November^  1811.  W.Simmons. 

No.  2. — Manchester  Infirmary^  Sd  December ^  181 1* 
I>ear  Sir — I  have  much  pleasure  in  obeying  the  orders  of  the 
^Weekly  Board  of  the  25th  ult.  in  transmitting  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  the  18th  November,  and  of 
the  Faculty  connected  with  the  charity  thereupon. — I  am,  very 
truly,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c.  J.  Hibb£kt. 

W.  SimmonSi  Esq.  Sur^eon^  Manchester. 

e=B=9 

No.  S. — Manchester  Infirmary  Weekly  Boards  18.  N&oember  1811. 

Mr  Simmons  having  sent  a  letter  to  the  Board,  respecting  a 
letter  which  had  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  of 
October  last,  purporting  to  be  written  by  Mr  Simmons,  but 
which  Mr  Simmons  declares  is  a  forgery,  and  that  it  contains  a 
gross  misrepresentation  of  the  operation  which  was  performed 
at  this  infirmary ; 

Resolved  unanimously, 

That  it  appears  to  this  Board,  by  the  foregoing  communication 
firom  Mr  Simmons,  that  the  object  and  tendency  of  the  forged 
letter  was  to  lessen  the  professional  character  of  Mr  Simmons ; 
and,  he  being  one  of  the  Faculty  connected  with  this  hospital, 
that  its  reputation  and  success  might  consequently  be  injured. 

That  it  must  have  been  written  by  some  person  present  at  the 
operation,  or  by  some  one  to  whom  such  person  related  the  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  therefore  proves,  that  there  has  been  a  breach 
of  that  confidence  which  is  placed  in  every  attendant  upon  ope- 
rations. And,  that  this  Board  is  always  anxious  to  support  the 
Faculty  in  the  unrestrained  exercise  of  their  duty,  and  in  the 
maintenance  of  their  professional  character,  upon  which  the  wel- 
fare of  the  charity  so  much  depends. 
Resolved  unanimously. 

That  a  copy  of  Mr  Simmons's  letter  to  the  Board,  together 
with  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  laid  before  a  meeting  of  the  Fa- 
culty, specially  to  be  convened  for  that  purpose ;  with  an  assur- 
ance that  this  Board  will  be  very  glad  if  the  Faculty  can  suggest 
any  means  by  which  the  author  of  so  infamous  a  transaction  may 
be  discovered. 

Resolved  unanimously, 

That  the  secretary  be  directed  immediately  to  take  the  usual 
steps  to  procure  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty,  agreeably  to  the  fore- 
going resolution.  James  Hibbeut,  Chairman, 
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Resolved,  JVeeHi^  Boards  2fiih  Nctomher,  !81l. 

That  so  soon  8«  the  resolutions  of  the  Faculty,  consequent  upon 
fte  communication  made  to  them  by  the  Board,  last  wepk,  are  iu 
possession  of  the  treasurer,  that  he  be  authorized  to  thtnsmit  a 
copy  of  the  same,  and  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Board, 
to  Mr  Simmons,  as  the  reply  of  the  Board  to  his  letter  of  the 
i8th  instant.  James  Hibbert,  Chairman. 

At  a  meeting  dl  the  Facul^  beionging  to  this  hospital,  sum- 
moned at  the  request  of  the  Weekly  Board,  and  held  NovBmber 
S2d,  1811,  Present, 

Dr  Bardsley,    Dr  Henry,     Dr  Winstanley,     Mr  Hamihon. 
Resolved  unanimously, 

Ist^  That  this  meeting  highly  disapprove  of  the  publication  of 
v^hich  Mr  Simmons  has  complained  in  his  letti&r  to  the  Weekly    \ 
Board ;  and  that  they  consider  it  not  only  as  a  violation  of  profes- 
sional honour  and  confidence,  but  as  an  insidious  and  unwar- 
rantable attack  on  Mr  Simmons's  professional  character. 

2c/,  That,  notwithstanding  our  sense  of  its  extreme  impro- 
priety and  injustice,  we  are  not  aware  of  any  measure,  which  it 
is  within  our  province  to  take  for  the  discovery  of  the  writer,  or 
that  we  can  do  any  thing  more  than  express  our  strong  condem- 
nation of  the  forgery,  and  of  the  motives  by  ^ich  its  author 
has  been  actuated. 

Sd,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  sent  to  such  of  the  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  connected  with  the  ho^ital,  as  have  not  at« 
tended  this  meeting,  and  also  the  communication  from  the  Boards 
with  Mr  Simmons's  letter.  S.  A.  Bakdsixt,  Chairman. 

Gavin  Hamilton,        J.  A.  Ransome,         Wm.  Henry, 

John  Thorpe,  J.  Ainsworth,  Wm.  Winstanley^ 

John  Mitchell,  Edward  Holme. 

Theatre  of  Anatormf^  Barilett  Courts  Holbom. 

Mr  Armiger,  surgeon-extraordinary  to  bis  Eoyal  Highaess 
the  Duke  of  Kent,  and  surgeon  to  the  Eastern  Dispensary,  will 
commence  his  spring  course  of  lectures  on  Anatomy,  Physiobgy, 
and  Surgery,  on  Monday,  20th  January. 

Practical  Anatomy,  and  Demonstrations,  10  in  the  morniiig* 
— Particulars  may  be  known  by  applying  at  Mr  Armiger's,  17 
London  street,  l^onchurch  street,  or  to  Mr  Higliley,  medical 
bookseller,  24  Fleet- street. 

London  Hospital. 
^  pr  Buxton's  spring  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Me- 
dicine, will  be  commenced  about  January  20th. 

JS;rrarum.-^Page  19,  Hue  28»  for  acetabvlft  read  tbyroidal  foiftmUUW 
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Some  Observations'  on  Irai^-susikipHon;  "with  an  Engrcmng.    Bf 
Mr  HowsHip,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  London^ 

/^ASES  in  which  sdme  parts  of  the  intestinal  canal  are  lbund'a& 
^  ter  death  to  be  in  a  state  of  intiis-susceptioni  are  not  very 
infrequent  tn  many  instances^  from  the  preTailing  laxity  in 
the  general  muscular  structure  of  the  bowels,  there  is  every  rea^ 
son  to  suppose^  that  in  certain  constitutions  this  state  may  re- 
peatedly occur  without  the  least  inconvenience,  the  parts  bein^ 
restored  to  their  proper  relations  whenever  solid  contents  hap- 
pen to  pass,  in  their  way,  through  the  intestines.  This  accident, 
however,  in  a  habit  of  body  possessed  of  much  tone^  and  dispos-^ 
ed  to  inflammatory  action,  is  productive  of  consequences  gene- 
rally, if  not  always,  fatal.  Tlie  obstructed  portion  of  the  bowel 
becomes  a  cause  of  great  irritation  in  the  canal,  and,  when  in* 
flammation  has  oiice  come  upon. parts  so  circumstanced,  the  pa^ 
tient  scarcely  ever  escapes  death. 
rou  yiiu  KQ,  20.  z^ 
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The  small  intestines  are  much  more  liable  to  fiJI  into  this  state 
than  the  large ;  and,  upon  thb  account,  it  has,  by  many  practi- 
tioners, been  considered  as  a  complaint  which  ia  in  every  instance 
without  remedy.  But  we  know  by  experience,  that  now  and 
then  the  rectum  has  been  found  obstructed  firom  this  cause;  and» 
however  rare  sych  examples  may  be,  they  are  certainly  worthy 
of  attentive  observation,  and  ought  to  be  considered  highly  in- 
teresting in  a  practical  view,  the  lower  portion  of  the  bowel  be- 
ing, to  a  certain  degree,  within  die  reach  of  surgery. 

v^ith  regard  to  Uie  treatment  of  such  cases,  mechanical  dis- 
tension, by  the  injecting  of  warm  fluids,  has  been  proposed; 
but  althongh,  in  the  early  stage  of  the  complaint,  such  a  plan 
may  be  capable  of  doing  good,  it  has  been  tried,  and  found  use- 
less, where  inflammation  nad  previously  established  itseK 

When  nitus-susception  occurs  low  down  in  the  rectum,  it  is 
presumed  that  its  existence  might  be  ascertained,  and  perhaps 
even  the  complaint  removed^  by  the  carefol  introduction  of  a 
bougie,  so  large  as  Co  occupy  the  usual  diameter  of  the  intestine^ 
and  so  curved  and  directed  as  to  folkrw  the  natural  turns  of  the 
gut,  almost  up  to  its  superior  flexure  towards  the  colon*  Such 
an  operation,  nowever,  to  be  dexterously  performed,  requires  an 
accurate  idea  of  the  situation  and  extent  of  the  intestine,  in  or- 
der that  the  surgeon  may  be  able  to  determine,  beforehand,  what 
size  and  length  of  the  instrument  will  be  necessary*  according  to 
the  age  of  the  patient,  to  answer  the  end  proposed. 

The  foUowmg  case  is  an  instance  in  which  this  mode  of  treat* 
ment  might  possibly  have  saved  the  patient;  but  unfortunately 
the  real  cause  of  the  child's  death  was  not  suspected,  till  the  dis- 
'  ease  was  found  upon  examination  of  the  body. 

jt  Case  of  IniuS'SUsception  of  the  Rectum. 
In  July  1800,  a  fine  healthy  female  child,  at  the  breast,  was 
four  months  old,  when  it  was  first  observed  that  there  was  oc- 
casional sickness  at  stomach.  This  sickness  soon  became  more 
freqfuent,  and  induced  the  mother  of  the  child  to  conclude  that 
fhe  milk  disagreed.  Light  food,  therefore,  in  various  forms,  was 
substituted ;  but  this  was  found  to  agree  no  better  than  the 
breast-milk  had  done  before  it.  Every  thing  that  was  swallow- 
ed was  rejected  soon  afterwards. 

'  In  this  state,  tvith  little  variation,  the  infant  remained  for  the 
space  of  three  weeks,  when  a  small  quantity  of  blood  was  found 
upon  the  napkin,  passed  with  a  mucous  slimy  stool,  attended 
with  great  straining,  restlessness,  and  apparently  much  pain. 
The  parents,  being  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  blood,  im^le- 
diately  procured  medical  advice; 
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Gentle  aperients  were  now  ordered ;  but  they  could  not  be 
made  to  stay  on  the  stomach.  The  child  sickened,  and  the  phy- 
sic was  thrown  up.  After  various  ineffectual  trials,  as  it  appear- 
ed that  no  relief  was  likely  to  be  obtained  by  these  means,  a 
warm  relaxing  injection  was  ordered,  and  this  was  carefully 
thrown  up ;  but  the  nurse  said  it  all  returned  immediately  with- 
out bringing  any  thing  material  with  it.  The  foUowing  day  a 
second  injection  was  ordered^  and  given  with  no  more  effect  than 
the  first. 

Suspecting  that  there  might  have  been  some  want  of  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  nurse  to  explain  this  failure,  the  surgeon  de« 
termined  that  he  would  himself  ascertain,  whether  an  enema 
might  not  be  so  injected  as  to  operate  more  successfully^  He 
was,  however,  not  more  fortunate  than  the  nurse  had  been,  for 
bis  attempts  failed.  Finding  there  was  no  chance  of  procuring 
H  passage  by  the  bowels,  little  more  was  done  i  the  child  wa» 
directed  to  be  occasionally  immersed  in  warm  water,  and  this 
seemed  to  abate  the  heat  and  restlessness,  but  produced  no  per- 
manent relief. 

The  urgency  of  the  tenesmus,  the  inability  to  keep  any  thing 
Dn  the  stomach,  and  the  frequency  in  passing  blood,  all  continuecl 
to  increase  rather  than  decline,  attended  with  repeated  attacks  of 
most  violent  pain,  for  the  space  of  six  days  from  the  first  bleed- 
ing ;  when  the  infant  died,  exhausted  by  her  sufferings. 

On  examination  of  the  body,  the  following  were  the  appear-* 
ancestf  The  viscera  of  the  thorax  were  sound.  In  the  abdomen, 
the  stomach  was  apparently  healthy.  The  small  intestines  had 
evidently  suffered  considerably  from  inflammation,  and  were,  up-; 
on  several  parts  of  their  surface,  changed  from  a  florid  red  to  a 
dark  and  lurid  colour.  The  larg'e  intestines  appeared,  on  the 
first  glance,  to  be  involved  in  conmsion.  There  was,  however, 
no  difficulty  in  tracing  the  rectum  upward  from  the  pelvis,  where 
it  was  very  large,  and  felt,  when  pressed,  as  if  it  was  full  of  a 
dense  fiesny  substance. 

Upon  a  more  accurate  examination  of  these  parts,  it  appeared, 
that  the  lower  portion  of  the  colon,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
rectum,  had  passed  down  into  the  lower  extremity  of  the  gut^ 
jproducing  a  very  extensive  inflammation  of  the  rectum,  colpn, 
and  even  the  small  intestines.  The  degree  of  stricture  was  very 
considerable,  so  that  when  the  external  covering  of  the  intestine 
rectum  was  divided  with  a  pair  of  scissars,  the  contained  mass 
instantly  sprung  forward,  occupying  at  least  double  its  former 
space.  / 

The  villous  surface  of  the  projecting  e:&tremity  of  the  inverted 
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intestine  was  of  a  dark  and  gmmous  colour,  being  cotered  part- 
ly with  biood,  but  principally  with  a  ropy  mocoUs  matter. 

In  the  annexed  ngure,  the  parts  are  seen  as  they  appear  in  the 
wet  preparation ;  the  fectutn  was  cut  out  very  low  down  in  the 
pelvis ;  so  that  it  s^ems  probable,  that  the  bleeding  of  the  parts 
might,  in  this  case,  have  been  tendered  more  freauent,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  degree  of  accidental  violence  at  the  time  of  giv- 
ing the  injections ;  for  the  tube  could  scarcely  huve  entered  the 
Stt,  without  pressing  into  and  disturbing  the  inflamed  mass  of 
e  intestine.  The  extent  of  th^  intus-sosception  is  sufficiently 
apparent  upon  the  figure,  as  are  the  longitudinal  bands  of  the 
rectum. 

Mill  Street,  Hanaoer  Square^  t>ecembet  12)  iSll. 
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Oise<^  Canes  in  the  seccnd  Cervical  Vertebra,  4ind  consequent  Jtclc^ 
ture  of  its  Denttform  Proeess.  By  A»  O*  KniiaLL,  Aasiatatii* 
Sui^eoa,  2d  Battalion,  lifA  Regiment  of  Foot 

TIETiLLi AM  Walileu,  private  soldier,  aged  about  SO,  of  a  scro- 

^^  fulous  habit,  and,  to  make  use  of  his  own  expression, 
very  much  subject  to  swellings  round  the  neck,  which  he  said 
alternately  disappeared  and  returned,  sent  for  me  on  Sunday  the 
I2th  of  May  1811.  I  found  the  upper  and  posterioi"  part  of  hid 
neck  considerably  swelled  and  inflsimed,  without  any  constitu- 
tional derangement ;  he  Wds  free  from  fever,  and  said  that  no- 
thing but  the  pain,  which  was  produced  by  Swallowing  solid 
food,  denied  him  fuU  enjoyment  of  his  meals.  Upon  examining 
his  throat,  nothing  unnatural  could  be  discovered.  The  tumouf 
was  very  tense  and  painful,  and  the  patient  had  been  using  fo- 
mentations of  vinegar,  which  he  told  me  gave  him  ease.    I  bled 

him,  ordered  a  poultice  to  be  applied,  and  gave  sulph.  magnes. 

et  infus.  senn.  to  open  his  bowek. 

Monday. — He  nad  several  stools ;  appetite  continued  good. 

The  tumor  was  more  diffused,  and  patient  felt  much  relieved. 
Wednesday. — The  inflammation  and  swelling  subsided,  and 

the  patient's  general  health  was  as  unimpaired  as  6n  the  preced* 

ing  days;  so  much  so,  that  I  did  not  consider  him  as  a  subject 

for  the  hospital. 

Tbursday.^^Tbe  patient  complained  of  general  lassitude^  and 
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an  extraopjinary  luunbness  In  hifs  leg9>  wVldi  he  fqun^  unable  to 
mi^iport  bipi.  pulse  7^  in  ^  uiuuute,  aqd  soft.  His  head  wa9 
heat  forvrardt  and  X  thought  I  perceived  an  unusual  prownence 
of  the  Mfpejp  ^cervical  vertebr^.  I  asked  him  whether  he  had 
&Uep,  or  in  any  way  hurt  himself  i  he  answered  me  ip  the  nega^ 
<^ve ;  and  when  I  desired  him  0  hold  Hp  his  head,  be  s^id  he  had 
not  strength  to  keep  it  in  a  pjrouper  posture ;  and  some  of  his  coni'- 
s^s»  whQ  were  m-esent,  adoed^  that  ]?e  always  had  bad  a  stiff 
necky  and  carried  his  head  stooping.  I  repeated  the  question, 
whethw  he  was^eYtf:ain  that  he  bad  not  hurt  hi;»$elf ;  he  said  he 
was  ^ite  spre  his  had  not. 

Ob  Friday,  the  i7th,  I  was  alarmed  to  find  hira  in  a  paraly^ 
tic  state,  and  j^qapahife  of  thei%htest  motion.  Hi^  eouatenance 
waa*of  a  hvid  huet  and  he  $poke  with  difficuHy;  tjhe  extremities 
wetm  deprived  of  sensatio^n  and  their  natural  warmth.  Suppres- 
^an  of  urine  and  feees.  j^ivf  him  in  such  a  states  I  was  in« 
^ndy  st^i^c^  with  the  ideas  that  his  habit  of  stooping  might,  by 
the  con^tapt  presf^nre  of  fthe  odontoid  prooess  of  t^ie  dentatus  ion 
ike  txansve^^  l^ament  of  the  atlas,  have  Occasioned  an  absorp^ 
tion  of  this  lj^mieo^,ai)d  the  process,  thus  broken  loose,  by  com* 
|H-«s8ing  the  spinal  marrow,  produced  the  above  symptoms.  Par* 
ticular  care  was  taken  to  keep  the  patient's  head  in  its  natural 
and  upright  position,  and  he  was  taken  into  the  hospital;  although 
the  severity  of  the  symptoms  gave\not  the  least  hope  of  recovery 
by  the  only  means,  anchylosis  of  the  bones,  in  the  supposed  casa 
of  absorption,  or  rupture  of  the  transverse  ligament  of  the  first 
vertebra.  I  introduced  a  catheter,  and,  on  raising  the  patient 
in  the  bed  to  evacuate  the  urine  more  freely,  I  had  the  mortifi- 
cation to  see  him  suddenly  expire* 

Dissection^ — I  separated  from  the  neqk  of  the  deceased,  the 
three  uppermost  vertebrae,  in  order  to  be  able  to  examine  them 
more  minutely.  I  found  my  preconceived  opinion  of  the  nature 
and  cause  of  the  ilisease  erroneous,  but  that  the  dentiform  pro- 
cess of  ihe  second  vertebra  w»s  fractured  at  its  base,  havipgbeen 
attenuated  b}'  caries.  The  anterior  and  po&terior  surfaces  of  this 
process  were  corroded.  The  body  of  the  vertebra  itself  was 
9aarl^  destroyed  by  caries,  which  had  attacked  its  anterior  a^ 
well  as  posterior  surface ;  both  the  right  and  left  capsular  liga^ 
ment,  qonnepting  the  first  and  second  vertebra,  had  lost  their  in« 
ferior  hold*  The  internal  as  well  as  external  common  ligament 
of  the  yertebraB  destroyed  where  they  pass  over  the  second  ver- 
tebra, but  no  visible  injury  done  to  the  spinal  marrow  or  its 
membranes.  No  collection  of  matter  was  found  around,  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  th^  diseased  bones  and  this  caries  must  tberefore 
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have  been  of  that  kind  which  Richerand,  in  his  Nosographie 
Chirurgicale,  torn.  1.  p.  487,  mentions,  speaking  of  diseases  of 
the  vertebras.  He  says,  *'  D*autres  fois,  i'os  est  atteint  d'une 
carie  s^he,  esp^  de  vermoulure,  dans  laqudle  les  absorbans 
paroissent  s'etre  empar^s  de  ses  molecules,  de  maniere  qu'il  ne 
reste  aucun  debris  de  la  destruction."  On  making  the  incision 
through  the  integuments  and  muscles,  to  cut  out  the  vertebrae, 
purulent  matter  oozed  out  of  some  glands  lying  in  the  way  oJF 
the  scalpel. 

After  the  man's  death,  a  seijeant  related  to  me  the  following 
accident,  which  he  said  happen^  to  the  deceased  on  Sunday  the 
12th  (the  day  I  was  first  called  to  him.)  He  related,  that  Wal- 
ker, while  looking  on  some  persons  playing  at  fives,  suddenly 
threw  his  head  backwards,  on  the  ball  taking  a  direction  towards 
him,  and  immediately  exclaimed  to  the  serjeant,  that  he  felt  a9 
if  something  had  given  way  in  his  neck*  So  little  can  a  medi- 
cal man  sometimes  depend  on  his  patient's  veradty;  and  so 
liable  is  he  to  form  a  false  diagnosis !  Tlie  fear  of  being  laugh- 
ed at  by  his  comrades  for  having  brokien  his  neck,  was  perhaps  uiis 
unfortunate  man's  motive  for  concealing  the  truth,  which,  how- 
ever, in  this  instance,  proved  of  no  consequence  as  to  the  termn 
nation  of  the  disease. 

Malta^  6th  November ^  181 L 
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flistory  of  a  Fever  which  prevailed  in  the  Suburbs  of  Paisley;  *witk 
an  account  of  the  utility  of  Blood-letting  in  imperfect  crises t  slow 
convalescence,  and  littering  ailments.  By  James  Muib,  Sur« 
geon,  Paisley,  and  Member  of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Glasgow. 

IN  the  most  elevated  situation,  and  in  a  part  of  the  suburbs  to 
the  south  of  this  town,  chiefly  inhabited  by  working  people,  a 
fever  prevailed  in  January,  February,  and  March  1 8 1 1 .  During 
the  two  first  months,  the  weather  was  uncommonly  severe,  with 
almost  constant  alternations  of  snow,  sleet,  rain,  and  fi'ost,  so 
that  it  seldom  continued  in  the  same  state  for  24  hours  together. 
Of  thirteen  families  which  I  attended,  32  individuals  were 
[seized  with  fever,  only  one  of  whom  died.     This  patient  wa^ 
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veen  for  the  first  time  on  the  9th  day  of  the  disease,  and  died 
on  the  12th,  after  passing  a  great  quantity  of  grumons  blood,  by 
stooL 

The  fever  generdly  commenced  with  shivering;  in  some 
there  was  excruciating  pain  of  the  back,  and  in  others  severe 
iieadach ;  the  skin  was  dry  $  llie  tongue  loaded  or  very  red ;  the 
pulse  quick,  in  many  histances  almost  imperceptible,  and  in 
3ome,  for  many  days,  in  a  fluttering  state.  During  the  disease 
there  came  on  much  watchfulness,  deiiritim,  and  seeming  fatui- 
tv;  in  many  cases  there  was  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  in  a 
iew,  painlfiil  mictnrrtixira.  The  feces  were  commonly  brown^ 
thin,  and  very  fetid ;  in  many  instances,  the  bowels  were  loose, 
and  in  a  few  costive:  both  states  were  equally  benefited  by 
purgatives.  In  all  cases  there  was  great  prostration  of  strength, 
and  deep  sickness.  At  the  end  oi  fifteen  or  sixteen  days  from 
confinement,  signs  of  convalescence  were  observable,  though 
there  was  seldom  a  well  marked  crisis. 

The  faeadach  was  relieved  by  opening  the  temporal  artery  or 
jugular  vein,  and  blistering  xhe  back  of  the  neck.  Cold  affix* 
sion,  even  when  employed  on  the  first  day  of  attack,  did  not 
stop,  though  it  seemed  to  render  the  disease  milder.  Purgatives 
at  first,  and  laxatives  afterwards,  a£Porded  relief;  but  at  the  com- 
mencement, emetics  were  entitled  to  the  preference,  as  they 
sometimes  arrested  the  progress  of  the  disease  at  once,  and  in- 
variably moderated,  when  they  did  not  stop  its,  course. 

One-fourth  of  the  whole  number  relapsed,  and  the  conva? 
lescence  of  many  was  extremely  slow. 

Six  of  the  diirty-two  patients  continued,  after  the  ISth  day, 
without  any  mitigation  of  the  fever,  which  extended  in  some  of 
these  to  the  4lh  and  even  to  the  5th  week.  Two  of  Ihem  were 
much  distressed  with  headach,  one  of  whom  had  also  for  a  few 
days  slight  pain  in  the  breast ;  the  other,  who  was  at  times  in  a 
very  listless  drowsy  state,  with  flushed  face,  had  severe  pain  in 
the  lumbar  region ;  the  pulse,  in  both,  seldom  exceeded  100  ; 
was  feeble,  and  sometimes  fluttering.  Three  had  slight  cough, 
only  one  of  whom  had  any  pain  in  the  chest ;  but  they  all  com- 
plained of  a  sense  of  weight  or  oppression  at  the  pit  of  the 
stomach.  Havuig  failed  to  relieve  the  headach  and  oppressioii 
at  the  praecordia,  ^  purgatives,  saline  mixtures,  and  blisters,  I 
had  recourse  to  the  lancet,  in  hopes  of  diminishing  the  headach  ^ 
removing  the  load  from  the  praecordia,  and  of  giving  a  favour* 
able  direction  to  a  crisis.  The  quantity  of  blood  drawn' did  not 
exceed  1 1  ounces  in  any  case ;  and  in  none  was  it  necessary  to 
repeat  the  operation,  as  the  morbid  affections  of  the  head,  the 
dbesti  and  the  bellj^,  yielded  immediately,  or  «oon  after  the  bleed* 
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ingi  the  thirst  iibate^s  mi  tJ^Me  ifppetite  |^t^rp^  Ift 
fever,  when  no  cure  can  be  eSecXefl^  1  hav^  found  pinc^  I^lecd- 
ings  as  successful  as  in  the  present  instances,  for  relieving  qo^ 
pres^ion  at  the  pit  of  the  ^tomacbi  pain  of  4ie  bre^t,  and  <:^i^gh* 
They  have  been  often  of  gceatier  aa vantage  than  blijiters^  opiateB* 
iuid  all  expectorants,  and  indeed  will  oe  found  U3€^vil  in  all 
diseases  where  there  is  pai^  or  oppression  at  .the  pr^cordia^ 
In  some  other  .cases  of  fev^r,  I  have  found  it  Ji^ecessary  jtp  repeat 
the  venesection,  before  .the  pra^cordia  was  entir^dy  relieved*^  I0 
the  sixth  case,  where  there  were  nptuQh  tc^d/^n^ss  and  p^  ia 
the  abdomen,  and  the  stopls  were  of  a  browj^ish  iroloiur,  blopd- 
letting  was  not  employed,  but. a  xromibination  of  calp^nel  jm4^ 
ppium  removed  the  pain,  restored  the  above  discharge  to  a  nar 
tural  colour  .and  consibtence^  and  {xrocured  a  cri^s? 

Five  of  the  patients,  after  the  usual  period  of  (convalescence^ 
^ough  free  firom  fever,  made  almost  l?o  progress  to  cecoyrery^ 
One  of  them,  while  under  the  disease,  jras  i^ery  delirious,  aw 
cried  or  screamed  incessantly ;  he  was  d^a^  pas^  minvecoui; 
black  stools,  and  had  derived  some  relief  from  blistering-  Al* 
thoi^h,  after  the  fever,  he  took  his  food  well  for  sonie  weel^^ 
)ie  gained  neither  streng^  nor  appearance^  his  skin  was  bard,  bijr 
bowels  loofe,  and  ibis  temper  peevish  :.-r-a^er  ]i;>sing  a  &v  ounces 
of  blood,  he  was  daily  nourished  by  bis  fopd,  the  diaixbgea  in^ 
stantly  ceased,  and,  from  being  c^ti^emely  ^maciat^,  he  became 
soon  plump  a^  healthy.  Another  was  fireed  JGrom  general  de- 
bility^  aud  cured  of  cough*  by  the  detraction  of  ,eijght  ounces  of 
blood.  A  third  continued  to  languish  without  any  particular 
complaint  s  but  gradually  attsuned  health  and  sMiei^gth,  after  a 
moderate  bleedi^«  lu  the  .other  .two,  whp  were  young  mf»t 
about  fifteen  years  of  a^e,  the  appetite  and  healthy  ^yppearanoe 
fetumed  s  but  they  continued  statiouary  with  ]:espect.to  strei^gth^ 
and,  though  able  to  work  a  little,  were  soon  fatigued.  Blood- 
letting, to  the  extent  of  nine  ounces,  was  followed  by  the  sani$ 
happy  effects  as  in  the  three  .preceding  cases ;  and  jou/e  jof  Jih^se 
patients  was  almost  instantly  reliewd  from  a  strong  palpitation 
at  the  heart,  a  symptom  which  I  have  observed  in  otn^r  cases  as 
a  sequel  to  fever.  Of  these  five  patWita,  only  one  was  bUd 
flurmg  the  course  of  the  fever. 

Though  fever  sometimes  proves  a  cure  for  other  diseases,  y^ 
we  often  hear  patients  date  the  commencement  of  some  chronic 
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•        '  ^*    -^^ature  could  qot  repair  the  injury,  or  remov^  the 


pb^tcufitip^  by  h^r  i^4M  fehrik  c^l^nts.  M%bt  ih)|  vtl»#te  ^erilv 
in  mwy  imtaiic^  be  averted  .by  ibe  safe  aipd  «uiifxle  means  em* 
ployed  ia  tb?  preceding  ci^s,  when,  ,a/ter  r^^ionovjng  a  di^i^ 
load,  die  system  seemed  tp  start  i|»t9  renewed  life  ainl  vigour  f 
It  will  be  fo];tivn|^te  i^  i^  this  mf^i^r,  ipu^b  of  Khe  sufi^ring 
#9d  disewe  wbicb  <the9  or^ixii^  ^  eiobittfir  Jiumgn  life,  oaa  be 
pceT««aed. 

Few  ^tu^tions  ^e  ^ora  dissgref  <ible  toa  medical  practitioner^ 
thao,  after  bavjpQg  a,|tt?nded  the  progi^^s  <£  an  ^cute  di&easet  ^ 
see  Ivbjp^nt  long  in  att^inifig  a  c^iignnad  stiite  of  health*  or 
his  s^f^iDgs  rei^ewed  by  i^elapi^,  Pcotraot^  eoimyesceocew 
apd  ^etfyssej  in  laost  esses,  ai^  ^c^tu^io^ad  by  irritation  of  ^tkt 
stomach  or  bowels,  and  by  exposure  to  cold.  Ia  ,tbe  toiler 
state  of  the  chylopoetic  organs  after  fever,  there  is  oAen  too  greats 
a  craving  for  food,  and  patients  are  apt  to  be  injured  by  a  small 
oiiaiHity  of  animal  &od,  «r  by  l^btar  diet  in  toogi^eat  quanttty. 
The  danger  of  indulgence,  or  from  cold  exposure,  is  great,  and 
patients  ^ould  be  strongly  forawarned  of  tne  consequences. 

Fevers  are  generally  dangerous  only  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
gree of  local  affection^  which  is  often  in  a  great  measure  oyer* 
looked  in  the  first  attack,  but  is  more  strikingly  displayed  m 
relapse*  In  such  cases,  altiioii^  local  inflammation  may  not 
assume  that  decidf4  (^ik^m^fi^fi^  wbiok  k  docs  i^  a  fn^e  v^^^qa-uus 
state  of  the  system,  yet  the  progress  is  sometimes  not  less  rapid, 
aod  libe  danger  is  as  ^ifamix  ^tobe  drf  adad.  Indeed,  n^  ^imi\  part 
of  the  dai^r  m^i^  ;from  thi^  Uttle  suspjoioq  of  t^  posMbiiity  cf 
its  ex^t^c^  wbiiob  pvevtuls  amoag  madical  isien,  who  ai?e  itoo 
raloetaot  to  employ  tbe  efkejimA  9me^^  of  countoraocion.  I 
hajwe  se«  it  pr^ye  f^ial,  in  the  various  forms  ol*  pbr^nitisp 
pi]eu{ii(Hiia»  ;g«s)iritis,  enteritis*  piiiim>mry  eonsiMnpiira,  amt 
marasmus.  Qisseetion  of  l$H>se  ^i^ho  die  <of  relapee  seldom  faik 
to  disQOJV^r  trapses  of  ififlammatian,  wbicb  most  frequept^  has 
had  its  seat  in  sooie  of  (the  al^otpsinal  viscera.  In  those  vihm 
continue  to  linger,  after  tte  febrile  symptoms  ha^e  subsided, 
some  lorldng -orgamaal  a^ctioA^  originating  from  errors  in^fiet 
and  exposure  to  4H>ld,  inay  genevatly  be  discovered* 

Kecoi^cy  from  rfev^r  may  be  greatly  accelerated,  and  the 
dwger  pf  I'elapse  le^sei^,  by  carefully  swathing  t4ve  body  with 
flanjoel,  in  the  miM^ner  recomiQeaded  by  Dr  White,  and  soexiteih 
sively  a^  wdl  fis  siH^cessfuUy  e^iaployed  by  Tyr  Dewar  for  the  cure 
of  dys^tery*  Its  good  efiocts'are  the  suppf}rt,  and  equable  tem«- 
per^atniie  it  affords  the  body,  and  the  preservation  or  restoration 
of  the  function^  of  the  s)un.  This  practice  has  been  found  be* 
neficial  4u  the  continued  fev€^  of  this  country,  by  a  ge;itlemaa 
whp  has  had  much  e;^f^rie|iGe  oS  its  effica<^y  i  and  tki&  ma^r  be 
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icAsonably  expected,  when  it  is  considered  that*  besides  the  ad- 
vantages of  repose,  the  external  warmth  of  bed-clothes,  by  re- 
storing the  cutaneous  discharge,  does  frequently  more  good  in 
disease  than  all  other  curative  means; 

II  would  be  travelling  beyond  the  limits  of  this  communica- 
tion, to  enter  into  any  speculation  respecting  the  employment  of 
the  same  means  in  some  cases  of  lingering,  undefined  complaints,. 
which  do  not  readily  yield  to  the  usual  remedies.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, resist  this  opportunity  of  hinting  at  the  utility  of  moderate 
bleedings,  in  relieving  the  symptoms,  and  in  aiding  other  reme- 
dies employed  for  the  cure  of  that  slow  febrile  state  of  body» 
which  attends  many  chronic  ailments,  and  precedes  most  con* 
sitmptive  diseases. 
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Medical  Report^  By  James  Clarke,  M.  D.  la^  physician  to 
the  Nottingham  General  Hospital,  and  thd  Vaccine  Instite* 
tion ;  now  Riesident  Physician  at  SidmoHth«  ' 

I>EAR  Sir, — Obliged  by  long  and  serious  indisposition  ti> 
dian^e  my  residence  for  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  this  eommu- 
sieatioR  will  be  the  last  of  that  series  of  ^  Meflical  Reports  for 
Nottingham,  '^  which  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  you. 
This  paper  begins  with  observations  and  cases,  iUustrative  of  the 
table  of  diseases  already  published  in  the  26tfa  siumber  of  the 
Journal,  followed  by  an  account  of  the  epidemic  constitution 
from  April  1810  to  March  181 1  f  to  which  is  appended,  the  Me» 
teorological  table  for  that  period  ;  and  the  table  of  diseases,  as 
usual,  concludes  the  medical  report  for  Nottingham. 

In  the  month  of  August,  I  commenced  my  meteorological  re- 
marks in  Sidmouth,  from  which  I  promise  myself  considerable 
pleasure  and  satisfaction.  Much  has  been  said  on  the  mildness 
of  the  climate  of  our  southern  coast ;  but  I  have  not  met  w|th 
any  correct  minutes  on  the  temperature,  from  which  a  just  com- 
parison could  be  drawn.  The  obsei^vations  in  which  I  am  now 
engaged,  are  exactly  on  the  same  plan  as  the  meteorc^ogical  jour- 
nals I  have  kept  for  the  last  six  years  at  Nottingham,  and  will 
with  them  hold  a  just  comparison.  I  send  you  a  table  for  the 
last  year,  beginning  with  April,  in  continuation  of  the  table  al- 
ready introduced  ^  but  two  joionths^e  unavoidably  lost^  and  the 


last  foar  months  only  are  for  this  place,  of  which  i  shall  nov 
proceed  to  give  yon  a  brief  sketch. 

**  L^ATantage  extreme  ou  meme  la  necessite  indispensable  des  descriptions  tops- 
gnphiqiws,  &  etc  toujoun  vrrement  semi  poor  servir  de  base  a  i'histoire  des  mid- 
dies r^gnantes  dans  iia  lieu  detenniii^  "  Finn.. 

Sidmouthf  a  small  market-town,  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  irale 
on  the  coast  of  Devonsliire,,  and  receives  its  name  froip  a  small 
ri?ar  i^ch  runs  by  the  town  into  the  sea*  It  is  15  miles  kom 
Exeter,  9  from  Honiton,  and  159  from  London.  It  is  bounds 
by  long  lofty  hills,  which  form  its  eastern  and  western  sides  ;  to^ 
wards  the  north,  it  is  screened  by  the  Gittisham  and  Honitoa 
bills,  but  completely  c^ea  to  the  south,  where  the  sea  forms  a 
small  bay,  lying  nearly  in  the  middle  of  that  large  bay,  which 
is  bomided  on  the  east  by  the  Isle  of  Portfauid,  and  on  the  west 
by  the  Start-point.  Among  the  places  on  our  southern  coast» 
?reoomQiendedfor  the  retreat  of  the  consumptive  and  debilitatedt 
none  possesses  advantages  equal  to  Sidmouth.  Its  very  sheltered 
situation  is  of  great  moment;  but  it  justly  claims  preeminence 
over  every  other  on  the  coast,  £>r  the  clearness  of  the  atmos- 
ph^e,  BSidikeitotal  absence  of  fog  i  circumstances  well  worth  the 
serious  attention  of  the  invalid.  The  hedges  of  Devonshire  are 
high  and  full  i  the  walks  and  rides  in  the  vicinity  of  Sidmouth 
are  therefore  most  agreeably  sheltered.  ^^  In  the  vernal  and  axi- 
tumnal  parts  of  the  year,  the  numerous  lanes,  which  intersect 
and  divide  this  rich  valley,  are  truly  delightful ;  the  countrj  \ 
then  seems  one  universal  garden. "  *  To  the  litde  publication 
from  which  the  above  passage  is  quoted,  I  must  refer  you  for 
furdier  information  ;  my  oqect  is  merely  to  give  jrou  a  slight 
topography  of  the  place. 

Before  I  conclude,  however,  I  shall  make  some  further  remarks 
on  the  meteorological  table.  The  thermometers  are  in  a  norUi- 
ern  exposure ;  the  lowest  degree  of  temperature  is  ascertained  by 
a  register  thermometer  on  Six's  construction,  and  can  only  be 
compared  with  observations  in  which  this  instrument  is  employ- 
ed. The  observations  on  the  barometer  and  day  tiiermometer 
are  made  about  two  o'clock.  I  think  it  necessary  to  point  out 
these  circumstances,  to  prevent  erroneous  conclusions  being  made 
from  a  compari3on  with  other  meteorological  tables. — I  am, 

Dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Clarke* 

To  Dr  Duncan^  Junion 


*  &•  Uie  Beauties  of  Sidnouth,  ISmo,  sold  bf  Longinan,  Hunt  &  Co. 
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Iniermittentes* — Of  the  fourteen  Cfises  marked  in  the  tahjei  * 
ipsir  ofxurrcd  in  «oIdierft  from  W»lcWr»P»  who  finiiilj  x^uiwd 
to  their  regiments  apparently  cured»  irat  k  would  be  MipofwiUe 
to  say  by  what  plan  ot  treatment ;  Uiey  all  had  symptoms  of  vis- 
ceral disease,  and  did  not  bear  bail^  until  these  s^FmptoiM  were 
temoved.  No  subsequent  report  has  been  rec^ved  of  these  pa- 
tients; so  that  ^ere  is  no  assurance  that  they  did  not  expenence 
that  relapse  so  justly  dreaded  in  this  disease.  The  other  palienta 
were  restored  to  heakh  by  the  usual  practice* 

Diabetes, — Both  these  cases  occurred  in  children  of  the  same 
&mi]y,  which,  from  Renumber  of  suftrers  in  tlus  disease^  might 
be  called  a  diabetic  family. 

Vepkaltea. — A  young  female,  who  had  been  subject  to  kemi* 
crania,  fell  down  seteral  stairs  and  pitched  on  her  head ;  she  wf» 
Uken  up  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and  for  some  time  was  not 
conscious  of  her  situation',  but  repeatedly  comphtoed  of  her  head, 
and  referred  always  to  one  spot.  No  fracture  or  depression  oS 
the  cranium  could  be  felt  $  nor  was  there  any  wound  of  l^e  Inte- 
^ment&  The  pain  was  constant,  with  neariy  equsS  ^(denoe, 
in  three  or  four  days  the  integuments  were  puifed  up  at  the  part 
0n  which  she  fcll»  and  much  pain  was  produced  on  pressure. 
The  head  was  shaved,  and  a  mister  was  applied  to  the  whole 
surface  of  it ;  the  bowels  were  repeatedly  emptied  by  brisk  pur- 

Satives.     3y  this  treatment  in  a  short  time,  aM  symptoms  of 
isease  disappeared. 
Tympanites  bitestinalis. — ^This  was  a  well-marked  imtanoe  of 
Ak  severe  disease,  in  a  female  of  S7.     She  had  been  some 
months  ill ;  the  bowels  were  distended  to  a  considerable  d^nee 
^th  air,  and  very  strong  smelling  frothy  feces ;  tiie  whole  arch 
of  the  colon  could  be  distinctly  traced  by  the  fingers,  in  fact  aU 
most  by  the  eye  $  the  pain  arising  from  this  distension  was  at . 
times  almost  insupportable,  and  only  relieved  by  passing  a  consi- 
derable quantity  ol  fetid  gas.     By  the  use  of  antispasmodics  and 
aperients,  she  was  very  much  relieved,  when  she  ceased  to  be 
under  the  reporter's  care. 

Phlegmatia  dolens — This  affection  was  attributed  to  imfHTident 
exposure  to  cold  immediatdy  after  delivery.  The  disease  waa 
removed  by  small  doses  of  calomel  and  squilL 

Hydrothorax, — The  following  case  was  successfully  Ixeated 
with  calomel  and  squill. 


■*Ml>MMVt 


•  See  No.  26.  iif  t^S  J«lim»U 


£t,f«]tiifeTH  CoLLivoRAUPy  m',  4^,  M*  #^9  admitted  a  patient 
SepM&b^f  19^,  i^S09i     Cotnpkimifigf  cpf  pain  dnd  oppre^bti  at 
chest;  short  cough;  dyspncea;  caD  only  1yd  i^ilst  making €o»* 
siderable  pressure  on  the  chest;    consiailt  palpitation;   pulse 
jsharp  but  regular ;   starts  in  het  sleep ;    passes  but  Iktie  urine  $ 
abdoAien  a  little  swelled-;   catamenia  regular;   bowels  regular; 
has  been  ill  Ax  months. 
Smnat  pulv.  jalap,  cdnlp.  5i^s  c^as  manen 
^  Hydrar.  subiriuriat.  gr.  i. 
ScHfae  puh.  gr.  iij. 

Confect.  senn^  q:  s.  ut  f.  pil.  hocfe  mafieoue  sumenda* 
September  28. — Has  ptyalisra,  in  other  respects  tile  same. 
Omittf.  medicament. 

Sumat  cochl.  ij.  larg.  mixt  aromat.  ter  in  die. 
October  i^.^  Reports  much  pain,  patticularly  in  the  hoins^ 
tiowels  obstinately  costive. 

Sumat  mixt.  purg.  eom.  f  ij^  2da  qnaque  bora,  donee  pur* 
gaverit.     Rep.  pil.  hydrai*.  subm.  est  seilbe. 
October  26ih. — Dyspnoea  removed,  bu€  little  cough;  free* from 
pain^  or  palpitation  of  the  heart;  passes  plenty  of  urine,  but 
still  complains  of  pain  in  the  loins;  bowels  regular. 
Persistat  itt  usu  pil. 
N&oember  9th.— Considerably  better* 

Persistat  in  usu  pil« 
November  23d.—  Reports  very  much  troubled  with  the  cou^ 
Persistat  'm  usu*  frff. 
Habeat  decoct,  lini  ad  libitum* 
December  14th.— Complains  only  of  cOUgb. 

Persistat  in  Usu  pil.  bydrar.  subftmriat. 
January  25th  1810. — Dismissed  a^red. 

The  saJutary  eilbcts  of  thie  treatment  was  soon  evident  in  this 
case,  after  the  mouth  became  affected ;  the  symptoms  gradually 
reeeded ;  and  the  patieiit  ceased  to  attend  tlie  bospil^  having 
no  further  occasion  for  medical  assistance. 

The  two  following  cases  of  the  sdme  disease  were  cured  by 
digitalis. 

1.  John  Allan,  «tat.  S4,  ioldier,  was  admitted  a  patient,  De- 
cember 5th,  1 809.  Complaining  df  much  cough  ;  pain  at  the 
chest;  difficulty  of  breathing;  pain  in  the  bowels;  furred 
tongue;  quick  and  feeble  pulse;  legs  swell  towards  night; 
bowels  regular.  Has  been  ill  six  months ;  and  attrlbnies  his 
complaint  to  sleeping  on  the  ground  at  aight,  during  the  cam- 
paign ha  l^aiii. 

Sumat  ij.  pulv.  emetic,  vespere* 

Sumat  pulv.  fcbrifug.  ter  in  die. 
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December  7M«— Vomit  operated  freely,  and  bas  relieved  tbe 
breathing ;  cough  the  same;  pain  at  the  chest  and  bowels  undi* 
auttished ;  bowels  open. 
Persistatin  usu  pulv. 
.  Applic.  emplast.  lytt«  stemo. 
December  l^tk, — Pain  moderated  by  the  blister;  cough  and 
dyspnoea  continue ;  he  says  he  can  fed  the  motion  of  water  in  hb 
chest ;  bowels  open,  and  free  from  pain;  urine  in  small quanti^; 
cannot  rest  longy  but  on  his  left  side;  startings  in  lus  deep; 
ifiHch  dreaming;  height  and  tightness  across  the  chest;  palpita- 
tion; cedema  of  the  ieet;  pulse  very  quick.     Omit  tbe  powders. 
^  Digitalis  pulvr  gr.  ss# 

Potassae  supertart.  gr.  ij.  M.  f^  pnlv.  nocte  maneque  sor 
mendus. 
Sumat  Jiss.  pulv«  jalap,  comp.  eras  sumend.  mane. 
December  2lst. — Complains  of  faintness  and  lowness»  which 
be  attributes  to  his  medicine  ;  dyspnoea  moderated  f  coi^h  in- 
creased ;  other  symptcHiis  the  same. 
Contr.  pulv.  digital. 
December  2Stk. — Noiunendment.  Persktat  in  usu  pulv.   Rept. 
pulv.  purg.  eras  mane. 

January  4rth  1810. — Much  the  same.  Persistat  in  usu  med. 
January  25M.-*Can  lie  down  with  more  ease,  but  is  much 
disturbed  in  the  night  with  violent  coughing ;  still  starts  in  his 
sleep,  but  seldom  dreams;  but  little  inconvenienced  by  palpita- 
tion i  pulse  small,  feeble,  and  quick,  but  regular ;  urine  small 
in  quantity.  Omit  the  powders. 
S>  Digitalis  pulv.  gr.  j. 

Potassse  sup^tart.  gr.  ij.  M.  f.  pulv.r  nocte  maneque  sih 
mendus. 
Sumat  pulv.  jalap,  comp.  5iss.  in  septimana. 
Habeat  decoct  lini  ad  libitum. 
February  3c?. — Habeat  in  die  spirit  juniper,   comp;    (gin 
punch)  Ibss. 

February  7^^.*^Continues  to  get  better.    Persistat  in  usu  med. 
February  19M. — Sumat  mist,  ferri  comp.  cochL  iij.  larg.  ter 
in  die.     Persistat  in  usu  pulv. 

March  1th. — Omitt  mixt.  ferri  comp.  Persistat  in  usu  pulv. 
digit.  Applic.  emplast  lyttae  scrobic  cordis.  Sumat  mixt.  mu- 
cilag.  tussi  urgenti. 

March  19th. — Continues  improving.  Persistat  in  usu  medi- 
camenti. 

March  29M. — Dismissed  cured. 

The  disease  was  in  this  instance  the  sequel  of  a  typhus  fever, 
arising  from  great  fatigue,  in  the  retreat  of  the  army  under  Sir 
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John  Moore.  The  disesfie  was  coin|>let^  removed  by  the  pmo- 
dce  employed ;  yet  his  constitution  wm  so  much  impaired,  thai 
he  was  totally  unfit  for  active  service. 

2.  Hezekiah  Quti^stam,  aetat.  52,  wagf^er,  waa  admitted  a 
patient,  December  £,^809.    Complaining  of  violent  cou^h,  with 

S pious  expectorscdony  |:he  ^puta  streak^  with  blood ;  pam  in  the 
t shoulder;  furred  and  tremulous  tongue;  much  dyspnoea; 
feeble  pulse;  oedema  of  the  legs  towards  night;  extremities 
cold;  bowels  regular.     Has  been  ill  one  month,  and  was  afflict* 
ed  with  a  similar  disease  last  winter. 
Sumat  ij.  pulv.  emetic  vespere. 
Sunuit  cocbl.  iij.  larg.  mixu  myrrh»4Ccimp.  ter  in  die* 
'  December  i^tfu — Vomit  operated  freely;  continoea  mnch  the 
same. 

Persistat  in  ilsu  mixt. 
December  2lst. — Dyspnoea  undiminished;  cannot  rest  on  his 
back,  but  lies  chiefly  on  his  left  side;  cough  very  short  and 
troublesome ;  is  not  troubled  with  unpleasant  dreams  or  start- 
ings,  but  8leq>s  ill ;  urine  in  proper  quanttity ;  no  oedema  of  the 
^gs;  bowels  regular ;  extremities  always  eold ;  pulse  regular* 
^  Digitalis  pnlv.  gr.  ss. 

Potassae  supeitart  gr.  ij.  M.  £  pulv.  node  raaneque  tu- 
mendus. 
Sumat  f  isa.  pulv.  jalap,  comp.  eras  mane. 
December  2Sth» — Dyspnoea  moderated ;  cough  the  same. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
January  1  Ith. — In  some  respects  better ;  bowels  r^ular. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
February  Sth, — Much  better. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic 
February  22d. — Convalescent. 

Persistat  in  usu  med. 
March  22d. — Free  from  complaint. — Dismissed* 
In  this  case,  the  disease  may  be  considered  more  as  the  sequel 
of  pneumonia,  than  idiopathic  hydrojjhorax ;  the  man  was  re- 
stored to  perfect  health. 

The  following  severe  and  fatal  case  of  erysipelas  occurred  in 
an  old  soldier,  who  had  been  much  afflict^  with  repealed  at* 
tacks  of  acute  rheumatism. 

John  Dixox,  aetat.  57,  M.  frame-work  knitter,  was  admitted 
aBatient,  May  30th  1809.     His  face,  head,  and  arms,  are  cover- 
ed with  a  rose-coloured  erythema,  and  appear  much  swelled ;  he 
complains  of  the  weight  of  his  head,  and  tightness  across  the ' 
clavicles ;  pulse  soft,  xuul  moderately  full j  bowels  i^^ular. 


Kb9  Wn  HI  two  mondM;  IrMKrttfocAUae;  has  bMCi  ftfe« 
iimesbieds  M»d  uAm  mafiy  me^dnen. 
^  Infus.  8eDnae» 
Aq.  puriB  aa  f  iiiss. 

MAiinaft  {«i. 

Antim.  tart,  gr*  M.  £  mfatt.  suinat  eoehL  iij.  Inrg.  tetti& 
qnaque  hora  donee  purgaverit. 
Jtme  ls#.— Stools  passed  involuiitarily;  palse  feeblie;  tongad 
fiured :  pns  colleofeed  round  the  lowef  eyelids* 

Sumat  codil.  iij.  larg.  deeoet  cindloii.  eompt  4Ca  qtia^titf 
hora. 
Jmie  Si/.— But  little  alteration**    Persistat  in  tiM  mhct. 

Saniat  Jij.  m}Xt.purg«cras  maneetMiaouaqiie  bora  repetetid. 
donee  purgaverit.    Applic  emplast  httas  inter  scapulas  statim. 
Juiie  1th. — Blister  has  acted  weU ;   erysipelas  dimhiished  ; 
hands  nmch  sM^ed;  pulse  feebkj^  but  little  uriAe;  bowels 
eostive. 

Snmat  eras  mane  ol;  rkini  opt.  |fj. 
Haheat  Tin*  rubv«  Lasimm  Jiv.  id  die. 
Persistat  in  usu  mixt.  dnehon. 
June  Sth. — Castor  oil  operated  fi^y ;  Ulster  heafing^i  erysi- 
pelas diminished  I  hands  contimae  swelled.    Persistat  fai  usu  me- 
dicamenti. 

June  1 0th. — Erysipelas  nmeh  dhnftaished ;  cotn)[daitt8  of  diffi- 
culty in  swalloimg,  and  great  debiMty ;  pulse  moderately  foil ; 
has  had  do  stool  since  the  operation  of  the  oil.  Omitt.  mixt. 
cinchciiw 

9i  Hydrar.  submuriat.  gr«  iij. 
Rnoei  pulv.  gr.  x. 

Aq.  pur.  q.  s.  ut  f.  pil.  ij.  craaniaiie'stttit^ndsL 
T^  Aq.  purse,  Mucilag.  acaeiii  gum.  SSl  $y. 
Acid,  nitrici  5ij- 

Syrup,  simp,  tinct  einehon.  comp.  i5  {ij.  M.  sumat  po- 
culum  subinde. 
Persistat  in  usu  vinL 
June  12M.— Deglutition  has  become  more  difficult;  debility 
much  increased.    Omit  the  mixture. 

To  have  an  enema  with  Jv).  <^  decoction  of  bark,  and  a  tea* 
cupful  of  yeast  every  four  hours. 
To  continue  the  wine. 

The  symptoms  of  debility  in<^easing,  he  gradually  expired  in 
the  course  of  the  night. 

When  this  man  first  sought  medical  assistance,  the  inflamma- 
tory action  was  very  strong,  and  gave  too  much  reason  to  fear  an 
attack  of  phraiitis,  which  was  prevented  onlty  by  a'  copious 
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bleeding :  the  disease,  however,  still  continued  its  covtrse*  AI-' 
though  the  erysipelas  externally  wsis  diminished,  the  whold  track 
of  the  alimentary  eanill  became  more  and  more  aifected,  ftnd 
was  Mi  alleviated  by  any  of  the  remedies  that  were  emjfjloyed* 
Tlie  bi[^y  was  i16t  ailowred  to  be  opened. 

Many  e^es  hfetve  been  inserted,  in  the  diderent  periodlod 
publications,  to  show  the  active  property  of  the  essential  oil  of 
turpentine,  in  destroying  worms..  The  following  may  be  added 
to  die  facts  in  favour  of  this  remedy. 

Sarah  High,  setat  27,  S.  waft  admitted  a  patient,  December 
5th,  1809.     Complaining  of  violent  pain  in  the  boi^rels;  much 
thirst;  headach;  feVer;  fhrred  tongue;  much  cough;  boweb 
regular ;  catamenia  regular. 
Has  been  ill  twq  months. 
Supiat  %].  ol.  ricilii  opt.  statim. 
Sumat  pulv.  iebrif.  ter  in  dife. 
December  1th. — Castor  oil  operated  freely ;  has  but  h'ttle  di* 
minution  of  pain  $  less  faeadacn ;  thirst  and  ftver  the  same ; 
cough  more  full,  with  copious  expectoration.    F'ersistat  in  uiU 
pulv.  febrif. 

'^  Hydrar;  submuriat. 
Ipetcacuaa.  aa  gr.  j« 

Extract  hyoscyami  gr.  vj.  M.  f«  pil.  ij.  omni  hodte  su^f 
mendae. 
December  14/A. — No  amendment 

Persistat  \ti  usu  medic. 
December  QSth. — Cough  very  troublesome ;   Vision  much  .8^ 
fected  by  the  hyoscyannis.     Omitt  medic 
Sumat  5ss.  pulv.  sicaciae  comp.  ter  in  die. 
Applic.  empiiast.  lyttae  sterno. 
January  uh  iSlO*, — Pain  moderated  j  cough  no  betten 

Persistat  in  usu  medic.  ^ 

Jantiary  llth. — 'Cough  very  severe. 

Persistat  in  usu  med^ 
January  ftStL — Symptoms  undiminished. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
February  1 5/.^— Cough  still  urgent;  has  epistaxis.. 
Omitt.  medic. 

Sumat  3j.  ptilv.  ialap.  comp.  eras  mane. 
]S>  Magnes.  suiphat.  ^j. 

Infns  rosae  |xv].  M.  f.  mixtura  cujus  sumat  cochfj 
iij.  larg.  ter  in  die. 
Bibruary  Bth, — Purgative  gave  relief;    epiitaxia  removed j 
cough  moderated.     Persistat  in  usu  medic 
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March  8th. — Has  continued  much  the  same* 

Persistat  in  usu  medicam. 
March  28th. — Complains  of  much  pain  in  the  left  clavicle. 
Persistat  in  usu  medic*     Rept.  pulv.  purgans  eras  mane* 
April  5th. — Has  passed  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  small 
worms ;  much  dyspnoea ;  short  cough,  and  gnawing  pain  at  sto- 
mach. 

Omitt  medic. 

]^  Pil.  aloes  cum  myrrh. 
Ferri  carbonat. 
Extract,  gentian,  aa  3j. 

OI.  rutse  gutt.  xij.  M.  f.  pil.  S6,  quarum  sumat  iij.  bia 
in  die. 
Aprii  \9th, — Passes  worms. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
May  Sd. — Continues  to  pass  worms ;  much  cough. 

Omitt.  medic.     Sumat  cochl.  j.  larg.  ol.  Terebinth,  essent 
statim  et  eras  mane. 
May  1th. — The  turpentine  blistered  the  mouth  and. throat; 
occasioned  much  nausea,  headach,  general  distress  and  fits ;  the 
cough  increased  ;  much  thirst ;  has  passed  many  dead  worms. 
Sumat  ol.  Ricini  opt.  §ss.  altera  quaque  mane. 
May  \8th. — Continues  to  pass  worms. 

Sumat  cochl.  iij.  larff.  mixt*  salin.  camph.  ter  in  die. 
May  3 15/.— Has  passed  a  considerable  quantity  of  worms,  and 
feels  completely  relieved  ;  free  from  complaint.     Dismissed. 

This  woman  had  often  been  a  patient  of  the  hospital  for 
/symptoms  similar  to  ^what  she  related  on  her  admission*  this 
time.     Her  general  form  was  that  observed  in  those  disposed  to 
consumption  ;  and  her  complaints  had  so  much  general  resem- 
blance to  that  disease,  that  she  was  marked  as  one  who  would, 
sooner  or  later,  fall  a  sacrifice  to  it.     On  the  5th  of  April,  she 
first  mentions  having  passed  worms  j  indeed,  before  this,  they 
were  not  even  suspected ;  and  on  the  3d  of  May  she  took  a- 
bout  half  an  ounce  of  the  essential  oil  of  turpentine,  mixed  with 
honey :  the  effect  was  so  violent,  that  her  relatives  came  in  great 
distress,  with  the  remains  of  the  bottle  to  be  examined,  suspect-* 
Ing  that  she  was  poisoned  by  some  mistake  in  the  medicine.     It 
is  proper  to  remark,  that  she  has  l^een  troubled  with  fits  from 
her  childhood.     It  was  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  remedy  j  one 
dose  proved  sufficiently  powerful ;  nor  has  she  experienced  any 
iFeturn  of  the  symptoms  until  this  month  (May  181 1),  when  she 
again  complained  of  gnawing  pain  at  her  stomach,  short  dry 
cough,  &c.    The  turpentine  was  again  exhibited,  with  the  good 
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effect  of  discfadirging  wotms,  and  remoting  her  complaints,  with-i>^ 
out  inducing  any  tlolent  effects. 

The  Epidemic  ConstitUtitM^Jroni  April  1810  to  March  1811. 

April. — Rain  fell  in  ^be  night  of  the  2d,  3d,  8th,  I7tb,  and 
18th.  The  weather  of  this  month  wasi  unusually  fine.  The 
prevailing  diseases  were,  pneumonia  ismd  catarrh ;  scarktina/ 
with  and  without  ulcerations  of  the  tonsilst ^  a^nd  cynanche  ton*- 
siUaris  without  eruption. 

May. — Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  1st j  7th,  8th,  SOth,  and 
gist;  snow  in  the  night  of  the  4di,  and  ice  on  the  ground  an 
inch  in  thidmess*  The  prevailing  diseases  of  the  month  wer^ 
synochus  or  common  fever j  particularly  among  chOdren  ^  oph- 
dbalmia,  and  epidemic  scariatina. 

PhthisiSj  that  dreadful  and  fatal  enemy  to  the  inhabitants  of 
manufacturing  towns,  presented  fifteen  subjects  in  this  month* 
A  near  view  of  the  manners  of  the  lower  class  of  people,  w9I 
in  a  great  measure  remove  any  surprise  that  the  actaal  number 
djiing  of  this  disease  might  excite. 

June. — 'Rain  fell  oh  the  night  of  the  9th  and  19th;  a  thilnder 
storm  on  the  26th.  The  prevailing  disease  of  this  month  wai^ 
pneumonias  scarlatina  still  showed  itself.  One  case  o( small-pox 
was  brought  into  the  town,  but  prevented  from  spreading,  care 
being  taken  to  vaccinate  all  those  persons  exposed  to  its  imme-^ 
diate  influence.' 

Ju/v.— Rain  in  the  night  of  the  1st,  10th,  12th,  and  ISthjf 
thunder  on  the  1st  and  13th.  Two  more  cas^  of  small-pox  were 
brought  into  the  town,  but  the  contagion  did  not  spread. 

August. — The  wind  chiefly  southerfy  this  month;  was  Qnusual<* 
l]rhedthy« 

Septetnber. — Rain  in  the  night  of  the  21st^  and  2Sd; 

Scarlatina  was  very  prevalent,  passing  through  whole  families; 
it  was  attended  with  inflammation,  and  often  ulceration  of  the 
tonsils ;  but  in  many  instances  much  inflammation  was  found  in 
the  tonsils,  unattended  by  rash.  The  scarlatina  towards  the  end 
of  this  month  often  terminated  in  inflldnmation  of  the  submaxil- 
lary andparotid  glands,  which  generally  proceeded  to^^uppilrar* 
tion.  OExlema  ot  the*  extremities,  and  often  of  the  fais%  suc- 
ceeded the  fever,  if  purgatives  had  not  been  emplorved:  k  was 
only  to  be  removed  by  a  course  of  purgatives,  whi^  in  no  in- 
stance increased  the  debility. 

SjfTtochus  and  synochus  infantum  were  also  prevalent  diseases  of 
this  month.  One  more  case  of  small^pox  was  brought  into  the 
town;  the  security  afforded  by  vaccination  was  undinuuished? 
the  disease  did  not  extend  to  another  individual.- 
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(klober.^^Lam  in  the  iHghte  of  tbe  16di,  t7A,  18th,  i9lih» 
20ch,  21st,  and  27  th;  snow  on  the  39cb|  thewivd  chiefly  easter- 
ly. Scarlaiina  continued  through  this  month  with  an  increased 
vioknce^  «ad  proved  oAen  fam;  it  was  in  many  iostanees  at- 
tended with  cough.  Typhus  beoune  very  prevalent  and  very 
fatal;  in  mai^y  cases  the  termination  was  imexpeciedly  sudden. 
Towards  the  Md  of  the  month  tJbe  ^lisease  bo^^an  with  vomiting 
and  purguig4  tbe  diarrhcoa  was  not  moderated  by  opiates;  smaQ 
doses  oi  calomel  and  ipecacuanha  were  found  the  most  efiectVi} 
treatoieQt.    Sgn(}eh9s  was  nAuwaUy  prevaletft  and  severe. 

JVbi«i0&^r.--Rain  felt  is  the  night  of  che  1st,  6^  9tb»  10tb| 
14ih,  15tb>  l^h,  17tl}»  iSth,  20th,  and  29th;  wind  variable. 
7}^ust  for  a  few  di^^  ia  tbe  b^finniag  of  this  moath^  was  at-» 
tended  with  pain  in  the  chest  and  sides ;  but  the  prevafedce  of 
^s  disease;  as  Well  aa  of  the  'scarUi^ever^  waa  mnch  dimiaished. 

On  examinii^  the  body  of  a  woman  who  <iUed  of  bydrotho* 
rax,  a  caleulus  was  founa  in  tbe  gall-bladder,  the  existence  of 
which  was  not  sujapecttd;  it  is  brown,  rough,  fight,  and  friablcp 
but  not  easily  fractured:  its  long  diameter  measured  oneinch, 
short  dtamet^  )  of  an  ioch,  and  it  weighed  64  grains. .  Dr  Lett- 
som  mentions  the  ease  of  a  biliary  cjucuhis,  dischacged  by  th» 
lectum  all^  some  years  of  painful  sufibrtngi  whid»  measum  io 
length  3t  inches,  acid  in  eircmpferehce  df  inches,  and  weighing 
OM  ounce,  two  drams,  and  twentv^tbree  gi^ains.  ^<  It  had,  •'  be 
says,  ^*  the  natural  appearance  of  a  brown  flint. stooe^  theagb 
of  less  pondetosity  in  proporlioo  to  its  magAitode.  *'  * 

December. — Rain  ia  tbe  aig^it  of  the  Sdi,  Hh^  5th,  ISth,  £9d^ 
^^th,  25th,  26tb,  and  27th|  snow  in  tbe  night  «f  the  9th|  and 
SOth;  boisterous  westerl|y  w}nds»  This  monih  was  generally 
healthy;  a  few  sporadic  cases  of  scarlatina  and  cynanche  tonsil** 
laris  were  tMt  "with^ ' 

Jamtmy^  MSI  l.^Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  lOth^  1 1th,  and 
31st;  snow  in  the  night  of  the  9d,  ^th,  15tbfe  27 tb,  aoid  dOth; 
wind  dhiefly  westerly,  and  often  boisterous. 

Pneunumm,  an4  Vatarrk  were  the  prevalent  diseases  of  thia 
mouth;  scmUHna^  mbeota^  and  typkm^  were  occasionally  met 
with.^  F')^  cases  of  variola  were  brought  into  the  town^  bat 
the  dise«»8'#l  not  spread  to  any  other  individuabi 

FeUuarn^t^Kmi  fell  in  the  night  of  the  6th,  7th,  and  23d  9 
snpw  ill  the  night  of  the  19th,  and  i5th;  the  wiiBd  mostljF 
westerly^  Catmirhus^  synochusy  and  typhus^  particularly  among 
i^hildren,  are  the  most  prevailing  diseases.  J:^erUaisis  and  smHa" 
Una  a{q>eared  sporadically.    The  typhm  is  attended  with  a 
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troublesorae  diarrhoea.  The  disease  ha^  its  origin  in  the  extreme 
distress  of  the  poor,  who,-  not  being  abte  to  purchase  virholesome 
food^  are  obliged  to  subsist^  on  ivhat  they  can  procure  to  sajdsfy 
the  cail  of  hungejr.  Many'buAdreds  of  framework  knitters  are 
oui^  of  emplojs  and  d^peodeotf  wiili  thek  £uttiti»s,  on  (Mtfoefaial 
relief.  So  much  distress  was  never  before  witnessed  i»i  Ae  stock- 
ing mandfacture.  A  riotous  disposition  is  manifesting  itsctf  ia 
the  town  and  county,  and,  if  relief  be  not  afforded,  the  conse* 
quences  must  be  drea^fttl.  Tbe  last  severe  contagious  typhus  in 
Nottingham  was  in  the  season  of  jgreat  scarcity  (1798).  There  14 
eTery  reason  ta  fear  die  s^me  e&ct  may  be  p^sodaced  from  tha 
present  distress  c^  th«  labouring  poor,^  It.  is.  genevally  admitted, 
that  typhus  is  never  more  yirulent  and  eonti^ious,  than  when  it 
appears  among  the  impoverished  manufacturers. 

March. — Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  tbe.5th,  6di,  7th,  and  Slst; 
the  wind  mostly  westerly. 

The  typhus  fever  extended  its  ravages  dUf?ng  this  month  $  the 
catmrhal-fever  assumed  the  typhoid  character. 

Account  of  Baptisms  and  Qurials  withia  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham, from  January  Ist  1810,  to  Jtonary  ist,  1311;  extracted 
from  the  parish  registers. 

Baptiajon^,  lifales  649         Feaiaks  558        Total  l^OfZ 
BtiFieiAs)      Males  467         Females  496        Total   969« 
Increased  i|i  Baptisms  64,     Increased  in  Burials  109. 

Meteorological  Table  for  Nottinghamf  from,  Aprii^  1810  ii0 
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The  table  of  diseases,  Avhic^  closes  this  reporlt,  may  be  divided 
into  three  heads  of  practice—  f^at tents. 

The  General  Hospital  received       1351 
The  Vaccine  Institution        -  406 

The  Reporter's  private  practice        693 
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Case  of  Scirrhous  Stomachy  and  Stricture  in  the  Cctbn^  ivith  ap*. 
pearances  an  Dissection.    By  John  Holmes,  M.  D.  Colerain. 

T>oBERT  M'KiRGAN,  aged  59,  by  occupation  a  fisherman,  was 
•*-^  seized,  daring  the  summer  of  i809,  with  almost  all  the  sym- 
ptoms of  severe  dyspepsia;  appetite  considerably  impaired  j  nau- 
sea, add  eructations,  flatulence,  and  frequent  vomitings  of  a  thin, 
watery,  aild  sometimes  hot  and  add  fluid.  He  also  complained 
of  a  peculiar  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  stomach,  which 
seemed  to  produce  more  distress  than  I  have  witnessed  in  ordi- 
nary cases  of  dyspepsia.  He  had  used  several  remedies  when  I 
was  first  consulted  concerning  him,  from  which  he  experienced 
very  little  relief.  A  mixture  of  magnesia  and  rhubarb,  which, 
among  other  medicines,  was  recommended  to  him,  produced  a 
temporary  alleviation  of  some  of  the  most  troublesome  symptoms; 
bat  it  did  not  seem  probable  that  the  disease  could  be  speedily 
or  effectually  removed^  by  any  means  which  were  then  had  re« 
eourseto. 

Being  for  som^  months  absent  from  the  country,  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  him  again,  till  the  mcmth  of  February 
1810.  Allnisformersymptoms  were  now  greatly  aggravated;  he 
vomited  almost  all  aliment,  and  complained  m  a  constant  and 
distressing  pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  from  which,  he  said,  he 
found  no  remission.  He  was  considerably  emaciated,  though 
his  countenance  had  still  a  healthy  aspect ;  his  bowels  were  ge- 
nerally free  from  any  extreme  of  looseness  or  constipation.  Dur- 
ing the  mondi  of  March,  he  made  trial  of  almost  all  those  medi- 
cines which  are  usually  administered  in  eases  of  severe  dyspep? 
fiia,  but  widiottt  any  apparent  advantage ;  he  also  frequently  used 
both  warm  and  cold  baiths,  with  no  better  success.  A  large  blis- 
ter was  applied  to  the  epigastric  region,  by  which  the  pain  was 
alleviated  for  a  time,  bat  soon  returned  again  with  equal  severi- 
ty. A  repetition  of  the  blister  was  strongly  recon^mended,  but^ 
from  some  objections  made  to  it  by  «ome  of  his  friends,  it  was 
not  again  applied.  The  oleum  ricini  msts  sometimes  given, 
in  very  moderate  doses:  this  was  the  only  laxative  which  he 
could  take^  to  produce  any  effect,  all  others  being  rejected  by 
vomiting. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  April,  all  medicines  were  der 
sisted  from,  as  their  administration  produced  uneasiness,  and  afr 
^rded  n^t  the  slightest  relief.    The  disease  was  noiy  rapidly  ad- 


vancing;  his  emaciation  became  alarming,  and  his  debility  so 
great,  that  he  could  not  arise  from  his  bed  :  his  bowels,  which 
were  formerly  in  a  moderate  state  of  laxity,  now  became  so  much 
so,  as  to  resemble  slight  diarrlxsa ;  and  sometimes  matter  of  a 
bloody  appearance  was  discharged  by  stool,  llie  pain  in  the  epi* 
gastrip  fegioa  became  more  excrucia^ng,  and  ccmunued  with* 
equal  permanency.  He  also  coippUine^  of  #evcu^  pf4<i  in  other 
parts  of  the  abdomen.  He  sometimes  felt  as  if  the  pain  y^as  ex- 
t^ded  over  tb^  whole  ^adbdopien.  but  more  fveqiientiy  flpng  i^^r 
course  of  the,  cartilage^  of  the  faJs^rrribs,  from  wb^BC^  be  said» 
b^  felt  them  oftep  shooting  into  ^is  sjiouldei^s  and  ^nns.  Fw* 
some  time  previous  to  his  death,  hpvever,  h^  so  frequ^tl}^  ffOHi-? 
plained  of  pains  in  i|lmost  eyery.  p^rt  pf  the  aMoiPftOt  wA  in  hfi^ 
(is  sides,  from  thence  shooting  fn  y^ripps  directiQQs,  thai;  it  wwU 
bave  been  yery  difficult  for  a  mediical  observer  to  cpnf^eive  ia 
nirhat  particular  internal  part  the  disease  chiefly  psevaileds  <exr 
Illusive  of  the  iepigi^stric  region,  in  which  the  t^^  c^till  oontiMi>» 
ed  to  afflict  him  with  pr^ominant  severity*  On  layipg  my  bMd 
9ver  the  epigastric  region,  where  the  paip  was  B^<i$t  seYisre  dur- 
ing the  latter  months  of  his  ccffiiplaint,  \  have  more  than  onw 
perceived  a  gurgling  noise,  like  thitt  of  a  fluid  forcibly  df ivfB 
through  ^  narrow  aperture,  in  tha(;  p^rt  of  tb^  airmen  b^Q^th 
my  hand.  This  symptom  was  jsomewhot  remarkable,  and  tefid^ 
)9d  strongly  to  confirm  th^  aii^icioi^s  whidi  I  hftd  (ir^yiously  en- 
ijertained  concerning  the  precise  c^se  pf  his  disorder. 
.  Before  his  death  he  made  #  r^uest  (very  surprising  indent 
when  we  consider  the  prejudices,  and  ^perstkipu^  motions  wbieb 
generally  prcvfil  amonff  the  loyyer  classes  of  the  CQUiipuniiy»  aod 
yhich  displayed  something  of  magnanimity)  that,  alter  bis  disso- 
lution, his  body  should  be  op^i^ed*  in  order  to  ascertain  tbe  cauaea 
pf  his  complaints. 

The  appearances  wbiob  presented  themselves  qn  dissectjpn 
vere  the  fpUowipg :  Th^  skin,  abdominal  mtftsciesi  and  periton 
papum,  being  cut  throngh,  thj^  vi^c^a  ci'the  abdomen  presented 
tiiemselves  ^i  t^ieif^usu^  fititysitioA.  On  eaiaminiag  ihes|iunad)» 
^t  w^s  discovered,  that  ^he  co^ts  of  tbe  greatest  part  of  tbe  k)w-; 
er  half  of  that  viscus  were  pr«Mligk.usly  tluckened,  and  enlii^I, 
in  a  spirfhous  condition. 

'  Nearly  that  half  pf  the  circumference  of  tbfi  pylorus^  whidb  is 
a  continuation  of  the  lesser  curyature  of  the  stomach,  .was  cqiRi«> 
plf^tely  sfunhous;  and.althpqgb  the  remaining  part  of  thecir^ 
^un^ference  of  the  pylorus  sf^med  in  its  natural  condition,  yet 
the  calibre  of  the  passage  from  the  stomach  into  the  duodenum 
appeared  to  be  much  diminished.  The  cardia,  and  i^pper^partof 
the  stomach  were  in  a  sound  state*  The  intestines  being  further 
examined,  a  most  remarkable  stricture  waa  found  in  the  great 


arch  of  the  colon.  The  situation  of  this  stricture  was  so  precise- 
ly in  the  centre  of  the  great  a^'ch  of  the  colon  where  it  passes 
tnrough  the  epigastric  region,  that  it  must  have  been  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  pylorus  ;  hence  it  is  obvious,  that  whether 
the  pain  which  the  deceased  experienced  so  severely  during  his 
lifetime  at  the  epigast^'ic  region,  originated  fi*om  the  stricture  in 
the  colon,  or  from  the  morbid  conditioa  of  the  low^  part  of  the 
stomach  and  pylorus,  it  must  by  him  have  been  constantly  refer- 
red to  Ae  same  seat.  A  conauleraide  quantity  of  feculent  mat«> 
ter  was  fonnd  to  have  acmusrulated  to  the  right  of  the  stricture 
iR  the  eokui,  whiie  l^  iiit«itiae  on  the  left  of  the  stricture  was 
nearly  emipty*  The  coats  of  the  colon  at  this  part  were  ao  mor« 
hUHy  thiokmed  and  contraoted,  that  the  iittie,^nger  oosdd  scarce- 
ly be  pushed  with  freedom  tfaiibu|^  the  aperture  which  remain- 
edi  for  the  passage  of  the  feces* 

The  mesentery  also  'was  in  a  very  morbidstaite  \  amail  dieular 
spots  f)f  a  whitish  appears^aee  w«*e  infe^spersed  over  the  gi^eat- 
gpI  part  of  it:  when  thfese  spots  were  eompreaBed  between  the 
fingers,  they  were  found  to  be  small  hard  bodies,  seeymkigly  of  a 
dartiiaginetts  strooture.  A  considerable  partof  tfaeperitDmeum 
ifpa  ia  a  vejgr  similar  c^mdilien ;  small  white  or  gr^ish  ^pots* 
were  thickly  interspersed  in  it,  but  they  wene  not  ab  hard  oi* 
CfurtilagiaDUs  as  those  of  the  mesentery ;  they  seemed  to  partake 
cdf  the  same  fl»offbid  atrueture,  thoi^b  in  a  lesa  advanced  state. 
The  Hver,  kidii^,  and  other  viscera  of  the  abdomen  were  in  a 
sMind  itate.  The  variety  of  symptoms  which  ooeurred  during 
the  life  of  the  patient,  are  sufBoieiidy  accounted  far  by  the  mor- 
bid appearances  which  (nres^Aled  therasciivett  on  disseotion.  It 
might,  however,  be  proposed  a&  a  query.  How  a  stricture  in  the 
great  arch  of  the.oolan^  or  other  part  cif  the  intestines,,  exclusive 
of  the  pyloma,  could  be  asc^ftaimd  ta  exist,  with  any  degree  of 
oertainty,  fay  its  own  proper  diagnostie  syinptoma  ?  Praoution- 
eps^  in  gmeral,  caii  judge  with  tolerable  accuracy  conceratag  the 
eKUt^ee  of  sdivhoua  pylorus  in  jta  more  advanced  state ;  but  I 
afli  afraid  that  iltriotures  in  other  parts  of  the  intestines,  not  un- 
feequently  elude  thepenetsration  pf  the  most  diligent  and  accurate 
ofaaarvcrs.  In  confirmation  ci*  this,  I  ean  state  with  certainty^ 
that  a  stricture  in  the  sigmoid  flexion  of  the  cokm  ha^  scMoaetimes 
heen  mistaken,  by  experienced  practitioners,  for  a  scirrhous  or 
dmeefDttg  affeetion  of  the  womb;  It  nu^  be  observed,  in  ^ow^ 
dusion,  \kk2X  we  ai«  equaBy  deficient  in  our  knowled^of  any 
medioineB  capable  of  reuteving  strietafas  in  theintefilines  in  their 
ooffv  advanced  state,  aa  we  are  of  those  dtaguoatie  symptoms,  by 
which  they  can  with  certainty  be  known  to  e3(ist. 

Colerain^  December  i^slA,  ISIU 
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Ones  if  Emptysemaf  cured  by  the  Use  of  Cold  Applicatians^ 
By  P.  Johnson,  Sui^^n,  Royal  Navy. 

TTating  some  vears  a^  read  Mr  Geoghegan  of  Dublin's  me* 
-^-^  thod  of  rejuciog  inmiinal  hemias,  in  whieh  he  uses  appK«- 
cation  of  cold  in  different  forms,  to  lessen  the  volume  of  air  €on«- 
tained  in  the  intestine,  and  which  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  di& 
ficoky  of  retnniing  the  intestine  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
I  was  induced  to  try  the  effects  of  cold  both  ceneraliy  and  par* 
tially,  in  two  cases  of  emphysema  that  have  nappened  without 
any  evident  cause,  in  ships  I  have  served  in  during  the  last  two 
years.  Its  success,  in  these  two  cases,  may  render  them  worthjr- 
of  a  place  in  your  Journal,  and  may  lead  to  farther  knowledge 
of  a  disease,  whose  pathology  is  so  obscure. 

The  first  case  I  can  state  from  recdlection  onty,  the  journal 
of  it  being  sent  to  the  Transport-office,  and  I  have,  in  leavfng 
the  vessel  m  which  it  occurred,  lost  the  day-book.     The  patient 
waa  a  prisoner  taken  at  Flushing,  a  soldier  in  the  French  amKy^ 
a  Prussian  by  Urth,  aged  about  twen^-six,  five  feet  five  inchea 
high ;  a  good  smalls-swordsman,  but  positive  that  he  never  was 
wounded  in  that  exercise ;  often  subject  to  the  intermittent  fever  ■ 
of  Walcheren,  where  he  had  been  four  years,  and  rather  debi«i 
litated.    In  June  1310,  when  in  the  Elbe,  his  face  first  swelled  $  • 
in  two  days  afterwards  his  scrotum,  and  in  five  days  bis  neck 
and  breast  were  much  swelled  also ;  some  cough.     About  a  week . 
from  his  first  attad^  his  feet  swelled,  then  every  part  of  the  cel- 
lular membrane  throughout  his  body  appeared  distended  with  • 
air ;  much  dejection  and  fear  of  su&cation,  though  he  could  ^ 
swallow  fluids  with  ease ;  his  pulse  was  fiiU  and  slow.     Opiaai 

§|ive  him  relief;  the  tincture  of  digitalis  to  50  drops,  given 
iree  times  a-day,  lessened  his  pulse  and  cough.  He  tried  the 
cold  bath  once  a-day,  sometimes  in  the  morning,  sometimes  in 
the  evening,  with  great  relief;  did  not  cough  for  one  or  two 
hours  after  coming  out.  A  mixture  of  vinegar  and  salt-water,  in 
the  proportion  of  one  part  of  the  former  to  three  of  the  latter^ 
was  applied  to  his  scrotum  by  a  cloth  kept  wet  with  it,  which^  . 
although  it  did  not  lessen  the  size,  yet  prevented  its  increase. 
Thoimh  he  was  getting  better,  the  accommodations  being  bad» 
and  ship  small,  I  was  obli^  to  advise  to  send  him  on  shore  U^ 
the  hospital  the  tliird  week  of  his  complaint* 
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The  next  ease  occurred  in  July  last,  o£P  Norway,  in  «'  stout 
healthy  man,  aged  about  thirty-ioilF,  who  had  been  a  sailor  up- 
wards of  ten  years.  He  complained  of  both  calfs  of  his  I^ 
being  much  swollen  with  some  fatigue  after  walking;  his  pu^se 
reguhr.  I  gave  him  30  grains  of  jalap,  with  directions  to  rub 
bis  legs  with  warm  Banner;  this  was  on  the  iSth. 

l^tL — Swelling  increased,  with  dyspnoea ;  neck  swelled  also  ; 
pulse  fall  and  soft.     Tinct.  digitalis  gtt.  40  nocte. 

15^.— Tinct.  cont.  mane  et  nocte.  ^ 

16th. — Dyspnoea  less;  pulse  soft  and  slow;  good  rest;  stools 
regular.  Crem.  tart.  5iij.  aquae  fbiij.  pro  potu  ordinario ;  Tinct* 
laven.  oomp.  5j<  olei  menthse  pip.  gtt.  iv.  M.  nocte. 

\7tk. — Emphysema  general ;  scrotum  greatly  enlarged.  Tincfc. 
dig.  gtt  90  mane,  et  tinctures  rhei  {j.  nocte. 

18M.— Has  used  the  cold  bath ;  dyspnoea,  of  cough,  better 
after  its  use ;  several  loose  stools.  Ether,  sulph.  gtt.  40,  tinct. 
Jav.  5j'  M.  nocte. 

%9fh, — Is  oUiged  to  sleep  in  nearly  an  erect  position  ;  deje6« 
tion  and  fear  of  suffocation  great ;  pulse  full  but  soft ;  cold  wa- 
ter used  firom  abdomen  upwards  in  the  morning,  and  from  ab« 
jdomen  downwards  at  night.  Cont.  edier.  2  p.  ni.  hora:  dig.  efc 
<^ii  tinet  $a.  gtL  30  M«  nocte.  ^ 

20^it— rCont^  med.  ut  heri,  et  aqua  frigida  marina;  "  feeka. 
load, "  he  says,  ^^  on  his  chest ; "  his  neck  is  much  swollen ;  every . 
part  of  his  body  distended  with  air.  Cont  tinct.  dig.  ter  ia . 
die.  This  day,  in  the  morning,  stood  under  the  pump  from  salt , 
water  i  at  night  better*. 

2ii^.— Used  the  ccid  wat^  at  a  p.  m. ;  better.     Cont.  dig. 
The  weather  being  warm,  and  no  therinometer  on  board,  I  can^" 
not  say  what  precise  degree  the  water  was ;  he  felt  it  very  cold  ; . 
fae  neither  belched  wind  nor  passed  any  by  l^e  anus. 

22df. — The  size  of  the  scrotum  less ;  his  cough  less ;  neck  less 
fiw^ed  in  morning,  but  more  at  night  Cont  tinct.  dig^  Five 
boars  sleep  last  night 

23^. — Cont  digitalis  tinct  bis  in  die,  cum  t  opii  gtt.  30 
nocte. 

24M.--r  Better;  puke  natural;  has  emitted  the  cold  water,  and- 
has  used  all  his  drink  cold.     Cont  dig.  ut  heri. 

Mth. — jScrotum  muoh  distended ;  keeps  it  wet  with  cold  wa«. 
ter ;  swallowing  less  difficult ;  complains  of  dysuria*    Ether,  ni- . . 
Irofti  5j.  bis  in  die. 

26th. — Dysuria  gone ;  ether  purged  him ;  all  medicines  were 
omitted ;  got  well  d^ly  to  the  8th  of  August,  when  he  was  dis^ 
/charged  to  duty.     I  shall  only  remark  on  this  man's  case,  that  he . 
If  ^  bettejr  after  the  cq]^  bath*    T^QOV  three  t^^  he  complain'- 
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ed  of  the  f*eii€ral  affiision  m  toe  oold^  thergfere  usecl  it  only  on 
hstf  his  body.  His  nii<kts  weiv  aiways  restless ;  hi9'bo>we)s  regu- 
Im* ;  bk  pulse  more  roll  tlMin  tiAturftl,  though  not  bard.  Al- 
thongh  the  hist  of  thwe  cases  was  the  worst,  neilher  ooirid  re- 
main in  bed  above  two  or  three  b^vurs  at  a  time  \  warmth  in- 
creased the  volume  of  air.  llie  disi talis  was  used  to  increase 
the  aoti<Mi  of  the  absorbents,  as  in  dropsy.  Having  never  seen 
a  case  of  the  kind  treated  by  any  other  person,  I  was  at  a  con- 
siderable loss  how  to  act.  Books  gave  ne  little  inibrmattcm. 
Skeeme^f  Rih%ary  10,  1811S. 
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1.  On. an  Anoaafyin  Fascination, 

K  medicine,  as  in  other  experimental  sciences,  the  anomaMet 
which  occur  in  practice  may  be  considered  useful,  hi  as  much 
as  they  tend  to  estabNsh  the  general  truth  contended  (or,  by  pai^ 
ttculany  distinguishing  ittie  exceptions  to  it.  l>iis  position  wiH 
cspetiaJly  apply  to  vaccination,  the  occurrence  of  the  smaS-pox 
after  which  has  recently  given  much  alarm,  and  produced  serious 
apprehension  with  many,  of  the  permanent  security  sought  from 
the  vaccine  inoculation.  It  is  my  wish  to  contribute  my  mite 
towards  the  removal  of  this  unfaivourable  impression  ;  and  this  i 
hope  to  do,  in  some  degree,  by  a  j^n  recital  of  the  fdlowhig 
facts. 
'  On  the  6th  of  October  ISIl,  I  vaccinated  two  iniknts  for  the 
second  time,  after  an  interval  of  several  weeks  from  their  former 
vaccination.  This  nrpetkion  was  judged  expedient,  from  thedls^ 
ease  having  passed  through  its  several  stages  with  unusual  rapidity, 
being  at  the  height,  k)  one  instanc'e,  on  the  eighth  day  irom  the 
vaccination,  and  in  the  other  on  the  ninth — though  in  each  the 
appearances  on  the  arm  were  characteristic,  and  otherwise  satis- 
ftctory.  At  this  second  v«ccinatk)n,  1  made  a  puncture  in  each 
arm  of  my  little  patients.  Next  day  each  puncture  exhibited 
signs  of  inflammation,  which  had  increased  on  the  day  foHowing ; 
but,  on  the  third,  the  inHammation,  instead  of  advancing,  was 
evidently  subsiding,  and,  in  a  few  days  more,  had  disappeared. 
I  tconchide,  therelbrei  that  the  farmer  vaeciBatiofi  was  conifritele  | 
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and  that;  the  mfUdity  with  which  the  diaetae  had  pUaed  thi^rN^ 
its  several  stages,  coi^titttled  only  a  variety. 

With  the  point  of  th«  lancet  chargod  to  vacciaate^dne  of  diesa 
young  Subjects  the  second  time,  I  inadvertently  touched  my  kA 
cheek,  but  not  so  deeply  as  to  draw  biood,  ana  for  near  a  week 
I  thuught  no  tnore  about  it*  What  I  considered  to  be  a  pimplei 
had  been  a  little  troublesome  for  several  days  $  but»  expectiiiff  k 
to  go  away  again^  I  did  not  particularly  notice  it ;  nor  did  I  dia* 
corer  its  real  nature  until  the  morning  of  the  seventh  di^  frooa 
the  accident,  when  its  vaccine  diaracter  was.  tx>o  evidertt  t3o  be 
mistaken.  For  two  or  three  days  preeediiig^  I  was  restless  aad 
thirsty,  my  head  had  ached,  and  my  appetite  for  animal  food 
was  gone  f  but  the  cause  of  this  slight  indisposition  had  not  once 
occurred  to  itte. 

From  this  time  the  vesicle  enlarged,  and  the  inflammation 
aprcad  ia  ihe  usual  manner.  On  tke  ninth  and  idaik  days'  the 
eamefaetsoQ  was  considerable  t  diegtaDds,  at  the  Itagle,  and  onder 
the  knrerjaw,  on  the  same  side^  wereawelM  and  psanfur;  aUc^ 
on  the  tenth  day,  the  throbbinfg  pain  in  the  (^eek  was  so  violeni 
fls  to  induce  me  to  omdiide  diat  an  abscess  woukl  forn*  Hosr» 
ever,  on  the.  eleventh,  ail  the  ayttptoms  b^aa  to  abate,  and 
theaeeforward  gradual^  subsided)  and  the  crust  from  the  vesi» 
cle  exfoliated  on  the  23d  of  the  sam^e  month.  Wishing  the  dm* 
etue  to  pursue  its  own  oewirse,  the  oidy  medicine  taken  was  a  lit« 
tie  soiphate  of  magnesia  to  taoderate  the  severity  of  the  ftin  ia 
die  head ;  but  no  outward  meias  whatever  were  employed^ 

On  die  15tfa  of  October,  or  eighth  day  from  receiving  the  in* 
fection^  thuee  children  were  vaccinated  from  my  cheek,  at  the 
infirmary)  and  they  all  took  the  cow-^mik.  On  the  23d  of  Octo- 
ber^  from  a  fine  veside  on  the  arm  of  one  of  these  children,  I  vac* 
cinated  a  private  patient^  an  infant,  and  she  passed  through  the 
disease  in  a  sati^Gsu^tory  manner :  And  here,  the  experiments 
ended.  On  the  whole,  however^  I  may  be  permitted  to  oSer  a 
few  remarks. 

It  is  just  within  my  reoollection,  that,  when  a  child,  I  had  the 
smaU-pox  in  die  natural  way,  and,  during  the  coarse  of  my  pro* 
feesioaai  life,  andl  the  discovery  of  vaccination,  I  had  been  fre* 
<|aenjdy  caHed  to  attend  on  persons  labouring  under  the  inocu« 
kted  and  natural  smail^pox.  It  is  highly  probaUe,  therefore^ 
that  my  oonstitotion  was  shielded  against  the  small-^x  conta« 
gion.  Proof  though  as  it  might  be  against  the  variolous  conta« 
gion,  it  still  remained  susceptible  of  the  vaccine  infection ;  and 
from  this  fact  an  inference  might  be  drawn  unfavourable  to  the 
identify  of  the  two  diseases.  Indeed,  die  phetKxn^na  of  the  s  uall- 
poot  and  of  die  cow-^kkx  are  not  precisely  the  same*  though,  ^e^ 
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neraBy  spaakingy  the  system  is  left  in  the  same  state  }ay  both  i 
and  hence  an  identity  of  effect  on  the  constitution  may  be  justly 
jnfei*red«  To  ascertain  this  point,  so  many  experiments  have 
been  instituted,  that  it  cannot  be  any  longer  doubtful.  It  is 
equally  certain  too,  that  the  small«pox  may  occur  twice  in  the 
same  subject  $  and  we  have  seen,  that  a  person  who  has  had  the 
amall-pox  will  receive  the  cowhsox,  and,  by  possibility,  the  for- 
mer disease  will  supervene  to  the  latter.  But  such  exceptions  to 
the  general  course  of  experience  ought  not  to  influence  the  con- 
duct of  the  practitioner,  who,  on  the  contrary,  wiH  rest  his  claim 
to  success  on  the  aggregate  of  fiiets^  and  not  on  the  exceptions 
toiL 

S.  On  the  utility  of  Diuretics  in  Vlcers  situated  on  tie  kftoer 

Extremities. 

Among  the  means  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers 
situated  on  the  lower  extronides,  to  which  weavers,  and  some^ 
other  labouring  classes  are  more  particularly  inddenf,  diuretics 
liave  obtained  a  less  share  of  attention  than  they  seem' to  de* 
serve.  In  ulcers  of  this  description,  which  are  mostly  erf*  long* 
standing,  oedema  of  the  limb  is  a  usual  concomitant ;  and,  in 
this  symptom,  depending  on  the  loss  of  tone,  bandages  give  an 
obvious  and  sfRcient  support 

In  this  plan  of  treatment  by  bandages,  diuretics  will  be  found 
a  powerful  auxiliary,  since  they  reduce  the  oedema,  chec^  the 
further  deposition  of  lymph,  and  facilitate  the  reacquisition  of 
tone  in  the  parts*  If  the  ulcer  should  possess  a  specific  charac- 
ter, its  appropriate  remedy  will  also  form  a  part  of  the  course. 

In  ulcers  on  the  legs,  attended  with  caitosi^,  wbidt  constitute 
a  great  majority  of  such  cases,  the  compound  squill  pill,  in  the 
i1()N0  of  three  pills,  two  or  three  times  anclay,  is  often  sufficiently 
illuratioj  In  those  cases  where  it  is  not  so,  the  subcarbonate  of 
|)Otash,  and  n^irit  of  nitrous  ether,  taken  in  a  draught  of  the 
compound  infusion  of  gentian,  will  seldom  fail  to  increase  the 
secretion  by  the  kidneys  to  the  extent  wished  for  ^  and  at  nighty 
if  a  still  more  powerful  diuretic  be  required,  the  union  of  mer- 
cury with  squill  and  digitalis  may  be  added  to  the  business  of 
the  day.  But  out  of  this  uncertain  class  of  remedies,  the  judi- 
cious surgeon  will  choose  for  himself.  In  the  cases  described,  I 
have  found  the  production  of  an  increased  flow  of  urine  a  ma- 
teria) improvement  of  their  treatment,  and  as  such  I  recommend 
it  to  the  profession, 

3.  On  the  property  of  Arsenic  in  Cancer. 
The  property  of  arsenic,  taken  interKaOy,  of*  allaying  the.paiil 
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of  cancer  in  the  ulcerated  stage,  is  already  before  the  pubUe. 
In  the  common  cancer,  and  in  that  variety  of  cancer  to  whick 
chimney-sweepers  are  incident,  its  effects  are  nearly  similar.  In 
both  it  improves  the  quality  of  the  discharge  from  the  ulcer,  and 
alleviates  the  pain,  without  inducing  stupor  or  disposition  to 
sleep.  Hence  it  may  be  considered  an  antalgic  rather  than  an 
anodi^  in  such  cases* 

Id  the  year  1810,  an  elderly  gentlewoman  took  the  "  liquor  ar* 
senicalis  "  in  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  right  breast,  twice  a  day  for 
three  months.  Her  sufierings  were  extreme  before  she  entered 
on  this  course ;  soon,  however,  the  arsenic  gave  her  ease,  and^ 
with  a  few  exceptions,  kept  her  easy  during  the  remainder  of 
her  life.  These  exceptions  for  the  most  part  took  place  when  the 
tubercles  were  about  to  exfoliate ;  after  the  exfoliation,  the  paia 
again  subsided ;  the  hollow  granulated;  the  granulations  were  flo- 
rid, and  healtby-loolsing ;  and  the  secretion  from  them  was  pii'- 
rulent.  By  these  means,  she  was  kept  vei*y  tolerably  easy,  cofOe* 
pared  with  what  is  usually  sufiered,,  as  she  gradually  sunk ;  nor 
did  she  experience  any  of  those  unpleasant  symptoms,  which  are 
said  to  arise  from  the  continued  exhibition  of  arsenic 

As  the  pain  in  the  ccnnnran,  and  in  the  chimney-sweepers^ 
or  soot-cancer,  is  alike  alleviated  by  the  internal  exhibition  d 
arsenic,  may  we  thence  infer  the  identity/  of  the  poison  in  these 
two  diseases  ?  If  a  different  cause  can  produce  the  same  morbid 
change  of  structure  in  a  part,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  conceiv- 
ing a  similarity  of  function  in  the  subsequent  action  of  the  party 
however  dissimilar  the  original  cause  might  have  been. 

4.    On  the  Property  of  Iron  in  Cancer* 

There  is  a  material  difference  between  curing  a  disease,  and 
alleviating  some  of  its  more  distressing  symptoms.  But  this  disr 
tinction  has  not  always  been  sufficiently  attended  to  in  practice; 
and  hence  a  medicine,  highly  extolled  at  one  time,  has  after- 
wards sunk  into  neslect,  though  by  no  means  destitute  of  valu- 
able properties.  The  history  of  the  remedies  prescribed  in  can* 
cer,  will  supply  an  exemplification  of  the  validity  of  this  opinion^ 
a  disease  for  which,  I  believe,  no  cure  is  yet  known  except  its 
excision,  in  the  early  stage,  while  it  is  yet  local,  and  the  systeia 
is  uncont^minated  by  absorption. 

Among  the  remedies  entitled  to  attention,  in  combating  some 
oP  the  symptoms  of  cancer,  are  the  preparations  of  iron ;  and 
to  ascertain  the  extent  of  their  pretensions,  I  selected  two  cases 
cyf  genuine  cancer  of  the  mammaeij  advanced  into  the  state  of 
idcaration*    lu  each,  the  treatment  was  conducted  agreeaUjf  to 


were  n,uch  U«e„ed,  .S  SJiMhS^^JrM-L'S'^  "^P^ 
«d*r»bl5  ^.educed  in  bolk.  tiert tfoadSnSe^SlT j**"" 
ofsbort  duration  j  .  tloueh  «oon  Xr  fi^!2?!J^?^'  *2.**  *"« 

wqncrt,  she  quitted  the  InHnuay       "v««y,  «nd,  at  her  awh 

Itt  the  intemik  of  my  tltita.  both  thow  t^^  ■  j.     ^ 
m  f«lO«8t.  with  partii  att;«Soo  tolLSS.  ^iK*^'  "' 
DunoiB,  the  late  ve^r  r«8tM«Ss  wtS^'  ^  ^  *^^ 
ty  and  humanity  to  L  ^C  aStSi^.S^d'T t**^ 
m  my  power  tft  bestow.  ^^  wmniendatlott  rt  is 

In  estimatiflflr  the  voJue  of  iroH  as  a  i-am^.  j-  .^         - 
At  above  twbLe^  it  troald ^,  O^^LS^^'^IT 
^Kglit  to  aMetiate  the  t«™ehtiSvS^g*^f  heTdlS^'*"^*^ 
nfcer,  and  ••  a  temnorarv  <.li**.fcf«^r  ^  -j^  diflbaed  over  th« 

m  b6th  the*  re^pem.  L  muJh  i4riorlS  S^'I^r^^^ 
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br^t?f?f!»iP''>  ^«»^  I  «tirpated  a  c^cer  from  the  leil 
Dreast  ot  a  female  {  it  was  of  «x  nioBttat  ttandinir.  nainfnl  «™ 
gy  on  the  surface,  and  incompressibly  hard.    T^?S„  ^ 
m^e  nearly  ref^cfl^  J  «  tt^od  of  oLatiL  tfert  I  Sowt^ J^ 
»  it  tifof ds  a  r*ady  exit  td  the  di«AEl,  IdSvi  ^riT±»? 

«  if  *r^S'°l^**.P»?'  '*q«i'*««tirpation.   Whence indslort 
«S^£*fe.*'*=^'"«1.r*«'  ctftw^tjr.  collect  i?AefowS 

C£te.  «*  «udi  rttttd  th*  Iwafe^  of  the  wound/  ^ 
l«i;t?r^  """•".?*  ocetirted  in  the  operation.  But,  oh  exanrfn:. 
iSi  t«n««r  after  extirpation,  ft  a^red  to  oonsfet  3?S. 
J^«^««  subsunce,  of  a  tex«rfe  soTS^d  as  to  resoJad  l^ 
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pttplesA  thto^s&t  the  dhofofe.  It  k«  I fav^  the  tp4riif  Mkofuliiy 
w»  w^  as  of  canceiry  ^ct  to  veuam  unauhdve^  and  to  stand  aa  a 
jteproaib  fo  cb»  h^abasf  art#  Nererthelassy  thoiigli  tbe  poi^  to 
^xtmgiiish  them  ba  d^nie^i  ns^  we  have  reason  t(»  be  thaukful 
Ifhae  we  can  do  so  nmch  ui  aliaviadon  of  the  suffiriflgs  oS  imt 
fdbw  creatunras*  In  p^rsuanee  of  tjm  ckffictf  I  shalT  pn^rane 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Faiculty,  the  empfcyiinent  of  the 
^  Liquor  Ferri  Alkalini  "  of  the  Ixmdon  Dispensatory  of  th0 
year  IW^,  This  prapavation  I  h^Te  eoiployed  pretty  extenaivQ- 
ly  in  scrofula  for  some  time  past ;  and^  from  mijr  ptescsit  cxpe^ 
Tieaftee,  I  am  kd  to  consider  it  as  s  viiluable  aoqiiisttiDtt^  In  meU 
lings  <rf  die  coA^bbttte  glands,  and  in  aavefiibiia  ulber aitiaa^  in 
which  twa  foraw  of  the  disease  it  has  been  mostly  exhibitedt  dbs 
patients  have  derived  taore  b^iefit  from  it,  than  from  an^  otbei^ 
preparation  of  ivon,  or  from  the  cinohoDa* 

In  adaninisceriBg^  the  liquor  ferr.  alic  I  hamp  i^Tas^ibed  it  in 
the  commiSn  dose,  largehf  Muted  mth  watery  two:  or  thoree  tinwn 
a-day,  iM^oerding  to  iis  sensible  efieote,  increasuig  or  Hmnoninp  th0 
doee^  so  te  to  procnre  not  more  dian  two  eraduMi^st  frein.  ike 
bowels  in  the  eoarse  of  the  twentyxfowr  boars*  Besides  itfi  opera- 
Cion  OB  the  bowels,  the  kidnisya  %ise  stimubuied  to  an  increased  se- 
cretion,  and  a  conriderable  flo(W  of  urine  is  often  thc^  eonaequeniee* 
To  iliese  properties  of  a  diuretic,  and  an  aperieiit,  beloi^  thss0 
frfa  fonk>  since  the^  appetite  And  general  strength  Are  matemily 
improved  by  it» 

A  medietne,  poasessed  of  soch  aetire  qualitiea  as!  these^  iii  evi^ 
denily  w^  adapted  to  sc^ofida  ^  and  abb  to  fidfil  the.  curative 
iatcntton  in  some  other  diseases  of  debility,  in  which  relief  ia  to 
be  expected  from  the  union  of  an  evncuant^and  ai  touiic» 

McmckesM'f  Jbth  2^1,  1612* 
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(Xservatians  on  ihost  AoAiint^  c&mmontif  Aittiieii  to  rte  ff&irf  cf 
a  Ball.    By  Jqhij  S^ence,  Kt  D.  Surgeon,  Jtqyal  Navy, 

I  HAVE  long  had  doubts  respecting  tKe  alleged  cause  of  thosei  bc* 
cidenu  that  faappeA  in  battle^  particularly  on  board  ship,  frojooi 
what  is  generally  termed  the  wind  of  a  shot.  .  I  waain  hi^est  on 
seeing  Mr  EUb's  observnisKaM  in.  your^  Journal  for  Jaouairjd  to  hav9 

fOi.«V2II.  Ko^se.  % 
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had  the  danse'of  those  accidents  more  dearljr  elucidated ;  but  al- 
though Mr  EUis  deserves  every  prabe  for  his  ingenious  theory  and 
latkdaUe  investigation  of  a  arcumstance  that  reouires  more  at- 
tention than  has  hitherto  been  giyen  to  it,  and  futbough  the  sU 
milarity  of  the  efiects  with  those  of  lightningt  are  in  many  points 
striking,  yet  his  reasoning  does  not  appear  to  me  convincing. 

In  battle  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  those  engaged  can  pay 
attention  to  every  little  passing  circumstances  therefore  it  must  hie 
from  attention  to  the  accident,  and  other  local  circumstances,  that 
*  we  are  to  learn  the  cause. 

The  sudden  concnssimi  or  agitation  of  the  contiguous  atmos- 
phere,  by  the  rapid  motion  of  such  a  small  body  as.  a  cannon-ball, 
does  not  appear  to  be  sufBcieni  to  account  for  the  extent  of  injury 
often  produced^  and  alleged  to  be  from  that  cause  only.  In  all 
the  cases  that  have  fallen  under  my  treatment  and  observation,  I 
think  I  have  be^  able  to  account  for  the  cause  more  satisfacto- 
rily to  mysdf ;  and  the  numerous  occurrences  in  every  battle,  of 
cannon-balls  passing  close  to  the  body,  without  doing  injury, 
should,  at  least,  induce  us  to  some  investigation,  before  leaving  it 
^o  a  supposed  cause,  which  may  lead  to  a  careless  treatment* 

There  are  many  substances,  comparatively  light  of  themselves^ 
•on  board  ship,  such  as  canvas,  rope-yarns,  part  of  the  bedding, 
&c«  which,  when  carried  along  with  the  velocity  of  a  ball,  or 
teven  driven  but  a  short  way  with  that  force,  are  apt  to  do  con- 
siderable injury  by  hitting  tne  body,  and,  by  occupying  a  large  or 
sntaH  btdk,  may,  or  may  not,  produce  external  mark  of  ipjury. 
I  know  an  officer  who  had  considerable  pain  in  the  loins  fpr  some 
time  after  a  battle,,  supposed  to  be  from  the  wind  of  a  shot,  as 
he  was  not  conscious  of  any  thing  having  hit  him,  and  there  was 
no  external  mark ;  but  the  flakes  of  a  bed  irom  the  hammock- knit- 
tings, being  pretty  thick  on  his  coat,  showed  to  me  that  the  pain 
was  produced  by  something  more  dense  than  wind ;  and  had  it  been 
the  stomach  thet  was  hit,  instead  of  the  back,  I  think  it  very  proba- 
ble that  o£Bicer  would  have  been  killed.  It  is  well  known  that  a 
«mart  blow  on  the  stomach  will  produce  faintness,  and  sometimes 
deprive  a  person  of  Ufe,  without  producing  any  external  mark, 
which  often  happens  with  boys  or  men  fighting ;  and  it  has  hap^ 
pened,  that  a  person  has  been  killed  by  the  sudden  push  of  a 
foil,  which  biirsted  the  peritonaeum,  without  causiiTg  any  exter- 
nal mark.  Surely  neither  of  these  will  be  imputed  to  the  effects 
of  electric  matter.  As  to  its  often  happening  that  the  person  is 
not  conscious  of  having  been  struck  by  any  thing  when  those  in- 
juries are  received,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  known 
that  sometimes  a  severe  wound  is  inflicted,  and  the  person  not 
know  it  until  it  is  pointed  out  to  him,  as  he  gets  faint  by  loss  of 
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blood.  I  knew  a  man  that  was  wounded  with  a  flattened  baO, 
full  two  inches  in  diameter,  which  lodged  deep  in  the  thigh  ;  and 
when  getting  faint  with  the  loss  of  blood,  asked  his  officer  fpr 
permission  to  go  to  the  surgeon,  as  he  was  afraid  he  was  wound- 
ed somewhere,  for  he  was  not  able  to  stand,  I  have  also  known 
a  musket-ball  pass  through  a  part  of  the  body,  and  the  person 
not  be  conscious  of  ha dng  been  wounded  until  he  discovered  the 
blood :  and  many  instances  I  have  known,  of  injuries  about  the 
face  discovered  after  an  action,  which  had  not  before  beea 
noticed.  I  have  always  imputed  those  little  accidents  to  somq 
light  substance  having  been  brought,  with  great  velocity,  in  con- 
tact with  the  face :  but  in  what  way  they  occurred,  whether  from 
the  wind  of  a  shot,  part  of  the  ship's  material,  electric  matter,  or 
latent  caloric  developed,  I  believe  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  in- 
dividual to  ascertain  in  time  of  action  at  sea.  As  to  the  negative 
circumstances,  which  occur  against  the  opinion  of  the  wind  of  a 
shot,  or  even  electricity  or  latent  caloric  being  the  cause  of 
those  accidents,  the  instances  are  very  numerous  of  shot  passing 
very  close  to  the  body  without  doing  any  injury.  In  those. cases^ 
I  suppose,  there  is  nothing  carried  along  with  the  ball ;  for  the 
jacket  or  trowsers,  and  even  the  waistcoat,  is  sometimes  torikp 
without  the  skin  being  injured,  and  even  buttons  are  torn  from  the 
clothes  by  a  ball ;  but  this  cannot  be  wondered  at  when  we  know 
that  a  button  may  be  struck  off  a  coat,  by  a  smart  blow  with  the 
end  of  a  ramrod,  often  without  the  person  perceiving  it,  and  no 
one  will  think  of  imputing  this  to  the  attractive  power  of  electri- 
city. I  knew  an  instance  of  a  shot  which  passed  through, both  sides 
of  the  cabin  of  a  frigate,  and  in  its  course  struck  a  store-room  key» 
(a  common-sized  door  key),  that  was  lying  loose,  with  one  half  of 
it  exposed  beliind  a  looking-glass,  at  the  side  of  the  cabin.  The 
key  was  bent  considerably  without  being  moved  from  its  place, 
neither  did  the  glass  receive  the  slightest  injury.  A  dollar  has 
been  known  to  have  been  broken  in  many  pieces  in  the  pocket, 
by  a  musket- ball,  without  the  person  receiving  any  injury. 

Why  should  not  every  cannon-ball  that  carries  away  a  limb,  or 
wounds  the  body,  bring  along  with  it  its  other  baneful  influence  i 
If  tlie  cause  is  produced  by  the  velocity^  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  hitting  the  body  in.  passing  can  have  impeded  much  of  the 
velocity ;  and  there  are  numerous  wounds  by  cannon-balls,  where 
no  other  part  is  injured  but  what  has  been  in  actual  contact  with 
the  ball. 

There  is  what  is  termed  the  brush  of  a  ball,— that  is,  a  ball 
having  passed  so  near,  as  actually  to  touch  the  clothes,  and 
neither  tear  them  nor  the  skin.     This  generally  produces  a 
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RBmbnesS)  swelRtigi  and  inflammatioTii  more  or  less,  arcording  to 
the  part  that  has  been  rubbed,  and  if  not  early  attended  to,  is  apt 
to  produce  extensive  injnry.  I  knew  a  case  of  the  kind,  where 
the  person  bring  fool-^hardj,  and  wishing  to  brave  it,  would  not 
Se  by  from  his  usnal  duty,  until  he  was  not  able  to  perform  it ; 
flie  whole  gluteus  muscle  became  sphacelous,  and  ultimately  was 
Ae  cause  of  his  being  discharged  from  the  service.  And  as  a 
person  is  apt  to  be  struck  down  by  a  sudden  touch  on  the  stomach, 
many  of  the  injuries  may  be  imputed  to  the  fall ;  for  mstance,  a 
Kmb  might  be  fractured.  I  have  known  such  an  occurrence,  by 
timply  falling  on  the  deck. 

As  to  the  fact  of  cannon-balls  carrying  light  substances  alon^ 
with  them,  they  so  very  seldom  stick  in  the  body,  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  to  ascertain  positively  that  they  do ;  but  with  grape^ 
shot,  canister-shot,  and  musket- balls,  I  have  had  ample  testimo^ 
Ay ;  and  I  think  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  cannon-balls 
do  also,  from  the  many  pieces  carried  away  where  the  shot  have 
&it  or  passed  through  ;  and  k  is  also  pretty  evident  on  sweeping 
die  decks  after  a  battle.  And  if  this  should  take  place  on  board 
Miip,  why  not  also  on  shore,  where  wadding  is  used  of  various 
materhils,  and  a  baH  may  have  to  ^icounter,  in  its  passage, 
ahrubs,  grass,  land,  mud,  &c.  ? 

That  soft  substances  carried  with  great  velocity  will  break  a 
Smb,  I  readily  believe.  I  knew  a  person,  in  bathing,  who  fell 
from  a  considerable  height  flat  on  the  Water ;  the  breast,  belly, 
and  thighs,  were  as  black  as  if  he  had  been  beaten  with  a  stick. 

Witii  regard  to  the  pulverizing^  of  the  bones,  as  no  instance 
ef  that  circumstance  has  come  to  my  knowledge^  nor  to  any  of 
my  acqusuntance,  I  can  say  nothing  respecting  it ;  neither  can  f 
bring  it  to  my  ideas,  that  it  could  be  effected  by  the  brush  ef  a 
ball.  All  other  incidents,  I  think,  might  be  imputed  to  mecba* 
TMcbX  force  only.'  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  am  well  convl^H^d 
there  wre  no  accidents  which  require  to  be  more  narrowly  watch- 
ed than  those  supposed  to  have  happened^  f)*om  the  wind  of  a 
$hot.  Inflammation  frequently  supervenes,  and,  if  not  early 
checked  by  bleeding,  purging^  and  othsar  antiphlogisties,  it  wiff 
mn  rapidly  to  gangrene. 

These  rew  unconnected  remarks  may  perhaps  induce  some, 
HUrhose  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  phenomenon  have  been 
more  extensive,  to  throw  more  light  on  tnis  doubtful  subject.* 

Dimfermline,  F^.  1812. 
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Riport  efthe  Board  of  Health  at  New-  ^or^^  m  "Ste  YeUcfm  Rver 
at  Perth' Amboy.  Communicated,  with  a  Prefatory  Lettel*|  by 
C  Chxsholm,  M.  D«  BristoL 

Dear  Sir, 
T  HAVE  lately  received  from  a  friend  at  New- York,  a  copy  o^ 
-*-  the  report  of  a  committee  of  ptiysicians,  ordered  hy  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  State  to  inquire  into  the  evidences  of  the 
existence  of  yellow  fever  (malignant  pestilential)  in  the  cHy  oi 
Perth- Amboy  in  New- Jersey,  m  Scf)tember  last.  There  are 
some  circumstances  in  this  repcHl,  of  a  nature  which  merits  the 
attention  of  those  who  are  sedulous  in  the  development  of  truth, 
and  whose  minds  have  been  directed  to  the  establishment  of  the 
fact,  of  the  origin  of  the  pestilential  fever  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  imported  Infection*  The  consideration  of  these 
has  induced  me  to  believe,  that  the  insertion  of  the  report  in  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  may  be  acceptable  to  you,  and  to 
the  description  of  your  readers  I  have  alluded  to^  I  therefore 
have  much  pleasure  in  transmitting  it ;  and  I  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  say  doing  so  furnishes,  to  take  leave  to  point  out  two 
or  three  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  circumstances  which  have 
more  particularly  engaged  my  attention.  One  is  the  positive  re- 
fusal of  the  medical  health  officers  to  form  a  part  of  the  commit- 
tee, although  requested  so  to  do  by  the  Board  qf  Health  ;  and 
the  almost  positive  refusal  of  the  c^cer  more  immediately  em- 
ployed in  the  preservation  of  the  oitv  of  NewrYork  from  imports 
ed  infection,  to  give  the  committee  that  information,  which  it  wa^ 
his  duty  to  communicate,  and  which  nii^t  have  &o  essentially 
^contributed  to  the  welfare  of  the  public.  You  will  recollect,  that 
on  an  occasion  precisely  similar,  this  very  physician,  Dr  Rod- 
gers,  conducted  himself  in  precisely  the  same  manner.  The  mo- 
tives to  this  extraordinary  conduct,  and  the  pernicious  conse- 
quences resulting  from  it,  I  have  stated  in  my  letter  to  Dr  Hay- 
garth,  to  which  I  oeg  to  refer.  Another  prominent  circumstance  is« 
the  elucidation  of  the  fact  of  imported  infection,  obtained  through 
the  candour  and  liberality  of  gentlemen  at  Amboy,  who,  from  a 
correct  and  judicious  performance  of  their  civil  and  medical  du- 
ties, had  been  able  to  irace  the  origin,  progress,  and  character  of 
the  evil.  I  moi^  paiticularly  wish  to  lean  on  this  circumstance, 
•because  it  points  oiit  the  eminent  importance  to  a  community^  ^' 
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possessing  men  who,  from  principle,  will  discharge  the  duties  of 
good  citizens  ;  whilst  it  exhibits  the  destructive  consequences  of 
placing  in  situations  of  high  trust  and  responsibility,  mrn  who, 
to  serve  the  sinister  purposes  of  a  party,  avoid  the  investigation 
of  truth,  communicate  false  colouring  to  it,  or  employ  the  means 
of  subterfuge  aud  prevarication,  to  divert  the  public  attention 
from  it.     1  am  not  too  severe  in  these  animadversions.     Severity 
to  the  guilty  becomes  safety  to  the  innocent.     And  having,  on  a 
former  occasion  (Letter  to  Dr  Haygarth)  used  full  freedom  of  re- 
inark,  without,  hitherto,  any  attempt  at  refutation  of  the  pre- 
mises on  which  I  founded  it,  I  have  a  right  to  believe  I  acted  on 
sound  principle,  in  relation  to  the  public  and  myself.     Another 
circumstance  deserving  particular  notice,  is,  that  the  locality  of 
Perth- Amboy,  excludes  all  peculiar  causes  of  disease,  such  as 
marsh  exhalations,  reflected  heat,  imperfect  ventilation,  &c.  In  the 
course  of  my  military  medical  duties  during  the  revolutionary 
israr  in  North  America,  I  often  resided  at  Amboy  for  weeks  at  a 
time,  and  have  consequently  a  perfect  knowledge  of  its  situation. 
The  fact  of  imported  infection  is  therefore  the  more  firmly  esta- 
blished. 

Before  I  leave  you  to  the  perusal  of  the  report,  permit  me  to 
inquire,  whether  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  and 
reading  my  friend  Dr  Hosack's  Medical  and  Philosophical  Re- 
gister of  New- York.     Dr  Hosack,  seeing  the  extremely  pernici- 
ous tendency  of  the  promulgation  of  a  doctrine,  which  has  for 
its  sole  object  the  exclusion  of  infection  from  every  instance  of 
fever  in  the  United  States  of  America,  whether  such  exclusion 
was  manifested  by  truth,  or  supported  by  falsehood,  determined 
on  diffusing  a  pure  and  uncontaminated  knowledge  of  the  matter 
of  fact,  and  by  fair  and  unsophisticated  repKeseniation,  present- 
ing his  countrj^men  with  the  power  and  option  of  acting  decid- 
edly and  judiciously  for  their  own  preservation.     By  thjis  with- 
drawing ihe  mask  from  the  propagators  of  a  most  destructive 
theory^-by  thus  disabusing  the  honest  credulity  of  his  fellow-ci- 
tizens,— ^it  is  evident  he  may  be  the  means,  under  Heaven,  of 
conveying  to  them  a  benefit  of  incalculable  importance.     He  has 
entered  the  lists  armed  with  truth  and  rectitude  of  intention,  and 
Svith  a  consequent  boldness  and  strength  of  attitude  and  feature, 
that  hitherto,  as  they  ought,  render  him  ii. vincible ;  and  every 
lover  of  humanity  will  wish  to  borrow  the  sublime  imagery  of  the 
apostle,  that  therewith  he  shall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery 
darts  of  the  wicked.     I  remain,  &c. 

•      Januarj/  10,  1812.  3 
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Board  of  HeaWiy  September  IGthf  1811. 

Present — The  Honourable  Dewitt  Cwnton,  President. — Al- 
dermen^  Mesier,  Carpenter,  Fish,  C.  Pell,  Cunningham,  Buck- 
master,  J.  Pell,  Dickinson,  Hoogland,  Torrey.-*-jDoc/or5,  Mil« 
ler,  Bayley,  and  Douglass. 

Xnformation  having  been  given  to  the  Board,  that  a  dangerous,. 
**-  malignant,  and  infectious  fever  now  prevails  at  the  city  of 
Amboy,  in  Ne^x^Jersey^  it  was  resolved  that  it  be  recommended 
to  his  honour  the  Mayor  to  issue  his  proclamation,  interdicting 
all  communicfition  between  the  said  city  of  Amboy  and  this  city* 

Resolved  also,  that  a  xx>mnuttee  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Health-Officer  at  the  Quarantine  Ground,  and  obtain  from 
him,  and  from  such  other  sources  as  they  shall  judge  advisable, 
information  of  the  existence  of  the  said  disease,  and  other  facts 
deemed  necessary  by  them  $  and  report  with  all  convenient  speed 
to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  appointed  be,  Dr  Joseph  Bayley» 
Dr  John  H.  Douglass,  of  this  Board,  and  Dr  David  Hosack  of 
this  city ;  and  tliat  the  health-officer,  Dr  Rodgers,  be  associated 
vith  them* 


Board  (f  Healthy  September  I9th^  1811. 

Present — The  Honourable  Dewitt  Clinton,  President — Al^ 
dermerij  Mesier,  Carpenter,  Dickinson,  Cunningham,  Hoog- 
land, Buckmaster,  C.  Pell,  and  J.  PelL — PoctorSy  Jones,  Mil* 
ler,  Bayley,  and  Douglass. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  16th  were  read  and  ap* 
proved. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  health-officer,  and 
to  ascertain  the  facts  rei^ecting  the  disease  prevailing  at  Amboy, 
presented  the  following  report;  which  was  approved,  "and  ordered 
\o  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Healthy  to  in* 
vestigate  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  the  Disease  7um  prevailing 
at  Perth- Amboy ^  New-Jersey^  addressed  to  the  President  arid 
Members  of  the  Board  ,• — 

Gentlemen, 

Agreeably  to  the  instructions  conveyed  by  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  we  yesterday  proceeded  to  Perth- Amboy, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  relative  to  the  nature 
and  origin  of  the  disease  at  present  prevailing  in  that  city.  The 
health-officer,  Dr  Rodgers,  having  been  appointed  with  us  a 
member  o{  the  committer,  we.  waited  on  him  at  Staten- Island^ 


with  the  hope  that,  as  lie  hmA  bedi  at  Atafa^,  and  had  seen 
•ome  of  thote  jieiaons  who  hod  died  of  the  Ais^tstt  bgt  wmiA 
have  had  kimimpomfit to fiimuk  theanformittfoo «^iufed«  and 
perhaps  Modered  oor  vuit  at;  Ambojr  mnn^os^jBory  i  imd  m  ease 
ne  should  not  be  in  possession  of  .tae  facts  ^kh  w0uld  bee^* 
pected  by  the  Board  of  Health,  to  request  him»  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,  to  accompany  us  fot  the  pnvpose  of  inakkig  thii 
necessary  inquiries.    Upon  our  arrival  at  the  Quaraaitiiie  Gtound, 
we  accordingly  stated  to  the  heakh-officer,  that  infermatki^  ha^dl 
been  received  by  the  Board  of  Health,  of  the  prevalmee  •f  an 
infectious  disease  at  Perth*  Amboy,  which  had  excked  eoHttder* 
able  ahirm  among /the  dtizens  of  New- York:  Ttvat  in  oonte- 
quetice  of  this  in^rmatim,  the  Mayor  had  diongbt  it  weeessary 
tt>  issue  his  proclamatioi),  interdicting  the  «3oaamiimcafti«n  b^ 
t!Ween  the  two  places,  and  that  the  Bdardof  Heakh  had  uppoint^ 
ed  a  committee,  for  the  putposetyf  inquiriog  jmo  the  tacts  itS 
this  sulgect ;  That  Dr  MiQer,  the  resident  physician,  had  beeii 
I'ecitiested  1^  the  Board  to  be  a  member  of  the  oomimttee,  hut^ 
owing  to  unavoidable  engttgements,  he  had  decfimd  the  appoint- 
ment :  That  thereupon  mey  considered  it  expedients  request  the 
health-officer  to  perform  that  duty ;  and,  understanding  tlKit  h« 
had  already  been  at  Amboy,  and  nad  expressed  an  opinion  of  the 
nature  of  the  dfaiBa^,  tliey  hgsd  been  in  cspec^aiionpf  receiving 
fi^em  him  ui  ofiicial  sta^ei^cnt  <of  the  facts  that  were  now  sought 
fen-^Dr  Rodgers  replied^  ^'  that  he  did  not  consider  the  Board 
jSS  haying  any  right  to  expect  a  commxinicatlon  from  him,  rela;- 
tive  to  a  rever  at  Amboy. " — \'^e  then  observed*  that  as  a  constant 
communication  existed  between  Amboy  and  New- York,  and 
that,  as  the  disease  might  be  conveyed  to  the  latter  cily,  they  ex- 
pected from  him^  as  the  centinel  at  the  outrpost,  every  inMma* 
tion  in  his  power  to  communicate  i  and  that,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Board,  they  certainly  did  expect  that  he  would  also  commu- 
nicate to  us  the  facts  that  hod  come  to  his  hnowkdge.^^Dr  ftod-* 
gers  then  stated,  ^*  that  when  this  <fisease  might  coaie  under  his 
review  at  the  Quarantini^  Ground,  he  should  cspnsid^r  it  bis 
liuty  to  make  f uch  odrnmuniiDation,  but  Aot  till  then j '-  and  added^ 
f^  yoii  had  better^  gentlemen,  proceed  ^o  Amboy  to  seek  inSorina- 
tion  for  yourselves  $  "  that  his  duty  did  not  permit  him  to  accom- 
pany us ;  that  he  should  go  again  to  Amboy  tormorrt)w,  and  pay 
i^  visit  of  friendship,  as  his  two  former  visits  had  been,  but  shouM 
|3pt  go  in  an  official  capacity.    We  then  expressed  the  hope^ 
that  if  he  did  not  think  it  ppof^er  to  axx;ompany  us,  that  he  would 
favour  us  with  his  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  the 
facts  relative  to  its  origin.     This  also  he  declined ;  observing, 
^^  that  he  was  delicately  situated,  and  did  not  wish  to  express  to 
iss  an  opinion  on  this  subject. "     We  then  asked  him  if  he  had 


any  cAgedaon  to  Ate  us  a  ftMbeouBiit  iki  writing  Tor  the  mfenm^ 
xxom  -of  tke  Baara,  tad  tkot  ve  'would  cbM  for  it  on  our  retara 
ffioin\AiiBlM^«  Tbis  he  mlae  begged  levve  to  decline;  adding, 
iKHweTer,  th«t  if  tbe  Board  of  Heahh  wouUL  do  hiim  lihe  honour 
to  addnBGB  him  a  idter  ataiing  the  poitttB  on  which  they  wished 
lafiinBaEtittEi,  he  wsenid  answer  jdieir  questions.  We  then  rend  to 
hiM  IJha  resohitioa  of  dfie  Board,  raquesting  tus  to  obtain  from 
the  hcalliHoficer  such  infermedon  as  he  possessed  on  this  sD^ 
jeet ;  and  added,  lihat  we  considered  the  apfdicatiion  conveyed  hjr 
the  present  resokitton,  9&  sufficiently  re^ieotful  and  expressive  cc 
the  wishes  of  the  Board,  for  him  to  communicate  the  informalioii 
icqved»d :  He,  hosire^er,  permted  in  dedtnin^  to  express  to  us, 
acomaittee  from  Ihe  Bpard,  either  viciimily  or  in  voting,  any 
cyiaiiMi  on  thisaufagect,  mpnadog  *<  that  his  eitiiatioa  was  a  very 
ddicate  one. ''  We  tl^n  observed,  lliat  we  had  understood  be 
had  publicly  eipnssscd  his  opinion,  at  Ambc^,  of  the  nature  of 
the  fever  prevising  thene:  He  acknowledged  he  had  visited  Mr 
Kearney  at.  Amboy,  that  he  had  also  seen  Mr  Conpton,  and  that 
faedidexpnofis  to  the  Cwo  physicians  of  that  place,  and  in  pre* 
sence  of  a  third  person,  that  Mr  Kearmey^s  case  was  that  of  ^*  ma^ 
ligRant  lever  of  dw  highest  grade ^  As  ihe  term  mafignant 
fever  appeared  to  us  of  ambiguous  in^port,  wie  next  inquired  if 
he  oonudened  die  fever  referred  to  as  the  yM&m  fever  ?  To  thk 
qoeadoB  he  ausw^ened,  he  disliked  the  term  yellsnxi fever ^  consider* 
iag  it  an  iaiproper  one ;  but  adnaitted  that  the  disease  was  such 
as  woidd  by  many  persons  he  denominated  yellow  fever,  and 
particalarly  mentioned,  that  the  patient  bad  the  glam^  n^  and  .v^«* 
IfiftB  siifu  We  next  asked  him  if  Mr  Kearitey  had  had  the  Uaet 
c&mit  f  to  dus  he  replied  in  the  affinasative ;  but  that  in  the  other 
OBseDbeetottUbch  was  not  so  much  affected:  He  also  stated,  that 
Mr  iOearney  had  heaa  sulyect  to  attacks  of  bilious  fever^  and  that^ 
upon  this  iaie  occasion,  he  had  beiNi  v^  much  fatigued,  and  prior 
to  his  attack,  bad  been  exposed  to  the  eun  without  an  umbrella. 
We  repeated  our  ivquest,  that  be  would  accompany  ns  on  piax 
Msit;  but  lie  again  declining  to  comply  >vith  our  wishes,  we  oonsi^ 
dcFod  our  conlerenoe  at  an  end.  We  immediateiy  pmoeeded  to 
Ambpy,  and  called  upon  Mr  Daniel  Pi^rein*  the<xrilector  of  the 
poit^  and  Dr  Mattianiel  Manning,  the  physician  who  had  4ltoid^ 
ed  on  all  those  who  had  been  attacked  with  the  disease.  The 
other  physician  being  out  of  town,  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
coRversiag  with  him.  Dr  Manning  informed  us,  that  he  had  lost 
four  patients  with  a  fever  whid),  fnnn  its  peoiliar  symptoms  and 

Seat  laoMidity ,  he  considered  to  be  the  ydlow  fever :  that  although 
\  had  been  two  years  and  a  half  a  practitioner  at  Perth- Amboy^ 
and  his  partner,  Dr  Freeman,  had  practised  medicine  in  the  same 
jplfoe  many  years  before  him,  and  both  had  beep  fsuniiiarly  con« 
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▼ersnnt  with' the  fevers  which  ordinarily  prevaii  in  that  city  and  its 
vicinity,  parttculariy  the  bilious  remittent,  yet  that  they  had  never 
before  the  )>resent  season,  met  with  any  fever  attended  with  the 
symptoms  of  that  of  which  their  late  patients  had  died,  and  with 
which  others  at  that  time  were  affected  ;  and,  as  farther  evidence 
Dr  Manning  remarked,  that  at  that  very  time  he  had  patients 
ill  of  bf>th  diseases,  each  exhibiting  its  characteristic  symptoms^ 
and  invited  us  to  see  them.  He  also  stated,  that  our  health  offi- 
cer, Dr  Rodgers,  had  visited  with  him  two  of  the  first  cases» 
and  had  pronounced  them  as  decided  cases  of  the  yellow  fever 
as  he  had  ever  seen* 

Dr  Manning  then  gave  us  an  account  of  those  persons  who,  ia 
his  opinion,  had  died  of  the  yellow  fever;  namely,  James  Comp* 
ton,  who  was  attacked  on  the  7th,  and  died  on  the  10th  instant  | 
•^James  Kearney,  attacked  on  the  9th,  and  died  on  the  14th  ;*-• 
Joseph  Compton,  attacked  on  the  11th,  and  died  on  the  15th; 
and  Mrs  Crowell,  also  attacked  on  the  1 1th,  and  died  on  thel5th« 
He  observed  that  a  Mrs  Marsh,  an  elderly  lady,  died  yesterday 
morning,  the  17th,  after  a  week's  illness ;  but  her  disease  did  not 
appear  to  be  characterized  by  the  same  symptoms  that  had  dis- 
tinguished the  cases  of  the  first  persons  that  have  been  mention- 
ed. The  first  four,  he  remarked,  were  all  seized  with  severe 
pain  in  the  head,  back,  and  limbs,  attended  with  a  highly  inflam- 
ed state  of  the  eyes.  On  the  second  or  third  day  the  skin,  espe^ 
cially  about  the  neck  and  breast,  became  yellow,  which  colour 
gradually  extended  over  the  greater  part  p(  their  bodies;  and,  in 
all,  the  stomach  was  v^ry  much  aflected  with  a  sense  of  heat  or 
burning,  and  rejected  almost  every  thing  received  into  it;  which 
^mptoms  he  had  never  found  associated  in  the  ordinary  autumr 
lial,  or  any  other  fevers  in  that  p2aceor  neighbourhood.  We  asked 
him  particularly,  if  he  had  seen  Mr  Kearney  in  any  of  his  former 
attacks  of  fever,  to  which  he  had  been  subject  in  the  atttumi|»  a^ 
before  related  to  us  by  Dr  Rodgers  ?  He  replied,  he  had  been 
his  physician  in  two  such  attacks,  and  that  his  disease  exhibited 
the  ordinary  characters  of  our  common  autumnal  remittent  fever, 
and  was  totally  different  from  the  inflammatory  symptoms  with 
which  he  was  attacked  in  his  last  illness.  He  particularly  re- 
marked, that  Mr  Kearney  threw  off  a  great  quantitqr  of  black 
inacter,  resembling  coffee  with  the  grounds,  and  mixed  with 
other  portions  in  die  form  of  flakes.  We-next  asked  Dr  Man- 
ning lor  his  opinion  relative  to  the  origin  of  this  extraordinary 
disease.  He  replied  that  there  was  but  one  opinion,  either  wita 
tlie  inhabitants  or  physicians,  namely,  that  it  was  derived  from 
some  of  the  West  India  vessels,  which  had  been  lying  ftt  the 
wharves ;  observing,  however,  that  the  brig  Ocean,  from  St  Bar<» 
thoiom^ws,  was  the  vessel  which  thp  inhabitanti  in  ^eoeral  sup- 
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posed  to  have  introduced  it.  The  town  we  observed  to  be  re- 
markably elevated ;  the  soil  chiefly  composed,  of  sand  5  free  from 
all  lodgments  of  water ;  the  streets  wide ;  aiid  the  houses,  for 
the  most  part,  spacious,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  fromi 
each  other ;  and  the  whole  town  eJihibiting  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  cleanliness.  Dr  Manning  also  informed  us,  that  there 
were  no  local  causes  to  which  this  calamity  could  possibly  be  re- 
ferred, and  that  it  could  only  be  accounted  for  as  arising  from 
intercourse  with  the  vessels  at  the  wharves ;  and  that  the  citizens 
were  so  perfectly  convinced  of  this  fact,  that  they  had  ordered 
them  to  be  removed  to  the  stream.  He  further  stated,  ;hat,Mr 
Kearney  and  the  two  Mr  Comptons  had  all  been-  frequently  on 
board  the  In^g  Ocean^  and  another  vessel  lying  along  side  of  her, 
the  skip  Favourite^  from  the  Havanna,  both  of  which  vessels  had 
come  consigned  to  Mr  Kearney. — He  also  observed,  that  Mr 
Joseph  Compton  had  not  only  been  on  board  of  the  vessels  at  the 
wharves,  but  that  he  had  sat  up  with  his  brother  James,  during 
his  illness.  Mrs  Crowell,  the  fourth  person  mentioned,  was  the 
wife  of  a  ship-carpenter,  who  resides  at  the  head  of  the  wharf, 
within  50  yards  of  the  said  vessels.  Dr  Manning  also  stated, 
th^t  Mrs  Crowell  was  so  near  to  the  vessels,  that  upon  one  of 
them  (the  Ocean)  having  her  bilge  water  pumped  out,  she  was 
made  very  sick  by  the  smell  of  it,  the  wind  blowing  directly  to- 
wards the  house,  and  into  her  apartments,  and  that  she  herself, 
during  her  illness,  frequently  declared  to  her  physician  and 
friends,  that  in  her  opinion  she  had  thus  taken  the  disease.  It 
will  be  readily  observed,  that  the  same  wind  which  blew  the  ef- 
fluvia pf  the  bilge  water,  would  also  convey  the  poisonous  yapoar 
from  the  adjoining  vessel.  Having  received  this  informadoa 
from  Dr  Manning,  we  accompanied  him  in  his  visit  to  five  of 
his  patients  whom  he  considered  to  be  the  most  dangerously  ilL 
We  united  with  him  in  opinion,  in  pronouncing  three  of  those, 
viz.  Miss  Ann  Taylor,  Captain  James  Baynon,  ami  Mr  Voorhees, 
to  be  decided  cases  qfi/eUowJever»  The  diseases  of  the  two  others, 
Mr  Sempl^  and  Mr  Kane,  were  readily  distinguished  as  thec^w- 
mon  bilious  remittent  of  autumn.  The  alarming  situation  of  Miss 
Taylor  particularly  arrested  our  attention,  although  this  was  the 
second  day  of  her  illness  5  her  symptoms  (so  peculiar  are  th^ 
features  of  this  disease)  were  of  a  character,  that  declared  her  to 
be  in  the  most  imminent  danger ;  and  with  ail  the  kind  assistance 
she  receives  from  her  amiable  sisters,  and  the  skill  of  an  attentive 
physician,  we  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  she  must  soon 
be  numbered  among  the  victims  of  this  deadly  disease.  Miss 
Taylor  resides  some  distance  from  the  source  of  infection,  but, 
on  inquiry,  we  found  that  she  had  been  uuibrtunateiy  in  the 
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ncigbboniiioed  of  the  T«68el9,  hy  freqitetitly  viutina  r  friend  ia 
llie  hottse  adjoining  to  that  io  which  Mrs  CroweU  lay  ill  aod 
dkd,  and  that  too  at  the  very  time  of  Mrs  CroweU's  illness*  We 
ksimed  also^  that  the  otiiw  persons  taken  ill,  had  been  es^sed 
either  directly  by  being  on  board  the  vessels,  or  by  visiting  tbo^ 
who  wiere  ill  of  the  disease.  Many  other  persons,  Dr  Manning 
iBfi}rR)s  vs,  had  been  j«6t  seized  with  fever,  but  so  recently,  that 
lie  wioukl  not  yet  undertake  to  pronounce  on  the  chamcter  of  fhe 
Asease.  Our  attention  was  also  directed  to  tjbie  vessels  supposed 
to  have  introduced  the  fever.  For  this  purpose,  we  api^ied  ta 
the  collector  of  the  port,  who  furnished  us  with  the  following 
fibcts. — lliat  twelve  vessels  had  arrived  at  that  port  irom  the 
"West  Indies,  since  the  1st  day  of  June*  That  many  others  had| 
arrived  fron  Ireland,  full  of  passengers,  in  a  roost  filthy  condi* 
iion,  but  remarkably  healthy.  He  then  informed  us,  that  thq 
br^  Ocean^  the  vessel  at  first  suspected,  arrived  at  the  wharf  on 
the  4th  September,  from  Bartbolofnews;  that  she  was  laden  with 
ram,  swgar,  molasses  and  cofiee;  that  four  or  five  days  after  b^ 
^lilTiral  she  began  to  discbarge  her  cargo.  The  mastefr,  Captaio 
Sutton,  being  in  New- York,  we  had  no  opportunity  of  oteain^ 
kig  any  information  from  him.  The  Collector  stated,  diat  Mr 
Kearney,  as  the  oonsigpee,  was  frequently  in  the  hold  of  the  ves-' 
seL  Capcain  Little,  a  passenger  in  the  Ocean,  informed  us,  that 
iier  crew  had  been  healthy,  but  admitted  that  her  bilge  water  waa 
in  a  very  offi»sive  stated  and  that,  in  this  respect,  she  was  a  filthy 
vessel,  tmt  Hot  more  so  than  West  India  traders  in  generaL  ISkd^ 
]Bfnrein  next  stalled,  that  the  ship  Faxxmtnte^  ^ames  Stuart  master, 
the  othn*  suspected  vessel,  arrived  from  the  Uavanna,  and  cam^ 
to  the  dock  cm  the  SOth  August,  and  was  also  consigned  to  the 
late  &f  r  Kearney,  and  that  she,  with  the  otiier  vessels,  waa  re* 
moved  to  the  stream  on  Sunday  last;  he  added,  that  Mr  Kearney^ 
the  consignee,  and  the  two  Mr  Commons,  had  been  also  frequent- 
ly on  board  of  this  vessel.  Captain  Stuart  being  in  Amboy,  we 
availed  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of  conversing  with  him,  re« 
Istive  to  the  state  of  his  vessd.  He,  with  great  frankness,  gave 
«s  every  information  we  requested.  He  stated,  that  he  first  went 
ia  Nonh  Carolina,  from  Perth*  Amboy ;  that  he  next  proceeded  to 
Falmouth,  (Jamaica),  and  from  thence  to  the  Havanna,  and  that 
l»e  had^iiroaght  the  crew  all  back  with  him  in  a  state  of  health  ; 
that  they  had  all  been  several  voyages  to  the  Havanna,  some  three, 
Ibur,  and  five  voyages,  and  were  all  well  seasoned  to  the  West 
India  climate :  he  also  acknowledged  ^at  it  was  vety  sickly  at  the 
Havanna  wkm  ke  voas  there.  Upon  questioning  him  relative  tc^ 
jbis  vessel,  he  also  very  candidly  stated,  that  his  ballast  had  not 
Jbcei>  shifted  from  th^  time  he  kil  Ai^^^J  to  this  day.    Such  a^ 


are  the  facts  we  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  on  this  subject,  and 
which  we  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  Board  without  delay.  A« 
it  has  been  made  our  duty  to  express  an  opinion  of  the  na- 
ture and  origin  of  the  disease  in  question,  we  feel  no  hesitaticm 
in  saying,  j£r5f,  that  the  disease,  in  our  opinion,  is  that  commoir- 
ly  known  and  described  as  the  Ydlaw  Fevers  and  secondly,  that 
k  has  been  satisfactorify  traced  t^  one  of  the  two  last  mention^ 
Tessel%  arriving  from  the  West  ladies,  and  that  it  has  most  pro- 
bably been  derived  frdm  the  ship  Favourite^  jrom  the  Havanna^ 
w^icn  is  by  all  acknowledged  to  have  been  a  sickly  port  at  the 
time  of  her  sailing.  Nor  do  we  conceive  it  to  be  an  objection  to 
the  correctness  (m  this  opinion,  that  the  crew  remained  healthy 
diroughout  the  voyage,  as  it  is  also  stated,  that  by  the  several 
Toyages  ihey  bad  mam  to  the  Havanna,  they  had  become  9e»^ 
$oncq  to  that  climate.  It  will  be  readily  recollected  by  the  Boards 
diat  a  similar  instance  occurjceci  in  July  1809^  at  which  tiaie  two 
per«9iis  from  this  city,  worked  on  board  the  brig  Mary,  a  vessel 
from  the  Havtaaana,  then  detained  at  the  Quarantine  Ground^ 
and  were  seiced  witb  thte  yeUaw  fever,  of  whidi  they  died  ivk  dlia 
dty,.  ritfaou^  the  crew  of  the  same  vessel  had  been  in  perfect 
health  during  the  whole  of  her  voyage. 

We  cannot  oojotclode  this  communicatsoB^thout  remarkiiig'^ 
that  Mr  Perreidii,  i\m  coUtetor  at  Amboy,  and  Dr  Mannings  n 
physician  of  the  same  city,  are  en  tided  to  oar  acknowkd|j|^enlai 
for  ttie  very  unreserved  and  candid  manner  with  whi<^  thcgt 
coB>mumcated  to  us  the  mfomaatioa  they  possessed  jrelativie  V^ 
the  subject  of  our  inquiries* 

We.  are,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully. 
Your  humble  servants, 

David  Hqsack^ 
N&uy'York^  September  IS,  18 U«  Jos.  BayX/Ev-, 

John  H.  Douk^lass* 
To  the  Presideni  and  Members  (^ 

the  Boardi  of  Healths 

Extracted  ficom  the  llCniiites,-^J.  Morton,  Secretary^ 

The  Board  of  Health  of  Philadelphia  have  is&ned  a  pnoc}ama«t 
tion,  prohibitiikg  all  ^terconrse,  and  communication  between  thv 
city  of  Amboy^  and  the  city  and  county  of  Phibdelphia,  on  ao« 
€onnt  of  a  pestilential  disease  prevailing  in  the  former  city.  PeiM 
sons,  after  leaving  Amboy,  must  perform  14  days  (jumrantine  b«>» 
fore  thef  am  be  admitted  i&to  Philadelphia^ 
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X. 

Some  Remarks  on  the  Fevers  of  Sicily;  mtk  an  account  of  the 
Aidumnal^  or  Bilious  Remittent  Fever  of  that  Island,  as  it  ap^ 
pears  among  the  British  troops.  By  Alexander  Boyle,  A.  M . 
Surgeon  to  the  62d  Regiment  of  Foot. — Communicated  by 

.    N.  Bruc£|  Esq.  Surgeon  to,  the  Forces/ 

'T'he  febrile  diseases,  which  usually  prevail  among  the  British 
-^  troops  in  the  island  of  Sicily,  are  not  of  great  variety;  and 
those  iK^hich  demand  most  attention,  and  which  most  frequently 
occur,  are  the  invariable  attendants  of  summer,  or  of  the  early 
part  of  autumn  ;  while  those  to  which  the  soldier  is  cxpOised  at 
other  seasons,  differ  not,  in  anyimportant  or  essential  symptom^ 
from  the  same  diseases,  as  they  commonly  appear  in  more  tem- 
perate and  northern  latitudes.  1 

In  all  climates',  indeed,  diseases  of  this  class  have  certain  syihp- 
toms  in  common,  which  constitute  their  permanent  character^ 
and' establish  a  certain  affinity  among  the  whole.  In  thosef  of 
Sicily,  this  affinity  becomes  still  closer,  inasmuch  as  they  ait  may 
be  ranked  among  the  diseases  of  increased  excitement.  Local 
inflammation  seems  to  be  always  present;  and  is,  in  general^  suf- 
ficiently manifested  by  the  appearance  of  some  external  affection , 
or  the  lesion  of  some  important  function.     - 

In  organs,  however,  which  display  a  wide  sympathy  with 
other  parts  of  the  system  ;  whose  functions  are  varioiis,  or  in- 
timately connected  with  the  phenomena  of  life  ;  it  becomes  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  analyze  (if  I  may  use  that  expression)  the 
changes'  and  appearances  frequently  produced  by  local  inflakn- 
mation  of  those  parts ;  and,  except  such  symptoms  as  are  com- 
mon tp  the  whole  of  the  Pifrexite^  it  often  happens,  that  no  pecu- 
liar or  distinctive  sign  is  to  be  observed.  Such,  indeed,  is  the 
mutual  relation  and  dependence  established  between  certaiii 
y  organs,  that,  when  invaded  by  inflammation,  the  generic  charac-« 
tcrs  of  the  disease,  or  those  depending  on  the  lesion  of  the  na- 
tural function  of  the  part,  necessarily  oecome  obscure,  and  are 
only  to  be  detected. by  the  careful  and  diligent  bbservation  of 
facts.  The  assistance  afforded  by  anatomy,  therefore,  is  not  to 
be*  neglected.  It  opens  the  most  authentic  sources  of  informa- 
tion, and  displays  a  wide  view  of  the  causes  of  diseases  pro- 
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ceeding  from  diaordered  struot&re».  qr  peculiar  arrangement  of 
parts,  and  thereby  enables:  us  to  arrive  at  the  explanation  of 
some  of  their  most  important 'pbenomena.  The  road  to  trutli^ 
liowever,  it  must  be  acknawledged^  is  intricate ;  and  it  is  only 
by  slow  aiid  diiScult  steps  that,  we  can  arrive  at  general  conclu^ 
sions.  **  Medidnam  eito  diseere,  non  est  possibile,  propterea 
quod  impQjBisibile  est  statam,  et  certam  doctrinam  in  ipsa  fieri«  ** 
Hipp,  de  locis  in  homine.  In  a  great  number  «f  cases,  however^ 
^iich  as  acute  rheutmdsm,  -pneumonia,  as'also  in  many  of  the 
profluvia,  which  are  closely  allied  to  infiammation,  *!  the  seat  of 
the  disease  is  made  sufficiently  apfiareot^  by  certain  obvious  and 
unequivocal  isymptoms,  depending  on  the  peculiar  structure  and 
office  of  the  organ  concerned ,  which  constitute  their  distinctive 
and  generic.signs.  ..  .  _  ,  ;  .     .;  ;  r 

It  is  universally  allowed,  that  the  more  general  symptdms  of 
pyrexiae,  or  tliose  in  which  tfaby  all' agree,  are'fiennanently  uni- 
form; and  their  similitude,  in  this  respect,,  it  is  pre$umed,r  may 
depend  on  the  similarity  of. their  proximate  cau^e*  In  the  above 
examples,  this  is  easy  of  detection ;.  and,  in  the  febrile  diseases 
of  this  country,  it  will  be  found  to  consist  in  an  increased  vasr 
cular  action,  or  determination  to  some  particular  part,  produc- 
ed by  the.  application  of  specific  causes,  aided  by  certain  cir- 
cumstances of  constitution  or  mode  of  Hfe,  affecting  the  general 
habit. 

In  a  fpriner  communication,  f  concerning  the  febrile  afFectioB 
which  prevails  during  the  torrid  months  of  summer,  those 
causes  were  pardy  ex^ained,  the  chief  of  whidi  is  found  to  be 
the  direct  action  of  a  powerful  and.  vertical  sun.  That  other 
causes  may  also  contribute  to  produce  this  disease,  it  is  not  my 
intenticm  to  deny;  as,  like  all in6ammatory  diseases,  apredis* 
position  will  no  doubt  be  formed  by  whatever  tends  to  produce 
a  plethoric  state  of  the  vascular  system,  whether  referable  to 
diet,  exercise,  or  the  suppression  of  the  natural  or  accustomed 
evacuations  and  secretions.  These,  however,  are  to  be  regarded 
solely,,  aa  occasional  causes^  which  equally  favour  the  operation 
of  a  variety  of  other  powers  directly  applied,  which  are  distiur 
guished  by  the  appellation  of  exciting  causes,  and  whose  mode 
of  application  ^nd  action,  as  in  the  present  instance,  determines 
the  seat  of  the  disease* 

It  may  in  this  place  be  observed,  that,  during  the  winter  also, 
fevers  occuj:  in  which  the;h.ead  is  sometimes  affected  ;  but,  in 
f uch  cases  it  is  seldom  a  primary  disease,  this  afiection  only 

•  CuUen*s  Synopsis — Order  Profluvfd. 
f  Edin.  ^^d,  Jonm^  ?<>r  October  1810. 
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wapnwmng  ia  conse^ence  of  uetetiim,  iiid  appnrmg  mt  m 
symptom  attending  tioknt  nttackp  of  other  diaeetijes  caused  \sjf 
enecked  perspiimtion  and  vicoBskndes  of  temperature  f  aa  pae»- 
]Don]%  cituurrhy  jacute  rheumatism,  and  the  Hkei.  Ia  a  eefw 
tain  epideaiie  inflammation  of  the.  kingsv  mentioned  by  Moi^ 
Mgnf ,  its  appearance  was  very  common ;  and  mo#e  recoteretl 
m  wlkom  this  symptom  vaa  obserted.— Morgagniy  Epist.  % 
Art.  12. 

To  the  disease  of  summer,  I  assigned  the  title  of  Cqshalitai; 
To  ascertain,  however,  by  any  train  of  symptoms,  what  pavtieok 
kr  part  of  the  encephalote  is  more  especiaHy  affected,  it  mist  bb 
readily  allowed,  iamlies  a  d^§pee  of  discriminaitioo^  at  leasi^  Ml 
easily  to  be  attained ;  and  it  u  even  doubted  by  some,  whether 
the  road  to  this  discovery  could  be  much  facilitated  by  diaseo^ 
tion.  * 

It  is  supposed'  by  Galen,  that  the  pnl^  affords  some  iDfamw^ 
tion  on  this  sutgecst ;.  and  that  when  the  cerebellum  is  afiSbetedv 
it  becomes  weak,  undulating  and  taremuiotts^  This  is  iiitdoi^t<^ 
edly  an  alarming  symptom,,  and  iavariably  indicates  extenwine 
derangement  of  the  structure  of  the  brain.  Such,  however,  is 
the  connexion  throui^out  the  system  of  vessels  distributed  o» 
this  Qi^gan,  that,  in  whatever  port  the  inflammation  does  begins 
it  will,  BO  doubt,  speedily  a&ct  the  enei^  of  the  wholes 

It  is  nevertheless  certain,  that  the  effects  of  simple  inflaiiima^ 
tion  are  very  different  from  those  of  mere  conq[>ression,  whether 
it  proceed  from  effusion,  or  from  vascular  oonaesiion  i  awl  it 
is  equally  true,  that  the  symptoms  of  both  miQr  be  combined  in 
various  stages  and  degrees.  The  appearance  of  serum  or  coa* 
gul£dl)le  lymphr  is  very  common^  even  when  no  redness  or  targiss* 
cenoe  of  the  vessels  remmns  i  and  which,  though  (as  is  sapposed 
by  Morgagni)  it  had  previously  exisled,  disappears  on  a  C(^[Moii$ 
effusion  taking  place;  at  wbica  period,  the  symptoms  assume  a 
different  complexiou,  constituting  wb»x.  1  have  called  the  seccmd 
stage.  It  may,  parhi^,  ihisatefore  be  admitted,  that  the  ^!^eat 
tendency  to  early  effusion^  m  this  disease,  is  1^  cause  of  ftifioua 
or  phrenitic  delirium  beiBg.so  rarely  met  with. 

The  absence,  therefore,  of  furious  delirium  (I  may  say,  almost 
in  every  case,  the  exceptions  being  so  very,  few),  and  the  gi^at 
tendency  to  drowsiness  and  coma,  even  in  the  earliei^  stages  of 
disease,  estabfish  some  dififer^ce  between  it  aud  what  is  noaolo* 
gically  termed  Fhrenitis.  It  is  therefore,  perhaps,  with  somiif 
prc^riety,  that  another  specif,  characterised  by  such  symptooMy 
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bat  received  a  place  in  some  systems,  upder  the  title  of  Cjpkali" 

In  my  paper,  which  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Medic»l  Jour- 
pal  for  October  1310,  I  adopted  this  term  i  not  so  much,  how- 
ever, with  a  view  to  nice  distinction^  or  a  display  of  nosr^lo^ical 
accuracy,  as  w^ith  the  design  of  6xing  the  attention  on  the  con-i- 
^picuo^io  features  and  seat  of  the  disease,  expecting  thereby  to 
pbviate  morp  readily  some  errors  in  practice,  which  I  conceived 
had  arisen  from  its  having  formerly  been  universally  considered 
a  simple  idiopathic  iexi^r — and  as,  for  the  reason  above  assigned  j 
the  term  phrenitis,  thou^rh  of  the  same  family,  did  not  appear 
altogether  so  appropriate,  or  to  combine  so  many  of  the  circum- 
stances attendant  on  this  complaint. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject  I  shall  not  now  detain  you  long, 
as  I  shall,  perhaps,  resume  it  at  a  more  convenient  opportunity* 
I  shall  therefore  only  briefly  mention,  with. respect  to  the  me- 
thod of  cure,  that  I  nave  recently  learned  that  blood-letting  had 
occasionally  been  practised  in  certain  fevers  of  this  country,  >it  a 
period  somewhat  anterior  to  that  at  which  I  had  fixed  its  intro^ 
ctuction.  The  practice,  however,  oftopious  blood-letting,  has  not 
been  long  general  among  medijcal  men  in  this  army ;  and  I  prer 
sume,  it  can  only  be  dated  from  the  time  that  the  appearances 
on  dissection  of  two  patients,  who  died  in  Melazzo,  in  July  1 809^ 
(as  related  in  my  former  paper),  served  to  establish  a  more  ra« 
tlonal  pathology  of  the  disease.  Previously  to  this,  it  is  appre-^ 
bended  no  fixed  principles  were  known,  to  guide  or  direct  its 
use ;  Hnd  we  may  thus,  perhaps,  account  for  the  practice  having 
been,  for  the  most  part,  feeble  and  undecided.  Though  it  mii^ht, 
for  a  moment,  retard  the  progress  of  the  disease,  it  was  seldom 
sofficient  to  subdue  it 

The  symptoms  of  the  second  stage,  in  the  mean  time,  begaa 
to  make  their  appearance,  and  seemed  to  direct  an  opposite  mode 
of  treatment  y  and  the  result  was  generally  fatal.  Those  sym- 
ptoms which  had  formerly  been  attributed  to  debility,  were  now 
traced  to  their  tnie  origin  $  and  the  plan  of  giving  bark  and 
wine,  when  this  stage  approached,  was  universally  abandoned,  as 
soon  as  the  testimony  of  indisputable  facts  superseded  fallacious 
hypothesis  and  conjecture. 

The  vicissitude  of  seasons,  and  the  Various  modifications  of 
atmospheric  constitution,  powerfully  influence  the  character  of 
diseases,  and  the  appearance  of  certain  epidemics,  in  this  ciiumte* 
Accurate  meteorological  observations,  ^therefore,  as  well  as  the 
imrestigation  of  those  cirQumstauces  which  properly  constitute 
medical  topography,  present  an  interesting  fiekl  cf  inquiry,  and 
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Dot  only  facilitate  the  investigation  of  the  cause  of  diseases,  but 
form  a  branch  of  knowledge  essentially  connected  with  their  pre* 
yention  and  method  of  cure. 

In  remoter  agesy  this  subject  received  particular  attention;  and 
almost  every  page  of  the  writings  of  Hippocrates  inculcates  the 
utility  of  this  study,— which  was  considered,  by  that  great  man, 
liot  less  essential  to  the  physician,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pre^ 
diet  approaching  changes,  and  guard  against  their  effects,  than 
it  was  aeemed  necessary  by  the  Mantuan  poet^  for  the  husband- 
man and  mariner. 

«<  Hinc  tempestates  dubio  pnediacere  emlo 
Possumus ;  hinc  messisque  diem  tempuaque  arendl; 
£t  quando  infiduxn  rcmis  impellere  marmor, 
Cenveniat,  qnando  armatas  deducere  daau 
Aiit  teaapestivam  ailvis  evertere  pinum. 
Kec  frustra  signorum  obitus  speculamur,  et  ortus, 
Temporibusque  parem  divends  quatuor  annunu  ** 

As  far  as  regards  the  great  revolutions  of  the  year,  and  the 
periodical  return  of  the  seasons,  a  great  uniformity  obtains ;  and 
the  observations  of  one  year  on  this  head,  with  but  little  varia- 
tion, apply  ahnost  to  every  other* 

•  On  this  depends  the  great  uniformity  of  the  diseases  which 
tisher  in  the  different  seasons.  ThodSe  seasons,  however,  difier 
materially  from  each  other ;  and  a  difference  not  less  remarkable^ 
and  important  in  practice,  characterizes  the  diseases  by  whidb 
they  are  invariably  attended,  and  which,  agreeably  to  those 
changeSf  undergo  certain  alterations  of  type,  as  well  as  of  other 
important  symptoms. 

The  occurrence  of  the  dry  and  rainy  seasons  may  always,  in-- 
deed,  be  expected  with  tolerable  certainty,  at  the  r^^iar  and  ao 
eqstomed  periods.  The  diurnal  vicissitudes,  however,  are  very 
frequent ;  and,  until  the  hot  season  has  fairly  set  in^,  sudden 
changes  of  temperature  are  very  common. 

From  the  beginning  of  June,  may  be  dated  the  commence- 
ment of  the  hot  season  $  from  which  time,  until  the  beginning  of 
September,  the  temperature  continues  pretty  steadily  about  the 
same  standard,  and^  as  observed  in  the  shade  at  noon,  usually 
ranges  between  82^  and  86^  of  Fahrenheit's  scale.  During  tbi)s 
period,  east  or  westerly  winds  for  the  most  part  prevail ;  rain 
seldom  falls  $  and  it  frequently  happens  that  the  months  of 
June,  July,  and  August  pass  away,  even  without  a  single  shower. 
Of  these,  July  is  the  hottest  month,  and  the  thermometer  some- 
times reaches  the  89th  degree;  while  the  suffocating  siroeco 
grinds  commonly  continue  until  noon ;  after  which  hour  a  wcstK 
«rly  breeze  generally  springs  up* 
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About  the  latter  end  of  May,  inflammatory  affections  of  the 
^ead  begin  to  make  their  appearance;  but  they,  as  yet,  are  gene- 
rally slight.  In  the  month  of  June,  howeverj  and  as  the  heat  of 
the  season  advances,  they  become  mpre  frequent  in  their  appear^ 
ance,  as  well  as  more  violent  in  aH  their  symptoms. 

About  the  beginning  of  September,  the  weather  undergoes  fk 
very  remarkable  change,  which  is  more  particularly  to  be  attend-* 
ed  to,  on  account  of  the  important  influence  it  exerts  as  a 
cause  of  the  disease  which  now  succeeds.  Together  with  i^ 
diminution  of  temperature,  rains  begin  to  fall,  accompanied 
with  thunder  and  high  winds<  About  this  time,  the  tliermome-^' 
ter  falls  to  76^,  indicating  a  diminution  of  temperature,  not  less 
than  10  or  12  degrees.  This  change  is  sudden,  and  produces  a 
very  conspicuous  effect  on  the  nature  of  the  prevailing  disease. 

The  fevers  still  are  of  the  inflammatory  kind ;  but  the  affec- 
tion  of  the  head  no  longer  forms  so  conspicuous  a  symptom  i 
instead  of  which,  they  now  manifest  themselves  under  the  formt' 
of  ^legmasiee  afiectipg  other  parts. 

The  showers  however  are  but  transient  i  ike  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  again  rises,  but  does  not  again  attain  so  great  a 
height ;  and  the  weather  becomes  dry  and  settled,  until  abouC 
the  end  of  October,  when  heavy  rains  set  in,  accompanied  with 
a  considerable  and  permanent  diminution  of  temperature,  which 
pats  a  period  to  the  violence  and  frequent  occurrence  of  the 
epidemic. 

During  the  winter  and  spring,  pneumonia  and  acute  rheuma- 
tism are  the  prevailing  complaints ;  but  those  which  prove 
most  tedious  and  fatal,  are  obstinate  dysenteries  and  intermit- 
tents, — ^the  common  sequel  of  violent  attacks  of  the  autumnal 
fever,  and  dependent  on  chronic  afi^ctions  of  the  abdominal  vis- 


Owing  no  doubt  to  the  temperate  and  abstemious  mode  of 
living  peculiar  to  the  native  inhabitants  of  these  climates,  as  welt 
as  to  constitution,  and. habits  formed  in  infancy,  those  chagge^ 
are  not  observed  to  cerate  so  powerfully' on  them,  as  on  the 
natives  of  more  nortrorn  and  frigid  latitudes ;  and  they  are,  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year,  exempt  from  those  violent  attacks  of  in- 
flammatory diseases  to  which  the  British  soldier  is  more  particu- 
larly subject 

The  Sicilian  peasantry  are  indeed  uncommonly  healthy  and 
robust ;  and  some  of  the  more  elevated,  and  mountainous  situa- 
tions, furnish  many  instances  of  athletic  constitutions,  and  re- 
markable longevity.  But  wherever  opulence  and  luxury  have 
been  introduced,  or  where  these  effects  are  not  controlled  by 
salutary  laws,  they  ^oon  become  visible^  not  only  in  the  morat 
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ChAr^ctcr,  but  ultimately  tend  to  the  degeneracy  of  the  species/ 
Whether,  indeed,  it  may  be  owing  to  the  same  general  principle, 
ivhich  invariably  is  found  to  stamp  the  peculiar  turn  of  mind  o? 
Ihe  inhabitatits  of  alpine  regions,  I  shall  not  take  it  upon  me 
positively  to  determine ;  certain  however  it  is,  that  among  tbe 
SiciHan  peasantry,  there  stiU  does  exist  a  freedom  of  manner 
and  sentiment  meriting  some  attention  j  and  the  idea  of  degene- 
tacy  which  we  are  accustomed  so  readilv  to  associate  with  the 
ttame  of  the  Italian,  is  to  them  inapplicable.  **  Ubi  enim  regio 
tst  nuda,  naturfl  munila  et  aspera,  quaeque  et  a  fngore  hybemo 
prematur,  et  a  sole  sestivo  e^fcuratur,  ibi  duros  et  robustos  et 
krdculis  probe  dfejunctis,  v^tosque  et  birsutos  rqperlas  hotnines, 
tt  in  quibus  a  natura  labons  tolerantia  et  vigilantia  htsit;  qui- 
que  mores  habeant  pertinaces,  ad  iram  prodives  et  CMitumacesj 
inaeisque  feritate  participantes  quam  mansuetudme ;  msiiper  ad 
feftes  euam  acutiores  et  plus  sokrtes,  et  ad  res  beliicas  gerenda^ 

But  to  return  from  this  digression :  On  the  approach  of  acK 
tumn  the  character  bif  thie  fever,  as  has  been  already  said,  under-^ 
•goes  a  considerable  change ;  and  though  this  is  effected  by  ap- 
parently slow  gradations,  one  epidemic  passing,  as  it  wwe,  im- 
perceptibly into  another,  they  not  Only  differ  essentially  as  to 
their  exciting  causes,  hut  also  in  their  origin,,  and  seat  5  the  fe- 
brile disease  of  siimmer^arising  from  affections  of  the  cmcepha- 
Ion  depending  on  inflammation  ^nd  its  consequences ;  while 
those  of  autumn  are  more  particularly  dependent  on  inflammatory 
affections  of  the  stomach,  and  other  abdominal  viscera. 

Those  who  are  attacked  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  stfll 
invariably  complain  of  violent  h^adach,  languor,  and  severe  pain 
in  the  loms,  with  nausea,  and  uneasiness  m  the  epigastrium. — 
These  symptoms  are  ushered  in  by  irregular  rigors  and  lassitude, 
and  are  not  unfrcquently  accompanied  by  profuse  sweating  o\^er 
the  upper  part  of  the  body.  From  the  beginning,  there  is  al* 
ways  a  slight  cough  ;'-but  it  is  seldom  such  as  to  give  much  unea* 
siness  to  the  patient,  or  even  to  be  readily  attended  to  by  others. 
The  region  of  the  stomach  is  sometimes  tense  and  painful  on 
preFSure,  and  they  complain  of  a  sense  of  weight  and  fulness. 
Yomitin'cr  does  not  always  appear  on  the  first  accession  of  the 
disease  "but  invariably  comes  on  before  the  end  of  the  second 
day,  and  vast  quantities  of  dark  coloured  bifious  matter  are 

*    The  state  of  the  bowels  is  various.     For  the  most  part  there 
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»re  {rodent,  watery,  darlc<  coloured  bilious  d^eetionsi  in  tb0 
severer  cases  mixed  witli  flakes,  reseipbling  ooaguli^le  lymph, 
and  generally  tinged  with  blood.  At  other  times,  we  meet  with 
obstinate  coetiveness  from  the  commencement,  in  which  case  the 
symptoms  always  ameliorate  as  soon  as  we  are  able  to  procure  ^ 
free  discbarge  of  the  alvine  matter.  The  tongue  is  always  moisl^ 
and  is  dftea  covered  with  yellowish  mucus*  The  durs(  is  exr 
cessive. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  disease,  the  general  febrile  symp- 
toms are  such  as  denote  increased  vascular  action;  the  pulsf 
though  soft,  is  always  full,  and  usually  exceeds  100  strokes  in  % 
minute*  The  countenance  is  ftiU  and  ftorid ;  the  eyes  are  lucid, 
and  the  vessels  of  the  conjunctive  coat  are  commonly  injected 
with  blood.  These  symptoms  form  the  first  series,  and  seldpqi 
icontimie  beyond  the  third  day. 

As  they  abate  or  disappear,  the  patient  shows  extreme  anxiety 
and  restlessness,  writhing  with  inexpressible  agony,  and  change 
ing  his  posture  a  thousand  times,  without  finding  ease  or  repose 
Every  thing  received  into  the  stomach  is  instantly  rejected;  the 
tongue  becomes  covered  with  dark,  inky,  or  yellow*coloured  mat- 
ter, and  the  thirst  unextinguishable. 

About  this  time  the  countenance  undergoes  a  remarkable  al- 
teration, bespeaking  the  suiferings  of  the  patient  The  eyes  lose 
their  lustre,  and,  aTOut  the  fifth  or  sixth  day  from  the  commenco- 
ment  of  the  fever,  the  albuginea,  and  whole  surface  of  the  body, 
assume  a  dull  yellow  tinge.  The  pulse  increases  in  frequency, 
and,  in  three  or  four  cases,  I  have  been  able  to  count  140  strokes 
in  a  minute.  It  is  very  hard,  and  sometimes  even  continues  fu}l 
and  soft,  till  within  a  few  hours  of  the  fatal  termination  of  the 
disease. 

Tlie  surface  of  the  body  always,  at  the  beginning,  exceeds  the 
natural  temperature,  communirating  to  the  hand  an  acrid  pun- 
gent sensation ;  but  about  this  period  it  sinks  to  the  ordinary 
standard* 

Hasmorrhagy  sometimes  takes  place  from  the  nose,  and  it  ge- 
nerally denotes  a  favourable  change,  which,  however,  is  still  more 
certainly  to  be  expected  from  a  return  of  the  natural  comple- 
xion, and  whiteness  of  the  albuginea.  These  form  the  second 
series  of  symptoms,  which  may  continue  two  days  longer ;  and 
are  then  succeeded  by  a  state  of  quietude  and  great  prostration 
of  strengtli. 

Delirium  is  seldom  present ;  and  though,  during  this  stage, 
they  lie  apparently  asleep,  yet,  when  interrogated  as  to  their 
feelings,  they  readily  answer  j  they  tell  you  thev  have  no  un- 
easinessf  j^nd  appear  perfectly  in  pcsi^ession  of  tneir  intellectual 
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faculties,  until  the  moment  of  their  death.  As  this  period  draws 
nearj  the  breathing  always  becomes  very  laborious,  with  hear* 
ing  of  the  abdomen,  and  strong  action  of  the  pectoral  muscles, 
and  the  breath  is  forcibfy  drawn  through  the.  nostrils.  The  vo« 
miting  sometimes  ceases  about  this  period  ;  and  it  occasionally 
happens,  that  when  stools  are  procured  by  medicines,  they  have 
a  natural  appearance.  Flatulence  sometimes  appears  at  me  be* 
ginning,  but  it  more  frequently  takes  place  at  this  period,  and 
is  accompanied  by  singultus — and,  after  this  last  symptom,  I 
never  saw  one  recover.  The  forehead  is  now  bedewed  with  cold 
calmmy  sweats ;  the  countenance  assumes  a  deadly  paleness;  the 
extremities  become  cold;  the  pulse  sinks;  and  they  expire  with 
composure.  The  course  of  the  disease  is  rapid ;  and  it  generally 
terminates  before  the  ninth  day. 

Though  such  is  the  more  frequent  mode  of  attack,  it  somo* 
times,  however,  happens,  that  its  approach  is  not  only  less  vio- 
lent, but  also  less  sudden.  In  this  case  it  begins  with  loss  of  ap- 
petite, irregularity  of  the  bowels,  and  sense  of  weight  in  the 
region  of  the  loins,  with  heat  and  distension  about  the  prsecordia^ 
They  are  listless,  and  averse  to  every  exertion,  both  mental  and 
corporeal.  These  premonitory  symptoms  are  frequently  the  haiv 
))ingers  of  the  most  serious  attacks.  They  are  attended  with 
languor,  anxiety,  and  great  prostration  of  strength.  Sometimea 
irregular  flushings  of  heat  succeed  ;  but  neither  the  temperature 
of  the  body,  nor  the  state  of  the  pulse,  indicates  any  material 
deviation  from  a  state  of  perfect  health. 

In  this  variety,  the  determination  to  the  head  is  less  conspi- 
cuous; and  the  eyes,  though  lucid  and  bright,  are^never  suifused 
with  blood.  The  thirst  is  not  to  be  extinguished  ;  the  tongue 
is  moist,  and  of  a  pale  smooth  clay-colour.  While  these  symp* 
toms  continue,  there  liever  is  much  expression  of  pain  or  uneasi- 
ness; biit  this  I  have  found  one  of  the  most  dangerous  symp- 
toms, and  which,  in  almost  every  case,  portends  a  fatal  event. 
Vomiting  sets  in  soon  after,  with  hiccup,  and  fruitless  efforts  at 
stool.  Haeinorrhagy  fVom  the  nose,  though  less  frequent  in  this 
Win  of  the  fever,  nevertheless  sometimes  does  occur,  and  is  al- 
most always  accompanied  bv  petechiae,  or  large  irregular  livid 
blotches  on  the  arms  and  thighs ;  the  pulse  becomes  full  and 
bounding,  and  some  other  such  marks  of  general  hsemorrhagic 
jtendency  appear,  and  which  are  always  to  be  regarded  as  highly 
dangerous.  Other  eruptions,  however;  are  sometimes  discovered, 
which  afford  evident  relief  from  the  most  obstinate  vomitings  and 
bilious  diarrhoea.  They  are  generally  of  the  miliary  kind,  or 
resemble  urticaria,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as  favourable  omens. 
)n  the  case  of  a  lad,  about  twenty  ye^rs  of  9ge,  who  was  a^ 
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iecied  with  violent  symptoms,  with  a  full  soft  pulse,  beating  I2Q 
in  the  minute,  attended  with  inscssant  vomiting,  and  slimy  bilir 
ous  evacuations  by  stool,  great  anxiety  and  restlessness,  an  erup« 
tion  of  the  nature  of  urticaria,  in  blotches  about  the  size  of  the 
iiand,  appeared  on  his  thighs  and  arms  on  the  fourth  day  of  the 
disease,  and  gradu^Jly  spread  over  his  whole  body.  Towards  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  the  vomiting  ceased ;  a  copious  sweat 
broke  forth,  and  the  pulse  fell  to  84.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing the  eruption  had  nearly  disappeared,  and  ihe  surface  of  his 
body  was  still  covered  with  gentle  moisture ;  be  had  five  liquid 
stools,  of  a  natural  colour,  during  the  night ;  the  vomiting  nad 
not  returned,  and  the  anxiety  and  restlessness  had  entirely  ceased. 
This  case  occurred  about  the  latter  end  of  September^  and  ter- 
minated afterwards  in  tertian  intermittent,  which  was  finalljr 
cured  by  tlie  internal  use  of  mercury. 

It  is  not  always,  however,  that  the  disease  preserves  this  uni- 
form continued  course,  but  is  subject  to  diversity  of  form,  not 
less  frequently  a£&cting  its  type,  than  its  manner  •of  approach 
and  early  symptoms. 

When  the  epidemic  first  appears  in  the  early  part  of  autumn, 
the  general  febrile  symptoms  preserve  the  most  continued  form, 
nearly  throughout  the  whole  progress  of  the  disease,  and  only 
show  some  tendency  to  remit,  after  the  violence  of  the  excite- 
ment has  been  subdued.  At  its  commencement,  therefore,  it 
bears  a  very  strong  analogy  to  the  bilious  remittent  fever  of  all 
warm  climates ;  it  is  closely  allied  to  that  fever  which  annually 
visits  other  parts  along  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  sea;  and 
it  seems  to  difter  only  in  degree,  from  those  more  dreadful  epi- 
demics, whose  ravages,  at  different  times,  have  been  so  severely 
felt,  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  western  hemisphere* 

In  a  late  publication,  however,  on  the  diseases  of  Sicily,  and 
under  the  title  of  Autumnal  Fever,  the  history  of  a  disease  is 
given,  which,  in  some  essential  symptoms,  differs  considerably 
irom  that  which  I  have  now  described.  To^  this  circumstance, 
it,  in  this  place,  behoves  me  to  advert.  Had  the  author  surviv- 
ed, it  doubtless  would  not  have  escaped  his  notice.  The  service 
was  prematurely  deprived  of  his  abilities ;  he  is  no  more,  and  I 
<bal]  not  attempt  to  explain  it  I  respect  his  memory,  and  I  ad-* 
mired  his  talents. 

At  a  more  advanced  period  of  die  season,  the  fever  frequently 
assumes  the  intermittent  type,  and  becomes  continued  after  the, 
second  or  third  revolution.  At  other  times,  it  occasionally  also, 
though  of  the  most  continued  form  during  the  first  and  second 
days,  and  attended  with  symptoms  of  considerable  excitement, 
ireadily  iutermits  on  the  abstraction  of  a  moderate  quantity  pf 
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blood ;  stilly  however,  distinctly  marked  by  its  specifier  and  pecu«- 
liar  signs,  depending  on  local  organic  disease. 

Those  Varieties  are  most  frequently  observed  after  the  disease 
has  prevailed  some  time,  ana  are  materially  influcncetl  by  the 
changes  which  then  take  place  in  the  sensible  conditicm  of  th6 
atmosphere^  accompanying  the  regular  revolution  of  the  seasons, 
and  are  such  as  regard  either  its^  temperature  or  hilmitKty. 

In  Sicily,  this  fever  usually  makes  its  appetirance  about  the 
same  time  that  cholera  morbus  and  other  disorders  of  the  biliary 
organs  are  known  to  prevail,  and  both  diseases  seem  to  arise 
from  causes  nearly  of  a  similar  nature.  It  indeed  appears  to  be 
essentially  necessary  to  the  production  of  this  fever,  that  a  con- 
siderable diminution  of  temperature,  accompanied  with  mucii 
humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  should  suddrniy  succeed  to  the  long 
continued  heat  of  summer.  By  those  causes,  an  important  change, 
is  effected  in  the  balance  of  the  circulation,  causing  an  unnsu«d 
determination  to  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  producing  conges*- 
lion  and  inflammation  of  the  hepatic  system,  in  viirious  degrees, 
followed  by  an  increased  and  vitiated  secretion  of  bile. 

It  is  therefore  on  this  change  first  taking  place,  that  the  (ever 
is  most  severe,  as  well  as  most  fatal  in  its  tendency.  It  tbeti  as** 
£umes  the  most  continued  form  ;  and  the  local  symptoms  are  Bt 
this  time  also  most  violent,  which  seems  to  be  owing  to  the  inten- 
sity and  sudden  application  of  the  cause ;  for,  aiter  its  first  ef- 
fects have  passed,  and  the  body  has  for  some  time  been  babitir- 
ated  to  an  atmospliere  of  a  much  lower  degree  of  temperature^ 
the  cases  which  follow  are  of  a  l€hs  formidable  nature. 

But  whatever  type  this  fever  may  assume,  or  how  complex  so- 
ever and  involved  its  revolutions  raa^'  appear,  the  local  and  cha- 
racteristic symptoms  arp  the  same,  and  differ  only  in  degree. 
This  variety  of  type  I  am  therefore  inclined  to  consider  rather 
as  accidental,  than  as  constiutirg  any  essential  difference  in  the 
nature  of  the  disease,  which  I  conceive  to  be  radically  the  same, 
and  to  be  cured  on  the  same  general  indications,  which  are  di- 
rected solely  to  the  relief  of  the  local  aflection,  and  not  to  be  re- 
gulated by  any  peculiarity  of  tj  pe  the  feyer  may  put  on. 

As  the  disease  always  arises  from  local  inflcmmation,  the  com- 
mon circumstances  which  favour  the  production  of  all  diseases  of 
this  class,  are  those  which  also  tend  to  give  it  the  continued 
form  ^  while  debilitating  powers,  within  a  certain  limit,  in  pro- 
portion as  they  subdue  thp  activity  of  the  local  infiammaliori, 
dispose  the  fever  to  remit^  and,  in  many  instances,  even  produce 
complete  apyrexia.  As  1  have  already  said,  this  is  often  cftected 
by  copious  and  early  evacuation  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  st?^ 
]fnufating  medicines,  or  a  few  doses  of  bark,  imprudently  admh- 
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nistered,  increase  tlie  severity  of  all  the  symptoms,  and  produce 
a  continued  fever. 

Though  the  young,  plethoric,  and  robust,  are  most  subject  to 
attacks  of  this  disease,  as  far  at  least  as  I  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  observing,  persons  who  have  but  newly  arrived  in  the  isl- 
and, about  the  time  it  begins  to  appear,  are  seldom  seized ;  though 
they  are  invariably  most  liable  to  suffer  from  summer  fever,  white 
those  who  have  resided  in  the  island  during  the  preceding  sum- 
mer* are  its  common  victims: — from  which  it  seems  hicfhly  pro- 
bable, that,  daring  the  hot  season,  the  rudiments  of  the  disease 
are  in  some  measure  formed,  and  are  called  into  ayCtion  on  the 
first  approach  of  autumn,  or  in  situations  where  the  common 
exciting  cause  of  this  disease  tnost  usually  prevails. 

About  the  time  this  fever  began  to  appear  in  the  62d  regi- 
ment in  1811,  a  detachment,  of  eighty  recruits  arrii'ed  frorji  Eng- 
land. They  were  young  and  vigorous ;  they  were  subjected  to 
the  same  mode  of  life,  and  lodged  in  the  same  buildings  with 
those  who  bad  lived  some  years  in  this  country ;  but  among 
them  not  a  single  case  of  this  fever  made  its  appearance,  and 
every  man  who  was  taken  ill,  had  at  least  been  twelve  months 
in  the  island.  From  the  time  the  fever  assumed  a  decided  cha- 
racter, which  was  about  llie  IM  of  September  to  the  end  of  Oc- 
tober, eighty  patients  were  admitted  into  the  Regimental  Hos- 
pital, and  very  few  indeed  exceeded  28  jcars  of  age.  Thirteen 
eases  terminated  fatally.  It  is,  however,  to  be  observed,  that, 
among  these,  are  included  three  patients  who  died  after  the  third 
-week  from  the  date  of  their  admission  into  hospital,  arid  who 
were  carried  off  by  a  dysentery,  supervening  after  the  fever  had 
been  overcome. 

Though  bilious  remittent  fever  is  more  particularly  a  disease  of 
autumn,  it  is  not  only  more  predominant,  but  its  appearance  is 
ako  more  early,  in  certain  situations,  whose  local  circumstance 
and  topographical  relations  subject  them  more  generally  to  the 
influence  of  similar  changes  of  atmospheric  constitution. 

Thus,  all  situations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  coast,  particularly 
such  as  are  not  much  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  inde- 
pendent of  the  proximity  of  marines  and  exposure  to  putrid  ef- 
fluTia,  are  esctremeiy  favourable  to  the  production  of  this  disease. 
Few  situations  are  more  unhealthy  than  low  grounds  bordering 
on  large jfawiflc^,  where  they  terminate  in  the  sea;  the  waters 
of  numerous  springs,  descending  from  the  mountains,  filtrate 
through  the  loose  and  stony  soil,  till  they  reach  the  bed  of  the 
ocean.  In  such  places,  water  may  be  found  at  no  great  depth 
from  the  surface,  by  which  the  feurrounding  atmosphere,  if  not 
freely  exposed  tp  strong  winds,  is  loaded  wilii  humidity ;  and 
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diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal,  arisinff  from  checked  perspira- 
tioDy  are  common.  The  disease  was  often  produced  among  the 
fioidiers  by  severe  night^duty ;  and,  not  unfrequentiy,  it  was 
traced  to  exposure  to  a  shower  of  rain.  Much  also  depends  on 
the  nature  of  the  prevailing  winds ;  for  those  places  which  are 
exposed  to  winds,  which  blow  over  a  vast  tract  of  ocean,  arc 
always  most  unhealthy ;  and  we  observe,  catais  paribus^  that 
the  more  elevated  the  situation,  or  the  more  remote  from  the 
sea,  the  more  healthy  is  it  found ;  as  the  vapour  with  which 
these  winds  are  saturated,  is  either  intercepted  by  intervening 
obstacles,  or  absorbed  on  its  passage  over  a  scorched  and  a- 
rid  soiL  It  has  been  remarked  by  Hippocrates,  that  westerly 
winds  are  most  unhealthy ;  '*  venti  enim  occidentales  similes 
autumxio  sunt. " 

I  have  never  known  an  instance  of  its  being  propagated  by 
contagion.  In  this  country  the  febrile  diseases  of  this  class  are 
Tery  tew,  and,  as  far  as  my  observation  goes,  are  entirely  limit- 
ed to  the  exanthemata. 

From  every  observation  I  have  been  able  to  make,  and  from 
the  most  careful  attention  to  a  vast  number  of  cases  of  this  dis- 
ease, which  have  come  under  my  care,  in  the  course  of  five  years 
Eractice  in  this  country,  as  a  regimental  surgeon,  I  must  ac- 
nowledgc,  how  contrary  soever  it  may  be  to  generally  received 
opinions,  that  I  am  not  inclined  to  attribute  much  to  the  o- 
peration  of  what  we  commonly  understand  by  marsh  miasma ; 
and  I  have  not  been  able,  in  any  case  which  I  have  seen,  by 
direct  or  irrefragable  proofs,  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  fever  to 
such  a  cause.  Indeed,  were  the  putrid  effluvia  of  marshes  so 
powerful,  or  the  sole  agent  on  this  occasion,  we  should  expect 
that  the  intermittent  form  would  have  been  most  common  at  the 
time  this  cause  is  generally  supposed  to  be  most  predominant, 
namely,  during  the  time  that  rains  were  not  yet  exceedingly 
abundant  $  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  temperature  of  the  at- 
mosphere suffered  only  one  transient  diminution,  being  imme- 
diately again  succeeded  by  intense  heat.  During  this  period, 
however,  the  disease  was  most  severe,  and  also  preserved  th^ 
most  continued  form ;  and  only  slight  and  obscure  remissions 
were  observed  towards  its  termination ; — for  it  was  not  until 
the  weather  had  become  finally  settled,  and  permanentTy  cold- 
er, and  that  the  rains  had  totally  ceased  for  several  weeks,  th^t 
the  symptoms  became  milder,  and  the  intermittent  form  more 
jcommon. 

Many,  indeed,  who  have  escaped  from  the  more  violent  at- 
tacks ot  the  disease,  relapse  in  the  month  of  December,  and  are 
ihen  seized  with  obstinate  intermittcnts.  Such  cases  are  genf- 
f/illv  accompanied  by  general  dropsy  or  fatal  dysenteries,  produc? 
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ed  by  chronic  diseases  of  the  liver,  spleen,  or  other  abdominal 
viscera. 

It  19  supposed,  therefore,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  facts, 
snpported  by  the  evidence  of  numerous  dissections,  that  certain 
diseases  of  those  viscera  are  to  be  regarded  rather  as  the  origin 
and  cause,  than  the  consequence  of  this  fever,  under  whatever 
variety  of  form  it  may  appear ;  and  it  is  not  imagined  that  the 
enlargement  of  those  viscera,  so  frequently  observed  in  subjects 
who  have  suffered  from  repeated  attacks  of  such  fevers,  affords 
any  argument  against  the  general  doctrine  which  I  have  endea* 
voured  to  establish,  but  may,  perhaps,  be  more  rationaUy  account* 
ed  for,  by  the  successive  repetition  of  some  power,  on  whose 
casual  application  the  chronic  diseases  of  those  parts  assume  a 
more  acute  form,  at  length  producing  total  ruin  of  their  struc* 
ture,  as  well  as  increase  of  size. 

The  succession  and  order  of  the  symptoms,  marking  the  dif^ 
ferent  stages  and  types  of  this  fever,  will  be  readily  explained  by: 
the  appearances  on  dissection,  and  seem  to  depend  chiefly  on  the 
degree  of  inflammation,  and  the  sensibility  of  the  part  concerned. 
When  the  liver  is  very  violently  affected,  the  symptoms  some- 
times even  resemble  those  of  hepatitis,  and  which  more  especial^ 
!y  appear  at  the  commencement  of  the  fever;  and  inflammation 
of  the  stomach  is  sufficiently  characteriii^ed  by  the  anxiety,  rest* 
lessness,  vomiting,  and  prostration  of  strength,  which  imme« 
diately  follow. 

As  a  common  consequence  of  extensive  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion, we  sometimes  find  a  quantity  of  serum  eflused  into  th« 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  various  adhesions  formed  between 
its  parietes  and  the  contained  viscera ;  and  the  omentum  at  other 
times  so  much  wasted,  as  to  resemble  merely  a  tissue  of  red  vessels. 
The  liver  almost  always  exceeds  its  natural  size,  and  is  also  con* 
siderably  altered  in  colour  and  texture.  It  is  always  softer  than 
natural ;  and  the  system  of  the  vena  portae  is  always  turgid  with 
blood.  The  peritoneal  covering  of  the  liver  is  oflen  thickened 
and  opaque,  and  is  sometimes  studded  with  white  spots,  or  with 
flakes  of  coagulable  lymph.  Sometimes  its  surface  is  ixTegular^ 
and  small  indurated  portions  are  discovered  on  its  convexity, 
which,  when  cut  open,  are  found  to  proceed  from  obstruction  of 
some  ramification  of  its  excretory  ducts,  produced  by  inflammation 
of  its  coats,  and  favouring  the  accumulation  of  viscid  bile.  The 
coats  of  the  cyst  generally  partake  of  the  inflammation.  The  co* 
lour  of  the  bile  it  contains  is  various;  and  it  is  sometimes  so  viscid 
and  thick,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  forced  out  by  strong  pressure. 

A  remarkable  alteration  also  takes  place  in  the  appearance  of 
the  spleen.    It  does  not  always,  however,  exceed  ihe  natural 
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■ize;  but  its  softness  is  often  sucb«  that  it  can  only  be  comparec} 
to  a  mass  of  coagulated  blood ;  wfoilei  at  other  times,  it  has  aa 
unusual  dei^ree  of  hardness,  with  thidc^ng  and  whiteness  of  its 
peritoneal  coat. 

The  stomach  is  as  frequently  found  contracted  and  empty,  or 
inflated  with  air,  or  distended  with  variously  coloured  fluids,  and 
even  pure  bile.  Sometimes  inflamed  spots  are  discovered  on  its 
peritoneal  coat;  but  the  internal  surface  is  the  most  frequent 
•eat  of  disease.  The  texture  of  the  villous  coat  is  often  com*- 
pletely  destroyed ;  and  it  exhibits  an  uniform  red,  of  the^eepest 
hue,  in  several  places  approaching  to  a  livid  colour,  and  is  co« 
vered  with  coagiilable  lymph,  or  a  secretion  of  puriform  matter 
tinged  with  blood.  In  other  cases,  the  inflammation  is  more  li«- 
mited,  and  appears  in  rosy  patches  over  its  internal  surface,  or 
in  numerous  minute  red  specks. 

This  inflammation  is  never  of  the  phlegmonous  kind,  but^ 
like  true  erythema,  successively  invades  one  part  after  another^ 
frequently  creeping  along  the  whole  course  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  attended  with  thickening  and  pulpiness  of  its  coats. 

The  brain  and  its  membranes  show  no  uncommon  appear- 
ances, or  marks  of  previous  inflammation. 

The  hings  are  not  afiected ;  but  I  have  often  found  a  large 

rntity  of  serum,  of  a  yellowish  colour,  collected  in  the  pericar- 
m,  while  the  heart  seemed  to  have  suffered  from  inflamma* 
tion ;  and,  in  two  or  three  cases,  I  observed  white  patches  of 
coaguiable  lymph,  apparently  converted  into  firm  glistening 
membrane,  easily  separated  from  its  proper  coats,  on  different 
parts  of  its  external  surface. 

When  this  disease  appears  in  a  regiment,  the  utmost. vigilance 
is  required  on  the  part  of  the  military,  as  well  as  of  the  medical 
ofiicers  of  the  corps,  to  detect  it  in  its  early  stage ;  for  I  know 
not  aa  instsunce  in  which,  after  the  third  day,  the  best  directed 
medical  efibrts  were  at  all  suflicient  to  arrest  its  course.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  in  this  place,  forbear  mentioning,  that  it  has  been 
my  good  fortune  to  be  surgeon  to  a  corpse,  at  all  times  command* 
ed  by  an  ofiicer,  from  whose  zeal  and  humane  exertions  I  have 
ever  received  the  most  cordial  assistance,  whenever  it  bad  the 
misfortune  to  be  visited  by  serious  or  epidemic  diseases. 

Such,  indeed,  is  the  rapid  progress  of  the  disease,  and  the 
great  delicacy  of  the  organ  principally  concerned,  that  our  rnea* 
sures  must  necessarily  be  prompt  and  vigorous;  and  under 
whatever  varieties  it  may  appear,  with  respect  to  type,  the  local 
symptoms  always  require  our  first  attention,  and  indicate  the 
nec^ijsity  of  copious  evacuation  of  blood.    If  the  fever  be  of  th|^ 


1 8 1  &•  Mr  Boyle  on  the  Fevers  of  Skify.  1 S9 

condnued  form,  under  sach  treatment  it  very  often  becomes  in- 
terinittent  $  and  when  of  this  latter  form,  we  thereby  prevent  its 
being  changed  into  a  more  dangerous  type,  in  th^  course  of  its 
progress. 

From  the  use  of  diis  remedy,  we  are  not  always  to  be  deterred 
by  the  smallaess  of  the  pulse ;  and  even  if  deh'quium  should 
come  on  after  the  abstraction  of  a  few  ounces  of  blood,  the  ope- 
ration may  be  repeated  soon  afterwards,  without  the  occurrence 
tif  the  like  accident. 

The  indiscriminate  use  of  the  term  debility^  derived  from  some 
ef  the  more  general  phenomena  of  disease,  without  regard' to  its 
essence  of  cause,  has  led  into  egregious  error  in  the  treatment  dT 
this,  as  well  as  of  some  other  compii^nts,  which  are  commonly 
considered  as  simple  idiopathic  fevers.  The  anxiety,  languor, 
restlessness,  and  prostration  of  strength,  which  accompany  this 
epidemic,  are  not  symptoms  of  debility,  but  of  gastritis,  and  de^ 
pend  on  the  peculiar  structure  of  the  organ,  and  its  extensive 
tf^mpathy  with  the  whole  S3'stem.  A  free  use  of  the  lancet  is 
required ;  and,  in  oixier  that  this  remedy  may  be  productive  of 
beneficial  effects,  it  must  be  had  recourse  to  at  an  early  period 
of  the  diseasa  Even  when  the  disease  was  too  far  advanced  for 
any  permanent  advantage  to  l>e  expected  from  venesection,  its 
efiects  have  been  discovered  by  a  temporary  increase  of  fulness 
of  the  puke.  What  is  here  said,  applies  equally  to  general  and 
local  blood-letting ;  and  this  last  mode  may  be  employed  with 
considerable  advantage. 

[n  the  inflammation  of  all  delicate  and  highly  sensible  meia- 
brasies,  unless  we  succeed  in  the  first  instance,  we  in  vain  at- 
tempt to  subdue  it  afterwards,  by  acting  on  the  arterial  system 
at  large,  and  still  farther  diminishing  me  vis  a  tergo :  tor  the 
disease  makes  rapid  progress ;  the  texture  of  the  organ  is  speed-^ 
ily  destroyed,  and  its  vitality  is  irrecoverably  lost. 

Recourse  must,  ther^re,  at  the  same  time,  be  had  to  such 
means  as  possess  some  controul  over  the  vessels  of  the  part,  suit- 
ttbie  to  its  peculiar  functions  and  organization ;  and  the  effects  of 
local  blood-letting,  by  the  application  of  a  numb^  of  leeches 
to  the  region  of  tne  stomach,  are  to  be  further  assisted  by  large 
lOid  repeated  blisters. 

Nothing  so  mndu  aggravates  allthe  symptoms,  as  the  presence 
of  acrid  bile,  and  accumulated  feculent  matter.  All  irriiHiiou, 
therefore,  from  sudi  causes,  is  to  be  carefully  prevented  ;  and, 
with  this  view,  the  contents  of  tlie  intestines  t'.$e  to  be  dislodged 
0n  the  first  approach  of  the  disease,  and  tlieir  accumulation 
cautiously  guarded  against  during  its  contiauatice.  For  this  pur- 
pose, small  doses  of  purgative  mediciues  must  be  ficquLiiil^  ad- 
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ministered*  It  too  often  happens,  however,  that  the  Irritability 
of  the  stomach  is  such,  that  medicines  of  this  class  cannot  be  re- 
tained, but  are  instantly  rejected ;  and  recourse,  therefore,  must 
also  be  had  to  large  emollient  and  laxative  giysters,  which  must 
be  frequently  injected,  and  are,  in  all  stages  of  the  fever,  of  the 
most  essential  service.  As  a  purgative,  no  medicine  is  so  well 
adapted  to  this  complaint  as  the  submuriate  of  mercury ;  and 
its  operation  may  be  sometimes  advantageously  alternated  with 
the  use  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  dissolved  in  water,  and  plenti- 
fully diluted. 

The  effects  of  mercury,  however,  are  not  to  be  estimated  sole- 
ly by  its  purgative  quality ;  but  it  seems  to  be  chiefly  useful,  on 
account  of  its  specific  action  on  the  hepatic  system,  and  its 
power  of  affecting,  throu^  the  medium  of  the  circulation,  se- 
creting surfaces  endowed  with  high  irritability,  and  in  a  state  of 
inflammation.  This  remedy  is  £erefore  to  be  used  externally, 
as  well  as  internally ;  and  is  to  be  resorted  to  immediately,  as 
the  most  powerful  remedy  we  possess  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease.  Its  effects,  however,  do  not  always  depend  on  the  quan- 
tity introduced ;  but  on  certain  conditions  of  the  system,  by 
which  the  latt^r  is  rendered  more  or  less  susceptible  of  its  ac- 
tion, and  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  explain. 

This  susceptibility  is  indicated  by  the  effects  produced  on  the 
salivary  glands :  some  degree  of  ptyalism  follows,  which  affords 
the  surest  prognostic  of  a  favourable  termination ;  and  the  change 
produced  in  all  the  symptoms  is  generally  quick  and  rapkl.  It 
sometimes,  however,  happens,  that  the  largest  doses  will  not 
produce  salivation ;  and,  in  such  cases,  the  event  is  invariably 
fatal. 

From  the  rapid  manner  in  which  we  are  frequently  induced, 
on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  disease,  to  introduce  this  medi- 
cine into  the  system,  copious  salivation  is  frequently  occasioned, 
and  often  appears  suddenly,  with  bleeding  from  the  gums :  but, 
as  no  advantage  is  to  be  expected  from  the  mere  secretion  from 
salivary  glands,  I  have  succeeded  equally  well,  after  having  as- 
certained its  ini9uence  over  the  disease,  by  continuing  its  use  in 
small  doses,  merely  sufficient  to  keep  up  die  mercurial  irritation 
in  the  system,  until  the  disease  was  completely  overcome.  From 
what  has  been  said,  it  need  scarcely  be  observed,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  besmearing  the  gums  with  mercurial  ointment,  or  rub- 
bing them  with  calomel,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  this  se- 
cretion, is  extremely  ineffectual 

Sometimes  severe  diarrhoea  comes  on  during  the  early  stages 
of  recovery,  attended  with  want  of  sleep ;  in  which  case,  I  have 
derived  the  greatest  advantage  from  small  doses  of  opium^  coo^ 
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bined  with  calomel.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remembered,  that 
-under  no  other  circumstances  whatever,  is  opium  to  be  recom- 
mended in  this  disease. 

As  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing,  cold  affusion 
does  not  appear  so  well  adapted  to  this  species  of  fever,  as  to 
that  which  prevails  during  the  summer.  Indeed,  if  the  external 
use  of  cold  water  can  ever  be  recommended  in  this  fever,  it  pro- 
mises to  be  most  successful  in  those  cases  which  show  a  more 
decided  tendency  to  assume  the  intermittent  form,  when  they 
happen  to  be  occasionally  attended  with  some  degree  of  determi- 
nation to  the  head.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  have  frequent- 
ly employed  it  in  the  manner  of  cold  ablution,  during  the  hot 
stage,  with  manifest  advantage.  From  a  few  trials  I  have  made 
of  the  tepid  bath,  during  the  second  sta^^e  of  the  disease,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  it  may  sometimes  be  employed  with  advantage. 

The  alternation  of  these  remedies  has  lately  been  practised  and 
recommended  by  some  physicians ;  and  something  of  the  same 
kind  is  also  mentioned  by  Celsus,  *  from  whom,  perhaps,  the 
idea  has  been  borrowed.  Of  such  practice,  however,  I  cannot 
speak  from  experience.  > 

Attention  ought  also  to  be  paid  to  the  regular  discharge  of 
urine,  which  is  sometimes  scanty ;  and  though  secreted  by  the 
kidneys,  is  not  duly  evacuated ; — ^for  which  purpose,  therefore, 
I  have  often  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  catheter. 

We  are  usually  advised,  in  all  fevers  which  show  a  tendency 
to  intermit,  to  watch  this  period  carefully  ;  and  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  such  circumstance  affords,  of  exhi* 
biting  bark  in  large  doses,  with  a  view  to  obviate  the  debilitt/ 
which,  it  is  said,  predisposes  to  the  formation  and  return  of 
another  paroxysm.  That  in  some  fevers,  and  in  certain  habits 
and  constitutions,  this  may  be  highly  expedient  and  advisable,  I 
do  not  venture  to  deny,  as  such  practice  stands  supported  by  the 
best  authority,  and  is  justified  by  ample  experience. 

Without  entering,  however,  into  an  examination  of  the  above 
principles,  which  generally  direct  its  use,  I  feel  myself  warranted 
to  affirm,  from  the  result  of  several  cases  in  which  this  plan  was 
adopted  in  the  fever  now  under  consideration^  that  bark  served 
only  to  exasperate  the  local  disease,  and  to  aggravate 'every 
symptom  of  the  succeeding  paroxysm. 

In  many  cases  which  occurred  towards  the  final  cessation  of 
the  epidemic,  at  the  close  of  the  autumnal  season,  the  local 
symptoms  were  much  milder,  and  the  fever  became  intermittent. 


*  Csbusy  lib.  U  4^  and  ivr  %- 
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After  a  moderate  evacuation  of  bloody  Bni  a  free  use  off  Uxative 
medtciues.  In  those  cases,  calomel  waa  the  mediciae  I  chiefly 
employed ;  and  I  almost  invariably  observed,  that,  when  carried 
to  an  extent  sufficient  to  manifest  its  action  on  the  systpm  by 
the  usual  criterion,  the  paroxysms  soon  after  cea«ed  to  return. 

When  rdupses  occur,  and  the  stren^h  is  at  length  a  good 
deal  exhausted,  it  becomes  necessary  to  support  the  patient  un- 
der the  action  of  the  mercury  (which  must  be  given  yi  small 
doses),  by  a  nourishing  d^ct  and  the  use  of  generous  wine.  Bark 
then  becomes  an  useful  auxiliary  ;  and  warm  clothing,  geatation 
on  horseback,  and  change  of  scene,  greatly  facilitate  the  recovery* 


XI. 

Case  of  a  singular  Affeciio^i  of  the  Right  Leg,  ^ich,  on  extension 
of  the  Limb^  exciUd  agonizing  Headache  By  James  Rums£V, 
M.  D.  Am er sham. 

C\^  Sunday,  23d  June  1811,  I  was  requested  to  visit  Miss 
V-/  W  ■  ,  aged  1  i  years,  the  daughter  of  very  healthy  pa- 
rents, and  one  of  a  remarkably  healthy  family  of  children.  Her 
own  health  had  been  good  until  the  commencement  of  her  pre* 
sent  illness. 

.  Miss  W.  had  been  confined  about  six  weeks,  by  complaints^ 
beginning  with  slight  sore  throat,  arising  apparently  from  cold. 
The  circumstances  which  most  distressed  her,  and  had  particu- 
larly excited  the  apprebensiops  of  her  parents,  were  an  acute 
pain  in  the  head,  and  in  the  fl«?xor  muscles  of  the  right  leg,  when- 
ioever  that  limb  was  in  the  least  degree  extended,  even  in  bed. 
The  extreme  pain  of  the  leg,  on  motion,  obliged  her  to  be  carried 
from  the  bed  to  the  sofa,  as  she  could  not  stand.  The  pain  in 
the  head  returned  by  fits,  at  uncertain  times,  once  or  twice  in 
every  twenty- four  hours>  in  an  agonizing  degree.  At  such  mo- 
ments, she  desired  her  servant  to  compress  her  head  with  her 
Lands  as  firmly  as  she  could.  These  symptoms  were  accompa- 
nied with  fever,  loss  of  appetite,  and  offensive,  breath  \  the  tongue 
moist,  and  of  a  yellowish  brown  ;  the  bowels  constipated  ;  stools 
dark  and  fetid ;  the  pulse  120,  small,  and  rather  hard;  the  pvipi^s 
of  the  eyes  much  contracted ;  couJitenance  pale,  and  dejected. 
She  was  weak  \  but  the  sensorium  had  not  been  in  any  decree 
affected ;   the  abdomen  was  not  paiafiil,   tense,   or   tender ; 
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neither  w^  there  cough,  or  evidence  of  any  other  Tisoeml  a& 
fection. 

The  affection  of  the  leg  had  subsisted  a  fortnight ;  no  change 
was  discoverable  in  it,  either  to  the  eye,  or  the  touch ;  nor  did 
the  g^atest  pressure  give  pain^  so  long  as  no  attempt  was  made 
to  extend  the  limb. 

Miss  W.  had  been  attended  jpy  two  very  respectable  practi'^ 
tioners,  who  had  given  her  first  an  emetici  aperient  medicinef 
when  the  bowels  seemed  to  require  themi  talmes  during  fever^ 
and  the  cinchona,  with  a  view  to  the  great  debility  they  observe 
ed.  The  fomentations  and  embrocations  they  had  employed  fot 
the  limb  had  produced  no  benefit 

From  a  careful  consideraticm  of  all  the  circumstances  of  tha 
case,  I  suspected  the  seat,  of  disease  to  be  in  the  head  j  and  ap- 
prehended that  congestion  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  if  not  soon 
relieved,  would  lead  on  to  the  infiadimation,  and  consequent  e£- 
fiision  of  hydrocephalus  internus.  The  pain  of  the  leg  I  regard-* 
ed  as  a  sympathetic  affection  of  the  nerves,  supplying  the  mus- 
(des  so  affected ;  and  the  fever  as  symptomatic  of  the  primary 
disease  within  the  head. 

With  these  views,  I  proposed  the  immediate  application  of  six 
leeches  to  each  temple ;  to  shave  and  blister  the  hciad,  and  to 
evacoate  the  bowels ;  for  which  last  purpose  I  directed 
9i  Hydrargvr.  submuriat.  gr.  ii. 

Pulr.  racf.  jatapse  gr.  x.  M.  ter  die  aumendus  e  quovia 
vehiculo  crasso. 

In  additioh  to  these  means,  a  very  simple  regimen  was  en« 
joined. 

Wednesday,  26th  June,  I  visited  Miss  W.  again.  The  leeches 
had  been  applied  cm  Sunday  evening;  the  wounds  continued  to 
bleed  until  seven  o'clock  of  the  following  morning ;  but  she  had 
not  suffered  from  faintness.  From  her  extreme  aversion  to  hav« 
ing  the  head  shaved,  the  application  of  the  blister  had  been  SU8« 
pended.  The  powders  which  she  began  to  take  on  Sunday  even^^ 
ing,  procured  six  stools  each  day,  less  fetid,  tmd  of  a  more  na«> 
tural  colour. 

From  the  time  the  leeches  were  applied,  the  pain  in  the  head 
eeased,  and  the  usual  returns  of  fever  were  much  diminished.  On 
^  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  25th,  Miss  W.  found,  for  the  first 
time,  the  power  of  extending  the  W  in  bed,  and  on  this  day  she 
could  walk,  although  not  with  the  heel  quite  fiat  to  the  ground* 
The  pupils  were  kss  contracted ;  pulse  1 10 ;  the  appetite  not 
imprpyed ;  but  she  appeared  more  cheerful,  and  felt  stronger* 

Wi^  such  evidences  of  benefit^  I  advised  a  repetition  of  the 

TQL.  VIII.  Ma  90.  K 
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leeches^  and  a  coniinuftnce  of  the  powders,  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  procure  three  or  four  stools  everj  day.  The  same  regimen 
also  to  be  perserered  in« 

Monday,  July  1,  I  found  Miss  W*  much  improved.  She 
had  had  no  return  of  the  pain  in  the  head,  and  could  walk  per- 
fectly well.  Her  fever  had  disappeared,  the  tongue  was  clean, 
pulse  reduced,  appetite  better,  bowels  freely  acted  upon  by  the 
powders. 

Although  I  had  the  pleasure  to  consider  my  patient  convales- 
cent, I  judged  It  expedient  to  guard  against  any  return  of  the 
symptoms  of  congestion,  by  endeavouring  to  divert  or  prevent 
any  morbid  action  that  might  reproduce  it.  I  directed,  there* 
fore,  5^-  ung.  hydrargvr.  fort  to  be  rubbed  into  the  lower  ex- 
tremities at  bed^time  $  tne  powders  to  be  taken  so  as  to  produce 
a  full  effect  twice  in  the  week ;  and  a  blister  to  be  applied  be« 
tween  the  shoulders,  and  kept  open  with  the  ung.  sabines.  I 
farther  recommended  the  following  draught  to  be  taken  three 
times  in  the  day. 

$>  Tinct.  digital,  purp.  gtt.  vj. 
Aq.  ammon.  acetat.  3ij. 
Tinct.  lavend.  comp.  gtt.  xx. 
Mist,  camph*  |s6.  M. 

On  the  8tb,  I  found  Miss  W.  improving  still  in  appearance, 
appetite,  and  spirits ;  pulse  90.  Directed  all  the  remedies  to  be 
continued,  increasing  the  quantity  of  the  ung.  hydr.  as  it  had  not 
yet  affected  the  system. 

July  15.— Puke  80;  perfectly  well  in  health  and  spirits;  and 
disposed  now  to  amusements  more  than  she  had  been  for  some 
months  past ;  hier  mother  having  observed,  long  previous  to  her 
illness,  a  disinclination  to  these,  and  that  she  complained  often  of 
headach.  No  effects  from  the  ung.  hydrargyr.  Moderate  ex- 
ercise, simple  diet,  and  an  occasional  use  of  the  powders,  the 
only  attentions  now  advised.  Miss  -W.  has  continued  since  in 
the  enjoyment  of  full  health. 

The  remedies,  from  which  the  cure  of  the  foregoing  case  is  in- 
ferred, are  the  bleeding  and  purging.  Whether  the  symptoms 
enumerated  did  arise  from  congestion  in  the  vessels  of  the  head, 
or  from  an  undue  performance  of  the  functions  of  the  bowels 
simply,  is  necessarily  matter  of  conjecture.  Either  of  those 
causes  might  exist  originally  independent  of  the  other ;  but  they 
are  known  to  pperate  reciprocally  in  producing  and  exasperating 
their  respective  evils.  And  the  two  great  remedies,  therefore,  on 
which  the  stress  of  the  treatment  was  laid,  mi^t  be  highly  bene- 
iicial,  either  singly,  in  reference  to  their  peculiar  indications,  or 
by  their  combined  eflects  in  extinguishing  the  miserable  disease 
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-^hich  was  suspected  to  be  in  progress,  in  its  earliest  and  perhaps 
its  only  curable  stage.  It  will  be  admitted  as  a  strong  reason  for 
believing  the  primary  affection  to  have  been  within  the  head,  that 
the  pain  before  felt  there  ceased  immediately  upon  the  appiicatioii 
of  the  leeches,  and  before  the  lise  of  any  other  remedy. 

Amerskam^     1 
Feb.  IS.  iSl2.^ 
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Caseof  Poisonings  by  the  external  application  of  Corrosive  Svhlimatei 
By  Archibald  Robertson,  Surgeon,  Royal  Navy. 

/^NE  of  his  Majesty's  cruizers,  employed  during  the  present 
^^  winter  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  received  on  board  at 
Corunna,  a  passenger,  whose  disastrous  fortune  had  compelled 
him  to  seek  an  asylum  in  Britain.  This  unfortunate  individual 
had  been  exposed  to  such  extreme  suffering,  that  he  had  become 
a  prey  to  almost  all  the  diseases  attendant  upon  poverty  and  filth. 
The  humanity  of  British  officers  had  not  been  awanting  in  en- 
deavouring to  lessen  these;  but  it  happened,  that  every  article 
for  psora  having  been  expended,  separating  him  from  the  unaf- 
fected was  the  only  medical  expedient  which  could  then  be  adopt- 
ed, Until  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  England. 

The  surgeon,  however,  having  occasion  to  administer  medicine 
to  him  for  another  complaint,  received  the  infection,  which  soon 
betrayed  itself  on  his  hands,  wrists,  and  arms.  As  they  were  des- 
tined to  the  port  where  his  wife,  children,  and  relations  anxious- 
ly looked  for  his  return,  afler  a  long  and  harassing  absence,  he 
became  extremely  desirous  of  removing  the  eruption,  and  there- 
fore had  recourse  to  the  small  quantity  of  the  muriate  of  mer- 
cury remaining  in  his  possession,  forming  a  solution  in  alcohol, 
in  the  proportion  of  four  or  five  grains  to  the  ounce,  with  which, 
morning  and  night,  he  very  freely  washed  the  affected  parts.  Bv 
Its  use,  the  eruption  began  to  disappear  on  the  5th  day ;  but  on 
the  7th,  he  felt  himself  extremely  feverish,  having  an  intense 
headach,  flushed  countenance,  fiiu  and  quick  pulse,  and  great 
heat  on  the  skin.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  he  was  attacked 
by  violent  pain  in  the  stomad),  attended  by  vomiting  and  painful 
retching,  which  continued  with  little  interval  the  v^hole  of  the 
liight.     In  the  niorniftg',  these  were  somewhat  miltler  j  but  the 
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Respite  was  of  gbort  duration,  being  speedily  attacked  with  diar*- 
rhasa,  attended  with  tenesmus.  At  this  period  the  ship  arrived 
in  port,  on  which  I  took  immediate  occasion  to  visit  my  friend^ 
^hom  I  unexpectedly  found  in  the  above  distress.  His  pulse 
was  small,  quick,  and  tremulous;  his  countenance  exhausted  and 
sunk;  violent  and  frequent  retching;  a  constant  desire  to  go  to 
stool,  the  matter  evacuated  being  scanty,  chiefly  blood  and  mu- 
cus ;  but,  above  all,  the  debility  seemed  particularly  alarming* 

These  complaints  he  had  justly  attributed  to  the  unguarded 
application  of  the  solution  to  the  surface  of  bis  body,  and  had 
therefore  taken  large  doses  of  opium,  repeating  them  at  intervals. 
As,  however,  they  had  only  effected  a  partial  relief,  and  the 
symptoms  were  still  extremely  urgent,  I  prepared  a  hot  bath  for 
him,  with  as  much  speed  and  in  the  best  manner  which  the  con* 
yeniences  of  a  ship  could  afford.  After  tliis  I  gave  him  a  sudo- 
rific ;  and  as  soon  as  the  diaphoresis  commenced,  covered  him 
carefully  in  warm  blankets,  without  administering  any  diluents, 
lipprehensive  that  they  might  again  excite  the  action  of  the  sto- 
mach. 

When  the  sudorific  process  had  been  continued  for  some  time, 
fdl  the  symptoms  became  evidently  milder  ;  and,  as  he  was  ex- 
tremely exhausted,  I  gave  him  a  large  dose  of  opium  in  sub- 
stance, which  procured  him  a  comfortable  and  refreshing  sleep. 

When  I  saw  him  on  the  following  morning,  he  continued  in  a 
^tate  of  recovery ;  but  the  exhaustion  was  great,  and  he  complain- 
ed of  his  brieath  being  extremely  fetid,  and  of  a  bitter  taste  in 
his  mouth.  The  next  day  his  mouth  was  worse,  the  gums 
i^wollen,  and  several  of  his  teeth  loose  ;  and  on  the  third  morn- 
ing after  I  first  saw  him,  being  the  tenth  since  he  had  applied  the 
solution,  he  was  in  as  complete  a  salivation  as  ever  was  produc- 
ed J^y  the  common  mode  of  introducing  the  medicine  into  the* 
system,  and  which  ran  the  same  course. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  in  this  instance  the  same  inference 
is  afforded,  as  in  the  ca^e  related  by  Dr  Anderson.  It  is  evident 
that  the  derangement  of  the  stomach  was  excited  by  the  muriate 
of  mercury  having  been  introduced  into  the  system  through 
the  cutaneous  lymphatics*  The  quajitity  introduced  cannot  have 
been  very  considerable,  and  it  therefore  affords  an  important 
practical  caution.  That  it  would  have  terminated  fatally,  had 
suitable  means  not  been  adopted,  is  likewise  an  evident  deduction^ 
The  treatment  was  the  same  as  in  Dr  Anderson's  patient,  with 
the  addition  of  the  sudorific  process,  which  possesses  all  those 
high  advantages  in  dysenteric  symptoms,  adduced  in  its  support 
by  Dr  Moseley, 

in  one  of  our  naval  hospitals,  where  the  metallic  salt  is  same» 
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times  given  in  the  more  stabbom  cases  of  sjrphilis,  I  have  observ«* 
ed  the  ptyalism  to  be  uniformly  more  severe  i  that  its  exhibition 
is  always  some  time  or  other  attended  by  severe  aifection  of  the 
bowels  $  and  that  the  debility  is  greater  and  more  difficult  to 
Gveroomei  than  in  those  casies  in  wnich  the  other  preparations  of 
the  mineral  are  administered. 

Deal,  ^3d  February^  1812. 


XIII. 

Case  cf  Pahy  cured  by  TitiUation,  *witk  same  observations  on  tie 
effects  of  Titittation  on  the  Nervous  Systenu  By  James  War- 
drop,  Elsq. 

T^ANY  important  physiological  truths  are  established  by  accu- 
^^  rate  observations  on  the  phenomena  of  diseases,  rhysio* 
logy  also  contributes  much  to  the  advancement  of  pathological 
inquiries.  The  connexion  of  these  branches  of  meaical  science 
is  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  various  sympathetic  affections  of  our 
organs,  the  symptoms  of  diseases  pointing  out  natural  relations 
between  parts,  whilst  an  acquaintance  with  these  natural  phe- 
nomena accounts  for  various  symptoms  in  diseases  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  inexplicable.  A  knowledge  of  the  relatione 
and  sympathies  among  the  different  organs,  is  of  no  less  import- 
ance in  therapeutics.  If  we  can  discover  tliat  certain  symptoms 
in  diseases  are  merely  sympathetic,  we  are  led  to  employ  remedies 
which  will  act  directly  on  the  primary  affection.  And  besides 
this  mode  of  treating  diseases,  another  of  great  importance  i^ 
pointed  out,  perhaps  not  less  powerful,  and  of  far  more  extensive 
application. 

It  is  a  fact  weH  established  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  that  in 
many  diseases,  the  most  usebl  remedies,  instead  of  acting  direct- 
ly on  the  primary  affection,  produce  their  influence  on  some  on* 
Kan  or  texture  in  the  body,  between  which,  and  the  part  primari- 
7  affected,  there  exists  some  connexion  or  consent,  whether  pro- 
duced by  any  direct  comnmnication  of  nervous  matter,  or  by  any 
other  law  established  in  the  animal  economy.  Numerous  practical 
Illustrations  may  be  mentioned^  in  which,  upon  these  principles, 
the  use  of  many  of  the  most  valuable  remedies  can  alone  be  ex- 
jJaiued.  The  skin,  the  alimentary  canal,  the  kidneys,  the  cellular 
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texture,  afford  striking  examples  of  the  advantages  of  this  chan- 
nel in  the  treatment  of  diseases.  In  all  febrile  affections,  in  lor 
cal  inflammations,  in  some  diseases  of  the  stomach,  and  other 
viscera,  many  powerful  remedies  are  given,  with  a  view  to  influ- 
ence the  ftinctions  of  the  skin,  the  stomach,  the  intestines,  and 
the  kidneys.  Hence  the  employment  of  emetics,  of  sudorifics, 
of  diuretics,  of  purgatives,  of  alterative  medicines,  and  many 
others. 

Keeping  such  facts  in  my  mind,  and  aware  of  the  great 
sympathy  which  subsists  between  the  skin  and  nervous  system, 
i  have  often  thought,  that  in  many  diseases  of  that  system,  a 
powerful  effect  might  be  produced,  by  tickling  those  parts  of  the 
skin  which  are  possessed  of  the  most  susceptibility  to  that  pecu- 
liar excitement.  The  following  case  affords  an  excellent  illustra- 
tion, both  of  the  foregoing  doctrines,  and  of  their  application  to 
the  treatment  of  diseases. 

A  man  twenty-three  years  of  age,  in  the  month  of  April  1810^ 
when  with  the  army  in  Portugal,  was  seized  with  a  fever,  which 
]vas  at  that  time  epidepic  among  the  troops.  In  consequence  of 
repeated  attacks  of  th^  disease,  he  remained  for  nearly  twelve 
months  in  the  different  military  hospitals  of  Coimbra,  Lisbon, 
&c.  Besides  what  he  described  as  the  febrile  disease,  he  had  a 
severe  affection  of  his  head,  for  which  he  was  bled  profusely  ; 
and  when  he  returned  to  Britain,  he  had  a  complete  paralytic 
affection  of  the  left  side.  By  living  in  fhe  country,  he  regained 
a  good  deal  of  strength ;  and  he  was  able  to  move,  thougn  in  a 
very  small  degree,  the  paralytic  arm  and  hand.  Soon  after  this> 
the  complaint  in  his  head  returned  with  its  former  violence ;  but 
by  copious  and  repeated  bleedings,  the  giddiness  and  stupor, 
which  were  the  chief  symptoms,  were  removed.  The  paralytic 
affection  of  the  left  side,  during  this  attack,  became  more  com- 
plete; and  although  his  general  health  improved,  yet  in  the  be- 
ginning of  August  last,  notwithstanding  the  most  rigid  antiphlo- 
gistic treatment,  and  a  continued  use  oi  blisters  and  electricity  to 
the  affected  side,  th^  limb  continued  feeble,  and  his  arm  and 
hand  perfectly  useless. 

When  I  saw  him  at  this  period,  which  was  the  middle  of  Au* 

fust  last,  eighteen  months  from  the  commencement  of  his  illness, 
e  had  a  marked  halt  in  the  left  leg,  and  the  left  arm  hung  mo- 
tionless, not  having  the  power  oi  even  producing  any  sensible 
^movement  with  any  of  his  fingers.  The  arm,  too,  was  consi- 
derably wasted;-  the  hand  oedematous,  with  occasional  pains 
hbout  his  shoulder ;  his  pulse  a  little  full  and  frequent ;  his 
ipongue  fprred,  and  a  tendency  to  headaclj.     After  completely 
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emptying  his  bowels  by  aloetic  purgatives,  and  cupping  him  in 
the  necK,  by  which  treatment  all  the  febrile  symptoms,  and 
those  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  seemed  to  be  remov- 
ed, I  began  to  try  the  effect  of  titillation. 

The  process  which  was  employed  to  titillate  was  extremely 
•imple.  A  person  was  directed  to  draw  a  feather  gently  over  the 
surface  of  the  skin  on  the  palm  of  the  hand,  until  it  excited 
laughter;  and  I  purposed  that  this  should  be  done  three  or 
four  times  a«day. 

On  trial,  it  was  found  that  the  desired  effect  could  readily  be 
produced.  At  first,  it  was  found  that  a  considerable  time  was 
necessary  to  excite  laughter;  but  the  more  frequently  the  appli- 
cation was  emploved,  the  mote  quickly  it  was.  accomplished. 
He  found,  too,  that  the  laughter  was  produced  much  more 
speedily  when  he  was  tickled  by  another  person,  than  when  he 
used  the  feather  himself;  and  that  it  was  most  easily  excited^ 
by  applying  the  feather  to  the  part  of  the  palm  where  it  is  mark- 
ed by  the  flexion  of  the  thumb. 

The  beneficial  effects  which  the  titillation  produced  on  the 
paralytic  arm,  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 

After  employing  it  a  few  days,  he  began  to  feel  as  if  the  limb 
were  reanimated,  a  sensation  which  lasted  a  short  time  after  each 
fit  of  laughter.  This  sensation  was  soon  followed  by  a  power  to 
produce  a  sensible  and  voluntary  motion  of  the  fingers,  which 
daily  increased;  so  that  in  about  a  month  ftom  the  commence- 
ment of  the  use  of  the  titillation,  he  could  grasp  his  hand  with  % 
moderate  firmness,  and  move,  in  like  manner,  the  elbow  and 
shoulder- joints.  Afler  this  period,  the  strength  of  the  limb  was 
rapidly  regained ;  and  in  two  months  from  the  corrinencement 
of  this  treatment,  I  met  him  in  the  street  carrying  a  bundle  un- 
der the  affected  arm. 

The  titillation  was  also  used  to  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
affected  side,  the  feather  being  applied  to  the  sole  of  the  foot^ 
nhere  it  failed  not  to  produce  a  speedy  and  great  degree  of 
laughter. 

Besides  the  titillation,  it  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  I  also 
advised  him  to  rub  the  limb  with  the  dry  hand,  morning  and 
evening;  and  this  was  done  with  a  view  not  only  of  removing 
the  cBdematous  swelling,  but  also  of  producing  an  additional 
excitement  on  the  skin.  I  have  seen  the  patient  four  months 
after  the  above  treatment  had  been  employed,  when  he  remained 
perfectly  well.  I  am  aware  that  the  event  of  any  new  mode  of 
treatment,  in  an  individual  instance,  cannot  be  sufficient  to 
warrant  any  general  conclusion.  The  case,  however,  seems  to 
lae  to  afford  an  interesting  illustration  of  the  influence  which 
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%\\e  funptioiu  of  the  skin  have  on  the  nenroiii  syfttem^  and  to 
.open  a  channel  for  obflervation  and  experiment,  in  v^rioui  dis* 
eases  of  that  systenii  which  may  lead  to  important  improlrementf 
in  their  treatment.  Uoder  that  impressioq,  X  have  ventured  to 
lay  these  remarks  before  the  public  in  their  present  form  i  and 
with  the  h<^es  that,  by  their  early  communication,  the  fgooi 
effects  of  the  practice  may  be  established  by  the  ample  eaqperienc^ 
of  others. 

It  may  be  remarked,  before  concluding  these  observathi9Sf 
that  a  good  deal  of  discrimination  must  necessarily  be  employi- 
ed  in  se^cting  cases  where  litillation  is  likely  to  prove  beneficiali 
and  in  determining  the  extent  in  which  it  may  be  prudent  to  em« 
ploy  such  a  remedy^  As  kmg  as  the  paralytic  afiedion  seems  to 
depend  on  an  increased  quantity^  of  blood  m  the  enccphalon,  or 
to  arise  from  any  morbia  alteration  in  the  structure  of  the  bnun» 
t)r  its  coverings,  all  attempts  by  litillation,  or  other  means,  tore- 
/cover  the  power  of  the  paralytic  nerves,  must  be  fruidess,  if  not 
highly  dangerous.  Tltillation  appears  to  me  to  be  applicable  to 
those  cases  only  where  the  primary  afiection  is  removed,  and 
where  the  palsy,  which  was  merely  one  of  its  symptoms,  alone 
remains^  How  far  litilbition  may  have  an  ejSect  in  alleviating  the 
/excruciating  pain  of  tic  douloureusy  sciatica,  and  some  other  aC- 
fectiop^  which  seem  chiefly  confined  to  nerves,  ei^perience  can 
alone  determine.  TitiUatiou,  when  employed  in  the  treatment 
of  di^easies,  must,  like  other  powerful  rei^edies,  be  at  first  used 
with  cauti(m  |  and  we  are  enabled  to  yary  the iBxtent  of  ita  efl^ts» 
from  tickling  to  laughter,  or  even  convulsioni. 

Eviery  one  knows,  from  personal  experi^^ce,  the  two  first  de« 

Eees  of  it;  e&cts.  There  are,  I  believe,  many  instances  of  ila 
tving  produced  convulsions,  and  I  haye  heard  of  one  case  whcra 
it  proved  fatal.  In  all  probability,  the  effects  of  titiUation,  as  a^ 
remedy,  should  be  confined  to  the  excitement  of  laughter,  which 
in  okl  or  obstinate  cjaset^  may  be  excited  even  ^o  an  immoderate 
degree. 

It  is,  perhaps,  difiicult  to  determine  how  fiir  titiUation  acts 
directly  on  the  affected  nerves,  or  iadirectly  through  the  medium 
of  the  brain;  the  latter  appears  to  be  the  B^ost  probable  opinion i 
and  if  this  be  found  to  be  the  case,  it  may  be  equally  beneficial) 
to  titillate  the  skin  of  the  isound  as  of  the  paralytic  lirnb^  thu^ 
obtaining  a  more  extensive,  and  a  more  efficacious  mode  of  ap- 
plying titillation  aa  a  remedy.  The  influence  of  mental  emotion^ 
on  the  nervous  system,  and  on  the  vital  and  animal  functions, 
has  not  yet  met  with  that  consideration  in  the  treatment  of  dis^ 
leases  which  it  appears  to  merit.  The  eflects  of  music  in  some 
pf  these  4iseascs,  and  the  variations  of  the  same  disease  in  indiyi;? 
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dnalst  under  the  influence  of  difierent  mental  emotions,  prove 
this  influence,  and  might  lead  us  to  expect  that  great  beneficial 
advantages  might  be  derived,  from  acting  on  the  minds  of  those 
afliicted  with  such  complaints. 
London f  February  1812. 
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On  the  DisecLses  of  Iceland.  From  Sir  O.S.  Mackenzie's  Travda, 

*Vro  apolq^  is  necessaiy  fer  the  lei^k  of  the  present  extrad. 
-^^  The  influence  of  climate^  soil^  diet»  and  customst  upon  the 
health  of  the  human  species,  is  at  all  Umes  an  interesting  subject 
of  inquiry  to  the  medical  philosopher  %  but  in  no  instance  doe» 
it  promise  more  marked  and  useful  results  than  in  the  present 
» instance.  Medical  literature  abounds  with  valuable  writings  on 
the  diseases  of  warm  climates  i  but  they  had  no  counterpart  wor- 
thy of  being  contrasted  with  them,  until  the  present  essay^  by 
Dr  Holland^  who  accompanied  Sir  G.  Mackenzie  in  his  expedi* 
lion  to  Iceland,  was  given  to  the  public. 

*^  The  poverty  of  the  Icelanders,  and  the  dispersion  of  their  small 
icommunity  over  so  vast  an  extent  of  country^  render  it  almost  im*!' 
possible  that  medical  practitioners  should  obtain  an  independent  snbv* 
sistence  in  the  island.  To  obviate^  as  far  as  possible,  this  e? il»  a  small 
medical  establishment  is  provided  at  the  public  expense  \  con^sttng 
of  a  superiutendant  physician,  who  has  the  title  of  landphysicus,  aa 
apothecary,  and  $ve  subordinate  medical  raeo,  who  are  stationed  in 
different  parts  of  the  island.  The  physician  and  apothecary  ure  set* 
tkd  in  the  vicinity  of  ^eiktavik ;  where  a  house,  somewhat  superior 
in  size  and  accommodation  to  the  common  class  of  Icelandic  habita? 
tions,  is  provided  for  their  reception,  independently  of  this  provi« 
sion,  and  the  use  of  soine  land  annexed  to  the  house,  the  landphysl* 
cus  has  aA  annual  salary  of  600  rix-dollars,  with  the  liberty  to  avail 
himself  of  the  profits  of  any  practice  which  his  situation  may  affords 
The  present  possessor  of  the  ofijce  is  Dr  Klog,  a  native  of  Iceland, 
bnt  educated  at  Copenhagen.  Of  the  country  practttioners,  one  is 
stationed  on  the  southern  coast  of  the  island ;  another  on  the  eastern 
coast ;  a  third  on  the  northern }  and  two  ^i  the  western  province^ 
The  reader  will  readily  conceive  how  entirely  destitute  of  medica) 
assistance  many  parts  of  the  country  must  be,  when  it  is  mentione4 
that  some  of  these  districts^  subject  to  the  care  of  a  single  individual^ 
f^ftead  nearly  ^00  miles  along  the  foast,  ivith  a  Ibread^h  varying 
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from  ten  to  thirtf  miles.  We  had  an  opportunity,  while  in  Iceland^ 
of  seeing  two  of  the  country  practitioners  $  both  very  respectable 
men,  and  well  informed  in  their  profession.  One  of  them>  Mr  Paul- 
son»  has  already  been  noticed,  as  possessing  a  more  extensive  know- 
ledge of  natural  history  than  any  of  his  countrymen. 

*'  With  the  exception  of  three  hospitals,  in  which  a  few  incurable 
lepers  receive  gratuitous  support,  no  medical  institution  exists  on  the 
island*  These  hospitals  are  maintained  at  the  public  expense  ;  and 
in  a  method  worthy  of  being  noticed  from  its  singularity.  On  a 
certain  specified  day,  at  that  time  of  the  year  when  the  fishery  on 
the  coast  is  most  abundant  atid  successful,  every  fishing-boat  in  the 
island  is  inquired  to  contribute  one  man's  share  of  the  capture  that 
has  been  made.  A  prpvisipn  is  added  to  the  law,  that  if  the  number 
of  fish  taken  by  any  boat  on  this 'day  does  not  afford  a  share  of  five 
to  each  fisherman,  the  contribution  to  the  hospitals  shall  be  delayed, 
until  the  next  time  when  the  produce  of  a  day's  fishing  equals  or  ex- 
ceeds this  amount. 

**  In  speaking  of  the  diseases  of  Iceland,  it  will  be  necessary  to  al- 
lude only  to  those  which  furnish  any  facts  peculiar  and  interesting ; 
or  which  are  more  especially  connected  wi^  the  climate  and  mode 
of  living  ampng  the  inhabitants.  ^ 

**  The  diet  of  the  Icelanders  consists  almost  solely  of  animal  food ; 
of  which  fish*  either  fresh  or  dried,  forms  by  far  the  largest  propor- 
tion.    Duritfg  the  summer  they  have  milk  and  butter  in  considerable 
abundance  *,  but  of  bread,  and  every  other  vegetable  food,  there  is 
the  utmost  scarcity,  and,  among  the  lower  classes,  an  almost  endre 
privation.     The  want  of  cleanliness  in  the  personal  and  domestic  ha- 
bits.of  the  people,  has  been  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  preceding 
pages.     It  is  an  evil  incident  to  their  situation  $  the  removal  of  which 
could  probably  only  be  accomplished  by  the  sacrifice  of  other  habits, 
still  more  essential  to  their  comfortable  existence.     As  an  efiect  of 
these  circumstances  in  the  .mode  of  life  of  the  Icelanders,  cutaneous 
diseases,  arising  from  a  cachectic  state  of  the  body,  are  exceedingly 
frequent  among  them,  and  appear  under  some  of  their  worst  forms. 
Scurvy  and  leprosy  are  common  in  the  island  ;  occurring  especially 
in  the  districts  of  Guldbring^  and  Snsefell  Syssels,  and  on  other  parts 
of  the  western  coast,  where  the  inhabitants  depend  chiefiy  upon  fish- 
ing, and  where  the  pastures  are  inferior  in  extent  agfidf  produce.    The 
scurvy  {kreppusott),  as  it  appears  in  Iceland,  presents  no  remarkable 
peculiarity  of  symptoms.     The  disease  is  observed  to  occur  with 
greatest  frequency  at  those  periods,  when  there  has  been  a  deficiency 
of  food  among  the  inhabitants,  or  when  the  snow  and  frost  of  the 
winter  succeed  immediately  to  a  wet  autumnal  season.     For  its  cure, 
a  vegetable  diet  is  employed,  in  as  far  as  the  circumstances 'of  the 
Icelanders  will  allow  of  such 'means.     Fruits  of  every  kind  are  alto- 
gether wanting  to  them  ;  but  some  advantage  is  derived  from  the 
employment  of  the  cochlearia  (ofiicinalis  et  Danica),  of  the  trefoil 
(trifolium  repens),  of  the  berries  and  tops  of  the  juniper  (juniperiu 
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commuAis),  and  of  the  sedum  acre ;  plants  ivhich  are  all  indigenous, 
in  the  island. 

**  The  leprosy  of  the  Icelanders,  (Likthra^  HoldsveiJcCf  or  Spitelska)^ 
exhibits  in  many  instances  all  the  essential  characters  of  the  genuine 
elephantiasis,  or  lepra  Arab  urn  ;  *  and  is  a  disease  of  the  most  for- 
midable and  distressing  kind.  Indolent  tumours  of  the  face  and 
limbs  are  gqperally  among  the  first  symptoms  of  the  complaint,  at- 
tended by  swellings  of  the  salivary,  inguinal,  and  axillary  glands. 
The  nostrils,  ears,  and  lips,  are  progressively  affected  with  Swelling 
and  deformity.  The  skin  over  the  whole,  or  dilFerent  parts  of  the 
body,  becomes  thick  and  liard;  sometimes  exhibiting  a  shining  or 
unctuous  surface,  sometimes  one  rough  and  scabrous,  which,  at  a 
more  advanced  period  of  the  disease,  displays  numerous  cracks  or 
fissures.  The  senses  are  usually  much  enfeebled  ;  and  ansesthesia  of 
the  extremities  generally  occurs.  The  voice  assumes  a  peculiar 
hoarseness  and  nasal  tone,  frequently  with  swelling  of  the  tonsils,  but 
without  any  hindrance  of  deglutition,  until  the  disease  has  made  great 
progress  in  the  habit  of  the  patient :  the  breath  and  perspired  matter 
are  extremely  fetid ;  and  the  hair  and  nails  frequently  fall  off.  The 
tumours  in  different  parts  of  the  body  gradually  pass  into  malignant 
ulcers,  which  discharge  an  acrid,  unhealthy  matter.  In  this  state 
the  patient  often  lingers  during  a  long  time ;  or,  where  the  disease 
has  a  more  speedy  termination,  all  the  sym})toms  are  rapidly  aggra- 
vated, and  be  is  carried  off  in  a  state  of  extreme  debility  and  wretch- 
edness, f 

"  When  it  is  considered  how  frequently  unsuccessful  the  treatment 
of  this  disease  is  in  more  auspicious  regions,  it  will  not  excite  sur- 
prise that  in  Iceland  the  attempt  at  cure  should  generally  be  unavail- 
ing. Where,  from  the  situation  of  the  patient,  medical  assistance 
can  be  obtained,  laxatives,  diaphoretics,  and  issues,  or  sometimes 
even  venesection,  are  employed  in  the  earlier  stages,  or  with  a  pro- 
phylactic view.  The  indigenous  plants  which  the  natives  emplpy  as 
remedies,  are  the  juniper,  the  vaccinium  myrtillus,  the  rhodiola  ro- 
sea, and  thedryas  octopetala  ;  the  latter  of  which  particularly  gro^-a 
in  great  abundance  on  the  island.  These  remedies,  however,  appear 
to  be  of  little  avail  in  relieving  any  of  the  urgent  aymptoms  of  the 
disease. 

"  ^It  does  not  appear  that  any  distinct  record  exists  in  Iceland  of 
the  first  appearance  of  the  leprosy  in  this  country.  The  Chevalier 
Bach,  in  his  letter  to  Dr  Van  Troil  on  the  subject,  thinks  it  probable 
that  the  disease  was  brought  into  Iceland  from  Asia  or  the  south  of 
Europe,  at  the  time  of  the  crusades ;  in  which  he  asserts  that  these 
islanders  bore  a  part  with  the  other  nations  of  Europe.  |  From  the 
ecclesiastical  history  of  Iceland,  it  appears  that  the  latter  statement 

*  llie  elephantiasis  of  Cullen:  the  elcphantiai»is  legit iina  of  Sauvage. 

t  The  description  given  by  Or  T.  Heberden  of  tl)c  elephantiasis  occurring  in  the 
i&land  of  Madeira,  accords  very  exactly  with  the  appearance  of  the  disease  ai  it  ex* 
ists  in  Iceland.     See  London  Medical  Transactions,  VoL  I. 

}  See  Van  TroU*s  Letters  on  Iceland. 
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M  not  well  fovmded :  but  though  not  participating  in  the  holy  Wam, 
the  Icelanders  had  at  this  period  an  intimate  connexion  with  the  Eu« 
ropean  continent  $  and  the  disease  of  which  we  are  speaking,  when 
once  introduced,  would  readily  be  kept  up,  partly  by  its  contagious 
eharacter,  princtpally  perhaps  by  the  food  and  personal  habits  of  the 
people.  In  the  rest  ot  Europe,  it  has  gradually  disappeared,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  progressive  improvement  in  the  modes  of  living  a* 
mong  every  class  of  society. 

'^  The  ravages  committed  by  the  small-pox  in  Iceland  have  been 
such  as  to  render  this  disease  important  even  in  the  peKHcal  history 
of  the  inland.  Introduced  from  the  continent  at  different  periods, 
and  these  in  general  distant  from  each  other,  it  has  spread  rapidly, 
and  under  its  most  virulent  form  ;  producing  effects  almost  unex- 
ampled in  the  history  of  this  dreadful  disease.  The  most  remark* 
able  instance  of  this  kind  occurred  in  1707  ;  daring  which  year  the 
mortality  amounted,  according  to  the  most  accurate  estimate,  to  a- 
bout  16,000  souls ;  more  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  populatioa 
of  the  country  at  that  period.  Several  similar  instances  are  record- 
ed in  the  history  of  Icelatid,  though  none  attended  with  effects  so 
extensively  disastrous.  A  few  years  ago,  the  vaccine  matter  was  in- 
troduced'into  the  island  from  Denmark ;  but  owing  to  the  smallness 
of  the  population,  and  iVB  dispersion  over  so  wide  a  surface,  this  was 
soon  lost  again  ;  and  at  the  time  of  our  arrival,  we  found  the  prac- 
tice of  inoculation  entirely  suspended.  In  the  contemplatioR  of  this 
circumstance,  we  had  taken  out  with  us  a  few  vaccine  crusts,  with 
the  design  of  recommending  the  method  lately  proposed  by  Mr  Bryce. 
Almost  immediately  on  our  arrrval,  we  inoculated  several  cbildren  at 
Reikiavik,  and  afterwards  in  other  parts  of  the  cmmtry ;  and  having 
a  communication  with  the  landphysicus  on  the  subject,  we  had  the 
aatisfaction  of  knowing,  before  we  returned  to  Britain,  that  the  vaccine 
crust  had  found  its  way  into  every  part  of  the  island.  The  adeption 
of  the  plan  of  inoculating  from  the  crust  will  doubtless  secure  te  the 
inhabitants  a  permanent  continuance  of  this  blessing. 

**  The  Icelanders  have  occasionally  suffered  much  from  the  mea* 
ries,  as  well  as  from  the  small-pox ;  •  the  epidemic  being  attended  with 
inflammatory  affections  of  the  chest.  In  1797>  six  hundred  people 
were  carried  off  by  this  disease. 

**  Syphilis  cannot  be  said  to  exist  in  Iceland.  Single  cues  have 
aometimes  occurred  from  communication  with  foreigners ;  but  th^ 
^ease  has  always  been  intercepted  before  it  made  any  progress  in 
the  country. 

^<  P^ora  is  an  almost  universal  complaint  in  Iceland,  appearing  in- 
jdiscriminately  among  ail  classes  of  the  inhabitants.  No  discredit  is 
nfttacbed  to  it,  nor  does  it  seem  that  any  means  of  cure  are  attempt- 
jed,  though  the  most  efficacious  remedy  exists  in  so  much  abundance 
^n  the  country. 

"  Inflammatory  visceral  affections  are  very  common  among  the 
Icelanders.  » The  variable  nature  of  the  climate,  and  the  constant 
^xjposure  to  wet  and  cold  which  is  incurred  in  the  occupation  ofH^k* 
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ing,  give  a  strong  tendency  to  pulmonary  complaints ;  and  out  of  the 
aonuiu  number  of  deaths  ip  the  upland,  a  very  large  proportion  arc 
referable  to  this  cause.  This  fact  was  ascertained  from  the  examio* 
ation  of  certain  statistical  registers,  which  are  annually  drawn  up  by 
the  priests  of  the  several  parishes,  and  transmitted  to  the  Bishop  of 
ReiKiavik*  In  these  pulmonary  affections,  and  especially  in  cases  of 
phthisby  the  Lichen  Islandiciis  is  much  employed  by  the  natives ; 
and  possesses  a  reputation  among  them,  which  the  experience  of  ita 
effects  in  other  countries  would  scarcely  seem  to  warrant.  As  a 
demulcent  remedy,  however,  it  probably  in  some  degree  alleviatea 
the  symptoms,  and,  as  an  article  of  diet  in  such  cases,  its  use  may 
certainly  be  advantageoHs. 

**  Inilammatory  affections  of  the  abdominal  viscera  are  likewise  very 
common  among  the  Icelanders;  chiefly  perhaps  in  consequence  of  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  diet  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  It  is  pos^ 
sible  also  that  a  disposition  may  be  given  to  these  complaints  by  th^ 
treatment  of  the  children  in  their  early  infancy.  A  motlier  in  Icejand 
seldom  suckles  her  child ;  but  nourishes  it,  from  the  time  of  its  birth, 
with  cow's  or  sheep's  milk,  which  the  infant  sucks  from  a  piece  oT 
moistened  rag,  or  a  sponge.  Wh^re,  fropi  extreme  poverty*  or  other 
circumstances,  milk  cannot  be  obtained,  a  little  hsh  or  flesh  meat» 
rolled  up  in  cloth  and  linen,  and  put  into  the  infant's  moiith,  is  the 
substitute  most  commonly  employed.  The  diet  of  tlie  Icelandera. 
likewise  gives  much  disposition  to  worms ;  and  the  fiscarides  are  ob* 
served  to  be  particularly  frequent. 

*^  The  climate  and  th^  occupations  of  the  people,  particularly  tha( 
of  fishing,  render  rheumatic  affections  very  common.  It  is  said  tiiat 
gout  also  occasionally  occurs ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  is 
AOt  some  modification  of  rheumatism  which  obtains  this  name. 

^*  Hypochondriasis  is  a  frequent  complaint  among  the  natives  of 
Iceland ;  induced  probably  by  the  physical  circumstances  of  their  si- 
tuation, and  the  long  confinement  to  their  habitations,  whicii  is  ne* 
cessary  during  the  winter  season.  Yet  the  general  temperament  of 
the  Icelanders  does  not  appear  to  be  a  melancholic  one ;  sod  the  vi« 
vacity  of  their  manner  frequently  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
wretchedness  which  their  external  condition  displays, 

*^  Besides  the  diseases  which  have  already  been  noticed,  I  had  the 
opportunity,  while  in  Iceland,  of  seeing  cases  of  epilepsy,  hysteria^ 
amenorrhoea,  menorrhagia,  asthma,  icterus,  &c.  No  case  of  idiopathic 
fever,  either  intermittent  or  continued,  occurred  to  my  observation* 
With  respect  to  intermittents,  however,  I  was  informed  tliat  they  oc- 
casionally appear  among  the  inhabitants  under  a  well  marked  form  i 
an  effect  no  d^ubt  of  the  vast  extent  of  bogs  and  marshy  ground^ 
which  are  found  even  in  the  most  populous  districts  of  the  island. 

**  A  singular  complaint  remains  to  be  noticed,  the  effects  of  whicli, 
though  limited  to  a  small  spot,  are  eminently  disastrous  as  far  as  they 
extend.  This  is  the  disease,  called  ginklofe  by  the  Icelanders ;  the 
tetanus  or  trismus  neonatorum  of  medical  writers ;  which  invades  chil« 
iven  at  a  very  early^  age,  and  almoet  invariably  proves  fatal  in  its  evenU 
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It  occurs  very  rarety,  if  at  all,  on  the  mainland  of  Iceland;  but  is  con- 
fined principally  to  the  group  of  islands,  called  Westmann-Eyar,  si- 
tuHted  on  the  southern  coa^t,  of  which  a  description  has  already  been 
given^  in  the  Journal,  p.  258.  The  population  of  Heimaey,  which  is 
the  only  one  of  these  inlands  that  is  inhabited,  does  not  amount  at 
present  to  200  souls,  and  is  almost  entirely  supported  by  migration 
from  the  mainland;  scarcely  a  single  instance  having  been  known, 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  of  a  child  surviving  the  period  of  infan- 
cy. During  a  great  ])art  of  the  year,  the  island  is  wholly  inaccessible 
in  consequence  of  storms,  currents,  and  the  nature  of  the  coast.  The 
inhabitants  are  therefore  left  almost  solely  t6  their  own  resources. 
Their  chief  article  of  food  is  the  sea-fowl,  called  the  Fulmar,  which 
they  produce  in  vast  abundance  ;  using  the  eggs  and  flesh  of  the  bird, 
and  salting  the  latter  for  their  winter  food.  The  destructive  effect 
upon  the  fi^shery  around  these  islands,  by  the  great  volcanic  eruptions 
in  178S,  has  before  been  mentioned.  Of  vegetable  food  the  inhabit- 
ants have  none,  and  there  are  only  a  few  cows  and  sheep  on  the  island. 

"  The  distressing  consequences  of  this  disease- led  the  Danish  go- 
vernment to  give  an  official  direction  to  the  landphysicus  of  Iceland, 
to  visit  the  Westmann  Islands,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  its  na- 
ture and  causes.  This  gentleman  went  over  to  the  islands  during  the 
summer  of  1810,  and  remained  three  weeks  on  the  spot.  Though  he 
did  not  himself  see  a  case  of  the  disease,  he  obtained  all  the  principal 
fact*^  connected  with  it  from  the  priests,  and  those  of  the  inhabitants 
who  had  had  children.  The  symptoms  of  the  complaint  are  briefly 
these.  Very  soon  after  birth,  strabismus  and  rolling  of  the  eyes  are 
observed  ;  subsultus  tendinum  occurs ;  and  the  muscles  of  the  back 
are  often  drawn  together  and  stlEFened,  evidently  by  incipient  spasm. 
These  appearances  infallibly  denote  the  approach  and  event  of  the 
disease.  Haviug  continued  during  a  period  varying  from  one  to  seven 
days  afler  birth,  trismus  generally  comes  on,  sometimes  attended  by 
opisthotonos,  which  is  strictly  called  the  trinklofe ;  occasionally  with 
emprosthotonos,  to  which  the  name  of  klums  is  given  by  the  natives. 
The  trismus  present  impedes  deglutition,  and  the  paroxysms  be- 
coming more  violent,  the  infant  is  speedily  carried  off.  When  the 
rare  event  of  a  favou'able  termination  occurs,  it  is  portended  by  a 
critical,  diarrhoea,  or  by  an  exanthematous  eruption,  with  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  meconium. 

•'  The  following  table,  which  includes  a  period  of  twenty- five  years, 
shows  the  mortality  consequent  upon  this  disease  in  the  Westmann 
Islands ;  and  exhibits  also  the  days  upon  which  death  has  happened. 

Children,       1,     5,  14,  16,  22,  7.3,  16,  18,  10,     2,      1,     1,     5,     I. 
Lived  days,  2,     5,     4,     5,     6,     7,     8,     9,   10,  11,   12,  13,  14,  21. 

**  It  will  be  seen  from  this  table,  that  the  number  of  deaths  on  the 
7th  day  greatly  exceed  those  on  any  other ;  and  also  that  they  are 
more  frequent  on  the  i4th  day,  than  on  the  days  immediately  prece- 
ding or  succeeding  it.  From  the  proportion  which  these  cases  of  fa- 
tal event  bear  to  the  whole  population  of  the  island,  it  is  probable  that 
few,  if  any,  inibtatict^s  oi*  recovery  hare  occurred,  duriBg  the  period 
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included  in  the  table. '   No  methods  of  cure  have  hitherto  been  re- 
sorted to  by  the  inhabitants. 

**  This  disease  is  well  known  to  prevail  in'other  parts  of  the  world; 
and  has  been  particularly  described  as  it  appears  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  in  the  island  of  Minorca.  *  It  exists  also  in  Switzerland,  and  in 
some  northern  districts  of  Scotland ;  especially  in  the  island  of  St 
Kilda^  the  inhabitants  of  whichi  in  their  diet  and  mode  of  life,  much 
resemble  the  natives  of  the  Westmann  Islands.  The  exciting  causes 
are  involved  in  much  obscurity.  It  may  be  presumed,  however,  that 
they  must  vary  considerably,  when  the  disease  appears  in  countries 
so  widely  dijQferent  with  respect  to  climate,  and  the  situation  of  the 
inhabitants;  Its  occurrence  in  the  Westmann  Islands  may  reason- 
ably be  supposed  to  have  some  connexion  with  the  extraordinary  diet 
of  the  natives  ^  and  this  is  the  more  probable,  as  it  appears  that  the 
complaint  has  been  much  more  frequent,  since  their  fishery  was  de« 
stroyed  by  the  volcanic  eruptions  in  1783*  Independently  of  any  ef^ 
feet  which  the  peculiarity  of  the  mother's  constitution  may  have  up- 
on her  offspring,  the  practice  of  giving  to  the  infant  a  strong  and  oily 
animal  food  almost  immediately  after  birth,  will  necessarily  create  ir- 
ritation in  the  bowels,  and  dispose  to  spasmodic  affections.  Dr  Klog» 
in  some  remarks  he  gave  me  on  this  subject  i^ttributes  much  to  the  ef- 
fects of  the  sea  air,  and  of  a  moist  atmosphere ;  but  had  these  causes 
any  considerable  influence,  we  might  expect  that  the'  disease  would 
be  more  frequent  in  different  parts  of  the  worlds  than  is  actually  found 
to  be  the  ease. 

^'  The  age  which  the  Icelanders  usually  attain,  presehts  nothing  very 
remarkable  in  either  extreme.  From  the  table  of  population,  given 
in  a  preceding  part  of  this  volume,  it  appears  that,  in  1801,  when  the 
number  of  inhabitants  was  47,207,  there  were  41  persons  between  the 
ages  of  90  and  100 :  443  between  80  and  90 ;  and  1698  between  70 
and  80.  The  number  of  females  was  25,371 ;  of  males,  only  21,746* 
The  longevity  of  the  females  exceeds  considerably  that  of  the  males ; 
owing  no  doubt  to  their  less  exposure  to  the  severities  of  labour,  and 
the  hardships  of  the  climate.  Of  the  41  persons  between  90  and 
100»  35  were  females  ;  of  those  between  80  and  90,  285  were  fe- 
males; while  the  number  of  males  was  not  moi^e  than  158.  A  com* 
parison  of  facts  would  probably  prove,  that  the  longevity  of  the  Ice- 
landers rather  exceeds,  than  falls  short  of,  the  average  obtained' from 
the  continental  nations  of  Europe. 

**  The  Icelanders  are  in  general  of  a  tall  stature;  arising,  however, 
rather  from  the  length  of  the  spine,  than  of  the  limbs ;  the  head  is 
of  the  middle  size:  the  co,untenance  open:  the  complexion  exceed- 
ingly fair,  and,  among  the  women,  often  very  florid.  The  hair  is 
almost  universally  of  a  light  colour,  and  seldom  curled.  Corpulency 
is  rarely  observed  among  the  natives  of  the  island. " 


*   See  the  works  of  Hillary,  Chisholm,  and  Clarke,  ou  the  diseases  of  tlie  West 
Indies;  and  Cieghorn's  dik«&s?s  of  ^lUnotva. 
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PART  IL 

CRITICAL    ANALYSIS. 


Transaetims  of  tie  Medical  Society  of  iMndfM*   Vol.  I.    P«rt  L 

London,  1810.    pp.  S48. 

IITedical  science  is  indebted  to  the  Society  of  Bolt-Court  for 
^^  six  volumefi  of  Memoirs.  Owing  we  believe  to  some  un- 
fortunate schism  amongst  its  members,  their  publication  was  sus- 
pended I  but  the  volume  now  before  us  is  a  proof,  that  the  atten-* 
tion  of  the  society  is  f^in  directed  to  the  proper  object  of  its 
inatitutiofi.  To  the  printed  seiectioii  of  the  papiers  presented  to 
it,  the  title  of  TransacHans  is  now  given ;  and  it  ia  proposed  to 
publkh  at  more  remilar  intervals  than  heretofbre. 

The  articles  in  the  present  part  are  not  very  mntteflrons ;  atid  it 
is  unnecessary  to  class  them.  The  first  is  on  Medical  Technolo* 
gift  from  the  learned  secretary,  John  Mason  Good,  Esq.  It 
evinces  considerable  knowledge  of  tongues,  in  exposing  the  bar- 
barous and  incongruous  derivations  of  our  medical  nomencla- 
ture ;  and  contemplates  the  sources  of  its  Impurity  and  perplexi- 
ty, under  the  following  heads — 

"  First,  the  intennixtare  of  different  tongues  that  have  no  £iiliil^ 
or  dialectic  union.  Secondly,  the  want  of  a  common  principle  in  the 
origin  or  appropriation  of  terms.  Thirdly,  the  introonction  of  a  va- 
riety of  useless  synonymei,  or  the  adoption  of  diflferent  words  by  dif* 
ferent  writers  to  express  the  same  idea.  Fourtiily,  imprectsion  in  tbs 
use  of  the  same  terms.  Fifthly,  an  unnecessary  coinage  of  new  terms 
upon  a  coinage  of  new  systems. " 

But  Mr  Good  goes  further ;  he  has  attempted  to  reform  our 
nomenclature,  according  to  general  principles.  Those  selected 
by  him  are —  / 

1.  To  discard,  as  much  as  possible,  equivocal  terms,  or,  where 
this  cannot  be  done,  to  affix  a  precise  meaning  to  each,  and  to 
use  it  in  that  sense  only. 
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2*  To  create  as  few  new  words  as  possibley  and  among  syno^ 
nymons  terms  now  in  use,  to  select  one»  and  use  it  exclusively. 

3.  To  limit  our  language,  as  much  as  possible,  to  one  source^ 
the  Grreek. 

Lastly,  To  pay  a  scrupulous  attention  to  the  sense  in  which 
we  employ  the  affixed,  and  suffixed  particles,  which  are  used  iii 
compound  terms  to  express  the  peculiar  quality  of  the  disease, 
denoted  by  the  theme  or  radical.  Attention  to  this  rule  is,  iii 
the  opinion  of  Mr  Good,  absolutely  necessary  to  a  due  simplicity 
and  precision  in  our  nomenclature ;  and  in  conformity  with  it, 
but,  as  we  shall  see,  in  direct  opposition  to  his  second  rule,  hel 
suggests  the  following  regulations,  upon  which  his  nomenclature 
is  constructed. 

^n.  Let  the  particle  a  («)  express  alone  the  idea  of  total  priva- 
tion ;  as  in  amentia,  agalactia^  amenorrhom* 

"  2.  Let  d^s  ()v;)  express  alone  the  idea  of  deficiency,  as  its  ori-' 
gin  hnt  or  ^v^  most  natiii'alty  Imports^  and  as  we  find  it  employed  to 
express  in  dy^-fnceaj  dy^cinesia^  and  dt/s-fhagid, 

'*  3.  As  an  Opposite  to.o^,  let  en  {tf)  oe  employed  as  An  aiigmen* 
tative  particle,  as  we  have  it  in  en^harmonic,  en4elechia^  and  eu'ergetid* 
En  is  not  often,  indeed,  a  medical  compound,  nor  do  I  recollect  its 
being  employed  in  more  than  two  instances ;  en'cephalbny  in  which  it 
has  the  sense  of  interior  (a  word,  indeed,  that  has  been  long  falling 
into  disuse),  and  en-uresis,  in  which  it  impotts  excess^  tod  is  conse^ 
quentiy  used  as  now  recommended^  l*hu8  restricted,  ir  and  iv9  will 
have  the  force  of  v^n^  and  »«eT«r,  but  will  be  far  more  manageable  in 
the  formation  of  compounds. 

'*  4.  Let  agra  («y$«}  be  restrained  to  express  the  idea  of  simplef 
morbid  affection  in  an  organ^  synonymously  with  the  hsLtin  passio^  or 
the  berk  of  the  Arabians. 

"  5.  Let  itis  (<r<()  express  alone  the  idea  of  inflammatory  action^ 
as  in  cephalitisy  gastritis^  nephritis* 

**  6.  Let  algia  (aXytet)  express  alone  the  idea  of  pain  or  ache,  to 
the  banishment  of  such  useless  synonyms  as  odyne  and  copos  or  copusi 

**  7.  Let  rhagia  (from  fiirm  rumpo)  be  cfonhned  to  ei^press  a  pre- 
ternatural flux  of  blood. 

**  8.  Let rA^ra  (from  fwjiuo)  express  a  prseterhatural  Ant  of  anf 
4rihet  kind«  ^' 

As  a  test  of  the  practicability  and  advantage  of  these  princi- 
ples, Mr  Good  has  subjoined  a  table,  in  which  they  are  applied! 
to  the  combination  of  a  dozen  of  radicals  with  eight  particles. 

We  must  confess,  that  after  all  that  Mr  Gocxi  has  said  in 
favour  of  his  nomenclature,  notwithstanding  its  ingenuity  and 
prepossessing  simplicity,  it  seems  to  us  exposed  to  ins^rinottnt-> 
able  objections,  both  general  and  speciaK  We  do  not  think 
nosological  language  can  be  advantageously  reformed  upon  aojf 
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general  principles,  both  on  account  of  the  number  of  new  terms 
which  must  necessarily  be  created,  and  of  the  equally  unavoid- 
able connexion  of  these  with  hypothesis.  The  successful  intro- 
duction of  a  scientific  nomenclature  into  chemistry,  has  been 
quoted' as  an  argument  in  support  of  a  reform  of  that  of  medi- 
cine. But,  in  this  respect,  tnese  sciences  are  totally  dissimilar. 
Diseases  are  not,  like  omects  of  chemistry,  fixed  and  determine 
ate  in  regard  to  specific  characters,  but  incapable  of  analysis 
into  essential  constituents,  and  constantly  sufiering  unceitaki 
changes.  Hence,  in  evenr  attempt  at  a  general  reform  of  me- 
dical nomenclature,  hypothesis  has  been,  and  must  necessarily 
be  deeply  concerned.  We  might  prove  this,  from  the  changes 
proposed  by  almost  every  systematic  writer  f  but  we  shall  content 
ourselves  with  one  of  the  latest  and  most  arrogant  in  his  preten- 
sions. What  then,  we  would  ask,  has  medical  science  gained 
by  Pinel's  new  nomenclature  of  febrile  diseases  ?  Is  Angiostenic 
less  objectionable  than  inflammatory  ^  MentTtgo-gastric  than  bi- 
lious; Adenomentfigk  than  pituitous;  Adynamie  than  putrid; 
Ataxic  than  malignant ;  or  Adenonervons  than  the  plague  of  the 
Levant  ?  But  the  evU  is  palpable.  These  innovations  have  ren- 
dered his  writings,  and  those  of  his  followers  less  intelligible  to  the 
rest  of  the  profession*  Indeed,  every  reform  obliges  >us  to  learn 
a  new  language,  which  can  never  supersede  the  necessity  of  be- 
ing intimate  wiUi  those  already  in  use ;  for  the  progress  of  medi- 
cine never  has  been  so  rapid,  that  the  study  even  of  the  earliest 
authors  can  be  generally  dispensed  with. 

Upon  Mr  6GK>d's  nomenclature  we  shall  only  observe,  that  of 
fhe  seventy  compound  terms  in  his  table,  no  less  than  fifty-nine 
are  new,  and  that,  upon  his  prindples,  the  same  name  is  of^n  ap- 
plicable  to  very  different  diseases,  and  different  names  are  equal- 
ly applicable  to  the  same  diseases.     Inflammation,  pain,  swelling, 
increased  discharge,  are  not  only  not  incompatible  with  each  o- 
ther,  but  commonly  are  blended  in  sucli  various  proportions  that 
it  is  impossible  to  select  one  as  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  dis- 
ease; and  if  at  one  time  it  should  be  most  prominent,  it  seldom 
continues  so  through  the  whole  progress  of  the  disease*     OtagrOf 
etitiSf  otalgia^  and  otiirheea^  are  aU  at  times  applicable  to  Earache* 
Anopia  is  equal! v  the  denomination  for  cataract,  amaurosis,  cali- 
go  corneee,  and  staphyloma,  as  in  all  vision  is  destroyed.    JJjf 
^senteiiOf  to  which  be  has  affixed  the  common  meaning  of  dbe 
term,  should,  in  Mr  Good's  system,  designate  no  specific  disease, 
but  denote,  without  any  reference  to  the  cause  or  concomitaot 
symptoms,  every  degree  of  costiveness  less  than  his  Aneiiteria^ 
absolute  constipation.     Again,  enenttria  he  gives  as  a  synonyme 
©f  diarrhoea,  and  enttrrhaa  of  cholera ;  but  the  former  should 
suietly  mean  an  increase  of  the  fecal  function,  and  the  latter 
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an  increased  intestinal  disGharge*  not  of  blood,  and  sbould  of 
course  include  the  former,  and  many  other  diseases,  even  if  we 
were  disposed  to  admit  diat  increased  intestinal  discharge  was  the 
best  characteristic  of  cholera.  In  the  same  manner,  UrirrhosM 
is  improperly  restricted  to  purulent  urine,  and  Enuria  to  involun- 
tary flux  of  urine:  the  former  should  include  every  preternatural 
flux  from  the  urinary  organs,  and  the  latter  sho^ld  be  appropri« 
ated  to  increased  flux  of  urine.  But  there  is  no  end  of  special 
objections.  They  will  suggest  themselves  to  everv  one  who  con- 
siders the  subject :  At  the  same  time,  many  of  we  observation9 
in  this  essay  will  be  perused  with  pleasure. 
Art  II.  Memoirs  of  the  late  fVilliam  Hewson^  by  Dr  Lettsom# 
Art.  III.  History  of  fatal  effects  from  the  accidental  use  of 
White  Lead,  by  Mr  Deerii^,|  -  with  addilional  remarks  by  Hx 
Shearman. 

This  communication  is  valuable  in  many  respects.  It  contains 
a  good  description  of  the  acute  effects  of  lead,  and  shows  the  im«< 
portance  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  effects  of  poisons^ 
and  the  necessity  of  overlooking  no  possible  source  in  our  search 
after  them,  when  suspected. 

**  On  the  2 ift  of  Odober  laft^  I  was  deiired  to  vifit  Mrs  R.y  the  wife 
of  a  refpe6iable  tradefman  in  Alderfgate  Street,  who  complained  of  vio- 
lent pain  in  the  fcrobiculus  cordis,  with  great  foreaefs  of  the  epigaftric 
region  when  prefTed  upon.  She  had  vomited  a  coofiderable  quantity  of 
biiiQus  matter,  and  at  the  fame  time  her  bowels  were  conftipated :  the 
pulfe  was  calm  and  irregular;  the  tongue  clean  and  moift;  and  there  was 
DO  fymptom  of  fever  prefent.  She  immediately  took  a  cathartic,  which 
operated,  and  an  opiate  in  the  evening.  The  following  morning,  the 
patient  appeared  relieved.  In  the  evening,  however,  the  pains  and  vomit- 
ing recurred,  and  thefe  fymptdms  continued  for  fome  fucceilive  days,  in, 
fo  diftreiling  a  degree,  that  it  was  deemed  advifable  to  confult  the  fa- 
mily phyiician,  which  was  done  on  November  4.  1808.  At  this  time, 
tbefe  fymptoms  continued,  as  already  intimated,  without  any  appearance 
of  fever ;  and  hence  the  phyfician  was  induced  to  coniider  the  afFec- 
tions  as  of  a  rheumatic  and  fpafmodic  nature. 

*<  In  a  few  days,  in  confequence  of  the  aiiiendment  of  the  patient,  he 
difcontinued  his  vifits.  In  about  a  week  after  this  period,  a  boy  in  the 
fame  family,  nearly  iixteen  years  of  age,  was  feized  with  fymptoms  ex- 
actly (imilar  to  thofe  of  the  preceding  cafe;  and  fimilar  remedies  afforded 
only  partial  relief,  till  at  length  he  was  removed  into  the  country,  and 
thereby  recovered  his  health. 

"  A  week  after  the  attack  of  this  youth,  the  eldest  child,  a  boy  fix 
years  old,  was  alfo  feized  with  analogous  fymptoms ;  and,  the  mother 
having  relapfed  into  her  former  ftate,  the  phyfician  was  again  confuhed 
on  the  1 9th  of  November.  At  this  time,  three  other  perfons  in  the  fa-* 
mily  laboured  under  fimilar  afFeAions  ;  and  fufpicions  were  now  enter- 
tained that  fome  poifonous  fubftance  might  have  caufed  this  general  in- 
difpofition  of  the  family;  but  after  minute  invelligation,  no  one  circunv 
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fiance  was  difcovered  to  confirm  thia  fofpicioay  or  to  elucidate  the  fborc« 
of  fo  extenfive  a  calamity* 

^  The  ficknefs  and  pain  continued  unabated  in  Mrs  R. ;  but  the  fon, 
after  the  period  of  a  fortnighty  was  deemed  in  a  ftate  of  convalefcence  by 
bis  phyficiaS)  who  difcontinued  his  attendance :  he  wasi  howevefy  foon 
after  feized  with  convulfionsy  and  expired  within  a  few  hours.  Unex- 
pected and  feveie  as  this  (hock  was,  Mrs  R.  afterwards  gradually  grew  a 
little  better.  She  had  hitherto  continued  to  fuckle  her  child,  which,  it 
being  fifteen  months  old,  (he  was  advifed  to  wean :  to  this  fhe  relu6^ant' 
ly  confented.  In  about  ten  days  afterwards,  the  child  became  fomewhat 
coftive,  without  any  other  apparent  indifpofition ;  but  at  this  period  it 
was  feized  with  vomiting  and  convulfions,  and  fnddenly  expired.  The 
unhappy  parent  now  experienced  a  return  of  her  complaints ;  and,  under 
a  perifuafion  of  the  inefficacy  of  profeffiona}  aidy  fhe  was  prevailed  upon 
to  confult  an  empiric,  whofe  attendance,  though  continued  to  the  end 
of  the  year,  proved  unavailing;  and,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1809,  fhe  had 
the  advice  of  Mr  Chevalier,  an  experienced  furgeon,  who  confidercd  the 
patient's  complaint  to  be  chronic  rheumatifm ;  and  by  the  ufe  of  clylters 
of  warm  water,  oily  mucilaginous  medicines,  fomentations,  and  veiicato- 
fies,  ihe  appeared  to  experience  more  relief  than  at  any  period  fince  the 
firft  attack :  But,  although  the  vomiting  and  ficknefs  were  lefs  violent 
snd  frequent,  the  pain  and  forenefs  of  the  abdomen,  firft  complained  o^ 
never  entirely  fubfided  :  /he  was,  however,  able  to  fit  up  and  amufe  her- 
felf  with  a  little  needlework,  and  even  to  go  about  the  domeftic  concerns 
of  the  family ;  and  Mr  Chevalier  had  propofed  to  pay  his  final  vifit  on  the 
21ft.  On  the  morning  of  this  day,  fhe  rofe  at  ten  o'clock  ;  and  within 
the  fpace  of  an  hour  afterwards,  whilft  ftanding  near  the  defk  of  drawers, 
fhe  fuddenly  exclaimed,  *^  I  am  dyin^  t "  She  was  feized  with  coavul- 
fions,  which  continued  till  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  fhe  expired. 

**  On  the  fubfequent  day,  Mr  Chevalier,  whofe  anatomical  (kill  is  well 
known,  examined  the  body  by  difled^ion*  Neither  the  thoracic  and  ab- 
dominal vifcera,  nor  the  braki,  upon  the  moft  minute  examination,  exhi- 
bited the  leaft  appearance  of  difeaie  ;  in  short,  not  the  leaft  trace  could 
be  difcovered  of  any  morbid  affe^ion. 

••  With  refpeft  to  the  three  other  perfons  already  mentioned  to  have 
been  indifpofed,  the  fervant  maid,  one  of  them,  was  conveyed  to  her 
friends,  and  recovered*  A  fifter-in-law  of  Mrs  R.  alfo  recovered  ;  but 
the  third,  who  was  her  mother-in-law,  died,  after  lingering  under  difeaie 
till  March. 

«*  Thefe  circumftances  having  been  curforily  commnnicated  to  the  Me- 
dical Society,  Dr  Adams,  Dr  Hamilton,  and  Mr  Lawrence,  were  re- 
quefted  to  vifit  the  houfe  of  this  unfortunate  family,  and  to  endeavour 
to  afcertain  the  caufe  of  the  calamity.  Bvery  culinary  article,  and  the 
whole  premifes,  were  accurately  examined,  but  without  its  leading  to  any 
difcovery.  It  appeared,  indeed,  that  Mr  R.,  the  hufband  of  the  deceafed 
.lady,  had  purchaicd  a  cafk  of  fugar  at  a  fale,  a  confiderable  part  of  which 
had  been  difpofed  of  to  fome  friends  in  the  pountry,  who  had  ufed  it 
.without  inconvenience ;  and  hence  no  fufpicion  was  entertained  of  this 
article  having  produced  the  fatality  in  Mr  R.'s  family. 

^  In  this  fiate  of  uncertaintyi  Jix  Laird,  another  member  of  the  Medv 
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cal  Society^  yifited  the  houTe  $  and,  on  examining  the  caik  which  had 
contained  the  fugar,  he  obferved  a  white  powder  adhering  to  its  inner  fur. 
face^  and  which,  on  being  heated  by  the  blow-pipe  on  charcoal^  afforded 
gbbules  of  lead  in  the  metallic  fiate, '' 

In  Dr  l%earnian*s  remarks  he  details  another  instance  of  the 
fatal  effects  of  lead,  which  fell  under  his  own  observation,  and  in 
which  he  satisfactorily  traced  the  source  to  a  criminal  adultera- 
tion of  seneva,  seized  by  the  excise  officers,  with  sugar  of  leadj 
by  an  officer  of  the  King's  revenue,  in  order  to  enhance  its  price 
a  few  shillings  a  gallon,  a  practice  which  was  carried  on  to  such 
an  extent,  uiat  he  purchased  28  pounds  of  sugar  of  lead  at  a 
time.  We  r^ret  tnat  he  has  not  informed  us  of  the  punish* 
ment  which  followed  the  perpetration  of  such  an  act.  The 
symptoms  are  briefly  described  in  the  following  paragraph* 

**  Very  many  people,  chiefly  adults,  and  a  greater  proportion  of  them 
men,  complained  of  occafional  violent  colic  pains,  chiefly  occurring  a£ter 
meals,  attended  with  an  obftinate  coftivenefs  ;  and  although  thefis  fymp* 
toms  were  for  a  time  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  purgatives  and  other  meanSf 
they  almoft  univerfaUy  recurred.  The  progress  of  the  difeafe,  even  in 
thofe  cafes  where  it  attained  its  utmoft  violence,  was  in  almoft  every  in- 
fiance  fo  infidious  and  fo  flow,  as  to  leave  us  unapprehenfive  of  its  trup 
chara6ler ;  which,  however,  was  at  length  bronght  to  light. "    . 

Art.  IV.  History  of  a  Case  resembling  Ifydrephobia  from  the 
Bite  of  a  Caty  by  Josnua  Dixon,  M.  P.,  of  Whitehaven. 

The  remarkable  circumstances  in  this  case  are,  that  there 
was  no  reason  to  entertain,  any  suspicion  that  the  csX  wfaidi  in« 
flicted  the  wound  suffered  actual  madness,  and  th^t  the  syrnp* 
toms  of  the  disease  immediately  succeeded^  the  subject  of  it  (a 
voung  lady  eighteen  years  of  age)  being  surprised  and  alarmed 
by  seeing  a  concourse  of  people  pursuing  a  mad  dog  74  days  af- 
terwards. The  bodyjdoes  not  appear  to  have  been  examined  by 
dissection ;  but  Dr  Dixon  has  added  the  notes  of  another  case, 
which  he  saw 'treated  by  Dr  Cullen  in  the  clinical  ward  of  Edin- 
burgh, which  was  dissected. 

^*  From  an  accurate  examination  of  the  body  after  death,  it  appeared 
that  the  colour  of  its  whole  furface  was  remarkably  brown,  and  that  of* 
the  nails,  withibme  parts  of  the  arms,  had  affumed  a  livid  hue.  Within 
the  cranium  nothing  extraordinary  could  be  difcovered.  The  choroid 
plexus  was  rather  paler,  and  the  fuperficial  veins  were  a  little  diftended 
with  Uood.  The  fauces,  cefophagus,  and  parts  adjacent,  v^'ere  in  a  na- 
tural ftate  ;  but  the  effects  of  inflammation  were  apparent  in  the  lur^gs. 
In  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart  was  found  a  large,  foft,  whitifh,-  and 
loofely  adhering  polypus ;  and  in  the  left  ventricle  a  fraaller  fubftance,  fi- 
snilar  to  a  collection  x)f  infpiflated  blood.  The  ftomacK  contained  a  little 
Aucus,  aad  two  i;ound  worms.    Several  portions  of  the  larger  Vuteftinci 
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urtitt  coQlractedy  and  their  ooaU  a  little  thickened.    The  pvnerew  «p. 
peared  redder  than  ufual.    All  the  other  partg  were  perfe^ly  natural. 

Art.  V.  Reflections  an  the  indiscriminate  Use  of'  Mereurial 
Preparations  in  Medicine^  by  Dr  W.  Falconer  of  Bath.  For 
the  general  animadversiongt  we  most  refer  to  the  paper  itself. 
The  following  fact  is  worth  quoting. 

**  Inftances  of  the  ill  effefts  even  of  the  external  application  of  mer- 
cury, are  fometimea  found  in  the  ufe  of  what  are  called  quickfifrer  gir« 
dle8»  which  are  often  worn  for  the  itch,  efpecially  by  females  of  the  low* 
er  rank,  as  being  cleanlier  and  more  free  from  fetor  than  a  fulphureous  ap- 
plication. Many  of  thefe  cafes  have  been  admitted  into  the  Bath  Hof- 
pital.  The  general  fymptoms  were  a  degree  of  general  weaknefs  ap- 
proaching to  palfy,  great  pain  and  tremor  in  the  limbs,  and  often  violent 
neadach.  It  is  worth  remarking,  that  an  inftance  lately  occurred  in  the 
Bath  Hofpital  of  the  symptoms  that  diftingruifh  the  poifon  of  lead,  par- 
ticulaTly  the  lofs  of  tone  in  the  muscles  of  the  wrifts,  appearing  in  coa- 
iequence  of  the  ufe  of  a  mercurial  ointment  for  the  itch.  Something  of 
tliis  kind  had  been  noticed  in  Sir  George  Baker's  excellent  DiiTerta- 
tions  ;  but  it  feems  doubtful  if  he  underftood  that  fuch  fymptoms  had 
taken  place  from  the  external  application  of  that  mineral.  As  mercnry 
is  well  known  to  pervade  the  ikin,  it  is  poifible  it  might  introduce  the 
poifon  of  lead,  with  which  metal  it  is  often  adulterated,  into  the  fyftem^ 
which,  without  fuch  a  conduftor,  would  not  have  found  its  way.  '* 

Art.  VI.  On  the  Staphyloma^  Hudrophthalmiaj  and  Card'' 
noma  of  the  Eye.  By  James  Ware,  *Esq.  F.  R.  S.  A.  The  ti- 
tle of  this  communication  is  sufficient  to  recommend  it  to  the 
attentive  perusal  of  the  profession.  In  the  first  part,  Mr  Ware 
objects  to  Janin's  and  Ricbter's  method  of  treating  staphyloma, 
by  butter  of  antimony,  and  to  Scarpa's  method  of  evacuating 
the  contents  of  the  eye,  through  an  opening  made  by  removing 
a  small  portion  only  of  the  projecting  cornea,  and  describes  mi* 
nutelj^  his  own  meUiod,  by  cutting  away  all  the  fore  part  of  the 
eye,  including  the  iris.  The  advantages  of  this  method  are 
strongly  contrasted  with  the  failure  of  me  others,  by  its  having 
uniformly  succeeded  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases,  during 
a  practice  of  more  than  thirty  years. 

The  next  part  of  this  paper  is  on  hydrophthalmia^  which  our 
author  proposes  to  change  to  exophthalmia^  as  denoting  an  en- 
largement of  the  whole  eye,  and  not  an  increase  of  the  aqueoua 
humour  in  particular.  By  the  way,  we  may  observe,  that  in  Mr 
Good's  nomenclature,  this  disease  would  be  correctly  denominat- 
ed enophthalmia^  a  term  which  that  technological  reformer  has 
given  as  synonymous  with  staphyloma.  The  diagnosis  of  hy-  , 
drophthalmia  is  difficult.  It  is  necessary  to  ascehain  whether  there 
be  a  morbid  enlargement  of  one  particular  part  only,  or  of  all  the 


.  \  t 
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HiSertnt  parts  of  the  ^e,  or  the  formation  of  an  adventitiout 
body  within  the  eye,  or  only  a  protrusion  of  the  eye  in  conse- 
quence of  a  body  behind  it.  Mr  Ware  describes  the  treatment 
proper  in  each,  illastrated  by  apposite  cases. 

The  last  subject  treated  of  in  this  excellent  essay  is  carcin&* 
ma  of  the  eye,  a  disease  peculiar  to  adults,  ss  fungus  hamatodes^ 
which  has  been  so  ably  illustrated  by  Mr  Wardrop,  and  on 
whicli  Mr  Ware  also  makes  some  valuable  remarks,  is  to  young 
persons.  It  is  consolatory  to  learn  from  Mr  Ware,  that  although 
he  has  sometimes  failed,  yet  he  has  several  times  extirpated  car* 
cinomatoas  eyes  with  success,  and  therefore  his  minute  descrip- 
tion of  the  steps  of  the  operation  is  the  more  valuable. 

Art.  VII.  Case  of  extensive  Suppuration  of  the  Liver ^  with  ap-* 
pearances  resemMing  ascites^  and  which  terminated  favourably.  By 
Mr  John  Bums  of  Glasgow.  In  this  case,  the  pus  was  evacuated 
by  tapping  the  liver  in  the  usual  wav,  and  six  pounds  were  drawn 
off.  The  sweOing  commenced  agam,  but  not  to  half  its  former 
size,  protruded  at  the  umbilicus,  burst,  discharged  two  pounds 
of  pus,  and  the  patient  recovered, — ^an  oozing  of  pus  from  the 
aperture  gradually  ceasing  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight. 

Art.  VIII.  Observations  on  the  Hare^Up^  by  Isaac  Rand  of 
Boston,  New  England.  Mr  Rand  successfiilly  operated  on  three 
cases  of  bare-lip,  two  in  infants  only  two  days  old,  and  one  of 
three  months ;  and  he  recommends  the  practice  on  the  following 
grounds. 

*^  The  advantages  that  accrue  from  performing  this  operation  at  so 
early  a  stage  of  life,  are  many. 

**  Children,  for  some  days  after  birth,  seem  to  be  in  a  torpid  State, 
and  in  general  require  but  little  nourishment. 

*^  They  are  easily  managed,  and  make  no  opposition  during  the 
operation. 

*^  If  there  is  only  a  fissure  in  the  lip,  and  sometimes  when  there 
la  one  in  the  bones,  inamediataly  after  the  union  of  the  fissured  part 
of  the  lip,  the  child  is  capable  of  sucking,  by  which  the  chance  of 
surviving  the  infantile  state  is  increased. 

'^  The  disagreeable  impression  upon  the  mother*s  mind,  of  propa* 
gating  the  deformity  in  the  family  by  future  births,  is  removed.  *' 

The  editor  observed,  that  the  same  practice  is  recommended, 
for  similar  reasons,  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Surgery  of  France.  But  we  have  heard  of 
a  case  which  terminated  fatally  in  consequence  of  irritation. 

Art.  IX.  Histofies  (f  two  extraordinary  CaseSf  by  W.  Norris, 
Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Charterhouse.  The  first  is  that  of  a  lady  in 
whom  numerous  portions  of  the  skull  separated,  apparently  from 
an  increased  action  of  the  absorbents.  Thi^re  was  no  suspicion 
of  syphilis;  and  the  disease  seemed  to  have  been  the  consequence 
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of  a  6SL    An  engraving  eives  an  accurate  idea  of  tba  ringnlar 
appearance  of  ^e  skull  after  death.    The  second  case  is  of  sat^ 
riasmuSf  depending  on  a  disease  of  the  prostate  gland.   Our  read* 
ers  will  join  with  us  in  praising  the  proprbty  and  dehca^  of  re* 
cording  the  circumstances  in  a  learned  language. 
*  ^  QQidsm  ad  me  TeDit,  concilium  petens»  ore  macilento,  fonna  fqualida* 
iacie  cadaverofay  quern  in  proclivi  erat.  credere,  carceris  profugum,  et  jam 
hmc  morboque  confumptunly  viz  diutius  vitam  fuftinere  pofle.    Uoiverea 
cchrpoiis  xgritudine  laborare  fe  questus  est,  ita  tamen,  ut  dolore  nullo  prae* 
cipuo»  nifi  tardo  quodam  fed  minime  acri  circa  anum  afficeretur,  in  qua 
parte*  paucis  ante  menfibus  idum  acceperat.     Ifte  dolor  scgrotanti  ipfi 
haudquaquam  in  caufa  morbi  erat ;  quippe  tantum  a  me  interrogatus  in 
i(ju9  mentionem  incidit.     Aifirmavit  vero  totam  fui  corporis  invalitudi- 
itettif  qux  citp  vitae  ipfi  finem  erat  impo^tura^  nimio  veneris  tui4  tribuen- 
dam  efle.    Subito  mihi  in  mentem  vcnit  ftare  coram  bominem  difcin&um 
et  impunim,  qui  intemperantia  fua  morbum  in  fe  traxerat*  ideoque  rogavi 
fluamdiu  hac  libidinofa  cum  foeminis  confuetudine  deftiterat.    Omnia  vero 
alia — et  mibi  adroirationem  baud  levem  movit  ille,  qui  refpondit,  fe  mori- 
bus  fuiile  femper  caftis  et  fobriis ;  atque  ifto,  quern  prius  memoraveraty  et 
.qui  indies  magis  magifque  ingravefcebat,^r(7re,  intra  duos  trefve  menfes 
correptum  fuifle.    Rifum  vix  tenebam,  cum  dudum  intellexi  bominem  an^ 
num  setatis  agere  fexagefimum  fepttmum.     Cum  tamen  in  ipfo  nihil  noi| 
fide  dignum  videbamy  narra,  inquam,  mihi,  quails  tibi  vitae  fuit  ratio. 
Refpondit  annum  circa  vicefimum  fextum  aetatis  fuse  fe  uxorem  primuiQ 
iduxifiey  ex  qua  duo  fibi  nati  funt  liberi :  qua  vero  mortua  alteram  iibi 
quadrageflmo  jam  et  fexto  aetatis  anno  nuptam  efTe  uxorem,  quae  ipfa  prius 
^x  altero  marito  duo  liberos  pepererat,  et  jam  vidua  triginta  annos  nata 
eft.     £x  bac  porro,  inquit  aegrotu9,  duo  alteri  mihi  procreati  funt  libe- 
ri :  fed  nunquam  memiiii,  me  in  venerem  propenfiorem  fuifie,  nedum  in- 
fana  et  infatiabili  libidine  permotum,  ante  bos  duos  menfes,  quando  me 
diro  hoc  et  teterrimo  correptum  tSe  morbo  fenfi  ;  cujus  vis  tanta  eft  et 
tam  effraenata,  ut  expleri  nequeat ;  et  ad  coitum  cum  uxore  me  fingula 
aodei  quindecies  falteroy  imo  yicies  nonnunquam  impellat.     Hie  vero 
cum  aegrotantem  meum  priapifmo  laborantem  fe  fallere  augurabar,  et  for- 
taffe  nulla  feminis  ja6lura  in  venerem  ruere,  paulo  curiofius  id  ab  illo  quae- 
fivi.    Affirmat  autem  fe  vix  in  ledo  decumbentem  corpus  uxoris  contia- 
gere,  cum^  tanquam  ceftro  percitus,  in  repetiiam  venerem  properaty  ncque 
unquam  nifi  pleno  coitu  re^  peragltur:  feminis  quidem  emifiio  potius  angere 
quam  voluptate  aSicere  vifa  eft, '' 

Mr  Nprris  prescribed  tonic  medicines  5  the  tumour  increased; 
yas  poulticed ;  was  opened,  and  discharged  freely  a  glutinous  sa- 
fiious  fiuid,  whiph  Mr  N.  is  inclined  to  think  caine  from  the  se* 
minal  vesicles,  and  by  its  irritation  produced  this  strange  diseasei 
The  patient  completely  recovered. 

• 

Art.  X.  On  the  medicinal  properties  qfSanguinaria  Canadetisis^ 
#r  BlQvd' Rooty  by  Djr  N.  Smith  of  Hanover,  ^lorth  America. 
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« 

If  ezpmenoe  should  confirm  the  virtues  ascribed  to  this  na- 
tive of  Canada,  it  will  prove  a  valuable  addition  to  our  mate- 
ria, as  it  is  one  of  the  spring  ornaments  of  our  gardens,  and  may 
lie  easi^  cultivated  in  any  quantity.  We  shall  quote  what  Dr 
Smith  says  in  favour  of  it,  without  any  comment 

"  The  medical  virtues  of  blood-root  are  very  considerable.  It  is 
capable  of  making  a  very  strong  ixApression  on  the  human  system. 
The  dried  root,  pulverized  and  given  in  doses  of  four  or  five,  grains, 
generally  pukes  pretty  violently,  producing  a  great  prostration  of 
strength  during  its  operation,  which  continues  for  some  time.  I  have 
not  observed  it  to  operate  as  a  cathartic.  The  taste  is  acrid  and  un- 
pleasant. The  pulverized  root  taken  into  the  nose,  excites  sneez- 
ing, and  produces  a  sense  of  heat  in  that  organ.  It  also  acts  as  an 
escharotic  on  fungous  flesh.  I  have  ^rured  several  polypi  of  die  soft; 
kind  by  the  continued  use  of  it  as  a  snuff. 

**  About  two  years  since,  I  learnt  from  some  source  or  other  that 
blood-root  had  been  given  with  success  in  cases  of  haemoptysis  ;  and, 
having  a  case  of  that  kind,  immediately  gave  it  a  trial.  The  success 
"was  beyond  my  expectation.  I  soon  thought  of  trying  it  in  cases  of 
cough,  and  from  that  time  have  been  almost  in  the  daily  habit  of 
prescribing  it  in  such  cases.  From  more  than  two  years'  experience 
in  the  use  of  blood-root  in  affections  of  the  lungs  attended  with  cough, 
I  cannot  assert  what  has  been  asserted  of  foxglove,  that  it  will  cure 
a  confirmed  consumption ;  but  I  can  in  confidence  say,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  capable  of  doing  more  towards  preventing  that  fatail 
disease  than  any  one  remedy  I  have  ever  been  acquainted  with. 

'*  I  have  given  blood-root  in  powder,  in  tincture,  and  in  simple  in- 
fusion ;  which  last  is  the  better  mode  of  giving  it.  In  powder  it  o- 
perates  more  roughly,  and  spirit  does  not  appear  to  extract  its  active 
principle  sufficiently.  Wtien  I  give  it  for  a  cough,  if  the  symptoms 
are  urgent,  I  begin  with  a  dose  sufficient  to  excite  puking ;  but  gd- 
nerally  endeavour  to  give  it  in  as  large  doses  as  can  be  borne  with- 
out that  effect,  and  repeat  it  four  or  ^ve  times  each  day.  Where 
there  is  great  irritation  and  a  constant  disposition  to  cough,  I  join  o- 
pium  with  it.  Given  in  this  manner,  if  the  patient  has  not  a  con- 
firmed hectic.  It  generally  cures  the  cough. 

^*  I  have  also  found  blood-root  useful  in  cases  oJP  inflammatory 
rheumatism.  In  that  disease  I  at  first  give  it  so  as  to  puke,  and  then 
continue  it  in  smaller  doses  :  managed  in  this  way,  it  is  more  certain 
to  produce  a  diaphoresis  than  any  other  emetic.  Blood- root  I  un- 
derstand has  been  recommended  in  cases  of  jaundice  in  the  disser^a-* 
tion  above  alluded  to;  and  a  very  respectable  physician  informed  me^ 
that  he  had  known  it  cure  epilepsy. 

**  I  have  never  known  blood -root  produce  any  lasting  bad  efiects. 
ft  never  affects  the  head  like  the  foxglove^  and  is  on  that  account  ^ 
pnuch  safer  medicine*  *[ 
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Art.  XI.  Dr  Fothergill,  bte  of  Bath,  now  of  Philadelphia, 
relates  a  case  of  Tk  doidouretug^  which  haa  resisted  all  medical 
treatment. 

Art  XII.  Contains  vnm^  carious  remarks  cm  the  land  winds 
of  the  Coromandel  coast,  and  their  causes,  by  Dr  Roxburgh, 
which,  we  think,  would  have  been  inserted  witn  more  propriety 
in  the  Transactions  of  a  philosophical  than  of  a  medical  society^ 

Art  XIII.  Consists  of  seven  cases,  illustrating  the  effects  of 
oil  of  turpentine  in  expelling  the  tape-worm*  In  five  of  these  it 
was  perfectly  successful.  In  one  it  failed  to  cure  the  disease, 
but  produced  no  bad  effisct ;  and  in  another,  an  ounce  of  the  oil, 
which  had  been  once  given  in  the  same  do«e,  with  the  usual  ef- 
fect of  procuring  a  discbarge  of  worm  with  little  inconvenience, 
on  its  second  exnibit]on«  produced  violent  retchings,  tenesmus, 
strangury,  and  great  pain  in  the  back ;  the  urine  was  also  a  little 
tinged  with  bio^. 

The  last  article  «  devoted  to  the  professional  biography  of 
the  late  Dr  liulme,  by  Dr  Clutterbuck,  with  the  description  of 
a  palm  truss.' 

In  an  appendix,  we  have  a  description  of  a  female  urinal,  and 
a  short  notice  of  the  good  effects  of  oil  of  turpentine  in  as- 
carides* 


Medico-  Chirurgieal  Tramactians^  published  hj^  the  Medical  mi 
Chimrgical  Sochfy  of  LotuUm.    Vol.  II.    London,  1811. 

"\^E  arc  called  upon,  by  the  publication  of  this  second  volume 
of  Transactions,  to  devote  some  portion  of  our  time  to  the 
purposes  of  professional  improvement  The  wwds  of  the  hos- 
pitals are  shut ;  the  hours  of  visiting  patienU  are  past ;  the  court 
physiciah  is  summoned  from  his  circle,  and  the  anatomical  teach- 
er from  his  class-room.  The  whole  faculty  of  physic  and  sur- 
gery, in  the  midst  of  their  business  and  pursuits,  make  a  pause, 
and  one  evening  in  the  wedt  put  on  the  habits  of  students,  to 
interrogate  nature  concerning  diseases,  to  confess  their  difficulties, 
and  to  communicate  their  experience.  It  is  a  privilege  to  be  ad- 
i^itted  to  an  v  part  of  such  meetings,  even  through  the  medium  of 
tne  press.  When  new  facts  are  recorded,  or  ancient  observations 
brought  forward,  they  are,  if  untrue,  like  Sunday-sermons,  for- 
gotten on  the  Monday  ^  but  if  true,  they  are  met  with  and  coft- 
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firmed  by  fythers,  and  ougbt  to  be  generally  known.  Sydenham, 
Boerhaavei  and  Hunter,  would  have  been  less  worthy  citizens  of 
the  world,  if,  contented  with  being  useful  in  their  day,  they  had 
died  without  enlightening  it.  An  excellent  practitioner  may 
serve  his  country  and  mankind  a  whole  century,  or  for  ever.  A 
good  book,  or  an  original  essay,  does  not  die;  and  the  man  who 
writes  it,  is  as  useful  as  if  he  lived  always.  Such  is  the  differ-* 
ence  between  a  practitioner,  who  in  his  writings  tells  us  some- 
thing new  and  useful,  and  every  one  who  neglects  to  write  at  all, 
or  cannot  do  it;  consequently,  that  is  the  distinction  which  good 
authors  merit  above  those  who  affect  to  despise  authorship,  or 
who  are  unequal  to  the  task  of  undertaking  it  From  the  com* 
mencement  of  our  critical  functions,  we  have  lieen  bent  extreme- 
ly upon  such  sort  of  studies  as  incline  us,  if  not  to  do  great  thing* 
ourselves,  at  least  to  celebrate  those  that  did;  and  tnerefore  we 
have  a  dislike  to  dwell  upon  the  faults  of  a  work,  in  its  nature  of 
such  utUity,  as  that  now  before  us.  It  becomes  us  to  /'  weigh 
errors  in  the  balance  of  good*- will, ''  and  rather  to  point  them 
out,  when  we  discover  them,  for  amendment,  than  for  censure. 
And  now  having  said  enough  for  an  introduction  to  this  most 
respectable  Society,  let  us  congratulate  the  mentbers  on  their 
prosperity,  and  transcribe  the  titles  of  their  essays.  The  Me- 
dical papers  are — 

**"  I.  A  Cafe  of  HydrochephaluB  Internus,  by  Mr  Cook  of  Brentford- 
3.  On  the  Ufe  of  Oil  of  Turpentine,  by  Ur  Fenwick  of  Durham.  3.  A 
Cafe  of  Secondary  Small- Pox,  with  references  to  cafes  of  a  fimiiar  na- 
ture, by  Dt  Bateman.  4«  An  Account  of  a  Severe  Cafe  of  Erythema, 
uoconne6led  with  Mercurial  Action,  by  Dr  Marcet.-  5.  On  Painful  Af»- 
fediions  of  the  Side  from  Tumid  Spleen,  by  Dr  Bree^  6*  A  Cafe  of  Re^. 
covery  from  the  ££Fe6^s  of  Arfenic,  with  remarks  on  a  new  mode  of  de- 
XeGting  the  prefence  of  this  metal,  by  Dr  Roget.  7.  On  the  Mercurial 
Treatment  of  Dyfentery^  with  Obfervations  on  the  fame  praftice  in  Fe- 
vers, by  Mr  Fergufon,  Infpe^kor  General  of  Hofpitals.  8.  Hiftory  of  a 
Singubr  Nervous  and  Paralytic  Affe^ion,  attended  with  anomalous  caor^ 
bid  fenfatioDS  ;  written  by  the  patjent  himfelfy  Dr  VieufTeuXi  an  eminent 
phyfician  at  Geneva.  g»  Account  of  a  Singular  and  Fatal  DiTeafe  oc* 
earring  in  feveral  perfuns  of  the  fame  hamlet,  by  Mr  Gervisof  Afhbur- 
ton.  10.  A  Cafe  of  Trifmus  following  a  contufed  wound  in  the  Head, 
by  Mr  Harknefs.  1 1.  A  Cafe  of  Trifmus,  fuccefsfuily  treated,  by  Mr 
Parkinfon.  1 2.  Cafe  of  a  woman  who  voided  a  large  number  of  worms 
by  the  Urethra,  with  a  defcription  of  the  animals,  by  Mr  l^awrence. 
1 3.  Some  account  of  the  Effedks  of  Arfenic  in  countem^iihg  the  Poifon 
of  Serpents,  by  Mr  Ireland,  of  the  60th  regiment  of  foot. " 

The  papers  in  the  Surgical  department  are — 

1.  A  Cafe  of  Aneurifm  by  Anaftomofis  ia  the  Orbit,  cured  by.tb^* 
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ligature  of  tlic  common  Carotid  Artery,  by  Mr  Tfavcra.    3.  A  Cafe  of 
ununited  FraAure  of  the  Thigh,  cured  by  fawing  off  the  enda  of  the 
bone,  by  Mr  Rowlands  of  Chefter.    3.  A  Cafe  of  Wound  of  the  Heart, 
by  Mr  Featherfton.     4.  A  Cafe  of  a  Sailor,  in  the  mufcfea  of  wfaofe 
back  the  blade  of  a  knife  lodged  above  thirty  years,  by  Mr  Buih.    5.  A 
Cafe  of  Fradiire  of  the  Occipital  Bone,  extending  to  the  great  foransen, 
in  which  that  bone  was  trepanned,  and  the  dura  mater  of  the  cerebellum 
pondured,  by  Dr  Hutchinfon  of  the  Royal  Naval  Hofpital  at  Deal. 
6.  A  Cafe  of  Lithotomy,  with  remarks  on  the  effeds  of  that  opera- 
tion, and  on  fome  ca(es  of  Fiftulx  in  Perinxo,  by  Mr  Chevalier.     7.  A 
Cafe  of  Amputation  at  the  fhoulder-joint,  drawn  up  by  Dr  Cutting. 
8.  Cafe  of  Fra£^ured  Cranium,  when  the  dura  and  pia  mater  were  la- 
cerated, and  a  great  quantity  of  cerebrum  protruded,  which  terminated 
favourably,  by  Mr  Creagh.     9.  Some  Obfervations  on  Spina  Bifida,  by 
Mr  Aftley  Cooper. " 

Tlie  communications  on  subjects  of  Animal  Chemistry  are 
original  and  valuable. 

T.  Experiment  on  the*  Urine  difcharged  in  Diabetes  Mellitus,  with  re^ 
narks  on  that  difeafe,  by  Dr  Henry  of  Manchefter.  2.  Experiments 
and  Obfervations  on  the  Serum  of  the  Blood,  by  Dr  Boftock.  5.  A 
Chemical  account  of  various  dropfical  fluids,  with  remarks  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  alkaline  matter  contained  in  thefe  fluids,  and  in  the  ferum 
of  the  blood,  by  Dr  Marcet.*' 

Besides  these  three  classes  of  papers,  there  are  some  other 
tracts  on  Morbid  Anatomy,  which  are  peculiariy  worthy  <^  at- 
tention. 

•*  I.  A  Cafe  of  Hernia  Cerebri,  by  Mr  Burrows.  2.  Hiftory  of  an 
extraordinary  enlargement  of  the  right  lower  extremity,  with  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  fome  morbid  changes  in  the  Papillae  of  the  Cutis,  by  Mr  Chevalier. 
5*  A  Cafe  of  premature  puberty  in  a  female,  communicated  in  a  letter 
from  Dr  Wall  of  Oxford.  4.  Cafeof  Dyfphagia,  produced  by  Aneurifm 
of  the  Aorta,  by  Mr  Armiger.  5.  A  Qtlt  of  Hydatid  in  the  Brain, 
by  Mr  Morrah.  6.  Diffedtion  of  a  Limb,  on  which  the  operation  for 
poplitseal  aneurifm  had  been  performed,  by  Mr  Aftley  Cooper.  Laftly, 
Observations  on  Tumours  within  the  Pelvis,  occafioning  difficult  parturi- 
tion, by  Mr  Park  of  Liverpool.  " 

This  paper  is  the  only  one  upon  Midwifery,  and  it  is  import* 
ant,  inasmuch  as  it  contains  six  cases  of  difficult  labour,  caused 
by  stealomatous  tumours,  which  are  of  rare  occurrence.  I)r 
Denman  never  met  with  an  instance  of  this  kind  in  his  own  prac- 
tice; but  he  communicates  an  unfortunate  case  that  happened  to 
Dr»Hunter,  in  which,  perhaps,  the  patient's  life  might  have  been 
saved,  by  removing  the  tumour  by  an  operation.  .  In  the  first 
I^umber  of  this  Journal,  our  readers  will  find  two  instructive^cases 
Pi  this  description,  where  signal  success,  by  an  operation,  waft 
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obtained  in  consequence  of  the  knoidedge  acquired  by  exatninini; 
the  pelvis  of  the  first  case,  which  terminated  tatally.  Wc  allude 
to  Dr  Drew's  valuable  communication ;  and  we  think  it  a  point 
well  deserving  the  serious  reflection  of  experienced  accoucheurs^ 
to  determine,  whether,  in  cases  where  a  tumour  is  the  cause  of 
difficult  labour,  that  tumour  should  be  extirpated ;  whether  it 
should  be  punctured  ;  or  whether  it  ought  to  be  left  untouched. 
In  the  account  of  **  painful  affections  of  the  side  from  tumid 
spleen,  '^  we  are  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  Dr  Bree's  reliance  on 
the  state  of  the  pulse,  (which  is  said  to  be  slower  in  such  case& 
than  its  usual  rate),  as  the  diagnostic  symptom  of  the  disease ; 
because  we  observed  in  some  of  the  soldiers  who  returned  sick 
from  Walcheren,  with  more  marked  symptoms  of  the  spleen 
being  affected,  than  the  liver  or  any  other  organ,  and  where  no 
other  signs  of  fever  were  present,  their  pulse  was  preternaturally 
quick  ;  and  because  the  same  frequency  of  the  heart's  action  was 
particularly  remarked  in  a  case  of  diseased  spleen,  which  is  well 
described  in  the  second  volume  of  this  Journal,  (vide  p.  409.) 
The  plan  oi  treatment  which  Dr  Bree  has  found  successful,  is  a 
combination  of  aloes  with  antimonials  and  neutral  salts,  admi- 
nistered twice  in  the  day  with  great  perseverance.  A  variety  of 
other  medicines  appear  to  have  been  prescribed  in  the  case  relat* 
ed;  and  the  patient  was  five  months  under  the  physician's  care, 
a  period  which  may  make  us  hesitate  before  much  credit  is  allot- 
ted to  the  remedies  employed,  when  we  consider  how  much  ia 
effected  in  chronical  complaints  by  time,  <^  the  great  physician 
of  all  human  ills.  " 

The  narrative  of  the  girl's  recovery,  after  swallowing  sixty 
grains  of  white  arsenic,  is  very  important ;  and  the  plan  of  treat- 
ment adopted  by  Dr  Roget,  deserves  to  be  universally  read. 

*'  We  may  remark,  that  the  first  operation  of  the  arsenic  was  that 
of  a  violent  emetic  and  purgative ;  and  to  this  circumstance  I  am  in* 
clined  to  think  the  patient  owed  her  only  chance  of  safety.  The  cor« 
responding  effects  began  to  take  place  ^out  an  hour  after  its  recep- 
tion into  the  stomach,  and  were  promoted  by  copious  dilution,  by 
which  I  should  imagine  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  poison  was  eva** 
cuated.  It  appears,  indeed,  from  the  testimony  of  a  number  of  au« 
thors,  that  a  few  grains  is  in  general  sufficient  to  occasion  death : 
had  any  considerable  portion  of  the  sixty  grains,  therefore,  remained 
longer  upon  the  stomach  or  intestines,  the  consequences  would  have 
been  irretrievably  fatal.  From  the  analysis  of  the  fiuid  vomited  at 
the  time  I  first  saw  the  patient,  and  of  which  I  shaH  afterwards  give 
an  account,  it  would  appear  that  none  of  the  arsenic  was  at  that  time 
present  in  the  stomach. 

<*  But  the  impression  which  the  poison  had  made  upon  the  coats  of 
the  stomach,  was  not  of  a  nature  to  subside  on  the  removal  of  xh% 
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uxm  that  hki  tmJtonrd  it.  The  i«flammatiim«cil»«li» thai  organ, 
and  the  aymptoon  of  «Mah,  ai  the  time  I  first  saw  the  patient^  w«* 
•ironglT  marked,  would  ptobaUf^  if  left  to  it.  natural  cooroe,  have 
run  through  all  its  stages,  and  twMtnated  m  gaagwie.  I  considered 
that  dilution  had  been  largely  emplosFfld,  and  thaS  the  eYacuations 
frim  the  stomach  and  intestines  \^  boe»  abundant,  ^ae  atomacfr 
was  in  so  irritable  a  sUte,  that  no  medicine  could  be  exhibited  witti 
any  prospect  of  advantage.  I  concluded  that  the  principal  and  more 
immediate  source  of  danger  consisted  in  the  inflammalion  of  the  sto- 
mach ;  and,  viewing  the  matter  in  this  light,  was  induced  to  adopt  the 
treatment  proper  for  idiopathic  gastritis.  The  bleeding  was  pushed 
to  deliquium ;  a  large  blifeter  was  applied  to  the  epigastric  region,  and 
the  bowels  kept  open  by  frequent  doses  of  oleum  ricini.  The  em- 
ployment of  these  remedies  was  productive,  indeed,  of  great  debi- 
lity, which,  however,  was  but  temporary ;  the  advanUges^  procured 
were  more  permanent.  These  were,  the  occasional  remission  of  the 
pain,  and  the  immediate  cessation  of  the  vomiting,  which  never  after- 
wards returned,  excepting  once  in  the  course  of  the  following  night. 
An  effectual  check  was  given  to  the  inflammatory  process;  and  a  re- 
mission of  ihe  symptoms  was  obtained  for  about  diirty-six  hours  ;  du- 
ring which  ihe  system  showed  a  tendency  to  return  to  its  natural  con- 
dUion." 

A  train  of  nervous  symptoms,  pneumonic  inflammatioiiy  and 
epileptic  fits,  attacked  the  padent  in  succession  after  the  primary 
efibcts  of  the  poison  were  counteracted :  all  of  them  were  judici* 
ously  combated :  and  at  length  thisyoui^  woman  was  fireed  batA 
any  urgent  complaint,  i^thougb  her  constitution  appeared  evid^t-^ 
ly  injured  by  the  deleterious  influence  of  the  arsenic.     Tbe  fluid 
rejected  from  the  stomach  was  subjected  to  the  usual  chemical 
tests ;  but  it  did  not  give  the  slightest  indication  of  the  presence 
of  tlie  suspected  poison.     Besides  water  impregnated  with  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen  gas,  and  sulphate  of  copper,  another  test  was 
su^S^led  by  Dr  Marcet,  which  is  anakigous  to  that  proposed  by 
Mr  Hume  in  the  Philosophical  Magazine  for  1S09,  and  which 
we  have  found  to  be  extranely  ddicate.    It  is  stoted  by  Dr  Roget, 
as  oemg^ffici^^^  to  show  the  presence  of  arsenic^  vhen  the  fluid 
tu^^        «5<Mitained  only  the  260,000dth  part  of  a  grain  rf  that 
•   u   *"^^*      it  is  thus  described— 

5f  g    J  ^  fluid  suspected  to  contain  arsenic,  be  filtered  j  let  the  end 

to  coritact'^^*^'  Netted  with  a  solution  of  pure  ammonia,  be  brought  in- 

so'ution  oF^-^^  ^^^'^  ^^^^ »  *"^^  ^®'  *  clean  rod,  similarly  Wetted  witli  a 

Jf  the  min    *^*^^^*c  of  silver,  be  brought  into  contact  with  the  mixture. 

yellow  coJo   ^*?*.^^*^'^tity  of  arsenic  be  present,  a  precipitate  of  a  bright 

^od  will,  rea*iA  ^"^^^ining  to  orange,  will  appear  at  tlie  point  of  contact. 

Our  1«      ^^*y  subside  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel. " — p.  1 57. 

P'^  acQp^  jp^^'^paigns  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  have  afforded  ?«Ki- 

^^  .^^ertaiaing  the  efficacy  of  different,  methods  of 
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treating  dysentery.  Mr  Ferguson's  experience  of  tbe  advanta^j^ 
of  the  mercurial  treatment  of  this  disease  is  very  eiateosive  and 
convincing.  He  a ives  half  a  grain  of  calomel,  with  one  srain  of 
ipecacuan,  every  hour,  till  the  guma  beccMne  alfeeted,  which  ge- 
nerally took  plaice  in  4*8  hours,  when  a*  solution  of  the  disease 
might,  he  sajj^s,  be  looked  for  with  confidence*  Tlie  diagnostic 
symptom  which  indicated  the  use  of  mercurial  remedies,  was  the 
high-coloured,  scanty,  and  pungent  state  of  the  urine.  By  admi- 
nistering mild  diluted  purgatives  to  the  slighter  coses,  and  bold- 
ly mercurialising,  even  by  inunction,  which  Mr  Ferguson  thinkp 
tne  best  practice,  the  severest,  the  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the 
Regimental  Hospitals,  scarcely  exceeded  one  in  two  hundred. 
The  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  remittent  fever,  appear  to  us 
equally  sound  and  judicious.  At  the  beginning  of  the  diseas^^ 
the  remedies  ought  to  be  purely  and  generally  antiphlogistic  In 
the  second  stage,  when  congestion  in  the  abdominal  viscera  haa 
taken  place,  mercury  ought  to  be  boklly  employed.  It  is  from 
a  want  of  discrimination  of  these  circumstances,  that  we  have 
heard  so  much  for  and  against  the  use  of  mercury  in  tbe  remit- 
tent fever  of  hot  climates,  and  marshy  countriea.  On  the  im- 
portant subject,  Venesection,  Mr  Ferguson  has  made  the  foUoww 
log  observation,  which  we  urge  all  our  readers  engaged  in  miti- 
tary  and  naval  practice  always  to  bear  in  mind. 

«'  The  superstitious  disuse  of  tiie  lancet  at  the  beginning  of  sol- 
diers' diseases,  which  are  then  almost  always  inflammatory,  amount- 
ing almost  to  a  proscription  of  the  remedy,  throtigh  the  prejudice  di 
the  schools,  and  the  false  inferences  deduced  from  its  effects  on  die 
debilitated  subjects  of  private  life,  has  caused  more  death)!,  or  at  least 
prevented  more  lives  from  being  saved,  than  any  other  fault  in  miti- 
tary  practice. " 

Mr  Astley  Cooper's  paper  on  Spina  Bifida,  is  characterized  by 
the  boldness  and  good  sense  which  it  is  delightful  So  see  exem- 
plified in  the  leading  men  of  our  profession.  He  hus  discovered 
two  modes  of  treating  those  who  are  afflicted  with  this  disease;; 
the  one  palliative,  the  other  radical. 

<<  The  first  consists  in  treating  the  case  as  a  hernia,  and  applying 
a  truss  to  prevent  its  descent ;  and  the  second  in  producing  adhesion 
of  the  sides  of  the  sac,  so  as  to  close  the  opening  from  the  spine,  and 
stop  the  disease  altogether.  The  first  is  attended  with  no  risk.  The 
truss  forms  an  artificial  vertebra  when  the  natural  is  defective;  a  but- 
tress which  supports  the  part,  and  prevents  the  increase  of  the  disease. 
But  in  ihis  mode  of  treatn\ent,  the  truss  is  required  in  future  life;  for 
'if  discontinued,  the  tumour  reappears,  and  will  grow,  as  hernia  does, 
to  great  magnitude,  but  with  more  fatal  consequences. 

"  On  the  contrary,  the  adhesive  mode  of  cure  exposes  the  patient 
to  much  constitutioaal  iiritation,  but  leaves  hini  without  tl^e  appre* 
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liension  of  the  fatufe  return  of  the  diseasei  And  a  finer  and  more 
healthf  child  cannot  be  leen  than  that  which  was  cured  by  this  mode 
of  treatment. 

'^  It  may  be  also  observed*  that  this  mode  does  not  prevent  the  sub- 
sequent atumpt  at  the  palliative  treatment,  if  the  radical  should  not 
be  successfuL 

'<  But  as  there  are  many  cas^s  of  spina  bifida  which  cannot  be 
curedy  it  is  right  that  I  should  sUte  what  are  those  which  will  not 
mdmit  of  relief* 

'*  If  the  tumour  is  connected  with  an  unnatural  enlargement  of 
the  heady  hydrocephalus  intemus  u  conjoined  with  spina  bifida  ;  and. 
the  water  will  accumulate  in  the  ventricles^  if  the  tumour  in  the 
loins  is  attempted  either  to  be  palliated  or  radically  cured. 

**  If  the  lower  extremities  are  paralytic,  or  the  feces  and  mine 
are  discharged  involuntarily,  there  is  no  hope  of  relief." 

Four  cases  are  related,  to  illustrate  both  these  modes  of  treat- 
ment The  radical  cure  consists  in  puncturing  the  tumour  with 
a  needle  as  often  as  the  fluid  accumulates. 

The  same  gentlenuin  has  given  an  account  of  the  dissection  of 
•  limb  on  wUch  the  femoral  artery  had  been  tied  seven  year» 
beibre,  for  poplitaud  aneurism,  a  communication  which  oontaine 
many  praeticid  and  useful  £m^     The  arteries  which  form  the 
^    new  drculattcm,  are  not  only  enlarmdi  but  they  become  tortuou&} 
and  at  the  time  that  the  vessel  dongates  and  increases  in  dia-^ 
meter,  its  coats  also  become  considerably  thicker  than  natural. 
In  this  case,  the  femoral  artery  was  obliterated  by  the  ligature^ 
and  converted  into  a  cord  from  the  origin  of  the  arteria  profunda 
~^  ^  ^^  ham.     The  whole  of  the  poplitseal  artery  was  chang-^ 
ed  m-like  manner  ;  and  thus  the  blood  was  forced  to  form  new 
^^'^^  ^long  the  branches  of  the  arteria  profunda.     A  neatly 
***^"™  pJ^te*  conveys  an  excellent  representation  of  the  chan- 
ges P^^"^^  in  the  anastomosing  vessels*    Another  plate  shows 
t\%T      *  blood  may  be  diverted  from  its  proper  channels  in  all 
heinfT't"^^^  ^  ^^^  *^^y»  without  the  life  of  the  animal 
rimi   •«?  ^^^    ;     '^^®  carotids,  the  femoral,  the  brachial  arte- 
Slnot"^^*!  ^  *^^*of  a  dog  were  tied  and  divided :  The  a^ 
usual  health         survived  these  experiments,  but  maintained  his 
proof  of  th  *  ***    ^^^  ^^°6  enough  to  furnish  a  most  wonderfal 
physiolomr  ®  jP^^er  of  anastomosing  vessels.    To  the  student  of 
^«ry  valuable  .^r®  ^***^ng8  of  such  striking  preparations  will  be 
P^sentation  ^r    u  *^^  ^^*^  ®°'y  before  look  at  an  imperfect  re- 
in the  arm   «rr  mode  in  which  the  circulation  is  carried  on 
««««  of  suVger  *"  ^*^®  pJfincipal  artery  is  obUterated,  in  Mr  White'* 
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in: 

A  Treatise  on  the  Management  of  Infants  i  containing  the  generat 
principles  of  their  Domestic  Treatment*  with  the  Histofy  and 
Method  of  Cure  of  some  of  their  most  prevalent  andfohnidahh 
Diseases.  By  John  Syers,  Sui^geon^  Sto^  pp.  295.  Murray^ 
London.     1812* 

n^HERE  is  perhaps  nd  departmetit  of  medicine,  which  has  oeen 
-^  so  long  and  so  much  iQcumbered  with  the  errors  of  ancient 
pathology;  as  that  which  relates  to  the  treatment  of  children  i 
a  circumstance  which  is,  doubtless,  to  be  ascribed  to  the  gene^ 
ral  influence  oi  female  practitioners  in  these  matters^  For  even 
among  the  numberless  treatises  which  have  been  produced  by 
practitioners  of  the  masculine  gender  upon  this  subjectf  but  tod 
many  observations  are  to  be  founds  the  anility  of  which  8uffi<( 
dently  evince  the  source  whence  they  originated.  It  must# 
therefore,  be  considered  as  one  of  the  greatest  advantages  that 
have  resulted  from  that  practice,  which,  from  its  all^ra  inde- 
licacy, has  been  much  opposed,  (namely,  the  employment  of 
male  accoucheurs),  that  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  infancy 
and  childhood  has  been  brought  more  immediately  under  thei 
direction  of  persons  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  animal 
economy,  and  With  the  principles  of  health  and  disease^  and  en- 
abled, therefore,  to  establish  a  practice  upon  rational  grounds. 
As  the  chief  management  of  children,  however,  must^  according 
to  the  ordinance  of  nature,  be  consigned  to  females^  so  It  is  de« 
sirable  that  the  practical  inferences,  deduced  from  such  an  tri- 
plication of  scientific  principles,  should  be  communicated  to  them 
m  the  most  perspicuous  and  correct  manner.  Admitting  this, 
however,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  regulation  of  the  cbtbing,  foody 
sleep,  exercise,  temperature,  &c.  of  children  $  we  are  very  far 
from  approving  the  attempts  to  teach  mothers  and  nnrsek  to  ap-* 
ply  the  active  agents  of  the  materia  lAedica  to  their  tender  and 
irritable  frames.  In  the  practice  of  medicine, 'above  all  othef 
arts, 

*'  A  little  knewlsdge  is  a  dflingeroiss  thing  ?  *^   . 

a  fortiori  it  is  particularly  dangerous,  as  it  respects  the  diseases^ 
of  infancy,  in  proportion  to  the  more  acute  susceptibility  of  im^ 
pretsion,  whicn  cliaracterizes  that  early  period  of  life. 

For  what  is  the  sum  of  medical  knowledge,  w:hich  those,  whtf 
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have  Men  little  of  the  varieties  of  diseases,  or  have  seen  thenr 
without  a  previous  stock  of  anatomical,  physicdoj^caV  and  phy- 
sical information,  are  usuaDv  able  to  acquire  ?  They  learn,  oa 
the  one  hand,  to  associate  tneuse  of  certain  medicines  with  cer« 
tain  prominent  symptoms,  in  an  empirical  manner f  that  is,  with- 
#ut  referrioc  tbem  either  to  their  seats  or  causes,  or  Co  their  di& 
fertnt  combinations;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  they  give  a  name  ta 
certain  comreries  of  symptoms,  and  prescribe  for  the  name^  re- 
gardless ox  the  diiferent  and  often  opposite  conditions  of  the 
constitution,  under  which  the  disease  may  appear.  How  con- 
stantly, therefore,  do  we  find  such  persons  pouring  in  opium  and 
alcohol  for  the  removal  of  inflammatory /7£7m,  because  diey  kno«r 
them  to  have  afforded  relief  to  spasmodic  pain!  How  constantly 
do  we  observe  them  stuffing  patients  in  the  oommencemeilt  of 
fever  with  bark  and  wine,  because  they  have  heard  that  these  are 
potent  remedies  for  fever  in  its  protracted  stages  7  But  th^  ra- 
tional observer  can  alone  estimate  the  mischiefs  of  such  half- 
learned  medicine  t  the  empiric  deems  all  his  faihires^  the  result  of 
unmanageable,  not  of  mismanaged  disease. 

It  is  true,  that  our  author  is  frequently  reminding  his  fair 
veaders,  (for  to  the  popular  ear  he  principally  addresses  his  work),^ 
that  they  should  not  veneure  upon  the  exh^ition  of  thk  active 
•  remedy,  or  that  powerful  expedient,  without  tiie  sanction  pf  pro- 
per medical  advice;  But  is  there  any  thing  rarional  of  prudent 
in  directing  people  into  the  midst  of  difficulties  and  dangers^  and 
dien  cantiotting  tbem  against  the  extreme  hazard  of  stirring  a 
step  fartbcr,^  until  they  obtain  a  weB-informed  guide  ? 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  however  appropriately  the  first  part 
af  this  treatise,  comprehending  instructions  for  die  domestic  ma- 
Bagement  of  infants,  is  addressed  to  the  attention  of  mothers  and 
nurses;  the  second,  relatinf^  to  the  history  and  treatment  of  some- 
of  the  most  formidable  diseases  incident  to  childhood,  ^ould 
have  been  more  correctly  communicated  to  the  student^  and  in- 
axperienoed,  but  well-grounded  practitioner. 

In  truth,  what  regards  the  mere  domestic  management  of  in- 
ftnU,  has  always  appeared  to  us  to  lie  within  a  very  narrow  com- 
PM9,  and  to  be  easily  regulated,  not  by  the  dear-bought  maxims^ 
ef  wrmkied  experience,,  but  by  the  simple  dieutes  of  a  litUe  com- 
mon sense.  Insomuch  that  the  only  necessity  for  writing  in- 
•tructions  upon  the  subject  has  originated  from  the  traditionaJ 
absurdities  which  were  too  long  inculcated  under  the  name  06 
^f^!«*lKi  .1,  ^^>ch  the  liglit  of  common  sense  has  scarcely 
ihvinn?in?m  ,^V^Hg%  to  dispel.  Let  US  attend  but  to  tha 
£r^  iSlrT'  ?C«^^"^^»  and  the  common  principles  of  con- 
duct  as  to  adult  health,,  and  the  regidations'of  LfantLresimen.' 
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Are  witbin  a  nnt-shefl:     We  have  onty  to  imitate  the  foodj  pre- 
pared by  the  glands  of  the  mother,  and  instinctively  prdTerred 
bj  the  infant,  where  the  natural  supply  is  deficient ;  to  leave  Utai 
fnuscles  and  the  limbs  to  develop  themsehres  without  restrmht  i. 
to  Jet  sleep  be  enjoyed  according  t6  the  obvious  propensities  of 
tbe  child ;  to  cause  all  that  is  sordid  and  excrementitious  be  re^ 
moved  by  strict  attention  to  cleanliness ;  to  let  artificial  warmth 
be  supplied,  so  as  to  preiserve  the  natural  temperature  uiiimpair^ 
ed,  until,  by  muscular  exercise,  the  child  can  resist  the  abstrac- 
tion of  tbe  surrounding  cold  medium ; — and  we  shall  have  fiit- 
filled  all  that  is  necessary  in  the  physical  management  of  in&ncy; 
In  enlarging  upon  these  aphorisms,  our  author,  b*ke  some  of  his 
predecessors,  has  not  altogether  avoided  trifling  and  frivolous  ob^ 
servations,  which  partake  more  of  the  nurse^s  gossip,  ttem  of  the 
directions  of  a  medical  seer.     It  seems  scarcehr  requisite,  for  ex- 
ample, after  r^ommending  us  to  place  an  infant  occasionallv  oik 
ti  soft  carpet,  "  before  it  is  trained  to  employ  its  strength  VA 
walkiifg,**  to  give  us  the  farther  information,  that  •*  at  the  ad- 
vance of  spring,  in  summer,  and  in  dry  weather,  this  exuberant 
activity,  Mhich  is  implanted  in  children  for  the  wisest  purposes^ 
may  be  encouraged  on  a  grass  plot.  **  (p.  4-9.)     Under  the  sam^ 
animadversion,  we  may  include  the  recommendation  of  tlie  fol*^ 
lowing  singular  species  of  extrdse  ! 

**  Crying,"  says  Mr  Syers,  *•  is  an  action,  fVom  whatever  caused 
or  impulse  it  inay  proceed,  that  operates  on  the  respiratory  and 
digestive  organs  mnoh  in  the  same  manner,  though  more  partial- 
Iv  and  with  greater  irregularibr,  than  other  species  of  exercise  i* 
therefore  it  is  not  always  pruaent  or  necessary  hastHy  to  represt 
it. "  &c    p.  60. 

We  are  sickened  with  that  affectation  of  sensibifityj  whaterveif 
excellence  of  description  it  may  have  called  forth  from  thel  penA 
of  Pliny  and  of  Bunon,  which  compares  the  lot  of  the  humail 
infant,,  with  that  of  the  whelps  of  the  lioti,  and  the  sucklings  ol 
swine,  only  to  moan  over  the  superior  helplessness  and  pidablef 
weakness  of  the  former.  Our  author  has  evinced  a  Httle  of  thid 
mawki&h  taste,  in  several  instances,  lind  especially  in  the  com- 
mencement of  his  work  ;  but,  in  justice  we  must  observe  that  hc^ 
does  not  altogether  overlook  the  overbalance  of  advantages, 
which,  in  trutn,  render  these  moral  wailings  over  the  kit  of  nu*^ 
manity  altogether  nugatory  and  absurd. 

In  Cliapter  V.  Mr  Syers  has  given  a  description  6f  the  varioud 
appearances  of  the  alvine  evacuations  of  infants  with  considera- 
ble minuteness,  implying  a  careful  and  repeated  attention  tothii 
subject,  which,  it  must  he  admitted,  is  of  great  importanee.  He 
bav  not,  however,  referred  the  particular  phenomena  with  mS^ 
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dent  decamp  to  specific  morbid  conditions  of  tbe  system,  U> 
deduce  any  very  precise  practical  inferences  from  the  enumera- 
tion. IVom  the  difficulty  of  conveying  distinct  notions  of  co« 
loar^  odour,  &c.  in  words,  the  practitioner  must  generally  be  the 
maker  of  his  own  experience  in  such  ea<;es ;  but  it  nuist  be  ac- 
knowledged by  every  one  conver&amt  with  the  dfseases  of  child-* 
ten,  that  important  indications  are  obtained  from  the  obvious 
ijualities  of  the  intestinal  discharges,  the  variations  of  which  are 
almost  universal  concomitants,  as  causes  or  as  efSscts,  of  infan- 
tile disease ;  and  the  observations  of  our  author  on  this  point,  ia 
the  sequel,  appear  to  us  among  the  most  useful  of  his  remarks* 

Mr  Syevs  employs  two  chapters,  in  this  part  of  his  volume,  in 
stating  the  properties  and  doses  of  ^  the  medicines  usually  admi- 
nisterad  to*  infimtB, "  under  the  general  heads  of  evacuants,  sti-^ 
mutants,  tonics,  astringents,  and  narcotics.  The  information 
contained  in  these  chapters,  although  such  as  eveiy  practitioner 
of  ordinar]^  attainments  must  be  already  possessed  of,  is,  how- 
ever sulEciently  minute  and  perspicuous,  especiairy  in  respect 
lo  the  dose*'  and  general  nidications  for  tlie  respective  articles, 
to  ipve  the  ordinary  reader  as  satisfactory  an  acquaintance  with 
them  aa  mere  reading  c^n  fm-nish.  But,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
served, thia  information  is  of  very  questionable  utility.  The 
same  articles  are  medicinal  or  poisonous,  according  to  the  mode 
er  the  circumstances  under  which  they  are  administered.  Nor 
is  it  enough  thai  diey  are  given*  in  himdess  doses  f  for  to  give 
medieines  of  negative  powers,  when  those  of  the  most  active 
qnalitiet  are  requisite  to  meet  the  disease,  (as  in  the  incipient 
^ate  of  croup,  enteritis,  &c.),  is  little  short  of  positive  destruc- 
tion to  the  patient.  Perhaps,  indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  most  fa-. 
tal  retulls  oi  what  has  been  called  domestic  medicine :  fer  many 
dlUeasat,  which  are  most  dangerous  in  their  ultimate  tendency^ 
can  osilv  be  luiown  by  the  eye  of  experience  in  the  first  dawn- 
ing of  lae  aymptomt^  when  a  little  weH-direcfeed  medicine  is  ade- 
i|uate  to  the  preventfon  or  the  subsequent  mischief. 

We  do  not  understand,  by  the  way,  how  an  expectorant  is  to 
be  serviceable  in  removing  the  iaundice  of  new-born  infants. 
Yet  Mr  Syers  recommends  that,  it  this  affection  should  continue, 
after  two  or  three  doses  of  calomel  and  castor-oil  have  been  ad- 
ministered, in  severe  cases,  "  a  bare  half  grain  of  ipecacuanha 
may  be  given  in  a  little  water  as  a  stimulani  and  expectorant. "  If 
ipecacuanha  be  beneficial  in  such  a  case,  which  we  do  not  ques- 
tion, it  is  probably  by  the  same  property  by  which  it  affords  re-* 
lief  in  the  dysentery  of  adults  5  i.  e.  by  its  mild,  but  effectual 

t>urgative  operation. 

hx  commencing  the  second  part  of  his  work,  the  author  justly 
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oppugns  the  opinion,  though  in  a  brief -and  not  very  perspicuous 
manner,  that  there  is  great  obscurkgr  in  the  diseases  of  infitnta^ 
in  consequence  of  their  inability  to  describe  their  fedings^  and 
contends,  on  the  contr^,  "'diat  ¥;«  are  less  in  danger  of  bdng 
misled  in  our  opinions  oif  them,  IJban  in  many  of  those  more  in- 
cident ito  .^dult  life. "(p.  108.)  In  this  statement,  we  believe^ 
every  one,  who  has  had  a  moderate  share  of  experience  in  the 
treatoent  of  iiifan^Ie  'diseases,  will  readily  coincide.  The  dis^ 
ea8€s  themselves  are  necessarily  iess  numerous  and  complicated  i 
because  many  of  the  exciting  causes  of  indijsipositidn,  which  af- 
fect &e  adult,  are  nei^er  applied  to  ,die  Infant.  Vox  instance,  ^e, 
ipflaence  of  moral  causes  is  not  exerted  upon  .them^  •gfi^C 
anxiety,  and  apprdiension,  do  not  prey  upon  them^  and  manjr. 
classes  of  physicjol  causes  ar<e  altogether  withdrawn,  such  as  fa* 
iigue,  w^ctung,  and  the  pernicious  inSuence  pf  certain  trades^, 
inanufactories,  and  occupations ;  aJid  some  others  operate  to  (i. 
much  less  extent,  such  as  intemperance,  and  the  use  of  delete^ 
nous  articles  of  food  and  drink.  The  symptoms  of  infantile  dis^, 
eases,  then,  nuist  also  be  less  numerous  and  complicated  thaa 
those  of  adult  maladies ;  and  our  knowledge  of  them  is  obtained 
from  a  less  fallible  source  than  the  verbal  descriptions,  ihe  varjv 
ing  and  indescribable  sensations,  the  incorrect  observations,  imd. 
the  hypothetical  opinions  and  prejudices  of  adult  patients ;  name-^ 
ly,  from  the  niere  animal  expression,  if  we  may  so  speak,  or  the 
instinctive  physical  signs  of  suffering,  whidi  are  unvarying,  and; 
therefore  scarcely  liable  to  misinterpretation.  An  infant  never 
cries,  but  from  uneasy  sensations;  and  the  seat  of  tbosi^  sensa- 
tions is  commonly  rendered  obvious  by  concomitaut  .circum- 
stances: as,  by  the  drawing  up  of  the  Jegs,  ^atulence,  and  mor- 
bid feces,  when  in  the  bowels, — by  sickness  and  yonvting,  when 
in  the  stomach, — by  difficult  and  rapid  breatUingt  cough,  and 
fever,  when  in  the  lungs,  .^c.  .    , 

The  most  common  seat  of  disease  in  infantsi,  however,  either 
primary  or  secondary,  is  in  the  alimentary  xandl ;  the  r<egula-, 
lion  of  the  functions  of  which,  therefore,  in  most  of  the  com-* 
plaints  of  children^  becomes  a  matter  of  (the  greatest  im))ortance^ 
and  this  not  only  in  those  cases  of  indisposition,  where  the  de* 
rangement  commences  in  that  canal;;  but  also  in  those  where  it 
suffers  indirectly,  or  by  sympathy,  in  consequence  of  primary 
disease  in  other  organs,  flie  sympathetic  affections  of  the  ali^ 
mentary  canal,  in  cases  of  painful  irritation  in  the  gunis,  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  a  protruding  tooth,  is  geiif^rally  attended  to; 
but  the  converse  of  the  observation,  or  the  iufluence  of  a  disor- 
dered state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  in  consequence  of  the  use  of 
Knproper  food,  in  au<rmenting  the  inconveniences  of  dentition, 
*>thich  our  author  has  pointed  out,  we  are  persuaded,  with  coj> 
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evefiil  nodoe:  be  attnbotes  omch  of  tUfr 
to  the  euriy  ate  idmmwMtiJbod  efter  weaning;. 
**  la  cwHqkiag  ibe  faiBs  of  AMntalkj  ia  liw  aievropQlis  or  in  an jr 
Isige  maiwlactiinn^  town, "  Mr  Sycrtobsenres*  **  «r  find  that  xbo^ 
infimts  are  canied  off  about  the  period  of  life  now  under  coniempla* 
tioa.  It  tt  equally  aotorioas  tbat  cosioai  has  indaced  mankind  to 
impute  tbb  calamitj  to  the  drco— tance  of  teetbiog,  macy  childrea 
bemg  eridoid J  afflicted  bj  this  cause  to  a  ccosideraUe  decree ;  but 
it  is  extfcmely  frivaloiit  to  didter  oorselrcs  under  this  notion  so  tn- 
diiriifninatdy>  A  very  little  obtervatioa  would  cofivince  us,  that  the 
evolntioo  erf"  the  teeth  is  not  unfieqacntly  protracted  by  a  Tittated 
state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  ^t  (ew  children  go  throngh  the 
|iroieai  so  iegulaily»  and  with  so  little  indispodtion,  as  those  who  are 
supported  but  sparingly  on  animal  food. "  p.  164. 

Tlis  observation,  the  author  affirm«»  he  has  deduced  {rom 
ample  eaperience  $  and  the  inference,  *'  that  proper  r^men  at 
this  period  aflfords  a  proqiect  of  the  highest  advantage, "  caiH 
not  be  refused*  '  H^  proceeds  to  describe  two  varicde^  of  abdo- 
minal disease  produced  by  improper  food  ;  the  one  originating 
from  over-^eedling,  espedafly  with  animal  (bod ;  the  other  con- 
nected with  impei^fect  nourishment,  and  arising  especially  where 
the  child  has  been  confined  to  the  breast  much  beyond  the  pro- 
per period,  when  the  secretion  has  become  too  scanty  to  satisfy 
the  cravings  of  the  child,  or  no  longer  containing  a  proper  pro- 
portion of  nutritive  matter.  In  both  these  cases,  the  system  is 
deprived  of  the  necessary  supply  of  aliment;  and  the  symptoms 
in  some  measure  approximate  in  both  :  But  the  difierent  treat- 
ment, which  the  two  varieties  of  disease  obviously  require  iii 
several  respects,  renders  the  distinction  important.  In  describ* 
ing  the  former,  Mr  Syers  states  that  there  is 

**  A  tumified  state  of  the  abdomen,  with  a  degree  of  hardness,  a- 
mounting  almost  to  tympanites,  or,  as  nurses  term  it,  the  wind* drop- 
sy  I  with  this  symptom  it  is  not  unusual  %o  observe  great  emaciation 
of  the  extremities,  a  pale  contracted  coontx^nance,  with  hoUowness  of 
the  eyes,  and  a  very  inanimate  lock,  except  when  the  child  is  an* 
usually  flushed,  or  under  the  influence  of  ftbrile  irritation.  The  in- 
fant often  sleeps  very  iroperfecdy,  and  discovers  in  the  progress  of 
this  general  irritation  a  propensity  to  be  picking  some  part  of  its  face ; 
and  if  it  has  any  eruption  about  the  mouth  or  ale  of  the  nose^  no  un- 
usual concomitant,  the  child  will  often  di^flgure  itself- in  qo  sm^  de- 
gree. The  appetite  for  food  is  frequently  voracious ;  at  other  times 
very  uncertain  and  capricious.  The  former  is  more  remarkable  in  .an 
advanced  stage  of  the  infant's  indisposition.  StiJl,  whatever  article  of 
food  is  administered,  it  conveys  but  a  temporary  gratification ;  or  it 
induces  sickness,  and  soon  gives  rise  (o  a  fresh  accession  of  heat, 
thirst,  and  irritation,  and  to  universal  derangement  of  the  system. '' 

*'  In  the  other  variety  of  this  disprder,  to  which  alone  the  author 


1S12.     MrSyjCrs*^  Treatise  mffte  Management  of  htfimts.     251 

^pH«»  *e  term  marasmus,  is,  be  say^,  more  alarming,  and  fire- 
^uently  lajtal — 

"  )Vhere  there  ts  not  only  emaciation,  bat  the  skin  unirersally. 
covering  the  body,  especially  about  the  groins  and  lower  extremis 
tiesy  is  drawn  into  folds;  this  state  of  general  emaciation  gives  a  pe- 
<culiar  withered  aspect  to  the^ountenance,  which  is  completelj-  wrink- 
led,  and  the  skin  is  totally  void'of  its  usual  elasticity.  There  are  pro- 
fuse hectic  sweats,  extreme  psdeness"  (we  should  rather  have  said,  a 
^irty  or  squalid  hue)  ^'  of  every  part,  from  a  scanty  supply  of  red 
1)lood  in  the  capillary  vessels^  voracious  appetite,  but  a  perpetual  state 
-of  diarrhcea.  In  some  children,  we  diserre  a  constant  degree  of  fret- 
ftdness  and  irritation,  tin  til  at  length  nature  sinks  from  exhaustion.  ** 
j(p.  168.) 

The  author  is  totally  silent,  liowever,  as  to  the  actual  state  of 
"disease  under  any  of  these  circumstance?,  which  be  does  not  ap- 
q^ear  ^o  have  made  any  attempts  to  ascertain,  by  the  only  means 
^'bich  could  elucidate  the  matter,  namely,  by  dissection.  But 
4ipon  the  treatment  of  these  complaints,  ^iHch  is  confessedly  the. 
most  important  part  of  tiie  inquiry,  his  prescriptions  are  rational^ 
and  such  as,  we  believe,  on  the  whole,  are  nowpretty  generally  pur- 
sued. Under  the  first  set  of  ^^mptoms,  the  tumid  abdomen,  with 
febrile  irritation,  and  a -constipated  or  irregular  stacte  of  bowdsf 
he  states  the  necessity  of  abstaining  from  the  use  <)f  4Uiimal  food» 
and  of  beginning  a  course  of  mercurial  medidne,  of  which  he 
considers  the  washed  calomel,  or  grey  oxide,  as  the  best  prepa«« 
ration.  Of  diis  he  directs  one  and  a  half,  or  two  grains,  to  be  ad- 
ministered every  alternate  morning,  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  so  as 
<to  produce  three  or  four  purgative  motions  each  time^  .^ing, 
at  the  same  time,  different  vegetable  prepatrations  for  diiet,  such 
as  rice,  U^ioca,  and  biscuit  powder,  with  a  portion  of  milk:;  and 
interposing  some  light  aromatic  and  bitter  medicine,  with  ia  small 
proportion  of  magnesia  or  mild  vegetable  alkali.  He  very  justly 
observes,  however,  that  **  the  salutary  effects  of  any  tonic  medi- 
cine, at  this  crisis,  are  far  inferior  to  those  of  calomel,  which  does 
not  operate  by  its  purgative  Arirtue  simply,  but  is  chiefly  found  to. 
influence  the  various  secretions  of  the  digestive  organs,  the  actioa 
of  which  has  long  been  deranged  by  me  absurd  and  erroneous 
course  of  diet  pursued.  It  is  xliiHcult  to  advise  any  limited  mea- 
sure of  the  mercurial  as  to  the  duration  of  its  exhibitioi\,  which 
must  solely  depend  on  a  variety  of  circumstances,  that  wiQ  be 
expected  to  come  under  the  discrimination  of  the  proles»onal  at^ 
Pendant. " 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  treatment,  the  author  recommends 
that  '*  the^^  bath  should  be  employed  twice  or  thrice  a  week, 
i)eginning  With  the  temperature  of  80°  or  86^,  and  rising  gra- 
^dually  at  each  repetiti<on  to  95^  or  100^ ;  it  either  imparts  an  ^- 
^^eeeable  6tinuilus4o  the  constitution,  or  induces  anmiiv^sal  apci 
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equal  degree  of  relaxation  of  the  surface.  '*  (p.  172.)  This  is  a 
very  vaffue  9)talement.  At  the  temperature  of  80^  or  eren  85°, 
a  bath  is  so  far  from  hot,  that  it  does  not  merit  the  appellation 
of  warm }  while  the  eiSects  of  the  stimulus  of  heat  are  very  coU- 
aiderably  increased  between  95""  and  100^,  the  latter  of  which  is 
tTuhf  a  hot  bath;  and  as  to  the  effects,  an  agreeable  stimulos  and 
an  universal  relaxation  of  the  surface,  seem  to  be  so  little  analo- 
gous, as  scarcely  to  be  indicated  at  one  and  the  same  time,  or  to 
oe  put  as  alternatives  to  each  other. 

For  the  treatment  of  the  other  modi6cation  of  marasmus,  ac- 
companied with  hectic  fever,  and  constant  diarrhoea,  which  is 
more  difficult  to  manage,  Mr  Syers  observes,  that 

**  The  same  medicine,  which  was  calculated  to  produce  so  much 
relief  in  the  former  case,  seems  here  to  present  several  tnconvenien* 
]ces ;  indeed,  calomel,  in  any  form  at  first,  seems  contra-indicated  on 
.Recount  of  its  tendency  to  increase  the  thin  watery  secretions  of  the 
inudOus  glands  of  the  intestines.  We  are  therefore  to  palliate  the 
present  symptoms ;  and,  after  administering  a  dose  or  two  of  rhubarb 
and  calcined  magnesia,  so  as  freely  to  empty  the  bowels,  we  may 
give  a  pap  spoonful  of  the  chalk  julap,  with  a  single  drop  of  lauda- 
num, or  half  a  tea-spoonful  of  syrnp  of  white  poppies,  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  as  a  slight  cordial,  and  to  allay  irritation ;  or  administer 
a  simple  starch  injection.  The  child's  final  recovery,  however,  can? 
not  be  aecomplished  without  gradual  recourse  to  mercurials,  not- 
widistanding  its  hectic  disposition  and  evident  debility.  Whilst  there 
is  a  total  suspension  of  the  biliary  secretion*  we  can  trust  to  no  sub- 
stitute ;  and  the  restitution  of  the  healthy  function  of  the  liver  is  in- 
dispensable. 

'*  The  gentlest  form  of  exhibiting  mercury  on  this  occasion,  is  to 
employ  a  solution  of  the  pilula  hydrargyri,  or  quicksilver  pill  of  the 
London  Dispensatory,  in  mint  water ;  two  gi'ains  will  be  an  adequate 
dose  for  an  infant  of  fourteen  months,  or  about  eight  or  ten  grainy 
of  the  hydr^rgyrus  cum  ^reta,  iwl^ich  m^y  be  administered  in  jam 
or  honey  every  other  night,  unti}  some  favourable  change  is  effected 
^oth  in  the  appearance  and  odour  of  the  excretions,  subject  however 
to  the  Sanaa  restrictions  and  attention  as  were  pointed  out  in  the  for- 
mer case.  The  mercurial  is  frequently  found  tp  have  a  more  saluUt 
ry  eflfect,  and  may  be  employed  with  greater  security,  if  we  desist 
from  it  for  an  interval  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  then  renew  the  dose 
according  to  circumstances:  this  likewise  happens  in  other  instances  of 
exhibiting  active  medicines.  Should  it  reproduce  or  increase  the  diar* 
rfaoea,  it  will  be  expedient  to  combine  with  it  a  grain  of  the  compound 
powder  of  ipecacuanha,  or  half  a  drop  of  laudanum,  so  as  not  to  coun^ 
teract  the  specific  action  of  the  mercurial  on  the  digestive  organs  ' 
(.•173.)^ 

There  is  nothing  new,  indeed,  in  a)l  this  discussion,  nor  is  the 
iratter  detailed  with  particular  precision;  but  it  is  dwelt  upon 
fti'a  length  proportionate  to  Us  inipprtapce,  and  on  the  same  ac- 
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count  wfe  have  quoted  it.  That  derangements  of  the  digestif^ 
organs  and  of  the  biliary  secretions  are  among  the  most  frequent 
causes  of  both  the  acute  and  chronic  diseases  of  children,  and 
tend  to  aggravate  both,  every  practitioner  of  observation  must 
soon  ascertain  in  the  course  of  his  experience.  The  general  fact, 
indeed,  is  farther  proved  by  the  popular  opinion,  which  ascribes 
most  of  those  diseases  to  worms ;  and  by  the  success  of  certain 
quack  medicines  for  expelling  those  animals,  which,  in  the  ma- 
jority of  instances  in  which  tney  effect  a  cure,  expel  no  worms. 
The  mistake  consists  in  appealing  to  a  wrong  cause ;  for,  as  to 
the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  the  nature  of  the  remedy,  the  opi- 
nion and  the  practice  are  correct.  We  are  disposed  to  difitTp 
however,  deadedly  from,  the  popular  practice,  of  giving  violent 
cathartics  indiscriminately,  and,  in  some  measure,  frpm  that  of 
our  author.  We  have  generally  found  a  continued  exhibition  o£ 
small  doses  of  the  mercurial  (calomel)  rubbed  together  with  an 
absorbent,  as  soda  and  testaceous  powder,  and  Ujsed  once  cr- 
twice  a  day,  for  an  indefinite  time  according  to  circumstances^ 
effectually  correct  the  alvine  excretions  and  xestore  health,  with- 
out any  risk  of  producing  hypercatharsis,  or  severe  irritation  ; 
and  as  to  salivation  with  children,  observ|ition  teaches  us  that  it 
is  so  rare  an  occurrence,  that  it  may  be  almost  put  out  of  coo- 
sideration. 

But  there  is  a  farther  attention  to  this  principle  and  practice, 
which  has,  for  a  long  time  past,  forced  itself  upon  our  notice; 
while  treating  the  diseases  of  children,  namely,  the  necessity  of 
udding  it  to  other  measures  in  the  cure  of  pulmonary  and  other 
acute  disorders :  for,  almost  invariably,  the  alvine  excretions  be* 
come  speedily  deranged,  and  a  new  source  of  disease  is  super- 
added, when  any  feverish  state  is  induced  in  children.  Mr  Syers 
has  carried  this  observation  farther  than  ourselves;  but  we  are 
$atis6ed  that  there  is  much  truth  in  the  following  remarks,  rela« 
tive  to  the  acute  catarrh  of  children. 

**  The  principal  points  which  ought  to  airest  our  attention  in  this 
disease,  are  the  vitiated  secretions  from  the  bowels,  and  their  great 
irregularity  in  most  instances  :  as  also  the  real  nature  of  the  cough 
and  shortness  of  breath,  which  must  be  distinguished  from  that  of 
pleurisy  by  the  absence  of  acute  pain,  or  from  real  peripueumony,  bf 
the  slighter  quantity  of  fur  upon  the  tongue,  and  the  less  striking 
symptoms  of  general  inflammation. 

**  The  sleep  which  children  obtain  under  the  inflnence  of  this  dis* 
ease  is  very  precarious,  and  is  attended  with  twitchings  and  start- 
ings ;  the  breath  is  not  constantly  laborious,  but  rather  quick  and 
panting,  particularly  at  the  time  of  the  evening  paroxysm  of  fever  ; 
and  there  is  almost  always  a  rattling  noise  in  the  trachea,  from  the 
mucus  continually  secreted,  but  seldom  expelled  from  the  mojuth. 
Al.thpujgh  the  affection  of  the  breach  sometimes  rises  to  an  alarming 


bciebt,  and  Ae  duM  is  fiashc(i»  and  often  co«^  wiA  iirfieiiienc^ 
^  IVeoi  aurin  cf  »ii»te  olwetratiow directed  «>  tbe  P'^S^^ 
this  dticasc*  1  am  oidacrd  to  cowder  die  paiticslar  s^"  «  «>«  ^*- 
imtiTe  organs  as  the  principal  sooxce  ot  the  iintation,  and  have  -Al- 
most mrtfiab]  J  fonod  the  prospect  of  recovery  to  hrigbtKn  in  propor- 
tioo  to  the  retuni  ot  the  healtiiy  fonctinns  of  dxe  aliflxentary  cMal  ;  a 

circnnutance  which  will  clearly  be  characteriaed  by  a  more  farour- 
abie  appearance  **f  the  feces.  Chi Idrcn  labouring  under  caurrh,  and 
this  particolar  affection  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  langs.  sel- 
dom require  or  will  bear  the  shcck  of  general  blood-letting  ;  bat  the 
application  of  k-eches  to  die  chest  and  region  of  the  stomach,  where 
-we  sometimes  discover  much  fulness  and  tension,  is  followed  by  very 
beneficial  effects.  After  this  evacuation  has  been  freely  encowaged 
by  warm  foroentntion,  a  bFister  wiU  be  found  rery  asefnl  in  relieving 
the  atfection  of  the  breath.  . 

**  Althongh  the  foregoing  treatment  seems  very  obvionsly  mdicat- 
^  yet  it  is  of  subordinate  efficacy,  without  a  prompt  and  active  ex- 
Ubition  of  calomel,  with  small  doses  of  antJmoni^  powder.  It  would 
appear  tl»at  the  lungs  arc  eminendy  relieved,  both  with  regard  to  the 
orocoas  secretion  and  oppression  of  the  breath,  and  the  fever  nuti«> 
gated,  not  only  from  the  common  purgative  effects  of  the  ancunoinal 
combined  with  the  mercnrial,  which  are  often  copioos,  bat  from  an 
evident  excitement  of  the  hepatic  fttnccion,  which  is  plainly  indicated 
by  the  evacuattons.^  (p-  244.) 

We  regard  the  author's  direcdon,  however,  to  afflurd  a  sparing 
allownnce  of  dilaent  drink,  **  which  would  have  a  tendent^  to 
fill  the  stomach  and  blood- vessels*  and  thereby  increase  the  dif- 
ficulty of  the  blood's  circulating  through  the  lungs, "  as  a  piece 
cf  nuJ-pracUcc  -rcsuliing  from  a  piece  of  worse  theory. 

We  lave  extended  eur  quotations  upon  this  point  to  a  loigth 
which  aHow  us  no  room  to  speak  of  the  remaining  parts  of  this 
volume;  but  in  general  they  are  of  a  coinmon|M6e characteff 
and  require  no  particular  notice.  The  author  introduces  hydro- 
cephalus in  tl>e  chapter  of  diseases^  of  dentition  ;  an  arrange- 
ment which  wec4innot  approvoT  and  in  treating  of  the  purulent 
o^>hthalinia  of  infants,  be  takes  no  notice  of  the  cause  to  which 
it  has  been  asoiibed,  we  are  disposed  to  beUeve  with  correctness, 
by  Mr  Gibson. 

The  style  of  this  work  is  somewhat  inflated,  and  often  incor- 
rect f  and  where  the  author  found  such  words  as,  topopuiarixe 
(p.  fJU.),  and  (U:sivt*'gruivd  (p,  lOG),  we  cannot  concave. 
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IV. 

• 

An  Inquiry  hdo  the  nature  and  came  qf  the  Resp^  or  that  disease 
'Thick  is  so  destructive  among  Sheep^  especially  Lambfiogs^  on  being 
first  put  to  Cole- keeping ;  mth  proposals  for  publishing  by  sub- 
scriptiot^^  a  Uecipe^  containing  directions  jeffectually  t0  prevent 
and  cure  the  Resp^  and  to  proniote  the  incrvasf^d  safety  qf  Colet 
and  Turnip-feeding  Sheep  thrmghoui  the  year.  Peterborough, 
1811.     pp.69. 

"VText  to  the  diseases  of  the  humpn  species,  those  of  our  do- 
-*-^  mestic  animals  interest  ns  the  most  \  and  as  so  little  of  vjilue* 
is  written  conoerning  them,  we  gladly  receive  every  publication 
from  which  any  information  may  be  extracted.  The  object  of 
this  before  us,  is  to  get  jfoe  hundred  guineas  for  communicating 
to  the  subscrib.ers  a  nostrum  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  the- 
resp.  The  nature  of  the  specific  is  of  course  not  disclosed  here, 
nor  are  we  "^^jy  anxious  to  learn  it;  but  tjils  pamphlet  dontainsf 
what  to  us  appears  infinitely  more  valuable^  ah  apparently  accu- 
rate descriptj^pn  of  centain  diseases  to  which  sne^  are  liable 
^hen  fed  upon  cole  or  turnips. 

The  nomenclature  of  veterinary  nosology  is  still  a  mere  chaos  5 
and  accordingly  we  are  here  told,  that  three  diseases,  \i  not 
more,  of  which  shepp  die  at  cole-teeding,  go  under  the  general 
name  o( garget  j  viz.  garget^  properly  86  called,  the  resp,  and  the 
blood'Striiing, 

The  first  our  author  considers  as  a  local  disea.«!e. 

•  -  ■         '  '  ' 

*'  The  garget  ip  she^  i^  a  mortification  which  al.ways  appear!:  to^ 
QT^inate  in  the  thicks  fiesh}',  or  muscular  parts  of  the  aiuiiial  body ; 
and  is  occasioned  (ab  externo)  by  some  hurt  or  injury  sustained.  It. 
happens  more  frequently  at  cole-k»eping,  only  because  the  animals 
are  in  a  state  of  continual  plethora.^  It  may  be  caused  by  roughly' 
handling;  by  a  sudden  fright,  and  leaping^  or  running;  by  an  hcci- 
dcntal  strain,  being  partly  casty  and  struggling  hard  to  get  on  their- 
legs  ;  ♦  by  napping  their  wool ;  and,  especially,  by  rubbing,  to  which 
they  are  very  much  addicted ;  and  at  cole  keeping,  so  much  so,  that 
Che  inner  bars  of  the  gate  which  closes  the  field  are  always  bright-' 

ened  by  it.     If  there  be  a  knot  on  one  of  these  bars,  or  a  splinter  ; 

■   ■■    ~ -  ■  •-   —  —  -  ■- — ...  - .-  > 

•  «•  This  is  ^n  accident  which  minjt  freqvently  happen  unseen  of  any ;  though 
fbee^  getting  cast  (that  is,  overthrown  by  rubbing  on  the  lair^  and  incumbered  so 
mudi  m  their  wool  that  iiey  cau't  get  up)  Mrill  not  be  readily  undefstood  in  kome 
|lfft9  of  the  lungdum. " 
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or  if  any  tnrs,  hnrdles,  or  ston,  to  make  an  orckwwal  poi^  stand 
ao  that  tbe  meep  can  rub  their  hinder  parts  Mguami,  the  bars  of  thena 
endtrtie*  diey  are  the  occasion  of  more  danger ;  and  dieae  ciimu*" 
stances  ought  to  be  sedulouslj  prevented  in  fields  of  cole. 

^  f f  a  Aeep  be  loond  in  an  earlj  period  of  this  disease,  and 
shmghtered,  tt  may  be  seen  where  the  disease  commenced,  and  how 
far  it  has  proceed^ :  jnst  so  far  the  floh  will  be  black  and  stinking ; " 
nod  the  other  parts  **  are  slwajrs  found  of  a  healthy  and  natural  co- 
loor,  clean  to  the  eye,  and  sometimes  eatable.  The  bowds,  in  all 
tiiese  cases*  mre  perfectly  sound.  '* 

'*  But  if  tiie  sheep  remain  lon|^,  and  be  nearly  dead  before  it  be 
slaughtered,  the  haweh  wifi  be  diseased  also,  as  fiu*  as  the  disorder 
has  progressed.  Of  course,  if  the  disease  began  behind  (which  it 
usually  does,  because  sheep  cannot  rub  diemsdres  with  so  much  force 
in  any  other  direction)  they  will  lire  longer  dian  if  it  begin  on  the 
ahouldcr,  the  origin  being  farther  from  the  vital  parts. 

'<  Lastly,  if  the  sheep  be  quite  dead  when  found,  «id  if  it  died 
In  the  niglit  and  had  lain  long,  the  carcase  is  excessively  swolleo, 
putrid,  and  extremely  fetid.  A  bloody  froth  is  also  found  at  the  nos^ 
trils ;  and  evident  marks,  on  the  ground,  of  the  animal  having  strug- 
gled violently.  These  are  the  characteristics  of  ^i^cf.  But  it  ought 
to  be  further  remarked,  that  the  smell  of  garget  is  peculiar,  and  al- 
ways the  same,  whether  the  sheep  die  from  a  known  injury  or  a  pro- 
bable one ;  and  ewes  which  die  (^  this  disease  at  yeaning  time  have 
the  same  fetor.  ** — **  Fat  sheep  also  are  known  to  die  from  very  slight 
hurts ;  and  the  smell  and  i^pearance  are  always  the  same  as  when 
they  die  of  garget  from  an  tmknown  cause. " 

If  this  view  of  tbe  disease  be  correct,  our  auAor^s  inferences 
sre  indisputable.  No' cure  is  to'be  attempted  9  but,  tbe  moment 
the  disease  is  discovered,  the  sheep,  being  fiit,  is  to  be  daughter- 
«d.  On  the  other  hand,  much  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  pre- 
vention, by  removing  everything  which  may  cause  misduef,  and 
by  never  penning  cole-feeding  sheep  with  a  dog. 

Blood'StriJcingn'^DuTing  the  roiadle  and  latter  periods  of  cole* 
feeding,  very  heavy  losses  are  frequently  sustained  by  a  disease, 
concerning  which  our  author  is  only  able  to  inform  us,  that, 
from  its  symptoms  and  sudden  fatality,  he  considers  it  as  a  san- 
guineous apoplexy,  or  coup  dt  sang^  arising  from  excessive  ple- 
thora. In  conformity  with  this  opinion,  he  recommends  that  all 
cole-feeding  sheep  sliould  be  bled  wlien  they  have  been  a  month 
Or  thereabouts  at  the  keeping. 

Resp  is  tbe  particular  subject  of  this 'inquiry,  and,  though 
often  confounded  witlf  the  two  preceding  diseases,  it  is  in  no 
respect  whatsoever  related  to  them.  It  affects  sheep,  especially 
young  ones,  on  being  first  put  to  keeping  that  is  extremely  suc^ 
«:Mlcnt,  QX-QXi  removing  them  from  poor  land  and  scopty  keepinj^ 
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to  a  rich  ond/rannel  pasture,  or  to  clover-oddish ;  bnt  it  is  espe* 
ciaUy  dangerous  and  fatal  at  cole.  It  is  universaHy  observed, 
that  a  few  days  after  putting  sheep  to  cole,  they  exhibit  signs  of 
sickness,  and  refuse  their  food  for  some  time,  or  eat  it  sparing- 
ly; look  thin,  and  betray  symptoms  of  anxiety  and  restless- 
ness. Hiey  fret,  pine,  and  pace  round  the  fiel^  and  bleat,  till 
at  length  they  get  it  aoer^  and  begin  to  do  well.  In  this  state  they 
are  all  slightly  aflected  with  the  resp*  The  symptoms,  in  its  se- 
vere degree,  are  more  particularly  described  in  the  following  pas-> 
sages. 

"  It  may  eafily  be  difcovered,  whether  any  of  the  fheep  are  feized  witli 
tbiB  difeafe,  by  driving  the  flock  together  frequently  dnrtng  the  fourtit 
day.  If  there  be  one  affe^ed,  it  will  linger  behind  its  fellows.  It  is  easiw 
\j  caught ;  and  on  examining  the  eyes,  they  will  be  found  to  be  deeply 
tioged  with  a  dirty  and  greeoifli  yellow:— <*if  left,  they  prefendy  lie 
down  and  appear  dull  and  heavy.  Shortly  after,  if  a  perfon  goes  to  them, 
they  will  get  up  unwillingly,  and  walk  /lowly  away,  ftraining  often  to 
flale  without  being  able.  In  another  (hort  interval,  they  muft:  be  forced^ 
or  helped,  to  rife;  and  then  they  will  generally  dale  blood  in  fmall  quan- 
titiesy  but  quickly  lie  down  again,  and  gather  their  feet  under  them ;  or 
rather. they  drop  down  upon  the  belly.  The  ftupor  increafes,  and  the 
bead  totters ;  they  betray  great  anxiety,  and  hang  their  ears,  or  draw  * 
them  backwards ;  their  eyes  are  (hut,  and  the  nofe  refts  on  the  ground ; 
Thus  they  die,  without  any  froth  at  the  noftrils,  and  they  never  druggie 
at  aU. " 

Our  author  has,  in  every  instance,  found  the  first  dead  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourth  day ;  and  the  loss  sometimes  amounts  to 
fifteen  or  twenty  in  the  hundred.  The  appearances  on  dissection 
are  thus  described— 

**  On  driving  the  (heep  togetheron  the  fourth  morning,  if  one  amongft 
themlinger  behind  its  fellows;  if  it  were  upon  its  feet,  and  not  perceived 
to  be  ill  before  the  driving  commenced;  and  laftly,  if  it  take  a  good  run 
to  catch  it ;  let  it  be  inftantly  flaughtered,  and  the  whole  carcafe  will  be 
found  more  or  lefs  yellow.  The  whole  mafs  of  blood  will  be  found  black 
and  thick  (grumous),  flowing  very  little  after  the  knife;  but  all  the  visce- 
ra will  be  perfedly  lound,  excepting  only  the  milt  (fpleen)  which  will  be 
fwoUen,  black,  and  rotten.  From  this  period,  as  they  feldom  live  four 
hours;  and,  when  dead,  as  the  whole  of  the  infide  is  entirely  putrid  (though 
the  outfide  undergoes  no  further  change),  it  will  eafily  be  conceived  that 
the  progrefs  of  the  difcafe  is  rapid  from  one  vifcus  to  another.  The  liver 
is  next  feized,  and  then  the  kidneys.  From  the  kidneys,  the  inflamma- 
tion extends,  as  if  by  contadi,  to  the  fat  which  covera  them,  and  from 
thence  to  the  fmaller  vifdera. 

"  While  the  fpleen  only  is  a&e£led,  the  bladder  is  remarkably  flirunk 
up  (corrugated),  and  contains  not  a  drop  of  fluid ;  but  as  foon  as  the  inflam* 
mation  proceeds  to  the  kidneys,  the  bladder  (contrary wife)  becomes  ex-^ 
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tfvmclyrditnJIy^'ahd  begm  to  fill  with  t  bla'cktfli  and  bloody  urine : 
This  ii  an  invariable  fymptom ;  fo  that  this  dxfedie  might  with  exad  pro- 
'luriety  be  called  red  waters  if  that  term  had  been  applied  to  the  urine; 
but  it  ii  redri^ed  to  red»  water  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  belly  when  the 
ihecp  are  dead. 

*<  The  contents  of  the  stomach  are  fuperabundant,  and  frothy;  the 
feces  are  deeply  coloured,  hut  the  bowels  are  not  a/ways  coftive.  The 
difeafe  is  pritnarily  of  the  other  pttifage ;  and  feems  to  take  place,  because 
the  blood  cannot  let  fall  its  urinous  parts. " 

In  kttenrpting  to  ascertain  the  identity  of  these  diseases,  witk 
those  described  in  the  TranaaiCtioos  of  the  Hig^ikBd  Soci^y^  as 
coromoft  in  Scotland,  we  become  fully  seDsiUe  how  defective 
JOQT  knowledge  of  the  subject  still  is ;  and,  at  the  sam^  tinie^ 
we  can?Kit  but  be  strudc  with  the  interesting  field  for  obsecva- 
-iion,  which  a  more  accurate  investigation  of  the  diseases  of  do* 
jnestic  animaia  affvirds.  In  the  first- place,  the  decided  efi&cts  (^ 
different  kind^  of  food,  and  of  alteration  of  temperature  upon 
ihe  health  of  sheep,  is  worthy  of  observation,  and  may  serve  to 
illustrate  some  common  diseases  of  the  hutiian  body,  the  origin 
of  which  has  hitheito  escaped  our  attention ;  and,  in  the  second 
jplace,  it  enables  us  to  trace  the  prepress  of  the  morbid  altera- 
tions of  structure  connected  with  the  disease,  and  even  to  de- 
tect their  very  commencement,  a  circumstance  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  discovering  the  cause,  and  of  whicli  we  cannot 
take  advantage,  in  improving  our  knowledge  of  human  patholo- 
gy. We  recommend  the  following  paragraph  to  the  attention 
of  country  practitioners,  whose  situation  enables  them  to  profit 
fcyit. 

**  It  has  been  formerly  reoomaiendjed*  by  a  gentleman,  eminent  in  a- 
gricultural  fcirnce,  to  eftablifh  a  fufficient  number  of  cattle  dofiors  re-' 
gularly  tnstrudted,  by  nneans  of  a  fund  railed  for  that  purpofe ;  and  Mr 
Lawrence  has  iince  detailed  a  plan  of  fuch  a  fociety.  But  if  this 
fliould  ever  be  carried  into  effect,  (which  there  is  great  reafon  to  doubt), 
the  firft  obje^  fhould  be,  not  to  cure,  but  to  flaughter  certain  of  the 
difeafed  animals,  and  dificd^  them.  Veterinary  medicine  has  been  hi- 
therto content  to  borrow  a  few  hints  of  doubtful  application,  from  her 
elder  lifter ;  but  if  the  method  here  recommended  was  adopted,  fhe 
^ight  probably  pay  back  the  obligation  with  interefl :  And  if  the  fame 
practice  was  poffible  with  refpeft  to  the  human  fubje^l,  medical  fctence 
might  make  more  certain  advances  in  one  year,  than  it  has  hitherto  fince 
the  days  of  Esculapius.  The  difference  between  fubje6^s  dying  of  dif- 
eafe and  thofe  fiaughtered  in  the  progrefs  of  it,  is  material  to  accurate 
observation.  *' 

•  u  It  is  relaxed  so  taudi,  that  it  would  hold  two  or  three  times  as  much  as  tbere 
.is  found  in  it.  It  is  also  senu-traaspvdnt,  and  th«  high  colour  of  the  urine  may  be 
'Jistinctly  per ceivid  through  itr " 
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ClMipte  dftirurgicafe^  ou  Memoires  et  Observations  de  Ckiruvffe 
Gitiique^  et  sur  d^aUtres  objets  relattfs  a  ^Art  de  Gwrir,  Par 
Ph.  Pelletan,  Chiritrgien  Consultant  de  L.  L.  MM,  J  J.  el 
R.,  Chevalier,  Membre  de  la  Legion  d'Honneur,  CUifurgien 
en  Chef  de  V  Hotel  Dieu,  Professeur  de  Cliaique  Chu  urgicdle, 
&c.  &c-  &c.  S  Tomes,  8vo.     Pari»>  1810. 

A  PTER  glancing  our  eyes  over  the  title-page  of  this  new  worfs, 
-^  and  examintTig  the  preface  and  tflMe  of  contents,  we  sait 
down,  according  to  the  custom  of  critics,  to  the  task  of  self-e»- 
amination, — for  we  then  consider  ourselves  qualified  to  disediA 
how  maefa  the  author  has  added  tt>  our  original  stock  of  ideas. 
The  honourable  situations  which  are  held  by  M.  Pdletan,  point 
oat  the  sources  of  extensive  experience  in  surgery  f  and  we  are 
told,  that  lie  has  been  forty  years  in  practice,  fiftees  of  which 
he  has  passed  as  senior  surgeon  of  a  large  hospitsl.  Time^  how- 
ever, has  xipposite  efiecte  npon  opposite  characters.  Instead  of 
expanding  and  enlarging  this  cliliical  professor's  mfnd,  it  9eem» 
to  have  shriveHed  mid  contracted  his  original  capacity;  ahd  the 
precepts  and  example  of  Moraitd,  Dessauit,  Sabbatter,  and  Cho^ 
part,  have  only  made  him  unubuaHy  conceited,  to  speak  very  o& 
ten  of  his  own  skills  and  very  contemptuously  of  his  professional 
hretbren.  M*  Pelletan  is  evidently  below  par  in  his  snrgfcal  in^ 
fermatibn,  especially  on  (he  subjects  of  aneurism  and  hernia : 
he  is  probably  esteemed  only  a  second-rate  pracdtioner  at  Paris, 
and  would  certainly  rsenk  vei^  low  iu  this  qpuntry,  if  a  new  cla»- 
fificatlon  of  stirgeons  were  to  be  made,  not  according  to  length 
t>f  year»,  but  depth  of  wisdom.^  In  the  dearth  of  ContineBtal 
publications^  however,  we  are  disposed  to  iadopt  the  tolerating 
maxim  of  Pliny,  ^'  nullum  esse  librum  tarn  malum  ut  non  ex 
aliqui  parte  prodesset;  "  and,  bearing  this  aphorism  in  mind, 
wo  proceed  to  give  an  analysis  of  the  principal  contents  of  these 
ihree  volumes. 

The  first  memoir  is  on  Bronebc^omy,  in  which  M.  Pelletan 
•peaks  from  experience  of  that  operatkHi,  and  of  the  cases  which 
require  tis  peribrmance  f  he  compares  the  longitudinal  opening 
made  by  incision  with  the  transverse  wounds  of  the  trachea 
which  are  frequently  made  by  suicides.  On  this  subject,  the  ex« 
celleftt  memoirs  of  Louisa  in  the  fourth  andfiftii  volumes  of  Mem. 
Acad*  dt  Ghirarg..  could  not  be  passed  ov^r  without  bestowing  a 
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tribute  of  approbation,  in  referrinff  to  those  papers :  Our  autbot 
bad  only  to  follow  the  directions  Uiere  laid  down,  and  to  record 
his  success  in  so  doin^,  to  encourage  others  to  the  same  bold  and 
judicious  practice.  Bronchotomy  is  followed  by  few  inconve- 
niences, and  may  be  performed  with  the  greatest  benefit  in  ma- 
ny cases  of  threatened  suffocation,  from  foreign  bodies  being 
lodged  in  the  windpipe,  and  perhaps  in  some  cases  of  croup 
or  angina.  M.  PeUetah  extracted  in  one  child  a  French-bean, 
which  was  lodged  \jy  the  trachea  $  in  another  case,  the  lower  jaw 
of  a  mackerel ;  and  in  a  third,  a  button,  with  complete  success^ 
An  unfortunate  case  is  related  of  a  flint  stone  slipping  into  the 
larynx  of  a  child,  which  terminated  fatally,  in  consequence  of  the 
operation  being  too  long  delayed,  before  the  precise  cause  of  the 
diild^s  sufferings  was  discovered.  The  mode  of  operating  adopt- 
ed, is  to  divide  the  trachea  between  the  th3rroid  cartibge  and 
annular  portion  of  the  cricoid,  by  a  bold  longitudinal  inci^ion^ 
He  has  found  no  difficulty  in  healing  the  wound  of  the  cartilages^ 
and  never  saw  a  case  where  the  opening  idid  not  dose  speedily 
after  the  Operation ;  whilst  the  transverse  wounds  inflicted  by  sitf* 
cides  always  heal  slowly;  and,  in  more  than  half  the  cases  which 
(XNmr,  are  followed  by  violent  haemorrhage,  inflammation,  and 
death.  The  foreign  substance  lodged  in  the  trachea  or  larynx, 
is  generally  forced  out  as  soon  as  an  opening  is  made,  though  it 
aometimes  sticks,  either  from  its  shape  or  situation,  and  must 
then  be  extracted  with  the  finger  or  forceps.  The  voice  is  not 
affected  by  the  operation,  except  when  the  larynx  is  dividai,  in 
which  case  it  remains  hoarse  for  a  oonsideratde  time.  M.  Pelle- 
tan  has  had  no  experience  of  the  eflfect  of  bronchotomy  in  croup: 
what  he  says,  therefore,  on  that  subject,  is  merdy  speculative. 
It  is  difiicuJt  to  seize  the  exact  period  in  dangerous  cases  of  croup, 
when  bronchotomy  is  likely  to  save  the  patient's  life  i  for  whilst 
expectcNri^ion  is  free,  it  is  unnecessary;  and  when  sufibcation  is 
threatened  from  the  inflammation  extending  along  the  brohchis, 
it  must  be  usdess.  Hie  following  case  will  point  out  the  sym-' 
ptoms  indicating  the  operation,  to  prevent  suffocation,  and  the 
speedy  relief  which  it  affords. 

Obs.  2. — **  In  the  month  of  May,  1798,  a  child,  three  years  oH,  was 
brought  to  the  Hotel  Dien,  who  had  been  playing  vnth  some  French 
beans>  and  in  putting  them  in  its  mouth  one  had  slipped  into  the  wind« 
pipe.  The  child  had  coughed  incessantly  for  three  days,  and  some- 
times seemed  in  imminent  danger  of  being  suffocated^  This  time  had 
been  spent  in  giving  emetics,  introducing  instruments  into  the  ceso« 
phagus^  under  pretence  of:  forcing  the  foreign  substance  to  pass  inta^ 
the  stomach,  and  in  inspiripg  the  parents  with  a  dangerous  degree  of 
confidence  founded  on  the  intervals  of  repose  which  the  child  exp^ 
f  ienced,  but  during  which  it  kept  making  a  rattling  noise  in  its  throat 
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a  characteristic  sign  of  the  complaint.  I  resolved  instantly  to  pef^ 
^orm  th^  operation  of  bronchotomy.  The  child  was  very  fat :  this 
circumstance,  added  to  the  small  diameter  of  the  trachea  at  this  age^ 
rendered  the  laying  bare  the  anterior  part  of  the  canal  difficult.  How- 
ever the  rings  of  the  trachea  were  divided  ;  and  there  was  hardly  any 
perceptible  interval  between  the  incision,  and  the  expulsion  of  the 
foreign  substance.  The  bean  had  become  swelled,  and  increased  in 
size,  from  maceratioui  The  child  seemed  to  be  restored  to  life ;  it 
spoke  freely :  a  small  quantity  of  blood,  which  fell  into  the  trachea^ 
produced  coughing,  which  in  turn  threw  the  blood  out  again.  This 
circumstance  has  the  appearance  of  convulsion,  and  may  alarm  per-^ 
sons  not  accustomed  to  it ;  but  it  is  the  guarantee  of  the  patient's  life, 
by  expelling  constantly,  and  without  difficulty,  whatever  gets  into  th0 
canal  of  respiration*  After  half  an  hour  had  elapsed,  I  brought  the 
edges  of  the  wound  together  :  they  were  kept  in  contact  by  proper 
bandages ;  the  wound  suppurated,  and  was  cured  in  twenty  days.  The 
child's  voice  did  not  remain  sensibly  altered.  **     p.  5« 

Anearism  is  the  subject  of  several  memoirs^  both  in  the  first 
and  second  volume  of  these  clinical  observations.  Several  case^. 
of  internal  aneurisms  are  described,  to  show  how  formidable  and 
full  of  danger  these  diseases  are ;  and  yet  that  they  are  suscep- 
tible, not  only  of  being  relieved,  but  sometimes  of  being  even 
cored,  by  copious  and  repeated  blood-letting  from  the  arm, /by 
the  application  of  leeches,  by  rigid  abstinence,  by  rest,  and  by 
applying  ice,  and  cold  and  astringent  lotions  to  the  enlarged  aor- 
ta, according  to  the  plan  of  treatment  proposed  by  Valsalva^ 
Three  patients  with  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  were  permanently* 
cured  by  this  method ;  one  case  was  greatly  relieved }  but  the  dis- 
ease returned  the  following  year,  in  consequence  of  the  patient's 
return  to  bis  former  intemperate  habits.  In  anothei'  case,  the  tu- 
mour and. dilatation  ^as  removed  from  the  origin  of  the  aorta^ 
but  recurred  in  anotuer  part  of  that  vessel  lower  dotitrn.  *  Those 
cases  which  were  unsusceptible  of  cure,  are  said  to  have  been 
relieved  by  the  measures  pursued,  with  different,  degrees  of  suc-^ 
cess,  in  .fourteen  instances  of  internal  aneurisms  $  and  one  case 
ef  aneurism  of  the  axillary  artery,  is  mentioned  as  being  cured 
by  this  regimen,  which  M.  Pelletan  considered  a  hopeless  case^ 
not  admitting  of  any  assistance  from  a  surgical  operation.  Tlie 
plan  of  treatment  appears  very  severe,  and  would  probably  he 
reluctantly  submitted  to  by  the  class  of  patients  who  are  most 
subject  to  aneurism  of  the  aorta.  Some  of  these  patients  lost 
nine  ounces  of  blood  in  a  morning,  and  six  ounces  in  the  even- 
ing, for  several  successive  days ;  at  we  same  time  they  were  debar- 
red from  taking  any  thin^  more  than  diluting  liquids :  in  this  re- 
spect,  it  is  worthy  of  observation  to  notice  to  what  extent  the 
system  of  depletion  may  be  carried  with  impunity,  and  eveni 
with  advant^e. 

VOL.  VIII.   NO.  30#  ^ 
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We  proceed  but  21  few  paged  in  the  memoir  6ti  papHtseal  atb- 
eurism,  before  we  find  the  author  commeDciog  an  attack  upon 
John  Hunter;  the  masterly  suggestion  of  that  eminent  sur^eon^ 
to  tie  up  the  artery  in  the  thigh,  to  avoid  the  diseased  portion  of 
the  artery  near  the  aneurismiu  sac,  is  not  regarded  or  understood 
by  M.  Pelletan;  and  he  views  the  applause  so  justly  bestowed  pa 
that  proposal  with  a  "v^rj  unfavourable  eye.  But,  althoi^h  be 
hesitates  not  to  find  fault  with,  and  to  reject  Hunter's  mode  of 
operating,  his  reproach  is  entirely  unsttfqM)rted  by  physiolcMical^ 
practical,  or  indeed  by  any  other  arguments*  He  contents  iitin« 
self  with  triumphing  in  the  failure  of  two  cases,  erroneousiy  said 
to  have  been  operated  upon  after  Hunter's  method,  although  the 
tumor  in  the  ham  was  most  injudiciously  opened^  and  the  pa^* 
tients  were  allowed  to  dhs  from  secondary  hsemorrhage,  in  C(hi« 
sequence  of  the  ignorance  and  prejudice  of  the  I^enck  sur-' 
geons.  Whilst  speaking  of  employing  two  ligatures,  and  divide 
ing  the  artery  between  them^  M.  Pelletan  does  condescend  to* 
tip^Tove  that  mode: — this  idea,  he  says,  has  been  attributed  tcr 
some  surgeon  or  other  of  the  present  day,  (a  je  ne  saisqud  chi^ 
rurfften  de  ces  derniers  temps);  but  he  remembers  Tenon  spoiie' 
positively  on  this  point  forty  years  ago,  and  urged  the  use  of  it* 
Why  then  was  it  not  practised  at  the  Hotel  IMea  by  M.  F^Hetai> 
and  nis  colleagues  ?  The  excuse  finr  this  omission  is  poor  and  in- 
eonsistent: — the  author  appears  to  have  learnt  the  advantages  of 
emploving  two  ligatures,  and  dhrj^ng  the  Vessel  since  he  per-*' 
formed  his  clumsy  operations ;  he  probably  got  bis  iuformatioil 
from  Mauiioir's  neat  Uttie  essay  on  this  very  question. 

The  '  Observations  on  tumors  remarkableji/r  th^  situation  and 
their  nature, '  contain  several  curious  cases  $  the  purport  of  theic^ 
history  is  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  early  extirpation.  On  sy*^ 
philis,  M.  Pelletan  holds  many  heterodoxical opinions,  and  he  mur 
given  some  extraordinary  proofe  of  them :  he  thinks  the  venereal 
virus  may  remain  latent  in  the  constitution  for  twenty  years ;  and. 
although  the  parents  be  free  from  seccmdary  symptoms^  their 
children  become  sheeted  in  a  way  which  soon  proves  fatal,  un-^ 
Jess  preparations  of  mercury  are  administered..  Solution  of  cor« 
Tosive  sublimate  is  the  remedy  employed  by  oiir  author  upon  all- 
occasions,  he  says,  with  invariable  success  r«-^he  gives  it  only 
in  small  doses,  and  only  for  a  short  time.  This  preparation  of 
mercury  is  frequently  administered  at  Paris,  along  with  two  cele* 
brated  qusick  xnedicines,  le  strop  de  Cuisinier  and  lerobde  Z^o^c- 
ieuTy  which  are  composed  of  a  decoction  of  sarsapariUa,  white  rose 
leaves,  and  other  vegetables.  These  extraordinary  cases,  as  they' 
are  termed,  resemble  those  pseudo-syphilitic  diseases  which  are 
not  apparently  known  by  the  surgeons  at  Paris  to  exist,  althoughr 
ibey  have  been  so  ably  pointed  out  by  the  surgeons  of  Londont 
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The  first  volume  concludes  with  a  memoir  on  forensic  medicinef 
or  medical  jurisprudence^  as  it  is  more  usually  called «  in  which 
the  author  has  delivered  some  good  remarks  upon  several  import- 
ant cases,  which  were  brought  before  coroners,  juries,  and  ma-- 
gistrates.  Having  no  time  now  left  for  for  entering  upon  the 
discussion  of  these  topics,  we  shall  pass  on. 

The  second  vohime  contains  the  Professor's  observations  upon 
particular  aneurisms ;  and  he  arrogates  to  himself  the  discovery 
of  a  new  species  of  this  disease,  the  nature  pi  which  he  has  en- 
tirely mistaken,  and  has  placed  among  those  affections  of  the 
arteries,  to  which  it  does  not  belong.  The  case  is  decidedly  one 
of  Fungus  Hamatodes;  but  M.  Pelfetan  insists  on  its  being  what 
ie  is  pleased  tt>  designate  cm  aneurism  by  erosion^  oi*  the  aneurism 
of  Pott,  It  does  indeed  resemble  a  case  related  by  Pott  as  one 
of  the  diseases  of  the  limb  requiring  amputation,  but  which  that 
able  writer  confesses  himself  at  a  loss  how  to  name,  (vide  Pott's 
Works,  Vol.  III.) ;  and  it  is  like  other  cases  described  by  Abet- 
nethy,  Wardrop,  Burns,  and  Hey.  The  ktiowledge  recently  ac- 
q^ired  of  this  disestse,  does  not  seem  lo  hav6  enlightened  the  sur- 
geons at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  either  by  reading  or  reflection.  The  first 
case  decribed  by  our  author,  is  a  tumor  on  the  fore-arm,  whic^ 
was  opened  and  healed  three  successive  times,  and  at  length  the 
limb  was  amputated.  Several  surgeons  attended  this  patient,  anil 
disputed  about  the  nature  of  the  disease,  without  coming  to  any 
clearer  notion  of  it.  In  the  second  case  (for  two  ^re.here  retated 
circumstantially^  and  at  great  length),  the  .tumor  was :  seated  in 
the  thigh;  it  was  opened,  and  then  extirpated;  and  then  tuber- 
cles and  haemorrhage  sprouted  out,  which  led  this  sagacious  ope- 
rator to  tie  the  femoral  arterv  in  three  different  places,  at  three 
different  times,  till  at  last  the  inevitable  consequences  were  ixir 
duced^  mortification  and  death.  Not  the  slightest  mark  of  dis- 
ease could  be  detected  in  any  of  the  bl6od- vessels  of  the  limb'; 
nor  had  they  any  communication  with' the  cyst  of  the  tumor;  yet 
this  exotic  will  persist  in  calling  it  a  new  aneurism. 

In  the  'memoirs  on  ecckymosisy  hceinorrhages^  physiology ^  di$^ 
eases  of  the  hearty  amjmtation^  find  hernia^  we  find  nothing  new, 
nothing  to  attract  attention.  In  truth,  the  last  of  these  subjects  has 
been  of  late  years  handled  by  the  first  masters  of  our  art;  and  our 
treatises  display  a  skill,  and  labour,  and  research,  which  will  loirg 
be  tpiled  after,  with  vain  emulation,  by  the  panting  professors  of 
the  j)reseQC  continental  schools  of  surgery.  Be  it  uaderstood, 
however,  that  we  put  in  a  saving  clause  for  Scarpa's  work  ofi 
Hernia,  in  five  numbers  folio,  which  we  have  only  seen  advertis- 
ed for  sale  at  the  publishers  of  M.  Pallctan's  work,  in  the  Palais- 
Royal.  We  shall  endeavour  to  get  it,*  to  compare  wi^h  our  own 
fipleadid  folios. 
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PART  IIL 

MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE, 


lUport  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Public  DispensarVj  (near 
Carey^Street)^  London^  from  Nov.  30, 1811,  to  Feb.  29,  1812. 


Acute  Disrates, 

-,  ,    ,  No.  of  Cfwes.  I 

Febrif     .     .     ,    .  iq 


post  partum 
Cjmanche  tonsillaris 

^^ • •  trachealis 

Catarrhus    .     .     . 
Weuritis.     . 

Peripneumonia 

,Z    •""■^ —      —  notha 
Fertussi,      .     .     . 

"ritonltis   .     . 

^/wnteria  .     .     1 


18 
I 
1 
1 

92 
2 

1.5 
1 
8 
2 

18 


No.  of  Cascsk 

Cholera 2 

Rubeola 2 

Scarlatina    .•••••  I 

Roseola  ••..•«.  2 

Erysipelas    ••••••  2 


Febris  infantum 
Hydrocephalus      .     • 
Apoplexia  ^     .     .     . 
Rheumatismus  acutus 
Arthritis  rheumatica 
Abortio  •     •     •     •     ; 


9 

2 
1 

7 
4* 

2 


fJ^phaJasa     .     . 


CHROVte  DiSRJSSS. 
No,  of  Cases. 

18 


5 


1 

4 

I 
70 
11 
23 

3 

I 

I 
20 
13 

3 
1 
3 
4 

9 


No.  of  Cases. 

Enterodynta     •     •     •     .     «  11 

Tsnia      .     •     •     ^     .     •     •  1 

Lumbricus 1 

Tumor  abdominis  •     .     •     •  1 

Marasmus 4 

Nephralgia 2 

Hysteralgia 3 

Menorrhagia     .     .     .     •     .  8 

Leucorrhoea      •     .     •     •     •  6 

Amenorrhoea 6 

Hannorrhagia  uteri     •     .     .  2 

Enuresis 1 

Asthenia 12 

Chlorosis I 

Chorea    .     , l 

Timor  hydrophobias  ...  1 

*: Insania  .....  1 

Paralysis      .....    ^  $ 
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Chronic  Diseases  continued* 


No.  of  Cases. 

Hysteria 4 

Rbeumat.  chron 17 

Hemicrania  rheumat.     •    •  1 

Pleurodyne 1 

Lumbago 1 

Phlegmatia  dolens     •     •    •  2 

Anasarca    «    •    ^     .     .    «  1 

Ascites   ..•««••  2 

Hydrothorax 2 

Hydrops  tot.  corporis     «    •  3 

■'               ovarii     •     •    •    .  1 


No.  of  Cases, 

Scrofala 4i 

Lichen 9 

Prurigo -  4f 

Psoriasis 4 

Erythema  tuberosum     «    «  1 

Urticaria ^  i 

Herpes        1. 

Rupia •    •  1 

Impetigo 1 

Porrigo •  10 

Scabies  «««.««•  14 


The  winter  has  been,  on  the  whole,  mild,  but  variable.  Du« 
ring  the  first  three  weeks  of  December,  the  thermometer  was 
sometimes  above  50**,  and  seldom  below  40**,  with  the  wind 
varying  between  NW.  and  SW.  and  frequent  light  rains.  At 
Christmas  there  was  a  fall  of  snow,  which  lay  two  days,  and  it 
continued  frosty  for  a  week.  Tlie  month  of  January  was  gene- 
rally cloudy  and  foggy:  some  snow  fell  on  the  4th  and  5th,  and 
a  heavy  fall  occurred  on  the  7th,  On  the  10th,  so  dense  a  fog 
hung  over  the  metropolis  the  greater  part  ci  the  <lay,  thai,  evea 
in  toe  open  streets  and  squares,  it  was  necessary  to  use  candles. 
Same  clear  mild  days  occurred  about  the  middle  of  this  months 
which  were  followed  by  a  few  days  of  slight  frost.  In  February 
the  rains  have  been  frequent,  and  sometimes  very  heavy,  and  ac- 
companied with  gales  ot  wind  from  the  SW. 

The  list  q(  <]iseases  affords  very  little  occasion  for  remark. 
During  the  whole  of  the  three  months,  the  number  of  catarrhal 
affections  has  been  considerable,  and  nearly  uniform;  but  no 
other  tribe  of  diseases,  on  which  the  reason  of  the  year  had  any 
influence,  has  presented  itself.  There  has  been  no  epidemic ; 
the  contagions  appear  to  have  been  nearly  dormant;  and  typhoid 
fevers  have  been  equally  rare.  The  febrile  diseases,  included 
under  the  first  artide  in  the  list,  have  been  moderate  and  short 
in  their  duration,  and  have  terminated  well;  the  sensorium  hav- 
ing seldom  been  observed  to  be  affected,  nor  the  heat  of  the  skiQ 
to  be  much  augmented.  A  brief  administration  of  diaphoretics 
and  purgatives,  with  an  antiphlogi&tic  dieXp  i^as  appeared  to  com- 
prise all  tlie  requisite  treatment. 

The  two  ,ca«es,  set  down  UAder  !t!he  head  of  Roseola,  were  fe- 
brile diseases,  and  one  of  them  was  of  considerable  severitv  and 
duration.  In  both  these  instances  the  rash  appeared  on  the  se«^ 
cund  day  of  fever,  and  continued  beyend  the  ninth  day,  the  fe- 


/ 


^^Portqftki  Care^Sirrei  nUfitmanf. 


row  em^J  r  ''^'"'j'^nce  to  that  of  rubecia,  consistiDg  of  nome- 
minated  7.^,  *•  ^  elevated  spots,  of  a  pale  red  colour,  not  acu- 
tf^ou^'hlr^^^^^^  fiice,^t;emitu4l    and   trvmk;  but,  al- 

the  meaiiU  i!      ^""^  confluent,  not  forraing  into  crescents,  like 


'•^in  was  exc^H^^  "^e  whole  period  of  great  general  distress;  the 

•Wcrable    nnH  /i!"^^  ^^*»  although  tl>e  perspirattons  were  con- 

9th  d«y  the  er.    ♦' ""^  J^"®  ®^^"  *  tendency  to  delirium.     Ob  the 

^"**^l  but  she  r!7rP^^  ^^  disappear,  and  the  ferer  to  dimi- 

•^^1  recovered    j     /^"^  ^"  «  state  of  great  debility  and  languor, 

pi'lncipally  eninl  ^  V     ^"'•gatives,  diaphoretics,  and  acids  were 

«P«itnient     th    ^^  i   ^  "'"^  ^^  ^*  probable  that  a  cooler  bed  and 

^'ould  hnve  n   "    '       parents  or  the   girl   chose  to  maintain, 

PttUent,  a  y()u,r^''^'*'/y  «J'eviated  the   complaint,     llie  second 

th^  second  dav^?  ^'"^'^  ^'^'^  eleven  years  of  age,  exhibited  (m 

1  dil}ii)iA   ^..      '^     -    *    lUoderflff"  fk»v#»r_    wfronmnanipd  bv  sickness. 


^«  p^ru  Ih  iiiir^*  J  1  '  ^*  a"  uneven    surface,  the  most  elevat- 

^f »  ^iih  siiAt  K  ^^^  •  ^"  ^^^  *'^"*'*  *«^  ^^^'^  ^^y*  (^^^  ^^ 

^'  ^*^  the  iirnu      '*^^*^^1^  continuing),    a  similar  rash  appear- 
^^    ^^^   Jeirsi    k..       ^*^^'   on  the  sixth   dav,   when   the  eruption 


;vr^ 


^^j^^  ^ — ^ ^,   ^^,...^  she  applied  to 

•  v^^.^  ^K^^^  tr^'^ttfd  wiih  infiu»iun  rosa;  end  magiitsiae 
^  V   ili<  J<xx>ctk)U  of  cinchona   and  sulphuric 

a  considerable  variety,* 

,  and  chit  fly  deserve  to 

*  V  tew  to  tbv  v.lia^uo^ii^  from  the  cbnlagious  erup- 

tAii4  linsi  uivt*5.ic5s^      I  lately  attended  a  case^  ro- 

''*^'  tvi^v     tr  *  *  >-        '^*^'  '^''^^^  uvv>:vicxl  ;»4.vv.i>i  vN  >*  ith  the  specks  of  roseola,  describ- 

^^♦^    '^v.4^''  *v*       ^'•♦*     ci  '"^'^    irvv}..vi  Kv  ovviirrtrd  to  his  ofaberration.     But  it 

^^>«V^*,,^  ^  ^    «  V  ^"^  '^'"  '''^"''  '-^V^  c  »^v,vi-h  all   thvix  varieties.     ThKX  Agreed  with 

'•"^■^       *^N*.    *  '*  »*•'**   wv*t>i.i<v;  v»hurx?sQ^«ce^  x«ricuBlT  igured,  witbotU 

^-^a  ^^\ vvauiiLWU>>. ' ' ^^ OiO,  ill,    i^,^, .^  V [ 


ItXS.    Quarierly  IRqpoart  tfihf  Curey^Stred  hispensary,       S47 

semUing  the  former  of  these  in  appearance,  althoi^  not  in  the 
severity  of  the  concomitant  fever,  which  excited  a  great  alarm  in 
the  family,  from  the  belief  that  it  was  scarlet  fever ;  a  supposi-* 
tioQ  which  was  strengthened  by  the  occurrence  of  a  slight  sore 
throat  But  a  careui}  attention  to  the  form,  distribution,  and 
progress  of  the  eruption,  as  well  as  to  the  concomitant  circum- 
stances, will  generally  enable  an  observer,  accustomed  to  analyze 
those  appearances,  to  decide  promptly  as  to  their  difference  from 
the  contagious  fevers  just  mentioned.  Tlie  causes  of  them  are 
by  no  means  easily  traced :  in  the  latter  of  the  two  cases  above 
-described,  the  disorder  was  supposed  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
having  been  excessively  heated,  by  working  at  a  mangle,  a  week 
hefore  the  symptoms  appeared. 

The  case  entered  under  the  title  of  timor  hydrophobias  occur- 
red in  an  elderly  woman,  who  had  been  bitten  in  the  hand  by  a 
dog,  which  she  was  apprehensive  was  rabid.  She  exhibited  a 
most  extraordinax^  degree  of  mental  agitation,  and  much  irrita- 
hility  both  of  body  and  mind,  which  we  endeavoured  to  pacify 
by  tne  pretence  of  prescribing  a  certain  preventive ;  but  without 
eroct*  She  returned  to  the  Dispensary,  however,  in  the  course 
of  three  days,  perfectly  free  from  inquietude,  in  consequence  of 
the  waund  having  already  healed,  which,  she  conceived,  was  a 
proof  that  no  poison  had  been  inserted  with  the  dog's  tooth. 
Be^brd  BoWy  Feb.  29.  -  T.  B. 


Amokg  the  numer9us  testimonies  of  national  esteem  and  gra- 
titude, which  have  been  transmitted  to  Dr  Jenner  on  account  of 
hh  invaluable  discovery,  the  folio wibg,  vvbich  we  think  has  never 
been  laid  before  the  public,  is  not  the  least  interesting.  His 
treatise  on  vaccination  was  delivered  to  the  council  of  the  Five 
Nations,  by  Mr  Claus,  with  the  following  address ;  and,  in  re^ 
turn,  the  council  presented  him  with  the  letter  which  follows, 
«ccompanie4  by  the  Waqipnm  Belt,  the  usual  token  of  friend- 
ship with  this  people,  which  are  now  in  Dr  Jenner's  possession. 
Our  readers  will  probably  not  deem  any  apology  necessary  for 
introducing  these  documents  to  their  notice. 

Speech  of  William  Claus,  Esq.  Deputy  Superintendant-General 
of  Indian  Afiairs»  to  the  Five  Nntion.s,  assembled  in  council 
at  Fort  George  in  Upper  Canada,  8th  November  1S07. 
.  Brotliers  of  the  Five  Nations, — Early  in  May  last,  His  Excel- 
lency Lieiitenant  Governor  Gore  took  every  possible  meaps  to. 
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{ntroduce  the  vaccine inocalation  among  your  tribes;  but  owing 
to  your  people  being  then  out  on  their  hunt,  it  did  not  take  place. 

When  on  public  business  here  about  a  month  after,  I  spoke  to 
you  again,  and  strongly  recommended  to  your  serious  considera** 
tion,  Uie  introducing  among  your  people  this  valuable  discovery, 
the  want  of  which  you  soon  afterwards  felt  very  severely  in  tne 
loss  of  one  of  your  chiefs,  Oughguaghga  John. 

Brothers, — I  have  now  the  great  satisfaction  to  deliver  you 
a  book  sent  to  you  from  England  by  that  great  man  Dr  Jenner, 
whom  Ood  enabled  to  di<^cover  so  great  a  blessing  to  mankind. 
It  explains  fully  all  the  advantages  derived  from  so  great  a  dis^ 
covery. 

I,  therefore)  Brothers,  at  his  request,  and  in  his  name,  present 
this  book  to  the  Five  Nations,  as  a  token  of  his  regard  for  you 
und  your  rising  generation,  by  which  many  valuable  lives  may 
\}e  preserved  from  that  most  dreadful*  pestilence  the  small-pox, 

A  true  copy.  (Signed)  Wm.  Claus,  P.  S.  G.  I.  A. 


Speech  of  the  Five  Nations  assembled  in  council  at  Fort  George 
•   in  Upper  Canada,  to  Dr  Jenner,  London,  on  the  8th  of  No- 
vember 1S07. 

Present, 
Lieut,  Col.  Proctor,  4 1st  regt.  commanding  the  garrison, 
Wm.  Claus,  Esq.  dept.  superintendant> general,  Indian  affairs, 
Lieut.  Saundersi  4flfit  regt.    Lieut.  Fowler,  41st  regt. 
Ensign  Bullock.        do.         W.  J.  Chew,  storekeeper,  Ind.  dept« 

Brother, — Our  father  ha«  delivered  to  us  the  book  you  sent  to 
instruct  us  how  to  use  the  discovery  which  the  Great  Spirit 
made  to  you,  whereby  the  small-pox,  that  fatal  enemy  of  our 
tribes,  may  be  driven  from  the  earth.  We  have  deposited  your 
book  in  the  hands  of  the  man  of  skill,  whom  our  great  father 
employs  to  attend  us  when  sick  or  wounded. 

We  shall  not  fail  to  teach  our  children  to  speak  the  name  of 
Jenner,  and.  to  thank  the  Great  Spirit  for  bestowing  upon  hin^ 
so  much  wisdom  and  so  much  benevolence. 

We  send  with  this  a  Belt  and  String  of  Wampum,  in  token  of 
pur  acceptance  of  your  precious  gift ;  and  we  beseech  the  Great 
Spirit  to  take  care  of  you  in  this  world  and  in  the  Land  of  Spb 

rits, 
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Chiefs'  Names. 


Dewadtharanegea, 

Dekayonwagegh, 

Aigowane, 

Aunem, 

Cosscouete, 

Ooindaki, 

Caugheaw, 
Ussweghtagebte, 

Sawesyewathaw, 
Eajawgehete, 


Tribes'  Signatures. 


Interpretation  of  the 
Names. 


Nations. 


Two  pointed  arrowg. 


Two  Wampum  belts. 


I 


Mohawks. 


Clear  sky, 


Feather  on  his  head 


Onondagas. 


Moving  a  tree  with  brush' 
and  planting  it.  V  SenecM. 


Town  destroyer, 

Raven, 
Belt  carrier, 

Disturber  of  Sleep, 
Fish  carrier. 


>  Oneidas. 


>  Cayougas. 


An  account  of  a  particular  species  of  Counter-Fracture,  by  Pro- 
fessor Thomson, 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
Professor  Thomson  gave  an  account  of  a  particular  species  of 
counter- fracture^  which  he  had  repeatedly  had  occasion  to  ob- 
serve in  the  examination  of  the  crania  of  persons  dyingio  con-^ 
sequence  of  injuries  of  the  head.  This  is  a  variety  of  counter-' 
fracture,  which  seems  to  be  more  frequent  in  its  occurrence, 
and  more  determinate  in  its  position  than  aAy  of  (.hose  hitherto 
described  by  practical  authors.  It  occurs  in  the  basis  of  the 
cranium,  and  runs  along  that  portion  of  the  temporal  bone, 
which  forms  the  roof  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum,  and  of  the 
meatus  auditorius  externus.  In  some  instances,  it  exists  on  one 
side  only  of  the  head ;  in  others  it  occurs  in  both ;  sometimes 
with,  and  at  other  times  without  a  fracture  of  the  sphenoid  or 
occipital  bones.  The  Professor  illustrated  his  account  of  this 
/ipeciea  of  injury  by  the  detailed  history  of  foorteen  ca^es,  with 
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dissections  taken  partly  from  his  own  practice,  but  chiefly  fircHin 
ifae  Journals  of  the  Royal  Infirmary* 

The  following  are  some  of  the  more  general  results  which  he 
deduced  from  tne  particular  histories  of  the  cases  he  related. 

Istf  That  fracture  at  the  basis  of  the  cranium,  is  an  exceed- 
ingly common  occurrence  from  external  violence  applied  to  the 
posterior,  upper,  and  lateral  parts  of  the  head* 

Qdf  That  this  fracture  usually  runs  across  the  basis  of  the 
cranium,  from  temple  to  temple,  in  that  portion  of  the  temporal 
bone,  which  forms  the  roof  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum,  and 
meatus  auditorius  externus,  where  the  bone  seems  to  be  thinnef 
jand  weaker  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  basis  of  the  cranium. 

Sdt  That  this  varietv  of  counter-fracture  is  usually,  &om  the 
6rst,  accompanied  by  hsemorrhage  from  one  or  both  ears,  by  a 
jgreater  or  less  degree  of  stupor,  and  in  general  also  by  a  dimi- 
nished frequency,  of  the  pulse. 

4t/if  That  the  greatest  number  of  adults  affected  in  this  man- 
ner by  external  violence,  die  of  the  injury  which  they  have  re- 
ceived, some  after  a  period  of  pne^  two»  or  three  days,  and  othera 
not  till  after  a  longer  interval* 

.  St/if  That  in  three  of  the  cases  of  this  species  of  injury  which 
have  come  under  the  notice  of  the  observer,  a  portion  of  the 
brain  was  discharged  along  with  the  blood  from  the  ear,  soon 
nfter  receiving  the  injurv* 

6M,  That  m  all  of  the  fourteen  cases  related,  of  death  suc- 
ceeding to  injuries  of  the  head,  followed  immediately  by  bleed-* 
ing  from  one  or  both  ears,  the  membrana  tympani  has  been 
found  lacerated,  and  the  bone  covering  the  external  and  inter- 
nal cavity  of  the  ear  fractured. 

Itk^  That  the  dura  inater  has  always  been  found  sep^reted 
.more  or  less  in  the  line  cf  (his  fracture,  in  some  instances  lacer- 
jited,  and  in  others  blood  extravasated  between  it  and  the  bone. 

8M,  That  those  portions  of  the  middle  lobes  of  the  brain  which 
lie  over  the  usual  course  of  this  fracture,  are  found  to  exhibit 
'  different  marks  of  injury,  such  as  ecchymosis,  soilness  of  tex- 
ture, loss  of  substance,  and,  in  those  who  survive  the  injury  for 
s  day  or  two^  sometimes  very  evident  marka  of  suppuration* 


Some  AccoutU  of  the  German  Universities^ 
The  old,  and  once  celebrated  universities  of  Germany,  are 
tambiing  into  pieces  like  the  political  institutions  of  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe*  Within  these  last  two  years,  accounts  have 
reached  us,  of  the  univecsities  of  Helmstadt,  Altdorf  and  Rintdn 
having  expired,  and  many  others  are  fast  approaching  towards 
ithe  s%me  fate*    6rieswi|}d  and  £rfurt  are  nearly  (t^serted  $  and 
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HaUe  seems  likely  to  be  eclipsed  by  the  spleiMiid  endowments  of 
the  newly  arranged  university  at  Berlin.  The  king  of  Prussia^ 
^'  tired  of  war's  alarms,''  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  revival 
of  learnings  and  the  arts  and  sciences/  in  his  capital.  He  has 
given  a  royal  palace^  for  the  purpose  of  forming  spacious  classn 
rooms  f(Mr lectures;  and  he  has  established  galleries  for  works  of 
arts,  and  museumsof  natural  history.  Professors  and  superintend- 
ants  have  been  invited  from  the  neighbouring  universities ;  an4 
medicine^  like  a  wax  nose,  is  to  be  moulded  aiui  fashioned  into 
some  new  form,  to  attract  the  homage  of  students  to  the  bankk 
of  the  Spree.  Reil  has  been  induced  to  quit  Halle  for  an  ap^ 
pointment  and  salary  adequate  to  his  merit: — ^he  presides  over 
the  medical  department,  and  was  to  commence  his  lectures  thi^ 
present  winter.  Hufeland,  who  has  been  resident  at  Berlin  fop 
several  years,  is  also  to  deliver  lectures  on  some  branch  of  medit 
cine  and  physiology.  Bernstein  is  to  teach  surgery,  Hermbstaedl 
diemistry,  Willdenow  botany,  and  Rudolph  comparative  anato- 
my and  zoology.  Professor  Weiss,  from  Leipsic,  is  appointed 
superintendant  of  the  mineral  cabinet,  and  to  lecture  on  minora* 
logy.  Gottingen '  continues  to  flourish,  we  are  told,  under  tlie 
auspices  of  King  Jerome;  and  Halle  is  said  to  have. expertenced 
the  patronage  of  his  new  Majesty  and  his  ministers  in  a  very 
distinguished  manner.  This  last  piece  of  intelligence  interests 
us  as  Britons,  watching  over  any  attack  upon  public  liberty,  and 
as  men  of  science,  who  recollect  with  pleasure  their  former  ac* 
quaintance  with  the  members  of  that  once  free  and  celebratecl 
university.  Halle  has  long  been  distinguished  for  its  eminent 
professors  in  the  departments  of  medicine.  Stahl,  Hoffman,  and 
Gren,  contributed  much  to  raise  its  reputation,  which  has  of 
late  years  been  well  supported  by  the  talents  of  Reii,  Loder, 
Sprengel,  GiU>ert,  and  4>thers.  We  hope  her  star  will  not  be 
eclipsed,  by  being  forced  into  another  sphere  of  motion.  Whilst 
Halle  remained  under  the  government  of  Prussia,  she.  enjoyed 
all  the  privileges  of  independence,  by  being  left  alone ;  the  ex-r 
ertioBs.of  the  professors  were  not  damped  by  ample  salaries ; 
and  the  pursuits  and  opinions  of  the  students  were  not  checked 
by  arbitrary  regulations.  In  1802,  the  total  number  of  students 
at  Halle,  was  estimated  at  634<;  in  1805,  the  medical  students 
amounted  to  100,  the  students  of  theology  to  200 ;  but  the  most 
QUfnerous  c^lass  studied  law,  which  comprehended  the  sons  of 
noblemen  and  rich  merchants,  as  well  as  lawyei*s,  who  were  sent 
there  for  general  education.  Ther6  were  no  medical  societies  at 
which  the  young  men  met  at  stated  times,  consequently  not 
much  emulation  or  spirit  of  inquiry  among  them,  though  every 
new  system  of  philosophy  had  its  advocates  and  partizans*  -  The 
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rxAMiinritionH  for  conforring  degrees,  are  not  Kmitcd  to  any  par- 
luulur  time  of  the  year;  each  studcHit  undergoes  his  examination 
for  a  iK\)^rce  whenever  he  demands  it ;  he  only  submits  to  one 
triuK  which  last*  two  or  three  hours,  and  is  attended  by  al]  the 
inet^cal  t'aculty.  Four  years  is  the  usual  period  of  study,  before 
any  appltcntton  is  made  for  a  degree.  The  candidate  defends  a 
\a\\\\  \\w\s  publickly,  but  this  is  generally  written  by  one  of  the 

Cvtc«<ors  and  is  merdy  pro  forma.  The  session  for  Iecture% 
uh  in  winter  and  summer,  is  like  that  adopted  in  our  Scotish 
l*nivtM*^!tic«.  Then*  was  no  public  hospital  attached  to  the  uni- 
iwrsity  *t^vca  ywxrsaiy*;  the  infirmary  which  belonged  to  the 
tt^wn*  K^r  t^e  i\TvH^tiv«  of  sick  poor,  only  contained  twelve  beds. 
*11h^  ci  niv\^(  r^t^iM^«i.«^^l  vjts  fonnded  upon  a  nosocomf tmi  arnbu^ 
JU\vM  *•*  a  ^ixx^k"^  *^"  ci^svtfcsjurT,  where  patients  were  admitted 
•ih(  >  * vir  ^xi  at  lh>^r  \**^  K  xi^s.  Cases  were  entrusted  to  the  care 
%>!'  ^^*\Mr  v^w^Vr.^  >ikN>  <;?>c^  up  the  histwy  cS  the  disease  and 
tKe  \'o ')  n^wtx  ^  ^  v-&  w>ff>?  submitted  to  the  clinical  pro- 
lov^H  i  *;v,  V  Sr>^v* '  "rsw^cv!  the  tn^atment,  and  occasionally  vi- 
v>\\5  «'v  ^vi'  v<s.  i^  :>>  r>:>«t<,  BerKn  is  better  qualified  for 
ii  ^^Nv^*  \<'  ^Nv  N   V  ^•^^^  Hi-je;  tor  it  has  a  Lunge  hospital,  and 

I  >NN  -  \  -^  ,^^  ^  »:x?  >  V  ixr2re-Txy>i»^  are  under  the  same 

^\>N{'  %  ^^  V  9v  >i*x,  .:.::^->vM>e*.     He  jectures  on  aoatomy,  physio- 

|k>Ov  *  V  M.t*jj«Mv  ;  ;»  iti  ;i>riictfc4is  ^^  r^psciin,  surgeon  and  ac^ 

^NN\X"'  •     ^«  •«•  ^*J*t*vunik;tu  i>repArai:xx2?  an?  arranged  in  exqui- 

,fc  V  \  w^  ..w  v^.^lcT,  it)  scviniJ  rooms  acwf%Lr-c  to rfie  structure  of 

V.  V    u.v*  -^^Mf  iMHH  i}l  anitiial  bodies*     T*r*»5  ire  very  numerous, 

,....  v^.y  (,.  tjii  iiijccud  |>rc})ttratiooss£r:r:£ii^:T  happy  and  beau* 

u.  ...      V:ii.y  nuc  aiuf   important  morosa  pveparations,   from 

v,:i.lIi  dL^HUj^iH  wertj  mxtde  for  pabTicatiofi,  «:«:rht  «e  thb  time 

to  :» «No  !kcu  made  known  to  pathologists  ia  ihis  emntry,  if  the 

u  ^oriumite  stau?  of  public  affairs  had  not  stepped  our  peaceful 

CO  H.naiuc^ion  with  Hamburgh  and  Leipsic     There  is  another 

•  KU  n.ivc  coLmioii  of  anatomical  prcpanttio»  at  Halte,  which 

V  as  be/|run  at  Berkn  by  xMeckel  the  first,  «rf  hs«  been  mcreased 

hy  tl>e  lalKxurs  of  b«  son  and  grandson.     It  occupies  three  large 

rooms   and  is  part  urularly  rich  in  diseased  specimi^  which  pr^ 

M  !  W?7nT"'  ^Y^'^^""  ^^^  ^  de^SfteTdie  Journal  of 
Morbid  Anatomy  that  he  announced  two  years  ago. 

rsu.^ri"tK  r  ^^J^^^n  «id  Mtuml  philosophy,  are  given  by 
,-  wdlfhrnT t^»"'^ t'"^ ""' ^^^^» dyj^k^kh laboratory 
lu^truJ^^^^^^^  .pparatusThe  has  models  and 

p'S"  1  ^^.t!!^^?^::'^^  -^'y,  and  all  of  then. 


^ici-  so  ii,a^"^  collected  by  his  own  industry.     It  is  to  be  hoped, 
^  *">■  JPars  labour,  that  it  wiU  nqt  be  deprived  of  that 
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reward,  which  is  justly  due  jto  his  indefatigable  exertions  in  his 
fiivourite  study  of  chemistry,  or  want  that  best  and  most  flatter- 
ing encouragement  which  a  numerous  class  of  pupils  can  give  to 
his  zeal  and  ingenuity. 

The  public  library  is  upon  a  large  scale ;  the  building  is  hand- 
some, situated  on  an  eminence,  somewhat  inconveniently,  at  one 
end  of  the  town,  with  trees  planted  around  it,  and  a  row  of 
busts  of  celebrated  men  in  front.  It  contains  a  multitude  of 
books;  but  complaints  were  made  by  the  curators,  of  the  difficul- 
ty in  procuring  English  scientific  works,  they  are  so  dear,  and  so 
rarely  exported ;  and  no  less  difficulty  attends  the  getting  books 
from  Italy :  But,  in  spite  of  these  obstacles,  the  professors  are 
acquainted,  through  the  means  of  their  reviews  and  periodical 
works,  with  every  book  that  is  published  in  the  different  nations 
of  the  world. 

The  botanical  garden  is  a  small  one,  but  it  is  scientiGcally 
laid  out  by  Sprengel,  who  lectures  with  great  applause  on  bota- 
ny* In  our  frequent  visits  to  the  professors,  whose  politeness 
and  attention  could  not  be  exceeded,  we  frequently  heard  the 
praises  of  our  country,  not  vaguely,  but  discriminately  marked. 
The  discovery  of  vaccination  was  more  than  once  mentioned  as 
the  most  glorious  work  of  any  age ;  and  they  could  not  help  en- 
vying England  the  honour  of  having  Jenner  for  her  son  and 
subject. 

Perhaps  there  have  been  too  many  universities  in  Germany^ 
and  it  may  be  serviceable  to  collect  and  concentrate  the  talent  of 
the  different  states  j  but  we  fear  the  scourge  of  war  will  destroy 
many  of  the  good  with  the  bad ;  and  though  the  privileged  uni- 
versities may  be  better  supplied,  being  fewer  in  niunber,  with 
the  means  of  affording  a  scientific  education,  yet  the  destruction 
of  so  many  seminaries,  where  the  lectures,  as  well  as  the  means 
of  living,  were  cheap,  may  cut  off  many  routineers  from  the 
practice  of  medicine,  whose  situation  in  society  is  very  import- 
ant, and  whose  condition  lias  been  in  Germany  of  late  years  so 
much  improved. 

Febiiia^y  13/A,  1812. 

Observations  on  the  Connexion  between  Imperfiction  in  the  several 
Functions  in  one  SeXy  with  certain  Approximation  in  form  to 

the  other. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  female  of  the  human  species, 
which  has  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  been  particularly  noticed,  viz. 
that  some  women  having  more  hair  upon  their  faces  than  others 
(approaching  to  the  beard  in  men),  never  bear  children  ;— the 
cause  of  which  I  shall,  in  the  followliig  papjcr,  endeavour  to  show. 
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Some  imimals  are  distinguijibed  into  male  abd  female,  hy 
having  the  parts  destined  for  the  purpose  of  generation  different 
in  the  same  species.     But,  besides  these,  there  are  other  distin^ 

fuishing  marks,  between  the  male  and  female,  of  many  animals* 
n  the  male,  the  strength  is  generally  greater,  the  make  of  the 
body  commonly  larger^  and  they  are  oftener  furnished  with  parts 
for  fighting  with.  Although  this  last  distinguishing  mark  some* 
times  takes  place  in  the  female,  yet  when  both  male  and  female 
are  supplied  with  parts  for  defence,  these  are  either  stronger  in 
the  male,  or  are  attached  to  parts  endowed  with  more  strength. 
In  the  human  species,  although  the  male  be  furnished  with  no 
part  for  defence,  diflerent  from  the  female,  yet  there  are  other 
distinguishing  marks,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  such  as 
the  beard,  &€• 

Other  animals  (hermaphrodites)  have  all  the  parts  of  genera* 
tion  united  in  the  same  animal.  This  takes  place  in  the  more 
imperfect  animals. 

In  the  more  perfect  animals,  however,  viz.  those  which  have 

the  parts  of  generation  different  in  the  same  species,  something 

similar  to  this  sometimes  happens,  in  a  greater  or  less  d^ree,  ft 

being  not  a  complete  union  of  the  male  and  female  organs,  but 

some  malconformation  of  these  parts,  eilher  in  the  male  or  fef- 

male  sex.     They  also  approach,  in  external  appearance,  Uiat  of 

the  opposite  sex.     These  are  called  unnatural  hermaphrodites; 

to  distinguish  them  from  the  former,  which  are  called  natural ; 

and  they  are  remarked  never  to  bear  young.  Although  this  seldom 

happens  in  the  human  species,  yet,  owing  to  particular  circum- 

.stances,  the  male  or  female  may  partake  more  or  less  of  the 

nature  of  the  other  sex,  and  approach,  though  not  in  the  parts  of 

generation,  yet  in  external  appearance  and  other  qualiti^,  t6 

the  unnatural  hermaphrodite.     Thus  those  males  who  have  beeft 

deprived  of  the  testicles,  approach  more  or  less  in  appearance 

and  other  qualities  to  the  female ;  their  voices  become  weak ; 

they  have  no  beard,  &c.     The  female,  also,  whose  ovarium  was 

extirpated  by  Mr  Pott,  approached  more  nearly  to  the  male,  her 

breasts  sunk,  her  voice  became  strong,  and  she  became  more 

muscular.*     Women  also,  after  they  cease  to  bear  children, 

have  often  the  face  more  or  less  covered  with  hair. 

This  peculiarity  then  in  the  female  sex^  I  conceive,  resembles 
those  just  mentioned,  and  may  be  an  approach,  though  a  very 
alight  approach,  to  the  unnatural  hermaphrodite ;  and,  as  it  has 


•  Mr  Fottdoct  net  mentioD,  wketber  or  aot  tbeit  was  <tay  approach  to  thft 
beai4»  >      •  - 
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been  ttmail:ed,  that  mmatarial  faermaphrodites  nerer  bear  ydtmgy 
xnay  not  this  be  the  reason,  why  women,  having  this  peculiarity^' 
nQver  bear  children  ? 

We  copy  the  fbliowihg  jtist  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  of 
the  most  promising  characters  in  the  profession,  from  Wheeler'» 
Manchester  Chronicle. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Sd  instant,  died  at  the  honse  of  his  father** 
in-law,  Lawrence  Peel^£sq.  of  Atdwick,  Mr  Benjannn  Gibson^ 
one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary.  Though  Cat ' 
off  at  an  early  period  of  life,  yet  he  had  long  enjoyed  such  ** 
share  of  the  public  confidence,  as  is  seldom  bestowed,  except  on 
greater  length  of  days  and  more  matured  experience.  By  nature 
he  was  liberally  endowed  with  gifts,  that  peculiarly  fitted  him  fo/ 
a  profession,  in  which  excellence  can  only  result  from  the  union 
of  great  delicacy  of  the  bodily  senses  with  strength  and  sagacity 
of  intellect.  These  endowments  he  had  improved,  by  an  ardent 
and  persevering  study  of  the  branches  of  science  more  iniiuedi-* 
ately  connected  with  his  vocation ;  and  he  united  to  them  a  gen^ 
tleness  and  urbanity  of  manner,  arising  from  the  most  humane 
feelings,  which,  while  they  led  to  all  due  sympathy  with  his  sufc 
fering  patients,  never  interfered  with  the  steady  execution  of  his 
professional  resolveis.  But  it  was  not  only  by  the  snccessfut 
practice  of  what  he  had  learned  fr^wn  others,  that  Mr  Gibson  waf 
distingaished.  Influenced  by  an  honourable  ambition,  he  aimect 
at  the  higher  object  of  extending  the  usefulness  of  his  profession^ 
and  of  rendering  it,  in  some  diseases,  a  more  perfect  instrument 
of  relief.  The  discoveries,  which  his  talents  enabled  liim  tQ 
make,  he  freely  communicRted ;  for  no  man  ever  more  cordials 
ly  despised  empirical  conJact,  v\  hether  m/tnifc  :ied  by  the  bsten^ 
tatious  display  r.f  knowledge,  or  by  its  Hlibcral  coiicealmeut. 
Consistently  with  this  part  of  his  character,  he  employed  himself^ 
at  a  period  of  his  lingering  DJuesSj  whea  the  vigour  of  his  mind 
still  survived  the  wreck  othis  bodily  strength,  in  bequeathing  to 
the  wotld  his  improvements  in  the  treatment  of  some  of  the  dis^ 
eases  of  the  eye,  in  the  cure  of  which  he  had  been  singululy  for-i 
tanate.  The  work,  united  to  his  general  eiiiineice  as  a  surgeon 
has  procured  him  much  more  than  a  local  reputation ;  and  will 
deliver  his  name  to  posterity  as  the  improver  of  an  art,  H^hich 
while  living,  he  adorned  by  his  high  attainnictits ;  by  enlar//e(| 
liews  of  its  objects  and  dignity;  and  by  the  benevc  jcnt  extension 
«f  it«  relief,  witl^  an  equal  hand,  to  the  poor  and  to  the  nffiuent. 

W.  H.  . 
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The  foDotnng  docament,  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
managers  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary,  in  regard  to  Mr  Sim- 
mons, was  omitted  in  our  last. 

Sir,  Infirmary 9  Nov»  I9thy  1811. 

At  the  request  of  the  Weekly  Board,  I  am  desired  by  Dr  Fer- 
Tiar,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  for  Friday,  November  22, 
at  12  o'clock,  in  conseauence  of  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the 
last  Number  of  the  Edmburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
puip^rting  to  be  written  by  Mr  Simmons,  but  wmch  Mr  Sim* 
mons  declares  is  a  forgery. — I  am, 

Your  humble  servant, 

F.  W.  Huntley. 


ERRATA. 

No.  XXIX.  p.  28. 1.  IS, Jor  chalybeate  read  dialybeatest 
p.  29. 1.  l2.Jor  sumenda  read  sumendus 
p.  29.  1.  SO.  for  ^vj.  read  3vj» 
p.  31. 1.  22.yor  Impen.  read  Impon. 
p.  31. 1.  24.ybr  not  read  no.     , 


€:oniintiniottions  baire  been  Teceired  from  Mr  Edmondstow  of  Newcastle,  and  IVIf 
«jt7ii  »  ^**"  ***«  Reviews  of  several  importaut  publications,  haVe  been  un»- 

▼«dably  pos^nad  to  OUT  next.  i—        f  » 


^o^sTAmhM  &:   rH^^^^  maybe  addressed  to  the  Editors,  to  the  care  of  Messrt 

'^       'dinburgh  ;  Messrs  Lok< 
'^"i  &  UoDoss,  Dublin. 


^^M»TA»i.«  Sc  Co^  "^  ™*y  ^  addressed  to  the  Editors,  to  the  care  of  Messrt 
•linden;  and  G  *^^urgb  ;  Messrs  Longman  HuasTf  Rkxs,  Ormjc  &  Brown^ 


"1  --^  jr  r  ^.^  f,f  ptbUshed  on  the  1st  ojf  Jdy  1812. 
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I. 

Observations  m  the  Opinions  of  Mr  Witsm  and  JDr^  Jdams^  t€^ 
^»ecti»g  the  exiUmce  <f  the  Venereal  Disease  in  the  JsUmd  q^ 
Gtahdte.    By  H£KRY  Edmon^tone,  Surgeon^  Newcastle. 

THE  ot»nions  of  an  individaal,  however  new,  plausible,  or  in- 
genioas  diey  may  be,  cannot  be  considered  of  much  im* 
pcHtance  in  a  general  point  of  view,  as  long  as  they  continue  to 
make  no  perceptible  irapreasion  on  the  public  mind.  But  when 
we  4nd  them  adopted  by  diose  wlioee  example  may  be  supposed 
to  have  a  peweiiul  and  extensive  influence  ov^  the  miiuis  of* 
others,  ana  more  especially  when  it  is  attempted,  as  it  w«re,  to 
in^aftthem^n  a  work  of  the  first  celebrity,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary  to  investigate  their  merits,  and  to  endeavour  to  ascertaia 
what  degree  of  credibility  ought  to  attadi  to  them. 

On  perusing  the  last  edition  of  Hiuiter's  Ti^eatise  on  the  Ve«' 
nereal  Disease,  which  fell  into  my  hands  only  a  very  short  tima 
ago,  I  was  particubrly  struck  with  an  opinion  which  Dr  Adams^ 
the  editor  of  thM  work,  has  e^ressed  in  ope  of  his  comm^nta^ 
nes,iuundy,  that  '^thev^neKealdkease  is  uaknown  in  Olaiibeite/^ 
]t  seems  that,  so  far  back  as  the  year  1800^  he  had  begun  to  m^^ 

tou  Till,  yao,  dl«  fk 
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tertain  doubts  of  the  existence  of  the  disease  in  the  South  Sea 
Islands,  on  reading  the  history  of  the  voyage  of  M.  de  La  Pe^ 
rouse.  *  These  doubts  were  cortoboratea  on  examining  the 
accoijints  of  Captain  Cook  s  voyages,  and  were  finally  confirmed, 
in  consequence  of  some  obfcnrations  which  appeared  on  the 
subject  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  July 
1806,  by  Mr  Wilson,  surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Porpoise.   . 

This  gentleman  inibrms  us,  that  he  arrived  at  Otahcite  from 
Port  Jackson,  in  June  180J ;  and  so  completely  was  he  impress- 
ed with  the  belief  that  he  should  meet  witii  the  venereal  disease 
in  all  its  forms,  that  the  only  anxiety  he  felt  arose  from  his  wish 
to  mitigate,  as  much  as  possible,  its  efiecls  on  the  ship's  crew^ 

He  was  therefore  not  a  little  surprised,  when,  after  remain- 
ing two  months  at  the  island,  not  an  instance  of  lues  venerea 
had  occurred,  nor  had  more  than  three  cases  of  gonorrhoea 
been  contracted,  although  (tie  intercourse  with  the  iemales  wa& 
unrestrained. 

Circumstances  so  extraordinary,  and  so  very  different  fron> 
what  he  had  expected,  naturally  excited  his  curiosity ;  and  the 
conclusion  which  his  iiiquirles  respecting  them  led  him  to  form 
was,  *^  that  notwithstanding  the  accounts  we  read  of  the  ravages 
of  lues  venerea  at  Otaheite,  and  even  disputations  about  its  first 
importers,  this  disease  was  not  introduced  there  antecedent  to 
the  Porpoise's  voyages,  f  To  this  conclusion  Dr  Adams  not  only 
ffilly  assents,  but  founds  on  it  various  reasonings  of  his  own^ 
and  expresses  his  regret  that  Mr  Hunter  shouB  have  allowed 
himself  to  reason  "  on  data  so  ill  established  as  the  South  Sea 
disease. " 

As  it  aij:>peare4  to  me  that  the  validity  of  medical  evidence  in 
general,  and  in  this  instance  in  particular,  would  be  rendered 
verv  questionable,  if  an  opinion  so  contrary  to  that  which  had 
hitherto  universally  prevailed,  were  to  be  received  as  the  true 
one,  I  was  at  some  pains  to  examine  the  subject ;  and  for  tlm 
purpose  consulted  the  diifetent  works  connected  with  the  history 
of  the  venereal  disease  in  ths  e  remote  islands,  and  in  a  particu- 
lar manner  the  narrative  of  Mr  Wilson,  which  had  wrought 
such  full  conviction  on  the  mind  of  Dr  Adams. 

The  result  of  my  research  es  suggested  the  foUowIi]^  remarks* 
with  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  your  readers.     With 


*  I  DBAyrettiark,  tkat  tbe  diseases  described  by  M/de  U-'Perou^e  ere  thotc  of 
tht  Sandwich  lilacdfl,  and  con&equcntiy  do  not  fail  to  he  taken  notice  of  in  ik» 
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the  view  of  avoiding  iintiecessary  repetition,  and  of  dering 
myself  more  easily  intelli^jible,  I  shall  follow,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
Fi!)ie,  the  order  in  which  Mr  Wilson's  observations  are  detailed 
in  the  Numbers  already  alluded  to  of  the  Journal,  and  to  which 
therefore,   I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Mr  Wilson. enters  upon  the  discussion,  by  giving  two  extracts 
from  Cook's  first  and  second  voyages.  The  length  of  these  quo-^ 
tations,  however,  is  so  considerable  as  to  prevent  their  being  in- 
troduced here  with  propriety.  He  then  proceeds :  •*  We  arc  here 
only  told  by  Captain  Cook,  in  very  general  terms,  that  the  vene- 
real disease  aflFeclefl  his  ship's  company ;  but  unfortunately  the 
symptoms  are  nov.'here  described.  The  marks  of  the  disease 
which  were  observed  on  the  bodies  of  the  natives  are  by  no 
means  conclusive ;  and  their  accounts  of  it  do  not  correspond 
with  the  symptoms  of  lues  venerea  which  usually  occur  with  us. " 
Again,  "  The  unequivocal  symptoms  of  chancre's  and  bubpes  a- 
Jbout  the  pudenda  do  not  appear  to  have  been  remarked. " 

It  is  certainly  true',  that  no  enumeration  of  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease  anywhere  appears '  in  the  accounts  of  the'  different 
voyages.  It  is  stated  by  Captain  Cook,  on  the  authority  of  his 
surgeons,  that  the  venereal  disease  existed  in  the  island  of  Ota- 
lieite,  without  his  once  imagining  that  such  a  statement  could 
require  to  be  substantiated  by  a  minute  detail  of  symptoms  that 
were  familiarly  understood.  So  perfectly  were  the  gentlemen 
who  furnished  him  with  this  information  satisfied  of  ihe  truth 
of  the  fact,  that  they  communicated  it  to  the  world  without  any 
comment.  The  omission,  on  their  part,  therefore,  so  far  from 
tending^to  diminish' the  aulhenticity  of  what  they  had  asserted, 
would  appear  to  afford  the  strongest  internal  evidence  in  its  fa- 
vour ;  for,  in  common  justice  to  them,  it  must  be  presumed^ 
that  had  any  symptom  capable  of  exciting  suspicion  in  their 
minds  been  observed,  they  would  not  have  passed  it  over  with- 
out notice.  Their  silence,  therefore,  renders  it  sufficiendy  evi- 
dent that  it  was  the  venereal  disease  and  no  other  that  ihey  met 
with.  Were  an  intelligent  medical  traveller,  returning  from  a 
distant  country,  to  relate  that  he  had  seen  many  of  the  mhabi- 
tants  labouring  under  small-pox,  measles,  hooping-cough,  or  any 
other  well  known  disease,  no  person,  I  apprehend,  would  be  in- 
clined to  doubt  the  truth  of  his  relation,  merely  because  he  had 
failcxl  to  describe  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  these  diseases. 
Still  less  cause  is  there  for  scepticism,  where  those  who  lay  claim 
to  our  confklence  are  known  to  have  been  persons  of  skill  jnij 
veracity,  selected  for  the  express  purpose  of  superintending  the 
medical  department  of  the  different  voyages. 

But  independent  of  the  inadmissibility,  oi\  gi?neral  grounds,  of 
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this  species  of  raisonrng,  Its  i*^;feclfi6n  In  th^  fyrca^rft  cnselietolnea 
-a  matter  of  al>solute  necessnty,  bt  least  in  so  far  as  Mr  WTIsdn  is 
Concerned.  For,  if  a  jadginent  dimikr  to  that  whidi  be  has 
passed  on  the  eondoct  of'  bis  professional  pradelressors,  be  retort- 
ed upon  himself,  the  accounts  which  he  pabiishfid  of  some  otbet 
diseases  of  the  Otaheitans  will  not  be  found  entitled  to  a  mo- 
ment's attention.  He  says  that  fevers,  dysentery,  rbettraatism> 
1>hthidis,  elephantiasis,  and  some  others,  are  prevalent  in  the 
stand ;  but  in  ^o  instsince  has  be  deUiiled  a  single -characteristic 
iSymptom  of  those  affections.  No  person,  however,  thinks  of 
'€iis(5redithig  his  statenfents;  9idl*  indeed  Would  he  hare  caase  to 
'consider  hi itiself  treated  With  mvith  respect,  if  the  pabKc  were 
to  refuse  its  assent  to  what  he  has  advanced,  simply  on'accounft 
of  his  having  neglectdl  to  mentioti  appearances,  widi  which,  I 
suppose,  he  took  it  for  'granted  that  all  bis  readers  were  intr- 
■mately  acquainted.  Yet  for  iky  tietter  reason  does  he  withhold 
his  belief  in  the  declarations  <>f  ^f)er80^s'equally  Reserving  of  cre^ 
1dit  tvidi  himself. 

It  is  not  tinwcn-'fhy  of  notice  ftl^,  fhftt  in  thcvei^  sentence  in 
'which  Mr  tVitson  so  freely  eensures  those  who  had  ^one  before 
i^itn  for  not  remarking'theuiiecJuiVooal'symjJtcrtnsof-ehcmcreand 
%«bo,  be  says  fhttt,  **  as'far  as  his  observation  went,  beliadrea^ 
Hion  to  believe  thdt  hn  ei^amination  of  the  parts  was  generally 
found  to  be  impracticable. "  Ifthis  was  so  ditilcult'at  theperiod 
*when  be  visited  these  islanders,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  that 
it  could  hdve  beenlrtoreetislly  efifecfted  Jmtnediately  on  their  *rst 
«cquaintance  with  Earopeinis. 

Mr  Wilson nextallegcs,  that  «*'Cafptain  Cook's <jbierting none 
in  whom  the<lisease  bad  itiade  great  prdjjress,  was  ■cert»rn?y  a 
-contradiction  to  their  asserti^^ns.  "  'For  my  part,  so  far  from 
pereerviag  the  neceSeify  bf  this  t5(5iichis5on,  I  ^m  'int'Kncd  to 
think  tbat,  witboftt  ariy  jien^crsi^fn 'of  its  meftliing,  tfbe  :^etttencfe 
-will  bear  an  Jnt^^pyctttti<in'thc'very  reverse. 

Captain  GOok-s  haVirtg  seeti  *  one  In  whbm  ^be^flfeeasediad 
'irtaile  greaf  pro<vreb*»,  obviously  hnpHes  thtit  he  Ihu^t  ilave  '^en 
'Others  on  "whom  it  had  made  s^ie  progress,  'else  whence  ihfe  ne- 
cessity for  the  distinction  ? 

The  very  name  whieh  tiie  natives  rfssigned  tofhfe^scase,  ^ 
Tame  "  synonytnbus  with' the  word  retltnfteBsm  onr  language,  cnr 
something  still  mote  ibrciWe,  "  constittites  a  strong  presumption 
^vn  this  point,  P.s  it  is  impossible  thatgonori^htea  ccmW  havegiv«i 
rise  to  such  an  idea  ^n  iheir  minds.  Besidies,  "  the  silk  hein^ 
abandoned  by  their -nearest  rclntions,  and  left  to  die,  "  tmd  thei-r 
being  *•  left  to  perish  uloae  in **uch' misery  SisHll  fhe?i  had  ncvc* 


been  known  to  theai, "  ^  ac^  i)Aeqi|i^TocaJ  indic^^tippA  tha4{  sotp^r 
thij^  mo^e  thao  goiiorrha>a  n^uM  h^jVQ  beqn,  obsei:v^d,  aad  t,hdt 
some  well  maFked  ext^voajt  s^i^ptpy^  must  have  manifested  ii>f 
seK 

Mr  Wilson  continues :  "  Mr  Anderson,  who  was  surgeon  9f 
ibe  ite9o)utio%  in  Coo^V  t^rd  yo>'i^e,  sp^aJ^s  in.  still  moce  po- 
sitive teiesxs  of  the  frequ^o^y  of  lu^  venerea  at  Ojtr4^ei.te,  as  apr 
p^arft  from  the  following  extraet. "    After  qvoticig  thje  pa^s^i^, 
the  leof^b  of  wUch  preoIv4es  its  insertion,  in  this  plpic^,  \^.  gp^i^ 
OIK  ^^  But asidusuigejpious gentle^9i^n,(Mr  A^dersoiji)  basneiilie^ 
iofornaifed  us  of  the  symploniti^  wljiiifcb  appeared  QXi)x>n&  tl^e  sliijjx'i 
coBppa^y,  9or  described  in  w^at  ^tafio^^r  ti>^di^a^e  sW^Kcd  itseil' 
on  shorOf  ],t  may  ^e  fair]y.  pipesuipied  ika,^  he  adopted  l(he  ofijaio^ 
ef  his  cerptaln^,  and  cQ^ifoupde^  tb/^  mo^t  coDsmon  diacase,  vi^z, 
scroll,  with  Ii^es  venseir^a,. "     Witbou^  ii;i^isting  (artb^ir  on  the 
insn^cieney  of  Mr  Wil^ioa's.  objection  on  tbe  scoj^e  of  neglect  iu 
Captain  Cook's  surgeo^s^  the  i^rep^e  \^^ve  attempted  to  b« 
drawn,  is^  I  f^m  afrav^,  ijieilbier  c^UQi^id  tow^ads^  Mf  Anderson,  noi^ 
i$  it  conformahle  to  what  we  have  every  re^^sp^  tp  believe  was  (he 
£^l.     The  narrative  of  all  the  voyages  certainly  appears  in  tl\e 
lianae  of  Captain  Cook;,  but  from  the  explanation  given  hv 
Hawkesworthf  in  bis  introduction  to  tlie  first  voyage,  witli  ];ega,ra 
to  the  ii^iormation  furnished  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks^  and  otheia,  \\^^ 
9]so  fro<n  vichat  actui^Iy  occurs  in  the  hi&tc^y  of  the  subsequent 
voyages^  it  is  evident  that  the  chl^  of  the  s,evera^  4^partmej^|[f 
auppned  the  details  of  th^  x*espective  Stiibyiects  committed  to  t]p,e^^ 
charge.    In  the  thir<)  voyage,  i^  particular,  Captain  Cpok  repeat^ 
ediy  i^:knowledgeft  his  ohiigatiQUS  to  Mr  Anderson  fo,r  the  v^^^^ 
able  observations  which  he  comnnmic^ted,  and  wl^^ich  on  many 
occasions  extended  to  other  subjects  thw  those  purely  medical, 
I  mention  these  circumstance^,  tor  t^f|  purpose  of  showing  tb^ 
extreme  improbability  of  Mr  A.  receiv^g  iiny  of  his  potions 
respecting  dii^eases  from  his  c^pt^in. 

It  is  fully  as  reasonable  to  suppose  Sir  Jos^pl^  Banks,  Dx  S07 
lander,  or  Mr  Forster,  to  h^^ve  been  entirely  gui^led  by  Captain 
Cook's  opanion  iri  their  decision  of  ^xyy  particular  point  in  natura) 
history  or  boti^ny^  Cut  even  granting  t^at  Mr  Anckrsqn  did^ 
in  the  instance  alluded  to,  a^opt  th?  ideas  of  his  captain,  it  mu&t 
at  the  same  time  be  admitted,  that  Captain  Cook  bad  originalljf 
formed  his  opinion  on  the  subject  on  the  reports  of  Mr  Monk^ 
house  and  Mr  Patten,  the  surgeoi^s  of  the  Endeavour'  and  lie- 
solution  in  the  first  and  second  yoyi^es,  supported^  as  the^e  ha^ 
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been ,  hy  the  testimony  of  Boupalnville's  surgeons.  That  all  the^e 
genllcmeii  should  have  entirely  mistaken  a  disense  with  every 
symptom  of  which  they  could  not  but  be  perfectly  familiar,  is  a 
supposition  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  extremely  impro- 
bable. 

That  at  the  time  these  voyages  were  made,  the  belief  in  the 
identity  of  chancre  and  fronorrbaea  prevailed  very  generally,  and 
consequently  that  practitioners  were  not  likely  to  make  any  dis- 
tinction between  them,  is  of  little  avail  to  the  argument ;  for  the 
question  still  recurs, — why  mention  the  ravages  of  gonorrhoea 
■when  they  must  have  known  that  it  almost  universally  cured  it- 
self; and  what  could  give  rise  to  the  custom  of  setting  the  dis- 
eased apart  to  die,  if,  as  Mr  Wilson  believe?*  gonorrhoea  pre- 
cxi'^tcd  there,  *'  and  will  always  be^found  where  man  is  found  ?  "  * 

Mr  Wilson  lays  much  stress  on  the  improbability  of  the  vene- 
real diponsc  hi  iv.ir  eradicated,  after  having  once  been  so  common, 
*•  even ''  ««ays  he  "  if  the  inhabitants  were  in  possession  of  a  spe- 
cific remedy,  of  which  I  am  well  assured  they  are  not. " 

Th?\t  they  were  in  possession  of  no  antidote,  of  powers  equal  to 
those  (>f  iiierciiry,  is  certain  ;  but  that  they  were  destitute  of  every 
means  cr.pable  of  exerting  a  partial  influence  over  the  disorder,  is 
Hot  so  apparent.  Waving,  however,  all  contest  on  this  point, 
and  jvdmitting  that  the  natives  of  Otahcite  never  knew  of  any 
specific  i'or  lues  venerea,  the  extermination  of  the  disease  would 
not  seem  im  that  account  alone  to  be  impracticable.  The  terror 
•which  its  first  introduction  excited  in  the  inhabitants,  and  the 

Sstem  of  seclusion  and  abandonment  to  which  they  had  imme- 
iatp  recourhc,  "  lest, "  as  Captain  Cook  observes,  "  the  calamity 
fihoutd  sj)rc.«d  by  contagion, "  are  circumstances  that  render  it  by 
aio  means  difricult  to  comprehend  the  poj^sibility  of  setting  limits 
to  its  proi^a^ration,  if  not  of  extinguishing  the  malady  altogether. 
A  plan  ot  this  kind»  if  duly  acted  upon  in  such  a^ituation  as 
Otaheite,  an  island  of  v^ry  limited  extent,  and  where  concealment 
was  not  easily  practised/ would  in  a  short  time  be  productive  of 
the  most  beneficial  consequences  in  this  respect.  All  voyagers 
bear  witness  to  the  unlimited  power  of  the  chiefs  in  the  S<nith 
JSea  Islands,  and  especially  to  the  rigid  manner  in  which  the  tahoo 
IS  enforced,  and  the  inij^ossibility  of  infringing  its  laws.  This, 
which  IS  tlie  most  perfect  system"  of  quarantine  or  embargo,  of 
which  perhaps  there  is  any  instance,  is  made  to  operate  with 
equal  celenty  and  effect  on  any  number  of  people,  and  to  any 
distance,  trorn  that  of  a  few  yards  to  a  whole  district  or  island/- 
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It  may  even  be  urged,  with  some  degree  of  confidence,  that  the 
very  absence  of  a  remedy^  and  the  consequently  hopeless  nature 
of  the  disease,  would  form  the  strongest  reason  for  compelling 
the  infected  to  withdraw  from  the  healthy,  and  for  inducing  the 
fatter  to  abstain  from  every  species  of  intercourse  by  which  the 
disease  might  be  imparted.     Nay,  it  is  probably  not  hazarding  too 
much  to  allege,  that  were  ctrcu Distances  of  a  similar  description 
to  occur  in  European  countries,  where  detection  is  so  much  more 
difficult,  the  extirpation  of  lues  venerea  would  infalibly  take  place,, 
though  a  considerable  period  must  necessarily  elapse  before  it 
could  be  effected*     It  is  the  assurance  amongst  us  of  possessing 
tlie  means  of  cure,  that  takes  away  much  of  the  dread  of  exposure 
to  infection.     Let  it  once  be  understood  that  the  disease  is  irre- 
mediable, and  the  causes  whioh  tend  to  perpetuate  ^ts  ravages 
would  soon  cease  to  operate.     It  should  be.  kept  in  view,  also, 
that  in  these  distant  islands  there  did  not  exist,  except  during  the 
visits  of  Europeans,  the  incitements  to  sexual  intercourse  on  the 
part  of  the  diseased,  which,  in  more  civilized  regions,  arise  from 
motives  of  interest  or  imperious  necessity,  and  which  have  so 
direct  and  powerful  a  tendency  to  keep  alive  the  infection.     It 
appears  from  the  account  of  Lieutenant  Watts,  which  appears  in 
the  history  of  governor  Philips's  voyage  to  New  South  Wales  in 
1788,  that  the  island  of  Otaheite  had  not  been  visited  by  any 
European  for  nearly  ten  years,  a  period  fuUy  capable  of  occa- 
sioning a  very  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  the  dis- 
eased, the  principal  source  of  infection  being  entirely  cut  off; 
and  supposing  the  precautionary  measures  to  have  been  duly  per- 
severed in,  it  is  even  possible  to  trace  the  happy  effects  which 
the  systetn  of  internal  quarantine  had  produced  in  the  short 
space  of  time  that  intervened  between  the  introduction  of  the 
disease  by  Bougainville's  people,  and  the  arrival  of  the  Endea- 
vour, and  still  more  remarkably  during  the  interval  between 
Cook's  first  and  second  voyages. 

As  a  farther  proof,  if  indeed  any  were  wanting,  of  what  such 
a  practice  can  accomplish,  it  is  only  necessary  to  advert  to  what. 
Mr  Wilson  himself  has  written.  Upon  no  other  principle  can 
the  unfrequency  of  gonorrhoea,  during  the  first  visit  of  the  Por- 

Koise,  be  explained.  For  without  some  regulation  of  this  kind 
aving  been  extended  even  to  that  comparatively  trifling  com- 
plaint, there  is  no  adequate  cause  to  account  for  the  rareness 
of  the  disease,  where  the  intercourse  of  the  sexes  was  unlimited. 
On  the  contrary,  the  disease  under  such  circumstances  ought  to 
have  increased.  We  find  also,  that  when  a  fresh  importation  of 
infectious  matter  took  place,  or  when  the  temptations  to  promis- 


* 

eaotts  venery  w^re  pfetent  in  greater  force,  the  Aiaarder  imtne- 
diatdy  spread  itseK 

The  tact,  thcreforef  of  the  non-existence  ef  the  diseaee  i«k  the 
island  of  Otaheite,  even  if  it  were  incontroTertibly  estabKshedj 
Is  &r  from  amonntinf;  to  a  demonstration  that  the  dideaae  bad 
not  existed  there  at  some  former  period. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  ihut  Mr  Witeon,  who  has  not  beenl 
over  indulgent  towards  bis  predecessors,  shonid  not  have  made 
amends  for  their  neglect,  by  pointing  ont  some  of  the  discriminat- 
ing characters  of  those  nloers  and  tumors  which  he  is  so  decid- 
edly of  opinion  were  mistaken  for  hies  venerea.  The  want  ct 
aucn  information  is  the  more  sensibly  felt,  on  account  of  a  fact 
noticed  by  the  missionaries,  whose  testimony,  though  not  the 
most  satisfactory  on  a  subject  of  this  nature,  mast  be  r^srded  as 
vhoUy  unprejudiced.  They  describe,  in  their  history,  the  extra- 
ordinary effects  which  mercury  produced  on  the  ulcers  with  which 
the  natives  were  afflicted,  effects  so  salutary  b9  to  be  obvious  to 
the  rude  perceptions  of  the  sufferers  themselves.  Although  it 
may  have  the  appearance  of  undervaluing  the  reader's  po>wets  of 
discrimihation,  I  cannot  refrain  from  taking  the  opportunity  of 
directing  his  attention  to  the  incompatibility  of  such  dianges 
with  the  notion  of  anv  scrofulous  taint  in  thc^se  sores. 

Another  cause  of  the  ambiguity  in  which  this  part  of  the  suIm 
ject  is  involved,  may  be  found  in  the  following  admission  which 
Mr  Wilson  has  made  in  one  part  of  bis  eomtnunicationi.  He 
says,  page  28  i ,  *^  I  presume  no  fact  can  be  better  established  thaii 
that  tne  venereal  disease  did  not  exist,  ai  Ua^  in  a  mode  caapabLe  (f 
c&mmunicating  ike  ivfection  in  the  usual  manrttr^  at  the  time  of  the 
Porpoise's  visits. "  From  this  concession  one  is  almost  inclined 
to  suppose  that  Mr  Wikon  had  abandoned  one  of  the  leading 
arguments  in  support  of  his  opinion  of  the  previous  exemiptii^ 
of  the  island  from  the  disease.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  it 
certainly  has  the  effect  of  throwing  c(msiderabie  obscurity  oyer 
most  of*^  his  reasoning,  and  at  all  eyenta  of  rendering  it  very  ini- 
conclusive. 

From  these,  and  various  other  considerations  that  might  be 
urged,  but  which  I  shall  not  at  present  trespass  farther  on  tbi) 
reader's  leisure  b^  bringing  forward,  I  think  we  have  satisfac^ 
tory  grounds  for  concluding,  that  the  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
opinion  promulgated  by  Mr  Wilson,  and  so  pertinaciously  in* 
sisted  on  by  Dr  Adams,  is  not  of  that  unexceptionable  natul*ei 
firhich  should  induce  us  to  disbelieve  all  that  bsu^  been  previop^l|f 
written  on  the  subject, 
ffewcafile^  Uarcji  IS  13, 
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Case  of  Urinary  Calculus.    By  Aiexander  Jack,  Surgeon. 

/^ORPOBAL  Blanchflower  of  the  marines,  aged  28,  of  a  middle 
^^  stature,  sallow  complexion,  and  spare  habit  of  bodj,  comf 
plained  to  me,  about  the  latter  end  of  May  1807,  of  difficulty  in 
voiding  his  urine,  extreme  pain  in  pasdng  the  little  he  did ;  severe 
pain  in  the  left  lumbar  region,  and  of  numbness  in  the  fore  part 
of  the  thigh  at  that  side.     Generally  of  a  costive  habit.     The 
bladder  did  not  appear  much  distended.     The  introduction  of  the 
catheter  produced  no  flow  of  urine,  but  ou  being  witiidrnwUf  a 
lew  drops  of  a  white  pus-looking  fluid  came  off,  attended  witli 
severe  lancinating  pain  in  the  urethra.     About  twelve  ye^rs  be* 
fore  this  period,  he  had  a  similar  attack,  which  went  off*  after  a 
discharge  of  white  pus  from  the  urethra.     In  the  last  attack,  opi- 
ates were  given  to  relieve  pain,  and  laxatives  to  obviate  costive* 
ness ;  the  warm  bath  was  also  used  twice  a  day,  wliich  produced 
temporary  relief,  and  brought  on  a  discharge  of  uriue,  mixed  with 
whitish-coloured  matter  j  and  for  the  time  being  the  numbness 
of  the  thigh  went  off'.     Under  this  treatment,  iIk)  patient  got 
about  again  in  five  or  six  days  time.     From  this  last  period^  up 
to  the  8th  December  of  the  same  vear,  he  had  several  attacks  ^ 
the  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  attended  with  a  white  discharge 
mixed  with  the  urine:  but  these  6ts  wore  never  so  severe  as  to 
prevent  him  from  his  duty.     An  opiate  at  night,  followed  by  a 
cathartic  in  the  morning,  always  relieved  him.     On  the  8th 
December  1807,  the  last  and  ftital  attack  took  place;  the  paia 
in  passing  water  was  more  intolerable,  and  the  pus  mixed  with 
it,  increased  in  quantity,  which,  on  standing  in  the  urine  soma 
time,  always  subsided  to  the  bottom,  and  had  nothing  of  a  gritty 
feel.      The  symptoms  continued  with  little  alteration,  except 
what  temporary  relief  the  warm  bath  and  opiates  afforded,  whicU 
was  now  much  less  than  he  was  wont  to  experience  from  them. 
On  the  nth,  I  attempted  to  introduce  a  catheter  ;  but  it  was  ol>- 
liged  to  be  withdrawn,  when  it  had  passed  as  far  as  tlic  bulb  of 
the  urethra,  owinp:  to  the  acute  pain.     The  urine  flowed  several 
times  during  its  introduction.     13th,  The  urine  began  to  flow 
plentifully,  mixed  with  pus,  but  involuntarily ;  the  pain  at  this 
time  was  particularly  acute  in  that  part  of  the  urethra  behiud  the 
scrotum.     There  was  now  considerable  debility;  and  the  other 
symptoms  reijinined  mwch  the  same.     iSth,  The  left  loin  is  paiii* 
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fill  to  the  touch,  and  to  the  patient  appears  as  if  stvellcd,  which 
liowcv«»r  was  not  perceived  on  irispr^ction  of  the  part.  Has  been 
injecting  a  weak  watery  polutioo  of  opium  into  the  urethra,  for 
these  some  dafs  pist:  it  has  produced  no  relief  of  pain.  About 
this  time  he  began  to  complain  much  of  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  bladder  tphen  pressed  upon.  2tid,  All  the^ymptoms  greatly 
aggravated.  Urine  voided  every  few  minutes,  with  most  into- 
lerable p.iin.  27'th,  Complains  of  achiog  in  the  lower  extremi- 
ties. ?J)th,  Has  cTftciif^tsd  a  great  quantity  of  air  downwards; 
jind  now,  for  the  first  time,  conij^lains  of  fulness  or  tightness  a- 
bout  the  filidoiiifn.  81st,  Every  symptom  increasing,  with  ex- 
treme Gchiiiiy.  Io3'a^r)toms  of  coma  begin  now  to  appear.  2d 
January  IS08,  Vomiting  and  sickness  during  last  night.  Yester- 
day he  complainod  niora  of  the  pain  in  the  bladder,  and  less  of 
the  lumbar  re^'on,  than  he.had  done  at  all.  4th,  Comatose  state 
is  no\7  almost  constr.nf,  attended  now  and  then  with  subsultus 
tendifiym.  All  tlie  oilier  svniptoms  getting  worse  and  worse. 
6th,  Most  of  die  day  troublesome  sia^uku&,  7thy  At  2  A.  M. 
expired. 

During  the  Srst  part  of  the  complaint,  he  used  the  warm  bath 
once  or  twice  a-day.  As  he  was  enable  latterly  to  get  up,  the 
fibdomen  and  |>erin3eum  were  fomented  with  flannels  wrung  from 
hot  water.  Laxatives  and  injections  were  frequently  required, 
as  he  was  yerv  co^^tive.  Opiates  v»ere  for  the  most  part  given  at 
bed-time.  1  hese,  with  soap  pill*  and  mucilaginous  drinks,  con- 
stituted the  treatment  of  his  con;j)]aint.  The  bathing  fomenta- 
tion', find  opiii-cs,  for  the  moht  part,  aiTordtd  temporary  relief. 
During  the  last  tw*  or  three  drjys  of  the  complaint,  a  little  blood 
was  discharged  from  the  ureihra.  I  need  scarcely  state,  tliat  le- 
brile  sym.ptor.^s  attended ;  they  were  not  such,  howeverj  as  to 
require  evacuations  of  any  kind. 

Dissrcfion, — At  7  A.  M.  of  the  day  on  which  he  died,  the 
body,  now  much  emaciated,  was  opened.  Appearances  were  as 
follow. 

Stomach  distended  with  flatus,  blood  vessels  on  its  surface  tur- 
gid. Liver  rather  hard  in  its  substpnce,  and  lighter  coloured  than 
usual,  having  a  number  of  light  ash-coloured  spots  on  its  convex 
side,  from  the  size  of  a  shilling  downwards,  firmer  to  the  feel 
than  the  rest  of  the  liver.  Above  the  pubes  was  seen  the  fundus 
of  the  bladder  projecting  upwards,  forwards;  and  towards  one 
side,  much  thickened,  and  very  hard.  The  body  of  the  bladder 
'was  nearly  in  ibc  same  stntf,  coiHaining  a  quantity  of  fluid,  and 
A  hard  body  hke  a  stone.  Upon  its  being  laid  open,  a  pint  of 
aanious  matter,  tinged  with  blood,  was  evacuated,  having  a  very 
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fetid  smell.     The  thickness  of  the  body  of  the  bladder  was  about 
half  an  inch;  towards  the  fundus,  three  quarters  of  an  inch;  the 
whole  having  a  scirrhous  appearance.     The  outer  surface  wa:s 
irregular  and  pitted  ;  the  inner  in  some  places  was  raw,  having 
a  muscular  appearance;  other  parts  covered  with  pus  and  ulcer- 
ated ;  while  the  remainder  of  the  internal  surface  was  covered 
with  layers  of  sand,  strongly  adhering  to  the  bladder,  and  having 
the  feel  of  common  sand- paper:  there  were  also  a  few  fungous 
excrescences.     The  bladder  was  divided  ifito  two  cavities ;  the 
projecting  fundus  formed  one,  and  the  rest  of  the  bladder  the 
other ;  the  former  of  the  size  and  figure  of  a  hen's  egg  of  a  small 
size.    Besides  the  pus,  there  was  a  stone  of  a  very  singular  ap- 
pearance foupd  in  the  larger  cavity  of  the  bladdei:,  the  figure  of 
which  is  given  in  the  annexed  sketch.     The  oval  portion  is  ex* 
actly  the  size  of  the  cavity  in  the  fundus  of  the  bladder^  and 
somewhat  flattened;  to  this  is  subjoined,  by  a  small  neck,  another 
portion  of  stone,  and  placed  transversely  with  respect  to  the  for- 
mer.   The  communication  between  the  tv/o  cysts  of  the  bladder 
corresponded  to  the  size  of  the  small  neck  joining  together  the 
two  portions  of  stone.     The  oval  portion  appears  to  have  been 
completely  formed,  and  lain  in  the-  small  cyst  for  some  years 
prior  to  the  formation  of  the  other  portion ;  it  is  dense,  hard, 
smooth  on  its  surface,  composed  of  concentric  layers,  and  of  a 
dark  brown  colour.     The  second  and  last  formed  portion  is  ir- 
regular in  shape,  and  softer  than  the  other ;  some  of  it  has  the 
appcfarance  of  being  in  layers,  but  the  greatest  portion  has  a 
granular  and  spongy  texture :  its  surface  is  rough,  and  of  alight 
gray  colour.     Both  the  kidneys  were  enlarged  and  flaccid,  but 
most  of  all  the  left  one  (where  the  pain  had  oeen  seated),  which, 
on  being  opened,  discharged  a  great  quantity  of  pus,  of  the 
same  quality,  and  nearly  about  the  quantity  contained  in  the 
bladder,  except  that  it  was  not  tinged  with  blood.     I  should 
have  mentioned  before,  that  the  pus  contained  in  the  bladder  was 
mixed  with  a  white  curdly-looking  matter,  like  that  discharged 
from  scrofulous  sores.     Such  were  the  appearances  observed  on 
dissection,  which,  but  for  particular  circumstances,  would  hav6 
been  carried  to  a  greater  extent. 

From  the  above  history  and  dissection,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  oval  portion  of  stone  had  been  formed,  at  least  retained, 
after  it  had  acquired  a  small  size  in  the  cyst  at  the  bottom  of 
the  bladder :  that  the  remainder  of  it  had  continued  to  accumu- 
late, whilst  the  stone  was  retained  in  this  position,  until  the  at- 
tack of  the  last  fit,  when,  probably  it  was  thrown  from  the  sac 
it  had  lain  so  long  in,  by  some  strong  spaf^modic  action  of  the 
iuadus  of  the  bladder ;  froqi  whence,  probably,  may  be  explain* 
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ed  ll)G  reason  why  the  syiiq)tojDs  of  stoac  in  the  bladder  veve 
eiUigr  awmitine,  or  so  very  triflings  during  th«  ofiniber  of  yvaa 
it  auut  have  t&Kea  in  accumulotiiig. 


Ilie  dotted  Hne  represents  a  portion  aceidemtaRjr  broliefi  oK 
Length  of  the  broadest  part  of  the  neck,  not  ineludiit^  the  brelM 

portion,  1^  inch. 
Keck,  where  narrowest,  half  an  inch. 
Extreme  length,  S^V  inches. 
Extreme  bresdtli,  ]^  inch. 
Thickness  of  body,  i  inch. 

Hamoage,  lethJamtartft  1819. 
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An  Account  of  a  Case  qf  Lithotomy  i  'with  practical  Hemtris, 
By  James  Barlow,  Surgeon,  Blackburn,  Lanoaahire. 

IN  an  art  of  such  extended  importance  as  surgery,  which  in< 
volves  so  man;  of  th«  patural  evils  to  which  roankiad  wn  iu< 


V^IQ*  Hfr  Bark)w*5  Vast  f>f  L^^tmy.  tt69 

iBf)d  modes  c»  tpeaitnent  varried,  tfie  recofr<fing  of  fluch  «veiitsy 
iNrketheir  as  tenmnsrting  fiivenbrably  or  f«ta]]y,  is  a  iire&e^  ^f  cet^- 
Veying  infet-matibii,  'whidi  is  ja^^  SfleR<n;r(iD€d  by  due  most  ode> 
Crated  ptofessors  'df  lAte  tn. 

Hence  I  have  been  ihidueed  to  'ky  "ati  aecontot  of  the  foHo^ving 
-case  of  lithotomy  befone  the  fmbKc,  mote  parfeicufcirly  as  its  bii*- 
toty  is  drstingulshed  by  setoie*peculiarity«f  rircamstances ;  ^nd 
*ii  doing-this,  I  have  al«o  avafled  *iyself  of  ilie  opportiniity  cC 
iDter^ersing  ii  few  pr«a^tical  remarks  connected  with  ^e  snt^ect^ 
Xvhidi  have  sugg^ed  themsielv^s  Iso  tny  mind  during  the, pw<- 
gi*ess  of  the  jpatitJiit's  cute. 

About  five  years 'ago,  I  ^mt&  tonsnlted  'by  Richard  ffoldenef 
•this  treigbbcftpfh^fod,  a  stont,  corpulent,  Tobtcrt  inaJn,  4hen  a* 
tout  60  years  of  age,  on  account  of  great  pain  ^hen  -pasiin^ 
Ws  irrine,  accompanfed  with  v«ry  frequent  provocations  to  pro*- 
pel  it*  He  informed  me,  that  fot  sottHe  years  past  he  had  oc* 
'casionally  'discharged  both  blood  and  imicus  from  the  wetbra  ; 
'and  that  any  Vidletft  bodily  excrdse^tras  nsualty  tiie  forerunner 
of  the  former  indicatioo  of  calcidous  afiectkxn.  These,  feojfe*- 
ther  with  either  ordinary  symptortis,  led  me  to  -suspett  a  stone 
in  the  bladder  j  a«d  i  ^proposed  pas^ngta  sound  into  that  vis* 
cus,  in  order  to  adjust  the  opinion  I  had  preconceived  on  the 
nature  of 'the  case.  This  proposal  'was,  however,  rejected,  from 
an  idea  entertained  by  the  patient  'of  *fte  -pain  w^idi  the  intro^ 
duction  of  an  imstmment  into  the  bladder  must  unavoidably  oc« 
casion*  *  In  tliis  ^tate  of  ineettitude,  my  patient  absented  him- 
self from  nae,  tmfl  continued  with  frequent  iiHermissions  of  pain 
till  the  six*  of  November  J-Sli,  a  lapse  of  five  years,  when  1 
-was  requested  to  vmi  him.  *On  my.  arrival,  I  was  informed 
that  4ie4)ad  not  %een  aWe^to  evacuate  Ws  m4ne  for  nearly  two 
preceding  days  and  nights.  On  laying  my  hand  on  the  abdo* 
men,  the  patient  complained  of  a  considerable  degree  of  pain 
jn  4be  region  i&f  *tbe  ibkdder,  ^ieh'was  canneoted  -wiUi  tan- 
^o«,  'and  the  scrotum  'and  ambient  parts  were  of  a  dark'li^iA 
Colour.  ^Tlie  catheter  was  immediateily  introduced,  and  my  for; 
mer  opinion  ^uUy^confijf^med  hy  the  insimuBeut  ^striking  a^aioft 
a'«to«e,  and  A^'as  abo  'notiiBed  by  tilte  isoiind  -emifted  to  the  ear 
•very  dr^nctiy.    Nearly  two  quarts  ^f  dai^-coloured  urine  wene> 


»■■  »*■ 


*  It  may  be  observed,  that  although  the  neck  of  the  bladder  be ibep^t  fhicAr 
•iTected  in  a  iit  of  the«tonc ;  nevertheless,  ■  it  .not  un&tDutnUyhagp^ns,  that,  iwqni 
tlie  sound;  being  passed  into  the  bladder^  the  stone  is  farced  from  its  sixuaKeli  ^^^ 
tlie  patient  experiences  rch'ef  for  a  considerable  interval,  and  till  the  stone^  froiA*spm» 
opuse,  becomes  pushed  into  its  former  situation. 
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drawn  off,  which  afforded  temporary  reKef ;  the  warm  bath  was 
recomxneDded,  a  laxative  glyster  was  administered,  and  an  ape- 
rient mixture  directed  to  be  taken  in  divided  doses,  which  pro- 
duced several  copious  evacuations  by  stool,  and  reduced  the 
tension,  and  considerably  relieved  the  soreness  of  the  abdominal 
re^on.  Nevertheless,  the  retention  of  urine  still  continued,  caus- 
ed, I  apprehend,  by  a  calculus  lodged  in  the  vicinity  of  the  nec)f, 
of  the  bladder  $  for  every  time  the  catheter  was  passed,  it  was 
resisted  by  the  presence  of  a  stone,  and  little  or  no  water  could 
be  extracted  without  first  pushing  the  point  of  the  instrument 
against  it,  and  raising  the  stone  from  its  situation,  and  keepin^^ 
the  instrument  in  this  position  till  the  bladder  was  emptied.  By 
this  manoeuvre  the  impediment  was  surmounted,  and  the  urine 
evacuated  once  or  twice  every  twelve  hours  during  several  snc^ 
ceeding  days,  by  the  use  of  the  common  silver  catheter,  until  I 
prevailed  on  my  patient  to  be  removed  to  the  town  (Blackburn), 
where  I  had  ^^  opportunity  of  paying  more  particular  attention 
to  the  urgency  of  the  case.  On  his  arrival,  I  introduced  a  flexi- 
ble metallic  catheter  into  the  bladder,  fitted  with  a  small  cork  to 
plug  up  the  end ;  the  fore-finger  being  passed  up  the  rectum, 
served  to  bend  tlie  apex  of  the  instrument  under  the  arch  of  tlie 
pubes,  where  it  was  permanently  fixed,  so  that  he  could  evacu^ 
ate  his  urine  ad  libitum. 

The  indispensableness  of  the  finger  in  the  rectum,  whilst  pas<> 
sing  the  instrument,  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
the  morbid  indurated  state  of  the  prostate  glapd,  which  was 
greatly  enlarged,  and  in  a  very  rigid  condition.  * 

Notwithstanding  the  antiphlogistic  regimen  was  rigorously  ad- 
hered to,  there  remained  a  considerable  degree  of  soreness  on  the 
region  of  the  pubes,  attended  with  quick  pulse  and  fever,  insomuch 
that  I  did  not  then  propose  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  being 


t  llie  symptoms  of  stone  in  the  bladder,  and  a  morbid  condition  of  the  prostate 
gland  being  in  some  respects  similar,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the  surgeon  should 
invariably  pass  tfie  finger  up  the  rtctum  prior  to  the  operation  ;  and  if  the  gland  be 
enlarged,  it  wlfbe  discovered  with  the  greatest  facility.  By  such  timely  investiga- 
tion, the  surgeon  will  be  governed  in  the  various  stages  of  the  operation,  and  there- 
by be  enabled  to  form  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  the  determinate  extent  of  the  inci- 
sion of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  necessary  extension  of  tlie  blade  of  the  bistouri, 
prior  to  its  introduction  into  the  bladder. 

'^The  presence  of  a  stone  in  tlie  bladder  may  generally,  by  attention,  be  distin- 
guished from  an  irritable  state  of  that  viscus ;  for  in  the  former  affection,  and  dur- 
ing the  discharge  of  urine,  the  pain  increases  till  the  last  drop  is  voided  ;  whereas, 
in  the  latter  case,  relief  is  observed  in  a  reverse  ratio, — ^for  as  soon  as  the  water  be-^ 
gins  to  flow,  the  patient  is  somewhat  relieved;  and  when  the  whole  is  evacuated,- 
there  is  no  pain  left,  and  the  functions  of  the  bladder  are  usually  restored. 
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aware  of  th6  conW^Juences  that  might  ensue  from  the  attendant 
symptoms,  excited  by  consequent  irritation,  the  frequent  effects 
of  calculi,  and  a  long  distended  state  of  the  bladder;  neverthe* 
lesp,  these  unfavourable  symptoms  ^rr^dually  abated,  t(;g3ther 
with  the  tension  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  operatioi]  t)ecame  ad- 
missible ;  *  and  after  l)eing  determiti.ed  on,  and  the  preparatory 
regimen  ado^)ted,  I  p<*rti>niicd  it  on  the  seventeenth  instant  (No- 
vember), in  the  presence  of  two  apnislinp;'  sur^fcows  and  the  ne- 
cessary attendants.  Tfee  patient  bein;;  placed  and  secured  in  a 
horizontal  position  nposn  a  study  table  of  commodious  h^'ight, 
and  support e<l  by  pillows,  wi:h  the  breech  projecting  over  the 
edge  of  the  table,  the  first  stages  of  the  operation  were  conduct- 
ed in  the  usual  manner,  and  with  tolerable  facility.  On  the  mem- 
branous portion  of  tlic  urethra  bein^  laid  open  with  the  scalpel 
to  the  commencement  of  the  prostate  glund,  the  bcik  of  the  bis- 
touri  cache  was  inserted  into  the  groove  of  the  staff;  the  handle 
of  the  staff  was  taken  hold  of  with  the  left  haiid,  and  raised  from 
the  right  groin  of  the  patient  to  nearly  a  right  ang^e  with  the 
boily ;  the  bistouri  was  then  carried  gently  forwards  into  the  blad- 
der and  the  staff  taken  out ;  the  cuttmg  edge  of  the  bistouri  being 
turned  laterally  towards  the  left  ischia  of  the  patient,  and  raised 
from  its  sheath,  it  was  withdrawn  f  nearly  in  a  horizontal  direc- 
tion ;  and  in  executing  this  step  of  the  operation,  I  perceived  an 
unusual  resistance  J  and  grating  sensation,  as  if  cutting  through  a 
cartilaginous  substance.  The  fore-finger  of  the  left  hand  was  now 
passed  as  high  as  possible  into  the  bladder,  through  the  opening 
made  by  the  bistouri,  and  with  difficulty  the  surface  of  a  stone 


*  Daily  observation  evinceg,  that  simple  irritatioa  excited  in  the  bladder,  by  the 
presence  of  a  stotie  in  that  viscii.*;,  not  unfroqp.ently  subsides  on  the  .primary  exciting 
cause  being  removed  by  its  extraction  wiilioiit  luipucing  ith  functions. 

It  does  not  appear  tijat  a  low  degree,  even  of  frfcjucnt  irritation,  excited  by  a 
ftone  in  the  bladder,  is  altogether  unfavourable  to  tlie  success  of  the  operation  of 
h'thotomy,  when  performed  during  an  interval  of  cessation  from  pain ;  but  if  tber* 
^xifa;  any  nephritic  afFettion,  the  danger  is  tlieu  niaaiicstly  increased,  and  the  ope- 
ration should  be  undertp.leen  with  great  caution,  and  deferred,  if  possible,  till  such 
paii|  wltoUy  ce4ses,  and  the  consequent  irritation  of  tlie  system  subsides. 

f  Tlie  bistouri  cache  possesses  an  important  advantage  over  the  gorget,  which 
DO  construction  of  lliat  instrument-  can  possibly  surmount ;  for  the  surgeon  has  it 
in  his  povrer  to  adapt  the  blade  of  the  bistoiu-i  to  the  exigency  of  every  individual 
Case,  prior  to  its  int/oduction  into  tlie  bladder ;  and  jJiouid  the  stone  be  suspected 
to  be  of  imusual  macrnitiMle,  or  less  than  v  hat  was  at  first  inis:gintd,  the  screw  of 
the  handle  may  be  moved  whilst  the  apex  is  in  the  bladtler,  and  the  cutting  part  re- 
gidated  accordingly. 

•  \  The -enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland,  in  tliia  instance,  seems  most  probably 
to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  irritatiDp  which  the  h»iig  rgteation  of  the  s»tvat»  is 
the  bladder  bad  excited  ou  tlic  funcliuiis  of  thai  ur^u. 


tTf  yk  B$3Aow*s  C^  ^  IMdtm^p  J^ly 


felt ;  f(QT  owing  to  the  niMl'fl  slate  of  ooifNifefie]r»  the  greit- 
est  part  of  the  hand  became  buried  in  die  wound.  The  foroqpa 
were  tbea  carefiiUy  introduoed  by  the  side  of  the  finger,  wliich 
senwd  bb  a  guide  to  detect  the  «tone.  The  finger  being  with* 
drawn,  the  stone  was  seiaed  by  the  blades ;  but  nxxm  the  great 
cxpunsion  of  the  bandies,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  ^^culua 
was  either  very  large,  or  otherwise  taken  iiold  of  in  an  un£j^ 
Tourable  direction.  To  Ascertain  tUs  incident,  I  eodeavouseG 
to  reach  the  stone  by  iasiauating  the  finger  betwixt  the  extend- 
ed Uades  of  the  forceps,  but  was  opposed  by  the  bulk  of  the 
puosUte  ghuMl ;  for  it  apf3eared  to  occupy  so  coasideraUe  a 
spaeei  that  its  extent  could  not  be  wholly  traced  by  the  finger 
in  any  direction.  I  therefore  judged  it  expedient  to  let  go  the 
atone,  and  attempt  to  seise  it  in  a  less  diameter;  and  after  uskig 
every  possible  means  in  my  power,  I  was  oUiged  to  abandon 
this  prefect ;  and  the  extent  and  rigidity  of  the  prostate,  and 
its  unyielding  condition,  induced  me  to  enlarge  the  jncision  $  . 
for  on  every  attenipt  to  extract  the  stwie,  tlie  l^dy  of  the  gland 
was  iuvought  forwards  into  sight,  and  af^ieaned  to  comfMetely 
wedge  up  the  space  betwixt  the  two  rami  ischii.  T^us  situat-  | 
ed,  and  whilst  the  left  hand  was  employed  in  gently  drawing 
forw4U'ds  the  forceps  along  with  the  etone,  the  rig^t  was  engag-  j 
ed  in  dilating  the  wound  with  the  scalpel  in  a  line  with  the  ; 
fxlernfil  incision,  where  the  reastaace  opposed  die  chief  d[)sta- 
dei  in  this  manner  sufficient  ^«oom  was  made,  and  the  trans- 
mission of  the  stone  efiected.  It  was  of  an  oval  shape,  asd  its 
loQg  diameter  2.25,  and  its  short  1.75  inches.  A  female  sound 
was  immediateiy  passed  into  the  bladder,  and  another  stone  de-* 
tected  larger  than  the  first,  and  which  was  extracted  with  pro- 
portiouate  difficulty.  It. was  ako  oval,  but  measured  d«6  inches 
one  wef ,  and  IB.  I  the  ether.  From  the  different  situations  in 
which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  recognizing  the  prostate  glaiid  of 
$bi»  pationtf  both  by  the  fing^  passed  up  t£e  reetum  and %FOBgb 
ibe  wound  in  perineeo,  its  niteral  lobes  evidently  projected  con- 
siderably on  the  rectum,  and  it  appeared  the  snwe  and  size  of 
the  gizzard  of  a  goose.  *     ikveral  arteries,  were  divided  in  the 


♦  Atthougti  ft  morbid  enlargement  of  tliis  ^land  may  induce  an  .jmfiflwu«»bifl 
prognostic  of  the  success  atteiidairt  on  lithotomy,  yet  it  is  not  an  inftupteran/^ 
for  its  being  altogelher  abandoned ;  for  daily  obserradon  shows,  that  tbf" 
when  indurated  and  enlarged,  will  frequently  endure  much  violence  with 
live  impunity. 

The  symptoTOK  characteristic  of  stony  concretions  in  the  bladder,  and  an 
•ondition  of  the  prostate  gland,  are  sometimes  confounded  with  each  other, 
will  ai'pear  the  nccestdty  of  ditcaminating,  boiwixt  these  twg  disease^ ;  aja 


If  II. 


t^  BuIoVj  Gb8  ^  £«ab&?M^. 


ITS' 


opo^tM!.  wbI<A  reqaifed  the  ligxturai  mtiA  th»e  w«  a  coed-. 
■j!!j  °*"'"»f  «f  'I'uod.  which  appetu-ed  to  come  from  the  dfc- 
Tided  edges  of  the  prostate  gland.  A  canola  wa*  ia'.redaccd  in- 
to the  wound,  which  by  ite  preMure  t)n  (he  inctaed  portions  of 

the  i;lani!,   iinvi-ntfd  the  blood   from  making  its  way  into  th* 
!»  Slopped  the  bleeding. 

t,  qjread  widi  cerate,  was  applied  to  the  woimdi 

eyed  to  bed,  and  his  kneei  brought  te» 

oiins  of  a  tape  pai,sed  round  his  Uiigfas> 

sixty  drops  of  tinct,  opii,  waa  adminit* 

lert  to  take  repose.     On  calling  in  dw 

led  that  the  medicine  iiad  not  prodsfitd 

fetfess,  witti  quick  piil^c.     Thoe  was  n» 

I  tlie  region  of  the  biadiler,  nor  any  .b»» 

Ipd,  and  the  urine  flowed  g«/titfi'ni  through. 

■ruption. 

mmediately  procured  in  the  room,  intct 

freinained  twenty-five  minutes,  wbit^  nS^ 

I  relief,  but  without  prnducins  synct^e  or 

»Ty  force  of  arterial  actiim.     On  being  rofc 

^te  draught  was  repeated,  but  did  not  is* 

lion  to  sleep  the  whole  of  tbc  night.     In 

i  was  removed,  and  the  wotind  dressed  at: 

vith  autimonial  wine,  was  directed  tp 

t  glyster  was  administered  for  sever^  suo> 

Kgional  purgatives  exhibited,  to  stifnitlatA 

3f  the  intestines,  all  which juwliiced  their. 

K'arm  bath  waa  repeated  twice  every  twen- 

days  successively,  and  the  antiphlogiBtic 

Iked  till  the  symptoms  of  fever  and  trriu-* 

^nstant,  three  days  after  the  Operation,  ft 
tension  manifested  itself  in  the  lower  part 
1  extended  along  the  urethra,  and  which 
G  of  peritoneal  inflammation.     But,  on  B- 


'5  form  a  tolerably  • 
"om  the  Ufethre ;  for 
•-oily  a  mdlure  of  *!= 
bladder,  il  becomes  1 

Lccurate  criterion,  by  Mteallntf  W 
in  a  disease  of  Che  pnntaM  (bid 
«id  mucus  and  urine;  sod  wh$n 

»f  the  bladder,  even 

if  il  could  he  ucfftuned  prior  M 

J  oieani  to  preveui  its  being  iierfisrmed,  unlcu  eon* 
1;  tor  I  have  witneued  many  caiel  <>'  Ihi)  4eKn(li<Wi 
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minute  invest^^atioii  I  was  cohviiiced,  that  tbe  tension  of  the 
abdomen  was  caused  by  the  parts  of  the  wound  connected  with 
the  operation  .being  distended  with  inflammation,  which  wholly 
jirerented  the  action  of  the  bladder  and  roluntary  power  of  the 
abdominal  muscles  from  propelling  the  urine*  throngh  the  aper- 
ture. Without  hesitation,  I  passed  a  female  catheter  up  the 
wound  in  perinno  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  and  evacuated 
more  than  a  quart  of  limpid  urine  of  healdiy  appearance.  This 
unusual  mode  of  assisting  nature  in  relieving  herself,  was  found 
necessary  to  be  repeated  every  eight  or  ten  hours  for  several  suc- 
ceeding days,  until  the  tension  and  inflammation  of  the  parts 
cbnnected  with  the  wound  had  subsided  ^  after  which  the  urine 
returned  through  the  artificial  aperture  with  comparative  free- 
dom. About  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  operation,  a  little 
urine  made  its  way,  at  intervals,  by  the  channel  of  the  urethra, 
and  the  man  seemed  gradually  recovering  $  when  on  a  sudden 
a  new  train  of  symptoms  came  on,  accompanied  with  inflamma- 
tion and  sweDing  of  the  right  testicle,  attended  with  violent  oIh 
tuse  pain,  whicn  produced  a  slight  degree  of  fever  and  constitu- 
tioniil  irritation  of  the  system.  Ten  feeches  were  applied  to  the 
inflamed  scrotum,  and  cloths  moistened  in  a  solution  of  ammo- 
nia muriata  in  vinegar  and  water  were  kept  constantly  applied 
to  the  afiected  part;  a  brisk  purgative  draught  was  administered, 
and  a  scanty  regimen  enjoined:  yet  every  precaution  used  to  dis- 
perse the  swelling  and  inflammation  proved  unavailing,  and  sup- 
puration was  announced  by  frequent  rigors,  and  the  structure 
of  the  testicle  becoming  less  tense.  A  poultice  was  then  applied/ 
and  renewed  three  times  a-day,  till  a  fluetuation  of  matter  be- 
Hame  perceptible,  which  was  let  out  through  an  opening  made 
with  a  lancet  i  the  pai*t  soon  healed,  and  the  tension  of  the  tes- 
ticle gradually  subsided  $  soon  after  which  the  left  testicle  be- 


*  t  aim  indu<^^  16  believe,  thdt  hditirift  vesicalis,  subsequent  to  tbe  operatien  of 
lithotomy,  is  a  very  rare  occurreiite;  and^  so  far  as  my  inquiry  extends,  is  scarcity 
noticed  by  an^  autiiftrs  who  Lave  written  on  tlie  after-treatment  of  patients  labour^ 
ing  uiidtr  this  disease,  it  being  a  circumstance  which  may  be  occasionally  mis- 
taken for  peritonitis,  seeing  the  symptoms,  on  a  superfidai  inspection,  bear  some 
analogy  to  each  otiier.  Hence  will  appear  the  necessity,  in  every  instance  of  ab- 
dominal afTection,  fur  tbe  surgeon  minutely  to.  invenigate  the  state  ef  tbe  bladder^ 
and  witness  tbe  discharge  of  urine  from  the  wound  or  by  the  urethra.  By  strict 
attention  to  this  particular,  the  morbid  retention  >of  urine  may  be  distinguished  from* 
abdominal  inflammation ;  and  by  the  iniroduetion  of  a  female  catheter  through  the 
wound  into  the  bladder,  tlie  water  may  be  discharged  as  oflen  as  required,  and 
tl^l  tlie  inflammation  subsides,  by  which  means  tlie  patient  will  be  i^rieved ;  and 
by  neglect  of  Uiis  mode  of  manual  assistance,  inflammation  of  tbe  bladder  and 
abdominal  viscera  would  inevitably  follow ;  for  tlicre  is  much  reason  for  believ- 
ing, tliat  serious  mistakes  have  soBietimes  ensued  from  this  syecies  of  icteatitta  a^ 
.  urine. 


**^ 
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came  enlarged  and  painftily  and  assamed  one  smooth  solid  snb- 
atance. '  Laches  and  other  topical  applications  were  assiduous- 
ly applied,  as  in  the  fimner  affection,  and  a  mixture)  mparentljr 
of  pus  and  urine,  was  regurgitated  *  by  the  urethra,  which  con- 
tinned  for  the  eoune  of  eight  or  ten  ^ys,  and  then  the  inflam* 
ihation  and  swelling  gradually  disappeared.  From  this  period 
the  wound  in  perineo  assumed  a  granulating  and  healthy  appear- 
ance, and  the  urine  was  voided  Yoluntarily  through  the  urethrp 
in  increased  quantity ;  and  in  the  space  of  ten  weeks,  irom  the 
time  of  the  operation,  the  wound  was  completely  healed,  and  the 
inan  returned  home  in  a  state  of  apparent  good  health,  being 
aUCe  to  retain  his  urme  in  considerable  Quantity,  and  pfopd  it  at 
pleasure.  On  a  minute  examination  or  the  state  of  tne  prostate 
gland  at  this  period,  by  the  finger  in  ano»  its  size  appeared  very 
iiuch  diminiBhed  from  what  it  was  prior  to  the  operation  f  . 

I  have  lately^  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  my  pa« 
tient ;  and  be  informs  me^  that  Some  weeks  past  he  parted  widi 
two  smaD  pieces  of  rough  calculi  by  the  ujrethra,  and  there  is  a 
deposit  of  sabulous  matter  in  his  urine ;  from  whjeh  it  appears 
probable  that  the  dbposition  to  the  formation  of  stone  still  exists; 


*  I  conceiVe  it  is  not  easy  to  eipkin  the  real  cause  of  this  malady  or  the  tesddes, 
nor  do  I  find  such  an  occnrren<;e  mentioned  b^  writers  on  lithotomy:  however,  I 
will  hasard  a  conjecture,  that  in  all  probability  some  irregular  particles  of  calculi, 
■epataled  ftom  the  urine,  might  become  entangled  behind  the  veru  montanum,  and 
oUitetate  the  orifices  of  die  seminal  ducts*  and  in  this  way  produce  .irritation  at  the 
<!ontiguous parts;  or,  by  sympathy,  the  vas  deferens  tnight  participata  the^wlth,  and 
the  inflammation  be  commmiicated  to  the  testis ;  fof  it  appeal  likely  that  the  mattet 
was  r^urgitatcd  through  this  duct  from  the  testicle  to  the  urethra. 

f  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  if  the  gorget  had  been  used  in  this  case,  it  would 
not  have  divided-  more  than  half  of  the  left  portion  of  the  prostate  gland,  oonse* 
quently  the  incision  must  have  been  quite  inadequate  for  the  extraction  of  the  stone, 
and  probably  too  small  to  admit  the  blades  of  the  forceps  without  much  violence  ; 
and  owing  to  the  indurated  structure  of  the  gland  opposmg  such  a  degree  o^  resist- 
ance  to  its  introduction  into  the  bbdder,  it  is  more  than  probable  that,  during  the 
attempt  to  accomplish  this  step  of  the  operation,  tlie  prostate  gland  must  have  beeti 
severed  fVom  its  connexion  with  the  membranous  pottion  of  th«  nrethrii  and  thf 
posterior  paict  of  the  bladder  become  transfixed.- 


8^9  -••   .    I 
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(!ase  (f  Knqfsied  Tumour  of  the  Jk^in.    By  Dr  AX'^xande^: 

James  Bpchanam^  of  Glasgow* 

Tt  18  a  remark  worthy  of  serious  considerallpA^  that  nodihig  fa 
-*-  more  pernicdous  in  the  theory  of  medicine,  than  to  form  gep 
neral  conclusigns  from  the  obserration  of  a  few  insulated  facts. 
Indeed,  nothing  has  tended  more  to  retard  the  true  adranceTnent 
of  the  sciencei  or  has  been  more  destructive  in  the  practice  of 
physic,  than  to  start  new  doctrines  upon  tsach  grounds^  and 
urge  the  general  emptoyment  of  remedies,  when  the  oblnions^ 
upon  whidi  their  use  is  founded,  are  supported  by  only  a  ^w 
CAses,  perhaps  ill  authenticated,  and  at  any  rate  uncertain,  from 
tthe  very  circumstance  of  their  being  few  in  number. 

The  approaches  to  generalization  on  the  diseases  of  thebraipit 
liave,  from  the  complexity  of  its  structure,  and  o\ir  ignorance  of 
die  uses  of  its  various  parts,  be^n  necessarfl?  retarded!  Nor  canr 
we  with  propriety  expect^  while  our  knowledge  is  thus  confined 
and  imperfect,  to  speak  with  certainty  on  the  proximate  capsfa 
6f  the  affection  of  any  particular  part  of  this  org^n*  or  if^fr  qqis^ 
clusiMis  at  all  satisfactory  regardiiif  its  efibots.  Wtsn  we  ahray* 
to  find  a  particular  symptom  the  mv|iri|ible  attendant  op  a  par* 
Ocular  mocKfleation  of  morbid  actiop,  and  tim  confieq^en?e  w 
happen  as  reffu)arly  as  the  efibct  of  any  other  eonstfmt  «xeit]n|r 
cause,  and  did  no  instances  prove  the  fiiBiUfity  of  such  expect 
lions,  then  might  we  deduce  oeneral  condusiofts,  in  all  probabiS- 
ty  incontrovertible.  Such,  however,  unfortunately,  1^  not  the 
case.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  spm^,  with  all  the  pomp  of 
syDo^tic  deeision^  have  brought  forward  the  few  iactp  in  Uieir 
possession,  and,  upon  sudi  scanty  basis,  hay?  }ed  ibr^  deduc*- 
lions,  in  their  estimation  altogether  c«a<;lusive,  and^  withou|< 
admitting  the  possibility  of  the  eeeurrenee  of  any  fiew  anodiSea-k 
lions,  have  closed  in  the  generalization  of  the  old. 

I  was  led  to  these  remarks,  by  the  review  of  some  positiona 
established  by  particular  authors,  regarding  the  diseased  ^Rectiona 
of  the  structure  of  the  brain,  with  which,  aifler  cdllating  the  fol- 
lowing, and  a  few  other  cases  given  to  the  world,  by ^  medical 
gentlemen  of  respectability,  the  latter  could  not,  even  after  a 
reasonable  degree  of  flexion  and  extension,  be  brought  to  agree. 
I  do  'not  mean,  at  present,  to  enter  upon  a  refutation  of  tnese 
1$  but  may  perhaps  trouble  you  afterwards  with  some  ob* 


mttB^oni  upoii  ihem^  Neither  isi  A^  follcmlfig  c«ii6  ctSbv^ 
tritfa  the  new  of  dledtKiing  frdixl  it  My  remktks  of  prsictkal  iiil>- 
fortiaic&  It  appetrcfd  to  tne  %(t>rlhy  i)f  being  recorded^  from 
the  shigulliTitjof  the  phetidinenit  found  upon  dissection^  and  the 
fittie  connexion  disooverable  between  th^a  and  tiie  previous 
VjmptofklB. 

AcTRBS  Macl&lIiANi  Aged  fi^e  yeakrs)  had  for  a  considerable  time 
been  affected  with  hooping-cough,  the  ^ymptom^  of  which  had^ 
however,  been  uncommonly  mild.    On  the  Sd  of  Norembei^, 
.when  I  first  saw  heT^  slie  had  been  ill  for  about  three  weeks;  and 
according  to  the  account  given  me,  it  did  not  appear  as  if  abotit 
to  leave  her,  although  the  fits  of  coughing  were  6hort  aiid  east^ 
and  she  was  in  every  other  respect  in goodlieldth*     As  no emetiii 
iiad  been  tried,  I  ordered  an  antimonid  one^  and  ai^  recommend- 
ed a  change  of  air  for  the  child,  and  it  was  determined  accord^ 
ingly  to  have  het  carried  into  the  country.  Upon  calling  a  few  dayis 
ii&r^  I  was  informed,  that  they  had  not  thought  it  necessary  td 
have  her  removed^  as  the  paroxysms  had  become  daily  fewel^ 
And  more  easy,  but  that  she  had  been  otherwise  very  ill  smce  my 
last  visit*     She  spent  her  nights  restlesdy,  did  not  take  her  meal 
«  usual,  and  her  stools  were  slimy  and  dM'k^coloured.     Heir 
tadtfaer  also  assured  me,  that  she  had  been  much  changed  withiA 
these  few  days,  in  almost  every  respect-*^her  toys  afforded  her  no 
amusement — at  one  time  she  would  become  unusually  lively,  And 
at  another,  insensible  and  torpid-^atid  that  when  free  &om  either 
of  these,  she  was  peevish,  fretful,  and  discontented.     Such  in^* 
Congruous  symptoms  induced  me  to  be  more  particular  in  my 
C9tamination$  and  upon  after  inquiry  I  learned,  that  lit  all  timei 
tinoe  the  accession  ox  the  hooping-cou^h,  she  appeared  much  dis*^ 
posed  to  sleep,  but  could  enjoy  none,  latterly,  from  her  incessant 
tOBsiBg  and  restlessness.    Inis  train  of  symptoms  had  become 
more  urgeni  for  two  days  past ;  die  pulse  Was  small,  quick,  and 
freqtient,  beating  135  in  the  minute;  and  Fahrenheit's  thermos 
meter,  upon  placing  the  bulb  in  the  axilla,  stood  at  102''.     Her 
tongue  was  white  and  furred,  and  her  thirst  considerable.     An 
attendant  told  me,  that  when  more  sensible  in  the  night,  she  had 
complained  of  pain  ip  the  head.     She  was  much  reduced  in 
flesh  i  her  face  was  suffused  with  an  unhealthy  flush ;  there  was 
much  throbbing  of  the  temporal  artery » and  the  eyes  were  tender* 
These  symptoms  led  me  to  think,  that  the  child  was  labouring 
under  an  attack  of  the  common  infantile  fever,  and  that  all  the 
appearances  mentioned  originated  from,  or  were  at  least  inti** 
.lately  dependent  upon  the  state  of  the  alimentary  canal.  Calbajr* 
tics  being  therefore  indicated^  I  ordered  a  brisk  onei  which  waa 
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immediately  given.  Bj  next  morning,  the  medicine  had  eflRset- 
ed  a  very  complete  evacaation  of  the  bowels,  the  greatest  part  of 
which  was  very  fetid,  and  of  a  mucous  appearance  and  ocmsist- 
ence»  3he  had  vomited  a  quantity  of  liffht  greenish  fluid ;  the  puke 
yfZA  reduced  to  100,  without  intermission ;  the  heat  was  more  xbot 
derate ;  and  I  bcffan  to  form  a  favourable  prognosis.  My  hopes 
were  however  delusive ;  for  upon  the  succeeding  morning  a  great 
phange  for  the  worse  had  td^en  place ;  the  pulse  still  continued 
less  frequent,  and  the  febrile  heat  appeared  recessant ;  but  the 
pulsations  were  tremulous  and  irregular,  and  the  extremities  were 
cold  and  livid.  The  mouth  soon  became  loaded  with  aphthae, 
the  respiration  was  stertorous,  and  she  appeared  to  be  comatose. 
These  symptoms  continued  with  exacerbation  till  the  morning  of 
ihe  14th,  on  which  day,  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  she  died. 

From  several  circumstances  attending  the  above  case,  I  was  in-r 
duced  to  request  permission  to  examme  the  body,  which  was 

S anted.  I  accordingly,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  dav  on  which 
.  e  died,  laid  open  the  cavities  of  the  thorax  and  aboomen,  and 
examined  the  viscera  of  each,  with  the  greatest  care,  but  coidd 
discover  in  neither,  in  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  the  smallest  apr 
pearance  of  morbid  alteration.  In  the  stomach,  I  found  a  quaur 
%\iy  of  light  greenish  fluid,  similar  to  that  which  had  been  vo- 
ynited ;  the  intestinal  canal  was  almost  completely  empty ;  but 
no  diseased  change  of  structure  was  perceptible. 

Convinced  that  what  I  had  seen  was  insufficient  to  account 
for  all  the  appearances  which  had  manifested  themselves  during 
the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  although,  from  a  consideration  of 
the  pathognomonic  symptoms  of  hydrocephalus,  I  did  not  expect 
to  meet  with  any  considerable  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  cavities 
of  the  brain — an  increased  action  of  the  arterial  system,  having 
}peen  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  disease,  the  pupils  A^ 
so  having  remained  all  along  sensible  to  the  light,  and  not  the 
slightest  inclination  to  convulsive  motions  having  been  discover- 
ed in  any  part  of  the  body — still,  however,  as  there  had  been 
stertor  in  breathing,  and  latterly  disposition  to  coma,  and  as  she 
nad  complained  of  pain  in  the  head,  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
jexamjne  the  state  of  the  brain  ;  and  the  following  is  an  account 
of  its  dissection. 

On  removing  the  skull*cap,  the  external  surface  of  the  dura 
inater  appeared  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition :  it  was  therefore 
(being  divided  on  a  level  with  the  section  of  the  skull  all  around, 
except  at  its  posterior  part)  thrown,  along  with  the  falx,  in  the 
vsual  way,  backwards  over  the  occiput,  rhe  other  membranes 
being  now  exposed,  several  circular  spots  of  a  white  milky  colour. 
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and  Tiirying  fit>m  about  the  size  of  m  mmtard-seed  to  tkit  of  m 
«even-sniBuig  piece,  were  discovered  scaiXered  irregnkrly  in  se- 
Tend  places  over  the  sorfaoe  of  the  brain.     They  L^  diieAy  in  the 
furrows  between  the  oonvolutions  of  the  middle  nnd  the  poste- 
rior lobes,  although  some  smaller  ooes  were  foond  over  the  ccal- 
vexities  of  the  convolotions,  and  a  few  of  a  middle  size  and 
bluish  white  ookmr  cm  the  anterior  Ic^  of  the  right  side.     Oa  the 
isame  side,  and  in  the  direc^icm  of  the  corda  siivii,  lay  six  <^  the 
largest  kind,  of  a  daricer  hne  than  the  others.     Upmi  raising  t^ 
tunica  aracbnoides,  whidi  was  done  with  difficulty,  I  clearly  as* 
certained  that  these  vesicles  were  situated  between  that  merah- 
brane  and  the  pia  mater ;  and  what  appeared  remarkable  was, 
lliat  they  seemed  to  have  tittle  connexion  with  dther,  for  I  oould 
easily  raise  them  entire  upon  the  end  of  the  knife.     They  appear- 
ed to  be  surrounded  with  a  thin  membranous  covering;  and  when 
preised  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  a  quantity  of  flaid  like 
cream,  but  of  m  darker  colour,  and  more  viscid  consistence,  inter- 
mixed with  streaks  of  blood,  was  effused.     Having  ascertained 
every  thing  txmoemiog  these  bodies  that  I  thought  worthy  of 
notice,  I  now  proceeded,  in  the  usual  manner,  to  dissect  away  the 
substance  of  the  right  honisphere,  on  a  level  with  the  section  of 
the  cranium,  in  order  to  expose  the  centrum  ovale  minus.     The 
brain  cut  very  wdl  for  about  one  third  of  the  length  of  the  he- 
misphere; but  when  I  had  reached  to  about  the  beginning  of  the 
middle  lobe,  an  cffiision  of  daik  bloody  fluid  made  its  appear- 
ance.   Carrying  the  division  backwards,  I  brought  into  view  a 
horizontal  section  of  a  circumscribed  dark  purple-coloured  cir- 
cular body,  of  a  homogeneous  appearance,  which,  upon  being 
washed,  appeared  well  defined  at  its  margin,  enveloped  in  an  ios 
flection  of  the  pia  mater,  and  encircled  by  a  thin  layer  of  cineii- 
tious  mattar.     It  was,  dierefore,  though  apparently  in  the  veiy 
centre  of  the  medullary  part,  in  fact  exterior  to  the  pia  m&ter 
and  cortical  portion  of  the  brain.     Upon  more  particular  exa- 
mination, I  observed  that  this  collection  of  morbid  matter  extend- 
ed inwards,  from  the  situation  of  the  corda  siivii,  where  I  had 
observed  the  largest  and  darkest-coloured  of  the  small  bodies  up- 
on the  surface,  and  that  it  was  fairly  encysted  ;  the  sac  being  com- 
posed, as  I  have  said  before,  of  a  prolonged  duplicature  of  the 
pia  mater;  also,  that  that  part  of  this  membrane  which  sur- 
rounded it  was  opaque,  thicker  than  natural,  and  painted  in  all 
directions  with  red  vessels.     This  body  in  appearance  was  \^ry 
^milar  to  the  spleen,  although  its  substance  was  less  compact, 
and  its  texture  more  delicate.     Having  examined  the  tumour  in 
all  directions,  and  ascertained  every  thing  I  could  possibly  dis* 
cover,  I  proceeded,  with  considerable  eKpectatioBy  to  open  the  lar 
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^Mrd  v^tridlMf  ^hich^  notwitbeteadinc  the  previous  duMctioiit 
fdll  remained  entire.  Tbey  oonUiiiecreach  a  annall  qiuntily  <^ 
aqueous  fluid*  The  fornix  was  now  divided  at  its  anterior  orurat 
jmd  the  Teluasi  interpositam,  which  exhibited  a  roost  bemottful  ap» 
pearance^  exposed  to  view.  The  whole  of  it,  but  particulany 
the  plexus  choroides,  was  distended  with  vessels  almost  to  bursv- 
iiur,  and  what  are  usually  imagined  to  be  hydatids,  were  clusten- 
ea  in  great  numbers  round  thelatter  part*  I  continued  to  dissect 
downwards,  but  could  discover  nothing  further  unnatural,  esc- 
aept  that  the  peduncles  of  the  pineal  glmd  were  unusually  lar^ 
•and  prominent. 

The  above  case  would  seem  to  point  out  the  fallacy  of  a  priori 
leasoning  ili  ipedicine;  for,  if  we  except  the  stertor  in  breathings 
and  incluiation  to  coma,  every  appearance  was  nothing  more 
•than  the  usual  symptoms  of  idiopathic  fever.  The  increased  ac- 
.tivity  of  the  circulation,  and  particularly  the  state  of  the  boweb, 
were  conclusive  proois  of  this,  and  inqicated  the  use  of  purgar 
lives.  Such  bein^  the  case,  the  extensive  disorjganizatioa  £s- 
tsovered  in  the  brain,  deserves  our  particular  attention  j  and,  witb 
respect  to  it|  it  would  occur  to  one  at  first  sight,  that  one  of  two 
circumstances  must  have  taken  place:  either  that  part  of  the 
brain  which  formerly  occupied  its  place,  must  have  been  gradu*- 
ally  absorbed  and  carried  out  of  the  cranium  into  the  system,  ip. 
proportion  as  it  in(;reased  in  siase,—- or  the  brain  must  have  endur- 
ed such  compression  as  this  unnatural  tumour  must  unavoidably 
)iave  occasioned,  and  supported  its  own  structure  entire,  and  the 
performance  of  its  various  functions  little  impaired,  during  such 
existing  circumstances.  The  latter  of  these  is  at  variance  with 
4Cmr  observation  of  what  happens  in  other  similar  circumstances  ^ 
for  insensibility  and  death  are  the  usual  consequences  of  com- 
pression. The  fcHrmer  corresponds  with  what  we  see  daily  oc- 
cur in  other  parts  of  the  system,  and  is  the  only  satisfactory  way 
0f  accounting  for  the  growth  of  such  a  body,  in  such  a  place,  un- 
less we  spppofe  that  this  morbid  matter  existed  from  tlie  child's 
iurthf  and  had  been  coeval  with  the  formation  of  the  other  parts 
.of  the  brain,  which  is  highly  improbable.  Indeed,  I  am  inclin- 
led  to  believe,  that  this  tumour  had  been  at  first  similar  to  those 
found  on  the  surface  of  the  brain,  and  had  increased  more  rapid- 
ly th^  they,  from  its  situation  having  ofiered  less  resistance  than 
vras  presented  to  them.  But,  that  such  a  collection  could  have 
formed,  not  only  without  destroying  the  person,  but  even  with^ 
out  disturbing  the  functions  of  the  brain,  is  very  remarkable,  and 
IS  another  proof,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  substance  of  this 
fXEgan  is  by  no  means  esseatial  to  liiej  but  is  mejcely  subservienti 
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ID  sorae  manner  or  o&er^  to  the  muue  important  paxta.  Tlif 
white  bodies  found  between  the  tunica  aracfanoidea  and  pia  ma» 
ter,  are  not  new  in  their  occurrence ;  they  have  frequently  been 
found  in  dissections  of  fungus  hiematodes  ci  the  eye ;  and  thia 
Circumstance,  together  wiu  the  appearance  of  the  body  fonnj 
in  the  right  hemisphere,  induce  me  to  think  that  this  child  la» 
boured  under  a  modification  of  that  formidable  disease.  If  sc% 
it  would  appear  that  no  part  of  the  body  is  exempt  from  its  at* 
tacks,  since  it  has  been  found  in  almost  every  individual  viseusi 
and  as  this  case  would  seem  to  show  that  the  delicate  brain  itself 
is  liable  to  be  affected  with  it. 


V. 

Aecaunt  rf  Umaual  Cohfcrmatiims  of  some  Mutdes  and  FHtda 
By  Alexander  RAHtSAT,  M.  D*  Lecturer  on  Anatomy^ 
Edinburgh.    (With  an  JSngraving.J 

A  8  most  of  the  important  circamstances  connected  with  sorp* 
'^^  cal  operation^  seem  capable  of  demonstration,  itappearssur«' 
prising,  that  so  many  U^ics  ranking  under  that  usefiif  art  shouk} 
for  any  time  continue  desiderata.  Sixteen  years  aoo,  when  t 
bc^gan  lecturing  on  anatomy  in  Edinburgh,  I  showed  mv  pupils^ 
that  the  same  anastomosis  which  insured  success  in  popliteal  anr 
eurism,  promised  hopes  in  critical  cases,,  in  the  femoral  rqjioo^ 
or  even  within  Poupart's  ligament.  This-  has  lately  been  execute 
ed  by  British  sorgeonsy  with  complete  conviction  of  its  efficacy 
imd  safety. 

Permit  me,  through  the  medium  of  yo«r  useful  work,  to  na» 
tice,  that  the  rule  I  have  invariably  adhered  to^  of  having  the  ar« 
teries  of  every  subject  injected^  wnich  have  come  into  my  rooma 
in  Edinburgh,  or  the  colleges  abroad,  to  which  I  was  invited  aa 
teacher  of  anatomy,  has  not  only  familiarised  my  pupils  to  tb* 
usual  distributions  of  vessels,  but  likewise  to  those  varieties  wludi 
are  supposed  rare,  and  to  others  which  are  truly  unfreqoent, 
ihongh  important  to  be  known  and  recollected.  Even  varietiee 
in  muscles  seem  sometimes  cmmected  with  coBseqnences  not 
known.  I  shall  mention  a  few  drcumsta&cea  connected  with 
ibese  subjects. 

jn  the^ear  1795|  I  discovered  a  transverse  muscle  of  the  axilf 
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la,  which  may  account  for  the  liability  of  some  subjects  to  swcl- 
fcig  of  the  axillary  glands  on  occasions  of  violent  exertion.  This 
body  is  composed  of  an  oblong  mubcle,  stretched  from  the  pecto- 
ral muscle  to  the  latismus  dorsi  and  teres  major,  which,  in  ila 
▼iolent  contractions,  must  prove  inconvenient  to  the  axillary  ar- 
teries, veins  and  nerves  which  lie  within  this  muscle.  It  was  not 
known  in  Edinburgh  or  London,  when  I  demonstrated  it,  and 
is  now  detected  in  one  of  thirty  subjects,  when  dissectors  are  at- 
tentive. 

That  the  ulnar  artery  is  often  placed  superficially  (and  not 
deep- seated  in  all  cases,  as  books  in  general  mention),  is  weH 
known  to  anatomists,  but  not  universally  to  practitioners,  who 
might  be  surprised,  in  some  cases,  at  the  profuse  haemorrhage 
which  takes  place,  when  a  wound  has  exceeded  the  corpus  adi- 
posum  and  fascia. 

The  distribution  of  the  vessel,  b.  Fig.  1st,  seems  not  frequent, 
and  accounts  for  fatal  haemorrhage  in  the  operation  for  paracen- 
tesis.    It  is  surprising  that  practitioners  seem  never  to  have  ex- 
lonined  such  cases  atfter  death,  and  that  surgeons  have  rather 
adopted  the  hew  method  of  operation,  from  experience  of  the  oc- 
casional danger  connected  wiih  this  operation,  than  a  conviction 
and  knowledge  of  the  vessel  injured  in  such  cases.     Fig.  1st,  a, 
is  the  external  iliac  artery.     Here  the  circumflex,  cc,  is  not  sent 
off  as  a  principal  trunk,  but  is  a  branch  of  b,  a  large  ascending  ar- 
tery, exceeding  the  diameter  of  a  crow-quill,  which  passes  in 
the  course  of  the  trocar.     In  this  subject,  this  distribution  was 
found  on  the  right  side  only ;  but  it  occurs  occasionally  on  both 
sides.     The  symptoms  of  gradual  sinking  after  the  operation, 
which  has  been  known  to  continue  for  3  days,  and  terminate  in 
death,  ought  to  warn  practitioners  of  the  possibility  of  the  pre- 
sence and  section  of  this  artery,  which  is  easily  taken  up,  as  it 
lies  (so  far  as  my  observation  goes)  between  the  external  and 
internal  oblique  muscles  of  the  abdomen.     This  vessel  seems  to 
occur  once  in  ^00  cases,  were  I  to  conclude  from  those  I  have 
met  with  ;  though  this  artery,  upon  a  small  scale,  may  be  detect- 
ed often,  and  seems  the  cause  of  the  bloody  tinge  which  occa- 
sionally appears  in  even  successful  operation,    d.  Is  the  epigastric 
artery  which  sent  off,  e,  the  obturator  artery,  a  circumstance 
much  more  frequent  than  I  find  is  credited ;  and  so  far  as  this 
has  influence  in'  operations,  practitioners  ought  to  be  aware  of 
this  frequency,    f.  Is  the  superior  anterior  spinous  process  of  the 
OS  ilium  5  g,  Poupart's  ligament. 

^ig-  ^d,  exhibits  an  artery,  e,  as  large  as  a  crow-quill,  which 
traverses  the  middle  of  the  trachea  to  be  diffused  on  the  right 
lobe  of  the  thyroid  gktndt  this  vessdl  springs  from  the  comxidon 
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trunk  of  the  right  carotid  and  subclavian  arteries ;  a,  is  the  left 
carotid  artery ;  b|  the  common  trunk  of  the  right  subclavian,  c, 
and  oarotid,  d ;  e,  the  trachea  and  vessel  mentioned,  which  is  in- 
teiposed  where  the  trocar  passes  in  the  operation  for  tracheotomy* 
Fig.  Sd,  exhibits  the  anterior  tibial  artery,  c,  sent  off  higher 
than  usual  from  the  popliteal  artery,  and  is  subjected  to  the  con« 
tinual  pressure  of  the  popliteal  musde,  a;  between  which,  and  the 
tibia,  d,  this  unusual  distribution  passes  to  its  destination.     Is ' 
aneurismal  affisction  excited  by  such  circumstances  ? 
Infirmary  Street^  Edtnburghf') 
April  IBtkj  1812.  5 


VI. 

On  Painful  Subcutaneous  Tubercle,     By  William  Wood,  Esq. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh* 

THE  dise^e  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  present  commu- 
nication has  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  mentioned  in  the 
writings  of  any  systematical  or  practical  author,  although  it  is 
not  a  very  unfrequent  occurrence,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  num- 
ber of  cases  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  within 
the  last  twelve  iponths-  It  appears  to  me  to  be  well  worthy  of 
Attention,  both  from  the  severe  suffering  which  it  causes  to  the 
patient,  and  from  the  singularity  of  the  symptoms  to  which  it 
jgives  rise. 

The  disease  to  which  I  allude,  consists  in  the  formation  of  a 
lump  or  tubercle,  of  a  peculiar  nature,  in  the  subcutaneous  cel- 
lular substance.  This  tubercle  is  met  with  in  different  parts  of 
the  body,  but  most  frequently  in  the  extremities.  It  is  extreme- 
ly small,  generally  of  ihe  size  and  form  of  a  flattened  garden- 
pea  ;  and  in  none  of  the  cases  of  which  I  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure a  distinct  account,  larger  than  a  coffee-bean.  It  is  of  a  firm 
consistence,  and  is  apparently  quitcf  circumscribed,  being  situated 
loosely  in  the  cellular  substance,  immediately  under  the  integur 
inents,  which  retain  their  natural  colour  and  appearance. 

In  the  greater  proportion  of  cases,  there  is  no  visible  appear-r 
ance  of  disease  whatever,  and  it  is  only  when  the  surgeon  applies 
his  finger  to  a  particular  spot  pointed  out  by  the  patient,  that  he 
becomes  sensible  of  the  existence  of  the  tubercle.  In  some  few 
cases,'  however,  although  small,  it  is  so  superficially  sealed  as  to 
ibrm  a  visible  prominence.  '^   . 
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A»  m  Idl  ibe  tnm  wKh  lAidi  I  am  teq«aift<ed»  tMe  tntierdt 
had  fttlttiiiai  nearir  ite  ftiH  grdwtb  before  iu  preseoce  inn  de** 
leMd^  I  am  uoibie  lo  aajr^  whetkor  It  is  originaUy  of  ^km  or  of 
fApid  fiMtoalioii,  bM  baving  acqeirid  a  cartaiD  siae^  it  ramaiiit 
IMiarly  alatioiMury^  undeti^Dg  liardlj  any  perceptflrit  in^eaae  of 
balkf  even  in  tm  coune  of  a  great  mair)r  years ;  nor  does  k  ew^f 
ahow  any  lendenqr  to  sSeck  either  ihe  skin  at  sammnding  od^ 
lelar  Mibstanoe»  In  one  only  of  the  patieiitB  whom  I  have  soen^ 
or  of  whose  diteaso  I  baTaproeuvtd  an  aceonnt,  has  diere  been 
feond  more  than  one  of  these  tubarcfes^  and  ih  that  |»6rson  tht^a 
were  present  no  fewer  than  three  4t  the  sftiM  time. 

Trifling  as  the  diseased  part  is,  in  point  of  size  and  appear* 
ancei  it  becomes  the  cause  of  very  severe  and  even  of  excruciating 
pain.  So  strongly  is  this  pain  represented  by  the  patients,  tbat 
we  might  be  apt  to  amagine  their  statement  exaggerated,  did  we 
not  find  them  aO  concurring  in  the  same  representation,  and 
most  of  them  willing  to  submit  to  any  operation  that  may  be 
necessary  to  remove  the  cause  of  their  pain.  Two  women  in 
die  lower  rank  of  life  Came  to  me,  even  from  a  distance  of  above 
50  mtlei)  lo  hilve  a  cotisnitation  abdilt  this  disease  ^  and  bodi  of 
them  expressed  theii^  willingness  to  submit  to  any  temporary 
pain,  however  severe^  which  vai^t  remove  tildr  oom|dftint< 

The  pain  to  which  this  disease  gitres  ris%  is  extremdy  acille 
in  the  tubercle,  and  extends  from  it  to  a  consideraUe  lustafice 
along  the  neiffhlMMiring  parts ;  it  is  not  constant,  bat  oeeura  in 
paroxysms.  In  general,  at  the  commeneedient  of  the  paroxysmal 
llie  pain  is  slight,  but  gradually  increases  tiU  it  becomes  excru* 
ciatingly  severe  and  it  goes  off  in  the  dame  graducd  mlmneri 
leaving  the  parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  tuberde,  for  some 
time  werwards,  sore  to  the  touch,  as  if  they  had  been  bruised. 
The  paroxysms  vary  in  duration  from  ted  minutes  to  up  wank  of 
(wo  hours  i  but  they  seem  to  increase  both  in  frequency  and  se^ 
verity,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  the  disease  has  exists. 

Som^  of  the  patients  have,  occasional  intervals  of  ease  for  days 
or  even  weeks  |  in  others,  the  paroxysms  occur  several  times  m 
the  course  of  one  day*  They  generally  eome  on  spontaneously; 
but  in  one  of  the  cases  wlucn  I  met  with,  they  were  sometimes 
induced  by  the  friction  of  the  clothes  along  the  surfeee  of  the 
tubercle.  They  frequently  attack  the  patient  when  asleep,  in 
which  case  he  is  suddenly  awoke  by  the  severity  of  the  pain* 

The  d^ree  of  pain  produced  by  touching  the  tuberde  is  di5- 
ierent  in  different  cases,  all  the  patients  whom  I  have  examined 
allowing  it  to  be  freely  handled,  in  its  anUnafy  $tate$  without  feel-' 
liig  much  uneasiness,  but  complaining  of  great  ag^avation  ^ 
the  pain,  from  either  the  tuberde  or  siirrounding  skin  being 
eren  slightly  touched  during  the  paroxjfftn^    Acute  piiin  is  prod^-* 
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i  mofmmU  maothnthmt  ihe  wemaUilkwtdAit  tutwtdck 
teffMPjr  affectffA  bf  ffveiy  rinngr  i&  tlM  veathsr^  wiwAfr  fiNH» 
llMt  to  coU»  «r  fi^Mi  coU  to  tat.  Sonmnlof  llMpatkMs  have 
stated,  Ibtt  |fa(qf  im  maambim  of  mi  iocmw  m  Ae  sw  ef  tlie 
^ib^fde  dtinwg  iif  mtUpA  ^pam^  aad  come  of  Aem  bmve-<»e-^ 
CMimaltj  ohienredt  ai  Ae  sane  mne^  ad^rseof  di«oolonitioii> 
of  llio  dun  cofeiiiig  it»  wkidi  baoanae  of  a  povpUsh  or  bkikk 
CMlf  and  allhai^  I  luive  had  no appoHunity  of  atentainiiij 
the  tntfh  fif  tbase  liatpnwnii  ttam  my  omn  obaervaciaa,  I  have 
i»9  raaton  la  doabl  ihair  aomracj. 

It  ]»  a  mfinhf  drcuflMianest  that  in  d  <he  caats  whieh  ht!r9 
come  to  my  knowledge,  with  perhaps  one  exc«ptioii»  tbifr  ^peeit*^ 
of  taberde  ocGurred  in  females.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  opn- 
$i9#d  t0  aay  partiralar  ag0»  but  it  is  ftequantly  met  with  at  an 
ear^  p^iod  of  life,  and  I  have  known  it  reaaain  nearly  mM^hang^ 
^  &r  upwards  laf  ei^ieen  yesrs. 

f  fom  ibe  wvy  severe,  and  almoa  eoaitant  sufoing  lo  which 
th#  paMU  ia  exposed,  ike  tuberdB  frequandy  baoames  the  sab> 
jed  offif^ntiimi  and  fortauatdiy  it  may  be  extirpated  with  per* 
ftet  hS^9  no  unpleasant  symptom  having  eaar,  so  far  as  I  know^ 
baiEai  produasd  by  the  opesatieB.  The  pati^it  becomes  free* 
fjriiip  in  pain  and  uneasiness  as  soon  as  the  tabercle  is  removed, 
%iadf  90  &r  a9  nperience  yet  goes,  there  seams  to  be  no  t«)det|* 
qy  to  a  r^m  of  the.  disease.  In  removing  th^  tubercle,  it  i%' 
iimfM|[  to  be  quite  detached  firom  the  integuments,  and  to^  h^ 
bqt  loqsely  connected  with  the  surrounding  cellular  substance^ 
bath  of  which  sure,  to  all  appearance,  perfirctip  sound*  From  this 
cireimsts^oe  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  away  any  portion  of  the 
ski^»  fmd  <>^y  &  ^'^  inconsideraUe  quantitv  of  the  cellular 
q^^nbrane*  The  wound,  frequently  heak  by  the  first  intention  | 
i^aid*  even  in  those  cases  in  whieh  suppuration  takes  place,  the' 
cur^  19  adidom  prolonged  for  any  considerable  lenatn  of  time. 
Op  di'viding  the  tubercle  with  theknife,  after  it  has  been  remov- 
ed p[Qm  the  body,  it  is  found  to  be  of  a  pretty  ftrm  consistence, 
ao4  it  i^Khibits  an  uniform  structiyre^  somewhat  resembling  car* 
tiW^  in  appearanoe,  but  it  is  by  no  means  so  bard. 

jTiihfll  now  proceed  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  cases 
fi^ai  whiish  the  above  history  of  the  disease  has  been  drawn  up.' 

CaM  Iv-^Mxas     1 1  u  ,  a  lady  of  about  SO  years  of  age,  con- 
spilltad  my  falher,  in  the  year  1809,  on  account  of  three  tubercles, 
rather  AmalleP  than  garden  peas,  siuiated  superficially  under  the 
intfignmants  over  the  upper  part  of  the  gluteus  maximus  muscle.' 
Tb«H  W^^  jpla«a4  pretty  near  each  other;  t))ey  were  quite  move- 
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afafet  and  the  skin  eoverinfftbeni  was  of  natural  colour  and  ap« 
pearance.  She  complained  of  frequent  attacks  of  ^Ltremely  acute 
pain  in  these  little  tumours,  which  extended  from  them  to  a 
ooDsiderable  distance  along  the  neighbouring  parts.  These  at-^* 
tacks  sometimes  occurred  spontaneouslj,  mit  ware  frequently 
also  brought  on  by  the  friction  of  her  clothes  along  the  tuber- 
cles. She  was  recommended  to  try  the  topical  application  of 
mercurial  ointment,  but  this  not  being  productive  of  any  relief^ 
she  most  anxiously  desired  the  removal  of  the  diseased  parts. 
The  three  tubercles,  along  whh  a  considerable  portion  of  the  in- 
teguments and  of  the  ceUular  substance,,  were  removed  by  my 
father,  by  two  incisions.  The  wound  healed  by  the  first  in- 
tention ',  and  the  lady  has  never  since  had  any  uneasiness  or  re** 
turn  of  her  disease. 

Case  II. — Betty  Hunter,  a  poor  woman,  above  seventy  yearst 
of  age,  came  in  autumn  last  from  a  distance  of  above  thirty  miles» 
to  have  a  consultation  about  a  small  tubercle  of  the  size  and  form 
of  a  flattened  garden-pea,  situated  superficially  under  the  skin,  a 
little  above  the  inner  side  of  the  right  knee.     There  was  no  vi- 
sible appearance  of  disease  on  looking  at  the  afiected  limb  i  the 
skin  was  of  natural  colour  and  appearance.     The  tubercle  was 
quite  circumscribed  and  very  moveable.     When  she  applied  to 
me  for  advice,  she  said  it  would  appear  strange  that  a  woman,  at 
her  time  of  life,  should  have  come  such  a  distance,  on  account 
of  what  would  appear  to  me  a  perfect  trifle ;  but  that,  trifling  as 
the  little  knot  might  appear,  it  rendered  her  life  miserable,  from 
the  excessive  pain  to  which  it  gave  rise ;  and  she  added,  that 
she  would  submit  m§8t  willingly  to  any  operation  I  might  pro- 
pose, that  would  remove  her  disease.     She  informed  me  that  it 
was  upwards  of  13  years  since  she  first  observed  the  little  lump^ 
and  there  was  hardly  any  perceptible  increase  in  its  si^e  since 
that  time, — that  it  had  not  given  her  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness 
till  within  1 8  months,  at  which  time  she  had  become  subject  to 
occasional  attacks  of  severe  pain  in  the  tubercle,  extending  from 
it  to  a  considerable  distance  along  the  thigh  and  leg;  that,  for 
some  time  back,  she  had  had  regularly  one  paroxysfai  in  the  course 
of  every  24  hours,  which  came  on  sometimes  during  the  day, 
and  at  others  during  the  night ;  that  these  paroxysms  originally 
continued  for  about  half  an  nour,  but  had  gradually  increased  to 
upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  had  become  excruciatindy  se- 
vere.    She  enjoyed  perfect  ease  in  the  intervals  between  the  pa- 
roxysms.   She  never  perceived,  at  any  time,  any  alteration  in 
the  colour  or  appearance  of  the  skin.     She  allowed  the  tumour 
to  be  freely  bandied,  without  complaining  of  much  uneasiness. 
Having  pinched  up  the  tubercle^  - 1  cut  it  out,  along  with  a  por^ 
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lion  of  the  jiiteguments,  and  afterwards  removed  i^'qufltolity  of 
the  contiguous  cellular  membrane.  Partly  from  having  removed 
so  much  of  the  cellular  substance,  and  probably  in  part^from  the 
languor  of  the  circulation  at  her  advanced  period  of  life,  adhesioa 
did  not  take  place,  and  the  wound  assumed  an  indolent  appear^ 
ance.  By  4aaeans  of  poultices,  however,  and  stimulating  appU«> 
crations,  it  was  brought  into  a  state  of  suppuration,  and'washeal* 
ed  up  in  the  course  of  15  or  16  days.  The  ^ia  and  cellular  sub* 
stance  which  I  had  removed,  were,  on  examination,  found  to  all 
appearance  perfectly  sound.  She  has  had  no  return. of  her  dis« 
ease. 

Case  III. — Mrs  Craio,  about  28  years  of  age,  came  to  me  in 
March  last,  from  a  considerable  distance  in  Fife,  on  account  of  a 
tubercle  of  the  size  and  form  of  a  flattened  garden-pea,  situated 
immediately  under  the  skin  over  the  middle  of  the  right  leg,  on 
its  outer  side.  It  felt  firm  but  moveable,  and  the  skin  retained 
its  natural  colour  and  appearance.  Above  seven  years  previous" 
to  my 'seeing  her,  she  had  become  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of 
pain  in  the  right  leg,  and  soon  afterwards  she  accidentally  dis- 
covered the  little  knot,  which  had  undergone  very  little  altera- 
tion in  size  from  that  time.  For  several  years  back,  she  had 
been  subject  to  several  paroxysms  of  pain  in  the  course  of  every 
^4f  hours,  varying  in  duration  from  10  minutes  to  nearly  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  These  she  said  had  become  exquisitely  se- 
vere ;  they  frequently  attacked  her  when  asleep ;  in  which  case, 
she  suddenly  awoke  in  a  fright,  and  occasionally  found  that  she 
was  screaming  out  from  the  severity  of  the  pain.  Tlie  pain  was 
Hot  confined  to  the  tubercle,  but  extended  to  some  distance  both 
up  and  down  the  leg.  By  her  account,  the  tubercle  frequently 
hecBtne  visibly  increased  in  size  during  the  paroxysm^  and  the  skin 
Covering  it,  sometimes,  at  the  same  time,  assumed  a  purplish  or 
bluish  hue.  The  paroxysms  had  been  gradually  increasing  both 
in  frequency  and  severity.  I  removed  tne  tubercle,  without  tak- 
ing away  any  part  of  the  integuments,  and  a  very  small  portion 
only  of  cellulai*  substance.  At  the  first  removal  of  the  adhesive 
straps,  the  divided  parts*  were  found  to  have  adhered  j  but  there 
Iras  a  slight  discharge  of  pus  from  the  surface  of  the  wound  for 
ten  or  twelve  days.'  She  has  not  experienced  the  slightest  unea- 
siness since  the  operation. 

Case  I  v.— Mrs ^  a  lady  of  about  50  years  of  age,  more 

than  12  years  ago  became  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of  pain  in 
the  right  arm,  which  were  supposed  to  arise  from  rheumatism. 
On  this  account  blkters  and  other  remedies  were  employed,  but 
without  any  advantage.  Some  years  aftei* wards,  she  accidentally 
discovered  a  small  l^mp,  fiboul  t^esizepf  a.smaii  garden  pea^ 
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imder  the  tldn»  on  die  middk  liiid  outer  part  of  tbe  right  arm. 
At  this  time  the  attacks  of  pain  were  freqoeiiti  die  pain  was  terj' 
acute,  bodi  in  the  tubercle,  and  in  tbe  surrounding  parts  upward 
nearly  to  tbe  shoulder,  and  downwavds  to  the  fillers  I  theseparta 
fAi  sore  to  the  touch  for  some  time  after  tbe  paroxysm  had  goner 
off  I  she  oocasionaOy  ako  fidt  a  degree  of  numbness  in  the  fi^ar^ 
of  die  right  hand*  She  was  ordered  the  topical  use  of  mercurial 
ointment,  but  was  at  the  same  time  recommended,  if  she  did  not 
soon  get  free  of  pain,  to  have  tbe  diseased  part  cut  out.  She 
conceived  that  she  derived  some  advantage  prom  the  ointment  f 
at  least,  after  its  employment,  the  pain  no  lon^r  extended  down^ 
wards  towards  the  hapd,  although  it  remained  equity  severe 
in  the  tub^n'de  itself,  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  arm.  I  saw 
dtis  lady  a  few  days  ago :  She  informs  me,  that  she  is  never  24 
hours  free  from  an  attack  of  pain,  which  lasts  from  half  an  hour 
to  pearly  an  hour ;  that  it  is  slight  at  the  commencement  of  the 
paroxysm,  but  gradually  increases  until  it  become^  encessiyely 
severe;  and  after  it  has  begun  to  abate,  it  ffoes  off  gradually.  The 
pain,  during  the  paroxysm,  extends  a  ^oea  way  up  the  arm,  whi<;h. 
remains  sore  to  Uie  touch  for  some  time  afterwards*  Although 
she  complains  of  no  uneasiness  on  the  tubercle  being  freely  hand-* 
led,  in  its  ordinary  state^  exQuisite  pain  is  the  consequence  of  ei- 
ther the  tubercle  or  surrounding  skin  being  touched,  even  in  the 
slightest  manner,  during  the  paroxysm.  She  says  she  doe#  not 
thmk  it  possible  for  any  person  who  has  not  experienced  tbe  pain 
of  this  wease  to  form  any  idea  of  its  severity.  The  paroxy^v^a 
freouently  awake  her  from  sleep*  There  is  no  visible  appearance 
^  disease  on  looking  at  the  arm  j  but  when  the  particular  spot  is 
pointed  out,  a  tuberck'^  a  little  larger  than  a  flattened  garden- 
pea,  and  more  of  an  oval  form,  is  felt  rpDing  very  superfidally 
under  the  integuments,  which  she  has  never  observed  to  undergo, 
any  change  in  colour  or  appearance.  She  thinks  the  tubercle  dk 
Tiuh  larger  dian  when  she  6rst  perceived  it :  She  informs  me* 
that  it  appears  to  her  to  be  increased  in  siae  during  the  parpgysmp 
pr  at  least  that  it  becomes,  at  that  time,  mpre  superficial  than. 
Vsual,  although  never  visibly  prominent. 

These  are  the  only  cases  of  the  disease  which  I  have  met  witl;i; 
in  private  practice.  I  bad  an  opportunity,  however,  of  seeing 
another  case  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  in  the  course  of  last  summer*. 
The  patient  was  under  the  care  ot  my  friend,  Mr  Newbiggipg^ 
one  of  the  surgeon^  to  that  Insdtudon^  widi  whose  permission  { 
insert  the  history  of  the  case.  * 

Case  V. — **  Maroaret  Oliver,  eetat.  £9.  June  20th  1 811 J 
About  the  middle  of  the  left  leg,  over  the  gastrocnemius  externos 
muscle,  is  a  Mnall  moveable  tumour,  about  the  size  and  shape 
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bf  a  garden  pea  flattened,  and  of  a  firm  consistence*  It  is  %itd^ 
ated  immediatdy  below  the  integuments,  which  are  not  in  the 
least  discoloured.  She  describes  the  pain  as  shooting  from  the* 
part  to  the  knee  and  upwards,  at  times  so  exquisite  that  she  can 
scarcely  bear  it,  particularly  when  the  limb  is  cold,  and  has  re-' 
Inained  for  some  time  at  rest  i  it  is  always  relieved  by  rubbing 
the  part,  and  by  the  application  of  Ibeat;  says,  that  during  the 
summer  months  she  scarcely  ever  £eels  it,  and  her  walking  is  not 
in  the  least  impeded  by  ib.  Her  general  health  has  be^n  rather 
indifferent  for  some  years  past,  which  she  ascribes  to  her  rest  iff 
the  fore  part  of  the  night,  during  the  winter  months,  being  so' 
frequently  interrupted  by  the  pain  of  the  limb.  When  ^e  nrst 
felt  it,  which  is  between  ten  and  twelve  years  ago,  the  knot  wasr 
about  the  size  of  a  pin's  head;  since  then  it  has  been  slowly  and 
gradually  increasing.'  Knows  tio  cause  fpr  the  cbmplainti  and  hasr 
used  no  remedies  except  fomenting  the  part  with  vinegar  about 
two  years  ago,  which  procured  no  relie£ 

"  June  22. — The  tumour  was  removed  to-day,  which  on  exa« 
mination  was  found  to  be  about  the  size  and  shape  of  a  garden- 
pea,  of  a  hard  uniform  texture,  and  resembling  cartilage.  The 
part  was  dressed  witli  strap  and  bandt^e. 

**  June  24. — Last  night  the  straps  were  removed  on  account 
of  the  pain  they  occasioned.  The  edges  of  the  wound  had  be-' 
come  inflamed,  swelled,  and  matter  had  begun  to  be  secreted* 
An  emollient  poultice  was  applied. 

**  June  SO- — Had  for  two  days  slight  febrile  symptoms,  which* 
are  now  gone;  leg  is  looking  better;  inflammation  gone. 

"  July  2. — t)ismissed  cured.  '^ 

These  five  are  all  the  cases  in  which  I  haVe  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  patient,  and  examining  thedlseased^part;  but  being  , 
lUixious  to  give  as  full  and  accurate  an  account  as  possibie  of  the 
symptoms  and  progress  of  this  singular  species  of  tubercle,  I  ap- 
plied to  my  medical  friends  for  infoi^matioi^  on  the  subject';  and 
two  of  them,  Professor  Thomson  and  Sir  Newbigging,  nave  been 
itind  enough  to  favour  me  with  a  very  distihct  account  of  the' 
disease,  as  it  occurred  in  patients  i^ho  had  come  under  their  care 
in  private  practice.  Cases  VI.  and  VII.  were  drawn  up  for  me' 
by  Professoj^  Thomson,  and  Case  VIII.  by  Mr  Newbiggii^g. 

Cafe  VI. — **  Mrs  A.  a  lady  of  about  SSyears  of  i%e,  coiisiilfed' 
me  several  years  ago,  on  account  of  a*  small  tubercle  under  the 
»kin,  on  the  middle  and  outer  part  of  the  left  fore-arm.  K  was 
about  the  size  of  a  sm^ll  pea,  was  moveable,  ahd  in  general  with- 
out pain.  At  times,  however,  it  was  so  exquisitely  gainful,  that 
.jhe  said  she  was  unable  to  endure  it.  The  attacks  of  pain  came' 
tx\  chiefly  in  the  night-time,  and  deprived  her  often  of  her  sleep.- 
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The  paio  at  tbese  times  extended  downwards  to  the  fingers,  and 
upwards  to  the  shoulder.  I  advised  extirpation,  whii£  was  ac* 
•cordingly  done,  but  had  ik>  opportunity  of  afterwards  examining 
the  structuve  of  the  tubercle.  This  hdy  has  ever  since  continu- 
^  free  from  pain. 

Case  VII. — **  Mrs  C.  a  particukr  friend  of  mine,  about  57 
years  of  age,  has  a  small  tubercle  about  the  size  of  a  cofiee-bear»» 
situated  immediately  under,  and  now  attached  to,  the  skin  on  tbe 
inside  of  the  calf  of  the  right  leg.  This  tubercle  is  in  general 
without  pain,  though  at  times  it  becomes  exquisitely  painful.  It 
b^gan  about  ten  years  ago,  soon  after  she  happened  by  a  violent 
efitort  to  rupture  some  of  the  fibres  of  the  gastrocnemius  muscle 
of  the  leg,  near  to  the  place  where  it  is  situated*  This  lady  always 
feels  pain  in  the  tubercle  for  some  time  before  and  after  changes 
of  weather  take  place,  whether  these  changes  be  from  heat  to  cold, 
or  from  cold  to  heat«  During  the  periods  of  pain:,  which  ofVea 
last  for  some  days,  the  skin  surrounding  the  tuliercle  becomes 
exquisitely  sensible  to  a  considerable  distance  from  it;  tbe  veins 
of  the  leg  swell,  and  the  tubercle  itself  has  a  slight  blush  of  red. 
1  have  repeatedly  advised  extirpation^  but  have  not  been  able  to 
prevail  on  her  to  submit  to  it.  "^ 

Case  VIII. — •*  A  married  lady,  about  40  years  of  age,  had  a 
small  moveable  tumour  about  the  size  of  a  garden-pea,  upon  the 
outside  of  the  right  arm,  a  little  above  the  elbow,^  seated  immedi- 
ately below  the  skin.     8he  complamed  of  frequent  attacks  of  se- 
vere pain  in  the  tumour,,  shooting  to  the  points  of  the  fingers,  and 
to  the  shoulders.     The  duration  of  these  attacks  varied  much, 
but  they  seldom  lasted  for  a  shorter  time  than  three  or  four  hours, 
and  sometimes  the  pain  was  little  absent  for  several  days  together. 
The  intervals  between  the  paroxysms  also  varied  much,  being 
sometimes  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  at  others  not  more  than  24> 
hours.     She  remarked  that,  although  the  skin  was  of  its  natural 
appearance,  and  not  at  all  elevated  during  the  intervals  of  easer 
yet  it  assumed  a  blue  or  purplish  colour,  and  was  visibly  elevated 
by  the  tumour  during  tke^t  of  pain.     She  was  not  aware  of  any 
cause  which  excited  the  paroxysm ;  but  during  its  presence  the  suf- 
fering was  much  increased  by  the  tumour  being  touched.    Her 
attention  was  first  drawn  to  the  existence  of  the  tumour,  ten  j[ear» 
ago,  by  the  pain,  which  then  resembled  the  sensation  as  if  tlie 
part  had  been  pricked  by  a  needle.     The  paroxysms  were  at  that 
time  slight  and  rare ;  but  in  a  short  time  they  became  more  se- 
vere, and  occurred  nearly  in  the  same  degree  for  the  last  six  or 
eight  years.    She  remarked  no  change  on  the  size  of  the  tumour 
firom  the  time  she  first  observed  it,  till  it  was  cut  out  about  a  j/ear 
ago.     The  wound  healed  readily,  and  she  has  not  had  tbeslij^hc* 
mi  uneasiness  since  the  operatioiu  '^ 
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'  It  win  be  remarked,  that  in  all  these  eight  cases,  this  disease 
occurred  in  females.  In  addition  to  ihem,  however,  I  have  to 
mention,  th^t  my  friend  Mr  Gillespie  informs  me,  that  several 
years  aero  he  had  an  old  man  under  his  care,  in  GiUespie's  Hos- 
pital, who  had  a  small  tumour  under  the  skin  of  one  of  his  chedks^ 
rather  larger  than  a  coflTee-bean;  that  he  remembers  his  occa- 
sionally complaining  of  very  severe  pain  in  it,  which  extended 
towards  the  eye  and  ear;  that  the  pain  sometimes  left  htm  entire- 
ly for  several  weeks,  after  which  it  would  return  in  severe  attacks, 
lastincr  with  little  intermission  for  several  days.  This  man  ima- 
gined  the  tumour  to  be  enlarged  during  the  continuance  of  the 
pain.  These  are  all  the  particulars  of  his  complaint  which  I  have 
been  able  to  procure,  as  Mr  GHllespie  had  not  kept  any  notes  of 
it.  I  think,  however,  from  this  account,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  it  was  of  the  same  nature  with  the  disease  which  I  have  just 
described,  and  which,  for  want  of  a  better  name,'  I  have  deno- 
minated Paififiil  Sidbcutaneous  Tubercle. 


VII. 

Are  those  Diseases  attributed  to  Mercurial  Action  on  the  System  of 
the  Human  Bodyj  peculiarly  and  exclusively  generated  by  it  / 
By  Colin  Chisholm,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.  of  Bristol  and 
Clifton. 

**  PKaQudiciis  fi^lsis  mens  libera,  facilius^  feliciusque  progrediatur  in  aoquiren- 
da  vera  xnedicinc  notitia.  Sylvius. 

Th  endeavouring  to  account  for  the  efficacy  of  morcury  in  those 
^  diseases  of  the  human  body  to  which  it  is  found  applicable,  it 
must  always  be  had  in  view,  that  its  mode  of  action  differs  accord'^ 
ing  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  as  well  as  the  constitutional  idio^- 
syncrasy  of  the  body  labouring  under  it.  Those  animal  speci- 
fic poisons  which  produce  disease  by  their  power  of  assimilation 
as  syphilitic  virus,  experience  in  mercjury  an  antidotal  quality  i 
or  a  quality,  which,  by  accumulation  and  decomposition,  destroys 
the  disease  which  the  poison  has  produced  by  assimilation.  This 
receives  proof  from  the  well-established  fact,  that  the  virus  of* 
syphilis  can  be  destroyed  only  by  the  gradual  introduction  of  a 
large  quantity  of  mercury.  The  melancholy  effects  of  this  virus 
most  certainly  have  proceeded  from  this  principle  having  becil 
imperfectly,  or  very  Uttle  understood.  Those  diseases  whose  basis 
or  proximate  cause  is  inflammation,  are  acted  on  by  mercury 
very  differently.  Often  a  small  quantity  proves  suiBcient,  pro-* 
viding  the  salivary  glands  are  affected  by  it ;  and  it  is  a  curious 
£ict^  tbat^  as  is  the  intenseness  of  the  inflammatory  diathesis^  %a 
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]fi  the  quantity  of  mercury  necessary  to  subdue  it*  It  is,  faowever, 
in  an  inverse  ratio.  Thus  pneumonic,  hepatic,  splenic,  nephri-. 
tic,  ophthalmic,  vesical,  lumbar,  tracheal,  arthritic,  and  even  ute^ 
cine  inflammations,  generally  yield  to  a  small  quantity  of  merca-' 
ry,  if  judiciously  Combined  with  depletory  means,  (bleeding  and 
purging).  Thus  synochus,  and  all  the  tribe  of  remittents  and  in- 
termittents,  more  certainly  if  symptomatic,  which  t&ey  general- 
ly are,  of  organic  inflammation,  yield  in  the  same  manner,  with  lesa 
employment  of  depletory  means,  more  especially  bleeding.  Thu» 
too  typhus  and  pestilential  fevers  in  general,  including  plague  it- 
self, are  subdued  by  this  medicine  more  freely  administered,  but 
without  depletory  means,  except  such  as  keep  the  bowels  in  a 
sufliciently  soluble  state,  and  lessen  determination  of  blood  to 
the  brain,  at  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  *    In  all  these, 

^  I  do  not  here  notice  the  powerful  remedy,  affusion  of  cold  wa- 
ter, and  chiefly  becaiise  its  curative  effect  in  fevers,  symptomatic  oF 
congestion  or  local  inflammation,  has  not  been  sufficiently  ascertain- 
ed.    The  authority  of  my  late  highly  respected  friend,  Dr  Currie>. 
would  be  amply  sufficient,  were  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  it  in 
a  discussion  which  relates  only  to  the  action  of  mercury  in  the  dis-^ 
eases  mentioned.     A  large  discharge  of  blood  at  the  very  onset  oF 
typhus,  has,  in  the  hands  of  some  ingenious  and  judiciously  boldprac-. 
titfoners,  arrested  the  disease  at  <mce :  and  no  doubt  by  instantly  ob- 
viating the  effect  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  brain.     Dr  Felix, 
Medical  Superintendant  of  the  dep6t  of  French  prisoners  at  Staple- 
ton,  in  this  neighbourhood,  most  happily  put  this  to  the  test  of  expe- 
rience in  the  year  1809.     During  this  year,  a  fever  of  the  typhoid 
character,  appeared  very  extensively  among  the  prisoners.    The  prin- 
cipal remedy  employed  by  this  skilful  and  accurate  observer,  was  do-' 
pletion,  by  opening  the  temporal  artery,  and  abstracting  a  large  quan- 
tity of  blood.     This  he  assured  me  removed  the  disease,  often  with- 
out any  other  remedy  of  importance,  .at  the  end  of  24*  hours,  if  ad- 
opted immediately  at  the  accession  of  the  Sjnooptoms.   .  He  observ- 
ed, however,  that  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  situatioa 
of  the  prisoner;},  there  was  more  inflammatory  diathesis  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  fever,  than  usually  occurs.     Tlie  circumstances' 
alluded  to,  rendered  the  situation  of  the  prisoners  necessarily  crowded, 
and  generated  in  their  rooms,  during  the  night,  when  all  were  shut  up, 
a  degree  of  heat  fully  equal  to  100°;  which,  in  the  morning,  on  open- 
ing the  doors  and  windows,  was  suddenly  followed  by  a  considerable 
degree  of  cold :  Want  of  sufficient  ventilation,  joined  to  this  cause, 
gave  rise  to  typhus,  with  organic,  chiefly  cerebral,  congestion. 

It  may  seem  extraordinary,  that  arthritic  inflamroatrbns  are  here 
classed  among  those  on  which  noercurial  action  has  curative  effldct* 
But  it  is  nevertheless  most  true,  when  these  inflammations  attack  par* 
ticular  organs,  the  liver  and  kidneys  more  especially,  mercurial  ptyal* 
nm  most  effiectually  removes  them,  and  restores  die  patient  to  a  state  of 
general  health,  infinitely  superior  to  what  he  had  enjoyed  before*   Oik 
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the  action  of  mercury  seems  to  be  confined  to  the  glandular  and 
lymphatic  system  ;  when  obstruction  is  removed,  the  inflamma. 

\j  three  cases  of  this  kind  have  occurred  to  me  since  I  began  practice 
here ;  but  they  have  been  of  a  decisive  nature.  In  one  of  these^  the 
eau  medicinale  d^Husson  incautiouslyi  or  too  long  used,  was  the  iname* 
diate  cause  of  arthritic  hepatitis  and  nephritis  in  the  same  patient,  and  I 
6rmly  believe  theevent  would  havebeenfieitalbutforthe  mercurial  action. 
I  was  long  inclined  to  believe,  that  all  the  forms  of  hysteria  depend** 
«d  on  a  local  cause,  and  that  therefore  tlieir  cure  might  be  effected 
by  mercury  carried  to  ptyalism.  During  the  three,  last  y^ars,  more 
especially,  I  have  had  several  proofs  of  this ;  for  although,  in  most  of 
the  cases  of  this  disease  in  which  I  have  employed  mercury,  there 
were  obscupe  symptoms  of  hepatitis,  which  indeed  at  first  led  me  to 
4he  practice,  yet  those  of  hysteria  were  the  most  prominent  and  the 
most  permanent.  A  still  closer  attention  to  the  phenomena  of  this 
disease,  convinced  me,  that  the  principal  local  cause  was  cerebral 
<H>mpre88ion,  the  consequence  of  morbid  determination  of  blood  to 
the  head.  This,  however,  as  to  the  effect  of  mercury,  only  served 
to  confirm  the  opinioa  my  preeeding  observation  had  suggested.  I 
Am  also  inclined  to  believe^  that  tonics  used  with  caution  in  cases  of 
hysteria,  are  powerful  aids  to  mercury.  There  are  certain  circum" 
stances  of  the  animal  economy,  suffering  under  local  disease,  wliich 
prevent  or  retard  the  action  of  mercury  in  stimulating  the  absorb* 
tents;  and  unless  these  are  counteracted  by  suitable  tonics,  mercury 
^ivill  not  exhibit  its  usual  sanative  effect.  The  circumstances  I  allude 
Co,  are  more  especially  nervous  excitement,  and  vascular  as  well  as 
muscular  debility,  both  proceeding  from  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
hysteria.  This  state  is  the  atonic  ij^  Sauvages,  Tom.  II.  p.  695,  so 
well  described  thus. — ^^  Laxitas  seu  atonia  partium  procedit  a  minorl 
fibriUarum  eas  componentium  cohaesione ;  sive  fluidum  ipsis  spcci6cc 
levius  ipsis  interpositum  sit,  i^nde  tollitur  proximitas  ad  cohaesioncm 
necessaria,  cum  vis  cohsesionis  cubo  proximitatis  respondeat,  hinc 
laxitas  corporis  human!  nimio  calore  resoluti ;  sive  appres^io  mutua 
£brillarum  deficiat  ob  vasorum  inanitionem  sive  duidi  ipsas  dit^ensuri 
defectum.  Sic  intellrgimus  ab  alvi-fiuxibus,  sanguifluxibus,  abstinen- 
tia  laxari  et  debilltari  vasa,  turn  totum  corpus :  ver^im  sunt  aliae  laxi- 
tatis  causae  ad  debilitatem  referendae,  impetus  fluid!  nei  vei  et  saiigui- 
Dis  est  causa  canales  distendens;  quippe  fluidum  duplo  velocius  vas 
liexibile  trajiciens  quadruple  fortius  in  ejus  parietes  agit,  ergo  iner- 
tia, languor,  tarditas  fluidi  nervei  nervis,  tardiras  sanguinis  sangui- 
ferift  vasts  atoniam  et  debilitatem  conciliat.^^  There  are  some  gene- 
ral anomalous  fitates,  the  prominent  features  of  whidi  are,  violent  ac« 
tJon  of  tiie  arterial  coats,  and  equally  violent  and  sudden  nervous  ex- 
dcitements,  all  proceeding  from  very  inadequate  causes,  which  find  a 
ready  and  easy  solution  in  the  principle  stated  by  Sauvages,  and  which 
I  am  convinced  might  be  obviated  by  the  adoption  of  the  treatment 
I  have  here  proposed.  It  was  on  this  principle  I  lately  recommend- 
ed -a  .mercurial  course,  with  nutritious  diet  of  animal  food,  to  an  e- 
Aunent  phj^sician  in  this  yiclxvity,  suffering  for  a  considerable  tin^  ^j^ 
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tatj  tUfe,  wli6tfai*r  Ir^cal  or  gfoeraL  tbenre  result  ip^,  is  obviated. 
Thus  tbeo  in  sjphiliis,  the  conTcrsion  <  fibe  aniipaJ  flaids  to  the 
peculiar  nature  c>f  its  Tims  constitoting  the  disease,  the  coun- 
teraction of  this  by  an  antidotal  power  po5^e««ed  bj  mercaTTy  is 
effected  when  a  sufficient  accumulation  of  that  power  is  obtained. 
But  in  topical  and  organic  inflamma(i''n,  and  fevers  srinptoina- 
tic  of  them,  and  of  ginndular  cong?>tion,  roercarr  acts  not  by 
an  antidotal,  but  by  a  stimulating  power  of  a  peculiar  kind,  rcn- 
<lcring  the  glands  and  lymphatics  pernteable,  and  capable  of  per- 
forming their  respecdve  functions.  Nor  does  scrofula,  evident- 
ly a  glandular  disease,  constitute  any  c/bjection  to  this  theory  of 
the  action  of  mercur}';  for  scrofula  does  not  proceed  from  con- 
gestion, but  from  wciik  action  of  the  glandular  sy^em  ;  tbat  is, 
the  infiammauons  consequent  upon  glandular  congestion,  pro< 
ceed  from  an  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  glands,  or  an  iofrro 
lion,  generally  the  result  of  violence  and  irregular  aceeleratioo  of 
the  propelling  power.  Scrofula,  on  the  oontnoy,  depends  not  oo 
obstruction  from  accelerated  motion,  but  (rmn  diminished  mo- 
tion and  energy.  In  the  one,  ibe  cause  seems  to  be  tumdtuoo^ 
propulsion ;  in  the  other,  unequal  or  interrupted  retardation.  It 
is  difficult  to  form  a  lively  conception  of  the  two  modes  of  ac- 
tion. The  first,  in  ^hort,  may  be  likened  to  a  swollen  flood,  dash- 
ing with  almost  overwhelming  violence  against  the  flood  gate 
placed  to  restrain  it;  mercury,  cor.joiiied  with  depletory  means,  to 
the  mechanist  who  .-kilfullv  restrains,  and  finally  subdues  it,  by 
openirg  an  aperture,  ptyalism,  calculated  for  the  gradual  trans- 
mission of  it.  The  second,  is  a  sullen  stagnsiut  pool,  which  in- 
fects the  vicinity  by  its  poisonous  exhalations  ;  if  permitted  to 
stand,  dtposiling  filth  slowly  convertible  into  useful  soil;  orii 
drained,  transmitting  a  turbid  oiTcn^ive  stream.  The  tonic  treat- 
ment, with  the  occasional  aid  of  mercurial  btimulus,  alone  appli- 
cable to  the  disease,  may  be  figured  by  the  plantations  of  succu- 
lent plants,  skilful  drainage,  and  filling  up  where  drainage  may 

der  the  state  above  described ;  and  ^Ilou]d  this  paper  meet  his  eye,  be 
will,  1  doubt  not,  recognize  the  vaiiility  of  the  ground  on  which  I 
founded  my  opinion  and  advice. 

With  respect  to  the  efilcacy  of  mercury  in  synoch\xs,  for  many 
years,  since  17S8, 1  have  constantly  and  unifonnly  experienced  wbat 
I  may,  without  a  hyperbole,  call  its  infailibility.  in  the  No.  of  tbe 
Kew  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  of  London,  for  September  181 J » 
p.  390,  there  is  a  case  of  synochus  stated  very  circumstantially,  «nd 
which  terminated  fatally,  the  treatment  of  which  is  most  lamentably 
deficient  and  inert,  and  I  firmly  believe  productive  of  the  fatal  event. 
In  this  view,  it  is,  however,  highly  instructive.  In  every  protracted 
case  of  this  kind,  local  or  organic  derangement  should  be  sought  for, 
and  considered  as  the  idiopathic  disease ;  and  the  judicious  adoption 
of  a  mercurial  course  will  prove  certainly  curative. 
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be  impracticable,  employed  for  the  desthiction  of  sacfa  noxiouft 
^eollections.  I  am  apprehensive,  that  no  adequate  idea  of  Scro- 
fula can  be  formed  nrom  the  usual  theories  of  its  formation  and 
existence ;  nor  do  I  presume  to  hope  1  shall  have  more  snccessi 
but,  I  believe,  analogies  drawn  from  familiar  objects,  may  assist 
in  conveying  to  the  mind  a  less  complicated  conception  of  its  na- 
ture and  character  than  any  other  mode.  Dr  Morton,  probdbly 
the  best-informed  writer  on  the  subject,  ascribes  scrofula  to  A 
t^ertain  acrimony  in  the  blood ;  a  cause  ind^nite  certainly,  and 
perhaps  a  mode  of  faking  without  meaning.  To  say,  however, 
that  this  disease  proceeds  from  weak  glandular  action,  seems  also 
an  objectionable  mode  of  accounting  for  it ;  for  weak  glanddlaf 
^action  may  more  properly  be  considered  the  eHect  of  some  pre- 
existing cause,  than  a  cause  itself  Tlie  only  way  the  difficulty 
-can  be  removed,  I  apprehend,  is  to  consider  certain  bodies  pos- 
sessed of  a  less  perfect  glandular  construction  than  others,  and 
that,  in  the  former,  the  secretory  and  excretory  processes  are  less 
regularly  and  less  perfectiy  carried  on  than  in  the  latter.  Thk 
physical  tcaiconformation  may  be  the  scrofnious  diathesis  of 
Morton  and  other  physicians ;  a  diathesis  which,  titerefore,  may 
exist  without  thepre^-existenceof  acrimony, — in  the  habit  at  least: 
Under  this  view  of  the  scrofulous  diatbesis,  the  character  of  the 
disease  drawn  by  Morton  is  intelligible,  and  enabies  his  reader  to 
form  a  very  precise  and  adequate  conception  of  the  manner  in 
which  scrofulous  affections  are  produced.  ^*  In  scrophulosa  enim 
diathesi  sanguis  ob pnetemsrturalem  acrimoniam  jam  tanqtiam  coa^ 
gtdatus  atque  adeo  novum  chylum  non  potens  perfecte  sibi  et  par- 
tibus  solidis  adunire,  solet  eum  in  circulatione  copiosius  quam 
par  est  deponere  in  partes  glandulosas  ^  nbi  vascula  non  proce- 
dunt  rectis  lineis,  ut  in  musculis,  verum  spiratim ;  quo  fit  ut 
sanguis  majorem  remoram,  et  stagnationem  in  his  quam  in  caa- 
teris  partibus  efficeri  soleat,  atque  adco  secretjonem  succi  nutritii 
magis  copiosam ;  quo  fit  quod  istae  partes  plusquam  cfiBterce  in- 
tamescere  et  durescere  apte  sunt  parte. "  (R.  Mortoni  Opera 
Med.  Amstelod.  1696,  Tom.  I.  p.  110,  \\5\  The  acrimony  of 
Morton  is  the  occasional  or  extrinsic  cause ;  malconformatioil 
the  predisponent  or  internal,  the  partes  apt«e  natae.  * 

If  the  theory,  thus  shortly  and  imperfectly  stated,  be  admitted, 

it  will  follow,  that  the  action  of  mercury  on  the  human  system, 

------ 

f  **  Kippocratet  seems  to  have  entertained  pretty  much  the  same  theory  of  scto* 
fula,—^uum  yero  proprio  morbo  sgrotant  (glanduUc)  (nam  panim  ciiam  cum  rdi- 
^uo  corpore  sgrotant),  morbi  tubercula  fiunt,  et  struma:  %oifait(  resultant,  et  febrK 
corpus  occupat.  Perpetiuntur  autem  hsec  ubi  humiditase  replets  fuerint  ex  reliquo 
•corpore  in  ipsas  influente.  Influit  autem  ex  reliquo  corpore  per  venas,  qu»  per  i|H 
las  extents  sunt  mults  et  cav»,  ut  humor  quemcunque  Undem  traxerint  facile  IQ 
^psas  ^'^latux.  "•— Pu  Glandulis,  C.  \f 
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|nu8t  deviate  from  that  which  is  peculiar  to  it,  according  to  th^ 
jdiosyncrasv  of  that  system.  If  predisposition  to  scronila,  for 
Instance,  should  exist  whilst  the  virqs  of  syphilis  is  exerting  its 
assimilating  power  in  the  body,  the  indolence  of  the  glandular 
and  lymphatic  system,  coustiluting  the  essence  of  that  disease^ 
will  be  more  or  less  obviated,  in  the  ratio  of  the  quantity  receiv- 
ed, by  the  stimulus  of  the  mercury  administered  for  the  counter-r 
^ction  of  the  syphilitic  virus ;  and  a  new  train  of  symptoms  must 
necessarily  b^  brought  forward,  whilst  those  of  tne  superadde4 
virus  may  be  suspended.  But  this  is  by  no  means  ponfined  to 
mercury; — any  other  irritant  may  give  rise  to  the  same  phenome? 
^la.  All  the  animal  specific  poisons,  the  poison  of  fisb>  (see 
Letter  to  Dr  Haygarth,  p.  109,  and  Edin.  Med.  {^nd  Surg.  Jouft 
nal,  VoL  IV*  Pr  S95,  &Ce),  and  many  mineral  and  vegetable  subr 
^tanc^,  such  as  antimony,  opium,  camphor,  &c. 

lliese,  and  other  speculations  on  this  subject,  have  been  sug-y 
jgested  by  a  conjparison  of  the  eruptive  diseases,  supposed  to  be 
pie  peculiar  offspring  of  mercury,  with  others  of  precisely  simi-sr 
Jar  appearances,  proceeding  from  other  causes ;  and  as  it  may  be 
liseful  to  enable  uie  reader  to  malfe  this  comparison  himself,  I 
ahall  make  no  scruple  to  lay  before  bim  those  f^^ures  of  disease 
^hich  exhibit  this  similarity  of  character. 

The  most  important,  perhaps,  is  the  kind  of  plcer  said  to  be 

Scpliar  to  mercury,  and  thence  emphatically  called  by  Mr 
athias,  *'  mercurial  disease. ''  This  gentleman  has  favoured  the 
publjc  with  A  yaluable  and  interesting  delineatipii  of  the  feature^ 
of  thi^  disease.  He  opens  very  important  views  of  the  subject, 
^d  certainly  has  led  the  way  to  highly  beneficial  improvement  in 
the  treatment  of  syphili^•  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that,  although 
the  "  mercurial  dise^e"  must  have  existed  at  all  times  since  the 
free  a^lmissioqi  of  merpury  into  medical  practice,  yej  ithe  ravages 
pccasioneid  by  the  imprudent  admipist^ation  have  been|  almost 
uniformly,  till  of  Jate,  attributwl  to  the  disease  it  was  intende4 
%o  cure*  Tonics  have  been,  jndeec},  combined  with  mercury  in 
the  treatment  of  obstinate  and  eroding  venereal  ulcers;  depleto- 
ry mean^  have  also  been  recurred  to  in  such  pases  j  but  both  with 
intentions  not  at  all  ponnepted  with  mercurial  irritation.  In  fact, 
wehaye  been  directed  to  a  just  vie^  of  the  causes  gf  these  ulcers 
withjin  a  few  ^ears  only ;  and  Mr  Mathias  has,  \  believe,  tb« 
principal  merit  of  making  us  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
Subject.  That  such  ulcerations  as  thosp  described  by  Mr  Ma? 
^hiasy  however,  are  the  exclusiye  product  of  the  irritatfon  of  mer- 
ury,  I  ao^  mi^ch  inclined  to  doubt ;  but  let  the  readpr  judge  foy 
imself. 

I^r  ^athjaif  thus  describe  the  ipercurial  ulcer^    **  Th?  nierr 
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Airial  viker  is  anmniBihr  wrvnAfii  whit  ncMre  pain  than  t!ise 
nereal;  k  b  never  fongqas  as  t&e  cancMoya'  is;^  msr  kis k  the ioH 
^oieiee-of  tfae  acrofiiJaiiSi,i  oar  dm  putrid  tefufasoKT  ct*  tbe  :>cc»irbaK 
lie  okcr.  It  win  ottai  heaL,  amd^  aieaar  a  dj:e»  brenk  out  arVtf^ 
in  die  nc^klmiriDg  pxres;  and  tins^  k  wiil  cuocincce  ^>  uo  fec>r 

porticuiarlV  in  rriro^-caBES.     Soearauues  :he  toer*- 
sker  ift  ia  a  stace  ai  irrlcsbilicjy  sprcacir^«  with  ^luch 
pain,  m  an  iFre^palaa'  and  yarr&i  iymr,  izx  aii  dLrect£i.»6>  u^x>q  c^e 
sarfiMie  of  ibe  CQtis»  cHsdbanrn^  a  thin  khofutjs  Kctoiottr.     Soe^^ 
parts  jof  the  woiindy  howiEVEry  will  appear  to  be  ImuIui^«  Khv^rs 
wfli  be  afasofaitelj  skicned  o^er,  asui  thk  in  the  Yinrv  cetUf^  vi^T 
the  nlceratioa  ;  wbUe  m  €itker  pLices,  a  Terr  angrr  ()C:»^\!a^tiic 
ulceration  is  goin^  on,  and  a  oocsidefabie  cic^reeci  ro:2iKU04\  icK 
flamination  attends  the  wholie  wofuxd.     AVhere  the  u:ctHratiou  b 
jmalring  a  pn^rcss,  the  ed^^es  of  ihe  wound  lool:  sh;urp«  auti  as 
if  diej  bad  been  dirided  br  a  knife.     It  sometimes  happisu^,  that 
the  mercsriai  uker  is  Bt^  produced  by  a  sudden  Atu)  con^ulei^ 
;able  sloughing  in  the  part.     Chue  of  the  striking  ch^^racterij^tic^ 
4>f  the  mercnna]  nicer  i%  to  heal,  and  break  out  again  fn^in  liinc^ 
to  time;  to  heal  in  one  part,  and  grow  bad  in  another*     Thi^  h 
jieitber  common  to  the  venerea],  nor  to  the  cancen)U$  virUs^t  wIhv^ 
ulcerations  (xxnpj  the  part  aiSected,  and  spread  lh)U)  thoiu'i^  hh 
from  a  centre. " .  (Inquiry,  p.  59.)     This  descriptii^)  iihutvit  )>i\'« 
xisely  corresponds  with  the  phoaomena  of  an  uloorAtuM)  of  a  tiiiw 
gahr  nature  in  the  West  Indies.     This  will  appour  bv  a  iH^)n|Ml« 
jrison  of  them.     The  only  apparent  diiTei^nce  iti  in  iho  t*ituat<oi| 
X>f  these  ulcerations,  and  in  the  occasional  counts  \\\\W\\  in  th^ 
West  Indies  is  never  mercury.     I  extract  the  lolKiwiitjf  tMHHMiMl 
of  it  from  my  journal,  kept  in  the  i&land  of  OiH^nadti,  tor  ihu 
jear  1790. — **  I  do  not  here  speak  of  the  aupt'rtlil»l  cMrriil^r 
^ngeries  of  small  nlcers,  discharging  a  corrosivt^  limpid  luiinouri 
all  ue  species  of  which  are  included  under  the  ij[(Mit^rio  nHnus 
Jierpes;  but  an  ulcer  of  a  particular  kindf  wlikli  U  ]\vrUi\\m 
peculiar  to  warm  climates,  and  with  wlach  neffmaN,  uum^  i^tipt^ 
^ially  those  lately  imported  from  tlie  count  of  UiiirMVt,  /n't)  nii^ra 
afflicted  than  the  white  inhabitants.     This  ulctn*  ^(cndrHJI^  nuikcis 
its  first  appearance,  either  in  the  form  of  u  pliiipit*,  or  u  Mintill 
vesicle,  which,  bursting,  discharges  a  sunioUM  jnnttcr  or  a  lin)pid 
fluid,  evidently  possessed  of  a  very  irritating  and  corrosive  quo** 
)i^,  which  shows  itself  by  an  Inlolcniblo  itching,  and  a  very 
speedy  enlargement  of  morbid  surface.     Sometimes  this  ulcer 
priginates  from  the  irritation  and  pricking  of  external  substances, 
which  the  negroes  are  exposed  to  in  the  courhc  of  their  field- 
work,  such  as  the  lanugo  of  the  sugar-cane,  the  spines  of  various 
9vild  plants,  sharp  stones,  &c.     But,  I  imagine  these  can  only 
\ie  caJUed  e^tcitjng  or  occasioiial,  although  b^  the  planters  tli^y 
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rrc?  considered  tli^  rkw;«%  •     i 

.the  «hort  space  of  elA'-a^d'  f^^^t^'"*^'  """^  su^jrisin^,  for 

^  ill  be  fonned  of  monftCtin^  \"'"''  «"  ""^^^  ^^rZ 

m'-^F^  °f  this  ulcemion.  «mT  *"^^  •"  ^''^'"eter.     !„  S« 

^odtcate  an  herpetic  cbarae(?r"  tK^'*"*'";^  t«ke  place  wLich 

mature  of  the  discharge,  "metimJ^.^  f^  **«^y  the  corrJS 

«;^ceping  manner  in  wh  rl^nl     ?**  "*  *=°'o'"-  wd  consfstent^T  h! 

^,i.tinct  portions  of  the  nati^l'^f''  "P*"^^^"  *^'f'  -S  wt 

tVcqoenUy,  ^it^in  thr^neTi^'""""  *PP«rentJy  unhurt -tbuf 

loted  portions  of  soundX'lf^"-  o^.thel^Iceration,  2 

0,T-ound  the  ulcer  K^«  ""ease,  thd  portion  of  th**  lir».K  ^ 

S,e  latter  enlarj«.^7r?  V""^'  «"d  as  Thetmer  Jv' ""'^ 

«a   fully  three  i^ehitT^  Sja^^  °'*'^^  '«^  -"  CteVef 

fcave  know^  'nst^of  S':  "Jr"'.'«'»  "  ^WordSp    i„?^ 
A  canes,  and  at  I«iJiu       .  P«'»«tratine  to  the  hon«.      P'  •   "*  * 

^;^«      rp,  .    .  ""^ce,  fiils  up  ap,i  ^.  ^^  .  •>  '7*^  >^ne  greatest  nart  r  f 
<1uration  of  t^n^U    •     .  *  ^Petition  of  thp«»  oi*    1        "  "^  ^rxned. 
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has  been  observed,  notwithstanding  the  surprising  manner  lA 
which  the  extension  takes  place ;  thus  the  sound  and  the  ulcere 
ated  soi&oe  either  imperceptibly  unite,  or  the  edges  of  the  (or^ 
iner  look  sharp  and  florid,  and,  as  in  the  ^*.  mercurial  uker, "  seem, 
divided  bjr  a  knife,  and  this,  whether  the  ulceration  extends  or 
contracts,  which  it  will  do  in  a  veiy  astonishing  and  rapid  man^ 
ner.  With  the  herpes  serpigo,  a  very  common,  obstinate,  and 
often  distressing  disease  within  the  tropics,  and  all  the  othec 
species  of  herpes,  it  has  no  other  af^ity  but  its  divergent  and 
creeping  quality :  in  every  other  re!^)ect  it  differs  firom  tfaem^ 
In  short  there  is  an  identity  only  between  it  and  the  mercurial 
ulcer;  and  yet  we  can  account  for  this  in  no  otlier.way,  that  I 
am  aware  of,  than  by  supposing,  as  I  have  already  observed,  a 
htent  constitutional  disease,  which  in  both  cases  is  brought  U> 
light  by  irritation. 

The  nature  of  speculative  pathology  is.  too  inconclusive,  1q 
ibund  any  induction  of  causes  of  this  identity  on ;  for  those  very 
causes  must  themselves  be  necessarily  conjectuiaL  I.  there&Mna 
forbear  to  propose  those  which  a  long  residence  in,  and  a  clos^. 
obaervatioii  of  the  effects  of  the  tropical  climate,  have  suggested 
to  0iy  mind.  It  will  fulfil  the  objects  of  medical  science  better^ 
perhaps,  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  facts,  that  the  same  phenonuN. 
na  may  be  produced  by  apparently  different  agents;  that  is,  that 
different  irritants  stimulating  the  glandular  system  of  the  human 
body,  probably  in  a  manner  precisely  similar,  that  system  sufier» 
conformably,  as  appears  by  the  eOect  being  alike:  and  that  it 
seems  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  those  irritants  could  not  pro-, 
duce  sjich  ef&ct,  and  such  phenomena,  bad  there  not  been  a  pre«» 
existent  disea^ie  in  the  system,  whose  senunia  have  been  thus  eX'-. 
cited  into  a  state  of  activity  by  their  stimulus.  It  is  on  this 
principle  alone^  I  presume,  that  the  **  mercurial  disease  "  can  re* 
ceive  the  designation  of  specific.  (Mathias,  p.  4>0,  72,  194).  It 
is  an  irritant,  exciting  the  peculiar  action  of  a  specific  latent  dis* 
ease.  One  of  the  most  acute  observers  of  the  phenomena  of 
disease,  has  applied  this  ronark  to  scrofula.  He  tells  us,  the 
disease  nuiy  exist  in  a  latent  state  in  the  system,  **  a  pueritia 
usqne  ad  senectam  astatem, "  and  yet  the  person  live  with  com* 
fort,  if  nothing  occtirs  to  render  it  active ;  but  let  the  slight* 
est  cold,  (a  miiiimo  percepto  frigore),  and  indeed,  scrofuToua 
habits  are  particularly  susceptible  of  it,  (cui  etiam  praeter  casteroa 
obnoxii  sunt),  for  instance,  be  applied,  and  insuntly  all  its  fea**. 
tores  become  obvious ;  fever  aod  all  its  concomitants  are  pro*' 
duced,  and  finally  terminate  in  incurable  phthisis.  In  such  &■ 
case,  cold  acts  precisely  as  mercury  does  in  the  mercurial  dis'* 
ca«e,  or  perhaps  hyperoxygenatioo,  in  the  uker  described  of 
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the  Wc3t  Iirdies.  The  sam^  judicious,  ftnd  accurate  plipician, 
makes  another  most  important  observation,  which  is  amply  jus- 
tified by  experience,  and  which  strebgtbens  the  proposition  I 
am  contendinf^  for,  viz.  when  the  scrofulous  diathesis  has  been 
brought  to  light,  and  has  been  subdued  by  suitable  treatment, 
then  the  subject  of  it  will  ever  after  enjoy  a  more  perfect  health 
tlian  at  any  preceding  period.  But  not  unfrequently  the  tu- 
mult, in  cases  of  scrofulous  idiosyncrasy,  when  irritants  are  in- 
troduced into  the  system  for  purposes  very  opposite,  is  most 
^Ireadfully  alarming.  There  is  no  doubt,  as  Morton  observes, 
the  scrofulous  diathesis  may  remain  latent  and  quiet  in  the 
system,  during  the  whole  lifetime  of  the  person  in  whom  it  ex- 
ists ;  but  let  it  be  roused  by  stimulation,  and  the  effects  may 
prove  fatal.  Several  instances  of  this,  happily  with  curative  re- 
gult,  have  occurred  to  me  within  the  last  two.  years,  of  which, 
however,  a  detail  here  would  be  altogether  irrelevant.  -  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place,  to  observe,  that,  in  such  cases,  the  deter- 
mination of  blood  to  the  brain  is  the  most  prominent  and  most 
distressing  symptom,  and  that  saturation  of  the  system  with 
mercury  is  the  r«nedy  most  to  be  relied  on,  or  rather,  which 
alone  proved  effectual  in  restoring  the  balance  of  the  system. 
As  this  declaration  may  be  deemed  extraordinary,  and  as  such 
a  mode  of  curative  treatment  is  certainly  no  part  of  the  routine 
practice  in  such  cases,  I  may  take  leave  to  be  a  little  more  psff- 
ticular.  A  gentleman  thus  circumstanced,  that  is,  who  had 
laboured  under  a  scrofulous  diathesis  all  his  life,  which  occa- 
flionally,  during  many  years  residence  in  the  East  Indies,  show- 
ed itself  in  extremely  loathsome  eruptions,  but  which  gradually 
subsided,  by  leaving  nature  undisturbed,  only  aided  by  the  cli- 
mate, perceived,  some  time  after  his  return  to  England,  the  pre- 
cursoiy  symptoms  of  an  attack  of  this  kind,  about  a  time  when 
he  was  on  the  eve  of  marriage.  Anxious  tp  prevent  the  erup- 
tion of  the  disease,  he  employed  some  irritating  means,  the  par- 
ticular nature  of  which  1  am  not  acquainted  with.  The  erup- 
tion was  prevented,  but  a  train  of  symptoms  of  the  most  distress- 
ing and  melancholy  nature  immediately  ensued.  Petermina" 
tion  of  blood  to  the  brain  was  the  more  immediate  consequence; 
apoplexy  soon  followed,  which  not  terminating  fatally,  he  fell 
into  a  state  of  amentia,  or  imbecility  and  unconsciousness.  He 
diowly  recovered  by  freedom  in  bleeding  and  purging,  and  mer- 
curiiiJ  ptyalism.  A  case  of  latent  scrofulous  diathesis,  in  which 
the  same  train  of  phenomena  was  excited  by  cold,  has  very  lately 
occurred  to  me  in  a  young  woman  of  seventeen.  In  this,  super- 
added to«  and  alteMiating  with  amentia,  there  was  complete  cata* 
]^pi»y.    Topii^al  and  jgexieral  bleeding,  assidupus  attentipn  to  ib^ 
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bowels,  and  above  all  ptjalism  brought  on  by  mercarial  ff  iedonv 
restored  her  at  the  end  of  near  four  months  to  a  tolerable  state 
of  health.  In  the  first  Tolnme  of  the  American  and  Philosophic 
cal  Raster,  published  at  New  York,.  I  have  given  a  very  sin- 
gular instance  of  constitutional  scrofula,  assuming  periodically 
the  pustular  or  more  properly  the  buUqted  form,  excited  remote* 
ly  by  the  injudicious  employment  of  mercury,  and  immediately 
by  the  irritation  of  cold.  This  case  seems  very  much  ii:  point,  as 
it  gives  a  very  satis&ctory  view  of  the  latent  scrofulous  diathesis  ; 
the  agency  of  irritants,  more  especially  of  mercury,  in  hunry^ 
ing  it  into  form  and  activity ;  the  variety  of  eruptive  character 
given  to  it  by  that  agency ;  and  the  complete  efficacy  of  the  most 
appropriate  tonic,  arsenic,  in  such  cases.  This  naturally  leads 
to  the  consideration  of  the  eruptive  ^form  of  the  disease,  sup« 
posed  to  proceed  exclusively  also  from  the  irritation  of  mercu-- 
ry,  viz.  what  has  been  called  erythema  mercuriale,  eczema  mer«» 
curiale,  mercurial  lepra,  and  hydrargyria. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  if  the  same  phenomena  are  pro« 
duced  by  other  agents,  it  will  necessarily  follow,  that  they  can- 
not be  deemed  the  exclusive  offspring  of  mercury.  The  case  is- 
the  same  as  the  former,  only  the  form  of  the  disease  is  changed.' 
In  the  one,  we  have  seen  it  (s  ulcerous,  in  the  other  it  is-papuious; 
in  both  it  is  eruptive,  in  both  it  is  the  effect  of  the  stimidus  of 
an  irritant  bringing  into  a  state  of  activity  a  latent  disease,  or. 
a  constitutional  morbid  diathesis,  which,  if  undisturbed,  micrht 
never  molest  the  subject  of  it  If  it  be  asked,  why  the  same  sti* 
mull  will  in  one  case  produce  ulceration,  and  in  another  erup- 
tion of  minute  pustules,  whilst  in  boUi  the  quality  or  nature  of 
the  diathesis  on  which  they  thus  act  is  the  same  ?  I  confess  my 
ignorance :  I  cannot  give  a  satisfactory  answer.  Like  many 
other  phenomena  in  nature,  we  are  conscious  of  their  existence* 
but  are  altogether  incapable  of  accounting  for  that  existence.' 
Let  us  rest  satisfied  with  the  fact,  and  to  that  I  now  proceed. 

The  case  of  erythema,  deuiled  by  i)r  Eutter,  (Edinburgh 
Medical  and  SurgicalJoumai,  Vol.  V.  143.),  is  one  in  which  the 
irritant  was  cold,  and  of  which  the  phenomena  were,  those 
which  are  said  by  other  writers  to  be  peculiar  to  mercurial  irri- 
tation. This  is  a  very  important,  and  a  very  instructive  case, 
and  is  illustrative  of  Vr  Morton's  remark  on  latent  scrofula* 
already  quoted,  as  well  as  of  the  principle,  that  tliere  are  other 
irritants  besides  mercury,  which  are  capable  of  excising,  and  ac« 
tually  do  excite  the  disease,  in  all  its  forms  and  vi<^ience. 

There  is  also  a  ver^  instructive  case  of  Erythema,  unconnect- 
ed with  mercurial  action,  published  by  Dr  Marcet  of  London,  in 
the  tJd  volume  of  the  MedicO'Chirurgical  Transactions,    Tho 
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avbject'of  this  case  was  a  ji^tleinan  of  about  SO  Tears  ot  age. 
The  complaint  recurred  at  irregular  periods  from  the  age  of  16. 
It  seem8»  therefore,  to  be  constitutional,  and  not  dissimilar  to 
the  case  of  a  gentleman  from  India  I  have  generally  stated  in 
^e  preceding  pages,  before  his  return  to  England.  In  its  mode 
of  attack,  it  is  not  unlike  the  case  of  scrophula  periodica  I  have 
referred'to  (see  1st  vol.  MeiHcal  and  Philosophical  Register  of 
New-York;  p.  4-5 1  .J  Every  part  of  the  body  in  Dr  Marcet's  case, 
ivas  fiifected,  in  the  most  severe  paroxysms  of  the  disease ;  but 
in  general,  the  hands,  feet,  ears,  and  lips,  were  the  parts  mostly 
affected.  The  fit  was  preceded  by  a  twinging  sensation  at  the 
pit  of  the  stomach  ;  but  without  nausea,  fever,  or  even  loss  of 
appetite.  On  the  second  and  third  day,  a  vesicular  eruption,  ex*^ 
tremcly  minute,  broke  oiit|  when  the  swelling  abated,  the  cuti- 
cle began  to  crack,  and  to  rise  in  patches,  discovering  an  inHam- 
,ed  surface,  superficially  ulcerated,  and  dischars^ing  ofiensive  mat- 
ter. In  a  day  or  two  after,  the  cuticle  fell  off  in  large  patches, 
like  the  outer  bark  of  the  plane'  tree  when  casting  its  bark.  In 
about  three  weeks  the  disease  disappeared.  The  most  remark- 
able circumstance  is  the  disease  having  been  in  this  instance  apy- 
rexious,  and  its  attacking  two  or  three  times  in  the  year  apparently 
without  cause.  In  the  attack  which  drMarcet  chiefly  witnessed, 
the  disease  *'  was  preceded  by,  and  obviously  connected  with  the 
patient's  having  been  exposed  to  a  severe  shower  of  rain."  The 
patient  had  been  free  from  the  disease  for  two  years  previous  to 
this  last  attack  in  May  1810.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  evident,  I 
think,  from  the  history  of  the  ca^e,  that  the  disease  was  a  con* 
atitutional  one,  I  imagine  scrofulous,  and  excited  into  the  erup- 
tive state  by  irritants,  chiefly  cold. 

*  Only  a  few  cases  have  occurred  to  myself,  more  immediately 
illustrative  of  this  subject,  but  they  may  perhaps  be  deemed  sa- 
tisfactory. 

In  the  month  of  September  1810,  an  eminent  merchant  of 
London,  being  on  a  visit  to  Clifton,  consulted  me  for  some  slight 
catarrhal  com[»aints.  Before  I  prescribed  for  him,  he  told  me 
his  constitution  was  a  very  singular  one,  for  that  at  two  preced* 
ing  periods  of  his  life,  some  years  distant  from  each  other,  a  few 
grains  of  calomel  had  been  given  to  him  with  very  extraordinary 
effect.  He  described  his  situation  on  those  occasions  as  particu- 
larly dif  tressing.  His  whole  body  swelled,  and  the  skin  became 
bright  red,  and  soon  aRer  an  eruption  of  minute  pustules  broke 
out.  His  pulse  was  upwards  of  120;  delirium  came  on;  and 
a  fetid  discbarge  from  the  eruption.  The  whole  lasted  near 
three  weeks,  and  then  terminated  in  complete  denudation  of  the 
cutis.  He  did  not  recover  from  either  of  these  attacks,  he  addedy 
^r  more  than,  two  months,  during  the  whole  of  which  tiin^  ho 
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mind  soffired  dreadfii]Iy  from  depression,  which  he  could  attri- 
bute to  nothing  but  the  disease.  He  unfortunately,  in  this  cle« 
tail,  forgot  to  inform  me  that  he  had  had  a  third  attack,  equally 
violent,  from  the  use  of  antimony.  This  I  learnt  from  him  after 
the  mkchief  was  done.  I  directed,  from  his  present  catarrhal 
complaints,  a  g^itle  diaphoretic,  the  principal  ingredient  in  which 
was  antimony.  On  the  following  morning  I  was  sent  for  in  great 
ha^e,  to  see  my  patient,  who  was  said  to  be  dangerously  ill.  He 
Jiad  taken  the  diaphoretic,  but  no  perspiration  resulted  from  it* 
I  found  his  whole  body  as  red  as  a  boiled  lobster  |  an  universal 
eruption  of  very  minute  but  distinct  papulae  broke  out ;  his  limb^ 
particularly  the  thighs  and  face,  swelled  considerably,  and  were 
of  a  pungent  heat;  his  pulse  was  110;  his  eyes  intolerant  of 
^ahi ;  and  not  a  particle  of  moisture  could  be  perceived  ^ny- 
whtf  e  on  the  skin ;  his  mind  became  excessively  depressed|  so  *aa 
to  occasion  a  plentiful  flow  of  tears,  and  expressions  of  alarm 
and  despondency.  Purgatives,,  and  cold  infusion  of  bark,  acidu- 
lated with  the  vitriolic  acid,  removed  the  moat  distressing  symp* 
toms  in  about  tai  days,  when  he  was  enabled,  with  some  dif!i« 
culty,  to  attempt  a  journey  to  London.  I  had  a  letter  from  him 
sometime  after,  in  which  he  transmitted  to  me  a  portion  of  the 
exfoliated  cuticle,  like  gold-beaters'  leaf;  and  informed  me  that  in 
the  progress  of  his  recovery  his  whole  body  (miTcred  complete 
exfoliation  of  the  cuticle,  leaving  the  surface  red,  tender,  and  for 
a  long  time  intolerably  itchy.  Perseverance  in  the  same  mean« 
at  length  restored  him  to  health*  I  recouimended  a  courne  of 
muriate  of  lime,  and  a  strict  adherence  to  a  diet  of  animal  fcxxl. 
He  has  continued  well  ever  since.  He  has  not,  however,  I  be- 
lieve,  subjected  himself  to  the  test  of  an  irritant. 

In  another  case  which  occurred  in  the  month  of  October  1811, 
the  stimulant  or  exciting  cause  was  opium.  The  patient^  a  young 
woman  of  about  26,  of  a  remarkably  sallow  complexion,  rather 
deUeate  form,  and  subject  to  :&  discharge  of  a  very  ietid  nature 
from  behind  the  ears,  complained  of  excruciating  pain  in  th^ 
right  temple,  unattended  with  any  symptom  of  inflammatory  al« 
fection,  and  which  she  herself  attributed  to  cold.  Ob4erving  nr>« 
tbing  which  could  lead  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  nhc  la* 
boured  under  some  degree  of  rheumatism  in  the  temporal  muicle^ 
I  directed  her  to  keep  her  head  warm,  and  to  take  a  p<;wder 
composed  of  pulv.  ipecac,  comp.  gr.  v.  and  c<'irni>hor  gr.  ijj  twice 
or  thrice  in  the  day,  with  a  mild  aperient  occaHronally.  TUo 
second  day  after  she  be /an  the  use  of  this  iiwiHcttu:^  jier  iart^ 
awetted  enormously,  and  a  papular  eruption  appcan'd  on  iU  Mijr* 
.  ^ce.  The  following  day  this  extended  to  the  nock,  l^r  a  ,t,  hickf 
and  arms.    The  nca^t  day  (4th  froui  taking  tht-  latJ:  uwj  ikt.'r 
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whole  body  was  swelled,    red,   and   covered  with   t&e  same^ 
eruption.    The  papulsc  were  lymphatic  at  first ;  but  soon  drying, 
they  became  scabs,  very  offensive^ in  colour  and  odour ;  under  the 
8'caDs  or  eschars  fetid  matter  accumulated,  which  throwing  off 
the  eschars,  formed  disagreeable  and  troublesome  little  ulcers.' 
Fresh  crops  of  papulae  daily  took  place,  so  that  the  distress  of  the 
patient  became  excessive ;  for  joined  to  the  actual  pain  she  suf- 
fered from  inflammatory  distension,  the  very  offensive  discbarge' 
from  the  surface,  the  want  of  sleep  at  night,  the  thirst,  and  other 
symptoms  of  febrile  action  (pulse  generally  120),  her  mind  be* 
oame  a  prey  to  despondency.     As  in  the  former  case,  by  mean» 
of  purgatives  and  infusion  of  bark  acidulated,  with  embrocations 
of  the  linimentum  aquae  calcis,  Ph.  Ed.  which  had  a  most  sooth- 
ing effect,  she  recovered.     But  there  is  a  circumstance  of  inte- 
resting import  in  this  case  which  must  not  be  neglected.    About 
the  9th  day  of  her  illness^  the  patient  had  taken,  with  a  view  to 
ease  the  pain  and  promote  sleep,  a  draught  at  night,  in  which 
were  twenty-five  drops  of  tinct.  opii.     Ine  efiect  was  precisely 
similar  to  the  first  attack  brought  on  by  the  compqnnd  powder 
of  ipecacuanha.     She  felt  the  whole  surface  of  her  body  as 
it  were  on  fire  (fervida  eruptio)  ^  a  considerable  firesh  eruption^ 
took  place,  with  swelling  of  the  face,  more  especially,  to  such  a 
degree  as  almost  to  close  up  her  eyes.     A  purgative  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  gave  her  almost  instant  relief.     It  was  not  until 
the  end  of  November,  or  nearly  two  months  from  the  first  at« 
tack,  she  whs  completely  restored  to  health. 

A  third  case  occurred  soon  after,^  the  symptoms  of  which  were 
milder,  but  equally  well  marked.  A  gentienlan  about  40  was  seized 
with  synochus,  in  a  form  by  no  means  severe.  After  the  usual 
evacuations,  he  took  a  powder  composed  partly  of  the  pulvis  an- 
timonialis.  In  the  course  of  the  following  night,  his  body  be- 
came excessively  red,  a  swelling  ensued,  and  an  eruption  of  a 
papulffi  was  soon  after  thrown  out.  Without  paying  much  at- 
tention to  these  symptoms,  I  treated  the  disease  as  mildsynochus, 
and  he  soon  recovered.  I3ut  a  very  general  exfoliation  of  the 
cuticle  took  place ;  and,  tor  a  length  of  time,  such  a  depression  of 
mind,  and  such  a  degree  of  debility  were  superinduced,  as  could 
not  be'accounted  for  as  the  effect  of  the  original  disease.  * 

*  The  following  is  a  very  singular  instance  of  the  efficacy  of  stimulus,  even  of  a 
tery  violent  nature,  in  removing  obstructiohs  in  the  lymphatic  systeni,  and  giving  a' 
j»ropcr  direction  to  the  accumulated  fluid  to  the  emtlnctories  prepared  for  its  dis- 
charge from  the  body.  It  is  not  indeed  immediately  illustrative  of  the  subject  of  tbia 
paper,  but  it  may  be  considered  as  bearing  an  affinity  to  it ;  and  as  an  object  of  cu3 
riodty  and  utility,  I  trust  it  may  prove  acceptable.  The  accident  happened  to  a  veryf' 
Respectable  and  valued  friend,  who  very  lately  favoured  me  with  the  following  yerjf 
durious  and  iuteresting  narrative ; 
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I  shall  close  this  part  of  my  paper  with  a  few  obsarvations  oii 
the  nomenclature  of  the  diseases  which  are  the  subject  of  it* 


«  Dear  Sir,  Cf^on,  6th  May  1812. 

"  As  you  have  expressed  a  wish  to  know  the  particulars  of  my  re* 
covery  from  a  dropsical  complaint,  I  shall  relate  the  circumstanceff, 
as  distinctly  as  I  can  recollect.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  the  ori* 
^n  or  progress  o^  this  complaint,  further  than  that  I  came  home  from 
the  West  Indies  in  the  autumn  of  1787,  caught  a  cold  on  my  journey 
down  to  Scotland,  and  soon  after  got  into  very  bad  health.  Finding 
I  received  no  benefit  from  the  Edinburgh  medical  gentlemen  I  con« 
salted,  by  their  advice  I  went  to  Bath  in  April  1789»  in  a  very  weak 
state;  and  immediately  on  beginning  the  use  of  the  water,  my  legs  be- 
gan  to  swell,  which,  for  six  or  seven  weeks  I  remained  there,  gra- 
dually increased.  From  Bath  I  went  to  Tunbridge,  and  from  thenc9 
to  London;  the  swelling  still  increasing,  and  the  belly  much  distend* 
ed.  In  October  I  was  tapped,  and  two  gallons  of  water  were  takea 
from  me.  I  then  began  the  use  of  mercury,  both  by  rubbing  an4 
taking  inwardly,  with  frequent  dozes  of  rhubarb  and  cream  of  tar* 
tar;  but  notwithstanding  these,  I  swelled  nearly  as  large  as  beforej^ 
when  it  was  again  proposed  to  tap  me;  but  I  would  not  agree  to  itf 
having  a  wish  to  send  the  water  in  its-right  course.  In  March  1791^ 
I  went  down  to  Teignmouth  in  Devonshire,  where  I  lived  for  somd 
time,  but  receiving  no  benefit.  Here  1  was  in  the  habit  of  riding  cm 
horseback  daily,  although  not  able  either  to  monnt  or  dismount  with* 
out  assistance.  One  day  1  had  been  set  on  horseback,  as  usual,  and 
proceeding  along  the  hard  beach,  when  foroething  made  my  hors# 
start,  and  losing  my  balance,  I  fell  on  the  hard  sand  just  on  my  rninp* 
Yon  joay  believe  I  was  a  good  deal  stunned  $  f  n  fact  I  was  rendered 
insensible  by  the  shock  and  blow;  but,  in  a  few  minutes,  recovered  so 
far  as,  with  the  assistance  of  my  servant,  to  crawl  home,  about  two 
hundred  yards  distant.  I  felt  so  much  pain  from  the  contnsfon  of» 
my  romp,  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed.  I  was  very  hot,  and  I  believe 
feverish  for  some  tune  after  going  to  bed,  till,  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  a  profuse  perspcration  relieved  me,  and  I  felt  as  osnat  in  the 
morning,  only  my  rump  very  painful,  and  k  continoed  so  as  I  eonid 
not  sit  for  a  week  widi  any  ease.  I  had  not  perspired  for  months  till 
^is  accrdest  happened;  hat  for  soote  rime  after  I  had  abnnd afrit  per* 
spirationsewry  night.  About  ten  days  after  the  accident,  I  got  (re^ 
from  the  pam,  and  felt  better  every  way.  I  now  set  out  for  Flymonth# 
and  after  trav^ninjf  a  few  mile^  I  wa*  obliged  to  get  out  of  the  eaf»- 
riage  to  make  water,  ^etid  dlscharpfed  a  large  quantity  of  alrf)0«;(  miilf- 
coloiired  urine,  which  was  the  first  unequivocal,  I  may  ^^fy  ir)(f<^^d  fh*: 
first  symptom,  of  the  wat^r  passing  oif  in  the  rip^ht  caii'se*  T  hit'f  pv- 
ceivedf  I  may  say,  for  year?.  From  Plymouth,  I  came  to  Brlrtof,  a-  \ 
proceeded  to  London,  having  daily  frequent  a'^d  Irrg^  d*  • 
f  by  nrine  and  persfiration,   and  con'inomg  to  fr^  x^f*  n«?<» '  f 

ory  with  rhubarb  and  cream  of  lart^r  a^  Seforp.     FfoM  r^^^  iy»r» 
VOL.  virr.  jffo.  SI,  v 
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With  respect  to  the  ulceration,  I  can  perceive  no  just  reason  for 
tjie  exclusive  appellation  '*  mercurial  aisease  "  to  it,  seeing  there 
is  cause  for  believing  that  n)ercury  is  .not  the  only  irritant  capa- 
ble of  producing  it.  1  feel  rather  disposed  to  employ  the  word 
Ekosis  with  the  adjunct  Eriihhtica^  which  indeea  is  almost  the 
epithet  given  to  it  by  Mr  Mathias,.  omitting  the  word  mercurialy 
for  it  16  an  ulceration  from  irritation.  Now  as  to  the  eruption  ^ 
the  words  E/ythema  and  Eczema^  singly,  do  not  by  any  means 
seen>  expressive  of  the  whole  character  of  the  eruption.  It  par-* 
takes  of  both,  and  cannot,  with  any  appropriation  of  sense,  be 
designated  by  one  only.  Eczema  eertainly,  of  the  two  words, 
gives  the  most  significant  idea  of  the  disease;  but  it  does  so  only 
as  to  the  mode  of  eruption.  The  eruption  is  red,  but  so  are 
many  others.  The  eruption  is  wonderfully  rapid,  fcrvid,  of  a 
burning  heat,  and  intolerable  itchiness;  but  an  eruptive  disease 
may  be  so,  and  yet  be  destitute  of  a  red  colour:  An  union  of  the 
two,  therefore,  seems  to  give  the  most  complete  and  definite  idea 
of  the  disease,  if  the  appellative  common  to  the  eruptive  and  ul- 
cerous forms  of  the  disease  is  added.  Thus  the  ulceration  may 
be  denominated  Elcosis  crithistica^  and  its  species  or  varieties  de- 
signated by  the  name  of  the  irritant  pecuSar  to  each ;.  mercurialis, 
hyperoxygenosa  or  intertropica,  a  veneno,  &c.  And  thus  too 
toe  eruption  may  be  distinguished,  eczema^  eretdhroriy.  ereihisti* 
ctimi  and  its  species  or  varieties,  mercuriale,  antimoniale,  ex 
opio,  e  camphora,  a  veneno,  a  frigore,  &c.  My  view,  in  thus  at- 
tempting to  define  these  two  diseases  by  a  characteristic  nomen-« 
clature,  is  most  fully  expressed  by  the  very  ingenious  and  learned 
critic  on  the  "  Hydrargyria  of  I>r  Alley. "  **  The  appropria- 
tion of  the  term  eczema  to  the  profuse  eruptron  of  minute  vesicles 
originating  from  irritants,  and  not  the  result  of  previous  fever, 
according  to  Dr  Wilian's  method,  seems  to  be  convenient  and  ad-* 
vantanjeous.  It  is  convenicnf ,  because  it  expresses  to  the  learned 
sometning  of  the  nature  of  the  eruption;*  and  it  rs  advantageous, 
in  a  systematic  view,  because  it  comprehends  several  varieties  of 


snent  this  change  took  place, — ^in  consequence,  I  have  every  reason  t» 
think,  of  the  accident  at  Teignmouth,  for  no  change  whatever  had 
Seen  made  in  the  medicines  I  took  after  from  those  I  took  before  it,** 
J  got  better  daily,  the  swelling  decreasing  daily  and  gradually.  I  re« 
.turned  to  Scotland  in  June,  and  soon  after  got  free  from  all  complaint, 
except  the  swelling  in  my  legs,  which  continued  for  some  months.—- 
In  the  month  of  October  I  sailed  from  London  for  Cadi7.,  and  speat 
the  winter  in  that  part  of  Spain,  which  confirmed  my  health  com- 
pletely ;  and  I  have  never  since  had  any  appearance  or  threatening  of 
the  complaint.     I  am,  &c.  '  J.  H*** 

*•  Dr  Chisholm,  BristeL '" 
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the  same  sort  of  eruption,  resulting  from  different  exciting 
clauses. " — (Ed.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ.  Jan.  1812.  p.  102.) 

Having  been  led,  in  the  course  of  the  foregoing  discussion,  to 
take  a  near,  and,  I  trust,  an  unprejudiced  review  9? my  own  prac- 
tice and  experience,  for  a  great  many  yearSf  in  the  use  of'  mercu^ 
ry,  I  cannot  quit  the  subject,  without  expressing  my  sincere  re- 
gret, that  some  physicians,  who  have  long  and  justly  maintain- 
ed a  high  rank  in  the  medical  world,  have  of  late  indulged  in 
invective  against  the  use  of  mercury.     This,  it  is  evident,  is  ill'« 
judged,  whatever  the  motive  may  be.     I  am  free  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  liberal-minded  physicians,  and  in-' 
deed  of  all  good  men,  to  check  such  eiFusionsj  when  their  ten-' 
dency,  as  in  the  present  instance,  is  to  injure  medical  practice, 
by  creating  unfounded  and  unjust  prejudices  against  one  of  its 
most  valuable  and  active  agents ;  and,  in  general,  to  discount 
tenance  all  those  remarks  on  important  practical  points  of  medi^ 
cine,  which  have  not  at  least  for  their  basis,  purity  of  motive^ 
and  rectitude  of  intention.     Happily  for  mankind,  indeed,  re- 
marks sent  into  the  world  on  any  other  basis,  generally  beat' 
within  themselves  their  own  refutation^  however  imposing  the 
authority  may  be  by  which  they  are  promulgated  ana  support^ 
ed.    Far  be  it  from  me  to  attribute  them  to  any  sinisteir  view| 
hot  assertions,  such  as,  that  mercury  is  injurious  in  European  he- 
patitis; pernicious  when  febrile  excitement  is  present  1  some* 
times  &tal  in  syphilis ; — ^that  it  appears  to  destroy  the  energy  of 
the  nervous  system,  producing  weakness,  tremors,  palsies,  fa- 
tuity^  and  mania;-- that  it  induces  gangrene;  and,  in  short,  that 
tio  part  of  the  human  body  is  exempt  from  its  deleterious  action  1 
the  liberal  and  tndt^  experienced  (see  Zimmerman)  physician,  will 
reject,  as  proving  too  much.    For  my  own  part,  I  can,  with  the 
most  precise  rqprd  to  truth,  say,  that  my  own  experience  in  the 
use  of  mercury,  and  I  bdieve  fi»w  have  used  it  with  more  freedom^ 
goes  to  the  establishment  of  a  doctrine  the  very  opposite.    Tint 
mercury  may  do  mischief,  when  injudiciously  or  indiscreetly  em- 
ployed, is  a  proposition  which  experience  of  the  most  decided 
nature  proves  the  truth  of;  but  I  must  repeat,  that  the  unqua^ 
lified  assertion,  that  in  all  casea  (and  the  invectives  seem  to  em« 
brace  aD)^  wberdn  it  is.  administered,  its  tendency  H  materially 
to  injure  or  to  destroy  Ufi^  is  neither  prbved  by  experience,  nor 
warranted  by  any  rational  principle  of  theory;  but  I  mean  not 
to  asperse,  nor  to  individuate,  when  I  say,  it  may  generally  be 
Gonndered  as  the  resnlt  of  an  indolent  and  n^ligent  pathology, 
as  connected  with  climate  mcnre  especially;  or  of  unreasonaoie 
or  pernicious  prejudice.     The  immense  advantages  accruing 
from  a  spirited  and  judicious  ^ploymeot  of  mercury  in  all  couiv* 
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Iries,  and  climates,  doring  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  in  the 
diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  are  so  very  generally  known 
$iid  admitted,  that  a  refutation  of  such  vague  assertions  as  those 
which  have  been  made  in  some  late  publications  woidd  seem  unr 
necessary,  did  not  authorities,  certainly  very  respectable,  and  to- 
which  many  of  the  profession  have  been  accustomed  to  give  up 
their  judgment,:  seem  to  sanction  them.  Except  in  as  much  a» 
Che  public  good  b  oonoemedi  I  feel  myseV  perfectly  upheld  iii> 
declaring — 

Quse  cuique  est  fortuna  hodie  quam  quisque  secat  speni' 
Tros  Rutulusque  fuat,  nullo  discrimine  habeboi 

Biisielf  20/A  Ma^  1812. 


'    Thsre  is  a  passage  in  Dr  William  Saunders's  **  Observations 
on  the  prevalent'  Use  of  Mercury  in  the  Diseases  of  this  Coun« 
try,"  which,  to  a  person  ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  the  quesdony- 
would  necessarily  lead  to  very  erroneous  conclusions.    *'  It  doea 
not  appear,  says  he,  that  if  we  except  the  hepatic  diseases  of  In- 
dia, the  mortality  of  the  endemic  fevers  of  other  countries  has  bees 
diminished  by  extending  the  use  of  mercury,  except  as  uniting 
mercury  with  other  purgatives,"  (p.  ^.)    And  as  a  proof  of  tbis^ 
he  quotes  a  passage  from  my  essay  on  die  malignant  pestilential 
fever,  giving  only  the  simple  fact,  without  searching  for  the  expla- 
nation, which  a  very  little  trouble  would  have  presented  him  with* 
Dr  Saunders,  in  using  this  fiict  as  a  proof  ot  the  correctness  of 
this  remark,  seems  to  have  forgot  altogether  that  the  fever  in  this 
instance  was  not  '*  endemk**  mi  pestileniial^  and  the  product  of 
imported  infection.     The  relevancy  of  his  proposition  is  therefore 
lost,  as  far  as  ft  relates  to  the  malignant  pestilential  fever*    The' 
passage  in  the  essay  properly  stanos  thusj  (p.  96  of  the  first,  and 
vol.  1.  p.  iS2,  2d  ed.)  **  Of  84  pec^le  belonging  to  the  Ordnance 
department  at  that  time  (179S),  about  56  were  seised  with  the     ^ 
disease  (M.  P.  fever),  before  the  Istof  July;  and  of  these,  fivedi*- 
ed ;  a  trifling  mortality,  conmdering  the  nature  of  the  complaint. 
All  these  men,  however,  had  been  about  three  years  in  the  coun- 
try, and  consequently  suffered  less  from  die  disease  than  about  27 
recruits  who  joined  the  artillery  in  July.     Of  26  of  these  unfor- 
tunate men  who  were  infected,  21  died  before  the  middle  of 
August;  a  dreadful  instance  of  its  peculiar  tendency  to  prove 
fatal  to  strangers  to  the  climate. ''    The  cause  of  this  remarkable, 
and,  indeed,  singular  instance  of  mortality  from  the  M.  P.  fever,' 
besides  the  nuper  adventus  of  the  subjects  of  it,  appears  in 
y.'  128.  of  Ut  ed.  and  vol.  Ist.^.  180  of  2d  ed.    <<  Most  othev 


J 


1932.  Dr  Oushdlin  on  Mercurial  Action.  309 

diseases  degenerated  into,  or  partook  very  much  of  the  nature 
of  this.  Dysenteries  suddenly  stopped,  and  were  immediately 
succeeded  by  symptoms  of  the  pestilential  fever.  A  remarkable  ' 
instance  of  this  occurred  in  the  month  of  July  1793.  About  the 
beginning  of  the  month,  27  recruits  joined  the  detachment  of 
royal  artillery  in  this  island.  These  men  formed  part  of  the  ar- 
tillery, which,  with  other  troops  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Bruce,  landed  on  the  island  of  Martinico  about  the  mid<» 
die  of  June.  During  the  three  days  they  remained  on  shore, 
they  were  encamped,  and  almost  the  whole  time  exposed  to  vefry 
heavy  rain«  Dysenteries  were  the  consequence  ?  and  most  of 
them,  on  their  arrival  here,  were  immediately  admitted  into  the 
royal  artillery  hospital  ^  where,  at  that  time,  as  has  been  already 
observed,  there  were  many  cases  of  the  pestilential  fever.  The 
apparent  effect  of  the  medicines  they  took,  very  much  surprised 
me ;  but  I  soon  found  that  the  original  disease  only  yielded  to 
one  more  powerful. "  The  candid  and  liberal  reader  will,  from 
these  extracts,  be  able  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  Doctor's 
remarks  on  the  agency  of  mercury,  in  this  instance  at  least;  and 
when  we  consider  that  there  was  superinduced  on  a  predisposition 
forn^  of  sudden  and  extreme  change  of  climate,  exposure  dur« 
ing  three  days  encampment  in  the  torrid  zone,  to  heavy  raiii, 
immediately  after  their  arrival  from  Europe,  and  its  consequence 
dysentery,  the  infection  of  a  most  virulent  and  exterminating 
pestilence,  can  we  be  astonished  that  even  the  most  powerful  re« 
medies  should  fail  to  restore  them  to  health,  or  to  arrest  the  ra^ 
pid  progress  of  the  disease  to  death  ? 

Dr  Saunders  will,  I  trtist,  forgive  the  freedom  I  use,  and  per« 
ceive  that  my  only  view  is  to  elicit  truth,  and  strip  it  of  misre^ 
presentation.  Indeed,  the  many  truly  excellent  and  highly  im« 
portant  observations  on  the  structure,  functions,  and  diseases  of 
the  liver,  as  well  as  on  the  use  of  mercury  in.  the  cure  of  them, 
contained  in  the  original  and  principal  work  of  this  celebrated 
physician,  wear  so  much  the  appearance  of  inconsistency  with 
those  latter  remarks  on  the  use  of  mercury,  that  we  are  compeK 
led  to  contemplate  it  with  an  unpleasant  mixture  of  astonishment 
and  concern. 
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Observaiiotts  on  the  Came  of  Death  ftvm  lohat  is  called  the  Wind 
of  a  Ball.    By  the  Rev.  Patrick  Forbes. 

SIR,— -In  your  Number  for  January,  Mr  Ellis  f^ves  an  account 
of  several  curious  effects  produced  by  the  passage  of  a  cannon- 
ball  near  to  the  human  body,  which  he  is  disposed  to  attribute 
to  atmospherical  electricity,  accumulated  in  the  ball  during  its 
flight  through  the  air.    I  cannot,  for  many  reasons,  consider  this 
opinion  to  be  well  founded.     It  is  difficult  to  believe,  that  such  a 
quantity  of  the  electrical  fluid  as  is  necessary  to  deprive  a  man  of 
life,  could  be  accumulated  in  &  cannon-ball;  and  no  instance 
seems  to  be  known  to  Mr  EUis  of  electrical  effects  being  produ- 
ced by  any  ball  on  things  devoid  of  life ;  for  what  he  says  of  me* 
tallic  substances,  such  as  buttons  and  epaulets  being  torn  away 
KJoitkotU  actual  contact^  is  not  at  all  implied  in  Dr  Blane's  account, 
who  is  the  only  person  quoted  by  Mr  E.,  that  mentions  such  a 
circumstance.     Indeed  he  proposes  this  as  the  subject  of  future 
experiment.     If  the  effects  in  Question  were  produced  by  elec- 
tricity, it  is  odd  that  parts  equally  necessary  to  life,  And  as  easily 
injured,  such  as  the  brain  and  stomach,  should  be  so  differently 
affected ;  *^  the  wind  of  the  ball, "  in  the  one  case,  being  fata], 
and,  in  the  other,  attended  only  in  general  widi  temporary  con- 
sequences.     Mr  E-  seems  likewise  to  have  failed  very  completely 
jn  bis  attempt  to  identify  caloric  and  electricity,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  both  having  the  power  of  inflaming  bodies,  and  of 
the  presence  of  oxygen  gas,  which  contains  caloric,  being  neces- 
sary to  the  production  of  electricity  in  the  common  electrifying 
machines ;  for  these  will  appear  to  any  one  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  Mr  Ellis's  reasoning,  to  be  the  only  proofs 
iwbich  bq  ^dduce^  of  the  identity  of  these  two  substances,  or 
whatever  else  they  may  be  called.     On  this  identity,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  his  whole  theory  depends.     I  shall  not,  however, 
enter  on  the  particular  confutation  of  this  hypothesis,  which  I 
believe  lyill  make  few  converts,  and  would  not  probably  have 
been  adopted  by  Mr  £.  himself,  had  he  not  wished  to  support  a 
favourite  conclusion.     And  indeed,  I  must  remark,  that  were 
i^uch  loose  analogies  accounted  proofs  of  identity,  natural  science 
>vould,  in  my  judgment,  revert  to  its  pristine  state  before  (be- 
lays of  B^ont 
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In  opposition  to  Mr  EHis's  opinion,  I  think  that  there  is  a  me* 
chanical  cause  for  the  efiects  produced  by  a  ball  passing  close  to 
the  human  body,  which  will  sufficiently  account  for  them.  This 
is  the  vacuum  produced  by  the  rapid  motion  of  the  ball  through 
the  air,  which  thougli  of  itself  partial,  yet  when  we  combmo 
with  it,  the  condensadon  of  air  tnrking  place  imnaed<iately4}efore 
the  ball,  may,  i  suppose,  have  fully  the  same  effect  as  if  the  va* 
•cuum  behind  it  were  complete.  Wlven  a  ball  dien  passes  close 
to  the  storiiach,  there  is,  in  the  ^rst  place,  a  great  addition  to  the 
pressure  on  that  viscus  from  the  condensation  of  the  atr :  As 
soon  as  the  baU  is  passed,  this  pressure,  with  a  great  part  of  that 
of  the  atmosphere,  is  taken  oS%  the  consequence  of  which  is  a 
■sudden  expansion  of  all  the  fluids  in  the  stomach  and  the  blood 
in  its  blood-vessels,  and  the  rupture  of  both.  The  rupture  of 
the  stomach  is  the  cause  of  death,  and  the  extravasation  of  the* 
4)lood,  of  the  black  appearance,  externally.  In  the  case  meni- 
tioned  of  the  false-ribs  being  fractured  and  death  following,  the 
same  explication  will  apply ;  some  viscus,  from  sudden  expansion 
of  its  contained  fluids,  has  burst  and  forced  the  ribs  outwards. 
The  case  of  the  thigh-bone  being  broken,  and  about  two  inches 
of  it  being  shivered  into  small  pieces,  appears  a  great  confirma* 
tion  of  this  mode  of  explaining  the  effects  produced,  and  is  very 
hostile  to  that  of  Mr  Ellis.  .  Had  the  accident  been  occasioned 
by  electricity,  the  thigh  ought  to  have  been  shivered  lengthwise 
by  the  passage  of  the  fluid  to  the  earth.  But  if  occasioned  by  a 
vacuum  suddenly  produced  on  the  one  side,  and  by  the  whole 
pressure  of  the  atmosphere  immediately  applied  on  the  other ; 
fhis  will  account  for  the  two  inches  being,  as  it  were,  broken  out 
from  the  femur;  and  the  shivering  into  small  pieces  was  caused 
by  the  sudden  expansion  of  the  fluids  in  the  internal  and  vascu- 
lar part  of  the  bone. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  hypothesis  affords  an  explication  of 
the  reason  why  the  passage  of  a  ball,  close  to  the  head,  is  not  at- 
tended with  fatal  effects.  Every  one  who  has  seen  experiments 
with  the  air-pun\p,  knoy^s  the  resistance  which  &  spherical  forra 
df  vessels  opposes  to  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere.  In  like 
manner,  the  spherical  form  of  the  h^ad  prevents  all  injury  to  the 
brain,  except  that  of  being  stunned,  which  is  owing  to  the  sud- 
den impulse  of  the  atmosphere  on  the  scull,  producing  the  same 
effect  as  a  stroke.  The  blindness,  consequent  on  the  ball  passing 
hefore  the  eyes,  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  sudden  expansion  of 
the  humours,  by  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  being  removed; 
in  consequence  of  which  the  organization  of  the  part  may  be  so 
much  injured,  as  to  induce  a  degree  of  weakness  that  may  tei> 
^minate  in  total  loss  of  sight. 
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I  had  written  thus  far,  when  I  saw  Dr  Spence's  paper  in  the 
April  number  of  your  Journal,  who  seems  inclined  to  brieve, 
that  the  accidents  in  question,  are  owing  to  the  velocity  comma-* 
nicated  to  light  substances  by  the  ball.  This  explanation,  he 
himself  acknowledges,  will  not  apply  to  all  the  instances  men« 
tioned  by  Mr  Ellis ;  and  though  I  have  no  doubt  that  consider-^ 
able  effects  may  be  produced  in  this  way,  yet  it  appears  unao 
countable  why  the  injury  should  not  appear  more  externally  than 
internally,  a&  when  one  body  is  driven  violently  against  another, 
must  unavoidably  be  the  case.  Dr  Spence's  observations  do  not 
seem  to  invalidate  this  remark.  In  my  judgment,  then,  this 
forms  an  insuperable  ol>jection  against  his  mode  of  explication •$ 
and,  on  the  contrary,  tends  greatly  to  confirm  that  which  I  have 
suggested,  as  the  force  I  have  supposed  to  act  is  internal.  The 
blackness  and  sphacelus  of  the  muscles,  mentioned  by  him  as 
consequences  of  this  accident,  are  likewise  well  explained  by  the 
rupture  of  the  small  vessels,  producing  extravasation  and  disor* 
ganization  of  the  part.  On  the  same  grounds,  an  easy  answer 
is  affiirded  to  the  question  proposed  by  Dr  Spence*,  why  the  pas* 
sage  of  a  ball  has  not  always  the  same  effect  in  battle  ?  This 
arises  from  want  of  the  necessary  velocity  to  produce  the  con* 
densation  and  vacuum,  which  has  been  considered  as  the  cause 
of  the  effects  produced ;  as  great  velocities,  we  know  from  the 
experiments  made  with  cannon  balls,  are  rapidly  destroyed  by 
the  resistance  of  the  air.  On  the  whole,  this  explication  seems 
to  me  to  have  all  that  is  requisite  to  a  legitimate  hypothesis, 
liamely,  that  it  affords  an  easy  and  complete  solution  of  all  the 
phenomena  mentioned,  as  accompanying  the  ^*  wind  of  a  ball.  ** 

Manse  of  Boharm^  May^Sth^  1812. 
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Observations  on  the  Treatment  of  Chorea  Sancti  Viti.  By  Henk¥ 
Reeve,  M.  D.  One  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Hospital. 

'T^HE  cure  of  chorea  by  purgative  medicines  has  been  lately  the 
-*-  subject  of  several  disqui^:itions  by  medical  writers.  Among 
those  who  have  most  distinguished  themselves  in  recommending 
this  practice,  aro  Dr  Hamilton,  Dr  Parr,  and  several  correspond- 
ents in  the  Edinburgh  Journal.  Although  the  evidence  which 
they  adduce  in  liavour  of  purgatives  is  very  decisive,  and  I  have  no 
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doubt  This  method  of  treating  the  disease  is  the  speediest  and  the 
most  effectual,  yet  it  remains  to  be  proved^  that  tonics  and  stimu- 
lants have  always  failed^  and  that  purgatives  alone  will  univer^ 
sally  and  infallibly  be  successful.  In  the  course  of  sixteen  years, 
I  have  seen  thirty*five  cases  of  chorea.  All  these  patients  reco? 
vered,  except  one ;  and  they  got  well  under  every  variety  of  treat-^ 
ment,  from  the  most  power&il  down  to  the  most  inert  and  ap^ 
parently  inefficacious  remedies.  The  case  which  terminated  tar; 
tally  was  that  of  a  patient  in  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital^  in  1804 1 
a  boy  twelve  years  oldj  who  took  scammony  and  calomel  in  large 
and  repeated  doses,  besides  other  medicines,  without  any  abate7 
ment  of  his  symptoms.  The  convulsive  motions  in  this  case  were 
violent  and  continual,  night  and  day ;  and  the  patient  died  ex- 
hausted, six  weeks  after  his  admission  into  the  hospital.  It  seem- 
ed necessary  to  say  thus  much  of  personal  observation,  becausei 
in  their  accounts  of  this  disease,  several  authors  have  enumerat7 
ed  their  individual  experience,  and  contrasted  it  with  the  slende^ 
authority  of  single  cases  related  in  periodical  publications.  But 
the  reader  will  find  a  more  conclusive  argument  in  the  result  of 
the  following  report  of  the  cases  of  chorea  admitted  and  discharg- 
ed from  the  public  hospital  here  ;  for,  during  a  period  of  thirty- 
six  years,  the  medical  department  of  this  institution  has  been  con7 
ducted  by  eight  diflerent  physicians;  their  practice  has  varied  con- 
siderably ;  yet  in  the  cure  of  this  disease,  success  has  been  nearlj 
equally  divided  amongst  them.  The  late  Dr  Lubbock  always 
prescribed  preparations  of  steel  for  the  cure  of  chorea;  he  never 
employed  purgatives  or  any  evacuations,  and  he  has  told  me  he 
never  failed  of  success.  By  other  physicians,  antiphlogistic  re* 
medies,  such  as  bleeding,  saline  medicines  and  purgatives,  havd 
been  employed,  and  also  tonics  and  stimulants. 

A  general  Abstract  of  the  Patients  mth  Chorea^  admitted  and  dis* 
charged  Jrom  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Ho^ital^  from  March 
1776,  to  March  1812. 

Patients  affected  with  chorea,  admitted  from  the  month       No. 
of  March  1776,  to  March  1812^  •  -         -         84> 


Cured,         ,         .         •         -         -        7* 

Relieved,  •  -  ^  -  5 

Discharged  -^  At  his  own  request,        ...  1 

Having  epileptic  fits,        ...  I 

Not  likely  to  receive  benefit,      «         .  i 

Died  .  •  •  .2 

i      *  * 

8^ 
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It  appears  tliat  this  diseaf^e  has  occurred  in  84  out  of  28,810 
patients,  (the  total  number  admitted),  or  1  in  S43.  It  is  most 
freouent  in  females,  in  the  proportion  of  57  to  27t  or  as  19  to  9. 
Heoirden  remarks,  a  fourth  part  of  the  patients  he  saw  were 
males  *.  Flamilton  says,  it  attacks  boys  and  girls  indiscriminate- 
ly. Out  of  the  number  of  cases*  above  stated,  there  was  only 
one  man,  forty  years  of  age,  and  that  was  a  severe  case;  for  the 
disorder  returned  a  few  months  after  he  was  discharged  from  the 
hospital;  he  was  re- admitted,  and  continued  eight  months  under 
medical  treatment,  till  he  was  dismissed  relieved.  All  the  pa- 
tients, except  two  girls,  figed  five  and  six,  were  above  nine  years 
old ;  the  most  common  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  disor- 
dei;,  was  between  the  ninth  and  fifteenth  year  of  the  patient's 
age;  four  females  were  above  the  age  of  2 1.  Out  of  84  cases, 
only  two  had  a  fntnl  termination ;  both  of  these  were  boys,  in 
whom  the  disease  had  been  of  long  standing.  The  patient  dis- 
charged as  not  likely  to  receive  benefit,  was  a  woman  28  years 
old,  who  had  been  afiected  at  different  times  for  three  years  prior 
to  her  admission ;  the  patient  discharged  at  his  own  request  was 
a  boy,  who  had  the  disease  a  vear  before  he  came  to  the  hospital ; 
he  remained  tiiere  four  montns.  The  patients  relieved  were  per- 
sons who  had  been  long  affected ;  and  the  one  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  his  being  subject  to  epileptic  fits,  was  a  lad  fifteen  years 
old. 

'  Relapses  took  place  in  nine  cases,  all  of  them  after  an  interval 
not  less  than  a  year ;  in  three  of  these,  the  disease  recurred  a 
third  time,  but  was  ultimately  cured.  The  shortest  period  of 
medical  treatment  was  t^o  weeks;  the  longest,  eight  months ; 
the  common  average  seven  weeks ;  observed  in  the  whole  84 
cases. 

I  have  selected  chorea  for  a  comparative  investigation  of  the 
different  methods  of  treating  it,  because  it  is  a  disease  in  which 
tw*o  of  the  three  points  of  evidence  necessary  for  establishing 
medical  facts  can  be  readily  ascertained :  viz.  first,  that  the  dis- 
ease really  did  exist,  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  cured.  The 
third  point, — whether  the  alleged  means  alone  performed  the 
f^xvce^ — VA  a  question  which  nay  be  left  for  the  re^er  to  deter- 
mine. 

The  connexion  of  the  irregular  involuntary  actions  of  the  mus- 
cles, with  a  disordered  and  loaded  slate  of  the  intestines,  is  much 
insiijted  on  by  Dr  Hamilton  and  his  co-respondents;  yet  in  tkeir 
reports  of  several  cases,  tkeheU;^  is  said  to  be  regular^  or  bcUt/  opetif 
And  the  stools,  aiier  the  first  purgative,  are  described  as  being 
iof  the  natural  appearance.— {Vide  Appendix,  No.  VIL  liamil- 
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ton's  Observ.  on  Purg.  Med. ;  and  Mr  M^Mullin'g  puperi  Vol.  L 
£din.  Journal.)     There  seems  to  be  a  source  of  error,  too,  in  re- 
porting the  state  of  the  alvine  evacuation.     Might  it  not  be  ex- 
pected to  assume  those  appearances  described,  after  the  children 
were  made  to  swallow  such  large  quantities  of  infusion  of  senna, 
aloetic  pills,  jalap,  extract  of  liquorice,  phosphat  of  soda,  calorad, 
magnesia,  and  broth,  without  any  mixture  of  common  solid  fcK)d? 
Grant  that  in  every  case  such  appearances  do  exist;  yet  it  is  by 
no  means  dear  the  inference  is  true,  that  such  a  quantity  of 
feces  had  accumulated  in  the  cavity  of  the  intestines,  and  occa« 
«ioned  the  convulsive  affection,  any  more  than  when  a  person 
takes  an  emetic,  and  brings  up  by  repeated  efforts  a  large  quan- 
tity of  bile,  that  bile  is  to  be  considered  as  having  accumulated 
in  the  stomach,  and  according  to  the  vulgar  notion,  caused  the 
sick  headach.     If  you  ask  the  parents  what  first  brought  on  their 
children's  complaint,  they  will  ans.ver,  in  a  majority  of  iastancea 
of  chorea,  that  it  was  something  by  which  they  were  frightened. 
Irritation,  excited  by  teething,  is  another  cause  of  chorea,  and  the 
patient  has  recovered  in  a  few  days  after  his  gums  were  lanced. 
In  these  instances,  torpor  of  the  Dowels  does  not  belong  to  the 
history  of  the  complaint;  and  the  only  use  we  can  make  of  the 
fact  is  to  show,  that  the  exciting  cause  is  various.     In  seven 
cases  which  have  come  lately  under  my  own  care,  the  bowels 
were  regular,  the  body  was  not  swelled,  nor  were  any  symptoms 
of  loaded  intestines  present;  yet  six  recovered  by  taking  only 
purgative  medicines,  but  the  seventh  required  some  tonics  before 
any  decided   amendment  took  place.     I  remember  a  case  of 
chorea  in  which  the  patient  was  much  ttoubled  with  diarrhoea, 
yet  this  did  not  prevent  my  friend,  who  had  the  treatment  of  it, 
from  steadily  administering  purgatives  until  the  irregular  actiu&s 
of  the  muscles  ceased.     Dr  Mamiltoii  has  judiciously  remarked, 
that  chorea  consists  of  two  stages;  and  he  points  out  the  period 
when  tonics  and  stimulants  may  be  used  with  propriety  and  ef- 
fect; and  although  he  s(ays,  he  has  '^  not  felt  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing recourse  to  medicines  of  this  kind, "  yet  he  employed  other 
remedies  besides  purgatives  in  three  outof  tlie  seven  cases  which 
he  has  Inserted  in  his  appendix,  if  it  be  allowable  to  call  by  that 
name  such  articles  as  wine,  porter,  a  blisier,  warm  bath,  glisters 
of  broth  and  assafioetida,  beefftca,  and  oxide  of  iron.     Ferhaps 
some  physicians  have  been  unreasonabJe  in  their  expectations  of 
success,  in  curing  severe  and  protracted  cases  of  chorea,  an4 
other  diseases  of  the  muscular  and  nervous  powers,  by  purgatives 
jilone;  for  where  purgatives  have  been  given  in  large  and  fre- 
quent doses,  as  in  tetanus,  trismus,  hysteria,  and  some  cases  of 
phoreai  (  am  dii»poscd  to  thjnk,  it  will  always  be  found  prudent 
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•nd  necessary  to  administer  wine^  porter,  beef-tea«  &c.  abundant- 
Ivi  to  support  the  patient's  strength.  I  am  led  to  this  opinion 
from  what  has  come  mider  my  own  observation,  as  well  as  from 
the  perusal  of  Dr  Hamilton's  cases,  and  some  valuable  histories 
of  tetanus  and  trismus,  published  in  the  second  volume  of  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  and  in  the  fifth  voL  of  this 
(Edin.)  Journal. 

Nothing  requires  greater  caution  in  our  inquiries  concerning 
the  utility  of  mediciaes,  than  to  distinguish  exactly  what  is  pro* 
duced  by  one  substance,  and  what  is  owin^  to  anoiber ;  nor  is 
there  any  subject  in  which  an  author  is  more  liable  to  deceive 
himself  by  false  estimates.  It  it  but  fair,  in  ail  cases,  to  state 
every  circumstance,  in  order  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  regi- 
men as  well  as  the  physic,  jand,  if  requiredi  to  divide  the  credit 
of  the  cure  between  them.  I  do  not  mean  to  detract  from  Dr  H»- 
milton's  merit;  for  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  the  powers  which 
he  has  displayed  in  his  work  on  the  utility  and  administration  of 
purgative  medicines  in  several  diseases;  and  there  is  no  part  of 
liis  book,  where  his  skill  and  ingenuity  i^  more  successfully  ex<» 
erted,  than  in  combating  the  doctrine  of  debility,  which  has  ua- 
doubtedly  inculcated  a  rear  of  evacuations  in  cnorea,  and  other 
spasmodic  diseases,  which  is  not  justified  by  experience,  and  is 
wholly  irreconcileable  with  facts.  The  hackneyed  phrase  of  de^ 
hility  is  a  centre  round  which  much  delusion  has  gathered ;  but 
it  is  now  happily  subsided:  And  the  physician,  perceiving  how 
much  the  outward  help  of  his  art  can  facilitate  the  progress  of 
nature,  will  not  be  betrayed  by  theoretical  speculations  iato  per* 
nicious  mistakes,  where  he  can  find  the  principles  of  his  inter- 
ference warranted  by  substantial  experiments. 
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CItlTICAL    ANALTSI& 
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itniamdtogie  und  HelmintJiologie  des  Menschlichen  &>erpers^  oitf 
Beschreibm^  und  Abbildungf  der  Bewokner  und  Feinde  disselben 
tnUer  der  Insecten  und  fVuermem.  Von  D.  Johann  Heinrich 
Joerdens,  &g.  ftc  4to.  Vol.  L  pp.  S19«^  15  ookmred  platei^ 
Ho£  1801.    Vol.  II.  pp.  154.  7  coloured  plates.    Hof.  1S02. 

"VTo  apology,  we  apprehend,  is  necessary  for  giving  an  account 
-^^  of  books,  though  not  recently  published^  provided  they  be 
new  or  scarcely  known  in  this  country.  The  copy  of  the  pubfi* 
cation  lying  before  us  we  obtained  with  great  difficulty,  some 
months  ago,  and  is,  we  belkve,  the  only  one  in  this  kingdom. 

Mr  Joerdens  considers  his  subject  in  the  most  extensive  point 
^f  view^  as  he  includes,  not  only  the  insects  and  worms  whidi 
fnfest  the  human  body  exclusively,  but  also  those  which  are  only 
Occasionally  injurious  to  it,  and  even  those  which  contribute  toitlF 
disorganization  after  death.  Of  each  of  the  numerous  specie* 
which  this  plan  oblig^  him  to  notice,  he  details  minutefy  the 
systematic  history  f  gives  one  or  more  coloured  figures  of  the 
insect,  larva,  &c. ;  oescribes  accurately  the  injury  which  it  doee 
to  the  human  body,  as  well  as  the  means  of  remedying  it ;  and 
to  the  whole  prefixes  a  very  copious  literature.  ^  This  extensive 
view  of  the  subject  has,  no  doubt,  materially  increased  the  sise 
and  expense  of  the  work,  but  we  do  not  think  nnnecessarily,  be«^ 
cause  it  has  enabled  him  to  collect  together  an  immense  mass  of 
curious  information,  fcM"  which  4kere  would  otherwise  be  no  pro^ 
|»er  repository^ 

The  first  volume,  besides  an  introduction,  treats  of  the  insecta 
which  infest  the  human  body  externally,  and  the  second,  of  the 
intestinal  insects  and  worms.  The  introduction  is  not  very  im- 
portant ;  Mr  Joerdens  puzzles  himself  to  find  out  some  use  for 
these  troublesome  and  hurtful  companions ;  for  it  is  evidently 
^uite  vidicnk)U8  to  suppose^  that  sudb  meaas  were  necessary  t» 
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indaoe  ns  to  take  care  of  the  cleanliness  of  our  persons,-^to  warn 
us  against  improper  food> — to  contribute  to  our  health  by  de- 
vouring the  excessive  rancus  in  the  intestines,— or  finally  to  ter- 
minate our  corporeal  existence  after  we  had  completed  our  des- 
tiny in  this  world. 

The  injury  which  these  animals  inflict  on  the  hnman  body, 
may  be  either  mechanical,  chemical,  or  mixed*  Of  the  first 
kind  are  the  wounds  of  all  those  which  are  not  furnished  with 
any  particular  acrid  or  poisonous  secretion  to  insert  into  the 
wound.  The  second  class  includes  only  cantharides,  the  Cf^a, 
the  larva  of  the  Vimda^  and  a  few  others.  The  last  division, 
which  contains  those  which  poison  the  wound  they  inflict,  is  by 
far  the  most  numerous.  This  is  evident  from  the  effects  pro- 
duced being  totally  disproportioned  to  the  mechanical  injury, 
frequently  producing  erysipelatic  inflammation,  vesicles,  ulcers, 
swelling  of  the  wounded  part,  with  redness  and  pain,— or  on  the 
contrary,  insensibility  and  numbness,  accompanied  by  fever,  pale- 
ness of  the  countenance,  increased  flow  of  tears,  swelling  of  the 
body,  trembling  of  the  limbs,  depression  of  the  vital  powers, xold 
sweats,  fainting,  spasms  and  convulsions. 

The  chemical  nature  of  these  poisons  is  totally  unknown ;  but 
their  production  does  not  seem  to  depend  on  the  irritation  of 
the  animal  when  inflicting  the  wound.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
aeems  intimately  connected  with  the  temperature  of  the  atmos- 
phere, as  many  insects,  which*  are  innocent  in  winter,  arid  cold 
climates,  become  dangerous  in  summer,  and  in  hot  climates. 
•  Mr  Joerdens  then  proceeds  to  consider  the  influence  which 
the  season  of  the  year  and  atmospheric  temperature,  the  aliment 
and  condition  of  the  insect,  and  the  age,  sex,  and  constitution  of 
the  person  wounded,  have  upon  the  effects  of  these  poisons  f  but 
"the  ready  explnnatioti  which  he  has  constantly  coupled  with  bis 
statements,  makes  us  strongly  suspect  that  they  are  derived  from 
hypothesis  rather  than  observation.  His  preface  is  concluded 
with  a  very  general  account  of  the  remedies  to  be  used  against 
the  bites  and  stings  of  poisonous  insects. 

The  first  subdivision  treats  of  those  insects  which  live  only 
in  the  human  body,  and  can  propagate  themselves  in  it  alone. 
These  are,  so  far  as  we  yet  know,  only  six  in  number :  the  Musca 
leprosy  Pidex  pruriginis  senilis^  Fedicutns  kumanus  capitis^  catporiSy 
•and  pubtSj  and  the  Acarus  scabiei.  He  commences  hb  account 
>of  the  first  of  these  witji  the  following  judicious  observations; 

**  Foul  ulcers  of  all  kinds,  which  are  exposed  to  the  air,  and  the  tribes 

of  insects  inhabiting  it,  especially  in  warm  weather,  are  comnion  nests 

'for  certain  kinds  of  maggots  and  larva*.   This  was  known  to  the  antient 

'Gitck^,  as  I  ibhall  have  occasion  particularly  to  mention,  when  speakioj^ 
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of  flies  hurtful  under  certain  circumstances  only.  Galen  and  JEginet« 
ta  were  acquainted  with  the  fact ;  and  among  the  moderns,  it  is  most 
fully  noticed  by  Hauptmann,  Lange,  Plater,  Sennert  and  Borelli,  but 
especially  by  Steenever,  who  has  not  only  supplied  the  exact  descrip- 
tion of  these  maggots,  but  also  given  representations  of  them  in  their 
various  states.  As  is  still  the  case,  at  that  time  too  general  conc1u« 
fiions  were  derived  from  general  observations ;  .and  because  worms 
and  insects  were  found  not  only  in  foul  ulcers  and  wounds,  but  also 
in  various  cutaneous  eruptions,  they  were  considered  as  the  caus- 
es of  most  diseases,  to  the  exclusion  of  miasmata.  Even  the  great 
Linne  and  his  contemporaries  acceded  to  this  opinion,  and  added  to 
its  popularity  by  the  authority  due  to  their  spirit  of  investigation;  and 
not  only  all  eruptions,  but  syphilis,  the  plague,  and  many  other  dis- 
eases,, were  ascribed  to  worms  and  insects.  But  the  diversity  of  in- 
sects found  in  different  cutaneous  diseases^  does  not  entitle  us  to  con<» 
sider  them  as  their  cause,  but  rather  as  their  consequence.  For  every 
insect  which  derives  its  nourishment  from  acrid,  fermenting  and  putrid 
substances,  does  not  therefore  thrive^  wherever  there  is  fermentation 
or  putridity ;  but  different  degrees  of  these  are  congenial  to  different 
kinds  of  insects.  Hence,  a  particular  insect  may  exclusively  be  nour- 
ished in  particular  cutaneous  sores,  without  having  the  least  connexion 
with  its  form  or  malignity,  just  as  other  insects,  which  live  on  fresh  and 
entire  substances,  are  not  indiftei-ent  in  the  selection  of  their  food.  '• 

The  second  subdivision  is  allotted  to  those  insects  which  do  not 
inhabit  the  human  body,  but  are  remarkable^  on  account  of  the 
inconveniences  or  diseases  which  they  occasion  in  it.  These  aro 
again  divided  into  three  sections.  The  Cimex  lectularmSf  Oes'* 
trus  homints,  Pidex  irritans,  and  P.  penetrans^  are  included  in 
the  first,  as  insects  which  commonly  and  especially  infest  the  hu* 
man  body.  The  second  section  contains  the  descripticHi  of  94 
species,  which  only  injure  it  under  certain  circumstances^  and 
the  third  section  is  devoted  to  those  insects  which  appear  in  thtf 
human  body  as  a  very  uncommon  occurrence ;  such  as  insects 
under  the  skin  and  in  the  muscles,  in  the  frontal  sinus,  in  the 
eyes,  in  the  maxillary  sinus,  in  the  nose,  ears,  mouth,  trachea 
And  lungs,  stomach,  intestines,  urinary  organs,  mammae  and 
female  organs  of  generation. 

The  third  and  last  subdivision  of  this  third  section^  is  the 
history  of  those  insects  which  are  nourished  and  propagated  in 
the  dead  human  body  in  its  different  stages  of  decay. 

The  second  volume  is  nK>re  interesting  to  the  practitioner. 
It  coiitains  three  sections  i  the  first  treating  of  worms  peculiar  tp 
the  human  body ;  the  second,  of  worms  only  occasionally  injuri- 
ous to  it;  and  the  third,  of  those  accidentally  found  within  the 
human  body :  and  in  an  appendix,  he  has  collected  the  histories 
X>f  some  undetermined  insects  and  worms,  of  iabulous  cases,  and 
of  various  amphibia,  and  other  animals  said  to  have  been  fomid 
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in  the  hiiniiui  body.  In  the  introductory  chapter  to  the  section 
on  intestinal  worms,  Mr  Joerdens  states  at  great  length  his 
grounds  for  believing  that  their  eggs  are  introduced  into  the  foetus 
with  the  blood  of  the  motheri  or  into  the  infant  with  the  milk  of 
the  nurse.  From  the  latter  supposition,  he  draws  a  practical  con- 
elusion,  that,  in  choosing  a  nurse,  we  should  be  particularly  careful 
that  she  never  has  been  affected  with  worms.  He  also  hints,  that 
the  saliva  may  be  the  means  of  introducing  the  eg^s  of  intestinal 
worms,  in  those  countries  where  nurses  have  the  abominable  prac- 
tice of  previously  chewing  the  food  they  give  to  inlants.  But  be** 
aides  the  introduction  of  the  eggs,  a  certain  predisposition  is  ne< 
oessary  for  their  development  in  th^  intestinal  canal,  and  which 
seems  to  be  connected  with  a  warm  and  moist  atmosphere,  and 
the  deficiency  of  food,  or  the  use  of  unwholesome  food  in  timet 
of  scarcity.  In  his  observations  on  the  symptoms,  diagnosis,  and 
method  of  cure  of  intestinal  worms,  there  is  nothing  worth  notic- 
ing, except  that  he  nowhere  mentions  the  oil  of  turpentine,  late- 
ly used  with  so  much  success,  as  a  remedy  ever  suggested.  The 
intestinal  worms  described  by  Mr  Joerdens  are — 

1.  Tricocephaltuhomirds. — This  worm  was  discovered  in  1760, 
l)y  Wagier,  and  is  rare.  It  is  most  commonly  found  in  the  coe- 
cum  of  persons  who  have  suffered  from  great  accumulation^  of 
intestmal  mucus.  Nothing  certain  is  known  of  symptoms  pecu- 
liar to  its  presence,  or  of  the  means  most  successful  in  expelling 
it  $  but  Mr  Joerdens  recommends  saline  medicines,  from  their 
action  in  dislodging  intestinal  mucus. 

2.  Asearts  vermicularis.^-^Of  the  numerous  accounts  of  these 
Well  known  inhabitants  of  the  rectum,  Mr  Joerdens  thinks  that 
those  of  Goeze  and  Van  Phelsum  alone  deserve  the  epithet  of 
classical.  They  are  easily  distinguished  from  young  lumbrici, 
by  the  vivacity  of  their  motions  vvhen  exposed  to  the  light.  The 
anatomy  of  tne^male  is  given  as  well  as  that  of  the  female;  and 
suppositories  of  bacon,  to  which  they  often  adhere  in  heaps,  are 
mentioned  among  the  remedies. 

S,  Asearts  lumMcoideSy  is  most  frequently  met  with  in  the  coe- 
cum  and  jejunum,  but  occasionally  finds  his  way  into  the  large  in- 
testines and  stomach,  or  cteeps  into  the  pancreatic  or  biliary 
ducts,  and  sohietimes  penetrates  through  the  coats  of  the  intes- 
tines into  other  parts  of  the  body.  Tncy  occasionally  produce 
the  most  violent  symptoms,  or  even  cause  death;  and  at  others, 
exist  in  great  numbers  without  being  suspected. 

4.  Ascaris  atephanostomay  fi'onte  bicorne,  proboscide  acumi- 
nibus  duodecim  obsessa,  incisuris  corporis  quatuordecim,  cauda 
bifida.     Habitat  in  canale  iritestinalii 

5.  Ascaris  conosma,  papillis  in  capite  obtuso  duobus,  inci«urii 
corporis  decern,  cauda  simplice.     Habitat  in  canale  intestlmili« 
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These  two  new  worms  were  discharged  by  the  action  of  calo- 
mel from  a  young  man,  under  the  care  of  Professor  Bretschneider^ 
and  were  examined  by  Professor  Lenz  of  Jena,  and  preserved  in 
his  collection.  They  differ  very  much  from  all  other  intestinal 
worms,  and  have  more  the  general  appearance  bf  larvee.  As 
they  have  considerable  resemblance  to  each  other,  and  occurred 
in  the  same  patient,  it  is  possible  that  they  are  the  male  and 
female. 

6.  Hamularia  fymphaticaj  corpore  lineari,  teretiusculo,  capi« 
te  obtuso,  infra  duobus  hamulis  prominentibus  instructo.  This 
filiform  worm  was  discovered  by  Treutler,  in  a  person  who  had 
died  of  phthisis,  in  the  glands  at  the  division  of  the  trachea  and 
bronchiae.  They  were  wiihhi  the  lymphatic  vessels,  adhering 
strongly  to  them  by  two  hooks.  The  vessels  were  much  enlarg*-- 
ed,  and  their  valves  destroyed. 

Of  the  tape-worms,  he  describes  only  three  species,  the  tienia 
solmm,  vulgaris i  and  lata.  We  shall  say  nothing  of  these  at  pre* 
sent,  as  we  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  notice  the  discoveries  of 
a  very  promising  young  naturalist  in  regard  to  them. 

The  next  section  treats  of  hydatids.     Those  described  are, 

1.  Taenia  visceralis,  vesicula  simplice  inclusa,  capitis  tuberculin 
tribus,  totidemque  corporis  articulis,  basi  vesicae  aflixis.  This 
was  found  by  IVeutfer  on  the  inner  slightly  inflamed  peritonaeum 
of  a  woman  who  had  died  of  dropsy. 

*  2,  T^ita  musctdaris  or  Finna  humana^  capsa  vaginali  cartila- 
ginea,  vesicula  caudata  apicibus  obtusis.  These  are  found  in  the 
cellular  substance  among  the  muscles. 

3.  Taniapyriformis^  capite  globoso,  proboscide  obtusa,  papiilis 
sugcntibus  quatuor  multum  prominentibus,  hamulorum  serie  du- 
plici,  coUo  tenui,  vesica  in  cauda  pyriformi.  Fischer  found  these 
in  1788,  in  the  choroid  plexus  of  a  young  man  who  died  of  ar-* 
dent  fever ;  but  he  knew  nothing  of  his  previous  history* 

4.  T(enia  albopunctata^  velamento  externo  capsulari,  ca)tite  ses* 
sile,  papilla  suctoria  una,  una  tantum  sex  hamulorum  coronli,  ve« 
feiica  in  Cauda  rotunda.  These  were  also  found  in  the  choroid . 
plexus  of  a  woman  28  years  of  age,  who  had  become  dropsical 
after  an  obstinate  iniermittent,  by  Treutler.  In  the  last  month  of 
her  life,  she  complained  of  great  weight  in  the  right  side  of  the 
occiput,  involuntary  flow  of  tears,  and. frequent  dimness  of  sight. 
She  slept  so  soundly,  that  she  was  with  difSculty  awakened. 
Her  hearing  and  speech  daily  diminished,  and  her  memory  left 
her  entirely.  She  lost  all  power  of  voluntary  motion,  so  that  she 
could  neither  hold  up  her  head,  nor  lift  an  arm  or  leg.  To  these 
were  added  convulsions  and  apoplectic  attacks.  At  last  she  fell 
ffiddenly  dead,  when  she  seemed  to  be  recovering,  and  was  trj- 
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hig  to  walk  about.  The  choroid  plexus  was  turgid  with  blood, 
and  varicose,  and  contained  14  bydaitids  on  the  right  side,  and 
two  on  the  left. 

5*  Poli^pkahis  hominist  corona  unconim  simpliciyCapite  imper- 
f<>rato  corporibusqae  pyri^Drmibus.  These  were  discovered  by 
Meckel,  in  the  brain,  and  the  description  given  by  Zeder  fironi 
Goze's  posthumous  papers.  Zeder  bimsdT  afterwards  found 
tbem  in  a  girl.    The  case  and  dissection  are  interesting.    A 

JooQg  woman,  two  years  before  her  death,  becimae  affected  witb 
leadach  and  giddiness.  An  year  and  an  half  afterwards,  she 
recovered  in  some  degree,  and  lived  happily,  but  too  freely  for 
some  weeks,  until,  when  on  the  watex,  in  an  oppressively  hot 
day,  she  wafr  so  violently  attacked  with  headach  and  giddiness,, 
that  she  fell  down  senseless.  She  complained  of  distension  ia> 
^e  forehead,  loss  of  memory  and  sight,  and  akemating  headach 
and  giddiness.  These  symptoms  increaaed  in  violence.  She 
could  not  bear  the  least  light,  or  walk  erect,  but  went  straight 
forward,  with  her  body  bent,  and  struck  herself  a^inst  bodies  in 
her  way,  like  sheep  affected  with  the  ^taggera.  At  last  she  died 
$nd  was  opened.  In  the  third  ventricle,  along  with  water,  was 
found  a  particular  kind  of  hydatids  containii^g  a  fluid  resembling 
a  solution  of  gum^  In  the  passi^  to  the  aqueduct  of  Svlvius, 
and  pardy  beneath  the  posterior  end  of  the  origin  of  tbis  kft  optic 
tierve,  there  was  a  similar  hydatid,  larger  than  a  hen's  ^gg,  to 
which  three  smaller  oi^es  adhered.  In  taking  it  out  it  burst,  and, 
besides  the  fluid  already  described,  it  contained  three  other  small- 
er on^s.  The  tentorium  cerebelli  was  also  observed  to  be  pushed 
very  much  up,  and  on  taking  out  the  cerebellum,  there  were 
found,  in  the  fourth  ventricle,  besides  water,  severi^  hydatids,  • 
wbich  distended  it  so  that  it  could  have  contained  a  hen^s  egg.  In 
the  bottom  of  this  ventricle,  on  the  right  side,  there  was  an  in- 
durated portion  the  size  of  an  almond,  of  a  yellowish  colour,  and 
as  if  covered  with  matter.  From  this,  other  indurations,  like 
catgut,  extended  in  various  directions.  There  were  in  all  twelve 
^yoatidfr  of  different  sizes,  besides  half  a  pint  of  water. 

The  fifth  section,  treats  of  the  flat  worms  Fasctolffi  or  Ligula?. 
1.  Fasciola  Hepatica^  ovata  plana,  BucholziL  Habitat  in  vcsi- 
cula  fellea.  An  original  observation  of  Bucholz  of  Weimar,  in 
which  the  gall-bladder  was  found  filled  with  these  worms,  con- 
firms the  preceding  accounts  of  Bidloo,  Bauhin,  and  Pallas.  The 
last  of  these  authors  says,  that  the  bodies  in  which  they  occut 
are  always  dropsical,  their  omentnm  shrivelled,  their  kidneys  un^ 
usually  small,  and  their  liver  very  large,  the  gall- ducts  enormous-* 
ly  distended,  the  bile  tasteless,  thick  and  granular,  and  almost  all 
the  intestines  beset  witb  hydatids. 
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2.  17exa/7/ynWftcm/»f;t^n;o/a,  labio  distitacto,  retra^tili;  capita 
IB  fine  ostiis  sex  perforator  cauda  curvata ;  ventre  bifurco.  The 
only  example  of  this  worm  was  found  by  Treutler  in  the  fat  of 
an  ovarium. 

3.  He^rathp-idium  vendrunif  corpore  elongato,  depresso,  lance- 
olato ;  capite  labiato,  infra  poris  sex  obsito ;  collo  indistincto ; 
dorsi  areola  ex  albo  caerulea;  ventre  poris  duobus  dissectis;  cau« 
da  recta ;  margine  nuUo.  This  insect  was  extracted,  according 
to  Treutler,  from  a  ruptured  hole  in  the  anterior  tibial  vein;  but 
we  must  confess  that  we  suspect  some  fallacy  in  the  observation* 
as  there  evidently  is  in  all  the  preceding  histories  of  worms  and 
insects  found  in  the  blood. 

The  infusory  animals  of  the  human  bodyi  we  pass  altogether 
overy  as  having  no  practical  interest. 

The  hirudo  sanguisuga  and  i/.  medidnalis  are  described  as  a- 
nimals  which  occasionally  fasten  on  the  human  body.  The  ex- 
pedition to  Egypt  has  furnished  us  with  a  still  more  dangerous 
species,  which  is  swallowed  with  the  water,  and  fixes  on  the  in* 
side  of  the  oesophagus  and  stomach. 

The  worms  which  penetrate  the  skin,  and  burrow  under  it,  Bte 
the  Gordius.aquaticus^  Filaria  MedinensiSf  and  Furia  infemalis^ 
The  first  is  supposed  by  our  author,  and  others^  to  be  a  frequent 
cause  of  paronychia.  To  the  history  of  the  second,  the  preceding 
Numbersof  this  Joumalbavefurntshed  no  inconsiderable  addition* 
The  existence  of  the  third  is  highly  problematicaL  It  is  doubted, 
both  on  account  of  the  singularity  of  the  eflEects  ascribed  to  it, 
and  the  very  few  instances  in  which  the  worm  has  been  discover- 
ed. On  the  contrary,  Linnaeus  and  Solander  firmly  believe  they 
have  seen  it.  The  latter  expresses  himself  thus — *'  Had  I  not 
seen  the  disease  with  my  own  eyes,  and  had  the  worm  in  my 
own  hand,  I  could  scarcely  have  believed  what  is  related  of 
it* "  The  disease  ascribed  to  this  insect  is  a  carbuncle  or  boU^ 
which  quickly  becomes  gangrenous,  and  terminates  fatally,  un- 
less the  most  active  remedies  be  immediately  resorted  to,  or  the 
part  be  extirpated  by  the  knife,  or  actual  cautery.  A  disease  of 
this  kind  is  endemic  in  various  countries.  It  is  called  in  Bothnia, 
iikatt  or  Shot;  in  Siberia,  A/orotc^a/asma  or  plague;  in  Tartary^ 
MaAmoz  and  in  Franconia,  Flugbrand^  or  rapid  gangrene.  It  is 
ascribed  to  the  action  of  an  external  cause,  and  nominally  to  th(9 
furia  infernalis ;  because  it  never  attacks  men  or  cattle  in  towns, 
but  only  in  the  fields;  because  it  always  commences  jn  those  parts 
of  the  body  which  are  exposed  to  the  air,  in  a  single  pointy  with 
an  acute  pain  like  the  prick  of  a  needle ;  because,  in  the  b(>il»  a 
red  or  bluish  point  is  seen  like  the  bite  of  an  Inkjet  {  and|  lastly, 
because  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  so  easUy  checkcdi  by  dc« 
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strojing  or  removing  the  part.  Stilly  however,  the  innumerable 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  find  any  worm  in  the  seat  of  the  dis^ 
ease  \  the  possibility  of  accounting  for  the  disease  independently 
of  its  existence  \  indeed,  the  similarity  of  some  of  its  descrip-- 
tions  with  a  disease  of  sheep,  called  the  sickness  in  the  blood  bv 
our  Scots  shepherds,  and  tne  Target  of  some  parts  of  Englana^ 
and  the  possibility  of  mistaking  the  core  or  nucleus  common  in 
.carbuncles  for  a  worm,  induce  us  to  differ  from  our  author,  and 
to  disbelieve  its  existence* 

Of  the  remaining  sections,  containing  the  histories  of  singukf 
and  incredible  cases,  we  shall  say  nothing,  but  refer  the  curious 
to  the  work  itselH  Upon  the  whale,  we  have  been  much  satisfied 
with  these  volumes,  and  with  the  total  want  of  pretension  in 
their  author.  As  mere  compilations,  they  evince  much  industry 
and  judgment,  but  they  are  frequently  enriched  With  original  ob- 
servations of  interest  and  importance.  The  plates,  in  the  same 
manner,  consist  of  good  copies  from  the  best  originals,  with  the 
addition  of  some  figures  which  haVe  never  been  before  published. 


IL 

An  Essay  m  the  Disease  called  Ytttauh fever,  with  Obseroaiiem 
€onceming  Febrile  Contagion,  Typhus  Fever,  Dysentery,  and 
the  Plague,  partly  delivered  at  the  Gtdstonian  Lectures  before  the 
Coiyge  of  Physicians,  in  the  years  1806  and  1807.  Ry  Ed- 
ward Nathaniel  BANcaoFT,  M.  D.  Feltow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians,  Physician  to  the  Army,  and  late  Pkysiciaa 
to  St  George's  Hospital.     8vo.    pp.  8lJ.    London,  1»1 1. 

Wr  *^  have  seldom  had  occasion  to  peruse  so  large  a  vohime,  on 

^^  a  medical  subject,  which  awakened  our  interest,  and  en^ 

•^K^Qour  attention  throughout,  so  uniformly  as  the  essay  before 

^8.     rhe  subject,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  that  can 

occupy  the  consideration  of  the  medical  philosopher.    For,  while 

e  occurrence  of  these  fatal  epidemic  diseases  is  connected  with 

■o  many  important  political  events  in  the  history  of  mankind, 
ana  whK  o^  .».^ ii^ . •    ^t_  _i •  _ri-«  * r  ai^- 
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they  maj  be  avoided,  prerented,  or  exterminated^  are  objects  of 
the  greatest  practical  importance.    It  is  not  easy,  indeed,  to  con- 
ceive the  extent  of  the  practical  evik  that  must  ensue,  when  a 
coDtagioos  malady  ie  mistaken  for  one  that  is  not  contagious ; 
or  when,  on  the  contraiy,  an  epidonic,  destitute  of  any  contagi- 
ous properties,  is  believed  to  be  propagated  by  contagion  alone. 
The  former  error  has  perhaps  bat  seldom  been  committed ;  for 
the  knowledge  and  terror  of  contagion  seem  to  have  existed  from 
ih«  earliest  ages.    But  the  latter,  from  die  influence  of  that  popu- 
lar terror,  and  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of  tracing  the  progress 
(rf^an  agent,  which  is  not  cognizable  by  the  senses,  and  is  known 
kinly  to  exif^t  by  its  remote  ^ects,  has,  doubtless,  but  too  often 
been  acted  upcm,  with  an  aggravation  of  all  the  miseries  attendant 
on  so  terrible  a  calamity.    So  great,  however,  is  the  difficulty  just 
alluded  to,  that  not  only  the  mass  of  the  people,  but  the  profes- 
sional  observers,  have  often  adopted  diflerent  and  opposite  opi- 
nions, relative  to  the  nature  of  tiiese  epidemics ;  and  that,  even 
in  our  own  times,  an  extensive  epidemic  seldom  occurs,  respect- 
ing the  nature  of  which  all  the  medical  spectators  concur  in  their 
opinions.    Of  this,  not  only  the  fevers  ot  America  and  the  West 
Indies,  together  with  those  of  Spain,  but  even  the  recent  fevers, 
so  &tal  to  those  (mgaged  i|i  the  expedition  to  Walcheren,  afford 
ns  exanq)les. 

It  is  surely,  therefore,  a  most  important  object  of  inquiry,  to 
trace  the  circumstances  which  have  been  obsei  ved  to  be  common 
to  different  epidemics,  whether  as  to  the  local  peculiarities  of  si- 
tuation, temperature,  &c  or  as  to  the  phenomena  of  the  diseases 
themselves  j  whence  some  general  principle  may  be  deduced,  upon 
which  the  reasoning  of  future  observers  may  be  safely  conducted, 
lliis  is  the  ol:gect  of  Dr  Bancroft ;  who  has  f hown  himself,  not 
only  from  his  extensive  personal  observation  of  epidemic  fevers, 
in  various  parts  of  the  world,  but  from  his  industry,  acuteness, 
and  general  as  well  as  professional  erudition,  eminently  qualified 
for  the  investigation  which  he  has  undertaken.  He  might,  we 
think,  have  condensed  his  materials  within  a  narrower  coqniais 
than  eight  hundred  pages,  without  much  diminishing  the  force 
of  his  inferences ;  but,  on  the  whole,  we  are  not  disposed  to 
quarrel  with  his  prolixity ;  since  a  question  of  this  nature  cah 
only  be  finaUy  determined  by  the  mast  ample  accumulation  of 
respectable  evidence  i  and  that  which  he  has  adduced,  appears 
to  be  highly  entitled  to  that  character. 

Of  this  mass  of  evidence,  however,  which  it  appeared  to  the 
author  necessary  thus  to  detail  at  length,  we  cannot  convey  tho 
force  and  substance  within  the  compass  of  an  article  like  the  pre- 
sent :  Wc  fear,  therefore,  that  we  may  greatly  weaken  tho  effect 
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of  the  argumqit  which  be  has  adopted,  by  any  attempt  at  ab* 
ridgemeot. 

After  pointing  out  the  inaccurate  nomenclature  which  the 
nosoloffists  and  other  writers  have  appKed  to  yellow-fever,  and 

Siving  his  preference,  on  the  whole,  to  the  term  **  causuSf  *'  or  ar- 
ent  fever,  Dr  Bancroft  animadverts  on  the  want  of  precision 
with  which  the  term  Yellow-fever  has  been  used,  and  to  which 
he  attributes  m  jch  of  the  ambiguity  that  has  prevailed  respeot- 
ing  the  nature  of  the  disease,  ft  is  a  fhct,  he  states,  that  in  all 
countries  in  which  the  atmospheric  heat,  during  certain  seasons, 
rises  usually  to  the  85th  degree  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  or 
higher,  all  tipvers,  however  produced,  have  a  tendency  to  assume 
the  violent  and  dangerous  form  which  is  generally  considered 
as  the  characteristic  of  yellow-fever.  Nevertheless,  those  spo- 
radic fevers,  he  believes,  are  always  of  a  continued  type ;  whero- 
«s  the  epidemic  yellow-fever  aln>ost  always  shows  a  disposition 
toxemit,  unless  tne  speedy  death  or  recovery  of  the  patient  pre- 
cludes a  second  paroxism.  Tlie  causes  of  sporadic  tever  are 
well  known,  and  may  be  avoided  by  almost  every  individual  ^  via. 
intoxication,  and  other  excesses,  cold,  fatigue,  passions,  &c.  to- 
gether with  previous  or  subsequent  exposure  to  the  ^olar  heat. 

After  a  concise  detail  of  the  symptoms  of  the  remittent  or 
epidemic  yellow-fever,  the  author  observes,  that  when  it  termi- 
nates fatally,  it  is  generally  the  consequence  of  some  irreparable 
'injury  having  occurred  either  in  the  bruin  or  in  the  stomach, 
wnicn,  he  believes,  jointly  suifer  in  every  case  more  or  less.  Btft 
he  remarks, 

**  Those  who  die  from  an  affection  of  the  head,  generally  perish 
early  in  the  disease,  and  with  less  vomiting,  especially  of  blackish 
or  dark-coloured  matters :  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  tliose  in 
whom  this  last  symptom  greatly  predominates,  are  usually  found  to 
have  their  mental  faculties  clear,  though  often  much  weakened ;  and 
they  seldom  expire  beture  the  end  of  the  fourth,  or. the  beginning  of 
the  fifth  day."  (p.  17.) 

In  cases  of  the  former  kind,  dissection  exhibits  unequivocal 
signs  of  inflammation  in  the  brain  and  its  membranes ;  while  in 
the  latter,  indications  of  inflammation  in  the  stomach,  equally 
unequivocal,  are  found.  **  In  some  cases,  almost  the  whole  inner 
suriace  was  iiiflamed ;  very  often  portions  of  the  villous  coat 
were  abraded,  and  not  unfrequently  observed  floating  among  the 
content^  of  that  viscus. "  It  is  from  this  inflammation,  the  author 
contends,  that  the  black  voniit  (which  has  been  assumed  by  the 
Spuniai  db  as  the  appellation  of  the  fever)  arises,  and  not,  as  is 
erroneously  supposed  by  many,  from  morbid  btle.  From  nu- 
merous dissections,  made  by  Dr  Physick,  of  New  York,  it  has 
been  proved,  that,  in  these  cases,  the  liver  is  rarely  found  diseas- 
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«d,  but  the  stomach  alv^ays;  that  the  black  matter  was  never 
discovered  in  the  gallbladder,  or  the  liver ;  that  the  stomach 
has  been  seen  loaded  with  it,  while  the  bile  in  the  gall-bbidder 
was  in  its  natural  healthy  state,  and  the  liver  free  from  disease ; 
and  even  in  several  cases,  when  a  contraction  of  the  pylorus  had 
completely  obstructed  the  passage  from  the  duodenum  into  the 
stomach.  The  matter  of  black  vomit,  besides,  <iiffers  entirely 
in  all  its  properties,  in  colour,  2ivA  taste ^  from  bile*  In  many* 
cases,  the  black  substance  was  found  adhering  to  portions  of  the 
inner  surface  of  the  stomach,  which,  when  this  was  removed, 
were  found  inflamed,  when  there  was  no  inflammation  in  other 
parts*  The  yellowness  of  the  skin,  however,  is  derived  from 
bile  $  but  not  from  a  redundance  of  the  secretion,  Dr  Bancroft* 
believes,  but  probaUy  from  a  regurgitation,  or  forcing  of  the 
bile  into  the  hepatic  veins,  in  consequence  of  the  violent  con- 
vulsive action  of  the  diaphragm  and  abdominal  muscles  in  vo- 
miting* In  a  similar  way,  he  supposes,  the  jaundice  is  produ- 
ced, which  speedily  follows  the  bite  of  vipers,  and  other  poison- 
ous animals,  when  convulsive  vomiting  is  excited,  sometimes  e- 
ven  within  an  hour,  according  to  Mead.  Similar  yellownesij 
has  been  idso  the  speedy  result  of  eating  certain  poisonous  fungi 
in  Europe,  and  flshes  in  the  East  and  West  Indies. 

The  two  diseases  with  which  the  yellow-fever  has  been  con- 
founded by  some  writers,  and  between  which  and  the  latter  Dr 
Bancroft  deems  it  necessary  to  establish  the  diagnosis,  are  the 
plague  and  typhus.  From  the  plague  the  yellow-fever  difTers, 
inasmuch  as  it  occurs  exclusively  under  a  degree  of  heat,  which 
would  certainly  destroy  or  stop  the  progress  of  the  plague.  It  is 
not  accompanied  with  the  glandular  and  cutaneous  afli^ctions 
called  buboes  and  carbuncles — it  is  always  attended  by  a  violent 
febrile  paroxysm  which  is  not  absolutely  essential  to  the  plague — ^ 
and  it  very  rarely  attacks  negroes,  and  affects  them  much  less 
violently  tnan  whites  living  under  the  same  circumstances. 

**  Yellow  fever  diffin*s  from  tfphus  in  the  foUovring  circumstances; 
viz.  it  prevails  only  during  or  immediately  after  very  hot  seasons. 
In  which  typhus  is  soon  exdngui&hed  4  and  it  is,  in  its  turn,  com- 
pletely extinguished  upon  the  accession  of  cold  weather,  in  which 
typhus  is  commonly  most  prevalent  ;-*it  attacks  most  readily  and 
most  violently  the  young  and  robust,  over  whom  typhus  is  allowed 
to  have  the  least  power  ;— it  begins  with  much  greater  exertions  of 
the  living  power  than  typhus,  is  attended  with  many  different  sym- 
ptoms, and  terminates  much  sooner; — it  is,  besides,  disposed  to  re» 
init,  and  it  frequendy  changes  into  a  regular  remittent,  and  some- 
times even  into  an  intermittent  fever,  which  true  typhus  is  never  ob- 
served to  do.  There  are  some  other  important  circumstances  iu 
which  the  three  diseases  differ  from  each  other  j  but  these  are  re- 
served for  another  place.  **    (  p*  ^  1  • } 
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Contagion  is  one  of  the  principal  circumstances  here  alluded 
to,  and  will  come  under  our  notice  presently.     On  the  subjeci  of 
the  treatment  of  yellow-fever,  the  observations  of  Dr  Bancroft 
appear  to  be  exceedingly  judicious ;  and,  though  brief*  compre- 
hend perhaps  all  that  can  be  inculcated  as  to  the  general  prin- 
ciples'upon  which  the  disease  is  to  be  conducted  through  ita 
course :  for  he  properly  disclaims  the  intention  of  recommend- 
ing any  particular  mode  of  practice  that  can  be  applicable  to  the 
aeyeraf  forms  and  varieties  of  the  disease.     With  respect  to 
ilood'lettingf  he  is  of  opinion,  that  those  systematic  writers  who 
proscribe  it  altogether,  on  the  supposition  that  the  fevers  of  hot 
climates  are  usually  of  a  putrid  nature,  have .  been  led  into  this 
mistake,  in  consequence  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the  sym- 
ptoms denoting  putridity  (to  use  the  common  phrase)  often  su- 
pervene, and  which  has  led  them  to  overlook  the  violent  and 
exhausting  symptoms  which  precede  the  latter,  and  are  in  fact 
the  cause  of  them.     The  hard,  full,  and  strong  pulse — the  dis- 
tressing sense  of  universal  distension — the  red,  starting,  watery 
eye,  and  the  parched  skin,  (not  to  mention  the  unequivocal  ap- 
pearances generally  exhibited  on  dissection),  are  sufficiently  de- 
monstrative of  the  inflammatory  nature  of  the  disease  in  tljie 
commencement,  in  the  violent  cases.     If,  however,  the  opera- 
tion of  blood-letting  be  not  performed  very  early,  as  within  twen- 
ty-four, or  even  twelve  hours,  from  U)e  attack,  the  mischief  is 
probably  advanced  beyond  the  reach  of  this  remedy.     The  au- 
thor allows,  however,  that  there  aie  cases,  in  which  bleeding 
may  be  superfluous,  or  even  detrimental :  the  necessity  of  the  e- 
vacuation,  and  the  extent  to  which  it  should  be  carried,  can  on- 
ly be  determined  by  the  vigour  of  the  patient,  and  by  the  vio- 
lerce  and  previous  duration  of  the  inflammatory  symptoms.     In 
regard  to  the  external  application,  as  well  as  internal  use  of  cold 
water f  Dr  Bancroft  bears  an^ple  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of 
the  principles  laid  down  by  Dr  Currie,  and  to  the  saJutaiy  in- 
fluence of  the  remedy.     He  refers  to  a  number  of  passages  in  the 
writings  of  Hippocrates,  in  which  similar  practice  was  adopted 
and  recommended,  as  well  as  by  some  more  modern  authorities 
in  proof  of  the  existence  of  similar  practice,  and  of  its  decided 
efficacy  both  in  the  fevers  of  the  East  and  West  Indies.     Witfc 
a  view  to  obtain  the  reduction  of  the  morbid  temperature,  with- 
out fatiguing  the  patient,  he  advises  the  spreading  of  a  single 
wetted  sheet  over  him  as  he  lies  in  bed.     J^nrgativea^  of  such  a 
nature  as  not  to  offend  the  stomach  by  their  bulk  or  quality, 
and  as  to  produce  two  evacuations  daily,  are  deemed  necessary ; 
especially  calomel,  with  jalnp,  gamboge,  or  similar  medicines. 
Emetics  are  condemned  by  Dr  Bancroft,  and,  we  think,   upou 
sound  and  rational  grounds :  namely, 
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*'  First,  that  they  commonly  fail  in  their  principal  object  of  re* 
moving  nauseat  which  is  very  apt  to  continue,  and  even  in  a  greater 
degree  than  before  ;  for  this  symptom  rarely  proceeds  from  any  load 
of  undigested  food,  or  bile,  or  phlegm  in  the  stomach,  but  seems 
rather  tp  proceed  from  other  causes,  such  as  sympathy  with  the 
morbid  state  of  the  brain,  or  of  the  surface  of  the  body,  or  else  from 
an  inflammatory  affection  of  the  coatvS  of  the  stomach  itself;  and 
these  are  causes  which  emetics  have  little  power  to  remove.  Se- 
condly, the  patient  cannot  vomit  without  making  violent  efforts, 
wbich  will  exhaust  his  strengtli,  increase  the  circulation,  and  propel 
a  large  quantity  of  blood  into  the  head,  where  it  may  occasion  the 
most  serious  mischief  Thirdly,  there  is  a  peculiar  .tendency  in 
a  warm  temperahire,  to  render  the  stomach  and  intestines  relaxed,  ir- 
ritlible,  and  liable  to  inflammation ;  hence  the  great  prevalence  of 
cholera  morbus,  and  dysentery/  in  all  countries,  towards  the  end  of 
summer  and  autumn ;  and  this  natural  effect  of  heat  is,  in  no  disease, 
more  perceptible  than  in  the  yellow-fever,  in  which  a  disposition  to 
vomit  is  usually  a  very  early  symptom,  and  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult to  allay,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  fatal,  if  not  allayed ;  foe 
what  is  properly  understood  by  the  term  of  the  Black  Vomit,  rarely 
occurs,  except  as  a  sequel  to  frequent  yomitings :  nor  can  we  be 
surprised  at  the  remarkable  frequency  of  this  disposition  to  vomit, 
since  we  learn,  from  very  numerous  dissections,  that  the  stomach  is 
more  or  less  inflamed  in  most  of  those  who  have  died  of  the  yel- 
low-fever. Instead,  therefore,  of  prescribing  emetics  in  this  disor- 
der, it  soon  became  my  chief  anxiety,  while  attending  the  sick  in 
military  hospitals,  in  the  West  Indies,  to  calm  the  irritation  of  the 
stomach  by  every  possible  means  ;  and  I  had  full  employment  in  thii 
occupation,"  &c.  (p.  65.  et  seq.) 

Dr  Bancroft's  reasons  for  not  joining  in  the  general  commen- 
dation bestowed  upon  sudorificSi  in  this  fever,  appear  to  be  equal- 
ly sound. 

^\  Ut»  They  do  not  seem  to  be  at  all  necessary ;.  because  a  natural 
perspiration  will  readily  ensue,  as  soon  as  the  excess  of  heat  above 
the  standard  of  health  has  been  removed,  which  can  be  accomplished 
iKith  certainty  by  the  proper  application  of  cold  water  to  the  surface 
of  the  body,  ^dly,  The  means  by  which  a  perspiration  is  to  b^  ex- 
cited are  not  altogether  innocent. '' 

The  author  explains  this,  by  adding,  that  these  medicines  are 
apt  to  increase  the  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  the  disposi- 
tion to  vomit  $  or,  if  they  fail  to  excite  diaphoresis,  they  in* 
crease  the  heat,  and  the  determination  to  the  head,  and  tend  to 
lengthen  the  paroxysm.  Dr  Bancroft  recommends  the  early 
use  of.bark  and  cordials,  u  e,  as  soon  as  the  febrile  commotion  of 
the  6rst  paroxysm  is  subsiding.  It  should,  however,  be  a  rule, 
he  adds,  not  to  give  bark  in  this  disorderi  till  the  periud  above 
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mendoned  $  *^  for  if  it  be  given  when  there  is  a  parched  skin,  a 
luund  pulse,  a  dry  tonf^ic,  great  heat  and  pain  at'  the  stomach,  or 
deliriani,  it  will  generally  be  foand  to  increase  and  prolong  these 
symptoms, ''  (p.  76) ;  an  observation,  we  bdieve,  of  univerBal 
application  in  febrile  diseases. 

On  the  subject  of  mercmy^  as  a  remedy  in  yellow-fever,  our 
SHthor's  observations  appear  to  be  eoually  consistent  with  ra« 
tional  views  of  its  operation,  and  with  toe  most  correct  observa- 
tions of  experienced  practitionars.  Administered  so  as  to  pro- 
duce salivation^  its  good  effects  have  appeared  to  Dr  Bancroft, 
durinf^  many  opportunities  of  witnessing  its  operation,  extremer 
ly  eamvocaL  Dr  Rush  has  candidly  stated,  tnat  in  the  hospital 
lit  Philadelphia,  '<  where  bleeding  was  sparingly  used,  and  where 
the  physicians  depended  chiefly  upon  salivation,  mare  than  on^ 
half  died  of  all  the  patients  who  were  admitted*  *'  (Med.  ln<^ 
imd  Obs.  V.  128.)  Our  author  believes,  that  the  ^ood  effects 
of  the  mercurial  treatment  have  been  greatly  exaggerated ; — 
^  that  many  persons  have  died  of  the  fever  in  question,  i^oug^ 
mercury,  administered  externally  or  internally,  had  produced  a 
copious  salivary  discharge;-— and  that,  in  very  many  others  wh<» 
iMive  recovered,  this  discharge  did  not  begin  until  after  a  s(rfii«- 
tion,  or  a  great  mitigation  of  the  disease  had  evi^ntly  taken 
place,  which  solution  or  mitigation,  therefore,  could  not  have 
Deen  the  ^ct  of  the  salivation.  ^  p.  84.  As  large  quantities  of 
mercury  were  often  given  to  patients,  (who  subsequently  died)^ 
without  producing  any  obvious  effect,  either  on  the  bowels  ox 
on  the  olivary  glands,  Dr  Bancroft  thinks  it  fair  to  infer, 
that  the  system  had,  in  these  cases,  already  sunk  into  a  great 
general  torpor,  or  deficient  excitability ;  and  that,  on  tlie  con- 
trary, where  patients  recovered,  when  salivation  took  place,  both 
the  salivation  and  the  recovery  must  be  'ascribed  to  the  unim- 
paired state  of  the  vital  powers,  or  excitabilitv,  which  remained; 
and  that  the  one  was  not  the  cause  of  the  otner.  Dr  Bancroft, 
however,  deems  the  use  of  mercury,  as  a  purgative^  *'  highly  be^ 
neficial ;  "  and  into  this  quality  we  have  generally  been  oisposed 
to  believe  that  its  reported  efficacy  in  ail  fevers  is  to  be  resolved. 

We  have  thus  detailed  the  substance  of  the  "  First  Part "  of 
this  work.  The  remaining  four  Parts,  occupying,  together  with  a 
doseHDrinted  Appendix,  upwards  of  seven  hundred  pages,  con- 
tain tne  argum^its  and  ample  evidence  in  favour  of  &e  non-con- 
iagiom  nature  of  the  yellow-fever,  the  establishment  of  which 
•8  the  main  olbgect  of  this  elaborate  publication  ;  together  with 
some  observations  on  typhus,  and  on  the  plague.  It  will  be 
impossible  to  communicate  more  than  the  general  conclusions^ 
to  which  the  author  has  arrived^  upoQ  -the  various  questions 
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which  occupy  his  attention  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry,  with* 
out  attempting  to  compress  into  our  limits  the  snbstance  of  the 
evidence  on  which  they  are  grounded,  and,  therefore,  we  are 
consctouB  that  we  cannot  do  justice  to  the  author.  But  we  may 
state,  in  genera},  that  we  have  seen  few  medical  questions  di»- 
GUssed  with  a  more  enlarged  view  of  facts,  or  a  more  lucid  ars- 
rangementof  the  materials  collected  Arom  numerous  sources ; 
and  that  the  author  has,  in  our  opaniovi,  gone  &rther  to  sub^ 
atantiate,  with  few  exceptions^  the  inferences  which  be  has  form^ 
ed,  than  any  preceding  writer  on  the  subject. 

Before  he  inquires  into  the  nature  of  the  cause  of  yellow-fe^ 
ver,  Dr  Bancroft  enters,  at  considerable  length,  into  thediscoa- 
eion  of  two  questions  which  be  deems  it  necessary  to  determine 
|>reviously :  namely,  1.  *^  Whether  all  fevers  are  naturally  con* 
tagioiis  ?  '^  as  Drs  Cl^horn,  R.  Hamilton,  Clarke,  Fordyce,  eiid 
flome  others  have  maintained  $  and,  2.  **  Whether  a  frver^ 
fitrictty  contagious,  can  be  generated^  by  an  accumulation  of  filthy 
or  of  putrefying  or  putrid  matters,  or  by  the  crowding  of  heal* 
iby  persons  into  confined  or  unventilated  places  i  *'  In  repMng 
in  the  negative  to  the  first  question,  Dr  Bancroft  quotes  nom 
the  writings  of  Lind,  Badenoch,  Trotter,  Clarke,  &c. -several 
histories  of  the  occurrence  of  severe  and  most  fatal  fevers  on 
Clipboard,  all  of  which  were  confined  to  the  individuals  '0)ho  hmd 
dept  on  shorCf  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  Asia,  or  the  islands  ad^ 
joining  them,  and  were  of  the  remitting  type,  and  never  seized 
any  one  person  in  the  ships  who  had  not  been  on  shore  exposed 
to  miasmata. 

The  second  question  involves  the  consideration  of  an  exten- 
sive detail  of  facts,  which,  after  some  inconclusive  reasoning  on 
the  necessary  identity  of  the  origin  of  contagion  in  all  cases,  and 
the  necessary  variety  of  contagious  fevers,  if  they  originated 
from  various  collections  of  putridity,  the  author  admits  to  be 
the  only  ground  for  determining  the  matter.  His  first  detaib 
go  to  disprove  the  supposition,  that  putrid  animal  substances,  ^ 
however  offensive  to  the  organs  of  sense,  or  however  copiously 
and  widely  difiiised,  are  capable  of  generating  fever  or  conta* 
gion  ;  although  it  is  admitted  that,  in  privies  and  oth^  confined 
places,  they  sometimes  give  out  vapours  so  condensed  and  noxi- 
ous as  to  produce  asphyxia,  and  occasionally  death,  in  those  who 
inspire  them.  The  exhumations  at  Dunkirk  in  1 788,  and  those 
in  the  cbnrch*yard  of  the  Saints  Innocents  at  Paris,  in  i786» 
were,  indeed,  upon  so  large  a  scale  as  to  decide  this  question. 
In  the  latter  case  nearly  20,000  bodies  were  taken  up,  in  every 
stage  of  putrefaction ;  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  work  was 
carried  on  diu-ing  the  greatest  heats  of  summer ;  yet  no  febrile 
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dtiorder  was  occasioned  by  this  inuneDse  mass  of  coiruptioii. 
<JoarD.  de  Physique,  for  1791.  Ann.  de  Cdimie,  Tom.  VL} 
•Besides  some  oUier  facts  mentioned  in  the  text,  the  author  has 
inserted  in  his  II.  Appendix  several  additional  documents. ih 
proof  of  the  healthiness  of  persons  living  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  offensive  exhalations  from  putre^'ing  matter  with  perfect 
impunitv.  But  upon  this  point,  it  is  altogether  unnecessary  for 
m  to  dilate,  as  the  harmlessness  of  such  exhalations  has  been 
abundantly  demonstrated  by  Dr  Chisholm,  in  his  able  essay  oa 
that  subject,  inserted  in  this  Journal  *• 

With  respect  to  the  second  Inranch  of  this  question,  the  falls*' 
cy  of  the  general  opinion  may  perhaps  not  be  so  easily  demon* 
atrable.  It  is  now,  we  believe,  commonly  admitted,  that,  to  use 
the  words  of  Dr  CuUen,  *^  The  effluvia  c<Histantly  arising  from 
the  human  body,  if  long  retained  in  the  same  place,  without  be* 
ing  diffused  in  the  atmosphere,  acquire  a  singular  virulenoe,  and 
in  that  state,  being  apphed  to  the  bodies  of  men,  they  become 
the  cause  of  a  fever  which  is  highly  contagious. ''  (First  Lines, 
^  Ixxxi.)  In  this  way,  it  is  supposed  that  typhus  is  usually  gene* 
Mked  in  the  habitations  of  the  poor,  in  jails,  hospitals,,  and  other 
dose  situations :  and  the  supposition  seems  to  be  countenanced 
by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  this  fever  where  no  communica* 
tion  of  contagion  can  possibly  be  traced,— -by  its  almost  exclu- 
sive prevalence  in  sucn  situations,— «and  by  the-  facility  wiA 
which  its  progress  is  arrested  by  those  means  which  obviate  the 
accumulation  of  human  effluvia;  namely,  by  cleanliness  and 
ventilation.  We  admit,  however,  that  these  are  by  no  means 
incontrovertible  proofs  of  the  fact,  but  are  capable  of  explanation 
upon  other  principles;  and  we  acknowledge  the  difficulty,  stated 
by  Dr  Bancroft,  of  conceiving  how  these  contagious  proper-* 
ties  are  acquired  by  the  accumulation  of  the  effluvia :  we  must, 
however,  allow,  that  Dr  Bancroft  has  collected,  with  singular 
industry  and  felicity,  a  considerable  number  of  instances,  where 
the  supposed  cause  existed  in  full  force,  without  giving  rise  to 
its  imputed  effects.  As  far  as  negative  arguments  avail,  these 
atatemente  are  weighty. 

Dr  Bancroft  quotes  the  accounts,  given  by  various  navigators 
and  travellers,  of  the  close,  almost  subterraneous,  hovels,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  arctic  regions  ^^  stew  "  themselves 
for  half  the  year,  without  any  ventilation^  together  with  their 
semi-putrid  provisions,  their  excrements,  and  every  species  of 
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filth,  scarcely  supportable  to  those  who  have  visited  them.  Yet 
it  is  asserted  by  Lessep,  Pennant,  Gathri^,  De  Mertensg  and 
many  other  respectable  writers,  that  fever  of  any  \mA  is  rai^ 
among  these  people,  and  that  their  health  does  not  materially 
sofier,  nnder  these  circumstances,  except  from  the  scurvy.  In 
warmer  climates,  affain,  the  testimofiy  of  the  respectable  Dr  Lind, 
of  Dr  Trotter,  Dr  Gardner,  Lord  Anson's  chaplain  (Mr  Walter), 
and  others,  is  adduced,  to  show  that,  in  the  African  slave-ships, 
in  which  the  negroes  were  conveyed  across  the  Atlantic,  in  aa 
atmosphere  more  close,  and  ^*  more  of!ensively  impregnated  with 
human  exhalations,  excretions,  and  excrement,  tnan  could  pro- 
bably be  found  in  any  other  place  of  confinement;''  yet  infecti- 
ous fevers  were  <*  scarce  known  "  (Lind)  in  these  sh?p6  ;•— **  coa<- 
tagious  fevers  are  not  their  diseases.  **  (Trotter). 

Dr  Lind  states,  that  in  the  Panther,  of  64  gunsi  there  were 
generally  90  patients  sick,  and  crowded  into  the  most  unwhole- 
some part  of  the  ship,  without  the  possibility  of  ventilation,  so 
as  to  render  it  most  offensive  and  suffocating,  and  to  disable 
the  surgeon  from  remaining  long  in  the  pmce.  The  scurvy 
was  much  aggravated  by  this  condition ;  "  yet  out  of  above 
one  hundred  patients,  sent  to  the  hospital  by  this  surgeon,  not 
one  was  remarked  to  have  anv  symptom  of  contagion  generat- 
ed in  that  apartment. "  Similar  facts,  equally  strong  in  corro« 
boration  of  this  negative  conclusion,  occurred  in  the  vessel 
which  conveyed  the  French  exiles  to  Cayenne,  in  September 
1797;  in  Lord  Anson's  ship,  the  Centurion,  after  the  capture  of 
the  Spanish  galleon,  in  1742,  &€•  In  an  appendix  (III.),  the 
andior  proves  most  satisfactorily,  that  the  dise^e,  which  affected 
Mr  HoIweH  and  the  survivors  of  the  imprisonment  in  the  black- 
hole  at  Calcutta,  was  not  contagious  fever;  and  in  the  following 
appendix  (No.  IV.)  he  develops,  with  great  ingenuity  and  saga« 
city,  the  nature  of  the  diseases  which  occurred  at  what  have 
been  called  the  Black  Assizes  at  Oxford,  in  1577,  and  at  the 
Old  Baiky  in  1750,  especially  the  latter;  for  the  former,  indeed, 
is  involved  in  great  obscurity.  It  is  clear,  that  the  disorder, 
which  occurred  at  Oxford,  was  not  contagious ;  and  it  proved 
fatal  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  typhus  is  wont  to  kiii,  vi2. 
within  40  hours.  The  writers  of  the  time  doubt,  whether  it 
arose  '^  from  the  noisome  smell  of  the  prisoners,  or  from  the 
damp  groiind "  ^      ' 

With  respect  to  the  fever  which  originated  in  the  Old  Bailey^ 
at  the  spring  sessions,  1750,  Dr  Bancroft  enters  into  an  elaborate 
investigation,  which  we  regret  that  we  have  not  room  to  ftiUow. 
It  is  admitted  by  published  accounts,  that  there  was  no  particular 
either  in  Newgate  ^tself,  pr  in  the  prisoners  brought  to 
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the  bur*  Hr  Bancroft  has  given  us  a  plan  of  the  court,  in  conse- 
<qQence  of  the  circunastance,  that  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  those  on 
hiA  leftf  and  on  the  kft  side  of  the  ooort*  were  alone  seized  with 
the  lever,  Od  account  of  the  crowded  and  heated  state  of  th^ 
court  on  that  day,  a  large  window  in  front,  and  on  the  J^t  hand 
of  the  hall,  was  opened,  into  which  a  strong  and  cold  easterly 
wind  entered.     A  greater  number  of  prisoners  had  been  tried  inis 

Seceding  day,  but  the  court  being  thin,  no  window  was  opened, 
ow  it  is  obv4ous»  that  in  the  direction  of  this  stream  of  cold  air, 
all  the  sickness  was  produced,  and,  iberefore,  thai  it  <^  contained 
■juod  conveyed  the  morbid  influence^  whatever  it  was,  that  oo* 
.casioned  the  fever. "  Unfortunately,  respecting  tlie  kind  of  fev^ 
that  was  produced,  no  accurate  account  is  extant.  It  was  said 
'to  have  b^'U  inflammatory  in  the  beginning,  but  not  to  bear  large 
evacuations;  and  Sir  J.  Prii^e  observes,  that  some  escaped  with- 
<out  a  fever  *^  by  a  looseness  coroiqg  on,  which  was  easily  cured* '' 
Koue  of  the  persons  aficcted  communicated  the  disease  to  others- 
From  these,  agd  other  circumstances,  Dr  Bancroft  is  disposed  to 
4K>ncIude,  that  the  operation  of  a  partial  stream  of  cold  air,  operatr 
sng  on  persons  debilitated  by  excessive  heat,  long  fastina  an4 
mental  fatigue,  is  sufficient  to  account  for  the  disease  and  mox;* 
tality  which  ensued. 

In  order  to  prove  still  farther  that  contagious  fever  is  not^i^ 
nerated  by  crowding,  fikh,  and  deficient  ventilation,  Dr  Bancroft 
adduces  an  additional  store  of  negative  evidence,  upon  no  less 
authority  tlian  that  of  the  able  and  philanthrxipic  Mr  Howard, 
and  from  other  respectable  sources.  Mr  Howard,  found  no  ty- 
phus in  Switzerland,  where  Tissot  never  saw  it;  or  in  the 
«  dose  "  and  '^  loathsome  "  ceUs  in  the. prisons  of  Venice,  or  in 
those  of  Naples,  &c.  *'  From  the  heat  of  the  climate, "  he  says, 
**  one  might  imagine  the  jaU-fever  would  be  very  likely  to  pr^ 
.¥Bil;  but  /  did  not  find  it  in  anyoj  tiie  pris(ms.  "  Dr  MQunsey^ 
who  lived  long  in  Russia,  was  surprised  to  find  that  no  such  disease 
as  Sir  J.  Pringle  described,  was  to  be  found  in  the  crowded  pri- 
>sons  of  that  country* ,  even  at  Moscow  and  Peteirsburgh.  Sauvages 
refers  entirely  to  Huxham  and  Pr ingle  for  all  that  he  relates  ^ 
the  typhis  carcnum.  Mr  Howard  concluded  his  inquiries  upc^ 
.this  topic  in  these  words.  ^'  If  it  were  asked  what  is  the  cause 
of  the  jail-  fever  ?  it  would  in  general  be  readily  replied,  the  waqt 
of  fresh  air  and  cleanliness ;  but "  he  adds,  **  as  I  have  found,  in 
some  prisons  abroad,  cells  and  dungeons  s^  offensive  and  dirit^as 
any  I  have  observed  in  this  country,  where,  however,  this  di^ 
temper  was  unknamm^  I  am  obliged  to  look  out  for  some  addition-- 
al  cause  for  its  production.  "  This  additional  cause,  Dr  Bancroft 
affirms,  ^*  can  be  no  other  than  the  contagion  thereof,  which. 
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howevor  pre^aloit  in  this  kinfldom,  has  no  extslmee  m  moM 
ethar  oMUitries ;  and  where  it  does  not  exist,  Aere  n  good  rea- 
son to  oondode  that  the  true  jail  or  typhus  (ewer  never  oooura^ 
though  other  fevers  have  hem  frequently  mistaken  for  it. "— • 
p.  150. 

Tie  third  Part  of  this  work  trei^  of  **  the  causes  of  the  yel- 
k>w-fiever« "  Aftar  enumerating  several  facts,  in  proof  of  thm 
osistence  of  marsh  miasmata,  and  of  their  power  of  producing 
remitting  and  ialermitting  fevers,  the  great  causes  of  raortality, 
especially  in  hot  dimates,  the  av^or  proceeds  to  examine  into 
the  origin,  nature,  and  constituent  principles  of  these  mias- 
mata. He  adduces  ample  and  demonstrative  evidence,  that 
mere  aqueous  vapour  is  incapable  of  producing  fever,  contrary 
to  the  hypothetical  assertions  of  Dr  Fordyce,  respecting  the  un^ 
wholesome  climate  c»f  Batavia.  The  principal  proois  are,  that^ 
while  at  sea  for  oftonths,  sailors  are^neraUy  extremdy  healthy  ^ 
that  no  set  of  nmi  are  more  uniformly  strong  and  h^thy  thaa 
the  Newfoundland  fishermen,  who  are  usualty  enveloped  in  the 
dampest  fogR  ibr  several  months  together ;  that  while  persons 
hving  on  shore,  on  «mwholes(»ne  islands,  8cc  as  at  Walcheren^ 
are  sn^edtly  attacked  with  fevers,  those  who  remain  on  ship-board 
at  a  little  distance  from  the  land,  entirely  escape  them';  and  tha€ 
the  occurrence  of  these  fevers  has  frequently  been  prevented  by 
laying  ^ampy  ground  under  water,  llder  which  drcumstanc^ 
the  moisture  of  the  atmosphere  must  be  highly  augmented. 

What  then  is  the  noxious  matter  of  these  miasmata  T  The  mi- 
neral part  of  the  soil  is  not  vaporizable  in  any  natural  heat ;  and 
animaJ  substances  do  not  appear  capable  of  producing  fever.  Dr 
Bancroft  concludes,  therefore,  that  the  morbific  exhalations  in 
question  arise  wholly  from  '*  the  mutual  decomposition  of  vege- 
table^ matters  and  water  ; ''  and  that  those  swampy  grounds  are 
most  likely  to  emit  them,  which  contain  the  largest  proportion 
of  such  matters,  and  in  which  the  decomposition  is  most  rapid. 
and  complete.  The  exhalations  from  macerating  hemp  and  flax 
are  Well  known  in  Italy  to  produce  fevers ;  and  those  arising- 
from  heaps  of  decaying  indigo,  in  the  East  and  West  Indies^ 
have  produced  the  same  effects. 

According  to  the  greater  or  less  prevalence  of  the  circum- 
stances, then,  favouring  the  decomposition  just  mentioned,  such 
as  moisture,  air,  and  certain  degrees  of  heat,  will  be  tlic  preva- 
lence or  absence  of  these  fevers.  Hence  excessive  droughts  are 
unfavourable  to  the  production  of  these  fevers,  which  become. 
very  prevalent  whenever  the  droughts  are  suddenly  terminated 
by  frequent  rains  i  and,  on  the  other  hand,  excessively  wet  sea- 
sons, which  inundate  swampy  soils,  also  prevent  the  production 
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of  fevers,  by  escludinf?  the  air  from  the  matters  to  be  decomfiosed. 
Hence  we  may  account  for  the  seemingly  ofipOsite  originof  thesaiiKr 
cflects  in  difierent  countries ;  a  wet  season  in  summer  producing 
an  epidemic  in  dry  countries,  and  a  dry  seasonj  exciting  a  simi- 
lar epidemic  in  swampy  countries ;  several  examples  of  which 
are  adduced.  Bnt  in  addition  to  moisture  and  air,  heat  is  the 
l^reat  agent  in  vegetable  decomposition :  hence  it  is  aiwaj'^s 
found,  that  the  miasmata  of  marshes  are  most  powerfttl  wh^n 
the  seasons  are  the  hottest,  and  that  the  violence  of  the  fevers 
always  correspond  with  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere  at  the  time 
of,  or  a  short  while  previous  to,  their  oceurremoe. 

**  Where  the  surface  of  the  earth  remains  frozen  for  a  considera- 
ble space,  as  during  the  long  winters  of  northern  countries^  these  ex« 
halations  have  no  existence ;  and  marsh  fevers  never  occar,  unleis 
it  be  from  miasmata  generated  and  imbibed  during  the  preceding 
summer  and  autumn.  They  begin,  however,  to  make  their  appear- 
ance 8oon  after  the  return  of  spring,  but  only  at  first  in  th^r  mild- 
est and  most  innocent  form  ;  that  is,  as  reguUr  htUrmUtenU^  gene- 
rally of  the  tertian  type ;  and  they  preserve  diis  type  while  the  tern- 
perature  continues  to  be  moderate.  Afterwards^  when  the  weather 
becomes  warmer,  these  fevers  become  less  regular  and  more  severe ; 
and,  in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  su^amer  or  autumn,  they  frequently 
assume  the  more  aggravated  types  of  double  tertianSf  or  of  remittetUf. 
In  this  country,  however,  where  the  summer  is  but  moderately  hot^ 
the  last  mentioned  types  of  marsh  fever  are  not  usually  of  a  dan- 
gerous character :  but  in  Holland,  the  Netherlands,  Germany,  dx« 
where  the  heats  of  summer  are  generally  greater  tlian  in  this  cli- 
mate, marsh  fevers  are  often  attended  with  considerable  mortality, 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  able  account  which  Sir  John  Pringle  has  given 
of  them  in  his  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Army ;  and  as  was  recently 
experienced  in  the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Zealand.  In  the  still 
hotter  summers  or  autumns  of  Spain,  It&ly,  and  more  southern  re* 
gions,  these  remittents  are  yet  more  violent ;  and,  as  will  hereafter 
be  shown,  they  very  frei)ueBtly  appear  in  the  form  which  is  known 
at  present  by  the  name  of  yeUcfm-Jever^  the  most  fatal  examples  of 
which  may  commonly  be  found  in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  globe, 
when  other  circumstances  are  favourable  to  the  production  of  mar^ 
miasmata,"  &c.  p. 206. 

A  similar  statement  was  long  ago  made  by  Lancisi ;  and  the 
observation,  which  Ceisus  repeated  from  Hippocrates,  proves 
that  such  has  been  the  progress  of  fevers  in  the  hot  seasons,  in 
the  countries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean,  from  the  earfiest 
times.  **  Periculosior  aestas  ;  autumnus  vero  longe*  periculosis* 
^mus. " 

Dr  Bancroft  states  many  decisive  fiu^ts  (pp.  219-228.),  in 
proof  of  the  &mall  distance  to  which  the  miasmata  can  be  con- 
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iiey^  hg  tbe  atmoq^er^,  sufficiei^tly  a>nden8ed.  to  be  noxious^ 
In  the  late  Waldierea  exjp!editioii»  the  crews  of  ships  lying  with-* 
W  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  sbpre,  entirely  escaped  aU  fever; 
When  a  fleet*  in  which  Dr  Blane  was  physician,  watered  at 
Bockforty  in  Jamaicat  *^  they  found  that  if  diey  anchored  close  to 
^e  shores  so  as  to  smell  the  land  air,  Uie  health  of  die  men  waa 
a&ctedy  but  upon  remoying  ivoo  cables*  lengUi^  no  inconvenience 
was  perceived* "  The  marsh  fevers  at  Rome  are  confined  t^ 
fmaU  parts  of  the  city  nearest  to  the  marshes,  ^en  afiectipg  the 
inhabitants  of  one  siae  of  a  street,  while  those  on  the  other  sidj^ 
remain  healthy.  The  perpendicular  height  to  which  miasmata 
rise  is  obviously  very  small  i  Tor  it  has  been  observed  by  Pringl^ 
Hunter,  &c«  tiiitt  the  lower  floor  of  a  barrack  has  been  exceed- 
ingly sickly,  while  the  upper  ones  w(5re  comparatively  free  from 
disease.  The  greater  virulence  of  the  miasmata  in  the  night  has 
been  uniformly  oj^aerved,  partly  perhaps  from  their  greater  coi\* 
densation  and  accumulation,  a^  partly  from  tlie  greater  suscepH 
tibility  of  the  body  during  sleeps  In  all  marshy  situations,  th^ 
peracms  who  slq^  on  shore,  have  been  invai'iably  the  first,  or  the 
only  ones,  seized  with  fevers. 

Respecting  the  period  between  the  exposure  to  the  influence. 
of  ndasmata,  and  the  appearance  of  the  fever,  Dr  Bancroft  ad- 
duces many  interesting  rndts;  from  which  he  infers — 

**  that,  by  difierences  either  in  the  quantitjr  or  quality  of  the  noxious 
exhalations  of  marshes,  their  operation,  a$  a  caufe  of  fever,  13  liable  to 
great  varieties,  ia  legard  to  its  celerity,  or  the  length  of  time  in  which 
difeafe  adually  appears ;  which  is  fometimes  within  twenty Jaur  hpurs^ 
and  fbmetiaiea  not  till  dxt  eigfdt  or  even  nine  months  have  eUpfed,  and 
then  only  when  affifted  by  fome  accidental  or  exciting  caufe^  The  longed 
periods,  **  he  adds,  *'  as  £ir  as  I  can  difcover,  have  occurred  eitclaiiveiy 
m  cold,  or  temperate  climates ;  the  shortest  only  in  the  ho^er  ;  and  in 
general  there  ieems  to  be  forae  foundation  for,believing,  that,  ceBterls  pa" 
ribtts^  the  difeafe  will  be  moft  violent  in  thofe  cafes  where  it  appeared 
fooceft  after  the  morbid  caafe  has  been  applied  to  the  body,  ^'  &c;  p.  243. 

On  the  shores  of  Batavia,  it  is  not  uncommon  fot  seamen  to 
be  seized  with  remittent  fever  the  next  mornings  after  having  slept 
on  land)  whereas  great  numbers  of  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
escaped  fev^r  while  at  Walcheren,  were  attacked  with  intermit- 
tents,  some  of  them  as  late  as  5/>«  and  even  nine^monthH^  after 
being  brought  back  to  this  country^  This  s^m^to  explain  a 
difliculty,  Dr  Bancroft  observes,  respecting  the  mildness  of  ver- 
nal intermittents  in  fenny  countries :  **  they  may  now  be  consi- 
dered as  resulting  from  mia«(mat&,  Veccived  Into  th^  body  during 
tlie  preceding  summer  or  aufwnn^  and  (af\cr  having  remained  in  m 
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quiescent  state  during  the  winter)  rendered  active  by  som^  exf- 
citing,  or  proximate,  cause  of  fever  in  ibe  spring.  "—The  body 
18  rendered  more  ausceptiWe  of  infection  by  miasmata,  when  exi- 
Imusted  by  fatigue  and  long  fasting :  "  the  poifeon  then  gdns  ad- 
mission more  readily  into  the  body,''  Dr  J.  Hunter  observes, 
and  produces  immediately xhe  worst  kind  of  fever.  It  is  in  thii 
"Way  (he  adds)  that  soldiers  suffer  so  much  on  actual  service  in 
the  West  Indies:  the  few  cases  of  fever  which  proved  ^a/a/ m 
^cnty-four  h(mrSy  that  occurred  to  me,  were  all  contracted  in  a 
similar  manner.  "     (On  diseases  of  the  army  in  Jamaica.): 

The  most  peculiar  susecpfibilitycff  the  poison,  however,  in  re- 
spect to  yellow  fever  and  marsh  remittents,  is  found  in  persons- 
who  h^ve  jusf  arrived  in  places  where  they  occur,  from  cold  or 
^mperate  cfiraates;  whilst  the  old  inhabitants,  who  are  said  to 
be  seasoned^  are  as  remarkably  exempt  from  its  action.  0r  Ban- 
croft investigates  at  considerable  length  the  question,  in  what 
does  this  seasoning  consist?^  It  is  not  from  having  previously 
undergone  the  fever  ;  because  the  same  fndrvidual  may  have  it 
Several  times,  and  because  many  persons  become  exempt,  with- 
out having  ever  suffered  an  attack  of  it.r  It  is  not  from  residing 
long  fn  any  place  in  whfch  the  yellow-fever  is  apt  to  occur ;  as 
the  muftltirdes  who  were  swept  off  at  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Malaga,.  Cadiz,  &c.  abundantly  demonstrate.  And  it  is  not 
from  habitually  residing  near  marshes;  because  numbers  of  per- 
sons, who  live  at  a  distance  from  marshes,  in  hot  countries,  arc^ 
proof  against  the  yellow-fever,  although  they  sometimes  sufTek* 
slight  remittents,  or  intermittent^,  on  being  exposed  to  minsma:* 
ta  (p.  245.)  Dr  Bancroft  is  of  opinion,  Uiat  these,  and  all  the 
other  peculiarities  connected  with  k,  are  explicable  upon  a  sim- 
^  principle  ;  to  wit,  the  accominodalk)n  of  the  heat-making  pro^ 
cess  in  the  human  body  to  the  cEmate  or  season,  in  persons  ha- 
bituated to  uninterrupted  high  temperature  ^  and  viee  versa.  ^*  tt 
is  c;hieSy,  if  not  entirely,  to  the  various  degrees  of  that  derange^ 
m^nt,  which  heat  occasions  in  persons  net  accustomed  to  warm 
climates^ "  that  Dr  Bancroft  **  attributes  all  those  varietifes  of  lia- 
li)ilUy  to  the  epidiemic  yellow-fever,  which  are  observable  in  dif- 
ferent individuals,  from  th.e  extreme  susceptibility  of  northeni 
strangers,  to  the  ^most  complete  immuility  of  Creotes^  and  more 
eBpeeiaUy  o&' African  negroes. ''  After  stating  the  great  unifor- 
mity of  temperature  that  JDrevails  in  the  West  Indres,  (th^  ther- 
mometer seldom  falling  below  70®  in  the  winter^  or  rising  above 
6S^  in  summer),  Dr  Bancroft  makes  tl^e  following  general  obser- 
vations. 

*<  The  excitement  in  the  f^fteni,   which  enfues  inunediately   upoir 
»*  pedbn's  coming  into  ib  waria  a  climate  from  a  temperate  negK^a^ 
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renders  ^m,'  as  I  have  already  said,  emibenUy  liable  to  the  yellows 
fever,  when  exposed  to  the  influence  of  marsh  effluvia :  by  degrees, 
however,  the  excitability  producing  this  commotion  abates,  and  at 
the  end,  sometimes  of  twelve  months,  but  oftener  of  a  year  and 
half,  or  two  years,  he  acquires  the  power  of  supporting  this  high 
temperature,  and  then  becomes  almost  as  insusceptible  of  the  dis« 
ease,  as  the  natives  or  old  inhabitants ;  and  afterwards  reUins  this 
happy  immunity  so  long  as  he  continues  in  that  climate,  the  great 
uniformity  of  which  does  not,  indeed,  afford  him  any  means  of  los* 
ing  it.  He  may,  likewise,  go  from  the  West  Indies  to  thoise  parts 
of  North  America,  or  of  Spain,  where  the  yellow- fever  is  raging" 
with  the  utmost  fury,  with  almost  a  certainty  of  escaping  the  dis-. 
ease :  and  et'en  if  he  should  not  preserve  his  health  perfectly  in 
those  situations,  he  will,  at  the  worst,  be  only  seized  with  a  mild  re- 
mittent or  intermittent  fever,  though  living  In  the  midst  of  thosQ 
who  are  dying  with  the  yel!ow*fever  in  its  aggravated  forms.'' 
(p.  255.) 

.  Dr  BaiJcroft  eorroborates  this  statement  by  numerous  facts. 
Wben  the  ne£fro  slaves  rose  upon  their  French  masters  in  the! 
West  Indies,  m  1793,  about  three  thousand  of  the  whites  fled  to 
North  America.  Many  of  these  were  living  at  Philadeljphia,  in 
the  smmmer  of  that  year,  when  ahove  four  thousand  of  tne  inha-^ 
bitants  died  of  the  yellow-fever  ;  yet  thede  refugee^  universally 
escaped  it.  In  the  United  States,  the  climate  varied  mnch  inore' 
than  within  the  tropics :  the  siimmer  in  NeW  England,  for  in-** 
stance,  although  the  heat  rise  as  high  as  in  Charlestown,  is  shortil 
and  the  winter  id  much  more  severe^  with  considerable  frost  for 

many  weeks.    ^ 

,        ,         ...» 

'*  Oh  recurring  to  facts,  it  iippeiirs  froih  them,  that  when  the  yel« 
low-fever  had  raged  oter  this  pairt  of  the  world,  (which  seems  never 
to  have  happened  excepr  when  summers  have  been  exceedingly  hot); 
the  degrees  in  which  the  citizens  of  the  different  towns  of  America^ 
#ere  liable  to  the  disorder,  correspond  exactly  with  the  power  or 
Supporting  heat  conferred  upon  them  habitually  by  their  respective^ 
climates.  Accordingly,  the  citizens  of  Savannah  and  Charlestown 
are  almost  equally  exempt  from  the  yellonir.fever  with  Creoles. '' 

In  Norfolk)  in  Yirginid,  nearly  midway  between  Charlestown. 
and  Philadelphia^  this  epidemic,  (according  to  the  accounts  of 
the  resident  physicians),  **  in  all  cases,  begins  with  strangers  and 
new- settlers,  affecting  every  one  according  to  his  time  of  resi« 
dence,  and  leaving  the  old  inhabitants  not  wholly  .exempt,  yet 
proof  agaiiist  its  destroying  power. "  In  Baltimore,  Philadelphia^ 
New  York,  and  other  northern  towns,  the  old  inhabitants  have 
suffered  severely;  and  the  majority  of  those  who  died,  were  fixed 
residents^    Again,  the  official  accoimt  of  the  yellow-fever  at  Ca*' 

y2 
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Sitt  in  IflOO,  aMertt,  that  **  i^ennm  hidj  flvrivad  in  Aat  dly' 
from  the  Wesf  Indliefl,  cti<)  not  svflfer  an  attack  nf  the  epMeraie/* 
trliile  those  |)ersons  wfid  had  come  ^  frote  Chmfda  and  f>th«r 
northern  countries,  "^  were  veir  Kable  to  the  dmea^.  In  fertber 
corroboratfoo  of  the  general  fact,  rt  is  ot^erved,  that,  r^  thetn- 
babitants  of  warm  climates  remove,  fcr  a  few  years,  into  coltf 
countries,  and  afterwards  return^  they  are  tiien  found  liabh;  to 
the  fevcn 

From  these  data,  then,  of  which  we  have  given  a  very  im.per- 
fect  sketch,  Dr  Bancroft  seems  entitled  to  conclude,  *'  that  the 
joint  influence  of  aiarsh  miasmata,  and  of  an  atmosphere  unu- 
sually and  sufficiantly  heated,  upon  persons  habituated  to  a  cold 
or  temperate  climate,  is,  of  itself,  fully  capable  of  causing  an  epi-* 
demic  yeHow-iever,  exactly  resefloUing  that  which  has  commit-^ 
ted  such  ravages  in  the  >\  est  Indks,  the  Ui^iled  States  of  Ame^ 
r|ca,  and  the  south  of  Europe, "  &c.  (p.  276.) 

Having  occupied  so  much  of  our  space  in  following  our  au- 
thor through  his  detail  of  arguments,  and  having  thus  brought 
his  general  principles  before  the  view  of  our  readers,  we  are 
compelled  to  desist  from  tracing,  with  him,  the  histoiy  of  afanost 
all  the  fatal  remittent  fevers,  whether  j/^/foto  or  not,  which  have 
been  recorded,  as  occurring  in  di£Perent  parts  of  the  globe.'  In 
the  Fourth  Part,  which  includes  upwards  of  200  pages,  Dr  Ban- 
croft has  brought  together  such  a  mass  of  fact  and  testimony, — 
all  tending,  in  our  opinion,  to  confirm  the  fbregomg  views,  as 
has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  collected  into  a  focus,  ttpoh  a  medical 
topic,  with  so  much  perspicuity  and  force.  We  can  only  notice 
some  of  the  leading  points  in  bis  Appendix  (No.  VtL) ;  thesofe 
ol:gect  of  which  is,  to  confute  the  statements  of  Dr  Chi^lm, 
respecting  the  origin  and  propagation  of  tfie  yellow*fever,  but 
•especially  as  to  its  aHe;^  importation  from  the  coast  of  Africa 
:to  Grenada,  in  the  ship  Hankey. 

In  these  statements,  Dr  Barvcroft  has,  in  our  opinion^  proved 
incontestably,  that  considerable  incorrectness  exists  in  the  details 
of  Dr  Chisnolm.  We  wish,  however,  that  he  had  evinced  less 
irritabilily  on  this  suV^jcct,  and  expressed  his  disapprabatiun  wiih 
less  ()f  panonaiHy)  ahhougb  these  seem  to  have  been  excited  by 
general  accusations,  not  altogether  decorous,  on  the  other  side» 
in  which  Dr  Bancroft  conceived  himself  involved.'  We  say  in- 
>  decorous}  for  that  epithet  appears  to  be  applicable  to  accusationa 
of  malpractice,  founded  on  ilifierencc  of  opinion,  where  there 
were  so  many  strong  grounds  for  that  dilference,  and  where  so- 
many  men  of  acknowledged  abilities  accorded  in  e^pausing'  the 
doctrine  impugned.  We  profess  our  great  respect  for  the  learn-* 
ing  and  taknis  of  Dr  Chisholtii,  (of  both  of  which  this  Jou^rsxal 
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kas  eMhkeA  many  firo<!rfs)$  biit,  ^^^bagis  smien  verit^a: "  we 
oaanot  l^t  yield  anr  assent  to  the  views  of  Dr  Bancroil,  snip* 
pMted  asdieyarein  tfak  workt  uponftlie  subject  under  cUscuesicm^ 
0)c  Banciwft  showS)  that  nkneagh  Captaifi  Beaver  ,(of  an 
early  opinion  of  whom  Dr  Chisholm  has  availed  hirvisolf)  at  firs* 
tjbdttgbt  the  &vser  on  board  the  <}afypso  to  be  contagious,  y^t  he 
was  soon  compdied  by  observation  to  reliDquish  that  notion,  am 
his  journal  and  ofBciai  letters  prove.    In  a  letter  to  ih^  Bulama 
H^usteesy  be  ascribes  the  mortality  among  the  people^  to  excessive* 
labour  and  fatigue^   the  rains,  the  unwholesome  climate  and 
season,  and  to  the  great  depression  of  spirits  of^thc  colonists ;; 
and  in  respect  to  the  reported  malignity  of  the  disease,  alleged 
to  have  existed  in  the  ship,  Hankey,  he  affirm^,  that  "  there  was 
not  the  shadow  of  a  fouodatiQii "  for  the  assertion.     Again,  Lieu« 
tenant- governor  Young,  in  his  *'  return  "  of  the  Brilama  adven- 
turers, speaks  of  the  fever  as  <*  of  the  intennittent  kind,  and  not  in^, 
^ctious. "     Mr  Paiba-ascribesdie  mortality  of  the  people  to  vari-* 
ous  causes;  same  having  intermittents,  some  a<more  violent  &?; 
▼er,  some  diarrhoea,  oth^s^dysentery,  and  others  ^ain  fell  mar-n 
tyrs  to  the  indiscreet  use  of  opium  and  spirits,  which  they  took 
as  preservatives-    Lastly,  Dr  Winterliottomf  who  was  resident 
physician  at  Sierra  Leone,  wjhen  the  Calypso  arriv'ed  therq,  af? 
£rms  that^she  **  remained  about  six  weeks,  during  which  time. 
iqp^wards  o{ forty  of  the  crew^and  passengers  died  of  the  remittent 
JevePj  thouffiunaitefuiedxmlh  anuapfeajaficeofpcadiarfnoligjiifi/." 
Yet  Uiis  was  the  fever  said  to  oe  communicated  to  the  Hankey. 
The  Calypso  had  been  in  company  six  weeks,  when  she  sailed 
«n  the  li^th  of  July,  179^ :  yet  at  that  time  only  three  of  the 
crew  of  the  Hank^  were  ill  of  fever,  and  not  one  had  been 
buried,  when  she  sailed  from  Bulama,  November  23d.     For 
during  the  rainy  season,  the  crew  remained  comparatively  healthy,. 
although  sbfft  up  with  the  sick  in  the  ship ;  ^hile  numbers  of 
the  colonists  pmshed  on  shore:  a  tolerably  clear  proof  that 
miasmata^  and  tiot  contagion^  produced   the  sickne<>s«     Fron^ 
the  end  of  October,  however,  when  they  began  to  prepare  for 
Aeir  departure,  the  crew  were  employed  on  Storey  stowing  goods, 
and  in  the  dangerous  occupations  of  cutting  logs  and  watering 
the  ship.     After  leaving  Bulama  on  the  ifSd  of  November,  the 
Hankey  went  to  the  unwholesome  settlement  of  pissao,  and  re- 
mained a  week ;  and  when  the  ship  sailed  thence,  on  the  Sd  of 
December,  "  three  of  the  crew  were  taken  \\\  of  fever.  "     This 
sickness  was  increased,  Captain  Beaver  believes,  by  ihe  labour^ 
under  the  heat  of  the  day  and  the  dews  of  the  night,  **  con- 
sequent on  the  ship's  running  aground  on  the  4th  ot  December, 
ia  the  Bijuga  dianneL  "    Jju  tli|s  siu<uaio|i  she  remained  till  the 
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9th;  and,  Captain  B.  adds,  <<  the  boat  having  been  seiit  about 
90  miles  to  Bissao  for  assistance,  I  find  noted  in  the  Hankey'a 
)og*book,  on  the  day  of  her  return,  which  was  the  Sttit  aD  the 
people  which  came  from  Bissao  in  the  pinnace  taken  UL  "    (Af 
rican  memoranda,  p.  192.) 

The  Hankey  arrived  at  St  Jago  on  the  26th  of  December,  and 
anchored  at  port  Praya,  in  that  island,  January  4th,  l79Sj  hav* 
jng  then  \xxt  by  deaths  subsequently  to  her  departure  from  Bula« 
ma,  8  of  her  crew^  with  5  men,  S  women,  and  2  children,  co<- 
lonists,  who,  as  Mr  Paiba  states,  were  all  unwell  when  taken  on 
board.  Here,  Dr  Chisholm  states,  they  found  the  Charon  an4 
Scorpion  ships  of  war,  (these  ships,  however,  arrived  on  tho 
13th  and  24itn  of  January  respectively),  who  furnished  the  Han« 
key  wiih  two  men  each.  Two  of  these,  be  adds,  died  of  the 
fever,  and  the  two  ottiers  were  afterw^ds  put  on  shore  at  Gre- 
nada, *^  in  the  most  wretched  state  possible. ''  From  this  com- 
munication with  the  Hankey,  he  continues,  "  the  pestilence  was 
brought  on  board  both  ships;  and  of  the  Charon's  crew  3Q 
died,  and  of  the  Scorpion^  crew  about  15. " — Now  these  state^ 
ments  are  asserted  to  b^  erroneous,  by  Dr  Trotter,  Mr  Smitber 
surgeon  to  the  Charon,  Mr  Paiba,  &c.  who  affirm,  on  the  con- 
trary, that"  no  fever  appeared  in  cither  of  the  men  of  war  iu 
consequence  of  this  communication;  they  arrived  at  Grenada  in 
pnftct  keaUk. " — The  Scorpion  did  not  lose  a  single  man  during 
the  whole  voyage,  and  the  Charon  lost  onlyjour^  from  causes 
described  by  Dr  Trotter,  and  wholly  foreign  to  the  Hankey. '* 
It  is  shown  from  the  log-book  of  the  Hankey,  that  only  one  of 
the  four  men,  sent  from  the  ships:  of  wa^,  died ;  and  he  was 
unwetlf  though  able  to  do  duty,  when  sent  on  board:  **  all  thQ 
others  were  perfectlj/  well "  when  the  Hankey  reached  the  West 
Indies,  *•  and  continued  so. "  ^ 

Dr  Bancroft  then  traces  the  progress  of  the  Hankey  to  Grenada, 
and  ultimately  to  England,  and  it  appears  perfectly  certain,  *<  that 
every  body  on  boara  the  Hankey  was  well,  when  she  arrived  at 
Grenada,  and  continued  so  during.her  stav  there,  and  also  during 
the  whole  of  her  voyage  to  England,  which  is  probably  more  than 
could  be  said  of  any  other  ship  then  at  Grenada:  so  that,  e^fn  if 
it  were  ascertained  that  ah  importation  of  febrile  infection  had  then 
taken  place,  every  other  ship  ought  to  have  hftn  stispected  of  it 
before  the  Hankey.  "7^7.  Dr  Chisholm  himself,  indeed,  ascribes 
the  contagion  to  the  infected  baggage  of  the  deceased  cqloni^ts, 
and  not  to  any  living  persons,  lout  against  this  supposition,  Dr 
Bancroft  adduces  sOme  insuperable  objections.  Dr  Chisholm 
}ias  apparently  traced  with  care  the  progress  of  the  contagion 

first  to  Captain  Remington,  secondly  to  the  crew  of  ^he  De« 
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£axicej  and  thirdly  to  the  crew  of  the  ship  Baillies.  Dr  Ban- 
-^roft,  however,  brings  forward  the  testimony  of  individuab^ 
which  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  great  incorrectness  being  committed 
in  Dr  C.'s  details.  Cs^tain  Remington  had  beeH  out  all  the  day 
And  night  in  a  boat ;  he  had  been  wet  through ;  he  slept  in  his 
clothes  on  board  the  Hankey,  and  went  back  in  an  open  boat 
the  next  day  to  his  ship:  ♦*  enough, "  says  Mr  Paiba,  **  to  kill 
any  one  in  that  climate. "  Again,  so  far  from  being  **  seized 
:ivith  a  malignant  pestilential  fever, "  and  so  far  from  having  **  the 
violence  of  his  symptoms  increased  so  rapidly  as  on  the  third  dajn 
to  put  an  end  to  his  exigence,  *'  as  Dr  Cbisholm  relates ;  Captaii} 
Remington  was  consider^  by  Hr  Stuart,  his  'physidan^  as  hav- 
ing a  mild  fever,  '<  from  cold  ooight  on  his  passage  up  ;'"  anj 
Dr  Stuart  left  him  on  the  third  day^  without  ^^  any  idea  of  his 
being  in  danger. "  It  appcii^i  he  died  on  the  eigfith  day.  With 
respect  to  the  Defiance, ^ve  of  her  crew  who  visited  the  Hankey, 
are  said  i^  Dr  C.  to  have  **  all  been  immediately  seized  with  th^ 
fever, "  and  to  have  all  ^*  died  in  three  dai^s. "  This  Dr  BancrQi| 
maintains  is  incredible.  No  cDntagion  ever  produced  disease  im- 
mediately :  **  the  plague  itself  does  not  act  with  such  <;elerity.  ** 
And  he  thinks  the  ^eat  uniformity  -of  its  course  in  «U  is  equaHy 
incredible.  With  regard  to  the  crew  of  the  ahip  Baillies,  Dr 
Chisholm  says,  **  these  communicated  the  infection  to  the  ships 
tiearest  to  them,  and  it  gradufldfy  spread  from  those  nearest  the 
mouth  of  the  Carenage,  where  the  Hankey  for  some  time  lay, 
to  Aose  at  the  .bottom  of  it ;  not  one  escaping  in  succession^ 
whatever  means  the  captains  took  to  prevent  it : " — an  effect,  Dr 
Bancroft  remarks,  **  which,  if  correctly  stated,  is  much  more  lik^ 
ithat  of  marsh  miasma,  than  oF  contagion. "    p.  7S5.  * 

When,  in  addition  to  these  circumstanced,  it. is  recdiected, 
that  tlie  Hankey^  in  her  passage  from  St  Jago  to  Grenada,  re- 
mained nearly  two  days  at  Barbadoes,  (all  the  passengers  com« 
municating  freely  with  the  inhabitants),  and  had  a  ^milar  delay 
and  communication  at  St  Vincent's,  without  leaving  any  conta- 
^on ; — that  she  had  been  three  times  cleansed  and  fumigated 
(viz.  at  Bulama,  Bissao,  and  St  Jago)  ;-^and  that,  on  the  other 
band,  the  season,  though  early,  was  in  an  extraordinary  degr^ 
Jbot,  and  suited  to  a  copious  production  of  marsh  miasmata,  the 
thermometer,  according  to  Dr  Chishojm's  diary,  rising  at  noon 
to  86°  and  89°  ;— when  all  these  points  are  taken  into  consider- 
XLtion,  we  think  there  can  remain  little  doubt,  that  the  mortality 
at  Grenada  originated,  lU^e  that  of  other  hot  seasons  in  the 
same  climate,  from  the  endemic  causus,  or  remittent  yellowr 
fever. 

Py  Bancroft  cjuotes  ^  striking  proof  of  tfce  non<oniapgus  nfl[- 
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tare  of  the  fever  kt  Fblliiddphia,  which  The  ChSAkAta  sappiMes 
to  have  been  imported  from  the  West  Indiesi  .where  it  was  .d6> 
lived  from  the  Hankey,    Dr  Valentin  has  stated  that,  wh^  the 

33idemic  ceased,  as  asual,  at  the  approach  of  winter,  aQ  the  bed-^ 
ingf  blankets,  clothes,  and  other  efiects,  which  had  been  ilsed 
by  Uie  sick  in  the  hospital  (appropriated  exclosively  t6  the  re^ 
ception  of  patients  in  the  fever)  at  Bush  HiD,  <*  were  sold  to  the 
agients  of  the  French  government,  and  employed  for  their  sick 
joldiers  and  seamen,  without  having  bten  washed^  fimtgafed^  or 
even  aired;  **  vet  there  was  never  any  appearance  of  tfiseasetlms 
^communicatedL 

But  we  must  desist  from  farther  detail ;  and  have  Idl  our^ 
kelves  no  room  to  enter  upon  any  view  of  our  author's  opinions 
respecting  typhus,  dysentery,  and  the  plague^  Which  are  discQssecl 
in  the  three  chapters  of  Part  V.  idotwitb^n^ing  the  length  to 
which  we  have  protrapted  this  article,  at  ^he  hazard  of  wearying 
ptnr  readers,  weshall  concli^de  by  recbmroendhiglhem.str^uously 
^o  make  themselves  intimately  acquainted  with  the  originaL 


'Pssai/s  on  the  Changes  of  the  Human  'Body  at  'its  different  Ag(S  f 
the  Diseases  to  uhich  it  js  predisposed  in  each  period  f^f  Lafe  ^ 
and  tk^  physiological  principles  of  its  Longevity^  The  vAoto 
illUitraied  by  many  Analogies  in  plants  and  Animafs^  By  Thot 
MAS  Jameson,  M.  D.  Member  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  i^ 
Londpn  and  Edinburgh^  and  r^ident  Physician  at  CheltoiT 
ham,    8vo.    pp,  ^6Q.    London,  181 U    Longman  9t  Co. 

T^R  Jamesoi!?  has  certainly  committed  an  error  in  the  very  out? 
-^  set  of  his  work ;  for  instead  of  dedicating  it  to  Dr  Bailiie, 
who  must  already  have  ^otnething  mor^  thap  a  smattering  of  in? 
formation  on  this  subject,  apd  has  i^o  time  for  readiilg^  he  should 
^h  ave  addressed  it  *  Uo  the  Hypochondriacs  of  tlbeUnitcdKingdomi'^ 
ivho  would  perhaps  ardently  peruse  it  |  yv\io  would  just  find  a  suA- 
iicient  smattering  of  medical  knowledge  in  it  to  puzzle  them>  and 
make  them  vfhh  for  more;  and  who  would  probably,jtberefore,  vir 
pit  Cheltenham,  and  Dr  Jameson  forthwith,  in  order  to  {earn  frcmi 
^he  latter  how  to  expound  scientifically  all  the  singular  processes 
gf  their  interual  organs^  p,nd  th^  to  drinjc  pf  his  uewlvrdispover? 
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ed  wd^  and  wash  awrjr  aD  (be  feees  from  tiheir  bowels,  JEmd  thg 
fancies  from  th'eir  h^ds. 

Bat  wliHe  this  book  is  calculated  topnzzletbehypoclioTidriaCy 
we  fear  H  is  not  likclj  to  inform  the  pbysictan.  .  For  in  tm A,  it 
contains  a  most  abundant  store  of  commonplace  and  superficial 
observ^!ohS|  Ivhich,  We  think,  bave  only  not  been  collected  befot^,* 
because  no  one  bim  decftned  them  worthy  to  be  collected.  Thist 
however,  is  not  the  ground  upon  which  the  author  anticipates 
critical -censure :  he  seems  fully  persuaded  of  the  mamirtnde  and 
importance  of  the  knowledge  which  he  has  compiled ;  but  he 
fears  only  the  lash  of  criticism,  from  his  peculiar  decision  of  many 
profound  and  long  disputed  questions.  **  No  doubt,  the  cdn- 
fitant  -applic^ion  of  forty-four  years  to  the  science  of  medicine, 
mast  indicate -a  life  sufficiently  long,  "  he  says,  **  to  entitle  thfe 
liuthor  to  form  6ome  judgment  of  the  changes  of  the  body  by  age, 
frdm  personal  experience,  &c.  **  pref,  xv.  But,  on  a  subject 
which  numberless  physiologists  have  touched  upon,  and  on  which 
£very  man  living  is  more  or  less  informed,  (for  it  is  to  this  sort  of 
observation  that  the  adage  applies,  when  it  affirms,  that  *^  every 
man  is  either  a  fool  or  a  physician  at  thirty"),  there  is  the  less 
necessity  for  a  grey  beard  on  the  chin  of  Jthe  compiler,  and  tlie 
greater  difficulty  of  rendering  the  compilation  interesting  by  ori- 
ginality of  observation  or  novelty  of  fact  And  we  are  sorry 
that  we  cannot  express  any  higher  approbation  of  our  author's 
logical  disquisitions,  than  of  his  observations  and  reflections  upon 
(he  detail  of  facts. 

We  cannot  pretend  to  enter  into  a  minute  analysis  of  this  trea- 
tise, but  must  content  ourselves  with  presenting  some  specimens 
of  its  execution,  in  jiistification  of  the  remarks  we  have  made^ 

With  respect  to  the  physiology,  he  tells  us,  in  the  ordinary  way, 
jthat  the  living  principle  *•  is  an  invisible  agent  of  which  we  can 
form  no  competent  idea  ;  **  and  in  a  note  it  is  said,  **  The  consi- 
deration of  soul  the  author  leaves  to  divines,  and  ha^only  to  ob- 
serve, that  he  is  sensible  of  something  existing  within  him  inde^ 
{lendent  of' the  matter  of  the  body,  which  iviU  exist  after  its  disso- 
ution.  *'  p,  7.  py  what  "  sense ''  does  the  author  discover  this^ 
which  has  been  the  subject  of  doubt  and  discussion  among  phi- 
losophers in  all  ages?  But  in  the  arrangement  of  his  ♦*  principles  " 
our  author  commits  the  same  abuse  of  language,  which  ha% 

fmzsded  men  |n  all  ages  in  the  investigation  of  the  plainest  ques-? 
ions.  ^Besides  thi?  **  principle  **  of  life,  there  are  other  prin-? 
ciples ;  there  is  a  sort  of  trinity  of  lives  5  for  instance,  "  ^^ge* 
faUeltfep  (depending  upon  the  irritdble  principle,  which  causes  the 
IDontraction  of  matter,  and  gives  a  peculiar  action  to  the  different 
prgansf    Sensitive  life^  arming  from  the  fidditio;i  of  sensibility  19 
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tbe  irritable  power,  wbich  is  discoTef^d  in  invertebral  animakt 
by  expressions  of  desire  and  paio.  And  CerebralUfey  where  im- 
presflion<;  are  tmnsmitted  to  a  common  sen^orium^  the  source  of 
ideas  and  thought,  as  is  discovered  in  vertebral  animals. '' 

But  we  have  also  Vi  principle  of  growth,  **  stated  by  spme  au» 
thors  to  be  a  principle  entirely  difierent  from  the  former  ones.  " 
♦*  Growth,  like  irritability, "  says  Dr  Jameson,  "  exists  in  bodies 
after  their  nerves  are  divided ;  but  it  does  not  in  all  things  cor- 
respond exactly  with  the  laws  of  iiTitability  in  either  kingdom.  ^* 
'He,  however,  believes*  '^  that  it  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
irritable  principle ;  "  and  he  goes  on  to  inform  us,  that  the  former 
principle^  growth,  is  a  stimulus  to  the  letter;  and  mistaking  effect 
for  cause,  observes,  that  *'  tbe  ainndas  of  growth  produces  a 
quick  circulation  of  nutritious  fluid  over  the  system,  intended, 
no  doubt,  *'  (how  sagacious  1)  '^  for  a  speedy  supply  of  arterial 
blood,  containing  new  matter,  to  enlarge  the  size  of  parts. ''  p.  12. 
In  conclusion,  he  sagely  informs  us,  that  *^  it  is  the  perpetual  ap- 
plication of  fresh  particles  of  nutritious  matter  to  the  substance 
of  the  bodv,  that  prevents  its  putrefaction,  and  sustains  the 
growth  of  the  various  parts.  We  acconiing]y  find  the  nails  and 
beard  renewed  by  protrusion,  soon  after  they  are  cut  away;  the 
circulating  fluids  of  healthy  young  persons,  undergoing  total  re- 
novation in  the  space  of  a  few  days ;  the  soft  solids,  are  com- 
pletely renewed  in  a  few.  years,  and,  according  to  some  authors, 
l^ithin  periods  of  five  years,  ^  tkem  called  lustres.  "  p.  1 8.  Dr 
Jameson  actually  supposes,  it  would  seem,  that  these  physiolo- 
gists invented  the  term  lustre^  to  denote  a  period  of  five  years ; 
a  proof  of  tbe  extent  of  his  classical  reading. 

T)r  Jameson,  with  the  intention  of  being  properly  methodical, 
.divides  5*  life  in^ojive  periods,  each  of  which  possesses  (he  tells 
jUs)  a  distii^tdegree  of  vigour. "  p.  23.  These  are  thejbetal  state^ 
Infancy,  youth,  manhood,  and  old  age;  and  by  a  singular  arith- 
metic, lie  informs  us,  that  ^^  each  of  these  periods  will  be  sub- 
divided into  two  epoclis, "  (i.  e.  according  to  Cocker,  into  ten)^ 
^^  to  mark  more  distinctly  the  different  degrees  of  strength  at 
their  beginning  and  end,  which  will  bring  them  near  to  the  seven 
ages  of  Hoilrinann"  (p.  25.) :  and  still  further  to  sancticm  bis  ar- 
rangement, he  quotes  at  length  the  speech  of  Jaques,  in  *^  As 
You  Like  It, "  reminding  us  of  the  sagacity  of  the  immortal 
Shakespear, ''  in  detecting  i  this  exact  number  of  ages.  In  one 
point,  however,  Dr  Jameson's  epochs  differ  from  the  seven  ages 
of  Shakespear  and  Hoffmann,  in  as  much  as  neither  of  these  sa- 
gacious writers  have  an  age  before  birth. 

Ail  this,  we  think,  tends  to  confirm  our  opinion  of  the  mjstake 
committed  in  the  dedication ;  for  these  profound  discussion^' 
ccuid  only  be  expected  to  interest  ^*  the  lean  and  slippered  pan- 
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takxiii%  "  who  are  engaged  in  tours  to  watering-places,  and  vU 
sits  to  physicians,  and  whom  he  intends  to  astonish  by  his  logic 
and  jmilosophy.  Surely  he  ooukl  not  address  the  following  ar-i 
gumetits  to  Dr  BailHe,  or  any  other  physiologist,  in  proof  of 
the  accuracy  of  this  division. 

**  The  coincidence  of  our  divisions  (t.e.  those  of  Hoffmann,  Shake- 
spear  and  himself),  with  the  climacteric  years  of  the  ancients  in 
Greece  and  Arabia,  is  not  unworthy  of  particular  attention.  Pytha- 
goras, who  derived  his  knowledge  from  the  Chaldeans,  Phoenicians, 
and  GrecianSf  applied  the  number  seven  to  all  sciences  physical  and 
divine ;  and  his  opinions  prevailed  so  generally,  that  Hippocrates  in- 
troduced the  doctrine  of  lime  combating  diseases^  or  critical,  days  in 
fevers,  upon  septenary  principles.  This  doctrine  became  the  theme 
of  Galen,  as  well  as  d  most  of  his  followers,  &c.  The  late  Dr  Cul- 
len  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  fevers  had  a  tendency  to  change 
upon  quaternary  and  septenary  days, "  &c.  And  then  he  over- 
-whelms  us  with  a  chronological  argument  in  a  note.  ^'  This  doctrine 
of  numbers,  therefore,  prevailed  a  great  length  of  time,  as  appears 
from  the  authors  we  have  quoted,  who  have  written  in  favour  of 
the  subject.  Pythagoras  flourished  about  500  years  before  Christ^ 
Hippocrates  about  150  after  him,  and  Galen  200  after  the  birth  of 
Christ.  Stahl's  work,  Theoria  Medica,  was  published  in  1708: 
Hoffmann's  Oper.  Om.  Annorum  Climactericorum  toas  published'  in 
1748  ;  and  Cullen's  First  Lines  were  published  in  1778.  "    p.  27. 

After  describing  the  peculiarities  of  each  age  and  epoch,  Dr 
Jameson,  in  his  remaining  pages,  goes  over  the  whole  nosology^ 
medical  and  surgical,  enumerating  **  all  the  ills  the  flesh  is  heir 
to. ''  With  a  few  specimens  of  his  sage  observations  on  the  for- 
mer part  of  tlie  subject,  we  shall  take  our  leave.  The  Jirst  age 
of  life  being  completed,  by  the  obtrusion  of  the  child  from  the 
uteros  of  its  mother,  they  are  still  not  without  connexion. 

^*  Bonds  of  union  still  exist  between  the  mother  and  child;,  for  it 
has  no  sooner  acquired  the  powers  of  voice,  than  a  connate  sense  of 
hunger  impels  it  to  make  demands  for  the  assimilated  nutriment  it 
has  pravidedjbr  itsdf  and  phosphate  of  lime,  which  abounded  in  the 
mother's  urine,  is  now  found  in  the  milk  of  the  breast  ready  for  die 
consolidation  of  the  iniRuit  bones.  The  children  of  this  country  aM 
therefore  put  to  the  breast  in  six  or  eight  hour$  after  birdi, ''  &c.  (63.; 

The  next  great  change,  the  author  telis  us,  is  observable  in 
the  first  dentition,  the  ordinary  progress  of  which  he  describes ; 
and  remarks,  that  *'  the  round  faces  of  children  gradually  as- 
sume a  new  appearance  as  the  teeth  develop.  Thus,  the  jaws 
are  nearly  semicircular  until  three  yean  of  age ;  but  lose  their  rov 
timdity  afterwards,  A^  elongation  of  the  maxillary  bones. "  (64.) 

'*  llie  skin,  in  early  infancy,  is  soft,  vascular,  and  posseftged  c>(^  90 
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fioocii  ilelicacyi  that  it  IsliaMe  to  excoriation  from  the  smallM  ne- 
glect tff  clexnlfress,  i«Mch  is  4ttt  reason  ^tthe  breadi  of  infants  is  so 
often  intfamed  lyy  die  orine.  The  ntftnetoms  capillary  ivMeU  of  the 
skin  eih;|le<opioQ8  vafpun  of  a  l«is  aerid  nature  at  the  begiuiing 
than  at  the  end  of  the  period.  These  foresenre  ^e  silrface  in  a  mobt 
and  sensible  states  but  as  the  caticle  and  subjacent  mucus  indurate 
by  air  and  pressure)  the  skin  loses  part  of  its  transparency  and  florid 
colour,  and  becomes  gradually  more  flrm  and  less  irritable.  The 
SDost  in^pintant  condition  of  tbe  external  surface  in  this  early  age, 
consists  in  its  extreme  sensibility)  from  an  almost  bare  slate  4vf  the 
nervest  covered  only  by  a  fine  thin  cuticle.  In  this  tooy,  the  nervous 
papillae  of  the  fingers  become  a  valuable  means  of  storing  the  young 
mind  toiihaccturate  ideas^  and  of  correcting  errors  of  the  other  sense% 
in  their  most- imperfect  state.  It  has  therefore  been  calculated  that 
|he  mind  acquires  more  ideas  in  the  three  years  succeeding  birth, 
than  in  all  the  rest  of  life. 

**  The  extreme  sensibility  of  the  whole  body  proves,  at  the  same 
time,  the  cause  of  nun>erous  painful  sensations,  and  of  many  of  the 
cries  of  ne\v-born  children^  so  generally  imputed  to  a  sense  of  hun- 
ger, since  they  begin  to  smile,  and  to  exhibit  more  plesing  sensations 
as  the  skin  becomes  more  indurated,  about  five  or  six  weeks  after 
bffih,  "  &c.  Ac.     (p.  65.) 

.  Thus  we  are  to  ascribe  the  efiecU  of  the  develeipsient  of  the 
faculties  of  the  n>ind  commensuraie  with  the  growth  of  theor* 
gans  of  the  body,  to  the  induration  of  the  skin  !  and  to  attribute 
the  knowledge  that  results  from  the  comparison  of  the  impre&- 
sions  upon  two  or  more  senses  at  the  same  time,  to  tlie  peculiar 
eentiibility  of  infantine  papillae  I  But  we  are  weary  q{  these 
M  mogiUB  nugaej  magnis  cooatibus.  ** 


IV.— V. 

!p^e  Trial  qf  Michael  Whiting  for  administering  Poison  to 
peorge  and  Joseph  Langmauj  at  the  A&sizes  holden  at  E/y,  on 
Wednesday  tlie  ^th  of  March^  1812.  Taken  in  Court  by 
Thomas  Leigh.    8va     Cambridge,  1812. 

QT/re  exfraordindry  Trial  of  Daniel  Dawson  at  the  Assizes  heldjbr 

'    the  County  of' Cambridge,  on  Friday,  March  12,  1812,  on  anhh 

fifctmcnt  charging  him  with  jioisaning  the  Eagle  Colt,  ihejyivperiy 
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of  Sir  JR  S^amkdk^  iUVmmarket.  Taken  m  Coartbjr  Gsoftss 
Kent.    8vo*    Newmarket,  1812. 

IT  1$  akmat  unn«c«s«^ry  ^  remark,  th^t  twa  ^loioife  isipprtant 
charges  ih$^  ihq^^  i^ta^  in  tb^  abov^  indictjofivtis,  seldopa  oir 
evev  came  before  i^  courD  mA  jury  for  tbeir  investigation  ai)4 
final  dqci^on*  In  f^very  ^nti  qf  viemr,.  poisoojug  i^  a  dang^roa9 
an4  9j[gravnled  speciea  o>  iiKirdei?,  not  qn^  qn  account  of  ibq 
difficulty  in  <JietectiQg  ilk,  but  &f  the  deUb^rfi,!^  ro4|ii:e  wi^i  ^hi^ 
it  ia  pfip<s(v»i^,  lAs  «rviekyft  a^ftd  li^  impo^sjbUity  of  guarding 
Ugainst  It.  Until  lately »  K^wev^^  ^§  vmi^  intent  tQ  mur^ 
by  adniinielflris^  yoho^  ^^  iiot  a  cikpit^^i  ofieii^ce^  But  by  aa 
act  9i  pairKiMMnt  j>aa9ed  ia.  tbe  4r3d  yeai?  of  bk  preseni;  iQ^jeatj^i 
eommonly  called  Xj&td  Ellcsibor^i^h's  ^^  it  ia  enacted,  tbiit,  iC 
any  person  Gthall  wiifoUy  and  i^aliciqusly  a49^inister  tO|  om  eavse 
k>  be  a^iiastered  to»  or  taken  by,  «n^  <>f  his  mmcjity's  subjects^ 
any  deadly  poispo,  with  intent  to  murdeiTs  he»  ais  counselbr$» 
aidens,  and  afaettorst  4>idl  be  guilty  of  felony,  without  b^nefi^  of 
elefgy*  We  have  had  occasion  to  allu4e  to  tbia  act  upon  s^ 
^mer  diseussion  of  an  important  question  of  ioren^c  mediciUMti 
and  indeed,  when  ordinary  interests  are  concerned,  medical  qaea 
are  seldem  eossulted  in  courts  of  lawy  so  tlifft  an  ficquaintanco 
with  every  thing  relaUng  to  this  act  n^ay  tmly  be  set  down  among 
the  most  important  articles  of  professional^  inforipation*  t 

The  facte  of  Michfiel  WUting's  ^t^e  we^e  clearly  and  faisly 
Vtated  by  the  counael  for  the  prosecution ;  and,  from  his  addresa 
to  the  jury,  we  shall  select  toe  foHowing  particulars : — The  two 
prosecutors  in  this  indictment  were  George  Langman  wd  Jot 
leph  Langnian,  both  minors,  living  as  housekeepers  at  Dowa<» 
ham,  with  Catherine  Carter,  their  servant  or  housekeeper^  and 
Uieir  younger  sister,  Sarah  llangman.  These  four  persons  eon* 
stituted  the  \fhole  family.  The  prisoner,  Whiting,  was  a  shop* 
keeper  at  Downham,  and  he  dealt  in  bread,  flour,  drug^  and 
irarious  oilier  articles.  He  was.  related  to  the  Langmans  by 
marriage,  having  married  tlieir  eldest  sis^^,  and,  in  the  event  of 
their  death,  he  expected  to  get  some  property.  The  first  wit-> 
ness  ealkd,  Catherine  Carter,  the  housekeeper,  declared,  that 
on  Tuesday  morning,  the  13th  of  March  181 1,  about  seven 
o'dodE,  she  sent  the  child,  Sarah  Longman,  to  the  house  of  the 

Erisoner  for  a. loaf*  They  usually  baked  their  own  bread, 
«t  they  happened  on  that  day  to  have  none  in  tlie  bouse.  The 
tnrisoner  came  himself  with  a  loaf  a  short  time  afterwards;  he 
inquired  wliether  they  had  any  flour  in  the  house,  and  finding 
they  had  not,  said^  *^  he  would  scud  them  a  little  fiour  and 
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meat  to  mftlce  a  podding  with; "  One  of  th6  brothers,  Joseph 
Lanffinan,  replied,  diat  they  did  not  want  any ;  but,  notmth- 
stanoing  this,  the  prisoner  returned  in  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  bringing  a  boson  containing  some  flour  and  pork.  The 
witness  was  going  thai  morning  on  a  vbit  to  a  neighbouring  vil« 
lage.  Before  she  set  off  she  took  some  milk  and  attempted  to 
mix  this  flour  up,  and  make  a  pudding  or  dumpfing  with  it. 
%e  found  il  mix  with  great  difficulty ;  sne  did,  however,  make 
four  dumplings,  two  containing  pork,  and  two  without:  the 
two  former  she  tied  up  in  bags.  Having  done  this,  she, 
iibout  nine  o'clock,  set  m  for  Chatteris,  and  returned  Ae  next 
day.  The  child,  Sarah  Langman,  went  to  the  prisoner's  hous^ 
an  TuoMlay,  and  continued  there  until  the  Wednesday  morning. 
The  brothers,  Oeorge  and  Joseph  Langman,  were  both  employ- 
ed in  the  garden  near  to  the  house  during  the  morning,  and 
never  went  off  the  premises.  The  elder  went  in  about  twelve 
o'clock,  and,  knowing  these  dumplings  were  provided  for  theit 
dinner  on  that  and  the  succeeding  day,  he  took  two  of  them, 
put  them  into  an  iron  pot,  with  some  potatoes,  and  boiled  them 
for  dinner.  About  one  o'clock  they  came  and  sat  down :  th^ 
each  ate  a  few  mouthfuls  of  the  dumpling  containing  the  pork, 
and  also  some  of  the  pork,  but  immediately  perceived  them  to 
be  very  bad  tasted,  and  so  disagreeable  that  they  could  not  pnn 
eeed  in  eating  their  dinner.  Before  any  effects  were  feh  Xxoxxi 
the  part  of  the  dumpling  they  had  eaten,  George  Langman  went 
out  of  the  house,  and  gave  a  piece  (about  one  quarter  of  it)  to 
a  sow  in  the  yard.  This  sow  became  violently  sick  almost  im-^ 
mediately  after  eating  it,  and  continued  ill  several  days.  He 
.himself,  and  his  brother,  in  a  short  time  after  became  afi^ed 
with  extreme  sickness,  and  violent  pains  in  the  head :  he  himself 
was  ill  about  an  hour,  but  his  brother  was  ill  for  two  or  threer 
days.  He  threw  the  remaining  part  of  this  dumpling  into  the' 
garden  ;  he  afterwards  buried  it  in  a  spot  he  could  particularly 
ascertain.  On  the  next  day  it  was  dug  up  again,  and  given  \o$i 
magtsti*ate,  who  sent  it  to  the  professor  of  chemistry  at  Cam- 
bridge, who  examined  the  paste,  and  discovered  corrosive  subli-< 
mate  mixed  with  it,  in  considerable  quantity.  Professor  Wol* 
laston  also  examined  the  unboiled  dumplings,  both  of  which  be 
found  were  made  of  the  same  poisoned  ingredients  as  those? 
which  had  been  tasted.  When  the  prisoner  heard  that  George 
and  Joseph  Langman  had  been  very  sick,  and  that  their  sickness 
was  attributed  to  something  poisonous  in  the  flour  which  he 
had  carried  to  them,  he  emptied  out  the  remainder  of  the  floor 
(which  was  £^out  two  stone)  into  the  privy,  and  "mashed  out  tiie 
bin  in  which  the  flour  was  kept^  so  thai  not  a  Vtistige  of  its  (S0R« 


tents  remuned.  The  cohdnct  erf  Whil  ing,  wlien  he  was  brought 
before  the  magistrates  to  answer  so  fool  a  charge  as  this  alleged 
against  htm,  confinDed  his*  gaih ;  for  be  attempted  to  vindicate 
himself  by  telling  a  series  of  Ires.  He  denied  ever  having  had 
any  such  a  poison  as  corrosfve  sublimate  in  his  house ;  but  it 
appeared  from  the  evidence  of  the  person  from  whom  he  pur- 
chased bis  stock  in  trade,  when  he  commenced  business  four 
years  before,  there  were  four  ounces  of  that  article  among  va*» 
rious  other  drugs  then  purchased.  The  examiaatinns  of  thie 
prisoner  before  the  magistrates  were  read  by  tbe  officer  of  the 
court,  after  which  the  chief  justice  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  Edward 
Christian,  Esq.  recapitulated  the  whole  of  the  evidence  to  the 
jury ;  and  the  jury,  after  having  conferred  together  for  aboiit  tenr 
minutes,  brought  in  a  verdict  of  guitty.  The  prisoner  made  it 
full  and  free  confession  of  his  crime  to  the  elergy  man  who  attend'* 
ed  him  in  gaol,  a  few  days  onfy  previous  to  his  execution. 

The  other  case  is  an  extraordinary  one.  There  is  no  case 
precisely  similar  to  be  found  in  any  report;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  like  will  not  occur  again.  Within  these  few  years  nrnny  in- 
stances have  happened  of  horses  bemg  poisoned  for  the  purpose 
of  betting,  at  Dbncasster,  Brighton,  and  Newmarket,  wnich 
created  an  alarm  that  nearly  annihilated  the  amusements  of  the 
turf.  At  length  the  guilty  wretch  was  detected,  and  he  and 
his  base  associate  halve  been  brought  to  justice ;  bat  the  prison-* 
er,  Dawson,  was  acquitted,  owing  ta  some  flaw  in  the  indict- 
ment,  which  diarged  him  with  being  ai  prtneipal  in  the  all^^ 
act  of  poisoning  the  horses,  when,  in  truth,  be  was  an  accessori^ 
before  the  fact.  There  was  another  question  which  arose  out  of 
the  case,  whether  any  offence  had  been  committed  by  the  prison- 
er ;  but  the  judge  decided,  without  hearing  the  arguments  of 
counsel,  that  the  prisoner  must  be  acq^uitted^  on  the  ground 
that  the  law  did  not  recognize  him  as  a  principals  In  coDse^ 
quence  of  the  abrupt  termination  of  this  trial,  a  full  disclosure 
of  nameS)  persons^  and  circumstances,  was  prevented,  which 
would  have  established  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  brought  to 
light  a  detestable  horde  of  conspirators^  who,  like  parasitic  ani>* 
malsj  fatten  on  the  vkak  of  a  more  noble  species.  Our  readers 
will  be  glad  to  hear,  that  Dawson  is  still  held  in  Cambridge 
jail  for  trial  at  the  nesU  assizes,  on  a  skniiar  indietment.  Ih 
the  present  case  lie  was  indicted  for  feloniously,  wilfally,  and 
malicioasiy,  infusing  into  a  certain  trough  where  horses  water* 
ed,  six  ounces  of  poison,  called  white  arsenic,  and  thereby  kill- 
ing a  eoh,  the  property  of  Sir  F.  Standish.  In  a  second  coum, 
the  prisoner  was  indicted  for  procuring  the  said  white  atsentc. 


hy  wfatcU  t)ie  colt  ^bm,  p^uontd.  Ja  a  third  count  k  WM 
ca  a^inst  the  prisoner,  that  |;ie  bad  caus^  the  horse  to 
vf  the  poisonous  water.  la  the  fourth  and  last  coq^l,  he  wt^ 
charj^eu  generally  with  killing  the  said  colt  This  was  not  aa 
offence  which  was  recognized  at  common  law;^  the  ipdict* 
ment  was  founded  on  a  statute  of  the  9th  of  Geo.  L  ch.  22., 
.which  was  (bund  necessary  to  prevent  and  pupj^h,  c^nces  sp 
pernicious  to  society,  as  the  wounding^  maiming,  ^^4  killing  of 
cattle. 

The  prijiclpal  evidence  in  this  case  was  a  man  named  Cecp 
Bishop,  particcp$  criminisf  who,  we  are  ashamed  to  confess,  bet* 
longs  to  our  profession,  having  been  brought  up  a  chemist  ao4 
druggist,  and  employed,  in  1809,  as  assistant-apothecary  4t 
Guy's  Hospital.  He  was  base  enough  to  misapply  what  know- 
ledge he  had  acquired  by  a  superior  education,  to  furnish  Daw 
son  with  solutions  of  corrosive  sublimate,  and  of  arsenic*  au^ 
•ven  lo  aid  and  assist  him  in  bi^  nefarious  projects,  by  injecting, 
with  a  syringe,  arsenical  solution  into  the  watering'^troiu^s  at 
Kewmarket,  and  thus  to  destroy  the  lives  of  four  valuable  Eorsesy 
besides  endangering  many  others.  Several  witnesses  were  called, 
whose  testimony  corroborated  this  wretch's  confession  of  )u^ 
infamy  and  guilt ;  but  the  moat  material  is  that  of  Mr  Bowleg 
veterinary-surgeon  at  Cambridge,  whose  evidences  founded  upo|i 
chemical  and  comparative  pathological  e3;periments>  is  satisfac- 
tory and  conclusive,  though,  we  regret,  w  trials  were  ipade  up- 
on the  contents  of  the  stonxach  and  intfe^tuies* 

*  Mr  Bowles  st^ed,  that  he  vaa  called  in  to  atlenj  Xb»  poisooed 

horses  at  Newmarket^  on  Wednc^ay  the  1st  of  May,  at  |dr  Prioc^ 

^tables.    He  found  six  horses  very  ill.    Sir  F.  Standish  s  cult  w^ 

pointed  out  to  witness,  and  he  attended  the  colt  till  he.  died.    Wheb 

witness  first  saw  tlie  colt,  he  was  h^^nging  down  his  head,  appeared 

to  be  in  great  pain  from  the  intestines,  and  died  on  the  following 

day.    On  opening  the  colt,  witness  found  the  stomach  and  intestines 

•very  considerably  inflamed.     There  were  different  sorts  of  inflam- 

tnation,  but  in  tliis  case  appearances  were  difRsrent  from  common 

inflammation  ;  it  was  from  the  stomach  throughout  the  body ;  and 

'Witness  had  no  doubt  it  caused  the  death  of  the  horse.    He  hd 

•tried  by  a  chomical  test,  by  lunar  caustic,  the  water  which  he  had 

'teceived  from  Mr  Prince.    The  cftect  was,  that  the  arBeaic'  sunk  in 

•a  yellesr  doud.     Mr  Bowles  wait  on  ta  prove,  by  his  experience, 

.that.tb«re  was  solution  of  aisenic  in  the  water,  and  he  had  since 

.prep^e4  some  tn  the  same  mannei^/whioh  bad  beeo  administered^ 

.tihree  horses  by  way  of  experiment,    {n  one  instance  wiUMfV  opened 

.  9  horse,  and  the  appearances  of  the  stomach  and  itttestioe^  cprrei- 

,  ponded  with  those  of  Sir  F.  Standish's  colt,  and  he  M  iH>  dou^ 

the  whole  was  produced  by  arsenical  preparation*  *' 


1  # 


181S.      ik  ChbAoi  en  Aliott  CMeoMd  CoirtMtmt  9B1f 


VL 

On  Bilious  Cdic  and  Convulsions  in  edrkf  Infiauy^    By  Joseph  , 
Clarkis^  M.  D.  Hononiy  Fellof^  oH  the  Royal  Ck)I]q^  ol 
Physicians,  Dublin,  and  M.  Bt.  I.  A.  /(/^m  ike  XBh  volume 
cf  Transaetims  rf  ike  Bogal  JriA  Academy)^    Dublin,  1811. 

^nnHis  is  a  practical  paper,  which  commnmcates  thd  rasnlt  of 
•^  the  aathor^s  expenence  in  a  cbissr  of  diseases,  eidier  too^ 
ihi^  neglected,  or  improperly  treated,  and  therefore  tdmiinlEit* 
ing  often  m  death.  In  the  beginning  of  his  prsbctids,  Dr  Clarke 
remarks,  as' long  as  he  pbrsura  the  beaten  track— of  .Employing 
mixtures  of  rfanbarb  ana  magnesia,  solutions  of  manna  in  fenrief 
Water,  chalk,  volatile  alkali,  niusk,  opium  and  bHsters-^recovery 
from  convulsions  in  early  infancy  was  a  rare  occurrence.  Now 
the  case  is  hlippily  rcfversed,  and.  death  rarely  happen^.  The 
means  which  have  brought  about  this  pleasing  reformation,  are 
fully  detailed  in  thb  paper ;  and  it  seems  that  we  are  indebted  for 
die  pubKcfititfn  chiefly  to  Dr  Hamilton's  work  on  purgative  me^ 
didnesi  for  the  author  doubts  whether  he  should  havenadcouis. 
age  to  submit  his  ohiservations  to  public  notice,  unless  he  hail; 
been  roused  and  encottrafKd  by  the  success  of  that  work*  Here, 
is  an  instance^  and  we  bdfeve  many  might  be  quotedi  in  which^- 
the  publication  of  a  physician's  otoervations  aad  experienoe^ 
however  widdy  his  pbui  of  treatment  difiers  from  the  ordinaiy 
routine,  does  essential  gMd,  not  6nlv  by  directing  young  prae-' 
titioners  in  die  right  piSh,  but  by  caUii^  into  notice  the  remarks: 
of  older  ones<  who  have  long  followed  the  same  cofu^se.  We 
are  persuaded  Dr  Hamilton's  work  hasjuddy  become  so  popular, 
as  much  from  \&  confirming  the  etperiehce  of  those  who  have' 
long  thought  and  acted  for  themselves^  since  they  ^scaoied  from 
the  trammels  of  system  and  no^logy,  as  from'  the  decided  tone' 
which  it  holds  out  to  young  mei^  woo  are  Just  beginning  to  pre- . 
scribe  alone,  whilst  the^patient  and  his  friends  keep  their  eyes^ 
stedfastly  fixed  upon  everv  thing  that  he  says  and  doe». 

Dr  Clarke  considers  all  the  bowel  complaints  of  in&nis^  pre*. 
viouB  to  dentition,  described  uttder  the  Various  appellations  of 
inward  fits,  costiveness  and  wind,  gripes  and  green  stools,  Tto 
which  he  adds  bitiotts  colic  and  convulsions),  as  stajges  of  uie 
aame  disease,  and  to  be  morie  of  less  connected  with  die  free  or . 
restrained  discharges  of  the  bowdb.  In  a  former  volume  of 
jrtiese  Transactions  (voLYI.)>  he  expressed  an  opinion^  that-af 
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large  proportion  oF  these  discharges  is  bilious;  and  he  now  adds^ 
after  sixteen  years'  dose  attention  to  the  subject,  that  in  coUc 
and  convulsionsy  nothing  but  a  brisk  expulsion  of  the  contents  of 
the  bowek  is  likely  to  afford  permanent  relief.    Tbu3  he  s^s-^^ 

• 

*'  To  effect  such  expulsion  is  freqfieBtly  a  task  of  the  utmost  i'l^* 
culty,  and  requires  remedies  of  the  most  powerful  nature.  When  an 
infant  is  seized  with  violent  screamings,  and  refuses  to  suck,  drawing 
ks  lower  ex^emities  occasionally  towards  the  abdomen,  theexkteoce 
of  colic  may  be  safely  inferred.  On  inquiry,  the  infant  may  be  re- 
nted to  have  had  frequent  stools }  but,  on  /a«pnrllM,  they  will  gf- : 
veraUy  be  fomid  acaaty,  often  green.  ^.        ^' 

**  A  dose  or  two  of  caitgr  oik  or  a  coaunoo  pvi^gaDhre' enema, ^1^. 
often  remove  slight  attacks  of  this  nature! .  It  is  ia  geaeifii  gfter.  A^i 
failure  of  su^  measures  that  a  pbysiciaa's  advice  it  feqqfred^^  :VLf, 
pracuce  of  late»  in  urgent  cases,  is  tfy  order  twe)ve  graiaa  of  calowef 
to  be  rubbed  with  equal  quantity  of  refined  sugary  and  divided  inta 
equal  parts,  one  to  be  given  immediately  in.  a  Cttle  of  the.  nufse'f 
suck,  and  in  an  hour  alter  a  tea-spoorfui  oJF  castor-oil.    And  inter- 
na tely  calomel  and  castor  oil  are  directed  to  be  repeated  every  hour,, 
until  the  bowels  are  freely  purged,  and  the  infant  obtains  relief.    I 
have  frequently  found  that,  before  my 'visit  on  the  succeeding  day,, 
ten  or  twelve  doses  of  each  have  been  given  and  retained  on  the  sto- 
mach.^   The  general  effect  is  many  motions  ;'  but,  on  inspection,  not 
more  than  one  or  'two  copious.    The  relief  Apom  pain  is  often  consi* 
deraUe,  the  convulsions  have  ceased,  and  the  infant  lesumed  its 
former  habit  of  socking.    I  liiea  direct  the  powder  and  ^ail  to  be  re-' 
peated  every  third  or  fourth  hoor^  more  or  less  freqnentlf,  acoord^ 
ing  to  the  degree  of  ease  the  infant  appears  to.  have  obtained^  and 
the  freedom  of  iu  discharges.    On  my  ^trd  visit,  the  bowels  bsve 
generally  discharged  a  prodigious  quality  of  greep,  and  appaready. 
acrid  bile ;  and  heace  I  have  denominated  ^he. colic  biliom*    In  the 
cour&e  of  recovery,  the  quantity  of  evacuation  seldom  fails  to  asto- 
nish the  attendants,  who  cannot  well  comprehend  whence  it  can  all 
be  derived.    The  relief  obtained  is  uniformly  proportioned  to  the 
quantity  discharged.     After  the  third  day  a  calomel  powder  is  giv« 
en,  perhaps  night  and  morning,  until  the  4th  or  5th,  and  castor-oil 
now  and  then,  when  the  infanj  is  ilneasy.     Where  the  frequent  repe- 
tition of  the  oil  nause-ates  the  stomach,  or  where  it  produces  little  ef- 
fect at  the  *cnd  of  twenty-four  hotirs,  I  substitute  a  dessert  spoonful ' 
of  infusion  of  senna,  sweetened  and  warmed  with  fifteen  or  twenty 
drops  of  tincture  of  jalap.  ^  '  p.  124. 
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Cases  ofApoplejpy  and  Lethargjf  i  mth  Observations  upon  the  Of* 
maiose  Diseases.  By  J^  Cheyne,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royil^ 
College  of  Physicians)  Edinburgh ,  of  the  King  find  Queen'tf 
College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland,  &c.  &c.  London  i8i2i 
8Vo*     pp.  224. 

THIS  is  the  work  of  a  diligetit  and  faithful  obserrei^y  ^ho  ha^r 
already  distingnished  himsdf  as  a  clinical  student.  Early  in- 
troduced to  extensive  and  general  practice,  with  a  aeal  atfd  in-^ 
duBtry  highfy  praiseworthy,  Dr  C.  has  continued  to  note  th^ 
cases  of  his  patients,  to  record  any  important  observation,  id 
study,  in  detail,-  the  living  features  of  disease  in  the  sick-cham<* 
ber,  and  to  trace  the  connexion  between  symptoms  and  disor«» 
ganization,  by  inspecting  the  bodies  of  the  deceased.  In  thusi 
contemplating  the  phenomena  of  hydrocephalus  acutus,  and  pre- 
paring the  materials  of  his  essay  on  that  diseasei  his  attention 
was  naturally  directed  to  the  general  pathology  of  the  brain  i 
and  the  work  now  before  us  is,  in  part,  the  offspring  of  thisr 
study.  ThKt  it  had  become  neceussary  to  reconsider  the  history 
and  treatment  of  apoplexy,  will  very  readily  be  acknowledged^ 
when  we  recollect  me  late  controversy  which  arose  out  of  a  dis-t 
pule  on  a^  point  of  practice^  betwcfen  Dr  Langsiow  and  Mf 
Crowfoot,  and  with  what  animodty  and  contradiction  of  fact 
and  argument,  that  controversy  was  maintained  in  the|ouma]if 
of  the  day*  The  sophistical  argument  too  of  i>r  Foth^rgill 
against  blood-letting  in  apoplexy,  had,  we  believe,  influenced 
the  understanding  of  too  many  practitioners,  and  restrained  the 
use  of  the  most  powerful  remedy  we  possess  for  the  prevention' 
or  cure  of  this  disease.  To  those  who  have  entertained  any 
doubts  on  this  subject,  we  recommend  a  careful  study  of  Dr 
Cheyne*s  Cases  and  Observations.  The  work  is  truly  clinical,  and 
completely  instructive  on  this  point.  The  author  is  merely  the 
historian  of  what  he  has  seen-^— of  what^  indeed,  all  may  see  who 
choose  to  open  their  eyes.     He  has  no  particular  conceit  or  hy- 

{)othesis  to  deform  the  picture,  and  his  observations  are  general* 
y  inductive^  and  when  otherwise^  arie  hazarded  with  the  most 
becoming  candonr  and  modesty^  The  general  history  of  apo- 
plexy is  good,  and  eonveys  a  very  just  picture  of  the  disease.^ 
It  contains,  however,  no  observation  of  sufficient  novelty  or  im* 
portance  to  detain  us.  We  wish,  perhaps,  that  Dr  Cheyne  had 
dlwek  more  particularly  on  the  presaging  signs  and  symptoms  of 
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disease  which  mark  the  apoplectic  diathesis^  and  precede  often, 
for  a  long  tiine«  an  impending 4UU|ck« 

Hni  account  of  the  morbid  a|tpearan<^  exhibited  on  dissec- 
tipn,  clttiin^  more  particular!;  the  reader's  attention. 

In  dividing  thescxilp,  there  id  often  a  great  ffow  of  blood  froirt 
the  occipital  and  frontal  veins ;  indeed,  daring  the  whole  of  a 
dissection,^  die  blood  flows  from  all  part^  of  the  h^  ^  first  fr^m 
the  simerficial  veinS),  and  then  in  sttreams  from  the  sinuses,  so 
that  tne  quantity  collected  amounts  to  one  or  two  pounds,  or 
even  more.  Tlie  dura  mater  u  sometimes  thickened,  and  bound 
to  the  cranium  by  the  strongest  adbesiop^*  Th«  tuoica  arach-* 
Boides  is  occasionally  found  thickened  and  opake^  and  the  pia  ma- 
ter remarkably  vascular  ^  the  veins  are  noi  qnly  turgid,  but  there 
often  appears,  also,  high  arterial  action,  evidenced  by  a  bright 
vermOioD  tint,  soariet  extravasations,  the  membrane  seeming  as 
it  were  bk)od*shot.  Between  the  pia  mater  imd  ainchnoioes, 
there  is  often  observed  serous  effusion,  colourless,  turbid,  bloody, 
and  evtn  mixed  with  streaks  of  coagulable  lymph. 
.  The  substance  of  the  brain  is  often  unusually  firm,  and  when 
cot  into,  th^  numerous  points  of  blood  show  that  the  divided 
vessels  are  enlarged.  The  ventricles  are  often  enlarged,  and 
contain  serous  fluid  in  considerable  quantity. 

**  For  the  roost  part,  extravasated  blood  is  found  withia  the  era- 
mum,  sometimes  between  the  membranes,  sometimes  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  braird  Sometimes,  bursting  the  walls  and  fk)or  of  thcr 
ventricles,  we  find  a  great  effusion  of  Mood  both  in  the-suhstance 
of  the  brain  aad  in  the  ventricles.  Ceagalatad  Mood  has  haen  &un(b 
in  varioas  parts  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  of  ihe  same  sub*. 
ject ;  and  It  has  been  found  in  the  tbeca  vertebrarum.  I  have  never 
seen  extravasation  of  blood  on  tlie  surface  of  the  brain,  which  did 
liot  appear  to  have  arisen  from  a  rupture  of  its  substance;  but  in  a* 
case  communicated  to  me  by  a  friend,  the  bipod  seemed  lo-bave 
£owed  from  a  number  of  the  smaller  arteries  of  ihp  pia-  mater.  '* — 
**'  When  blood  is  eatravasated  into  the  substance  of  the  brain,  it  is 
contained  in  a  cavity,  the  walls  of  which  are  uneven  and  ragged ; 
and  in  this  irregular  cavity,  the  substance  of  the  brain  is  generally 
so  mixed  with  blood,  that  we  cannot  wash  the  bFeod  away  without 
Carrying  along  witl^^  it  portions  of  the  medullary  mafter.  ** 

.  He  has  seen  the  basilar  and  interual  carotid  arteries  consider- 
ably coWged*  But  the  extravasation  of  blood  seldom  if  ever  is 
'  iuund  lo  proceed  from  tlic  tjipture  of  a  considerable  branch ;  it 
It^as  never  oc(?irved.to  his  own  obsarvation.  He  denicjs  the  ge- 
neral or  frequent  existence  of  aneurisms,  ossification,  or  otiier 
#vid^t  diseased  state  of  the  arteries  of  the  brain,  as  the  predis* 
fosing  cause  of  these  eiTusions  and  eiuravasations  of  Uood  irt 
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"tlie  brain,  which  almost  always  arise  from  the  minuter  vessels  of 
its  substance. 

*^  It  is  not  by  the  scalpel  alone,  that  the  anatomist  can  demori« 

atrate  the  state  of  the  vessels  which  pour  the  blood  into  the  substance 

of  the  brain  during  apoplexy  ;  bbt  in  many  cases  after  he*h«s  expiM- 

-ed  the  seat  of  the  extravasati<^,  he  may,  by  means  of  a  ayringef  or 

by  a  paljent  use  of  a  caroeTs-hair  pencil,  by  washing  away  tbe  brokep 

portions  of  Che  brain,  and  carefully  removing  the  larger  masses  pf 

the  blood,  at  last,  ell  along  the  walls  of  tbe  irregular  cavity,  show 

nnany  vessels  not  larger  than  a  human  hair,  ending  in  small  clots  of 

•Uood ;  and  he  will  sometimes  6nd  the  same  appearance  in  various 

and  distinct  parts 'of  the  same  brain.     Hence  it  seems,  that  the  bleed* 

ing  does  not  depend  on  erosiop,  nor  is  it  owing  to  aneurism^  nor  os- 

aification,  but  to  a  great  and  simultaneous  action  of  the  smaller^  ar« 

leriea  of  a  hemisphere,  or  of  the  whole  braui ;  an  action  which,  strong 

M»  ihese  arteries  are,  they  in  general  are  unable  to  bear  without  a 

xupture  of  their  coats. " 

Generally,  then,  the  appearances  observed  in  tbe  brain  of  apo« 
plectics  may  be  thus  summed  «ip« 

*'  The  remains  of  an  excited  state  of  the  minute  arteries  of  the 
brain  and  ilsa  membranes,  this  probably  being  the  most  important, 
as  it  is  the  most  unvarying  appearance;  then  the  extravasation  of 
bloo^  prpbably  the  consequence  of  the  excited  state  of  the  vessels; 
the  turgescence  of  the  venous  system  ;  the  enlargement  of  the  ventrj. 
cles,  partial  and  general ;  and  lastly,  the  serous  effusion  which  is 
generally  found  in  various  parts  of  the  brain,  and  which  would  seem 
to  imply  previous  absorption  of  the  brain.  Again,  apoplexy, "  lie 
observes,  •*  is  probably  not  so  sudden  jel  disease  as  is  generally  thought; 
or  rather  the  attack  appears  conoeoted  with  phsng/es  wjhich  hay^  be^ 
going  OQ  fi>r  a  considerable  dtae.  This  opinion  is  supported,  by  ti^a 
duration  of  the  disordered  functions,  which  denote  the  apoplectic 
diathesis,  and  by  the  various  appearances  which  are  observed  on  dis- 
section: the  subsUnce  of  the  brain  is  changed  in  consistence;  the 
membranes  h»e  lost  their  transparency;  and  we  seldom  make  a 
dissection  after  apoplexy,  without  detecting  preternatural  serous  eU 
fusion." 

Sucb  is  the  condition  of  the  brain  in  the  disease  distinctively 
called  sanguitteaus  apoplexy.  The  ewstence  of  sercois  aP^P*^^ 
has  been  fy  some  entirely  denieA  It  is  surely  ^^J^-,JT^ 
occurrence ;  and  the  symptoms  which  hare  been  v«^*^^  ?^^ 
authors  as  distinguishing  it,  are  not  to  be  trusted  td,  as  tnfy  -  ^^ 
repeatedly  been  observed  in  those  cases,  which  ^'ssecUCMin 
terwards  proved  to  have  been  sanguineous.  An  one  c^^  ^ 
ot  the  many  which  have  been  attended  by  Dr  9*®^"^.  "Ltw,n« 
^appearances  of  serous  apoplexy  been  exhibited  pn  oisac*'*^ 
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there  was  eztoisive  serous  effusion,  without  extravasation  or  coiw 

festion  of  blood  i  the  substance  of  the  brain  was  unusually  softs 
ut  even  here,  the  pia  mater  exhibited  signs  of  inflammation,  and 
the  increasj^d  number  of  its  minute  blood-vessels,  bore  testimony 
.to  the  co-existence  of  increased  vascular  action. 

*<  When  we  find,  after  a  faUl  case  of  apoplexy,  that  we  can  uncover 
the  brain,  without  the  escape  of  a  single  drop  of  blood ;  that  the  brain 
is  soft  and  colourless ;  the  ventricles  enlarj^d,  and  perhaps  distended 
wiMi  serum ;  the  plexus  choroides  pale ;  we  see  a  very  different 
disease  from  what  is  described  in  tliis  volume  at  such  length,  and 
which  Galen  has  emphatically  characterized,  *  multo  nimirum  san- 
guine m  principium  animantis  confertum  irruente* '  ^ 

He  has  been  told  by  a  celebrated  anatomist, 

••— *'  that  the  morbid  appearances  of  the  brain,  after  what  was  qon^ 
^idered  serous  apoplexy,  when  instantaneously  fatal,  as  whea  a  nan 
walking  quietly  along  has  dropt  down  dead  m  th^  streets,  have 
sometimes  barely  enidbled  him  to  give  such  an  account  of  the  di»r 
aection,  as  might  seem  to  explain  the  patient's  death.  And  in  con- 
firmation of  this  remark,  Mr  Fy£Fe  the  anatomist  informs  me,  tha( 
in  several  instances  he  has  scarcely  been  able  to  detect  any  morbid 
appearances  in  the  heads  of  persons  who  had  died  suddenly,  as  was 
fupposed,  of  serous  apoplexy.  Perhaps  a  little  watery  e^sion  oa 
the  surface  of  the  brain,  between  the  convolutionsi  or  in  the  ventri^ 
pies,  was  all  he  had  to  note.  •' 

The  fourth  letter  of  Morgagni,  which  treats  of  serous  apo- 
plexy, contains  fifteen  or  twenty  cases,  with  dissections ;  but  of 
these  only  three  appear  to  belong  to  this  variety^  Upon  the 
whole,  Dr  Cbcyne  infers,  that  serous  apoplexy,  compared 
with  san^ineousy  is  a  very  rare  disease.  We  are  6ti|l  left  in 
the  dark  during  the  life  of  our  patients,  as  there  are  no  symptoms 
sufficiently  characteristic  of  it,  to  distinguish  it  from  cases  of 
sanguineous  congestion  and  effusion.  The  aged,  the  pale,  and 
jeucophlegmatic  have  had  the  brain  lacerated  and  injected  with 
plood. 

These  pathological  observations  are  of  the  utmost  impprtance. 
It  appears  that,  in  almost  every  case  of  apoplexy,  there  is  a 
high  excitement  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  ;  that  the  effusion  of 
))lood,  no  less  than  the  serous  efiusiop^  proceeds  generally  from 
minute  vessels,  from  a  number  o^ extreme  branches,  and  not  from 
•the  rupture  of  any  larger  trunk  ox  branch ;  and  consequently 
|hat  much  may  be  done  to  obviate  the  diatbebis,  and,  when  the 
fittadc  has  taken  place,  to  recover  the  patient,  by  preventing  on 
•moderating  the  effusion.  The  most  prompt  and  effectual  means 
fxf  doing  tnis»  would  seem  to  ^e,  tp  jessep  the  e;s^citement  an^ 
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frf*  dbe  wamsAr  sg^bgrn^  hv  vidow^in^  the  TC^^^fe, 
and  Ifinfiung  the  prnmiiiiii'i  power  of  the  heart  sad  lar^nn*  cr^' 
AbA  tkim  k  flHrei^  the  HMtiis  v^iidi  Un^  et^l£riefft^e^  of 
to  be  the  Btist  proai|»t  and  tdbctiiai.     The 
of  accompifshinjr  our  indication,  h«s  iodeed 
befttt  oilwtlniiHtfdy  and  fay  fome  phygicutns  neykcted>   DrOK^ne 
hltt,  therefore,  at;  great  le&gdi,  rechrvoed  the  snhject^  and  re^ 
moTcd,   we  tfarnk,   erery  oi:5«tiaii  wbkh  can  be  opposed  to* 
hlood-iettirg,  whkji  he  is  conriDced  is  not  only  ihe  most  effw- 
tual  remedy  in  apap)exy^  bet  much  roore  eSedail  than  all  o- 
thers  in  osa    Our  own  experioice,  vhich  has  tiot  been  inroiH 
siderabiet  and  ve  may  add,  we  believe,  that  of  afl  the  physic 
€3iani^  of  thiB  adicNily  eotirdy  coincides  with  that  of  our  aalhor.* 
I^othiM  can  be  moie  Cdlacioixsy  than  the  celebrated  ofaserration 
of  Dr  FcNhefgilL     Of  those  who  are  attacked  with  apoplexrf  - 
midaiifatadiy  tnanj  die,  apd  others  who  survire  remain  paralytic 
ill  some  of  thMr  Imibai  betauise  the  brain  has  already  sufl^Ved 
irreparable  ^injnty  froin  efiusion  of  Uood,  and  hceration  of  ita 
aobstanee;  an  effect  which  blood-letting  nerer  can  occasion^ 
which  it  never  is  known  to  pixxiuoe  in  other  diseases,  and  which 
never  follows  epistaxis,  or  other  natural  haemorrhage^,  howieTer 
profiise,  but  which  such  evacuations  are  most  likely  to  obvikte 
and  prerent.     The  oniy  case,  perhaps,  in  which  we  would  hes^* 
tate  to  bked,^  is  sarous  apoplex}-.     To  the  inferei>ee  drawn  froalk 
this  case,  as  an  argument  against  blood-Jetting  as  a  remedy  in 
apopleKjj  Dr  Cbeyn^  replies —  .      " 

**  The  physicians  who  object  to  blood-letting  in  apoplexy,  lest  tlie 
attack  sbould  be  of  the  serous  kind^  are  bound  first  to  teach  us  how 
to  distinguish  this  species;  and  secondly,  to  prove,  tliat  blood-letting 
is  injurious  to  a  patient  in  serous  apoplexy  ;  neither  of  which  they 
have  done. 

''  Cases  are  recorded,  in  which  the  vessels  of  the  brain  have  been 
found  gorged,  or  in  which  blood  has  been  cxtravasated,  in  pale,  re- 
laxed, emaciated  old  men  and  women,  who  have  led  a  life  of  tenV'* 
perancCt  or  even  absteroioustiess :  therefore,  the  existence  of  serotia 
apoplexy  is  not  determined  by  the  'appearance;  the  age,  sex,  nor 
erea  by  the  habits  of  the  patient ;  yet  these  are  the  circumstances 
upon  which  the  diagnostic  hitherto  has  been  rested.  Most  protest 
sional  readers  know  how  long  and  how  well  Morgngni  and  Pi>rtal 
have  studied  pathology ;  yet  we  in  vain  seek  in  the  wriaugi  of  either^ 
for  certain  means  of  distinguisliing  serous  from  sangiiiueouH  apoplo^ 
xy.  For  the  mere  practical  physician,  Portal  indeed  has  cut  tho 
knot,  by  recommending  the  same  treatment  in  both  varieties.  '* 

The  case  of  ser  u^  apoplexy  is  comparatively  a  rare  one,  and 
even  in  it  there  are  Hiarks  of  vascular  excitement.    Pr  Cheyne 
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i^  OS  that  he  hat  attended  fifty  fatal  caies  of  .«]>opkigrf  and  of 
theie  only  one  was  a  case  of  serous  apoplexy. 

''  Mowi"  he  obtenres,  **  admittmg  this  propmrtboy  that  there  tft  I 
fifbr  cases  of  sanguineous  apoplexy  which  reouirathe  physieiaa'vas- 
sisUncev  for  one  of  serous,  (and  as  some  aistinguisbed  pbysidsns 
bare  altogether  denied  the  existence  of  serous  apople9cy»  it  is  probs* 
tile  Aat  I  have  not  overrated  the  proportion)|  we  may  find  an  srgu* 
inseiit  in  fisvoiir  of  blood*lettingy  which  will  not  be  easiljr  oyertuioed 
Hfon  the  relative  frequency  of  the  two  species  of  the  disease.  '* 

.  In  the  treatment  of  apoplexjTs  we  must  recollect  the  urgency  of 
tlia  ease*  and  the  cause  whicli  is  destroying  the  brain«  Our  ob- 
ject ia  to  iKminish  vascular  excitcmen  t|  aiid  to  prevent  or  moderate 
*A  destructive  effusion,  which  would  put  an  end  to  life  i  and^  as 
in  pnenmonia,  we  must  persevere  till  this  object  ia  acoompliibed, 
CDT  till  th^re  is  no  longer  hope  of  accomplishing  it*  A  few  oances 
of  Mood  will  not  do  this  in  either  case.  We  must  bleed  kigdy^ 
and  repeat  the  operation  according  to  the  necessity  of  the  esse.  ^ 
ff  It  ottgl^t  to  be  known, ''  savs  our  author,  **  that  fiom  six  to 
fdgbt  pounds  of  blood  have  oeen  taken  from  a  person  by  no 
nseona  robust,  before  the  disease,  which  ended  fisvourably,  be* 
0aii  lo  yield. '^ 

' '  /rhe  other  remedies  which  are  commonly  employed  in  apor 
pldxy  are  emetics,  purges,  and  Misters.    On  eacli  of  these  Dr 
Ofaeyne  hat  X^voured  us  with  excellent  remarks.    lie  enters  into 
|be  argument  on  the  subject  of  emetics,  and  discusees  it  at  con- 
aidcrabie  length.    He  has  shown,  wc  think,,  in  a  very  satisfiictory 
manner,  that  where  the  atomach  is  evidently  overloaded  bv  re- 
cent  crapulence,  this  evacuation,  excited  by  the  most  gentle 
Ddeana,  may  beconie  necessary  and  useful ;  but  that  generally  eme^ 
.tics  are  improper  remedies  in  apoplexy.   Purgatives  are,  on  every 
principle  of  reason  and  experience,  to  be  preferred  for  relieving 
the  itooiach  anfl  prim®  vi^  in  thi^  di^oaise.    Of  blisters,  his  ex- 
perience does  not  speak  very  highly.    They  do  not  seem  very 
IsppHcable,'  i]iore  pairtici^arly  in  the  begin;iing  of  apoplectic  at- 
tack ;  and  though  b^  ha^  oftep  h^  recourse  to  them,  lie  has 
pever  dbtinctly  seen  a  patient  in  apopjexy  relieved  by  blistering* 
.   Haying  concluded  hi^  general  history  of  apoplexy,  and  thrown 
much  inter^tiug  Kght  on  the  pathoWy  lind  the  therapeutics  of 
this  disease*,  onr  author  proceeds  to  the  relation  of  bis  cases  and 
dissections,  twentyrthree  in  number,  which  is  followed  up  by  9 
himinous  and  instructive  comnrientary.     But  these  observatiousi 
howeyer  valuable,  bur  limits  oblige  us  to  pa§8  over  for  the  prc: 
sent. . 

'  We  must,  however,  take  some  notice  of  our  author^s  opinions 
on  the  sufajject  of  Lethargy.  His  observations  have  led  nim  to 
g^d^tiop  the  propriety  with  Tjrhipfa  Dr  Cuilen  has  classed  such 
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diseases  as  catalepsis,  extaisis,  cams,  cataphora»  and  lethargiia 
with  apoplexy,  between  which  and  these  diseases  there  is,  be 
thinks,  a^distinction  which  should  be  restored. 

A  fair  and  delicate  scrofulous  girl,  Dr  Cheyne  had  repeatedly- 
seen  aflfected  in'the  following  manner :  *^  Her  eyes  became  fixeut 
and  without  expression  ;  her  eyelids  dropt,  but  not  so  complete*' 
}y  as  to  cover  the  pupil ;  her  complexion  did  not  change ;  she 
was  to  every  appearance  insensible,  and  her  breathing  was  so  low 
that  it  was  not  to  be  heard.     Her  body  lay  in  the  position  in' 
which  it  was  when  the  fit  seized  her.    She  had  no  warning  of 
these  attacks,  which  generally  lasted  some  minutes  $  her  friends 
knew  the  fit  was  over  when  they  heard  her  sigh.     She  died  be* 
fore  she  reached  her  fifteenth  year,  of  an  attack  of  molsena.  '*    > 
"^  Such  cases  as  this,  cases  of  somnolency^  of  sudden  confttsimi  ; 
and  loss  of  memory,  widi  little  or  no  diminution  of  the  power  oft'* 
aoMe  and  motion,*— cases  in  which  the  patient  is  torpid^  and  passes 
Hiudi  of  his  time  in  sleep,  so  deep  that  he  cannot  easily  be  rops^ 
edf  and,  when  excited  to  look  up,  or  answer  a  question,  again  ic0^ 
lapses  into  profound  sleep,— differ  widely  from  apoplexy  in  many 
particulars ;  and,  until  the  time  of  Dr  CuUen,  was  carefully  di^* 
tinguished  from  it,  by  the  names  of  letbargus,  cataphora,  and 
earns* 

V  There  are  considerable  affinities,  however,  betweeiK^IL  these' 
(diseases;  and,  notwithstanding  the  very  judicious  observations* 
pow  before  us,  there  still  appears  to  be  much  diiSculty  attached 
€o  this  inquiry.  It  may  be  easy  to  decide  upon  a  cose  of  lethar* 
gus,  or  even  of  cataphora;  but  between  earns  and  apoplexy  the 
diagnosis  b  obscure ;  and  from  the  slightest  case  of  lethargy, 
%o  caru^,  or  apople:^y,  there  spem^  almost  an  insensible  grada- 
tion. »       • 

«'  A  sudden  and  permanent  loss  of  reooUcction,  with  torpor  and 
^Ofnnolencyy  has  been  called  ^  paralytic  attack ;  but  when  unaccom* 
panied  with  loss  off  muscular  po%ver,  or  of  sensation,  it  is  with  more 
propriety  to  be  epnsidered  as  lethargic. '' 

tJndoubtedly,  in  such  a  lease,  the  disti^nctidn  is  evident  But 
in  the  extreme  ca$e  of  let}iargy,  as  in  cafus,  the  patient  is  not  to 
l)e  excited  by  noise,  shaking,  or  even  by  pricking  or  pinching  th^ 
^in.     In  carus  Any  attempt  to  rouse  him  is  unavailing. 

Again,  in  the  beginning  of  apoplexy,  the  patient  may  be  ex-*' 
cited,-^he  starts  when  pricked  with  tiie  lancet )  but  as  the  dis« 
erase  advances  towards  a  ff^tal  termination,  he  becom^^s  ipore  arid 
more  insensible,  and  no  kind  of  excitation  a&cts  him.  Indeed,' 
Dr  Cheyne  has  alleged,  that  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  see 
earns  after  apoplexy  itself  j  the  patient,  after  a  certain  time,  be- 
eominji  pale,  with  a  slow  depressed  puke,  breathing  softly,  but 
j»tally  mexciteable*    l(\i\\%  tbcni  lethargy,  cataphora^  and  apor 
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pkfsjf  and  ctrus^  are  in  regdar  sequenee,  and  flometifnes  pett 
into  each  d|her;  and  if  we  take  serous  apoplexy  as  another 
link,  we  shall  find  the  whole  sutgect  still  perplexed  with  infi-t 
nite  difficulty. 

Generally,  however,  it  appears,  that  there  is  not  a  necessary  or 
constant  connexion  between  letharmc  and  apoplectic  diseases  A 
propensity  to  sieep^  and  a  forgetfulness  of  recent  events,  are  the 
mndwg  symptoms  of  lethargy,:— symptoms  which  are  often  found 
ta  occur  without  any  loss  of  sensation  or  of  voluntary  raotioD ; 
and  persons  in  hemiplegia  are  often  in  possession  of  every  intet* 
lectuol  faculty  $-*-their  memory  may  be  unimpaired,  and,  so  far 
£rom  being  lethargic,  we  not  unfrequently  find  them  restless,  and^ 
complaining  of*  want  of  sleep. 

It  appears  also,  that  these  different  stales  of  letlmrgy  and  apo- 
f>iexy  are  represented  by  different  states  of  the  brain.  In  lelhar« 
fpc  complaints,  the  diseased  appearances  are  moat  reroaHiable  on 
die  surface  of  the  brain,  which  is  found  covered  with  setaus  ef» 
fiasion  $  and  the  membranes,  particularly  the  arachnoides,  under 
which  much  of  the  watery  deposition  is  confilned,  are  opake. 
There  are  n.arks  also  of  previous  excitement ;  and  the  substunce 
of  the  brain,  especially  the  cortical  part,  is  Saccid  and  moist. 
In  apoplexy  and  palsy,  the  diseased  appearances  are  sanguineous 
and  serous  effuaion  into  the  ventricles  and  substance  of  the 
biain« 
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VIII. 

Qn  the  Morbid  Sensihilitf/  of  the  Eye^  eommonly  called  Weakness 
of  Sight,  By  John  Stevenson,  Member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons.    London^  1810. 

W£  have  often  thought,  that  tlie  title-page  and  dedicaticm  of 
a  book  might  be  justly  compared  to  a  man's  first  intruduc^ 
tion  amongst  a  society  of  strangers.  The  size  and  beauty  of 
the  t}pe  coincide  with  his  dress  and  gestures ;  whilst  the  matter 
which  the  pages  contain,  resemble  the  more  prominent  features 
of  his  mind,  and  the  intelligence  of  his  countenance.  What  . 
opinion,  then,  are  we  to  form  of  a  work,  whose  title-page  con- 
tains merely  a  symptom  of  disease,  met  with  in  almost  every  af- 
fection of  an  organ;  or  what  notion  can  we  form  of  the  upright,r 
pianly  and  independent  conduct  of  a  medical  man  w|io  stoop  to 
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place  a  profeesionnl  work  at  the  foot  of  a  Lady  of  Qfudityl  Wc 
are  far  from  wishing  to  detract  from  the  character  of  (he  **  Lady 
Viscountess  Percevali  "  the  chosen  One  to  whom  the  author  has 
dedicated  his  work.  Nor  do  we  presume  to  doubt  that  **  com* 
passion  for  the  afflicted  is  not  the  least  amiable  or  promibent 
feature  in  her  truly  estimable  character.  "  Yet  we  cannot  re^ 
frain  from  remarking,  that,  in  our  opinion}  her  name  is.  brought 
forward  before  the  public  in  a  manner,  and  in  a  place*  highly 
degrading  to  her  rank  and  sex;  and  had  even  Lady  Perceval  beeii 
one  of  the  most  cdebrated  blue-stocking  ladies  of  the  day^  we  do 
not  think  that  she  should  have  allowed  ner  name  to  appear  in  the 
dedication  of  such  a  l>ook. 

Our  author,  in  his  introduction,  points  out  how  indjspensabk^ 
how^  ornamental  the  organ  of  vision  is;  and  he  is  afterwards  led 
to  draw  some  very  important  conclusions  on  the  diseases  of  the 
orgsxtf  which  he  indeed  expresses  in  a  sentimental  and  afiectih^ 
manner  i  It  has  afforded  him  exquisite  delight,  to  find  that  die 
diseases  of  the  eye,  *'  which*  have  been  in  a  great  measure  mo*- 
nopolized  hy presuming  and  ignorant  empirics^  utterly  igtiorant  of 
the  principles  and  practice  of  medical  science,  is  now  considered 
not  less  important  than  any  other  branch  of  surgery  1  "  (p.  2.) 

Xhus  Mr  Stevenson  renounces,  at  the  outset^  all  pretensions  tx$ 
empiricism  and  quackery,  and  adds,  *^  having  for  some  time 
past,  altogether  relinquished  general  practice,  {in  the  exercise  of 
which  i  have  been  for  many  years  extensively  engaged),  for  the 
express  purpose  of  devoting  my  attention  exclusively  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  eye  and  ear.  "  (p.  3.)  We  will  not  attempt  to 
calculate  the  degree  of  this  pleasure  by  any  measure,  either  moral 
or  physical;  but  we  most  cordially  join  him  in  expressing  out 
gratification,  could  we  believe  that  he  is  the  man  who  has  re- 
leased the  duties  of  the  oculist  from  the  hands  of  the  ignorant 
and  presuming  empiric.  If  Mr  Stevenson  had  been  acquainted 
with  th^  history  of  medicine,  and  of  those  men  who  have  con- 
tributed most  to  its  improvement,  he  surely  could  not  have  ves- 
tured to  intrude  such  sentiments  before  the  public.  We  have 
always  conceived,  and  our  opinion  is  not  a  singular  one,  that  the 
practice  of  the  medical  art,  and  the  study  of  the  science  of  medi- 
cine, were  one  and  the  same,  and  that  diseases  of  any  particuiaif 
organ  could  not  be  treated  with  ability  and  skill,  but  by  those 
who  had  acquired  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  the 
whole  bod}'.  Upon  these  general  principles,  we  havp  aiwaya 
condemned  those  who  have  pretended  that  any  knowledge  could 
be  obtained  in  the  diseases  and  treatment  of  a  particular  organ, 
hy  practising  on  that  organ  alone,  which  the  general  practitioner 
plight  i^ot  ac<}uire.    On  the  Contin^nti  the  two  most  celebrated 
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WTgsan9  of  the  present  day,  Richter  and  Scaipa,  hare  cootribQt- 
ed  greatfy  to  our  stock  of  knowledge  on  the  diseases  of  the  eyes; 
and  in  oar  own  oonntrjr,  the  work  of  Mr  GibscMi  may  be  men- 
tboed^  atn6ngst  many  others,  as  a  strong  illustration  of  oar  opi- 
naoo.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  ear,  from  the  in|reoioa8 
obserrations  of  Mr  Cooper.  Bat  to  proceed  to  the  work  befiire 
us. — We  hare  already  lound  fiiult  with  its  title-page,  as  it  mere- 
ly expresses  a  symptom  which  occurs  in  many  diseases  of  the 


im.  In  the  greater  proporUon  of  the  diseasei  of  this  oir;^n, 
wea  not  the  retina  acquire  a  morbid  degree  of  sensibility  J 
And  in  nearly  as  great  a  proportion  is  there  not  a  weakness  of 
eight  ?  The  pcruuil  of  the  work  is  a  proof  <if  oar  remarks,  as 
It  cootaSns  »  htstorjr  of  some  diseases  (diiefly  inflammation  of 
the  parts  contained  m  the  posterior  chamber)  where  thia  nKN'faid 
aeosihility  of  the  eye  is  merely  a  avmplom*  The  whole  merit 
which  we  conceive  the  author  to  daim  to  himself  in  this  work* 
wnd  the  only  apok)gy  whidi  we  ca»  find  for  hia  writing  a  book, 
js  to  show,  tliat  these  cases,  commonly  called  weakness  of  sight, 
have  been  generally  and  very  ansuccessfiiUy  treated  by  tonic  mei> 
didnes;  and  that  our  author  has  successfully  employed  an  oppo* 
site  mode  of  treatment,  by  bleeding,  purgatives,  and  the  anti- 
phlogistic regimen.  « 


^^■"-^^••« 


IX. 

Communications  relative  to  the  Datura  Stramonium,  or  Thom^ 
apple :  as  a  Cure  or  Relief  of  Asthma  :  address^  to  the  Editor 

.  cf  the  AbniiUyMagagine:  several  ^tiem  never  bffbrepmblish^ 
ed.    Lond.  181U    pp.90. 

IT  is  a  trite  obserration,  that  on  the  introduction  of  new,  or  re- 
vival of  neglected  remedies,  two  opposite  faults  are  frequent- 
ly committed.  By  some  they  are  extolled  for  powers  which  thev 
do  not  possess,  while  others  deny  them  aB  virtues;  and  it  is  sen 
dom,  until  after  repeate<l  fluctuations,  that  thdr  real  value  is  at 
last  ascertained  ana  generally  admitted. 

TIte  subject  of  this  treatise  furnishes  a  striking  example  of  the 
truth  of  these  remarks.  Stramonium  was  for  a  short  time  extolled 
SM  an  almost  infallible  remedy  in  the  cure  of  mania  and  meloncho* 
Jia,  and  then  tell  into  total  n^lect.  Once  more  it  has  become 
fashionable,  for  the  cure  of  s^  totally  different  disease,  anci  its  new* 
ly  le^ribed  ^wers  are  stiU  a  naatter  ^f  keen  poptipvers^< 
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.  The  first  {iublic  notice  of  these  was  in  a  letter  to  the  Editor  of 
tlie  Monthly  Magazine,  signed  Ferm^  but  now  acknowledged  by 
Mr  Sills,  a  respectable  merchant  in  London,  who  bad  cferived 
creat  benefit  from  its  use.  The  history,  however^  of  its  intro^ 
duction,  is  very  concisely  detailed  in  the  following  letter,  froni 
Dr  Sims  of  Guildford  Street. 

"  Some  time  in  the  Vear  1802, 1  receiTed  from  General  Gent  a  ref 
medy  that  he  had  not  long  before  brought  from  Madras,  which,  tlie 
General  informed  me,  was  used  there  as  a  specific  for  relieving  the 
paroxysm  of  asthma,  and  that  it  was  preiTared  from  the  roots  of  the  witd 
purple-flowered  thorn  apple  (Datura^roj).  The  roots  had  been  cut 
mto  slips  as  soon  as  gathered,  dried  m  the  shade,  and  then  beat  into 
fibres  resembKilg  coarse  hemp.  The  mode  of  using  it  was  by  smoking 
it  in  a  pipe  at  the  time  of  the  paroxj^^sm,  either  by  itself  6r  mixed  witn 
tobacco,  according  as  the  patients  were  previously  addicted  to  bmok* 
ing  or  not.  General  Gent  procured  this  remedy  from  Dr  Anderson; 
physician-general  at  Madras,  who  both  recommended  it,  and,  I  be* 
iieve,  used  it  himself. 

"  I  happened  at  this  time  to  be  atten£ng  the  datighter  of  an  emi« 
nent  physician,  labouring  under  phthisis  pulmonalis,  combined  with 
asthma,,  as  appeared  to  me  from  the  frequent  paroxysms  of  difficulty 
of  breathing,  not  usual  in  pure  phthisis^  aft  least  in  so  early  a  sti^  of 
the  disorder.  With  a  view  of  alleviating  these  distressing  paroxysmsy 
I  recorameaded  a  trial  of  this  remedy,  which  to  roe  was  at  that  time 
perfectly  new.  The  relief  obtained  was  far  beyond  expectation } 
and,  altheugh  gradually  sinking  under  an  incurable  disease,  this  amia* 
blie  lady  continued  to  experience  great  satisfaction  in  its  use,  almost 
to  the  fatal  termination. 

<*  Soon  af^er  this,  meetine  with  Mr  Toulmin,  surgeon  of  Hackney* 
at  a  time  when  he  was  much  harassed  by  frecfuent  paroxysms  of  asthma, 
under  which  he  had  been  suffering  for  several  years,  1  recommended 
the  same  remedy  to  him.  He  received  so  mudi  benefit  from  its  use, 
that  I  gladly  transferred  all  of  the  remedy  that  I  had  left  to  him. 
But  the  quantity  not  being  sufBdent  to  last  long,  he  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  our  common  thorn-apple  (Datura  Stramonium),  of 
whic^h  1  had  advised  him  to  try  the  stalks,  as  the  Hoots  of  this  species 
are  small  and  fibrous.  Mr  Tpulmin  experienced  nearly  the  same  re-i 
lief  from  thts  as  from  the  ^t  India  plant :  he  likewise  tried  the 
leaves,  but  could  hardly  disfinguish  these  from  tobaecfo,  either  in  taste 
or  effects.  From  Mr  Toulmin,  the  knowledge  of  this  remedy  was 
communicated,  among  others,  to  your  correspondent  (Mr  Sills). 

**  1  have  two  purposes  to  answer  by  the  above  commonication.  In 
die  first  place,  it  wUl  serve  to  point  out  the  history  of  the  introduction 
of  a  remedy  which  promises  to  become  an  important  addition  to  the 
Materia  Medica ;  not  that  I  can  claim  any  merit  from  the  shate  that 
I  have  accidenta}ty  had  in  it ;  but  the  principal  intention  I  have  had 
in  view,  was  to  show  that  the  original  remedy,  as  nsed  in  the  East 
Indies,  as  not  exactly  the  same  as  what  is  osed  here*  It  is  indt^d 
hi^ly  probaWc  that  both  species  have  nearly  similar  rirUies  >  bui  (h» 
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•■e  mkf  pciiiaps  be  more  eflkactom  fhan  the  odier. '  It  Ittb  be  bop* 
td  tbat  prepaied  rooU  imll  be  iatportedfrom  Madras,  m  order  that 
tach  patient!  as  maj  not  have  experienced  the  promised  relief  from 
smokmg  tl^  stalks  of  Datura  Stramonium^  najhave  aa  opportunity 
p£  trying  whether  the  roou  of  Datura  Feroz  may  be  efficacious. 

**  More  care  ought  to  be  taken  tn  the  preparation  of  the  stramoniom 
than  is  usually  done.  The  stalka  ought  to  be  cut  into  slender  slips 
vhile  recept,  an^  dried  quickly.  In  our  climate  the  generaldirectioo 
pf  drying  in  the  shade  is  injurious  to  most  herbs ;  the  quicker  they 
are  dried,  the  more  they  contain  of  the  taste  and  colour,  and  conse*" 

Sueotly  of  the  virtues  of  the  fresh  plants. .  I  observe^  that,  of  late, 
le  whole  plant  is  sold  in  the  physic  herb-shops,  as  a  remedy  for  the 
asthma.  Mow.it  ought  to  be  generaUy  known  that  the  leaves,  and 
inore  especially  the  ^ripe  capsule  and  seeds  of  the  thom«apple,  arf 
a  very  powerful,  nay  even  a  deleterious  narcotic,  if  taken  internally, 
and  probably  cannot)  in  all  cases,  be  even  smoked  with  impunity. 
Yet  the  leaves,*  according  to  the  experience  of  Mr  Toulmin  himself^ 
are  not  possessed  of  the  same  powers,  in  allayiag  the  asthmatic  ^a^ 
loxysros,  as  the  comparatively  mild  and  innocent  stalks  and  roots.  ^ 

We  shall  now  make  a  few  quotations  from  the  cases  contained 
in  these  letlers.  Mr  Sills  first  describes  th^  symptoms  of  hiqi 
asthma,  and  the  effect  of  the  stramonium  iipoUihimi  and  bia 
manner,  of  using  it. 

^f  The  sis]thmatic  parosLysm  usually  came  on  about  tlxpo  o'clock  in 
|he  morning,  when  I,  was  suddenly,  surprise^  from  sleep  with  violeal 
conrulsive  heavings  of  the  chest ;  and  I  waa  scarcely  allowed  .time  ta 
place  myself  upright  in  a  diair,  where  I  sat  resting  mysdf  upon  my 
elbows,  and  with  my  feet  upon  the  ground  (for  I  could  not  bear  them 
in  an  horissontal. posture),  before"  I  Underwent  a  sense,  as  it  were^of 
immediate  suffocation.  Thefts  .generally  continued,  with  shcort  in* 
termis^ionsy  froyn  thirty-sii:  hours  to  three  days  and  nights  successively! 
during  which  tinie  I  have  often,  in  the  seeming  agonies  of  death,  giv* 
en  myself  over,  and  even  wished  for  that  termination  of  my  miseries* 
fp  *\^?  »n>iablt  friend  and  mo^t  respecuble  surgeon  at  Hackney  (Mr 
Toulxnin),  first  persuaded  me  to  smoke  the  divine  Stramonium,  to- 
^iHch  J  owe  altogether  my  present  freedom  from  pain  and  renewed 
capacity  of  enjoyment. 

*t  It  is  ihe.rbot  b^ily,  ai)d  lower  part  of  the  stem  of  this  plant,  which 
seem  to  possess  .its  anti-asihmatic  virtue :  these  should  be  cut  into 
small  pieces,  and  put  iptp  a  common  tobacco-pipe,  and  the  smote 
must  be  swallowed,  together  ^\th  the  salivk  produced  by  the  smoke  | 
alter  which  the  sufferer  will,  in  a  few  minutes,  be  relieved  from  all 
Ir^r^^'^'l'l'V^  *^^^r»^g«»  and  probably  drop  into  a  comfortable  sfeepj 
IprT^  1  ^*  ^'^^  ^'^^^^  refreshed,  and,  in  general,  perfectly  recb- 
hT^k^J^  L***  }y^  '^  ^^®  invariable  effect  produced  upoii  myself. 
aarv  o^^  '  ^^  .^^^  ^^^"»»  *^°»<5  drinking  with  the  pipe,  a  too  ordi- 
nary  accompaniment  „of  smoking.  • 

a  verv  i^^  ^^^  ^^^^  brandy  and  water  with  the  pipe,  but  it  proved 
J  niproper  combination  >  a  dij»h  of  coffee,  however,  I  ofkea  isk^ 
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after  it,  and  find  it  highly  refreshmg.  I  should  mention  that  strong 
coffee  has  frequently  been  recommended  to  me,'  but  never  produced 
any  beneficial  effect  as  a  cure  for  asthma. 

<*  This  plant  is  delightfully  fragrant :  and  although  it  has  been  re* 
garded  hitherto  as  of  a  poisonous  nature  when  taken  inwardly,  -yetj 
have  smoked  a  dozen  pipes  at  a  time,  without  experiencing  from  them 
any  other  inconvenience,  than  a  slight  excoriation,  or  soreness  of  ^le 
to^ue. " 

Dr  Reid  says,  that  in  several  other  instances  of  similar. disease^ 
the  success  has  been  equally  remarkable  and  complete.    Mr  Wil« 
fis  of  Bristol  states  its  success  in  his  owii  case;  likewise  Mr  Yom^ 
of  Aberdeen.     Mr  Woodrow  of  Norwich  states,  that  he  haa 
smoked  the  stramonium  since  last  September,  and  almost  inva-** 
riably  experienced  great  relief  in  respiration;  but  he  did  not  find 
that  It  diminished  the  daily  nccumulatipns  of  phlegm.    Mr  R»im 
born  of  Al^eston  in  Derbyshire,  a  sepuagintarian,  was  also  greatly 
beocfited  by  it;  but  it  must  be  remarked  that  he  used  the  stalo 
9pd  seed-'vessels.    The  last  testimony  in  favour  of  the  stramoniuo^ 
wiiich  we  shall  notice,  is  in  the  following  letter  from  Mr  Sills. 
^  **  You  are  at  perfect  Uberty  to  make  every  use  of  my  name  respect^ 
ing  the  stramonium  you  thiok  proper,  and  may  add,  that  I  continue 
to  derive  increased  good  ejects  from  the  ase  of  it.    In  truth,  the  asth- 
ma is  destroyed  1     I  drink  beer,  eat  of  every  thing ;  aud  if  my  min<^ 
wa$  as  free'  ftdm  perplexity,  as  my  body  is  from  asthma,  I  should  a* 
gain  enjoy  jny  existence.     I  never  experienced  torpor  or  any  ill  effect 
whatever;  and!  would  rather  be  without  life  than  without  stramonium*** 
-   This  evidence,  thoug^  ftar  from  decisive,  is  sufficient  to  entitle' 
the  stratnonium  to  a  fair  and  varied  trial,  under  the  superin-. 
t'endence  of  attentiTe  pracdtioners.     Of  the  activity  of  manv* 
parts  of  the  stramonium,  there  are  unfortunately  too  many  proois 
on  record,  and  we  fear  that  its  indiscriminate  use  as  a  popular 
remedy  may  be  attended  with  danger,  especially  as  we  well  know 
that  the  leaves  and  seed-vessels,  and  even  the  poisonous  aeeds,  ar9 
often  used  instead  of  the  principal  stalk,  which  is  the  part  spe*' 
eiaHy  recommended,  and  is  said  to  be  comparatively  mild  and 
innocent    We  should  also  think  that  the  direction  given  to  swid^ 
k>w  the  saliva  expited  by  inhaling  its  smoke,  ought  to  be  follow- 
ed with  great  caution.     From  the  analogy  of  tobacco,  we  should 
fiiar  that  it  would  be  extremely  apt  to  derange  the  stomach ;  for 
We  know  that  experienced  smokers  carefully  avoid  swallowing  ther 
aeliva  impregnated  with  the  condensed  fumes  of  the  smoke.    Be^ 
atdea,  we  consider  the  novelty  and  advantage  of  the  practice  of 
smoking  stramonium,  to  consist  in  applying  the  remedy  directly 
to  the  seat  of  the  disease.     The  coloured  engraving,  said  to  re-* 
present  the  Datura  ^amonium  in  flower,  is  execrable,  and  gives 
no  idea  of  the  plant.    It  is  easily  cultivated,  like  any  other  hardy 
i^nnual* 


.  r. . 
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Ah  Experimetttal  Examination  of  the  last  Edition  ofihe  Pharma^ 
'.  eopaia  Londinends;  mth  Uemarks  on  IJr  PowelTs  Trandation 
and  Annotations.    By  Richard  Puiixm.    Londoi^  181  Ir 
'  pp.  148* 

Tff IS  pnUication  owes  its  origin  to  a  critical  examination  of 
the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  and  its  official  commentiiry  by 
Dr  Powell,  which  were  the  subiects  Of  an  exoeHent  article  in  the* 
London  Medical  Review.  Although  it  was  evident  tbat  the  re- 
niarks  contained  in  the  critique  to  which  we  allude  were  those  of 
an  experienced  and  enlightened  chemist}  yet,  whOe  perusing  it» 
we  had  oilen  occasion  to  r^ret  that  the  limits  within  which  it 
was  necessarily  confined,  obliged  its  author  to  confine  himself  to 
lieneral  results  upon  some  occasions  $  and  upon  others,  to  omit 
the  insertion  of  particulars  on  whidi  he  had  taken  pains  to  ui-. 
ibrm  himself.  In  short,  the  Review  made  us  long  for  a  sight  of 
the  experimental  note-book  of  its  author;  and  most  unexpected* 
ly  our  wishes  are  fulfilled  by.  the  publication  of  the  work  now  be^ 

we  us. 

.  It  would  be  supererogation  to  attempt  a  regular  analysis  of  ita 
contents  i  for,  as  we  have  little  to  object,  we  could  not  hope  to 
condense  the  infonnation  it  contains,  more  ably  than  Mr  fbiH 
lips  himself  has  already  done.  We  shall  merelv  extract  a  few, 
passages  iss  examples  ot  the  style  of  the  work,  and  with  the  view. 
of  exciting  the  students  of  pharmacy  to  peruse  the  whole. 

He  bonmiciices  with  a  few  observations  on  the  we^hts  and 
measures,  and  nomenclature  of  tlie  College.  Upon  these  sub* 
jjBCts,  we  have  already  stated  our  own  opniion.  Upon  thege-. 
aexiil  principles,  we  tfiinlc  siomewhat  differently  from  Mr  P. ;  but. 
be  has  certainly  proved,  that  the  College  has  not  been  able  to 
appW  them  to  practice.      .        . 

The  rest  of  the  work  is  occupied  with  criticisn^s  on  many  of 
the  preparations  of  the  London  Fharmacopcmt  arranged  in  the 
alphabetical  order  of  their  titles,  llieir  general  tpn^ncy  is  to 
show,  tliat  there  is  a  want  of  cconqmy  in  the  process,  as  directed, 
in  the  Pharmacopccia,  or  that  it  is  in  some  respect  unchemicaly 
or  does  not  furnish  a  product  having  the  propertihi  required  by 
Ae  Collcj^e,  or  is  altogether  impracticable ;  that  in  some  instan- 
ce<,  the  tests  whereby  the  success  of  the  operation  is  to  be  aa- 
ccvtaincd,  are  injudicious;  that  in  others  the  product  itself  is  use*' 
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less ;  mod  lastly,  that  some  of  (be  changes  are  attended  with  dan- 
gereas  e^Hiseqnenoes. 

To  obTiate  these  dangers  in  tome  degree,  we  shaD  extract  Mr 
Fbiliips's  remarks  in  regard  to  them.  Mr  HiiUips  shows,  that 
in  the  new  Pharmacopceia  the  strength  of  the  dilated  snlphnric 
acid  is  increased  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  two,  whild 
that  of  dihiced  nitrie  acid  is.  reduced  to  one-fourdi  of  what  it 
was* 

**  In  tMttnmon  as  t  apptdieiid  with  most  persons  concerned  iii  dis- 
pensing mediciaes,  I  have  experienced  some  di$cultj  in  detecmoi- 
ing  the  safest  method  to  adopt  with  negard  to  the  diluted  acids ;  f or 
haring  shown  that  Dr  Powell^  one  of  the.  committee  emjdoyed  in 
framing  the  new  Pharmacopoeia,  was  unacquainted  with  the  ettoit 
of  the  alteradoas  introducedy  it  is  evident  that  practitioners,'  relying 
upon  the  statements  coiitatned .  in  the  trandation ^  may  be  seriously 

*  disappointed  by  these  article&  For  the  present  I  have  judged  it  to 
tte  safest  to  keep  acids  diluted  in  both  propordons,  and  to  employ 
them  according  to  the  terms  by  which  they  are  prescribed  $'  presum« 
ing^  as  is  obvious,  Aat  every  pracddoner  who  uses  the  new  tenns, 

'  U  aware  %n  what  d^^ree  die  new  preparation  differs  frdm '  the  for- 
mer: a  conclusion  which  may  not  in  every  instance  be  true: 

*^  Tliere  is  oae  pi«;para|aon  in  which  this  precaution  b  unav^Ung ; 
the  infusum  rosae,  without  having  sufiered  any  change  of  nam^,  h$S 
]»een  very  considerably  altered  in  strength.  ** 

The  liquor  ammoniae  of  the  present  pharmtcopoeia  is  about 
five  times  stronger  than  the  aqua  ammoniae  of  the  fermier,  yet 
•the  College  seems  evidently  to  consider  them  as  the  satne. 

**  Liquor  ammoniae  is  now  directed  to  be  used  in  matit  of  those 
t>Teparadons  in  which  the  subcarbqnate  was  formerly  emptoyed; 
and  it  is  particdax ly  requisite  that  the  attendon  of  practitioners 
iliould  be  directed  to  this  circumstance^  I  have  already  noticed  the 
great  difference  which  exists  between  the  strength  of  the  fOFiaer  Aqua^ 
axnmoniae  purse,  and  the  present  Liquor  ammoniae :  the  power  of  the 
Lintmentum  ammoniss  fortius,  and  of  the  Linimentum  camphorfle 
compositum^  has  also  beefn  gready  increased*  It  is,  however,  mo^^ 
SiK»'e  important  to  point  out  the  extravagant  increase  of  power  add- 
^  to  those  medicines  which  are  internally  employed,  viz. 

Spiritus  ammontsb 
I  '  •  ^   ■■        arothaticui^  .  > 


■^  foetidus 
sticctnatus. 


Tinctura  valerianse  ammoniatst 
guaiaci  ammontata^ 


*'  With  th*  excepdon  of  the  preparation  Isfst  mentioned,  the  quan- 
tities assigned  by  Dr  Powell  for  the  doses  of  these  medicines  ^^^ 
equal  to  uiose  .of  the  former  weaker  preparadoas  given  by  Dr  ^^' 
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thain.  I  cannot  quit  tbts  part  oif  the  subject  without  remarVin^v 
that  of  all  the  improvements  attempted  by  the  College,  their  failuse 
in  thi«  is  calculated  to  produce  the  mott  extensive  mischief;  and  I 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  acarcely  one  of  the  preparations  above 
mentioned,  could  be  exhibited  in  the  doses  suted  by  Dr  Powellt 
without  danger  to  the  patient,  and  disgrace  to  the  practitioner.  " 

The  change  in  the  strength  of  the  sohition  of  emetic  tartar 
ought  also  to  be  generally  known.  .     • 

**  In  the  hte  Pharmacopceia  the  vinum  antnnonti  tartarizati  was 
dtncted  to  be  prepared  by  dissolving  two  scruples  of  tartarized  an- 
timony in  a  mixture  of  ten  fluid  ounces  of  water  and  wine.  The 
College  have  now  reduced  the  tartarized  antimony  to  one  scruple, 
and  Sub  imporunt  alteration  is  not  only  unnoticed  by  Dr  Powell, 
but  he  even  states  that  *  this  preparation  resembles  the  former  vinuan 
antimonii  tartarizati. '  There  is  not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  mak« 
ing  the  former  preparation :  the  change  introduced  must  therefore 
be  considered  as  originating  in  mere  frivolity;  and  it  may  occasion 
serious  disappointment  to  those  practitioners  who  are  not  aware  that 
it  is  requisite,  for  the  safety  of  their  patients,  to  examine  how  many 
alterations  have  been  made,  without  even  the  hope  of  improve- 
ment. " 

Tlie  most  important  duty  required  from  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  of  London,  in  return  for  the  high  and  valuable  pri- 
vileges conferred  upon  them,  is  the  publication  of  a  scientiBc 
and  judicious  Pharmacopoeia,  Xo  guide  the  pharmacy,  and  indi- 
cate the  instruments  of  the  practice  of  their  less  dignified  bre- 
threni     That  they  have  completely  failed  in  the  discharge  of  this 

!  debt  to  the  coQmuoity,  ia  confirmed  in  everv  page  of  the  work 
before  u$ ;  and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  altogether  useless  to  stat^, 

.  what  appear  to  us  to  be  the  causes  of  this  failure.  At  once 
two  naturally  occur  as  the  most  likely,  ignorance  and  inatteQ- 
tion.  Of  the  latter  fault,  the  fdlows  may  have  been  guilty  in 
various  degrees.  It  may  have  consisted  in  carelessness  in  the 
selection  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  revisal  was  entrusted, 
or  in  having' too  great  a  degree  of  confidence  in  them.  Bat  of 
the  heavy  charge  of  ignorance  of  pharmaceutic  chemistry,  we  are 
afraid  that  they  must  all  severally  and  aggregately  stand  convict- 
ed. Against  the  truth  of  this  charge,  and  the  efiects  it  must 
have  upon  their  reputation  and  character,  charters,  by  laws, 
and  even  decisions  in  courts  of  justice,  will  not  avail  them. 
These  will  indeed  preserve  to  them  th«  exclusive  enjoyment  of 
many  valuable  privileges ;  but  the  pretence  of  superior  learning, 
upon  which  these  were  granted,  and  are  still  continued,  hasbe« 
come  an  object  pf  ridicule  to  every  apothecary's  boy.  Nor  can 
it  be  urged,  that  it  is  learning  of  a  higher  description  that  is  rc» 
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qdired  of  them  ;  thst  it  would  degrade  th6  dignity  of  a  felled  of 
the  Rov^  College  to  pDr6  over  a  ^rnace  or  a  retort.  They  are 
not  only  supposed  to  be  the  only  members  of  the  profession 
who  can  read  the  language  of  Hippocratesy  but  also  to.be  alone 
capable  of  regulating  and  controlling  the  practice  of  pharmacy; 
This,  by  far  the  most  important  distinction  of  the  two,  if  at 
least  we  measure  their  importance  by  their  utility,  they. have 
utterly  disregarded ;  and  if  a  corporation  could  be  as  easily  dis« 
francnised,  as  his  Majedty^s  ministers  may  be  removed,  for  inh 
competency,  the  corporation  of  Warwick  Lane  might  b^  jusdy 
considered  Jelo  de  se.    It  is,  in  fact,  tlie  narrowness  of  the  cor- 

S oration,  which  is  a  principal  cause  of  it^  present  disgrace.  It 
eprives  them  of  the  knowledge  and  ^sistance  of  a  very  large' 
proportion  of  their  brethren  $  and  it  has  a  bad  effect,  botn  upon 
the  favoured  few  and  the  oppressed  many,  by  taking  away  from 
the  latter  many  motives  for  honourable  exertion,  and  feading 
the  former  to  be  more  zealous  in  maintaining  their  false  dignity^ 
than  in  promoting  their  science.  We  will  assert^  without  the 
fear  of  contradittionj  that  if  the  licentiates  of  London  had  been* 
constituent  members  of  the  College,  the  true  dignity  of  the  pro- 
fession would  not  have  suffered  by  the  publication  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia. 

We  shall  pass  entirely  over  the  numerous  additional, errors  in 
the  translation,  because,  from  Di*  Powell  being  evident^  the 
member  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  revisal  of  the  pharmaceu- 
tical d^artment  was  chiefly  entrusted,  we  consider  him  and  the 
College  as  completely  identified. 

But  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  claim3  a  little  more  attention^ 
not  for  appointing  **  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating 
with  the  College,  in  the  tise  of  their  extensive  laboratory,  and  in 
bringing  to  the  test  of  that  sort  of  experiment  upon  a  large 
scale,  which  could  alone  render  the  suggestions  of  science  prac- 
tically useful,  the  several  processes  which  were  commdnicatied 
by  the  College,  "  but  for  grossly  misleading  and  deceiving  the 
College,  and  for  openly  contravening  its  injunctions^  which  the 
«aid  Society  is  specially  bound  to  obey.  It  is  evident,  that  the 
worthy  company  of  Apothecaries  did  not  infornl  the  College  how 
many  of  the  suggestions  of  science  they  fonnd  to  be  imptoper^ 
extravagant,  or  absolutely  impracticable  i  and  it  is  probable,  that 
they  had  never  communicated  to  the  College  the  processes  they 
themselves  employed,  but  rather  careftrihr  concealed  them  as 
precious  nostrums.  But  what  is  worst  of'^alt,  Mr  Phillips  has 
proved,  that  Apothecaries'  Hall,  from  which  every  practitioner 
has  a  right  to  expect  genuine  medicines,  prepared  strictly  ac* 
crprding  to  the  directions  of  the  College,  is  in  the  habit  of  fur- 

Aa2 
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nishing  ipurlotls  titid  inferior  mtid^.  To  dttbstantmte  tl^b 
charge,  we  tnay  itotit^  the  teiuits  6f  thfe  fbH^wing  articles  ab 
prepared  bjr  Mr  Phllli^s^  bcborditig  to  the  direbtioh  of  the  CiA^ 
kgei  and  a^  ptot\i^cA  fit»m  At^tbi^ari^'  Hdl). 

Mr  PhiBips.  Apoth.  HaTL 

Acidum  fec'eticum       -      Sp.  Or.  K002S  Sp.  Gt.  1.00? 

— — —  iDHriatrciim  Sp.  Gr.  i.l4-2  Sp.  Gr.  1.15* 

hitricum         -      Sp.  Or.  i.51  S^.  Gr.  1.4^* 

Liquor  ammoniie        -      S^.  Qr.  0.^040  Sp.  Gt.  0.988S 

Pbtassae  stipersulphas.  * 

Liquor  ferri  akalini.  f 

Liquor  plutnbi  acetatis  %   Sp.  Gr.  1.22  S^.  Gr.  1.51 

Beside^  the  dtridui^oit  the  College^  ^^  PciwM,  and  Apolbe- 
^ries'  HaUy  Mr  Phillips's  publkatioa  oontaiBs  olilch  iisdfot  ii»- 


•  *  Instetd  of  tliis  ftcid  telt,  that  procuMd  tndeir  tdk  mittb  ftiMSk  A)WSdidk^e§' 
Hal),  contained  not  a  ^rain  of  It,  but  waa  a  ttixed  aalt.  '^  Ona  hiuMlnd  ^ruat  6f 
this  mixed  salt  consist  of  nearly 

5d  sulphate  of  pota&h,  and 
42  Aitrati  of  fda&\k, 
"  When,  therefore,  8  drachms  of  this  compound  are  exhibited,  instert  of  Ae  Ul|e 
cjoantity  of  supersulpbate  of  potash,  2f  scruples  of  nitre  are  given  i  exceeding  by  one 
scruple,  "Qie  lai^t  dose  menthmed  by  l)r  Powell  ** 

f  ^*  Being  desirous  oT  examining  tfiis  medidhe,  prepared  %ith  the  advantages 
enjoyed  hy  those  operators,  tnxk  *  Aiost  iM{)6retfAt  iriteifcourse '  ^th  trhora^'siyTd- 
cess  probably  emanated,  I  applied  for  it  at  Apothecarfes*  Halt  HRr^Mfatiian  whidb 
1  obtained,  poasessed  properties  diametrically  oppoeite  to  those  beloiMing  to  an  4I- 
ealine  solution  of  iron,  as  wiU  appear  by  the  following  statement  of  £e  effects  pro- 
duced by  reagents  upon  eadi. 

AlcaUne  Sohi*  SeSMon^klni 

tion  of  Iron.  Apothecaries*  HaU. 

Turtncrie  paper    •    •    .    •    *     Reddeiicd No  efibct 

J/itmus  paper  ......    Ko  etilect     ......     Heddcned. 

Nitric  acid       JPrecipitaition    .....    Ifo^H^ct. 

Subcarbonate  of  potash      •    •     No  effect     .....    'Predpitadon. 

Water Precipitadon    .....    ^o  effect. 

*(  On  comparing  Oiese  statements,  it  will  be  evident  ihht  the  solmitA)  procured  ^t 
ApoAtecaries*  HaU  is  an  oxinitiale  of  iimi,  cmtttuuiig  mtch  wko&c  sdd  in  excess  p 
probably  also  some  nitre.*' 

I  «^  Dr  Pdwell  ohs^res,  that  '  this  is  a  dense  solution  of  la  deep  brciwn  colour. ' 
Now  I  have  frequently  prepared  this  solution,  and  have  generally  observed  that  it 
is  of  a  straw  colour,  whli  a  slight  admixture  of  green,,  and  of  sp.  gr.  IJ22,  I  was 
consequently  struck  with  the  incorrectness  of  Dr  Powell*s  description ;  and  as  it  wa& 
erident  that  he  had  adopted  it  u)>on. the  authority  of  othen,  and  not  In  consequence 
of  hit  own  experiment  and  obfier\'ation9  I  procured  this  solution  ^rom  the  avowed 
source  of  collegiate  pharmaceutical  knowledge.  Upon  examining  the  solution  ob- 
tained at  Apothecaries*  Hall,  I  did  indeed  find  that  ft  was  *  a  dense  solution,  *  Its 
sp.  gr.  being  IJIl  instead  of  1.-22;  a^d  its  toloitr  was  truly  *<d^  bro%yn.  *  The 
difference  (^  those  preparations  being  considerable,  I  procured  jiome  distilled  vine-* 
gar  and  litliarge  from  Apothecaries*  Hall,  in  order  to  examine  whether  any  pecu- 
"^  iiarity  whid)  they  might  possess. would  explain  Ike  disarailnrity.    Bot  the  dlfficlifty 
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fonnatioii  on  many  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  subjects ;  and 
we  may  merely  notice,  because  we  would  not  expect  to  find  it 
there,  that  it  contains  the  best  description  j^et  pubiis^hed  of  the 
crystallizations  of  various  saline  bodies,  furnished  by  the  Count 
de  Bonmon. 

As  connected  with  the  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  phar- 
macy evinced  by  the  Royiil  College,  ^nd  their,  total  practical 
inexperience,  most  of  their  blunders  may  be  traced  to  two  op- 
posite causes :  the  borrowing  processes  implicitly  on  the  faith 
of  others, — and  the  altering  3ie  processes  aaopted  from  others, 
merely  to  hide  their  being  borrowed.  The  first  is  a  venial 
i^uk,  'in  compKrision  with  t}ie  meanness,  not  to  give  it  a  worsa 
appellatipn,  of  the  second.  But  we  trust  th^t  tjiis  Pb^rjna- 
copoeia,  bad  as  it  is  in  the  present  state  of  science,  will  ulti- 
mately be  productive  of  good : — that  it  will  determine  not  only 
the  dollege  of  London,  but  all  other  Colleges,  to  ascertain,  by 
experiments  carefully  made  by  tbems^lye^,  the  practicability  and 
lureference  of  the  piXH^esses  tjbey  enjoin,  before  they  procoed  tq 
4enoiince  the  high  (displeasure  of  ^is  Majesty,  imd  all  thepailHI 
4)f  lafir  i^pon  (ho^  lyhp  devia^  fro^i  them* 


fi^  ralher  iooQiVed  iium  diminished ;  fpr  the  prepamtion  now  (fttiaitied  possessed 
49ren  rather  less  colour  than  that  which  i  had  before  made ;  and  its  sp.  gr.  very  t^^V* 
Ijr  reseinbled  it,  being  1.25  instead  of  1.2^. 

'*  Snspectiiig  iBtMX  the'  dark  colour  of  tb^  solution' above  described  might  be  d(> 
nred  froixi  tha  usa  of  vinegar  containing  colouring  matter,  I  boiled  some  iitliar*^ 
%p  undistiyed  ;nn^gar ;  and  the  solution  ohtdined,  was  certainly  of  a  deeper,  yellow 
colour  than  that  made  with  distilled  viuegfir,  ^ut  ^ill  not  at  all  vergmg  jto  browii^ 
I  npw  prepared  this  solution  with  the  aicid  which  remained  in  tlie  vessel  after  the 
distillation  of  vinegar,  and  whieKi  consequently  contained  a  very  large  quantity  of 
colouring  matter :  By  employing  this,  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  solution,  exact- 
ly resembling  that  from  Apothecaries*  Hall  in  colour,  but  by  no  means  equal  to  it 
in  spw  gr..;  instead  of  being  1.51  it  was  only  X.Sl. 

**  Abstractedly  consicWedi  the  oqlpiu-  of  this  solution  is  not  of  the  slight^t  con* 
sequence;'  but  a:^  evary circumstance  orhich  tends  to  render  it  difficult  to  indcntify 
a  preparation  is  of  importance,  -tfie  consideration  «ven  of  coiour  should  not  be  ne- 
glected. Jn  addition  to  this,  when  vinegar  which  contains  much  extract  is  employ^ 
«cl,  it  acts  slowly  upon  the  oxide  of  le^  dissolv^,  ^d  by  continual  precipitatioil 
ihe  solution  is  not  only  rendered  weaker,  ,but  of  uncertain  power.  I  have  bestowed 
snore  tniifute  attentibn  Upon  this  preparation  tluin  its  importance  might  keem  to 
dcnuind  :  but  I  have  done  so  because  tho^  errors  which  are  sanctioned  liy  authority 
4re  doubly  productive  of  nischiefr  and  theur  detection  should  be  followed  by  eipv 
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PART  III. 

MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


fUpcrt  of  Diseasi 


Acute  Diseases. 


f ebrts     .... 
Febres  intennittentes 
Febris  infantum 
Cynanclie    . 
Fieuritis  •     . 
FeripneonoBift 
Fartussts 
Catarriios    • 
Variola  Ganfcrla 
Vanceil^     . 
ItobeoU.    • 


No.  of  Cases. 
17 
4 
6 
8 
1 
18 
10 
116 
1 
2 
6 


Scarlatina  anginosa 
Erysipelas    .     .    . 
Herpes   .    •     •     . 
Hepatitis     .     •     . 
Dfsenteria  .     .     •    < 
Arthritis  rhcnmatica 
Rhenmatisiniis  •    • 
Apoplexia  .    •    •    . 
Epistexis     •    •    • 
Ophthalmia .    •    • 


Ko.  of  Cases. 

•      •  •  ^ 

.      .  .  1 

.     .  .  9 

.     •  .  2 

.     .  .  14 

.  .  9 

.   .  .  8 

.   .  •  i 

. . .  .  I 
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Pjsecc 
Cephal; 
Vertigo  .    . 
I>rspepsiai    . 

.  Gastrodynia 
*yro8is  .  . 
Icterus 

Morbi  hepads 


M; 


Car      !^**o»a     . 
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Asthma  et  Dyspnoea 
Hemoptysis 


Ko 


Nephralgia . 
Haematuria  • 
EQuresis .    . 
Hysteralgia* 
Prolapsus  uteri 
Menorrhagia 
Leuoorrhoca 
Amenorrhoea 
Gonorrhoea  • 
Ascites  •    • 
Hydrothorax 
Anasarca    • 
Hydrops  tot.  corporis 
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6 
15 

7 
1 
1 
1 
I 

12 
9 
7 
3 
1 
1 
5 
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Na  of  Cases. 

fMegmatia  dolens    •    •    •  1 

Rheiimatiwims  chroB.     .    •  £5 

Pleurodyne 1 

Nodositas 1 

Lumbiigo 10 

losania   •••«•••  2 

Aslheoia 20 

Tremor  ab  hydrargyro  .     .  2 

Paralysis  saturaina    •     •     •  S 

t^ethargas   ••••«•  1 

Hemiplegia S 

Epilepsia     ......  3 

Hypochondriasis  •     •     •     •  2 

Hysteria 6 

Palpitatio  organica  post  rbeum.  1 

Hectica 2 

Tabes  notricum    •    .    •    •  2 

Scrofula «    •  4 


No.of 

Cachexia  sypluloidea     •    •  8 

Rachitis 1 

Phtliiriasis  »•••••  I 

Prurigo  .    *. 2 

Psoriasis      ••••••  4 

Lepra «  I 

Pityriasis     ••..«.  1 

Urticaria 2 

Erythema 2 

Intertrigo    .*••.«  1 

Roseola 1 

Aphthae 1 

Impetigo 2 

Ecthyma I 

Scabies 11 

Porrigo '  .     .  15 

Tabera 4 

Verructt ;    .  1 


Until  near  the  middle  of  May,  the  temperature  of  the  atmo* 
sfftere  was  con^ntly  chilly,  and  the  wind  with  little  variation 
from  the  east  and  north*east.  During  the  month  of  March,  the 
operation  of  the  cold  was  rendered  more  active,  as  an  occasional 
cause  of  disease,  hy  almost  daily  rains  $  while,  in  April,  the  (Pe- 
netrating chill  of  the  easterly  wind  was  unremitting,  although  the 
greater  part  of  the  month  was  dry.  In  the  second  week  in  May, 
when  the  wind  changed,  vegetation  was  but  little  advanced;  but 
the  rapid  burst  of  foliage  and  blossom  which  endued,  has  been 
supported  by  a  succession  of  rains,  together  with  much  sun-shine 
and  warmth;  so  that,  although  the  productions  of  spring  are 
late,  they  promise  to  be  abundant;  On  the  27lh  inst.  the  ther- 
mometer was  above  70^. 

The  unremitting  cold  of  March  and  April,  and  the  humidity 
of  the  former,  mu  serve  to  account  for  the  unusual  number  of 
acute  catarrhal  complaints  which  have  claimed  the  assistance  of 
the  charity. '  The  cases  of  hooping-cough  were  also  aggravated 
by  the  same  causes,  as  well  as  the  cases  of  incipient  phthisis  and 
haemoptysis.  If  we  take  away,  indeed,  the  diseases  which  were 
produced  or  augmented  by  the  influencicof  cold,  the  list  will  pre- 
sent only  the  usual  affections  which  the  ordinary  occupations 
and  habits  of  life  induce  among  the  lower  classes  of  the  people. 
There  has  been-no  epidemic  or  contagious  disease  in  any  district 
within  the  cognizance  of  the  Dispensary,  until  the  middle  of  the 
present  month,  when  the  measles  have  appeared,  and  seem  likely 


to  spread  freely  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fetter- Lane  $  and  the 
acarietp fever  has  shown  itself  in  one  or  two  families,  and  the- 
chicken-pox  in  another.    The  latter  has  occurred  in  several  &- 
miliea  in  the  upper  elacs  of  societyi  in  ^.of  which  it  was  iraeed 
lo  schools^  where  it  had  affected  several  others^ 

Little  has  opcurred  that  is  worthy  of  particular  .remark  ia  tbdl 
progress  of  the  diseases  above  enumerated,  except  a  singular  «&-r 
tension  of  the  inflammation  of  the  throati  in  a  case  of  smiatiflAf 
to  the  internal  membrane  of  the  trachea,  producing  a  true^iw^^ 
It  may  possiUy  be  doubted,  whetlier  the  croup  did  not  actui^ 
supervene,  inadentally,  at  the  time  when  the  scarlatina  was  pre» 
sent :  but,  as  it  occurred  just  when  the  an^a  was  at  its  acmey 
and  the  eruption  disappearing,  it  seems  more  probable  that  it 
was  a  mere  extension  of  the  original  inflammiitidn.  Tlie  patient, 
however,  coifghed  up  a  cylindrical  tube  6f  coagulated  lymph,  ox 
nearly  four  inches  in  length ;  but  from  this  she  experienced  oqp 
ly  temporary  relief,  and  died  two  days  afterwards. 

Two  marked  examples  of  the  effects  oF  the  poison  of  mercury 
pn  the  constitution,  occurred  about  the  same  time ;»  the  one,  how* 
ever,  considerably  more  severe  than  the  other*,    3oth  these  paf 
tients  were  employed  in  silvering  mirrors;  and,  in  applying  the 
amalgam  to  the  concave  suHaoe  of  convex:  mirfors,  bad  ueen 
under  the  necessitv  of  retaining  the  hand  immersed  in  mercury 
JTor  a  long  tim^  daily.    After  being  engaged  a  few  weeks  in  this 
employments  they  were  altogether  disabled  from  work  by  the 
paralytic  tremor  and  debility  which  ensued*    The  one»  who  wa^ 
most  severely  affected,  had  quitted  his  work  about  three  weeks 
before  I  saw  him,  at  which  time  he  had  suffered  a  moderate  de^ 
gi*ee  of  salivation,  which  had  now  disappeaa^ed.    The  principal 
affection  under  which  he  now  labouredi  was  not,  as  has  been 
sometimes  described  in  these  cases,  a  constant  tremor  of  t^ 
limb,  and  secrsaw  of  th^  htMid,  such  as  occur  in  old  paralytic  per^r 
sons,  but  a  sort  of  rapid  convulsive  f^itation  of  the  limbs,  when- 
ever the  act  of  volition  was  exerted  upon  the  muscles  i  which 
moved  the  extremUjes  quickly  in  all  directions,  except  that  v^hich 
the  will  prompted*     Thus,  he  could  sit  on  his  chair^  still  and 
nearly  unmoved ;  but  the  mom^  be  got  up,  and  attempted  to 
walk,  his  legs  began  to  dance,  as  it  werp,  in  spite  of  liimseif,  and 
performed  very  rapid  and  irregular  motions,  yyith  so  much  vio- 
lence, as  to  copipel  him  to  drop  pn  his  chair  again,  0r  to  throw 
him  down.     Somewhat  similar  motion^  were  performed  hy  his 
arms,  if  he  attempted  \jq  us^  them ;  so  that  he  was  unable  to  Carry 
finy  thing  to  his  mouthy  apd  the  smallest  quantity  of  liquid  was 
immediately  da&hed  out  of  any  vessel  from  which  fa§  made  an 
^t^empt  to  drink.    He  wap  pnder  the  iiec^ity^  therefprei  of 
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bemg  fed  like  ft  chikL  His  BFticulation  was  also  rendered  some-' 
what  indisdiict.  These  spasmodic  tremorsy  faowevery  were  great- 
ly iaiireased  bjr  any^rcumstance  that  agitated  his  mind,  or  occd- 
sioBed  anv  anxiety.  His  bowels  were  constipated,  and  he  conn 
plained  of  much  pain  in  his  limbs  and  loins,  which,  together  witH 
the  museiilaF  agitations,  rendered  his  sleep  very  imperfect ;  he 
frequently  aiwoke^  starting  and  frightened  i  and  was  trouble^ 
with  ioceasant  unpleasant  dreams*  The  appetite  was  good,  and 
the  pube  apparently  natural,  although  it  was  at  first  difficult  to 
ascertain  its  beats«  in  consequence  ot  the  tremor ~bf  the  tendons^ 
which  came  on  when  his  attention  was  directe4  to  his  arm# 
for  the  purpose  of  feeling  the  artery*  He  conT{)lained  much  of  n^ 
ffeneralsease  of  great  d^lity,  and  of  being  startled  and  flurriecil 
by  slight  causes. 

Many  instances  of  this  state  of  body,  induced  by  an  impr^-r 
nation  of  the' system  with  mercury,  in  various  artisans,  butesp&r 
cially  in  water-gilders,  as  they  are  called,  and  in  tliose  who  are 
occupied  in  the  mines,  *  which  produce  mercurj,  have  been  re- 
corded ;  and  they  are  familiarly  known  to  practitioners  in  large 
towns :  But  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  multiplied  experience  of 
medical  men  has  yet  led  to  the  discovery  of  any  ei&ctua]  means 
of  ^cpediting  the  expulsion  of  the  poison  from  the  body,  much 
less  of  an  antidote  to  its  operation.  It  has  been  suggested  tha( 
sulphur  diminishes  theactivity  of  mercury;  and  some  practition-? 
ers  have  thought  that  substasoe  actually  remedial  in  cases  of  this 
sorty  when  feUowed  by  tonics,  f  De  Haen,  who  has  related  n 
nuoiber  of  cases  of  the  disease,  ascribes  great  efficacy  to  electrict'? 
fy,  even  where  it  had  advanced  to  a  degree  of  severity  much  be-> 
yood  that  ef  tlie  instances  here  alluded  to.  %  ^^  ^^  seenis  veiT 
questionable,  from  the  great  variety  in  the  length  of  time  in  which 
these,  and  other  remedies  are  reported  to  have  effected  the  cures, 
whether  time  alone  was  oot  the  physician.     Mr  Pearson  has  frer 


*  An  accmiot  of  die  effect  of  the  mercury  on  the  Ubonrers  In  tbe  mines  of 
Frinfa*,  in  the  Vcoetian  states,  was  given  in  the  Fbilos.  Trans,  for  April  1665.  I( 
Is  there  said,  tb^t  **  all  of  them  in  time  (some  sooner  some  later)  become  fmralt/tic^ 
and  die  hectic.  **  But  as  a  proof  that  it  was  the  spasmodic  agitation  of  the  limbs; 
abo«re  described,  and  net  parttly§»^  like  tliat  from  the  poison  of  lead,  it  may  be  men* 
tioned,  that  tbe  writer  saw  a  ipan  "  so  paralytic,  tiiat  he  could  not  witli  both  hands 
carry  a  glass,  half  full  of  wine,  to  his  ntoutb,  witliout  spilling  it,  though  he  loved  it 
loo  well  to  throw  it  away.  '*  p.  24. 

\  Dr  Lettsom  sars  '«  I  have  generally  found  the  use  of  sulphur  sufficient  to  t^ 
foa^e  it,  with  the  addition  of  bark  to  stiengthen  the  system.  '*  Med.  Memours  of  thik 
iGea.  Dispensary,  ^.  327. 

\  See  his  Ratio  Medendi,  Part  III.  wh^re  he  describes  a  patient  as  affected 
**  horrendo  omnium  artuum  tremore,  '*  which  increased  to  such  a  digrce,  **  ut  nihil 
laboris  ultra  perficere,  ut  nee  comedcrc  bibereve  solus,  nee  ioquens  amph'us  iutelligt 
ftotuerit    Nutrieudus,  vestaendus,  et  in&utiftiiiiitBri  aivum  uriuom^ue  po;.iturua,  a4 
Juvandus  eraU  " 
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quently  stated  to  me  his  conviction  (and  his  experience  has  been 
jnost  aroplc),  that  a  free  exposure  to  the  open  air,  daring  a  dry 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  whether  hot  or  cold,  is,  on  the  whole, 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  depurating  the  habit  from  a  mercurial 
impregnation.    In  the  more  severe  case,  just  described,  the  sul- 

{)hur  was  given  freely,  combined  with  salts,  afterwards  with 
)ark ;  and  subsequently  the  bark,  mineral  acids,  and  chalybeates 
in  tK'o  or  three  forms,  were  prescribed.  In  the  milder  case,  dia- 
lybcates  only  were  given ;  but'no  very  speedy  relief  or  alteration 
was  obtained.  The  latter  thought  himself  better,  as  soon  as  he 
began  to  take  the  steel ;  but  the  former  very  gradually  improv- 
cd|  and  at  the  end  of  two  months  remains  affected  with  a  slight 
degree  of  the  disease,  which  becomes  considerable  whenever  any 
thing  occurs  to  produce  anxiety.  He  found  himself  most  sei^ 
sibly  relieved,  in  respect  to  his  genei'al  feelings,  by  the  sulphur 
ti\d  salts,  which  acted  as  laxatives. 

Bedford' lt(/0)j    7  ^  \k 

May  ^\$t^  iHi2.$  '^"^• 

(Hfservafions  on  Hydrophobia* 

Hydrophobia  is  a  disease,  which,  although  not  very  prevalent 
in  this  island,  is  still  sufficiently  so  to  demand  the  investigation 
v(  the  medical  philosopher.  Every  year  brings  with  it  the  ao 
count  of  some  few  who  have  died  from  this  afflicting  malady. 
An  individual  case  may  only  occur  to  a  practitioner  in'  the  whole 
course  of  his  practice ;  the  case  is  not  inserted  in  any  depot  for 
similar  histories ;  and  the  opinion  of  the  cause,  with  the  treat-* 
nient  of  the  disease,  both  die  with  the  practitioner  who  made 
them.  Our  opinions  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  hydrophobia 
are  certainly  very  vague;  for  we  have  one  party  ascribing  the  com- 
plaint to  a  specific  virus  introduced  into  the  system  by  the  bite 
of  a  rabid  animal ;  another  party,  which  enjoys  an  equal  num- 
ber of  partizans,  denying  the  influence  of  a  specific  virus,  and 
acknowledging  the  compiaiut  either  to  have  arisen  spontaneous*- 
ly,  or  to  have  been  induced  by  the  power  of  fear,  operating  in 
those  habits  which  are  endued  with  an  irritability  of  temper,  and 
a  certain  morbidity  of  fibre,  which  are  supposed  to  fiivour  the 
occurrence  of  the  complaint. 

It  behoves,  therefore,  every  medical  man,  to  investigflCte  the  dis- 
ease as  it  affects  the  animal  itself,  and  to  publish  to  the  world  a 
full  and  Accurate  detail  of  those  cases  of  hydrophobia  which  may 
have  occurred  to  him  ^  and  when  this  is  considered  a  moral  obli- 
gation, we  may  hrpe  to  accumulate  a  mass  of  evidence,  from 
f^hich  1  gitimate  conclusions  may  be  deduced.  In  this  uncertain- 
t  V)  it  mi^lit  be  of  use  to  compare  the  different  conjectures  hither- 
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to  advanced,  which  favour  one  or  the  other  of  these  opinions, 
and  which  would  seem  to  be  more  required  at  this  present  time; 
as  a  late  publication  of  Dr  Bosquillon's  may  make  many  prose^ 
lytes  to  his  system.  I  merely  mean  to  observe  in  this  paper,  ihat 
in  support  of  the  first  opinion,  the  many  cases  upon  record  must, 
induce  us  to  believe,  that  hydrophobia  has  ensued  from  the  bite 
of  a  rabid  animal;  and  where  not  only  no  suspicion  was  enter- 
tained of  the  rabies  of  the  animal,  but  when  the  mind  was  con- 
fident that  no  untoward  symptoms  could  ensue,  and  wl^ere,  on 
account  of  tender  age,  no  terror  or  timnr  hydrophobics  could  act  as 
exciting  causes.  I  can  refer  the  reader  for  confirmation  of  the 
fact,  to  the  Manchester  Memoirs,  and  to  Dr  Ferriar's  Medical 
Facts  and  Observations.  I  may  mention,  in  further  support,  tho 
case  of  a  lady  who  was  bitten  by  a  rabid  dog  at  Edinburgh,  in 
:the  year  1806,  and  in  which  case,  no  terror  of  future  hydropho- 
bia could  prove  an  exciting  cause :  The  symptoms  of  rabies  did  ' 
not  supervene  till  the  termination  of  eight  months  from  the  date 
of  the  bite ;  and  during  the  whole  of  this  period,  the  patient  did 
Itot^  entertain  the  least  idea  of  that  disease  which  was  to  termi- 
nate her  life.  The  first  symptoms  (which  are  not  always  attend* 
ing  ones)  were  hiflammation  and  eruption  on  the  part  bitten,  to 
which  succeeded  difficulty  of  swallowing,  and  the  other  symp- 
toms characteristic  of  the  disease.  The  case  of  Richard  Brown, 
:^  boy  of  7^  years  old,  recorded  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  an4 
Surgical  Journal  for  January  1810,  likewise  militates  strongly 
against  that  opinion  which  denies  a  specific  virus  as  being  a 
cause  of  the  complaint;  and  Dr  Clarke  justly  remarks,  that 
f*  Brown  could  not  have  acquired  any  intbrmation  on  hydro- 
phobia^ his  age  precludes  the  supposition  of  reading  on  the 
subject ;  and  his  relatives  were  so  little  prepared,  that  they  did 
not  suspect  the  nature  of  the  disease.**'  Experiments  are  want- 
ing to  prove  in  what  manner  the  disease  of  rabies  is  communi- 
cated from  the  dogj  whether  the  cause  is  in  a  vitiated  state  of  the 
saliva,  or  derived  from  any  peculiar  poison  which  maybe  secret- 
ed, as  we  observe  in  venomous  serpents;  but  proofs  are  not  want** 
jng  to  show,  that  the  disease  y^a.^  arisen  from  the  influence  of  the 
bite,  and  that  the  opinion  of  Dr  Bosquillon  is  erroneous.  Dr 
B.  acknowledges  only  three  causes  for  tne  complaint,  viz.  ].  In- 
flammation of  an  interna]  viscus;  2.  Lesion  of  a  nerve  or  ten- 
don; and  3.  Fear,  which  latter  is  the  most  common  cause  of  alL 
Dr  B.  says,  (Vide  L'Esprit  des' Journaux,  Tom.  II.  Fevrier 
1 809),  *'  Elle  ( La  Terreur)  a  particulierement  lieu  a  la  suite  de  la 
tnorsure  des  chiens  pretendus,  ou  r^ellement  enrages.  Eiie  ne 
peut  etre  qu'une  suite  de  nos  prejuges;  car  tout  remede  capa- 
ble de  rassurcr  Tiniagination  frappce  en  arrete  aycc  certitude  le$ 
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proffviti.    Peot  on  avoir  des  pr^ttpes  plus  certaines  yu^elle  n^esi  p<u 
diu  d  un  inivs  paritculier,  *' 

'  The  Doctor  wishes  to  prove,  from  premisev  that  will  qot  bear 
him  out  in  his  cooclusioOy  that  hydrophpbia  canp(^  ensue  from 
the  bite  of  a  dog.  His  cases  only  show  that  rabies^  or  a  disease 
Tcry  similar,  may  be  induced  by  other  causes*  In  those  cases 
whicli  he  mentions,  thf^  dogs  were  not  proved  not  to  have  been 
toad ;  the  non-cxlst^nce  of  a  specific  virus  could  only  be  suspect- 
ed, as  their  diseases  were  not  attended  to.  In  the  paragraph, 
however,  above  stated,  the  exen^ption  from  rabies  Eiyst  have  been 
certain ;  as  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  impressiop  made 
qpoo  the  mind,  could  stop  the  progress  of  genuine  rabies  pro- 
duced by  specific  viru$.  The  case  of  the  child,  recorded  in  the 
£ame  Journal,  only  proved  the  instance  of  a  child  (]^ing  through 
fear,  in  which  some  anomalous  symptoms  were  conspicuous. 
.IS^evertheless,  we  must  allow  that  hydrophobia,  or  a  disease  very 
similar  to  it,  has  in  very  many  instances  arisen  spontaneouslyj^ 
or  been  induced  by  powerful  impressions  upon  the  mind  in  ner- 
vous habits,  as  we  cannot  suppose  that  so  active  a  virus  can  eidst 
for  many  years  in  the  system,  withoutproducing  its  effects,  la 
til  is  opinion  I  heartily  agree  with  Dr  Bosquillon,  but  differ  from 
bim,  unless  he  disaUows  of  the  possibility  of  the  disease  beiag 
communicated  from  the  canine  to  the  human  species* 

Letter  fixm  Dr  Charles  Stuart,  JF.  R,  S.  E.  Vice-President  of 

^the  Uoyal  College  of  J^hi/siciaaSf  Edinburgh^  to  Jaj^zs  Donalou 

SON,  £sq.  Fublislter  of  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser^  on  the  Evi^ 

dence  afforded  in  favour  of  the  Antivariolous  power  of  Vaccina- 

tioHf  hy  the  occurrence  of  Epidentic  Small-pox  at  North  Queens^ 

Jerry ^  in  December  181  !• 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  frequently  obliged  to  you  for  com- 
munications on  the  subject  of  vaccination,  and  am  now  glad  to 
pay  vou  back  in  kind.  If  you  judge  it  proper  to  insert  my  letter 
in  the  Advertiser,  I  will  thank  you  to  do  so,  with  my  naroej 
both  to  authenticate  the  information  it  contains,  and  to  solicit 
the  attention  of  those  with  whom  I  may  be  acquainted,  if  any 
such  remain  sceptical  respecting  the  immense  blessings  which  it 
lias  pleased  God  to  bestow  on  mankind,  by  the  discovery  of  thi^ 
effectual  preventive  of  die  most  loathsome  and  £ital  disease  to 
which  they  are  subject. 

I  heard,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  that  small-pox  were  epidemic, 
in  a  virulent  forrp,  at  North-QucensfeiTy,  and  requested  infor- 
mation respecting  it  from  Mr  James  Scott,  superintendant  of  the 
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pa«s)age  thete  over  the  Frith,  la  constant  resident,  and  one  on 
whofse  A'ccaracy  and  fidelhy  t  knew  I  could  rely.  Tlie  repfiefc 
he  has  been  i^o  obliging  as  to  send  nre  are  well  entitled  to  thife 
character.    The  sum  of  the  whole  is  as  follows. 

The  smafl-pox  appteared  in  that  village  on  thfe  1 4th  of  De* 
ceniber  1811;  and  on  the  "/th  of  March,  riie  dale  of  Mr  Scott*s 
last  Mter,  jforty-six  youths  and  infants,  from  below  one  to  fifteeft 
years  of  age,  nave  been  ill  of  that  diseas^e,  of  whom  seven  pep- 
sons  have  died,  three  of  them  in  one  family,  aged  four,  ninCf 
and  fiileen  years.  The  population  of  the  place  is  exactly  890 
souls.  Of  tnese  ISS  had  been  vacdnated  some  time  ago,  not  cm 
of  vkom  Ms  ieen  mzed  HDith  the  contagion  of  ^taU^pox.  TTiis  b 
the  mote  remarkable,  as  thfe  whole  inhabkants  not  only  five 
pretty  close  together,  but  sotne  tf  those  vaccinated  belong  to 
and  reside  in  twelve  familiefs  where  s^ull-pox  prevailed. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  concealed,  that  two  children  have 
fpassed  through  tbe  small-pox  who  were  inoculated  for  cow<^pox 
jbrmerly.  1  he  midwife  of  die  village,  who  inoculated  one  of 
them  «om«  yeats  ago,  inferma  Mr  Sa»tt  that  she  did  not  think 
the  imnmlation  eSeetilal  at  that  time,  smd  wi^ed  to  perforsi  it 
«gain ;.  but  to  this  neid^er  thB  boy  nor  his  parents  would  submit. 
The  oitfaer  child  was  inoculated  at  Kincardine,  Per(!hshh*e»  and 
his  case  is  described  as  similar  with  this  one. 

There  remain  in  thds  viHage  cnfy  nine  persons,  chi^y  agedp 
who  have  neither  had  small- pox  nor  cow-pox. 

Those  who  read  this  will,  k  is  hoped,  be  impressed  with  a 
deep  conviction  of  the  personal  danger  of  every  individual  by 
their  liableness  to  this  disease,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  its  tak- 
ing on  a  viralent  form  and  ending  fatally. 

I  trust  also  that  parents,  in  .particular,  will  reflect  on  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  merciiul  discovery  of  vaccination,  and  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  misled,  and  their  infants  to  fall  sacrifices  to 
Tamie  reports,  absurd  pr^udices,  and  interested  theories. 

vVhMe  vaccination  extends  its  salutary  influence  in  England, 
and  especially  in  Ireland,  what  a  pity  is  it  that  ther€  should 
be  reason  to  fear  it  is  less  practised  than  once  in  Scotland  !  It 
.used  to  be  otyected  to  inoculation  for  smallpox,  that  a  parmat 
had  not  a  right  to  communicate  a  disease,  possibly  fatal,  to  his 
children,  which  they  might,  after  all,  escape.  The  principle  is 
no  iloubt  a  sound  one,  but  misapplied.  -No  person  nas  ground 
to  think  that  he  may  escape  the  contagion  of  small-pox.  Louis 
the  XV.  of  France  died  of  the  disease  between  60  «nd  70  year» 
of  age  J  and  I  have  evidence  of  an  old  woman  about  80,  who 
had  nursed  many  children  in  the  disease^  dying  of  it  herself  at 
this  advanced  age* 
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By  inoculatiun-  for  small-pox,  the  disease  was  cooveyed  in  the 
most  favourable  and  harmless  foraii  as  demonstrated  by  long, 
large,  and  uniform  experience,  and  the  person  inoculated  was 
completely  delivered  from  all  hazard  o(  contagion,  and  generally 
fiom  the  most  virulent  and  fatal  form  of  the  disease. 

But  by  vaccination  nothing  is  produced  which  ought  to  be 
called  disease ;  nor  has  the  slightest  danger,  as  far  as  I  ever 
.heard,  attended  the  punctures,  the  inflammation  on  the  arm,  or 
any  of  the  effects  of  cow-pox. 

rarents,  therefore,  who  do  not  vaccinate  their  children^  through 
iAoughtlessness,  negligence f  or  prejudices^  which  attentiofi  and  inqui' 
ry  would  remove^  ought  to  remember,  that,  they  are  daily  expos- 
ing them  to  the  hazard  of  a  horrid  ^i^ase,  in  which  very  usually 
^not  one  in  eight  persons  recovers^«--never  at  any  time  more 
than  one  in  ten«-^I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your,  &c 

George^s  Square,  i6th  March,  1812.        Charles  Stuart. 

P.  &— Mr  Scott  informs  me,  that,  in  a  former  epidemic  in 
1793,  twenty-two  children  died  in  this  small  village  in  natural 
small-pox  ;  in  1797,  seven  children  died  fW)m  the  same  cause; 
and  in  1799,  of  three  children  only  in  the  disease,  one  died. 
•M^y  I  add,  that  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  tliat  the  test  propos- 
ed by  Mr  James  Bryce,  surgeon  here,  in  his  very  Valuable  book 
on  this  subject,  and  trusted  to  by  many  physicians  and  surgeons, 
Jt»  affording  infallible  proof  of  constitutional  cow-pox,  is  not  uni" 
versallj/  attended  to. 


A  neio  and  certain  method,  discovered,  and  proposed,  tehereht/  ant/  mis" 
take  in  the  practice  of  Vaccination  may  he  easily  detected,  and  the 
use  of  the  genuine  Kine  Pock  rendered  more  universaL 

Individuals  or  families  residing  in  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
who  cannot  otherwise  procure  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  thei'r 
having  obtained  the  genuine  Kine  Pock,  are  hereby  informed)  that 
if,  ahcr  submitting  themselves  to  be  vaccinated,  they  will  take  cafe 
of  the  spubs  or  crusts  which  every  operation  will  produce  (whether 
the  same  may  have  been  eiFectual,  spurious  or  imperfect)  and  will 

'  send  them  to  the  subscriber  Jbr  examination  ;  they  may  obtain  tlie 
same  evidence  of  their  safety,  or  continued  liability  to  take  tbesmall- 

;  pox,  as  if  they  had  been  personally  visited  by  him  every  day  during 
the  whole  process  of  their  vaccination. 

To  obtain  this  desirable  proof  of  personal  safety,  howeyer,  some 

.  little  care  and  attention  is  requisite  on  the  part  of  the  patient. — ^Dur- 
ing the  period  of  inflammation  or  soreness,  tlie  arm  into  which  the 
infection  may  have  been  inserted,  should  be  taken  as  much  care  of 
as  possible.  The  pock,  or  sore,  should  not  be  altered  or  disturbed 
by  applications  of  any  kind ;  neither  (hould  it  be  fcratched,  bruifed,  or 
injured,  in  any  manner  whatever  >  but  the  cKfeafe  ihould  be  fiifiered  Ca 
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come  to  its  OMMtonl  temioation :— if  scab  or  cnutvaiU  he  Htenfimned 
in  due  lime;  and  U  taiU  bejound^  on  a  strict  and  proper  examinatum^ 
to  be  perfectly  indicative  of  the  disease  tohich  produced  iff  vshether  the 
same  may  have  been  the  genuine  Kine  PocK  or  any  of  those  spurious 
affections^  tohich  have  been  so  often  mistaken  Jbr  it. — On  the  eighth  day 
after  the  operation,  or  as  foon  as  the  fcabs  or  cnifts  become  loofe,  thej 
(hould  be  taken  off  and  wrapped  io  a  little  fine  lint  or  cotton ;  tliey  may 
be  then  folded  ap  in  a  fmall  piece  of  clean  white  paper,  on  which  muft 
be  written  the  name,  age,  and  place  of  relidence  of  the  perfon  or  perfont 
from  whom  they  were  taken  ;  and  also  the  time  when  they  came  offl 

In  all  cafes  fubmitted  as  above,  where  the  vaccination  has  been  eflec- 
tualy  a  certificate  figned  by  the  fubfcriber  will  be  giveny  declaring  that 
the  perfon  who  has  been  the  fubjedi  of  it  will  never  thereafter  be  liable 
'  to  taike  the  fniall-pox  :  afnd  if  any  vaccination  m^y  be  found'to  have  been 
fpuriouSf  imperfedky  or  ineffedlual,  the  neceflary  precautions  to  be  taken 
will  be  particularly  and  promptly  given  in  a  letter  of  advice. 

In  making  known  to  the  public  this  new  method  of  correfling  the 
miftakes  which  have  been  every  where  fo  frequent,  and  alfo  fo  fatal  in 
the  pra6Uce  of  vaccination,  the  fubfcriber  deems  it  neceflary  to  ftatet 
that  he  has  adventured  to  propofe  it  only  after  the  qioft  mature  invelli- 
gation  of  its  merits.  His  experience  during  eleven  years  neariy  paft, 
will  now,  he  believes,  fully  juftify  him  in  declaring,  that  there  is  no  poS" 
.  dble  deception  or  mistake  in  vaccination^  let  the  operation  be  perjhirmed 
by  xvkom,  tfjien,  or  where  it  may^  which  he  will  not  be  able  to  detect  tw//» 
the  utmost  certainty y  by  the  examinatiofii  proposed  ;  anWhc  has  no  doubt 
but  that  every  other  practitioner,  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  the  genuine  kine  pock^  wiU  soon  discover  that  he  can  also, 
with  a  little  attention,  judge  correctly  of  the  effect  of  any  operation^  by 
an  accurate  examination  of  the  scabs  or  crustSy  as  herein  suggested.  He 
folicits,  however,  the  mod  ftri^i  fcruttny  of  the  utility  of  his  plan,  by 
a  difcerning  public  ;  and,  (hould  it  fail  to  accompliih  the  highly  import- 
ant obje6ts  propofed  by  him,  no  one  will  be  more  free  to  acknowledge 
it,  nor  yet  more  deeply  to  lament  it  than  himfelf* 

For  i\  communications  on  this  fubjed,  either  to  or  from  the  fubfcrib- 
er, the  medium  of  the  Poft-ofiice  is  recommended,  as  being  the  mo(t 
convenient,  expeditious,  fafe(l  and  beft.  The  poftage,  howcvef,  mufl 
in  all  cafes  be  paid,  otberwife  no  communicatioii  will  be  taken  from  the 
poft-oifice. 

Baltimore^  i^th  March^  i8i3.  James  Smith. 

Establiihed  Feet  and  RegtUationt  of  the  Vaccine  InttihUion,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore^ 

under  the  direction  of  Dr  Jaines  Smith, 

[A  list  of  diese  is  Sutgoined,  but  we  are  obliged  to  omit  them  from  wan|  of  room.] 

The  CobncU  of  the  Harveian  Society  beg  leave  to  intiinatef 
That,  with  the  view  of  encouraging  experimental  inquiry  among 
the  Students  of  Medicine,  they  have  announced  the  following 
Prize*>Question»  for  three  years  to  coxae. 


For  IBIS.— An  Experimental  Essay  on  tbe  best  metliod  of 
preparing  a  Soporific  Medicme  from  the  Lactoca  Sadra. 

For  181S« — An  Experimental  Essay  on  the  effects  of  the  Snc* 
cos  Spissatus  Lactucse  Sativse  on  the  Human  Body. 

For  1814. — An  Experimental  Essay  on  the  efifects  of  the  Di« 
gitalis  Purpurea  on  tbe  circulation  of  the  hlood,  both  in  the  hi^-* 
man  species  and  other  animals,  particularly  in  fro^ 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted  to  Dr 
Duncan  senior^  secretary  to  the  Societv,  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
.January  following  the  year  for  which  they  are  announced*. 

Edinburgh^  l^th  Jpril^  1812« 

Sir, — An  obligation  will  be  conferred  on  the  Royal  Medical 
-  Society  of  Edinburff  h^  by  the  insertion  of  the  following  pan^raph 
in  your  valuable  publication. 

All  Members  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  are  invited  to 
write  An  Experimental  Essay  on  the  following  subject. 

**  To  determine,  by  experiment,  what  substances  U'e  exhaled 
by  the  skin  $  and  the  changes,  if  any,  which  they  produce  on  the 
surrounding  ain  " 

The  Dissertations  are  to  be  written  in  English,  Latin,  or 
French,  and  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  on  or  b^ore 
the  1st  of  December  181S,  (bei^s  the  year  succeeding  thajt  in 
which  the  subject  is  proposed.)  *Ine adjudication  w31  t^e  place 
in  the  last  w^eek  of  Iiebruary  foUowixig. 

To  each  Disserintion  shafl  be  prefixed  a  moCto^  and  ihis  motto 
is  to  be  written  on  the  outside  of  a  sealed  packet^  containii^ 
tbe  name  and  address  of  the  author*  No  Dissertation  will  be 
received  with  the  Author^s  name  i^Bxed  i  and  aH  Dissertatieos^ 
except  the  successful  one,  will  be  returned,  if  desired,  with  ^ 
sealeid  packet  unopened'    I  am,  &c«  N.  Bain,  Sec. 

Eiiitiburgh^  29th  Aprilf  181«. 

it  is  with  extreme  sorrow  that  we  have  to  announce  tlie^eatJi 
of  Dr  Willan  at  Madeira.  In  our  next  Number  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  a  biographical  memoir  respecting  hinu 

♦,»  Cofnmunieatiofts  may  lie  addressed  to  Uie  X^ditors,  to  tlie  car*  of  Messrs 
CovstABLE  &  Co.  £dinbur^;  Messrs  Lomgmam  &  Co.  XiQudoiti;  and  Gii4Fa.'£  & 
!(loDO£s,  Dublin. 


No.  XXXIl  -^m  be  published  on  the  Ul  of  October  1819; 
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Zietier  ia  Dt  Andrew  Duncan,  jti».  Physidttn^  Edinburgh^  fiwd 
Dr  Cochrane,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  f  Editi'^ 
bt^ghf  enclosing  a  Letter  frimi  Dr  Harness,  Commissioner  for 
Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen^  and  Communications  Jrom  Mr  Par- 
son, Dr  Burnxtt,  and  Dr  Wilson,  on  the  Ardent  Fever^  ast 
observed  at  Quadaloupe,  Gibraltar ,  and  Plymouth. 

T^ear  SiRj — I  send  jou  a  valiiable  commimication  ironi  Mr 
**^  Parson,  Surgeon  R.  N.,  now  stationed  in  Guadaloupe,  giv- 
ing an  account  of  his  sucoessftil  treatment  bt  Yellow-fever. 

I  considered  it  to  be  of  so  much  importance,  that  I  transmit-^ 
tbi  it  for  the  irispi^tidn  of  Dr  Hafhess,'  who  ^o  My  conducts . 
Ae  department  of  Commissioner  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Sea- 
men, at  the  Transport  Board,  London, 

The  opinion  which  the  Doctor  has  expf^essed  on  this  subject  is* 
sd  exactly  consonant  with  my  6wn^  that  I  eanndt  do  Mm  mor^^ 
justice  than  by  giving  you  a  copy  of  his  tetter,  which,  with  the 
facts  stated  by  Mr  Parson,  I  consider  may  have  great  weight  ^ 
in  inducing  practitioners,  both  in  the  navy  aind  army,  as  well  aa 
West  India  residents,  to  follow  up  this  mode  of  treatment  in  a^. 
disease  which  has  proved  so  fatal  to  many  brave  defenders  of 
our  coqntry ;  and,  I  trust,  when  prejudices  and  false  theories 
are  laid  aside,  this  practice  will  become  universiJi.  and  that 

TOJU  VIIl,  NO.  3'i,  B  b' 
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flcoarpe  Imt  «ttad[cd  and  defeated  by  weafXMis  equal  to  the  com* 
bat  Dr  HarneH  has  farther  done  me  the  honour  to  send  me 
two  very  interesting  and  weikwritten  papers,  olBciaDy  transoHl* 
ied  to  hhn ;  one  on  the  fever  which  appeared  at  Gibraltar  in 
18 10,  which  shows  the  ^reat  jadgment  ot  Dir  Bvmett  in  his  8nc« 
eessfbl  practice^  andeonfinne^  hi  thostroMMl  manner,  Mr  Ah> 
fohli  observationv  in  a  distant  onarter.    "nie  other  exhibits  tk^ 

tlidous  treatment  of  the  Mck  ny  Dr  Wiison,  bv  which  a  num« 
r  of  vahmbie  seamen  wese  soon  restored  to  mm  duties,  anil 
that  chiefly  by  the  free  nse  of  the  hmcet 

Copies  of  these  papers  aocompony  this;  and  I  request  ^ouwiB 
do  me  the  favour  to  insert  them,  as  soon  aa  you  can,  in  your 

2ectable  Joumd^  so  diat  thev  msy  acquire  as  extensive  a  dr- 
tion  as  their  merits  entitle  tnem  to. 

1  take  the  liberty  of -adding,  that,  these  gsptfenpn's  observfr^ 
tions  on  congestion  in  the  brain,  and  abdominal  viscera,  bein^ 
the  cause  of  all  the  violent  svmptoms  attending  this  fever,  was  ac>- 
eurately  pointed  out  by  my  fate  ingenious  young  friend,  Dr  Wit 
Kam  Irvine,  physician  to  the  ibrees  in  Sici^,  in  an  excdlent  trea-^^ 
iise  on  the  diseases  of  the  army  in  that  country,  which  was  pub- 
lished by  him  about  three  years  ago,  and  which  I  would  earnestly 
recot;^  mend  to  every  practitiooer  in  warm  dtmales^  His  constant 
Success,  in  these  cases^  by  detracting  larffe  quaiititiea  of  biqod 
ftom  the  temporal  artery,  pipvect  tW  tram  ofhi^  observiition.^ 
and,  I  think,  in  the  first  sta£;e  of  yellow-fever,  where  the  sym- 
ptoms ane  urgent,  that,  or  bleeding  in  the  juguhr  veins,  would 
j^ve  more  speedy  relief,  and  perhaps  with  the  loss  of  less  blood 
to  the  patient^  upon  ihe  whofe^  than  drawing  it  off  bw  the  arm* 

I  regret  to  add,  that  this  accoropfished  gentleman  fell  a  sacri* 
f}ce  to  htf  piofessional  duties  in  the  iskmd  of  Maka,  iu  A|ajK 
WIU 

21,  HbUland^eet^  JuneW^  1812. 

Litter  from  Dr  Harncss^  dmmkdoner^  Side  and  JFound€«t 
Seaman^  to  Dr  GoCBftMut^  fktkm  of  tht  Royml  Coli^  rf 
PhysicianSf  Edinburgh. 

*  DsAit  Sta, — ^I  am  extremely  oblig^  to  you  for  the  honour  yoii* 
have  done  me,  by  transmitting  to  me  mr  Parson's  opinioa 
l^d  treatment  of  ycUoW'^fever,  which  certainly  do  him  muds 
credit.  The  perusal  has  affi>rded  me  very  considerable  satis« 
liiction  and  pleasure,  as  it  goes  to  substantiate  the  oorrectnesa; 
and  wisdom  of  the  practice,  which  has  for  some  time  been  ol>f 
taining  generally  in  the  Royal  Navy ;  and  which,  t  am  persuad*' 
jfA^  by  a  Iwgi.feries  of  observatioa  and.  esitenaivc  praoioa  m 


•ondiern  cBmatei^  is  wnM  «  from  tli»  nantms  tftttenfeiits  of  iti 
wqperiMr  BiicG8M|  tratiamitted  to  aie  bf  tke  (i^rofesKidnal  gentlei^ 
men  of  his  Majaitjy*»  fleets  «iidl  IiospiUils  in  difibrent  pans  of  lh# 
worUy  must,  in  a  very  short  time;  be  vert  generally  adoptedt. 
I  have  long  oontfdered  the  preve&fiiori»  ikno  We  r^edjing  ot 
acute  diseases,  to  depiend  on  presertii^  the  beianee  of  the  cir^ 
coktion ;  and,  by  restorinff  it  when  lost  by  Ae  pronipt  and  de* 
dded  means  ptomnlgated  m  the  endesed,  which  I  am  iiulaoed 
to  forward  for  your  pemsal,  tiiHt  yon  asay  be  apprbied  of  thA 
sidranoe  the  practice  has  ohtaiiied,  and  oi  the  anyantage  resnkiS 
ipg  therdrom  to  hk  Mi^esty's  seihpice.    Wiicn  read,  I  will  thank 
you  to  return  them;  and  if  you  can  affiird  time  to  arrange  the 
practical  remarks  which  they  contam,  and  gife  dli^n  more  es-' 
tended  publicity,  by  procuring  them  an  insertion  in  the  Edin^ 
bnrgfa  Medical  Journal,  yc^  wifl  gfeitly  c^Uig^y  stty  dstfr  Sirj 
yovr  obedt«K  humble  servant. 
Tnfngtari  Boards  Jume  15.  I9i#; 


BaetnuA  cf  a  Ldteftjram  W.  H.  PARidK  iBiq.  &ngem  JS.  H 
Dr  Thomas  Cochrane,  FeUaw  of  the  Buyal  Oottege  qf  Pky^ 
stcianSf  Edinburgh^  oh  his  lYedtmeni  of  the  Tettosb-Fever^ 

DBAi  Sir, — According  to  my  ptomisei  I  shall  endeavour,  Ui 
as  concise  and  explicit  a  Way  as  the  limits  of  my  paper  will  ad- 
mit, to  acquaint  you  with  the  c^inioos  that  I  haf  e  deduced  from. 
B  constant  and  intimate  observation,  for  nearly  three  years,  of 
that  disease  vulgarly  called  yelloai-fever.    After  the  various  theo* 
ries  published  respecting  its  nature  and  cure^  which  I  have  most 
attentively  perused,  and  to  the  material  points  of  each  of  which 
J  have  repeatedly  attended,  you  will  be  surprised  at  finding  how 
much  this  very  tonnidable  disease  has  become.  Amplified  in  my 
estimation ;  and  while  I  deeply  lament  the  excessive  blunders 
that  have  occurred  respecting  the  modus  operandi  of  the  dis-* 
ease,  and  in  its  treatment,  I  cannot  but  wcmder,  that,  of  our 
numerous  writers  thereon,  Rush  of  Philadelphia^  and  our  army 
physician,  Jackson,  should  have  been  the  only  itulhors  Who  ap-^ 
pear  to  have  possessed  any  thing  like  ah  accurate  idea  of  its  na« 
ture,  and  the  Consequently  indicated  treatment  i  allliough  the 
whole  of  them,  I  believe,  offer  their  remarks  as  the  result  of 
practical  experience,  and  of  aniitomical  demonstratfons  on  th^ 
victims  of  the  disease.  \     . 

From  the  latter  source  of  information,  in  which  t  ^go  fiav^ 
had  too  frequent  opportunities  for  observation,  a  new  li^ht  re- 
sulting therefrom  nas  gleamed  upon  m^^  mind,  respecting  the 
€ause  of  mortality  in  the  continuea  and  tnliQUs  reraitteot  fever  of 

B  b  d 
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the  West  Indiesy  which  arei  in  my  opinioQ,  only  modificatioM 
of  the  snme  disease^  though  authors  in  Grenada,  and  partico^ 
larly  tiv  Chisbobny  who  practised  in  that  island^  consider  them 
distifict* 

This,  then.  Sir,  19  my  ereed  respecting  these  fevers^  resulting 
from  deliberate  reflection,  repeated  ocular  anatomical  denour 
ttration,  and  verfr  ecmsiderable  practical  experience  therein* 

The  predispomng  calces  I  consider,  aecordinff  to  the  old  doo^ 
trine,  to  be  manh^miasmata^  the  consequence  of  high  atmosphe- 
ric temperature,  with  moisture  irom  putrid  vq^etable  exhalations^ 
lirith  which  the  system  of  a  newly  arrived  EUiropean  being  duly 
impregnated,  a  very  slight  exciting  ^eause  is. sufficient  to  set  ths 
violent  stimulus  in  motion,  the  first  effect  of  which  is  demoo^ 
atrated  by  an  inordinate  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries^  but  af 
lionocprremondent  <Hie  in  the  venoia  and  obiorln^igfMtemSj  whicb 
are,  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease^  in  a  state  of  tor- 
por, until  the  curative  indicfitions  .are  resorted  to.       ^ 

The  morbid  force  is  ^a  most  violent  and  concentrated  charae^ 
^Tf '  exhibited  inr  the^  peeuiiar  determination  of  bloed  to.  U)e  brainf 
in  most  instances,  but  in  all  to  the  abdominal  viscera  itk  particu- 
lar, where,  upon  dissection,  the  most  formidable  traces  of  the 
disease  are  always  pfeftnt.  Its  n'aturat  coarse,  then,*  in  the  pri* 
maiy  stage,  consists  in  strong  and  rapid  movement,  ultimately 
iending  to  the  destruction  of  certain  ofgan^  by  proddcing  d>a« 
gestion  and  inflammation. 

In  what  then  do  the  curative  indicaticAls  CoiTsist  ?— ^for  it  is 
not  ceVtainTy  a  disease  in  which  the  vis  medicatrix  nature  cail 
be  confided  in,  as  the  Fi^ench  physicians  iiti  this  place  oUght  to 
he  aware  of.  My  Answer  is,  rn  unloading  the  Vessels  as  quick- 
ly as  p6]gstble,  by  copious  and  repeated  blood- letting,  until  tb^ 
symptoms  caiiTsra  by  the  Unequal  action  of,'  and  between,  the 
arterhil  and  venous  systems  abate.  These  poweriuf  means  are 
to  be  aided  by  the  free  use  of  cathartics,  so  a)5  to  (eep  ttp  a  eron^ 
^tant  itcthm  on  the  bowels,  by  tepid  dilifent  drinlcs  and  warnfi 
baths,  and,'  what  I  Consider  wouM  ha  stiU  better,  vapour-baths*^ 
to  caus^  a  determination  to  the  sD^itf. 

The  primai^ir  inflammatory  symptoms  being  by  these  means' 
Mnoved,  the  cold  or  tepid  affusion,  according  to  the  patient's 
strength,  becctfnes  highfy  serviceable  in  Removing  any  remaining^ 
febrile  action,  or  rattier  disposition  thereto  i  But  in  the  first  at* 
iack,  I  am  certain  I  have  e^p<^Hen(5ed  an  hnjnrious  tendency  in^ 
the  former  remedy,  when  mercury  formed  my  principi^i  reli-« 
ince ;  and  I  believe  that  most  respectable  author,  Dr  Cofrie^ 
considered  c6ld  affusion  inadmissible  where  local  intcmatvjfietm^ 
rhation  was  prcsient  or  expected^ 
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'.  As  to  metxury,  I  cannot  absolutely  determine  whether  som« 
recoveries  I  have  seen  take  place  arose  from  iu  influence,  /Qtr 
from,  other  accompanying  means.  A  very  full  and  just  trial  ^ 
this  mineral,  and  its  almost  total  failure  .with  me,  obliges  me  to 
declare,  that  my  faith  in  its  efficacy,  in  the  fever  alluded  to,  j|i 
completely  shaken ; — and  I  verv  mudh  doubt  if  it  .ever  has  eS^tr 
ed  any  cure,  after  congestions  nave  once  taken  place,  where  it9 
use  would  be  of  most  avail.  Indeed**  so  remarkably  torpid  are 
the<  absorbents,  during  the  continuance  of  the  disease,  that  J 
equally  doubt  ^  aojr.  part  of  the  mercury  is  absorbed,  until  the 
disease  has  been  greatly  moderated  bjr  other  more  effectual 
tneans. 

*  .  •  « 

When  I  first  arrived  in  this  country,  vanity  induced  me  to 
suppose,  that  because  I  had  previously  been  some  time  in  a  tret* 
pical  climate  (the  Brazils),  that  I  was  cuily  prepared  to  treat  We^t 
India  diseases.  Subsequent  experience  has  compktei|y  exposed 
4o  me  my  own  presumption,  .and  tHat  I  then  possessed  notfilni; 
more  than  commonplace  school  opinions  concerning,  them^  wkicu 
{>ractical  observations  have  proved  to  be  ill-founded  and  fallacious. 
.  You  very  justly  observe,  that  it  is  a  disease  which  must  soon 
hon^iUe  self<>suiHcieney,  and  has  confounded  several  fiae*spuil 
theories;  and  it  also  perfectly  justifies  the  .remarks  in  your  last 
£sivour,  that  a  man  is  bewildered  when  he  has  begun,  as  ha 
thinks,  sufficiently  scientifically  to  work,  and  at  last  finds,  from 
woful  disappoifttmenX,  that  he  has  to  strike  out  a  new  plan  for 
himself. 

'  This  is  yreduly  my  own  case:  although  I  have  the  happiness 
^o  add,  that  my  experience  has  not  he^  purchased  at  the  exr 
pensc  of  many  fatal  ternuaations  of  fever,  having  never  placed 
entire  confidence  in  any  particular  theory,  or  even  in  the  ci-d^ 
vant  supposed  qiecific,  Mercury,  but  ever  kept  in  view  tlie  rdief 
of  urgent  symptoms;  and  from  very  extensi^  practice  in  this 
fever,  and  ooular.proof  of  the  affections  of  the  organs  that  parti* 
cularly  suffer,  via.  the  death  of  the  stomach  and  upper  intestines*, 
by  inflammation,  congestion  in  the  liver,  and  in  the  venous 
system  universally,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  whole  of  the  ab- 
dominal vbcera  in  a  diseased  state ;  from  these  circumstances* 
J  confidently  hope  in  having  arrived  nuieh  nearer  to  perfection 
in  the  treatment  of  yellow-iever,  and  I  am  truly  happy  to  stat^» 
that  ihe  result  of  my  practice  justifies  such  hope- 
Since  the  opening  of  the  hospital  in  ihis  town,  last  Aprilt 
where  we  have  usually  this  fever  i^  the  highest  degree,  among 
the  American  and  European  seamen^  which  may  be  attributed, 
I  suppose,  to  the  predisposing  icause,  marshy  miasmata,  predo- 
ininating  in  a  high.degreei  and  the  exciting  on^S|  fiew  runi^  and 


fuuatam  in  die  sm^  being  iaordinatdj  mlied,  the  retoK  of 
ttijr  pnctioe  i%  tbat  out  of  819  cMn  of  high  degrees  of  tbia^ 
&ver»  S6  haire  died,  maloBg  little  more  than  one  in  seven.  It 
■nut  ako  be  obsenrcdt  tbac  nisny  of  these  had  been  receive 
ed  after  they  had  been  iU  from  13  to  24  hoort ;  some  where 
cengestKMi  had  tafa»  pbce*  ^od  others  where  the  eftols  of 
^tmgettian  were  present,  forming  die  bst  stage  of  the  disease, 
mid  evinosd  by  a  oombinatioii  of  gastritis,  hqiadtis,  and  ente- 
nds,  aooooDpanicd  wteh  the  dreadful  sjmpt^mis  of  these  die* 
taaes.  In  this  advanoed  state,  no  remedy  I  have  yet  tried  is  of 
any  avail.  Bleeding  lefieves  for  a  tione  e?en  after  eongesdon 
Ms  taken  phoe,  bat  in  every  insumoe  where  it  has  been  resorted 
to  in  that  stat^  it  appeared  to  acoderate  death.  A  remarkable 
difterence  is  observable  in  this  fiital  event,  between  those  who 
1^*^^  and  those  who  have  not  lost  blood  $  the  former  terminst-ir 
ing  their  eaustence  apparently  under  no  suflbrings,  while  in  the 
wter  they  are  frequently,  and  fi^r  the  most  part,  horrid  and 
iiraeaeribable. 

Hiere  is  anodic  primary  demonstration  of  the  nature  of  A^ 
*"^^  observable  here  very  frequently,  which  appears  to  toe  de- 
pending upon  an  increased  impregnation  of  the  subject  with  thA 
^stilential  miasmata.    Instead  of  finding  on  the  first  attack  great 
heat  of  the  skin,  and  strong  arterial  action,  with  the  usual  de* 
lerminaticm  to  the  head,  indicated  by  a  flushed  counttfianoet 
^c,  we  have  the  sur&ceof  the  body  constricted,  the  pulse  smaD, 
And  in  some  instanct^  ^ardly  discernible,  though,  upon  pressure^ 
toise  and  corded,  coolness  of  the  extremities,  with  the  action  of 
the  heart  in  a  manner  suspended.    These  symptoms,  with  iheit 
^ncomitants  increased  anxiety,  JBlc  indicate,  I  think,  a  higher 
d^ree  of  disease,  a  larger  determination  of  blood  to  the  inter-* 
naJ  organs,  with  an  increased  dispositicm  to  torpor  in  the  vans  $ 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  pulse  always  rising  and  becoming 
inore  pleasant  sifter  each  bleeding,  where  such  symptoms  exist^ 
And  the  repeating  of  the  blood-letting  according  to  their  urgen* 
cy*  with  extensive  purging,  and  the  warm-bath,  but  seldom 
fmling  in  their  removal,  are  sufficient  proofs  of  this  opinion  be« 
ing  well  founded  ;  and  I  have  actually  within  these  eight  months 
bled  patients  repeatedly  under  such  symptoms,  and  thereby  saved 
^beir  lives,  when  I  am  positive  European  physicians  of  the  first 
character,  who  had  never  before  ^een  this  fever,  would  have  de^ 
claimed  against  roe  as  a  maniac,  and  predicted  the  certain  }os$ 
of  the  patient  in  consequence. 

My  success,  however,  by  the  detailed  mode  of  treatment 
whidb  the  hospital  books  will  at  all  times  autbenticdte,  is  the  bes( 
iiroBcher  for  my  theory  and  practice^  which  I  do  no^  Sii^^  pre^ 
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«iime  to  offer  as  4idve1,  but  which  have  been  tbomucii  overlooked 
froin  not  appearing  to  have  reason  f^r  their  basis ;  and  unhappily 
^T  the  many  thousands  who  have  faflen  vtcdnn  to  this  fatal  dis** 
<ea6e  in  the  Antilles,  depletory  measures  in  its  commencement 
were  formerly  brmight  into  disrepute,  by  the  lancet  being  ^ther  too  * 
sparingly  or  too  indiscriminately  used,— or,  in  plain  terras,  from' 
bleeding  not  having  been  carried  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  conqaer 
tiie  primary  symptoms,  or  from  having  b^n  had  recourse  to  after 
coi^estion  had  formed,  wh^e  it  could  only  have  the  effi^ct  of  more 
jqaickly  destrojring  the  unhappy  sufferer.     From  this  careless  and ' 
fodiscriminateuseof  an  Herculean  remedy,  it  became  tome  years' 
i^enoe  superseded  by  a  supposed  specific.     I  do  hot  presume  to' 
4issert  that  venesectton  alone,  in  the  commencement,  might  put  a 
atop  to  the  progress  of  die  fever,  without  the  co-oper&tion  of  re-' 
peated  blisters,  purgatives,  &c.     In  the  use  of  these,  ^y  expe- 
rience does  not  accord  with  the  practice  a!  Rush,  (an  Author  1* 
kighly  respect),  who  advises  the  exhibition  of  too  large  a  dose  of 
«ubmurtas  hydrargyri,  without  a  sufficiency  of  other  cathartic' 
medicine  )to  dispose  it  particularly  to  act  on  the  intestinal  canal, 
as  I  find  that  four  or  nve  grains  of  calomel,  combined  with  15 
or  20  girains  of  jalap  for  a  dose,  is  much  more  efiectual  and 
certain  in  its  operation  than  10  of  the  former  and  15  of  the  Ja/t-^ 
ter^  which  he  prescribes.     The  purgative  I  asually  repeat  three 
4Mr  four  times,  at  intervals  of  six  and  eight  hours,  nnding  that  as 
long  as  the  least  disposition  to  a  determination  of  blood  to  the 
yiscera  continoes,  and  for  a  «hort  time  eJker  the  restoration  of 
^n  equal  circulation,  the  morbid  hepatic  secretion  remains  $  and 
this  circumstance  itself  assigns  a  cause  for  an  irregular  inter- 
mittent,  with  bilious  vomitings,  so  frequently  foHowing  a  violent 
attack  of  continued  fever  in  a  new-comer,  and  which  I  myself 
personally  expmenced. 

I  have  extended  this  detafl  to  an  unintended  length,  for  wbich  I 
bave  to  daim  your  patience  and  pardoUr  hoping  that  the  warmth 
I. feel  on  so  interesting  a  sutject,  and  that  the  remarks  I  have 
the  honour  of  communicadng  being  truly  ^^yenuine,  the  oflFspring 
^f  daily  and  hourly  experience,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  its  pro- 
lixity ;  and  {  rather  lament  the  want  of  talent  which  obliges  me  to 
decline  p£fering  to  the  profession  observations  on  tliis  formidable 
disease,  further  than  by  endeavouring  to  enlighten  and  simplify 
this  importat]t  complicated  subject,  and  guard  ihe  inexperienced 
practitioner  against  indiscriminate  eiror  in  the  use  of  the  only 
effectual  remedies  in  the  disease  in  question. 

I  have  omitted  to  notice,  that  where  the  mischief  has  once  ta- 
ken place,  viz.  congestion  and  consequent  injlammation  and  gan^ 
£teue^  human  pov^ers  ar^  but  of  little  avail.    The  baths  that  yon^ 


jKoonuDend  in  inch  %  state  (a  stnmg  infimcm  rf  camieiim\ 
would  ia  aD  pit^abiUty  be  the  most  ^cacioua  of  a^eSi 
Ihat  could  be  resorted  to.    I  have  had  no  opportuaity,  sincelSr 
]m|;eDious  oommunicatioiis,  of  trying  them  ;  but  depend  upou  it. 

"l  .     l^L'^W.^  r*^.^^^  they  shall  not  be  ioat  sight  c£«uj 
.tjieur  effects  shall  be  faithfully  reported.  **     -^—t* 

I  have,  in  the  latter  stage,  seen  good  effects  from  bark 
enemas,  and  a  very  extensive  use  of  difiusible  stimuli.  1  am 
myujlf  a  Hying  instance  of  this,-«s  when  hibouring  under 
bkck  vomitmg,  smgultus,  coldness  of  the  extremities,  and  total 
insensibility,  two  bottles  of  champagne  and  nearly  a  bottled 
brandy  were  cot  down  in  one  night,  from  which,  with  insulating 
me  with  bottles  of  warm  water,  and  covering  nearly  the  whole 
surface  of  my  body  with  bUsters  and  mustard  plasters  I  was 
spared  to  be  a  witness  to  the  efficacy  of  stimulaiUs  in  the  last 
staM  of  the  disease. 

His  Excellency's  secretary  Mr  K, .  U  another;  but  such 

ranarkable  mstances  arc  very  rare;  and  aldiough  the  means 
should  never  be  neglepted,  confident  hopes  of  their  success  must 
not  prevail 

Ypur  observation  respecting  the  use  of  Fowler's  solution  in 
remittents  and  intermittents,  is  extremely  correct.  Its  use  wi A 
me  in  those  diseases  has  been  unboundedly  successful  narticu 
larly  where  the  b^rk  ba»  Wled.  Experience  teachea  me  tliat  in 
^mittentp  in  thip  country  are  very  frequently  connected  with 
diseased  viscera,  part|cukr|y  the  hver ;  and  from  this  cause  I 
have  frequently  succeeded  m  their  cure  by  the  employment  of 
mercury,  after  the  bark  and  arsemc  have  failed.        f   J    ^^  ^ 

Our  hospital  here,  and  its  establishment.  doAnnAi  u^^ * 

the  «bil»ues*^and  philanthropy  of  him  •  who  deSeSdtlSZn? 
and  effected  the  latten  It  is  on  the  same  plan  f fS-  nt  i  ^  ' 
naval  bospitpl.  which  the  fame  talent  for  all "thS  fa  u^nl  W,!!? 
in  the  caufe  of  humanity  also  conceived.  This  refuge  forthe  S 
]D«riner  wiU  at  prespnt  comfortably  lodire  40  ^oH^J.  vtKSMos 
of  ^ergencfeo  ,  and  should  L  tZ^tlT^'X^'i'^ 


case 


nal  plan  of  adding  another  wing  wiU  be  pumuS!  I^^'T^^ 
^  by  a  to  of  a  quarter  dollar  per  ton  oi  all  veiU  e^t^^^ 
ports,  and  the  patients  receiyed  paying  a  do^a  dS  f.£ 
they  remain  in  the  hospital,  ""f  »  vmy*  »»"« 

Thefearof  intruding  prevent*  me  from  «;  J  J  :^    ^  ,    .    ' 

pf  «yr^g  Dr  Har^rss  on  thi,"  SS^e^f  ^^^vS '^"^ 


conceiving  that. 


The  Honourable  Sir  Alexander  Cochr 


Jif  the  White,  and  Poverfipr  of  Gv^Sid!^^^'  ^"  ®-  Vice-AdmiraJ 


Uf». 


Dr  Burnetii  ObservaiionSf  ^<r. 


throiigfa  diat  worthy  man,  the  junior  department  of  my  brother' 
officers  might  profit  by  my  observations,  and  that  by  bis  judicious 
advice  and  authori^  a  number  of  valuable  lives  might  be  saved 
to  our  navy  in  the  West  Indies.     I  shall  feel  highly  pleased  with* 
a  continuance  of  your  instructive  correspondence,  and  request 
you  will  be  pleased  to  hotlour-me  with  your  remarks  on  th^ 
{>rofe6sional  subjects  contained  in  this  long  letter. 
Colonial  Hospital^  Pointe  a  Fetre^ 
Quadahupey  6tk  March  1812. 


IL 


Some  Account  df  a  Tever  that  ajjpeared  at  Gibraltar  in  the  month 
of  October  1810,  communicated  to  the  Honourable  Coinmissioii£rg 
q/'  His  Majesty^ s  Transport  Boards  by  W.  BurnetTi  M.D« 
jPAysician  to  Ike. Fleet  on  the  Meditetrattean  ^tatia»m 

npHE  destruction  occasioned-  by  the  epidemic  that  prevailed  at 
-^  Gibraltar  ui  the  year  ISO!-,  will  be  long  remembered  by  the- 
ildiabkantsy  and  the  British-  empire  at  large,  when  the  mediod 
history  of  it  is  buried  in  oblivion. 

It  is  Bmoste3araordinary  circumstance,  that,  after  a  period  of 
8£Mren  yaars  has  elapsed,  not  one  of  the  medical  men  who  were 
there  have  given  to  the  world  tlie  smallest  account  of  it.    We 
have  DO  description  of  its  symptoms^  noir  any  statement  of  the 
melhdda  which  were  employed  for  the  cure ;  no  beacon  to  direct' 
us  in  the  event  of  the  same  dreadful  visitation  again  occurring  ;.^ 
all  is  left  to  the  genius  and  industry  of  luture  pnictitioners.   Since' 
that  period  of  disease  and  distress,  the  appearance  of  fever  Bt 
any  time  in  the  gan*bon  has  been  looked  u|K>n  with  a  most  sus*' 
picious  eyei  and*the  oomouinication  being  now  open  with  Spain^ 
where»  from  the  unhappy  state  of  the  country,  individual  dii« 
tress  is  far  more  frequent^  and  public  affairs  less  attended  to,  a 
fjpver  has  in  many  places,  but  more,  particularly  in  Carthagena» 
frequently  broken  out,  and  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar  have  at 
different  times  been  thrown  into  a  state  of  great  anxiety. 

In  the  month  of  September  1810,  several  transports,  having  911 
board  deserters  from  the  French  army,  arrived  from  Carthage- 
n^  upder  the  convoy  pf  his  ^Is^e&tyu  ship  Inipericuspj  aifiunjf  ' 
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w1k>ib  a  fever  appeared,  of  whidi  tome  bad  died,  banritig  bo  . 
medical  assiaUnoe.    They  were  put  ttador  strict  qoanuntine;  altd 
m  iiie(}ioaI  attendant  having  been  eentfroai  the  shore  was  attacki> . 
ed  with  the  same  disease* 

About  this  time  between  two  and  three  hmidred  men  ar- 
il^ved  in  a  frigate  from  England,  for  tbe  purpose  of  manning 
a  flotilla  of  gun-boats,  and  were  put  on  board  the  San  Juan,  ly- 
ing in  the  mole.  Shortly  ^fter  their  arrival,  the  heavy  tains' 
which  occur  at  this  season  of  .the  year  to^  place,  and  were  fol- 
lowed by  intense  heat  On  the  28th,  29th,  and  SOth  of  Sep- 
tember, I  was  informed  by  a  letter  from  Mr  Donnet,  that  twen- 
ty-six men  from  the  San  Juan  were  received  into  the  hospital, 
and  several  more  followed  on  tbe  succeeding  days. 

The  first  symptoms  were  prostration  of  strength,  succeeded 
by  chills,  cynanche  tonsillaris,  great  irritability  of  stomach, 
and  the  usual  symptoms  of  the  epidemic  of  the  season.  The 
treatment  of  these  patients  was  by  purgatives,  calomel,  blisters  to 
the  region  of  the  stomach;  in  some  cases  coM  afKision  wasused^, 
and  two  or  three  were  bled  once.  Four  died,  one  of  whom  had 
been  bled. 

in  die  case  of  one  who  was  examined  after  death,  tnarks  of 
high  inflauMatioii  cf  the  brain  were  defected ;  the  vessels  on  tbe 
surface  were  exceedingly  turgid,  and  about  six  onnces  of  serum 
were  contained  in  the  left  ventricle ;  the  gatt  bladder  was  Ml  ^ 
m  dark  inspissated  aubstanoe,  resembling  pitob. 

In  the  latter  endof  Oct<4>er,  some  persons  liviiwin  the  setatb, 
■Dore  particularly  about  the  nlaee  called  Scud  Hiu,  were  taken 
iU  with  a  fever,  said  to  be  of  a  sospicioas  nature;  and  shortiy 
after,  several  soldiers  of  the  7tfa  Royal  Veteran  battalion,  quartelr- 
ad  in  the  town,  were  attacked  with  a  disease  said  to  be  the  Bo- 
1am  fever;  the  same  that  bad  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  1804. 
One  seijeant  and  thirte«i  privates  were  in  all  «ttadced  vrith  this 
disease ;  there  were  also  four  with  the  biliotts  remitlent,  and  one 
denominated  the  typhns  lever. 

Of  the  fourteen  with  what  is  caBed  the  Bultta,  six  died,  and 
two  out  of  fcmr  died  with  the  bilious  remittoit  t  the  case  of  ty- 
phus was  convalescent  in  twenty  days.  Of  the  cases  that  occur- 
red in  private  life,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  account,  nor 
indeed  have  I  a  detailed  case  from  the  raiment;  but  I  subjoin 
the  general  accounts  of  Mr  P^m,  deputy- inspector  of  hospitals, 
jmd  that  of  Mr  Kidson,  surgeon  of  the  Veterans. 

Mr  KidsotCs  Account* 

.  **  The  first  symptoms  of  the  fever  which  made  its  appearanea 
f9  the  7th  Veteran  BattalicNOi  in  this  garrison,  in  Qcloba:ilU0,we^ 
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MyetingSf  mceeeded  by  heat,  acute  pain  across  {he  forehead, 
sDinetiines  e&tendiog  over  the  whole  h^;  pain  in  the  bade  Btiit- 
ioitisi  ffireat  oppression  at  the  breast;  fuU  and  quick  pulse;  tongue 
eoirered' with  a  Inrown  or  black  crust;  *  ejes  red.  On  the  second" 
day*  the  patient  Mi  easier;  the  bresst  and  artM  were  covered  with 
livid  bk)tches ;  and  sometimes  the  vomiting  of  a  fluid,  with  a  ne^ 
ditnent  resembling  coffee-grounds.  Beath  g^erally  sucoedded  in 
a  few  hours  afterwards.  The  medicines  round  to  give  mo6t  r^ 
Mef»  were  the  antim.  tartarisat,  cabmel,  and  opium.  ** 

MrPy/kU  A&umnij  commtnkated  ioinehfa  Fritnd^  is  t^fiH^Utt: 

*'  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  morning,  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
form you,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  fever  which  prevails  on  board 
the  transports  hom  Carthagena,  is  the  contagious  fever  of  the. 
West  Inaies,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Bulam  Fever^  from  luL 
ha^ng  been  imported  from  that  settlement  to  the  island  of  Gre^ 
nada  in  17dd.  It  is  the  same  disease  which  prevailed  in  Spaia 
in  the  years  1^0  and  1^03,  and  at  GibralUr  in  1804<« 

**  The  most  violent  mode  of  attack  is  shivering,  with  excruci- 
Itting  headachh  confined  chiefly  to  the  fot'ehead;  pain  in  the  back 
and  clilves  of  the  legS;  the  skin  becomes  burning  hot;  and  the  eyes 
have  the  appearance  of  a  person  intoxicated ;  the  pulse  beats  frooa 
)00  to  UO  in  a  minute;  then  follows  thirst,  with  pain  in  the  re^ 
|rion  of  the  stomach ;  but  from  sickness  and  irritability  of  ^to^ 
macfap  no  drink  can  be  retained.  There  is  an  almost  omstant 
vomiting ;  at  first  of  a  bilious  matter;  but,  about  the  second  day^ 
what  is  Drought  up,  is  mixed  with  a  substaoce  resembling  coffee- 
grounds*  wiSa  cold  extremities^  clammy  perspiration,  and  relief 
of  pain ;  a  few  hours  after  which,  death  generally  ensues,  f  t]| 
this  violent  attack,  the  disease  commonly  terminates  on  or  before 
the  fifth  day;  haemorrhage  from  the  nose,  mouth,  and  bowek^ 
is  also  a  very  common  symptom,  with  yellowness  of  the  skin^ 
Sometimes  the  disease  is  very  mild,  and  seems  to  be  cut  short  by. 
the  operation  of  an  emetic  and  purgative. 

'^  The  disease  differs  very  materially  from  the  bilious  or  yellow^ 
fever*,  which^  is  common  in  this  country  during  the  summer 
months :  This  last  is  not  contagious;  the  pulse  often  slower  than 

■    I  ■  ■■■■■*-      —-^r  ■■  I  I     I    ■  ■■■     I     ^wm^mm^>m»m  i         i  ■        i  "^ 

♦  iJbie  by  Br  Burhett — This  could  not  be  at  the  commencement 
of  the  disease.  In  Id  cases  out  of  ^0,  the  tongue  is  either  white,  or 
Rightly  tinged  yelldw,  during  the  first  three  days  ;'that  is^  until  gast* 
Vic  symptoms  commence. 

\  Not^  by  pr  B.-^The  same  train  of  symptoms  have  been  re- 
marked on  board  several  of  the  ships  of  the  fleet ;  but  the  patiefit  has 
not  been  dbserved  to  pass  through  the  different  stages  so  rapidly  as 
Is  here  described.         '  <^.'     ' 
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sfttural.  It  Is  generally  attended  with  inflammation  of  the  liver; 
in  relieved  by  bleeding,  and  seldom  runs  its  course  before  eight 
or  nine  days.  The  first  is  contagious ;  the  pulse  very  quick ; 
does  not  bear  bleeding;  and  generally  terminates  before  the  fifth 
day.  It  is  very  often  attended  with  the  fatal  symptoms  of  black 
vomiting.  ** 

The  total  number  attacked  in  the  garrison  was  thirty-eighty  <if 
whom  twenty-three  died.  As  I  bad  no  opportunity  for  personal 
observation^  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  give  firom  ipy- 
aelf  an  account  of  this  fever ;  but  a  few  remai'ks  on  that  given 
Vy  the  two  before-mentioned  medical  gentlemen,  may  not  be  im- 
proper. 

Mr  Kidson  says,  '<  his  patients  had  great  oppression  at  the 
breast ;  quick  and  full  pulse ;  tongue  crusted  brown  or  black  ; 
severe  headach,  and  red  e}'es/*  Surely  no  one  wiO  contend  but 
chat  this  is  the  description  of  a  diHease,  highly  inflammatory  in 
ihe  beginning,  whatever  its  termination  may  afterwards  have 
been.  Yet  no  means  are  taken  to  allay  the  inordinate  action.  In 
truth,  if  any  could  have  been  thought  of,  worse  than  another,  it 
was  an  emetic,  which  could  only  tend  to  confirm  the  congestion; 
and,  by  increasing  the  high  vascular  action,  produce  gangrene 
6f  some  of  the  viscera,  ana  finally  hurry  the  patient  to  bis  grave. 
The  use  of  emetics,  for  the  cure  of  yello%v- fever,  is  a  practice  that 
lias  long  and  deservedly  been  laid  aside ;  for,  in  general,  irrita- 
bility of  stomach  and  vomiting  are  the  most  formidable  symp- 
toms we  have  to  contend  with.  The  liver  is  commonly  more  or 
kss  inflamed,  both  in  the  yellow- fever  of  ihe  West  Indies,  pro- 
j^rly  so  called,  and  in  the  oilious  remittent  of  this  country: — -now 
mudb  then  must  this  inflammation  be  increased  by  the  opera- 
tion of  an  emetic  exciting  such  strong  contractions  of  the  dia- 
phragm ?  The  determination  to  the  head  wst&  great  and  mani* 
test,  yet  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  to  relieve  it:  if  the 
Jancet  was  deemed  an  improper  remedy,  cold  afiiision  might  have 
been  substituted  with  advantage.  Mr  Pym  says,  •*  the  pulse 
is  very  quick, "  by  wdy  of  distinction ;  but  I  fear  this  would 
l^uide  us  but  little  in  our  diagnosis,  as  I  imagine  it  to  be  the 
case  at  some  period  or  other  in  all  febrile  diseases  which  termi- 
nate fatally,  and  generally  to  be  met  with  in  the  bilious  remittent. 
"With  respeet  to  this  fever  "  not  bearing  bleeding,  **  1  cauQot 
learn  that  it  has  been  tried  in  any  case  in  die  garrison  of  Glbral" 
tar ;  nor  have  I  reason  to  think  was  calomel,  in  any  instance, 
jcarried  so  far  as  to  excite  ptyalism.  The  relief  experienced  by  the 
patient  on  the  second  dav  is  easily  accounted,  for.  The  inflam- 
matory stage  of  tbe;livcr  had  passed,  gangrene  had  commenced  40 
fionjc  0/  the  viscera;  cold  extremities^  clammy  sweats,  with  r^. 
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lief  of  pain,  were  the  nataral  followers,-  and  deathi  iaa  short  timet 
the  certain  consequence  of  so  formidable  a  train  of  symptoms. 

In  the  fever  that  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  1804*,  bleeding  was 
found,  in  many  instances,  of  singular  benefit.  A  gentleman  now 
living  on  the  rock,  informs  me  that  he  was  bled  largely ;  tha^  on 
the  third  bleeding  he  felt  quite  in  heaven,  and  he  had  a  rapid 
recovery:  But  it  seems  that  this  jpractice  was  not  general,  nor  is 
there  a  case  where  th^  cold  aiFusion  was  tried. 

Why  Mr  Pym  has -called  this  the  Bidam  fever,  it  is  impossi* 
i>le  (or  me  to  conjecture. 

Out  of  the  fourteen  cases  that  occurred  in  the  7th  Vetera^ 
Battalion,  only  two  had,  what  was  supposed  to  be,  the  black 
Vomiting,  and  six  died.  Cleghorn,  in  his  diseases  of  Minorca^ 
second  edition,  page  16.  and  Chap.  III.  speaking  of  the  tertiant 
.which  is  the  bilious  remittent  and  epidemic  of  the  season,  say% 
**  but  the.  greatest  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  if  a  few  drop# 
of  blood  fall  from  the  nose, — ^if  black  matter  like  coffee-grounds 
is  discharged  upwards  or  downwardsj^ "  &c. 

This  is  written  in  the  year  1762,  and  the  Bulam  was  not 
lieard  of  till  1793.  It  is  called  contagious,  which,  even  allowing 
it  for  a  moment  to  be  of  true  Bulam  origin,  is  a  point  far  from 
being  decided  even  in  the  West  Indies:  Indeed  the  b^st  of  OHr 
practitioners  consider  the  yellow-fever  to  be  a  disease  not  conir 
municable  either  by  contact  with  the  sick;,  or  through  the  xnedir 
urn  of  the  atmosphere;  and  there  is  no  instance,  in  1810,  of  th^ 
attack  of  the  fever  at  Gibraltar  having  been  the  consequence  o^ 
any  one's  attendance  pn  the  sick.  The  only  person  tak^n  iU  i^ 
the  hospital  of  the  Veterans,  is  one  classed  under  the  head  of 
bilioiis  remittent.  ♦- 

The  yellow  suffusion  is  a  common  symptom  in  most  of  tbf 
autumnal  epidemics,  and  was  frequent  amongst  the  marines  af 
Portsmouth,  who  were  attacked  with  a  remittent  fever,  as  relatr* 
ed  by  Dr  Lind,  in  1765.  Haemorrh^e  from  the  nose,  mouthy 
Und  bowels,  are  bv  no  means  symptoms  solely  characteristic  o^ 
the  Bulam ;  for  they  frequently  occur  in  the  fevers  of  wari^ 
climates,  as  1  have  myself  witnessed  ^  and  are  sometimes  broaghjt 
on  by  other  causes,  not  dependent  on  the  disease*  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1800,  while  lying  in  Mahon,  with  the  expedition  under 
the  orders  of  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  ttalpb  Abercrombie,  many  of 
the  ships'  companies  were'  Attacked  v^ith  the  bilious  remittent 
fever ;  amongst  the  rest  the  t)iadem,  of  which  ship  t  was  theQ 
surgcfon,  had  about  forty  men  taken  illj  the  greater  part  of  whom^ 
by  the  employment  of  liberal  evacuations  in  the  early  stage  of 
the  disease,  rapidly  recovered.  One  patient  had  extreme  icrltoi- 
tiility  of  9tomach|  whjich  I  in  vain  endeavoured  to  allay,  ai^id 
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imiog  a  ibrenooii  I  was  aboent  on  dotjy  n^  aanstaBt  gs?e  hnik 
an  emetic  of  tartariaed  antiiiKmy  |  the  vomiciiig  increaaedy  and 
Bever  afterwards  for  a  moment  left  him  i  he  passed  Mood  by  the 
B08e»  mouthy  and  anas,  and  finaffv  died  at  the  faospitaL  This 
was  the  only  case  that  we  lost  On  looking  over  the  notes  I 
ioA  of  the  whole,  I  find  that  the  patients  who  were  bled  most 
fccofered  soonest,  and  in  these  eases  the  ydlow  suffiiaon  was  in 
general  prevented* 

In  the  latter  end  of  October,  or  bq^iniring  of  Novembor  1810, 
Ae  Leviathan  went  to  Gibraltar  to  refit,  and  took  nnder  her 
convoy  some  tnuisports  wi^  deserters,  who  also  had  a  fever 
prevatent  amongst  them :  The  Leviathan  lay  in  the  Mole,  and 
sometime  after  she  was  there,  many  of  her  ship's  company  were 
attacked  with  fever,  attended  with  fireqnent  stools  and  high  in-^ 
€anunati(m  of  the  abdomin&I  viscera.  Several  died,  but,  on  their 
liaving  reoonrse  to  the  lancet,  every  succeeding  case  recovered. 

From  the  foregoing  accounts,  and  from  all  the  informatton  I 
have  been  able  to  glean,  I  am  incKned  to  diink  that  the  fiever 
irfiich  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  1810,  was  not,  as  has  been  said» 
the  Buiam,  but  the  genuine  bifions  remittent  of  the  season. 

No  proof  of  contagion  imported  from  the  transports  has  beeit 
attempted  to  be  produced  $  and  it  was  before  shown,  that  no  one 
leceiml  the  contagion  from  attendance  on  the  sick  on  shore  9 
and  a  centionan,  who  has  had  much  experiaice  in  the  diseases 
of  the^lVest  Indies,  said  that  he  could  only  call  two  or  three 
of  Mr  Kidson's  cMes  suspicions,  at  the  utmost.  It  is  diereforer 
to  be  presumed,  that  this  was  a  fever,  only  in  some  instances 
A ftrtng  in  grade  from  the  epidemic  of  the  season,  and  in  whxfA^ 
by  the  adoption  of  prompt  and  liberal  evacuations,  the  whole  of 
Ae  bad  symptoms  woula,  in  aH  probability,  have  been  prevent» 
-ed.  A  disease,  so  violent  in  its  attack,  must  be  met  by  a,  cor- 
responding practice,  or,  in  ail  probaUIity,  your  patient  is  lost. 
There  is  no  time  for  hesitation.  If  a  patient  omnplains  to  yoa 
of  ^  ezcrudating  headach,  fuH  and  quick  pulse,  with  suffusion 
tyf  the  eyes,  and  oppressed  breathing, "  as  soon  as  the  hot  sta^ 
of  the  fever  is  formed,  the  redaction  will  be  great ;  bleeding  bo^i 
general  and  local  should  be  had  recourse  to ;  not  a  bleecnng  of 
a  few  ounces,  but  yon  must  bleed  tiH  a  remission  is  product 
which  will  often  not  happen  till  your  patient  has  lost  fifty  or 
sixty  ounces  of  blood.  A  brisk  cathartic  of  submurias  hydrarg<r 
with  pulv.  jalap,  should  be  given,  and  repeated  if  necessary,  and 
the  whole  of  the  antiphloffisuc  regimen  strictly  pursued.  A  deteiv 
mination  to  the  suriaee  snould  be  promoted  by  smaU  doses  of  tb^ 
fntlv.  antim.  and  calomel,  or  the  jiilep.  ammon,  acetat.  and  a  plea* 
tjfal  us^  of  ^ttnts«^    By  these  meansi  if  you  have  been  eaUed 
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sufllseintly  ettrljr  to  year  polieixt,  yot»  wiB  aeldosn  ftO  in  procure 
ing  a  complete  renission  in  24  iKmrs*  Yon  must  guard  yoiir 
patient  firom  relapse  by  qutet^  and  by  open  bowels  fer  a  fevr 
days, — by  an  almost  total  abstinence  from  animal  food ;  and  af 
llie  end  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  he  will  be  able  to  return  to  his 
ttsmd  oecupatioii..  This  I  have  done  in  hundreds  of  cases.  But 
always  bear  in  mind,  '*  that  the  quantity  of  blood  taken  must 
be  in  proportion  to  the  riolence  of  the  disease.  *- 

While  I  am  writing  this,  I  have  before  me  a  mehneboly  ex<« 
ample  of  the  evils  of  a  ecmtrary  practice,  in  the  cases  of  hisr 
Majesty's  ships  Temeraire  and  tnTincible.  Those  ships,  lying* 
hi  Midion,  have  had  their  crews  attacked  with  bilious  reimttent 
fever.  Twenty  have  died  in  the  first,  and  seven  in  the  latter; 
bat  independent  of  this,  the  wlnrfe  who  have  had  severe  attackt 
are  in  such  a  state  of  extenuation,  that  it  wilt  be  a  long  timel 
befcHre-  they  can  be  fit  for  their  duties,  and  are  constantly  re*' 
Itotpsing.  *  Bol  this  is  not  att;  they  return  to  their  ships  with 
l^mdular  obstructions,  or  the  foundation  of  phthisis  laid,  and  f 
ftsar  many  (rf^  them  will  eventually  be  lost  to  &e  service  and  tor 
themsdves.  Knowing  that  the  Temeraire  would  be  in  Mahoix 
iot  the  summer,  I  told  the  surgeon  what  would  happen,  and  die 
plan  he  diould  adopt,  but  my  advice  was-  disregarded^— the  con** 
sequence  is  seen.  Bat  as  if  more  particnlai^  to  confirm  the 
trath  and  propriety  of  the  practice  I  am  advocating,  and  tcr 
move  incontestably  its  value^  the  surgeon  of  the  Temeraire  wa* 
mmself  taken  ill  $  the  chai^  of  the  sick  devolved  on  Dr  Ross» 
who  is  waiting  to  join  the  ^sistance.  He  followed  up  the  evsK 
cnsting  plan  with  seal ;  and  the  result  is,  not  one  was  sent  to  the 
b^^ital,  and  they  all  recovered  rapidty.  As  a  farther  proof  (if 
indeed  tiiat  is  necessary)  it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  notice  what 
has  recently  occurred  at  Malta. 

Thas  Wemde  sloop  of  war  was  refitting  at  die  dbck-^rardt 
where  89  of  her  shq^'s-eompany  were  attacked  with  i^er.  Mt 
Wardbw,  the  surgeon,  immediately  adopted  the  evaeoatrng 
^lan ;  the  wihofe  recovered,  and  returned  to  their  duties  widiinr 
die  Bionlh.  About  the  same  time,  upwards  of  100  of  the  Po* 
Ikiona's  people  were  also  taken  ill;  four  died;  three  ^  thafr 
number  had  been  some  days  HI  before  they  came  under  Mr  AU 
len's  care  at  die  hospital,  and  were  not  bled.  The  remainder 
recovered  rapidly,  which  Mt  Alien  entirely  attribotes  to  eariy 
laid  liberal  abstraction  of  blood,  joined  to  purgatives.  During 
the  winter  of  1810,  the  £a^  of  74  guns  was  careening  at  Ma-' 
bon,  and  her  people  being  lodged  in  a  barrack  neai?^  a  mikr 

^  Siace  writing  the  above,  I  an  aocry  to  remark,  tbnf  dysentery 
has  attacked  many  of  the  coavalescents.-— 21^^  (ki* 
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firom  the  sbipi  bad  easy  acoesa  to  spirito  and  wine*  The  oot^ 
aec]ucnce  was,  that  a  fever  made  its  iappearance  amongst  them, 
which  the  sargeon  considered  of  a  typhoid  nature.  But  I  soon 
undeceived  him;  and  although  upwards  of  .fifty  were  taken  il]» 
not  a  man  died,  or  had  any  visceral  disease  left.  It  would  be 
aasy  for  me  to  multiply  such  instancesy  but  sufficimit  has  boea 
aoiu  for  oar  purpose. 

From  what  has  been  shown,  it  is  fiur  to  assume,  that  if  the 

Cracfcice  I  recommend  had  be<m  adopted  at  Gibraltar,  we  would 
avc  had  **  no  hsemorrhages,  no  livid  blotches,  no  black  yomit^'^ 
but  that  the  disease  would  have  been  conducted  to  a  happier  ter«* 
mtnation.  Every  day's  experience  tends  m^e  and  more  to  con« 
firm  the  truth  of  the  observation,  '*  that  many  of  our  fevers,  in 
which  the  functions  of  the  sensorium  are  disturbed,  or  other  ob'«. 
Tious  marks  of  congestion  or  disordered  vascular  action  in  the, 
^ncephalon  occur,  are  allowed  to  pass  into  a  typboid  type,  from 
an  omission  to  remove  that  morbid  condition  of  the  head  in  the 

The  preceding,  it .  must  be  acknowledged^  is  but  an  imper- 
fect account  of  the  fever,  as  it-  appearea  at  Gibralt^ ;  but  as 
I  was  not  myself  present  when  it  happened,  .my  means  of 

E'ving  better  were  necessarily  circumscribed.  What  I  have 
>en  able  to  obtain,  is  faithfully  narrated.  In  the  observationa 
I  have  made,  in  the  deductions  I  have  drawn,  and  in  the  out-- 
lines  of  the  plan  of  treatment  I  have  ventured  to  think  would 
have  been  snccessfiil,  *  I  tru^t  I  am  borne  oat  by  Amr  own 
accounts  of  the  disease.  It  would  have  been  easy  to  have  en- 
tered into  a  more  extended  criticism,  but  this  was  fcureign  from, 
my  purpose. 

Note  ly  tJie ,  Editors. 
,  We  have  always  regrette<lu  .in  common  with  Dr  Burnett,  and 
all  others  zealously  interested  in  the  progress  of  our  sci^ice,  the 
total  silence  of  die  professional,  and  especially  of  the  o^cial  pro* 
fessional  men,  to  who^  lot  it  fell  to  witness  the  progress  of  the 
Yarious  instances  of  maligOi^nt  fever  which  have  occurred  in  the 

Sarrison  of  Gibcaltary  On  a:iPoni»er  occasion,  we  reprinted  some 
ocuments  which  we  met  with  in  a  eommon- newspaper;  and 
du  the  present,  witlrthe  vi(ew  of  rendering  them  as  eomfdete  a» 
we  can,  we  subjoin  to  Dr  Burnett's  observations  anotb^  extract 
from  the  same  source  of  information.  It  is  the  report  made 
by  Mr  Vance,  surgeon  to  the, forces,  upon  his  return  from  Car- 
thagenaand  Alicant,  whither  he  had  been  sent  by  his  ExceUenc/ 

I        -       -  ■  -     - 

*  Every  day  adds  a  proof  to  what  I  assert  oa  this  head^ 


Ae  Lieotenant«-governor|  to  ascertain  the  natute  of  the  diseasd 
•aid  to  prevail  in  those  cities, — 

'*  His  Majen^z  BrigRichmondf  at  Sea,  Ist  September  1811«     . 

**  Sir, — In  obedienbe  to  the  orders  of  his  excelleney  LieotenaDt-ge*. 
neral  CampbeU,  and  the  instmctions  I  received  from  7011  to  proceea 
to  the  ports  of  Carthagena  and  Alicant*  for  the  purpoae  of  ascertaia-^ 
'  ing  the  nature  of  Uie  disease  said  to  prevail  in  those  places,  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  after  making  the  most  minute 
investigation  in  the  lazaretto,  city,  and  royal  hospitals  in  Carthagena^ 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  the  same  disease  exists  there 
at  present  which  prevailed  in  the  years  1804  and  1810,  and  which,- 
with  some  variations*  I  have  witnessed  so  ihany  Europeans  fall  vig-^ 
tims  to  in  the  West  Indies. 

'*  The  patient  is  generallv  attacked  suddenly  with  cold  shiverings, 
Dains  in  tne  hei^,  back,  loins,  and  thighs ;  the  skin  becomes  exces- 
sively hot ;  the  pain  of  the  head  increases,  particularly  over  the  orbits: 
of  the  eyes ;  the  eyes  themselves  appear  to  the  patient  as  if  forcing 
f^ons^heiir  sockets,  have  a  particular  red  or  ftery  appearance,  and 
the  whole  face  appears  considerably  flushed ;  a  continual  restlessness^ 
prevails,  the  patient  constantly  throwing  himself  from  one  side  of 
the  bed  to  the  other ;  at  this  period  the  pulse  is  very  frequent,  seldonr 
under  190,  and  generally  much  more^  Considerable  irritability  of  the 
atomach  always  prevails ;  the  limiting  is  at  first  of  a  bilious  appear « 
ance,  and  sometimes  only  the  drink  diat  has  been  swallowed ;  but^ 
as  the  disease  advances,  it  assumes  a  darker  colour,  and  lastly  de- 
posits a  grainy  sediment^  resembling  the  grounds  of  coffee^  FroBi 
this  stage  of  the  disease  no  patient  has  been  dbserved  to  recover ;.  and 
in  those  cases  that  have  terminated  fatally,  or  assumed  the  most  se- 
riotts  appearances,  suppression  of  urine  has  generally  taken  place* 
On  the  first  attack,  the  tongue  has  generally  a  white  appearance, 
ivhich  gradually  becomes  darker,  with  a  brown  streak  in  the  centre ; 
and  towards  the  close  of  the  disease^  it  becomes  quite  black,  furred 
and  dry.  Whefn  the  disease  has  advanced  rapidly,  the  patient  oflea 
becomes  delirious  on  the  second  day^  and  dies  either  furious  or  co- 
matose on  the  thirds  and  sometimes  the  fifth ;  but,  when  the  cri- 
isis  has  taken  place  on  the  seventh  day,  the  black  vomiting  has  been 
always  most  frequent.  .  In  some  who  have  died  comatose  on  the 
fifth  day,  considerable  quantities  of  pmre  Mood  have  been  vomited 
up.  Sometimes  the  patient,  after  walking  about  and  declaring  him« 
self  w^ll|  has  died  perhaps  in  a  few  minutes. 

**  About  the  third  day,  the  eye  loses  iu  red  appearanee,  and  be- 
comes tinged  with  yellow,  after  whidi  it  gradually  ext^ids  to  tbd 
face,  neck,  breast,  Ac.  and  before  death  generally  assumes  a  lead 
or  putrid-like  appearance.  The  pulse,  previous  io  this,  has  sunk 
^considerably,  and  seldom  strikes  oftener  than  50  or  60  times  in  a 
minute.  Hflemorrhages  from  the  nose,  mouth,  ears  and  bowe!fy 
have  frequently  happened  ;  and  vibices  have  sometimes  made  thenr 
appearance^  as  weli  as  deafness,  and  glandular  swellings. 
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'  ^  On  the  fim  attack,  tb  palhiit  wgoteraHy  costWe ;  but  pr^fbii^ 
to  death,  diarrhcea  often  takes  placo,  jmd  what  h  ▼oided  baa  always, 
a  black,  pvlrid  afi)>Oafaoe«,  and  eiicetaheSy  ftrtid  araett.    All  these 

Enpiomt  liare  not  madt  Iheif  appearanoe  in  the  eame  patients ; 
1 1  have  obaerfad  the  whole  ki  the  BoteettHUi  catea  which  prfseiit- 
ad  thcaaseltea  in  the  hnarelto^  and  other  hoapitala  in  Carthagana* 
The  diseaae  has  not  been  confined  16  any  pasticular  part  of  the  town,, 
aor  ii  any  pcraott  exempt  from  k  wbo  faaa  not  had  it  in  the  yoaca 
ISM  and  1810. 

**  I  mast  beg  leafs  to  ofanerve  to  yo«,  that  the  number  of  daatha 
that  hare  taken  place  (a  diary  o£  which  I  eocioae^  has  not  been  e%^ 
alusively  occasioned  by  the  jeUow4ever.*  Tlie  bihous  remitteot  piie» 
vails  here  also ;  and  in  the  royal  hospital  I  obaerved  many  of  the  sol* 
diers'  labouring  under  what  we  call  the  gaol-fever,  whicb  they  must 
have  brovght  with  them  from  the  army ;  whete,  I  understand,  they 
have  nndergone  much  Iktigue,  and  suffered  great  privations  both  ia, 
bod  and  clothes. 

^*  The  number  of  deadis  niaj  appear  trifling  Ibr  a  town,  Mxe  p^HW 
ktion  of  which  is  generaUjr  oalcukted  at  96^000  souls,  (the  estsmate 
hi  1806);  but  when  we  consider  that  the  fever  last  yesir  redooad 
this  nomber  considerablj,  and  that  every  person  who  had  the  mtaoa 
of  escape  has  lef\  it  this  year,  leavk^  Ittlle  mose  thaft  a  populatioa 
of  9000  in  the  city,  most  of  wkona  hid  the  diaease  c^mns  formor  oo« 
caskma,  ywa  will  be  ablelo  form  a  more  jaat  idea  of  the  aoortaiity* 
The  physidana  cannot  aaeo«at  imt  the  disease  makia^  iu  appeai^^ 
ance  this  year  at  Carthageaa;  but  I  have  good  reason  to  «o|M?soe  U 
might  ha%e  remained  dorpant  during  the  wimer,  till  roused  into 
actmn  again  by  the  stasimer's  heat ;  and  I  am  more  di^e&ed  to  Gu 
rour  this  epftnioo,  fnm  the  cmcunstance  of  their  mmg  little  pre* 
eau^on  last  year— neither  destroying  the  bedding,,  dothes  or  other 
fttrnitare  liable  to  pncserve  oontagton,  of  any  of  the  people  wha 
died  of  tbe  disease,  as  they  had  done  in  the  year  1804 ;  and  I  am 
aorry  to  obierve  that  they  have  gained  little  by  empenence,  «s  they 
fiursue  the  same  system  to  the  present  mofnent*  The  wmds  for 
eeveral  months  have  blown  from  the  Levant,  and  the  thermometer 
ftas  generally  ranged  flwm  <2  toM  and  6S  degrees,  on  FsiMreafaeit'a 
acale. 

**  In  AHeant  there  is  not  the  dighfteat  degree  of  contagion  existing 

%t  present,  nor  does  it  afqpear  to  have  been  so  finee  from  disease  at        1 

any  kind  at  any  period  iar  a  series  of  years  back.     In  the  town  o£ 

Udie,  ahmst  bwr  leagues  distant,  the  yeUow-fiever  is  said  to  have 

«iade  its  appeanmoe,  in  oenseqnenee  of  a  soldier  from  Cartlu^gena^ 

'wkh  five  or  six  people  who  assisted  him  in  las  illness,  having  4ied 

i^er  a  few  days*  sickness.     But  the  communication  with  that  part 

of  the  town  they  resided  in  having  been  cnt  off,  sickness  sttuH  mortsli- 

ty  are  said  to  hirve  ceased ;  and  as  a  cordon  was  placed  betweeo  the 

two  towns,  and  a  most  rigid  quarantine  established,  had  I  availrtt 

m^'self  of  ocular  information,  I  diould-  not  have  been  admitted  ia^ 
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.  ye^^-aace  v(it)i  mucb  mpf^  ^^riou^  ftffrcts.  It  is  9U0  «9id  ta  hay^  been 
^arriftd  tji^c  by  sowe  yefuge^  ftpw  C«i:tiiagen^ )  iinA  4^^  juat*  c^ 
^i<:ant  bay^  placed  ii;  in  9i  st^itf  of  q^arm^tinei  \^  tb?  ^am^  ip^inoof 

a$  tb^t  of  JUcbf.    Jlpwcyeri  as  tbo  cQr4oft  is  plac«j4  w  fwr  from  tbis 

^iiy,  ^nd  Itttl^  att^ptioa  paid  to  persons  cpniiqg  frpi|i  tlbg  ea%twaj4^ 
together  wiM>  ^^  number  of  peo^Iq  r\ish!qg  therq  from  |b^  ^rioy^ 

£  laces  ne^  Caythagen^,  vrhere  the  Fren9h  hs^vQ  made  iheir  appear-* 
nce»  I  Sim  strongly  of  qplnion  that  that  place  w9I  not  long  be  abi^ 
10  escape.^ — I  feel  psyself  much  indebted  to  ^^foi^gehe^^^  Rocheu 
and  die  Bri^sh  Oossiil  at  Alicante  for  the  assistance  they  aSbrdea 
we  in  every  thkig  relating  to  the  lAjeet  of  my  mission.  The  jt;nta 
were  equally  disposed  to  render  me  every  assisl^ncoir^In  Carthagena 
i  also  experieacad  every  attention  from  ^  governcMr-general,  con* 
ioU  and  fxhysicians  coi^titutiiig  the  board  of  health,  thai  the  serrica 
I  was  eaftployod  upm  cauld  possibly  r^ qnhv.    I  have  die  honour,  aie« 

(«fH«d)        R.  Y.VAiioa, 
•*  Wi^jf^AH  Py ws»  Pw*         .  8iu»eo»  tQ  tb«  fiorocf  1  ^> 

«  DeptUe  impcijWr  oC  ^flsprtaJs,  *»  , 

X)eatt^  irim  ^9th  Jt«\y  tfi  29tb  Ai^giM^  Vi^U4iv<b  )4U^ 

July    M      19  Augu  6      4  Aug.  14      tt  Aug*  M     M     - 

m     s         9   u        u^  14        9a    Id 

91        $  «      7  )«      18  MM 

i^ngi    17  97  17  8  95  Q9 

t      9  }0    la  )8  ^  «i  Si 

»       2  U      7  19  ?^  87  W 

4  4  12  ^  ^  ^  9K  20 

5  9  13    81  81  9  S$)  88 
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Meport  of  the  Treatment  aJbpiedJbr  the  Cure  of  Contagious  Pcvef 
among  the  Seamen  belonging  to  his  Majesties  Navy^  that  wen 
sent  ashore  to  the  Royal  Hospital  at  Plymouth,  and  commtmicai'- 
ed  to  the  Honourable  Commissioners  of  his  Majeshfs  JVanspori 
Board,    By  J.  WiLSoif,  M.  D.  Physician  to  tlie  Hospital. 

^^ENTLEMEN,-^A  Dumber  of  sick  having,  eatlv  in  the  last 
^^  month,  been  sent  to  this  hospital  from  liis  Majesty's  ship 
Diademi  labouring  under  contagious  fevefi  I  havo  taken  the  1h 

€i;8 
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bertj  of  statiiig  to  the  Board  the  natnre  and  symptom^  thereof^ 
together  with  the  mode  of  treatment  adopted  by  me  on  the  oc- 
casion* The  disease  appeared  to  be  of  the  same  type  as  that 
which  prevailed  on  board  of  the  Roninluft>  in  the  ifionin  of  Janu- 
ary 1811.  On  then*  admhsion,  I  fbirtid  lliem  complaining  of 
severe  pain  aJI  over  them,  (as  they  expressed  it)»'bat  particular-'; 
ly  afl^ting  the  head,  breast,  and  loins,  and  a  considerable  degree 
of  hssitudes  puTse  rather  fnll»  bat  nat  exceeding  tOO  in  a  mi- 
nute ;  skui  hot  and  dty,  tongue  foul,  thirst  greats  and  bowels  in 
general  obstivef  as  the  disease  advanced,  redness  of  the  ey^ 
strong  pulsation  of  the  carotids,  prostration  of  straigth,  stupor^* 
ddirium ;  involonlary  discharge  of  feces  and  urine  supervened,- 
and,  in  one  case,  singultus  with  subsultus  t  idinum.  These  were 
the  symptoms  as  th^  occurred  in  the  prcMnessive  state  of  die 
disease.  The  treatment  was  strictly  antiphlogistic;  the  lancet 
was  early  and  liberany  used ;  bowels  repeated^  aad  freely  eva<-^ 
cuated;  saline  medicines,  combined  with  antimonials,  were  ^ven 
with  small- doses  of  sttbmuriat  of  mercury,  and  antnnomar  pow- 
der at  ni|rbt|  the  pedihivittm  was  aba  of  considmUe  service.* 
Tlie  head  shaved,  blisters  applied,  and  when  the  use  of  the  lan- 
cet oould  not  with  propriety  be  admitted,  repeated  cupping  on 
the  temples  a&rded  the  most  marked  and  singnlar  n&Hef. 

This  mode  of  treatment  was  continued  until  the  violence  of 
libe  diseaar  was  subdued ;  and  I  have  great  satirfaction  in  say- 
ing, that  of  fiiW  patients  admitted  into  this  hospital,  under  my 
care,  fix>m  the  Diadem,  for  the  cure  of  the  above  disorder,  one 
only  died  ;  nor  did  I  find  it  necessary  to  prescribe  either  bark  or 
wine  to  perfect  their  recovery, — a  pint  of  porter  was  the  only 
addition  made  to  their  ordinary  diet.  And  Rere  adlow  me  ta 
add,  that  I  feel  myself  much  indebted  to  Mr  CampbeU,  the  hos- 
pilri*mate,  who  k>r  some  time  has  been  my  assistant,  for  his» 
unremitted  and  particular  attention  on  fJm^  as  well  as  on  eves^ 
other  occasion. 

Mffyal  Naval  HoipiUi^  Plymouih^  Feb,  25,  iai2. 
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IV. 

"On  Nervous  Affectiom^  and  on  the  Treatment  of  Chorea  Sancti 
.  Viti.    By  David  Uwiks,  M.  D.  Aylesbury,  Bucks. 

C\r  those  affections  which  are»  in  a  somewhat  vague  and  sweep* 
.>^  ing  manner,  termed  nervous,  there  has  been,  within  the 
last  five  years,  an  evident  increase.  This  is  the  more  to  be  la^* 
mented,  as  the  patfaologv  and  pracdce  in  these  diaeases  is  more 
obscure  than  in  almost  all  others.  In  most  other  complaints,  we 
\are  oonparatively  familiar,  wiih  the  gecMpraphy  of  the  gnHind,  if 
I  m^  so  "Say^  upon  whidi  we  are  traveuing ;  and  if  we  come  lo 
jthe  practice  of  medicine,  well  ibrnished  with  anatomical  know? 
iedge  and  physicdogical  principles,  we  are  less  likely  to  wish  left 
undone  -what  we  have  done,  and  Uiat  we  had  done  what  has  not 
ibeen  done.  But  this  obscurity  and  perplexity  in  Me  have  been  inT> 
creased  by  a  disposition  to  philosophize  at  the  expense  of  facta. 
If  **  debtlitas  gig^H  spasmum*'  is  a  medical  mnxim,  requiring^ 
in  its  appUcation  to  [Mtictice,  much  modification,  greatly  more  so 
is  that  axiom  which,  if  it  have  never  been  gimen  in  wcnrds,  has 
been  pertinaciously  and  obstinately  acted  upon  in  practice,  de^ 
aiitas  gignk  omnesfare  nervorum  morbo$. 

The  generalizing  principles  of  the  disorders  in  question,  ins* 
troduced  by  the  systems  of  solidism,  and  confirmed  in  the  school 
of  excitement,  are  now,  however,  in  a  great  measure  falling  a?- 
^firay.before  the  wcagfat  of  observation  and  fiict;  and  this  country 
would  have  been  saved  many  a  pound  of  Peruvian  bark — the  in^ 
liabitants  of  it  would  have  been  excused  from  swallowing  many 
a  bitter  poticm — if  we  had  come  earlier  to  attend  to  what  our 
'Continental  neighbours  call  the  gaMri€  state,  in.coiinexio&  with 
-diseases  of  the  nervous  class.  But,  as  if  to  mfike  up  the  time 
lost  on  this  acore,  are  we  not  now  running  slomewhat  into  the 
opposite  extreme  ?  Where  we  pui^ed  tooTittley  do  we  not  now 
purge  too  much?  And  from  dreading  the  sight  of  one  drop  of 
dIo^,  as  if  we  feared,  in  the  language  of  the  poets,  that  the 
•soul  wouU  come  rushing  through  the  wound  that  bad  been  made^. 
are  we  not  now,  some  of  us,  in  danger  of  plunging  into  the  very 
4leptlis  of  Sangradoism ;  and  of  imagining,  that,  while  a  poor 
fellow  has  one  drop  of  blood  remaining  in  bis  body,  some  dregs 
of  his  disease  must  necessarily  remain  with  it. 

But  I  did  not  intend  this  paper  to  be  a  paper  of  theory,  but 
ji  recital  of  cases;  and  I  shall  proceed^  in  a  very  brief  manMert 
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to  an  aoooiint  of  these  caaes  ;  which,  as  having,  at  least  some  of 
them,  somewhat  of  peculiarity  in  their  features,  I  have  judged 
worthy  to  be  recorded. 

It  is  proper  to  premise  that,  tn  consequence  df  perusing  seve- 
ral  aecountSy  in  this  Journal  in  particular,  of  extraordinarv  cures 
performed  by  the  purgative  trefeiCknent,  ah  recommended  oy  tMr 
llamilton,  t>f  CkoreA  Santii  Vith  I  determined  tx>  make  ii  clear 
and  unprejudiced  trial  of  the  plan,  on  the  first  opportunities  that 
WOUq  oaoBRnsi  uie» 

The  first  «aae,  then^  that  eame  under  my  care,  was  that  6f  a 
youth  abont  sereliteen,  the  son  of  a  paitober  in  this  down,  who» 
^vith  (hst  drawing  of  one  leg  after  him  in  walkings  so  €haractei> 
istic  it  this  comj^int,  oom|lkuaed  likewise  of  vertiginous  sensk^ 
Hons  and  pains  in  his  head,  and  had  a  remaiicably  wide  pupil  of 
tile  «ye.  This  youth  had  been  pat,  by  the  medical  gentleman  whb 
frttended  him,  upon  a  course  df  tonics,  and  ordered  to  drink 
iirinei  and  i  was  struck  with  the  earnestness  with  whi^h  hts  fa- 
ther answered  me,  ^*  f  es,  akwaya, "  to  my  question,  ^<  Whc«- 
ifeier  does  he  not  appear  worse  after  taking  wine?  *'  Here  tbeA 
mm  fair  ground  for  laying  aside  the  toaic^  and  commeilcing  the 
|MWMtive  pbm,  which  I  did  in  the  manneir  that  is  unnecessary 
t»  detail ;  and  thoncii  I  did  not  turn  him  out  of  my  hands  cured ^ 
lie  left  ma  mast  evidently  imppaved  in  health  and  strength.  I 
have  been  lately  inouiring  of  his  nnither  about  him,  (for  he  haft 
left  the  place  himself) }  Mad  she  teHs  me,  that  he  is  much  beti^ 
-lei*  I  and,  with  the  sasae  posittveneBs  that  the  iather  dedared  him 
to  be  invariaUy  worse  after  wine,  dees  the  mother  declare  that 
hie  was  nlways  stronger  and  better  afta*  taking  his  purges,  tiougk 
s^  never  could  dizcaoer  emy  tkimg  fortieuUtr  cr  mnheatthy  ifi  tke 
pppeofxntce  tf  tke  etwmatnmtf 

The  neKt  case  of  th«  coasphunt  that  came  under  my  care^ 
^WWB  €me  which  iratdted,  on  aH  accounts,  a  very  particular  inte^ 
teat  in  my  mind.  It  was  that  of  an  amiable  young  lady,  who 
)ias  been  for  seveml  years  aubject  to  the  regular  returns  (h  a  pe» 
liipdjoal  lumbar  dbscess^  whidi  originated,  when  she  was  very 
youn{fit>  in  a  diseaae  of  the  spine ;  and  which,  by  the  great  pain 
wnd  discharge  it  has  oceasioned,  has  at  different  times  reduced 
|ier  to  an  almost  lifeless  state.  Tki^  y^^^f  ^J^  while  looking 
€Hti  of  an  opened  sash-window,  which  was  m  Ixid  repair,  had  the 
aash  fall  suddenly  down  upon  the  back-part  of  her  head  about 
the  neckk  The  aocident  produced  no  immediate  incoavenience 
beyond  «  stunning  sensation,  which  did  not  last  a  long  tkne. 
The  family  was  abont  a  wed^'^  time  from  this  to  set  ofi*  to  the 
%ea>cnftst$  but,  before  their  departure.  Miss  had  St  Vi- 

las's d^npe  upon  l^er,  fuUy  ^uukedf    JShe  pould  i|ot  sit  withoul 
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modoo  for  any  leogtli  of  time,  and  had  gencr^  oooToIsive  aad 
involuntary  actimis  in  her  arms  and  ]qgs.  llie  origin  of  th# 
dsorder  I  thought  fidriy  r^eisbie  txy  the  accident  above  men* 
tiooed  ;  but,  as  ^e  was  just  upon  the  point  of  having  the  atiU 
vantages  of  residence  apon  the  sea-ooaat,  k  was  thount  evpe« 
idient  to  make  trid  of  them.  In  about  a  month's  timcp  noweirei^ 
she  returned  to  Aylesbury  widi  the  disease  still  upon  ber»  which 
indeed  was,  now  that  I  was  applied  to  fay  her  mother,  w&y  ooi^ 
siderably  incaieased.  I  must  confess  that  I  commenced  the  eva^ 
^»iating  fJan  with  this  young  lady,  with  expectations  mudi 
snore  sai^ine  of  success  than  die  event  justified  me  in  ent^- 
taining.     Mrs  »  who  is  a  hdy  of  unoommon  ioteUiP 

£€nce  and  judgment,  joined  with  a  hvger  share  of  waiemal  a& 
lection  than  &lls  to  die  lot  of  even  Englishwomen  in  general* 
.was  made  acquainted  with  the  piaq  I  intended  to  pursue  witV 
lier  daughter  j  and  I  persevered  without  any  intermission  fiifr 
jnore  tlvui  three  weeks,  when  I  found,  to  my  great  grie^  thf 
fnvoluDtanr  moticms  rather  to  have  increased  than  .aho^,  and 
the  disorder  altogether  assuming  a  more  confirmed  and  obsti^ 
#iate  diaracter.     My  patient  was  abont  this  time  just  at  the  age 
of  puberty,  and  I  deemed  it  a  fair  presumption,  that  both  tSif^ 
present  and  h^  <H^ginal  complaint,  might  be  critically,  as  it 
were,  terminated  by  the  establishment  of  a  regular  menstrual  disp 
charge.    Widi  tiiis  view,  I  ordered  her  some  emmenagqgue  mc^ 
dicines,  stiH  continuing  the  cathartics  occasionally,  though  Aot 
so  frequendy  as  before.  •  *  These,  however,  not  answering  the 
intention  so  fully  as  was  wished,  and  the  malady  still  gaining 
l^round,  I  came  to  the  determination  of  abandoning  altogether 
her  present  mode  of  treatment,  and  gave  her  the  argaui  miras 
in  doses  at  first  of  a  sixth  part  of  a  grain  three  times  a«day^ 
vt^hich  was  gradually  increased  to  nearty  five  grains  in  the  course 
of  the  day.     The  least  disposed  to  scepticism  amongst  us  know, 
that  sequence  is  not  always  consequence^  and  that  medical  evi^ 
idence  is  cwJy  of  a  presumptive  nature;  but  certain  it  is,  that 
my  young  patient  b^an  evidently  to  amend  almost  imniecliaiely 
from  the  commencement  of  this  last  mode  of  treatment,  and 
jshe  is  now  quite  free  from  the  disorder*    Her  menstruation  like- 
wise pi'oxnises  regularity,  and  she  has  passed  the  usual  time  of 
ibe  returns  of  the  complaint  above-mentioned.    It  ought  to  have 
been  stated,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  that  slie  took  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  she  drank  eveiy  morning  soo^  valerian  tea. 

Here  then  was  a  case  which  did  not  speak  any  thing  in  favour 
of  the  purgative  treatment.  I  ought  to  have  said  that  the  bow« 
«ls  were  not  constipated,  nor  was  there  any  thing  of  disordered 
#^pearancp  in  th.e  alyine  discbargesj  but  n^ei^er  was  this  tb^ 
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CMC  in  the  fint  mencioned  iastanoet  in  whidi  pnigtUves  wi 
evidently  advantageous. 

During  the  time  in  which  Miss  i  was  under  my  treat- 

ment* I  was  desired  to  visit  a  young  female,  (the  daughter  ef  m 
*Mr  Jackson  of  this  town),  who  was  in  her  thirteenth  year,  an<l 
liad  chorea^  if  I  may  so  say,  in  more  of  an  epileptic  form ;  Her 
countenance  indicated  a  considerable  degree  of  irritalnlitf ;  the 

El  of  the  eye  was  much  dilated ;  her  head  was  at  times  im 
,  and  the  whole  body  was  agitated  to  such  a  decree,  that^ 
hatever  posture  she  might  be,  it  was  always  neoessary  font 
at  least  one  person  to  hold  and  restrain  her.  In  this  subject* 
the  complaint  in  question  had  followed  quick  upon  an  emp* 
live  fever.  I  b^an  the  plan  of  treatment  by  calomel  and  pur- 
ges, as  in  the  rormer  instances,  and  they  brou|^t  away  a  very 
consideraUe  discharge  of  sudi  kind  of  feces  as  we  are  accua- 
tomed  to  see  attendant  upon  worms ;  and  beside  mucous  dis* 
coloured  stoob,  the  two  or  three  first  doses  of  calomel,  &c.  oc^ 
casioned  the  discharoe  of  considerable  scybalse.  Now,  then,  I 
had  every  reason  to  hope  that  our  plan  would  be  crowned  witk 
apeedy  and  decided  success ;  but,  although  the  patient  was  cer^ 
tainly  not  worse  than  at  first,  she  most  evidently  was  not  bett^ 
for  some  weeks,  nor  till  after  the  commencement  of  a  powdec, 
administered  two  or  three  times  a^day,  composed  of  the  fbOow* 
ing  ingredients : 

^  Pulv.  DigitaHs  gr.  iij. 
Ammoniareti  Cupri  gr.  iv. 
Puly.  Myrrhse  S>*  ft*  Pulvis, 

Under  this  plan  she  gradually  amended,  and  her  cure  wa^ 
leomplete  in  aboiit  two  months  from  the  commencement  of  di^ 
pomplaint. 

Some  time  aftpr  this,  Mr  Jackson  again  called  on  me,  with  a 
request  to  visit  another  daughter  in  her  sixteenth  year.  I  feund 
this  girl  lying  in  a  kind  of  trance )  and  although  she  was  rousefl 
iip  to  answer  mp  some  questions,  she  suddenly  relapsed,  and 
uttered,  for  perhaps  ten  minutes  in  succession,  connected  senr 
fences  of  a  rnapsodic  religious  nature,  in  the  manner  and  witk 
the  tone  which  are  usual  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  to  whick 
thbiemale  belonged.  This  state  continued  about  eight-and- forty 
hours,  with  intermissions  \  and  on  the  second  morning  of  my  vi- 
sits I  foupd  her  Iving  in  bed,  tinder  the  full  influence  of  chorea^ 
liv'ith  much  and  violent  involuntary  motion. 
•  It  was  a  remarkable  and  melancholy  coincidence,  that  now 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  Jackson,  (a  fine  girl  of  eighteen^ 
inborn  I  had  attended  some  months  previously  in  rheaniatic  fe- 
ver. wiLS  attacked  with  St  Vitus's  dance,  without  however  the 


18  ff.  Dr  Umafi  oh  Nervous  Afftctio^^  %ci  4m 

im&nhiary  state  just  mentioned  cif  the  second ;  and*  this  coin- 
eidence  was  still  more  particular,  as  it  did  not  appear  to  be  the 
consequence  of  imitation,  the  females  living  in  diiferent  houses 
«t  die  time.  The  same  mfsdical  gentleman  was  called  in  to 
this  (the  eldest  daughter),  who  had  attended  with  me  in  the 
first  case,  and  he  ordered  the  same  plan  to  be  adopted,  (with 
jan  increase  of  dose  prc^ortioned  to  her  years.)  For  the  second* 
who  was  lying  in  the  condition  above  described,  and  who  had, 
'I  think,  previously  a  blister  appKed  to  her  back,  I  ordered  a 
hrisk  purgative  to  be  followed  by  ten  drops  every  six  hours  of 
the  tincture  of  foTCglove,  prepared  according  to  tne  fJiarmaco- 
pceia  of  the  London  College.  These  medicines  were  twen  before 
the  occurrence  of  the  involuntary  motions,  which,  when  they 
^id  occur,  were,  as  before*mentioned,  exceedingly  violent  $  so 
diat  I  had  now  two  patients  (sisters)  in  pretty  nearly  the  samte 
i&tate.  With  the  one,  the  eldest,  it  was  judged  advisable  to^go 
4H1  with  the  powders  she  had  been  taking,  particularly  as  the 
parents  had  a  predilection  for  them,  in  consequence  of  the  bene- 
fit that  had  attended  their  administration  in  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter, liow  recovered  ;  ^nd  for  the  other^  I  now  ordered*  as  muck 
as  thirty  drops  of  the  tincture  of  digitalis  every  six  hours.  Toge- 
ther with  this  treatment,  electricity  was  administered  with  some 
power;  and  the  beneficial  consequenee^^of  this  plan  of  treat* 
ment  were  very  shortly  seen  in  the  almost  total  cessation  of  tho 
involuntary  motions.  All  the  disorder  that  now  remained  was 
an  extreme  degree  of  sickness  at  the  stomach,  and  an  entire  in« 
ability  to  stand  on  her  legs  without  support.  The  foxglove  was 
now  discontinued ;  and,  having  premised  a  purgative,  we  be- 
gan with  this  patient  bark  and  steel,  under  the  use  of  which  sha 
gradually  recovered  the  powers  of  standing  and  walking. 
-  The  melancholy  task  now  remains  to  me  of  resuming  the 
ether  case,  (that  of  the  eldest  daughter),  and  following  it  to  its 
iatal  termination.  With  her,  I  have  already  said,  foxglove  ia 
amaller  doses  was  given,  joined  with  the  ammoniaret  of  coppes 
and  myrrh;  and  it  was  my  intention  of  giving  a  fair  comparative 
trial  to  galvanism,  by  commencing  its  use  at  the  same  time  with 
electricity  in  the  other.  This  intention  was,  however,  frustrated  { 
and  from  not  being  able  to  procure  the  galvanic  apparatus  com«» 
plete,  as  well  as  from  the  difficulty  of  applving  it  properly,  the 
galvanism  had  not  certainly  a  fair  trial.  Under  tne  use  of  the 
above  medicines,  and  the  galvanism,  in  the  way  it  was  employed^ 
my  patient  evidently  got  worse ;  and  the  convulsive  motions,  de« 
fective  articulation,  and  generally  disordered  state,  became  nmck 
more  violent  and  distressing  than  in  any  instance  I  ever  before 
-sritnessed^  either  in  public  or  private  practice.    We  now  .ha4  x^ 


ecMme  to  Very  latge  doeet  of  Ike  tas^oft^  w  in  die  formtr  caiei 
but  it  produoad  such  an  extreme  of  vukneu  and  disorder^  as  to 
furaircot  the  potsibiiitv  of  it*  heuoff  coniiaiied*  Opium  likewise 
•Iwi^s  appeared  to  derange  the  syetem  considerably^  althou/^h 
the  Doweh  at  the  time  of  its  adounistratioo  were  loose,  from  the 
cmployineiitof  pui^tives;  and  these  Iast«  it  should  have  beeft 
eaid,  wci*e  given  with  more  or  less  freedom  and  frequency  during 
ehe  whole  course  of  the  complaint. 

Nature,  Sn  this  poor  girl,  after  struggling  for  a  month  with  the 
disorder,  in  the  violent  degree  I  have  above  described,  at  length 
-yielded,  and  she  lost  her  severe  sufierings  in  the  atma  of  death. 


The  collation  and  comparison  of  the  above  cases,  leave,  I  con» 
less,  my  mind  in  embarrassing  uncertainty.  What  was  the  proxi* 
mate  cause,  in  either  of  the  instances  detailed,  of  the  complaint  ? 
What  was  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in  the  last  t  I  should 
have  been  less  surprised,  had  the  disorder  of  the  youngest  girl, 
-which  stands  first  in  the  narration,  ended  fatally,  both  because  it 
waa  an  immediate  sequel  upon  fever,  and  because,  whoi  I  waa 
first  called  in,  there  were  symptoms  strongly  indicative  of  effit- 
aions  into  die  ventricles  of  the  brain,  or,  at  least,  of  some  mcHre 
mischief  in  the  head  than  onerely  disordered  action.  Should  we 
tiave  found,  upon  dissection,  6etx)us  effusions  in  the  brain  of  Mias 
Jackson  i  Whence  did  such  efiusions  originate  ?  Strabismus  waa 
-certaiAiy  in  the  last  stages  moat  marked  and  evident;  indeed, 
the  countenance  altogether  was  similar  to  that  which  is  shown 
in  the  concluding  scenes  of  hydroc^hdus  internus,  when  thait 
tdiseaae  terminates  in  deaths — and  when  dees  it  not  ?  But,  furthert 
was  this  state  of  the  brain,  supposing  its  existence^  primary  or 
vecondary  f  There  was  certainly,  prima  Jaeie^  less  reason  to  sus- 
pect it  in  this,  than  in  the  instances  of  the  two  other  sisters,  whose 
complaints,  as  I  have  said,  both  began  by  signs  menacing  some 
serious  mischief  in  the  head*  Would  any  other  plan  of  cure  have 
|)een  likely  to  have  proved  a  cure  ?  Perhaps  to  some  of  these 
questions  on  this  interesting  case  I  may  be  favoured  with  an- 
awers.  it  certaiidy  behoves  medical  men  to  turn  their  minds,  in 
the  present  day,  in  a  more  particular  degree  to  those  maladies,  of 
^hich  (of  some  of  th^n  at  leaat)  we  now  know  verv  little  more 
than  that  they  are  conndcted  in  some  manner  or  oth^  with  the 
nervous  system  more  especially.  I  am  disposed  to  suspect,  that 
those  among  us  who  almost  confine  their  attention  to  the  idimen- 
tary  and  intestinal  canal,  as  well  in  forming  their  rational  as 
their  medical  management  of  the  diseases  in  question,  sometimea 
l»Eal^  mere  effects  iuto  cauaes.    It  is  my  iatfutiop  to  treat  more 


at  1ftt^9  in  a  sepfttate  pamphlet)  tfie  subject  of  tidoeral  and  inlesM 
tina],  as  Gcmnected  urith  nervous  cotoplaints ;  bot  I  shall  b^ 
Iteve  to  suggest  here,  whether  deranged  secretioos  and  visG^ral 
ebbtnictfittis  itiay  not,  itiuch  oftener  thaii  is  imagined,  be  men» 
effects,  or  simultaneous  expressions  of  maladies,  that  are  looked 
upon  as  dependent  upon,  rather  tbap  the  oC(tasion  of  sucjk  a 
state  of  the  abdominal  organs  ?  This  question,  were  it  merely 
thtoretical,  would  not  be  worth  much ;  but  it  is,  in  my  mind, 
▼enr  intimately  associated  with  practical  inferences. 

It  was  my  intention,  in  the  present  paper,  to  have  transmit- 
ted a  curious  case  of  the  discharge  from  the  stomach  of  a  wo« 
man  oF  a  large  concretion  ;  but  F  have  trespassed  so  much  up-^ 
pn  the  pages  of  the  Journal,  and  my  own  timcy  that  I  must  de- 
fer this  relation  to  a  future  opportunity.  * 
.    Ayksburtf^  Sticks^  June  ll,  1812. 
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Oa  the  Curt  qf  TetaTiui  by  Opium  and  tlie  Warm  Bdih.  By 
l^HOMAS  Christie,  M.  D.  of  Ae  Royal  College  of  Physici- 
ans, London. 

HAVING  lately  had  an  account  from  C^lon,  of  acaseof  Teta? 
nus  from  wound,  treated  successfully  by  Mr  Scratchiey, 
surgeon  of  the  Royal  Artillery  at  Columbo,  by  means  of  large 
doses  of  opium,  and  the  frequent  ns^  of  the  warm  bath,  I  have 
bc€fR  induced  to  refer  to  some  notes  of  my  own  on  this  sulnect ; 
tuid  as  the  practice  in  tetanus  seems  still  unsettled  amongst  Kng« 
lish  surgeons,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  their  publication,  in 
your  widely-circttlatinig  Journal,  may  be  of  use,  by  recalling  tlie 
attention  of  practitioners  to  the  old,  and,  in  my  opinion,  effici- 
ent remedies,  in  this  formidable  disease*  of  opium  and  the  warm 
bath,  in  preference  to  trusting  to  purgatives  and  cold  affiisiou^ 
which  I  am  led  by  experience  to  consider  as  more  doubtful  re- 
medies, though  th^  have  of  late  be^i  recommended  by  very 
bi^  authority.  . 

.   Tlie  subjoined  notes  were  written  in  Ceylon  in  1B09,  soon 
after  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  tetanus  had  fallen  under  my 

*  It  almost  escaped  me  to  ask.  Whether,  in  the  opinion  of  any 
^e^devs  or  correspondents  of  the  Jouirnal,  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  de* 
composed  by  the  saliva  and  gastric  juice^  or  whether  it  acts  ^f^ 
^  system  a«  nitrate  of  silver  ^ 
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inspectiofit  and  have  a  refereif o^  to  the  chapter  on  that  disease 
in  my  friend  Dr  M^Grigor's  able  work,  on  tbe  Diseases  of  the 
Indian  Army  in  Egypt,  which  I  was  then  pemstng,  and  in  which 
the  use  of  mercury,  and  baths  composed  of  warm  broth,  are  re- 
eomniended. 

Chdtettham^  ISih  Jtme^  1809. 

i^otes  on  TetanuSf  written  at  CoUmbo  in  January  1809*. 

'  I  have  never  seen  the  broth  or  slush  bath  used  in  tetanus;  but 
have  employed  very  freely  the  warm  bath,  cold  affusion,  mer- 
cury, and  opium. 

In  the  prognosis  of  this  disease,  an  important  distinction  is  to 
be  drawn  between  symptomatic  and  idiopathic  tetanus ;  I  mean 
with  or  without  an  wound.  In  the  l&tter,  which  in  India  is  sup* 
posed  tp  be  sometimes  occasioned  by  exposure  to  the  land-wind 
in  the  night,  I  tiiink  I  have  saved  naif  my  patients  by  the  warm 
bath,  mercury,  and  opium :  but  in  symptomatic  tetanus  from 
wounds,  although  I  have  most  assiduously  employed  the  same 
remedies,  and  also  cold  affusion,  I  have  never  known  of  a  reco- 
f)9*y  in  this  island,  except  in  one  case,  in  which  the  warm.batk 
WB&  frequently  used,  and  very  large  quantities  of  laudanum  gi« 
ven,  to'  wliich  la^t  remedy  the  patient  I  think  evidently  owed 
liis  life.  Tbe  case,  which  was  immediately  under  the  charge  of 
Mr  Leath,  *  ajssistant-surgeon  of  his  Majes^'s  19th  regiment,  is 
very  ably  and  accurately  detailed  in  the  journals  of  the  regimen* 
tal  hospital  of  that  corps ;  but  as  it  is  necessarily  drawn  out  to 
considerable  length  by  daily  reports,  tbe  following  outline  of  the 
icase  may  be  sufficient, 

Manus  M'Gowan,  (private  in  the  19th  regiment  of  foot),  a 
fitout  plethoric  man,  aged  2:^,  of  a  fair  complexion,  was  received 
pto  hospital  at  Columlx)  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  May  1809^ 
with  a  wound  from  a  musket-shot  through  the  elbow-joint,  which 
he  had  inflicted  on  himself  in  a  (it  of  drunkenness  and  jealousy. 
The  bones  appeared  to  be  shattered,  and  the  wound  was  such  as 
would  have  justified  immediate  amputation ;  but  the  patient  having . 
a  convulsive  affection  of  the  lower  jaw  and  back,  it  was  feared  he 

*  Mr  Leath,  who  is  now  surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  4th  Ceylon  re* 
giment,  and  lately  arrived  in  England  on  furlough,  also  saw  the  ease 
ef  the  artillery  man  treated  successfully  by  Mr  Scratchley,  and  re- 
ferred to  above,  which  he  represents  as  almost  the  counterpart  of 
M*Gowan'8  case,  as  to  symptoms,  duration,  and  treatment;  with, 
this  diiference,  that  the  wound  in  the  artillery-man  was  only  a  sligl^ 
c^Qtused  wound  on  the  for^ead  and  nose* 
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migbt  hive  died  iduriiif^  the  operation^  which  was  therefore  de« 
ferraly  and  an  opiate  given. 

Next  morning  he  was  so  perfisctly  free  from  spasm,  pain,  or 
fever,  that  it  was  hoped  the  arm  might  have  been  saved,  and  hid 
iHTOund  went  on  wdl  till  the  ^ening  of  the  13th  Jane,  when  he 
was  seized  with  symptoms  of  tetanifs,  in  consequence  of  which 
landaniim  was  given  with  some  relief,  and  amputation  proposed^ 
which  he  declined. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  when  I  first  saw  him  after  the 
accession  of  die  tetanic  symptoms,  the  stiffness  of  the  jaw  increas- 
ii^,  fnll  doses  of  laudanum  were  ordered,  and  at  9  A.  M.  fburteea 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  but  withoat  much  re-' 
lief.  At  1 1  A.  M.  the  symptoms  increasing,  and  the  wounded 
arm  occasioning  very  great  pain,  it  was  removed  at  his  own  re^ 
qnest;  immediately  after  which,  his  pulse  sunk  from  140  to  120, 
and  he  expressed  himself  as  having  derived  great  ease  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  operation. 

The  tetanic  symptoms  however  continued  unabated,  or  rather 
they' increased,  as,  besides  stifibess  of  the  jaw,  and  starting,  at-» 
tended  with  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  he  complained  of  pain  to- 
wards the  ribs  and  epigastrium,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  re- 
tention of  stools  and  urine.  Laudanum  was  now  given  very  free^ 
ly,  with  nitrous  ssther,  and  the  warm  bath  employed,  according 
to  the^  urgency  of  the  symptoms.  These  having  abated  a  little 
oti  the  17th  and  19th  of  June,  the  doses  of  laudanum  were  given 
at  greater  intervals ;  but  an  increase  pf  the  symptoms  following, 
the  laudanum  was  gradaaHy  increased  from  the  I9th  till  the  25tfa. 
when  the  dose  was  2^  drachms  every  two  hours,  with  an  equal 
miantity  of  nitrous  ssther.  On  the  9d  of  July,  this  dose  was  stiU 
nirther  increased  to  2^  drachms,  making  S  ounces  €  di^achms  of 
each  daHy,  whkh  was  continued  with  little  v£n*iation  till  the 
14th  of  July,  with  the  firequent  use  of  the  warm  bath,  at  104  oir 
106  of  Fahrenheit,  which  last  always  seemed  to  give  rcliefl 

After  the  14th  of  July,  the  dose  of  the  opiate  was  gradually 
diminished,  and  at  the  end  of  that  month  he  was  convalescent^ 
and  only  took  an  anodyne  at  night.  Early  in  September,  his 
stiimp  being  healed,  he  was  discharged  cured,  and  remains  welf. 

The  laudanum  in  the  first  instance  occasioned  great  stupor 
and  drowsiness ;  but  this  effect  after  a  time  wore  off,  although 
the  dose  iras  afterwards  greatly  increased. 

Mercury  was  also  given,  and  gently  affected  the  month,  but 
appear^  to  have  little  or  no  effect  in  diminishing  the  rigidity 
of  the  muscles,  which  was  always  somewhat  lessened  by  the 
warm  bath^  in  which  he  was  generally  kept  for  about  half  uxh 
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limr,  irino-be  compktped  of  fifatwaWj  «i4i  profeae  |rtri|«NK 
tioD, 

.  Purgatiyes  and  iojectiona^wera  ibo  giTcii  to  |ifp6iife  atopic 
and  diminish  irritation  $  but  tbetaUnio  ^ympUma  w^r^  «fn4aDt^ 
l^ept  under,  and  finally  ramovadt  chiafl j  by  tha  i«|Ifia«9e  of  lli# 
opium,  aa  the  symptoms  wara  ipore  mm  PQC?.  ianwa>ld  w» 
a  small  diminution  of  the  doaas  qx  in  oppsaquanaa  of  |t  bavng 
given  at  longer  intervals. 

.  The  quantitT  of  landanum  ^Tan*  ip  tha  capiaa  pf  49  dmrs» 
from  the  IStb  June  to  tha  24rth  Julyt  wi^  i9  QWaaf  Qj^«b^afihm% 
which  was  of  the  bast  quality,  from  tba  Anny  Blabayatiwy>  94 
drops  of  it  answering  as  an  anpdyna  in  ordinary  casap*  J^kwiU 
quantity  of  opium  was  also  pccaaionaHy  rubbip  IP  with  piectllv 
nal  ointment  and  camphor* 

The  nature  of  the  original  wound  waa>  in  thia  caaat  s)iah  US 
imperiously  to  call  for  ampatatipii,  independent  qf  tba  tatapic  avf^ 
fection,  the  bones  of  the  joint  being  muqh  shattar^df  mi  tha  W^ 
moval  of  such  a  soun:e  of  irritation  ovidenUy  lowered  ^  pvlse  $ 
but  I  have  my  doubts  whether  this  casai  though  ^qaaesafirii  P^Hi^t 
to  induce  us  to  adopt  amputation  as  a  remedy  in  tatapua*  wbeFf 
the  original  wound  is  of  a  slighter  nature  thau  that  conaaqprnft 
on  amputation. 

A  few  weeks  previously  to  tb^  pc^nrreqaa  of  this  ^a^a^  3valMl4 
three  others  of  tetanus  in  the  hospital  at  ColumbOt  from  ^vBurngst 
the  men  wounded  in  the  a<;tiap  ))atw^«P  the  ^  jpiqifqa^^  p«4 
Fiedmontese  frigates. 

The  first  was  from  a  draadfiil  wound  in  tba  sbwIdai^PlPty 
which  must  of  itself  have  proved  fatal,  and  Uttia  ^Piild  ha  d9Mi» 

The  second  arose  from  a  slight  woynd  IP  tba  foot,  anii  waa 
rapid  in  its  progress,  tarminatipg  fatally  in  three  days,  altboiiigl^ 
the  mouth  was  affected  with  mercury,  cold  affusiop  uaad»  ap4 
ppium  given  to  the  extei|t  pf  48  grains  daily. 

In  the  third 9  which  occurred  in  an  £ngHsb  saiipiPf  pamed 
Wakefield,  who  had  his  arm  amputated,  and  alao  a  fi^atura  in 
the  OS  hum^,  the  patiant  lived  about  tap  days  after  the  aoca»' 
aien  pf  the  tetanic  symptoms ;  imd  at  one  time  tha  diseaaa  aaePMai 
mitigjsted,  and  arrested  in  its  progresa,  altboughi  in  tha  and,  tba 
case  terminated  fatally* 

The  remedies  employed  ware,  firat»  inercMry>  which  fPW  af- 
fected the  mouth,  bat  seemed  to  produce  little  efiTect  on  the 
aymptomss  secondly,  wium  given  in  ligrgedoses,  both  in  ascM 
and  liquid  form,  and  also  rubbed  ip  upon  the  throat  and  jaw% 
which  produced  stupor,  drowsiness,  and  a  considerable  dipumif 
tion  of  the  symptoms  |  thirdly,  cold  aSUsion  j  apdy  latl^i'ly*  (ha 
warm  bath. 
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The  ^eet  of  cold  afiuskm  in  these  cases  was,  to  produce  a 
considerable  shock,  ancceeded  by  perspiration,  and  some  de^^ree 
of  reiaxAtion  of  the  jaw  and  other  muscles  afiected  with  rigidity  ; 
but  this  relief  lasted  for  a  few  Biinutes  only,  and,  on  the  whole, 
I  think  the  warm  bath  had  a  more  permanent  dSTect  in  aUcTiat^ 
inf  the  symptomft* 

Wakefielo,  after  a  time,  refused  to  submit  to  cold  affiision,  or 
take  his  pills  c^  opium,  when  laudanum  was  substituted,  and  was 
atone  time  given- to  the  extent  of  i%  dr^i^ms  dailVf  besides  frj^ 
tioQs  of  ofMum  with  mercurial  ointment.  The  nigbt  before  hiy 
death  .he  was  unusually  easy;  but  at  11  A.  M.  of  the  90th  March^ 
he  w«i  seiaaed  with  faintuess,  biccup»  and  loss  of  speech,  attended 
with  an  eutire  relaxation  of  the  jaw,  and  in  an  nour  afterwards 
expired.  Injections  and  purgatiTes  w^e  given  when  indicated 
diro«g))QUt  dhe  course  of  the  disease^  whioi  was  attended  with 
an  irregular  state  of  the  bowels ;  and  wine,  sovps,  and  sagOf  were 
liberally  giTen,  with  a  view  to  support  -hj^  strength.  ^ 

•  I  have  had'occastoii  to  treat  a  case  of  tetanus  consequent  oa 
pftrturitieny  whii^  tlie  native  practitioners  of  Ceylon  inform  m9 
is  ti0t  an  liflfirequent  occurrence  here ;  and  although  I  do  not  re^ 
eoHeet  to  have  read,  or  before  heard  of  the  occurrence  of  tetsi- 
nas,  dttfing,  or  after  labour,  it  does  not  seem  extraordinary  that 
this  ^is^aise,  which  is  frequently  produced  by  a  very  trifling^ 
woundf  particularly  in  tropical  climates,  should  take  place  after 
^vturilMHi»  whipb  often  occasions  great  injury  to  the  parts  con« 
cemed. 

.  The  patkpat  I  saw  was  a  heahhy  young  woman  of  the  Portu* 
gaese  cast,  who,  two  days  after  defivery  of  her  first  child,  wae 
seized  with  rigidity  of  the  jaw,  and  other  symptoms  of  tetanus. 
The  m^¥e  doctors  and  mid  wives  immediately  pronounced  her 
iocur^rfe,  and  their  predictions  were  fulfilled ;  although,  in  con« 
sequence  of  my  directions,  mercury,  opium^  and  the  warm^bath^ 
ivere^i^y  eropioyed,  with  temporary,  but  fallacious  relief. 

The  numbers  of  &Ud  cases  of  tetanus  from  wounds,  which  I 
have  seen,  or  have  been  officially  reported  to  me  as  superinten-* 
daat  of  hospitals  in  Ceylon,  nuiy,  i  think,  amount  to  twelve ; 
and  I  reeoUect  having  treated  four  cases  of.  tetanus  widiout  anj 
wound  f  two  of  which  did  well. 

The  occurrence  of  locked-jaw  in  horses,  after  the  operation 
of  docking  the  tail,  is  frequent  in  Ceylon ;  and  after  the  disease 
was  once  formed  fjnom  this  cant^  I  ham-oever  known  an  instonce 
^  recovery^  although  I  have  seen,  purgatives,  opium,  and  the 
coU  bath  very  freely  employed. 
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Dr  Adamses  Anmer  to  Mr  Eomokstone,  respecting  the  Vene^  . 

real  Disease  ai  Otahette. 

EVERY  inquirer  after  tmth  must  be  pleased  when  he  meets* 
with  objections  to  his  opinions  candidly  stated  $  and  toleave 
Aem  unanswered  may  areue  disrespect  to  his  ant^^nist.  In 
noticing,  however,  Mr  Edmonstone's  remarks,  which  make  the 
first  article  of  your  last  Number,  yon  must  allow  me  to  b^n 
with  expressing  a  wish  that  one  quotation  from  me  had  been 
given  more  at  large,  and  one  expression  of  his  own  had  been 
omitted. 

.  Mr  Edmonstone*8  words  are — 

.  **  To  this  conclusion  (of  Mr  Wilson's)  Dr  Adams  not  only 
fully  assents,  but  founds  on  it  various  reasonings  of  his  owBf 
and  expresses  his  regret  that  Mr  Hunter  should  have  allowed 
himself  to  reason  '^  on  data  so  til  established  as  the  South-Aadis^ 
ease.'* 

I  do  not  recollect  any  reasonings  of  my  own  founded  on  Mr 
\Viison's  conclusions,  unless  a  few  reflections  on  the  improved 
accuracy  introduced  by  Mr  Hunter,  and  on  the  importance  of 
minute  description,  can  be  called  such.  Still  less  was  it  my  in- 
tention to  accuse  Mr  Hunter  of  reasoning  on  insu£Bcient  data, 
when  I  express  a  wish  that  he  had  not  availed  himself  of  an 
unnecessary  inference  from  an  ill-ascertained  fact.  The  differ- 
ence is  no  otherwise  important  than  lest  it  should  lead  the  readei' 
to  suppose  that  the  truth  of  any  of  Mr  Hunter's  doctrines  dc^ 
pends  on  an  ill-ascertained  datum.  * 

The  expression  of  Mr  Edmonstone's,  which  I  could  wish  had 
been  omitted,  and  which  I  am  sure  he  will  be  ready  to  correct, 
is  as  follows:  *^  Tlie  opinion  promulgated  by  Mr  Wilson,  and 
so  pei'iinacionsli^  insisted  on  by  Dr  Adams, "  Now,  as  Mr  Ed* 
Aionstone  is  the  first  person  who  has  given  me  an  opportunity 
of  defending  Mr  Wilson,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  charge 
of  pertinacity  is  at  least  premature. 


♦  The  words  are,  «  When  Mr  Hunter  has  so  monj  proofi  that  the 
Um  forms  of  the  disease  might  be  excited  by  the  same  matter,  we  can- 
not but  lament  he  should  have  attempted  an  inference  from  data  so  ilU 
established  as  the  South  Sea  disease.  '* — Mr  Hunter  on  the  Venereal 
Disease,  Dr  Adams's  ediUon,  8vo.  p.  SI* 
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.  In  aD  other  respects,r  Mr  Edmonstone'S'remarks  ^re  unexcep-^ 
iionably  candid.  The  principal  question  seems,  Whether  M^' 
Wilson  was  hastv  in  deciding,  because  he  could  not  discover  the^ 
true  character  of  lues  venerea  during  his  stay  at  Otaheite  i  thaif 
therefore  it  did  not  then^  nor  ever  had,  existed  on .  the  island  r 
On  this  subject,  as  Mr  Wilson  is  probably  eri^yged  in  the  ser- 
vice of  hi»  country^  1  shall  offer  a  fe^  word^  in  our  Joint  de-^ 
fence. 

First,  tt  will  be  admitted,  that  tne  missionaries,  then,  and  for 
some  time  resident  in  Otaheite,  not  onlv  asserted  the  prevalence 
of  the  disease  among  the  natives,  but  snowed  Mr  Wilson  t^eii' 
eases.  -These,-  after  a  careful  examination,  be  wbb  convineeJ 
^ere  not  venereal.  He  examined  also  a  number  of  others,  which 
the  islanders  asserted  were  derived  froin  the  ^ame  source,  and  his 
conviction  wa»  strengthened.  Me  next  enters  into  an  account 
of  the  diseases  which  he  saw  ;  endeavours  to  triace  their  probable' 
sources  ;  and  also  of  the  decreased  population  of  the  island ;  iii 
all  which  he  appears  to  me  to  write  with  equal  judgment^  per- 
spicuity, and  candour. 

Mr  Edmonstoiie  next  expresses'  the  danger  £o  which  medicat 
evidence  would  he  exposed,  were  we  to  admit  of  Mr  Wilson's 
conclusion.  .  But  if  medical  evidence  were  (idmitted  with  great-^ 
er  caution,  would  it  not  lead  to  a  greater  accuracy  in  the  de- 
scription of  diseases  ? 

**  Were  an  intelligent  medical  traveller,  returning  from  a  dis-' 
tant  country, "  adds  Mr  Sdmonstone^  **  to  relate  that  he  had 
seen  many  labouring  under  small-pox,  measles,  hooping-cough,- 
or  other  well-known  diseases^  no  person,  I  apprehend^  woukl  be 
inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  relation,  merely  because  he  had 
failed  to  describe  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  these  diseases.'* 
To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  were  the  subject  of  either  of 
these  diseases  a  matter  of  controversy,  it  is  probable  that  the 
distinguishing  characteristics  would  be  required.  Have  we  not 
heard  much  disagreement  among  well-informed  practitioners, 
concerning  some  cases  of  small- pox  which  have  appeared  after 
Vaccination  ?  Is  there  not  reason  to  believe,  that  measles  are 
often  confounded  wifh  scarlatina  ?  And  if  ja  dispute  should  ever 
arise  concerning  the  introduction  of  hooping-cough  into  any  new^ 
society,  would  it' not  first  be  required,  that  all  the  diagnostic 
symptoms  which  distinguish  hooping  from  other  violent  coughs^ 
should  be  ascertained  ? 

**  Still  less, "  adds  Mr  Edmonstone,  "  is  there  6ausc  foi^. 
scepticism,  where  those  who  lay  claim  to  ou^  confidence  are' 
known  to  have  been  persons  of  skill  and  veracity,  selected  for 
thtf  express  purpose  of  Siuperintending  the  medical  department  oi^ 
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die  JMfa^ent  fojifei. "  I  oonome  Mr  Wiboii  would  be  very 
UDwiliing  to  qoesitioa  tbe  ikiU  or  y^erwdtj  of  those  centlemeD. 
Bat  maj  wt  not  ask,  were  tlie  phcBomcns  and  kws  ot  the  vene- 
aeal  disease  as  well  established  in  their  dajs  as  when  Mr  Wii* 
•on  visited  the  island  ?  Mr  Hanter^  who  first  taiq^t  os  this 
accurate  discrimination,  poUished  his  treatise  several  years  af- 
ter the  world  was  deprived  of  Qytinn  Cook*  His  ieUow-voy- 
af^*rs,  therefore«  miffht  not  be  aware  of  tbe  various  appearancesy 
wbidi,  before  Mr  Hrniter,  were  confounded  with  tnis  protei'^ 
firm  disease^  as  it  was  too  often  caled,  ev^i  by  some  respect>* 
^le  writers. 

Though  Mr  Hunter's  work  has  been  translated  into  Frencb, 
Jet  it  b  probable  that  the  obscurity  of  his  hmffaage,  even  in  bis 
own  ton^e,  is  much  increased  in  the  translation.  To  this  w^ 
may  impute  tbe  very  de(^tive  manner  in  which  the  medical  peo* 

Ele  on  the  continent  stiD  write  of  venereal  maladies.  They  have 
owever  the  merit  of  describing  what  tliey  see ;  and  by  this  de* 
scription  it  is  impossible  not  to  suspect  that  the  diseases  mention- 
ed by  Dr  Rollin,  M.  de  la  Peyrouse's  surgeon,  are  not  venereal. 
In  one  place,  we  meet  with  **  hoboes,  which,  suppurating,  leave 
cicatrices. "  *  That  these  buboes  should  cicatrize  without  the 
use  of  the  only  remedy  with  which  we  can  cure  venereal  symp- 
toms in  England,  leaves  a  fair  presumption,  that  such  tumours 
or  abscesses  were  considered  voiereal,  merely  because  they  oc* 
curred  in  suspicious  parts.  The  other  ^mptoms  are  so  uncer- 
tain, that  they  woula  not,  I  am  persuaded,  be  satisfactory  to  a 
well- educated  English  surgeon  or  the  present  day. 

Mr  Edmonstone  afterwfa*ds  remarks,  that  Mr  Wilson  would 
have  cause  to  consider  himself  as  disrespectfully  treated,  if  any 
writer  should  doubt  the  existence  of  fever,  dysentery,  rhenma* 
tism,  phthisis,  or  elephantiasis,  aDof  which  that  gentteman  has 
spoken  of  as  existing  in  the  island,  without  descriUng  any  of 
f  neir  symptoms.  In  answer  to  this,  it  may  be  urged,  that  the 
symptoms  of  the  four  first  mentioned  diseases  are  too  well  mark- 
ed to  require  any  enumeration  for  general  purposes.  Should 
Mr  Wilson  be  called  upon  to  explain  himself  relative  to  ele- 
phantiasis, we  cannot  doubt  that  he  would  readily  do  so,  as  &r 
as  his  notes  and  memorywould  enable  him.  In  this  manner 
your  correspondent,  Mr  Christie,  medical  superintendant-gene« 
ffH  of  Ceylon,  has  thought  it  right  to  explain  himself  on  ele« 
phanttasiis,  by  referring  to  another  author,  when  he  wished  Uk 
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estaMish  a  potift  vMch  he  eeneeival  might  l»e  inpoitUBt  to  hii 
readers*  #  . 

I  hope  I  shall  hot  be  wupitted  oi  undehrahiidg  Mr  Edmeft* 
tCone*8  remarfce  by  any  thing  t  hare  said.  They  appear  to  iM 
very  reasonaMe^  and  paitieufaarly  iiaeful^  as  they  enfotce  the 
cessity  of  accurate  diseriminatioft. 

London,  Aug.  IS,  1:81!^; 


r** 


Letter  to  AstiEt  CooP£k|  Esq.  on  the  Ctt^e  of  Cmved  SpttU. 
By  B.  G.  BuRRoudus^  Esq.  SurgeoD,  Cliftoiu 

nHflEBE  is  a  practice  latdy  introduced  in  scroAdoua  affectiosn 
^  of  the  joints^  mor0  particujarly  of  the  spinei  recommend^ 
ed  by  some  surgeons,  which  is  so  widdy  difierent  from  the  on^ 
recommended  in  your  public  lectureSt  ttiat  it  would  be  serviog 
the  public  very  much  to  have  the  propriety  of  this  practice 


certained  $  and  I  thinks  Sir,  you  will  w\  little  hesitation  in  gin^ 
iog  your  opinion  on  it,  when  I  assure  you  th^  interests  of  hu« 
mamty  are  very  much  eoncerned  in  it.  I  have  heard  of  patients 
BO  little  out  of  health  when  they  haVe  been  put  on  this  trea^ 
ment,  that  it  has  almoet  escaped  the  observation  <^  their  friends^ 
and  have  afterwards  h^rd  almost  uniformly  of  their  graduallj^ 
decUnihg  state.  The  disease^  and  the  practice  to  wmch  I  al<' 
lude,  and  to  which  I  beg  to  call  vour  attention,  i^e  briefly 
these-^tn  scrofulous  aflTections  of  the  spine,  be  the  degree  of 
di^iease  there  what  it  may,  whether  curvature  merely  from  debi- 
lity of  the  system,  or  from  more  seriou$  injury  to  the  vertei^/^^ 
fitUl,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  same  practice  is  pursued  i  name^ 
ly,  the  patients  i^re  confined  entirely  to  a  horizontal  postUM  on 
a  mattress,  placed  on  a  machine  contrived  for  thepurpose^  which 
they  are  never  to  quit,  even  for  their  meals,  for  perhaps  » 
twdvemontb,  and  sometimes  eL|[hteen  months  or  liiore^  or  as 
long  as  it  is  supposed  that  the  q^ease  will  require  such  a  post^ 
tipn.  The  theory  givei\for  this  treatment  I  have  understood  is^ 
that  as  diseases  of  the  spine  are  generally  supposed  to  arise  from 
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•weakti^  that  a  plan  whieh  will  take  off  the  pressure  of  the 
saperincumbent  parts  until  they  become  stronger,  wiH  cure  the 
l^resent,  and  prevent  any  fiitdre  deformitjr  ^  but  thi^  mode  of 
proceeding,  as  far  as  it  has  eoaie  within  my  eof^izance,  hag 
-Men  attended  with  great  misery  to  the  patient,  and  proved  very 
unsuccessful.    Indeed  I  think  it  may  also  be  shown,  from  the  £sur 
exercise  of  the  judgment,  that  a  systaro  which  goes  to  the  com- 
plete exclusion  of  air  and  exercise  to  a  young  subject  for  a  dis- 
ease of  debility,  cannot  be  right ;  and  I  am  very  much  induced  xx> 
*%etteve  that  it  may  be  shown  to  be  impn^per  in  both  the  kinds 
of  distortion  for  which  it  is  employed,  namely,  in  the  one  aris- 
ing from  weakness  only,  and  in  the  other  proceeding  fron 
destruction  of  the  bones.     Witii  the  spinal  afiectiorr  prodoo 
ing  curvature,  arising  from  weakness,  and  unattended  with  dis- 
prganiaatioB^  do  not  the  phenomena  of  rachitis  bear  a  great  aa* 
*aTogy,  having  its  orwn  generally  in  a  certain  condition  of  the 
alimentary  canal  ana  mesenteric  glands,  and  now-a-days  consi« 
dered  as  a  true  scrofulous  disease  ?   Now,  what  is  the  treatment 
'liere?  Is  it  not  truly  the  reverse  of  the  one  mentioned  above  2  and 
perhaps  for  the  same  disease.    The  little  patient  in  rachifis, 
after  due  attention  to  the  afimetitary  canal  ana  me8enterir^and% 
is  not  cioTidemned  to  the  house,  to  lie  on  its  back  for  monthst 
and  forbid  to  ttse  its  limbs^  bat  recommended  dry  ahr^  exercise, 
and  nourishment ;  and  the  mo^e  the  child  is  allowed  to  run  about 
wild,  to  use  the  language  in  one  of  your  lectures,  the  bettev* 
The  success  of  diis  treatment  is  well  known,  not  to  the  j»- 
culty  only,  but  to  the  mother  of  every  large  fisimily  f  nor  can  I 
conceive  how  any  disease,  said  to  arise  from  debifity,  is  to  be 
cured  by  any  other  plan,  or  how  muscles  are  to  become  red  and 
strong  without  exercise.     Let  us  next  see  how  fkr  the  recun^i- 
bent  posture  and  no  exercise  will  succeed,  where  some  portion 
of  the  vertebrae'  has  become  diestroyed  by  absorption.    You  re- 
mark in  one  of  your  lectures,  **  should  a  patient  recover  in  this 
state  of  disease,  an  ancbyk>sis  of  the  spine  is  the  eonseqnenee ;:" 
and  you  further  remark,  that  perhaps  the  favourable  tevminaiion 
of  t}ie  comptaint,  in  this  manner,  is  more  fairly  attributed  to  the 
operations  of  nature,  than  to  the  efficacy  of  issues,  caustics,  &c. 
so  much  recommended  in  this  state  of  disease;     But  what  ave 
more  immediately  to  my  purpose,  are  yonr  observations  on  the 
impropriety  of  tne  use  of  machines  in  the  above  diseases  p  and 
•  in  confirmation  of  your  opinion  here,  you  give  two  diagrams, 
illustrative  of  tNvo  circumstances^  the  one  a  curvature  of  the 
spine  cured  by  anchylosis,  the  other,  the  condition  of  the  spine 
^  where  such  an^  effect  has  been  prevented  by  the  use  of  insuik* 
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tnents.    The  following  k  an  hnmUe  imitation  of  the  dingraBM 
submitted  to  your  pupils  in  your  public  lectures.  i 


Cure  of  the  spine  bj  anchylodf. 


The  cure  of  the  spine  interrupted  by 
t  ipFewing  iastruments,  ^wd  the  uni^ 
>of  bones  prevented. 


As,  therefore,  our  only  liope  of  cure  in  this  description  c^  dt»> 
■ease  depends  on  an  anchylosis  of  the  vertebrfle,  in  wbioh  case  the 
curve  will  be  outward,  as  shown  above,  and  which,  as  ywx  state^ 
will  be  preveiited  when  instruments  are  tised  by  pressing  on  the 
curves  and  forcing  the,  otherwise,  uniting  points  of  the  "vertebne 
from  each  other.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  toknow  whether  the  systdn^ 
of  the  reumbent  posture,  as  before  stated,  may  not  be  improper 
in  this  kind  of  disease  also,  as  well  as  in  the  former  ?  for  it  a|v 
pears  very  likely  to  me,  by  keeping  the  back  constantly  extend- 
ed, both  to  prevent  what  you  have  called  here  the  necessary  cut^ 
i^ature,  and  the  union  of  the  bones,  without  which,  agreeably 
to  your  ideas,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  saving  the  patient 

Your  opinion  of  the  practice  wnich  I  have  here  submitted  to 
your  consideration,  is  solicited  with  more  than  usual  earnest- 
ness i  for  it  is  really  melancholy  to  see  a  pom*  young  creature 
stretched  constantly,  for  many  months  together,  witriouC  ever 
i>eing  suffered  to  nse,  and  that  too  at  a  period  of  life  when  a 
constant  «tate  of  inaction  must  prove  to  beihe  greatest  affliction^ 
.1>ut,  on  the  other  hand,  if  these  diseases  do  really  require  «uck 
treatmenl^   then,  of  course,   the  unfortunate  victims  to  them 
must  submit.    But  as  I  have  my  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the 
treatment  under  many  circumstances  of  the  diseases  for  which  ic 
IS  at  present  used^  and  more  particularly  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  is  carried  under  anjr  form  of  theseicomptaints,  though  in  some 
one  of  them,  perhaps,  under  certain  Kmitations,  it  might  be 
more  advantageous,    I  thought  I  codd  not  satisfy  my  own 
feelings,  nor  serve  the  community  and  profession  more  essen^ 
tially,  than  by  eliciting  your  opinion  «i|K>n  a  practice  so  im* 
portant,  whicn  is  daily  carried  into  execution,  and  is,  therefore^ 
diher  doing  much  good,  or  proiving  to  be  one  of  those  nofoctiju 
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Itate  experiinents  in  medical  sdetioe  whidi  numbers  will  have 
cause  to  deplore. 
Mall^  Cltjbm,  July  I.  1812. 
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Observations  on  tie  YeUow-Fever  of  New  York  in  1803.  By 
Albxahdeb  Ramsay,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Sur- 
gery,  Eklinburgh. 

"^flTTHEN  I  visited  New  York  in  180S,  I  found  pli;^sicians  un^ 
^^     decided  respecting  the  natune  of  yeflow-fever  in  every  rc- 

3iect|  as  well  as  the  seat  of  black  vomit;  and  the  opinions  of  Dr 
ancroft,  on  the  authority  of  the  ingenious  Dr  F'hysic  of  Phila- 
^elphia,  noticed  in  your  Journal  of  July  last,  pages  326  and  S27, 
seem  so  different  from  those  cases  which  came  under  my  inspec- 
tion in  1803,  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  readers 
«the  appearmices  of  that  yean 

The  malady  seemed  to  be  viewed  as  of  a  highly  malign  type ; 
as  it  was  rect^oned  (from  the  best  information  I  could  come  at) 
that  half  of  the  population  fled  from  the  city.  Broad- Way  seem* 
-cd  for  some  time  the  only  street  entirely  open ;  many  were  par- 
tially) or  mych  deserted  i  and  places  of  worship  ^ere  shut  up. 
The  symptoms  were  such  as  autnors  have  so  often  correctly  stat- 
•fed,  that  1  need  not  enumerate  them.  Perhaps  some  European 
readers  may  not  have  heard  of  those  (vulgarly  named  walkings 
^ases.)  The  person  appears  yellow,  is  listless,  often  seemingly  in 
fi  state  of  fatuity.  Sometime  you  cannpt  attract  bis  attention  by 
addressing  yourself  to  him.  He  walks  about,  without  design, 
^rom  place  to  place,  and,  in  a  moment,  occasionally  drops  lifeless 
Co  the  ground,  without  any  previous  symptom  to  warn  attend- 
jants.  I  continued  for  some  time  in  the  hospital  of  Bellevue,  that 
I  might  notice  the  symptoms,  treatment,  ^nd  appearances  after 
4eatn.  I  selected  cases  of  those  who  fdl  in  the  black  vomit  and 
stool,  as  well  as  the  bloody  vomit  and  stool.     They  were  as  follow. 

This  year,  in  the  first  stage,  the  liver  seemed  always  the  highly 
diseased  organ.  The  state  of  the  stomach  partook  of  the  morbid 
lype,  which  in  general  characterizes  this  yiscus,  not  only  in  fever 
#>f  a  common  kind,  (where  black  vomit  is  not  expected),  but  ma- 
ny other  maladies.  The  inflammation  was,  in  some  cases,  much 
less  than  could  be  expected,  and  only  such  as  might  be,  looked 
fpT^  ^here  so  much  irritation  was  excited  by  the  re^ur^tation  of 
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the  Uack  matter  from  the  duodenum.  The  same  matt^  b&  filled 
the  biliary  ducts  in  the  substance  of  the  liver^  was  likewise  traced 
in  the  gall-bladder,  stomach,  duodenum,  and  intestinal  tube* 
The  continual  flow  of  this  black  matter  through  tlie  intestinal 
canal,  seemed  to  occasion  great  inflammation  in  the  viscera,  with 
often  abrasions  of  the  inner  coat.  I  am  indueed  to  overlook  the 
spasmodic  contractions  of  the  intestines,  as  they  often  are  aiFec^ 
tions  by  no  means  peculiar  to  this  more  than  other  diseases* 
I  find,  from  several  observations,  that  what  may  be  viewed  as  se** 
rlous  cases  of  intus-susceptio,  are  often  e&cts  arising  iu  (wticido 
mortis^  in  afl  maladies. 

When  Uack  vomit  and  «tooI  &iled  to  yield  to  remedies,  the 
•|)resages  of  bloody  vomit  and  stool  occasionally  made  their  apr- 
pearance,  vie.  haemorrhage  of  the  gums,  eyelids,  and  nostrils;  thta 
was  succeeded  by  the  bloody  vomit  aad  «tooL  This  stage  partly 
accords  with  Dr  I%ysic's  observations,  being  entirely  a  rupture 
of  the  gastric  and  mesenteric  arteries,  attended  with  abrasions  of 
the  villous  coat  of  the  stomach  in  particular.  This,  however^ 
seemed  very  different  from  the  matter  of  black  vomit.  So  far  as 
tay  observations  went,  the  bloody  stage  was  always  preceded  by 
the  black  stage :  this,  however,  miffht  be  assumed  in  the  cases 
mentioned  by  Dr  Physic,  wiUiout  the  intervention  of  this  black 
«tage,  as  was  the  case  in  the  typhus  of  the  interior,  which  I  shaU 
lay  before  your  readers  on  some  future  occasion.  In  one  of  the 
worst  cases,  the  stomach  was  contracted  to  the  diameter  com* 
monly  assurned  by  the  transverse  colon,  which  some,  u  priori^ 
^oulu  not  expect  in  a  state  <^  system  so  completely  exhausted ; 
but  we  ought  to  recollect,  that  Uie  most  violent  actions,  as  con* 
¥ulsionSf  (unfortunately  ascribed  to  morbid  strengtii),  are  con- 
nected with  the  highest  states  of  debility,  as  we  see  in  the  mo* 
knents  of  death. 

Vapour-bath  was  our  most  efiectual  means  of  allaying  the  coii^ 
tinual  and  tea^sing  irritation  of  the  stomach.  As  water^  as  an  ex- 
ternal application,  in  a  warm'and  cold  st&te,  in  this  and  ether 
maladies,  seems  of  the  highest  importance,  I  shall  take  a  future 
opportunity  of  offering  a  few  thoughts  on  tliese  topics. 

The  diseased  state  of  the  ]ymph?itics  (wliich  seem.s  always  con- 
nected with  debillt}'),  which  I  discovered  and  described  when  a 
pupil  of  the  celebrated  Mr  Cruickshanks  of  London,  was  uctec^  ' 
ted  in  several  of  those  subjects  who  died  of  ytliow-fv  vej*.  11ns' 
consists  in  the  lymphatics  lobipg  their  transparency  and  das^ 
ticity,  and  assuming  an  opake  and  inelastic  state.  In  pi\}|>or- 
tioii  as  this  opacitj^  increases)  so  does  their  dilatation  and  th»ck- 
enmg  of  the  coats:  the  utihtj  of  the  valves  ceases;  c  *ngc.>ij  m 
takes  place.  When  such  ves>eU  suffer  compressiou,  or  wUei;  they 
cease  at  any  time  to  be  liUed  with  their  contentb,  the  \i\gh\y  ap** 
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^ve  sute  of  the  vasa  propria  occasions  accretion  of  the  inner 
^t,  and  obliteration  of  the  cavitjr,  by  which  the  rqmlar  progress 
of  the  lymph  is  prevented.  This  affection  of  the  lymphatics 
•ecms  most  froquent  in  the  lungs,  and  not  unfrequcntly  in  the 
Iliac  plexus.  It  seems  induced  by  any  and  all  debilitating  causes, 
especiaUy  mdiscreet  mercurial  applications }  and  J  attribute  those 
1  met  with  ra  America  to  this  cause,  as  mercury  is  the  incessant 
resort  of  practitioners  in  the  interior  of  that  country.  I  bdieve 
much  harm  is  occasioned  to  the  general  constitution  by  the  in- 
discnmmate  use  of  this  medicine,  in  the  northern  states  in  par- 
ticular $  and  I  was  pleased  (and  indeed  honoured)  to  find,  that 
the  opinions  of  the  highly  respectable  Dr  Saunders  of  London, 
corresponded  witij  the  notions  I  had  given  (in  the  Colleges  of 
«ew  York,  &c.)  m  his  late  judicious  remarks  on  this  very  sub- 
ject. ITiis  affection  of  the  lymphatic  system  («ince  I  have  dt- 
^Igcd  It  to  practitioners)  seems  very  prevalent  in  all  parte  cS 
the  human  body.  One  of  the  first  practitioners  in  midwifery  iti 
l^ndon,  informed  me,  that  for  many  years  he  had  discovered 
the  appearances  mentioned  in  diseased  mammae,  but  till  then 
was  at  a  loss  to  what  cause  to  ascribe  it.  In  indolent  tumours, 
^isseems  to  have  been  traced  as  the  foundation  of  the  evil  * 

Ihe  noUon  of  the  endemic  quality  of  yellow-fever,  seems  to 
mt  on  Perhaps  npgative  grounds.  There  was  no  disease  in 
Broad-  ^^  ay,  (a  wide  well-built  street),  possessed  by  wealthy  peo- 
ple ;  hence  a  few  inhabitants  in  a  large  given  space.  No  physi- 
cian, or  nurse,  not  even  strangers,  under  the  influence  of  fear, 
who  visited  me  in  the  dissecting-roopi  at  the  hospital,  three  miles 
from  town,  ^ere  attacked  with  fever.  The  notion  of  dilution  can 
Kareely  be  admitted,  as  I  not  only  sat  by  the  bed,  three  days  and 
nignts,  ot  a  patient  in  one  of  the  worst  cases  (who  recovered), 
and  was  coptinu,lly  in  the  nearest  contact  with  all  the  patienti 
which  imrsing  or  attendance  could  occasion,  yet  I  had  no  at- 
tack  ot  fever,  No  case,  howeyec  virulent,  taken  from  the  in- 
fected streets  to  the  country,  ever  conveyed  the  malady  to  attend- 
ants. WW  people,  children,  (even  feeble  people  I  think),  escape 
ed  fever.  TJie  French  people,  though  long  resident,  and  th« 
iNegro,  lived  jn  diseased  streets  widi  impunity.  The  disease 
rn^ed  m  narr«;w  streets  near  the  wharfe,  wWre  nnmbers  of  WU 
yea  and  irregular  people  were  crowded  togetiier.  The  robust 
phiefly  were  sufferers.  ^ 

10,  Itifirmary  Street,  Edinburgh. 

aurt  ^vl*k'  *^*°,?*"  .*,^  «bs«rf>ents  account  for  the  large  thoracle 
Scii^  ^^  ^  Cruickshanks  in  his  work?  Dropsy  fecips  coa- 
liected  ocowionally  with  the  morbid  appearances  mentioaed. 
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IX.  : 

Case  of  Pseudo-St/pAUis^  mth  Remarfrs,  By  William  Stephen-* 
SON  Clark,  Surgeon,  York,  Member  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Sargedns,  and  late  Resident-Surgeon  of  the  Lock-FIospW 
tal,  London. 

HPhe  object  of  the  present  paper,  is  not  to  present  to  the  public 
-*-  a  specimen  of  any  thing  novel,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
profession  to  a  very  important  part  of  practice,  viz.  the  diseaJses 
resembling  syphilis.  1  he  parts  oF  genenltion  are  subjected,  a« 
like  with  other  parts  of  the  human  body,  to  attacks  of  inflam^ 
ination,  ulceration,  &c.  which  hdve  no  coniieKion  whatever, 
with  the  syphilitic  poison.  Long  before  ever  the  venereal  dis- 
ease appeared  in  the  world,,  cases  are  related,  the  symptoms  of 
which  nearly  accorded  with  those  presenting  themselves  in  lues 
venerea ;  and  we  are  informed  that  the  paits  of  generation  were 
subject  to  discharges,  ulcerations,  warts,  phymosis,  &c.  all  of 
which  posses^d  nothing  of  the  true  syphilitic  character,  andf 
recovered  without  the  use  of  mercury.  Upon  this  subject  some 
additional  valuable  information  has  been  lately  given  to  the 
world,  particularly  by  those  two  eminent  practitioners,  Mr  Pear- 
son and  Mr  Abernethy ;  and  happy  would  it  be  for  mankind,  if, 
in  the  general  treatment  of  this  disease,  a  due  and  cautious  in- 
vestigation of  its  progress,  character,  and  appearances,  was  first 
made,  before  its  treatment  was  determined  upon.  We  should  not 
then  be  witness  to  the  sad  ntimber  of  mutilated  victims,  who 
either  have  faflleti  a  sacrifice  to  the  daring  attempts  of  an  igno* 
rant  empiricism,  or  to  the  rash  administration  of  the  mineral  spe« 
ci6c;  for  a  multitude  of  indisputable  proofs  might  be  adduced, 
that  ignorance  and  error  often  render  mercury  one  of  the  most 
precarious  and  mischievous  medicines  in  use.  Even  under  th^ 
most  cautious  administration  of  that  medicine,  there  are  certaiti 
peculiarities  of  constitution,  where  its  irritating  qualities  predo- 
minate over  its  medical  ones,  and  where  the  mode  of  its  opera- 
tion seems  rather  calculated  to  distress  the  patieiu,  and  to^  injure 
his  health,  than  to  remove  the  disease  for  which  it  is  exhibited  i 
nay,  very  often  to  produce  symptoms  so  precisely  similar  to  those 
it  is  intended  to  remove,  that,  was  it  not  impossible  for  a  frcsb 
order  of  venereal  symptoms  to  arise  while  the  system  yfM  powers 
Jidly  under  the  injlueiice  of  a  specific  for  that  disease,  it  would 
be  condiided  t^at  a  rapid  increase  of  all  the  venereal  nymptonis 
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was  progressively  taking  p]ace«  This  would  imply  something  like 
a  palpable  contradiction ;  that  the  antidote  should  be  operating 
with  efficacy  to  cure  the  venereal  symptom  for  which  it  was  di- 
rected ;  while,  at  the  same  time,,  the  venereal  virus  was  proceed- 
ing to  contaminate  new  parts,  and  excite  new  appearances.  It 
may  well,  therefore,  be  doubted,  whether  more  sacrifices  are  not 
janaally  made  to  the  injudicious  administration  of  mercury » than 
to  all  the  combined  effects  of  the  morbiferous  poison.  The  fol- 
lowing case  will,  in  an  imperfect  degree,  tend  to  illustrate  the 
iubject  in  question,  and,  at»  the  same  time,  show  tlie  great  ne- 
cessity of  cautiously  abstaining  Irom  pronouncing  too  positive  ^a 
opinion  upon  the  nature  of  a  suspicious  case. 

I  was  consulted  some  time  ago  by  a  person  on  account  of  an 
f  xcoriation  on  the  side  of  the  prepuce.  The  history  of  the  case 
was  this : — His  health  bad  been  lor  some  time  rather  impaired : 
In  the  early  part  of  January,  he  bod  a  connexion.  From  this, 
however,  no  visible  morbid  symptom  arose,  till  some  weeks  after, 
when  a  slight  irritation  was  felt  upon  the  prepuce.  This  was 
8poQ  followed  by  a  sore,  extending  from  the  middle  of  the  left 
^de  of  the  prepuce,  to  the  fraenum,  and  succeeded  by  an  en- 
largement of  the  glands  in  each  groin.  Upon  viewing  accurate- 
ly Vie  sore,  the  surface  erf*  which  exhibited  little  of  the  charac- 
teristic marks  of  a  true  venereal  chancre,  and  particularly  attend* 
ing  to  ihe  pi  ogress  of  the  case,  and  the  laigth  of  iim^  that  had 
elapsed  between  the  connexion  and  the  appearance  of  the  sore, 
)  pronounced  it  not  to  be  venereal,  and  directed  the  most  simple 
applications  to  be  made  use  of,  as  a  saturnine  lotion,  or  a  pou]- 
lice  of  miJk  and  bread.  This  plan  was  tried  for  some  time, 
ib'hen  it  appearing  to  make  no  alteration,  at  least  for  the  better, 
I  recommended  a  mild  solution  of  calomel  in  lime-water,  which 
in  a  short  time  completely  healed  it.  Nothing  now  whatever 
appeared  till  early  in  May,  when  I  was  again  cpnsulted  by  the 
same  person,  on  account  of  an  uneasiness  in  his  throat  Upon 
examining  the  tonsils,  I  distinctly  perceived  a  slight  ulceration 
OS  each,  accompanied  with  a  degree  of  erysipelatous  redness. 
The  ulcerations  kept  gradually,  but  superficially,  spreading,  for 
about  a  week,  when  an  eruption  of  purple  spots  took  place  upon 
(he  skin,  at  the  same  time  the  inguinal  glands  continuing  greatly 
l^nlarged.  Confident,  however,  partly  firom  the  appearance  of  the 
primary  sore,  but  more  particularly  from  the  history  oi'w^progress^ 
that  it  was  not  venereal,  I  recommended  the  use  of  mild  deter- 

Sent  gargles,  and  a  moderate  quantity  of  red  port  daily.  Fro^ 
lis  time  an  .uniform  increase  of  the  symptoms  took  place;  the 
eruptions  became  more  vivid,  and  the  ulceratipns  of  the  tonsils, 
jdtliough  extensive  an4  aloughy,  ye(  did  not  appear  to  penetrate 
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d^,  or  to  assume  the  ^liicken^  Tagged  edge.  The  case  now 
became  of  considerable  importatice*  an4  had  arrived  at  a  crisis 
which  rendered  it  necessary  for  some  additional  steps  to  be  pur- 
sued. I  accordingly  recommended  the  warm  bath,  which  was 
to  be  repeated  ds  (Hten  as  the  patient's  sO'eAgth  would  permit, 
ifmd  advised  a  plentiful  use  of  th^  Peruvian  bark,  together  widi 
the  application  of  the  dxymel  sruginis  to  the  tonsi]s«  From 
this  period  to  the  be^nning  of  July,  a  slow  and  almost  uninter^ 
rnpted  progress  was  made«  The  ukerationd  had  extended  froo^ 
the  tmisils  up  the  inferior  -edee  of  the  velamen  palatinum^  a( 
which  time  the  tonsils  assumed  a.  di^osition  to  heal,  htkt  8^aii| 
qaickiy  ulcerated.  No  benefit  having  at  all  resulted  from  ^the 
cneasis  hitherto  made  use  of,  and  bis  health  beginoing^to  sufiei> 
I  determined  that  he  should  repair  iritp  the  country.  Tiie  sy  mp* 
toms,  whi<^  had  hitherto  been  dbaracterized  by  ^  very  slow  pro- 
cess, XK)w  assumed  a  much  more  mpid  increase ;  the  ulcerationa 
epread  on  one  side  of  the  velamen  palatinum,  crossed  the  uviila^ 
^nd  oompletehra^cted  the  other;  and  the  clipper-coloured  erupr 
.tions  became  li^reer  and  more  universally  difiuised*  The  convic- 
tion, however,  of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  primary  symptoms 
atiU  supported  me  in  the  belief,  th&t,  iilthough  a  most  obstinalf 
poison  was  secreted  and  throwi)  into  the  system,  yet,  that  it  w»s 
essentially  diffisrent  in  its  true  specific  properties  from  the  v^ 
nereal  poison.  In  this  opinicm  I  had  shortly  the  gratification  o^ 
being  confirmed;  for  a  fortnight  had  not  elapsed  before  a  rq>i4 
imd  totiil  disappearance  of  the  Eruptions  took  place:-:— this  is  9 
character  which  most  decidecBy  marks  the  spurious  syphilis  from 
Ae  genuine,  as  will  be  shortly  observed  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
ease.  In  a  few  days  the  eruptions  again  appeared,  and  condnued 
for  the  space  of  three  weeks,  at  which  time  the  progress  of  th^ 
poison  appeared  to  have  arrived  at  its  acme.  1  now  thought  k 
right  to  try  the  effects  of  the  sarsapariila,  and,  for  this  purpose 
4lirected  half  a  pint  of  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsapariila 
40  be  taken  three  times  a-day,  combining  with  eacli  dose  from 
£ve  to  eight  drops  of  the  muriate  of  bary tes.  From  this  period 
ibe  ulcerations  in  the  throat  b^an  to  subside,  their  sloughy  surface 
to  look  more  healthy  and  to  granulate,  and  the  eruptions  gradually 
to  disappear,  excqit  some  slight  fluctuations  which  have  since 
taken  place,  sometimes  all  the  syinptoms  being  nearl v  exhausted^ 
apd  then  lippearing  again  to  resume  a  fresh  morbid  action,  till 
the  pnesenc  time,  when  they  have'compldtely  disappeared.  Thus 
lias  a  most  interesting  case,  which  lasted,  with  very  ambiguous 
^mptoms,  from  the  begmning  of  May  to  the  latter  efnd  of  Sq)- 
temper,  %ia}ly  terminated^  'mthotii  ona  sin^^ic  particle  f^'inercuty^ 
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ftnd  in  ft  coTi!(titution  where  probabfy  a  complete  course  of  that 
mineral  would  have  proved  filial. 

Remarls^ 

It  has  been  justly  lamented  by  accurate  and  eminent  practi* 
tioners,  that  no  criterion  could  be  formed,  at  least  by  appearance^ 
of  the  difference  between  the  true  and  spurious  venereal  sore. 
This,  I  confess,  in  numerous  cases,  is  a  difficult,  and  almost  im- 
possible thing ;  and  whoever  solely  trusts  to  the  appearance  of 
either  a  primary  or  secondary  afrcetion,  without  being  guided 
by  the  history  of  the  case,  will  be  subject  to  perpetual  error. 
The  above  case  is  a  striking  fact  elucidating  this  proposition  ;  for 
I  am  convinced,  that,  let  the  sagacity  of  that  practitioner  have 
been  what  it  would,  his  judgment  must  have  been  most  agr^- 
ously  deceived,  had  he  depended  upon  the  appearances  alonew 
The  ime  venereal  poison,  as  far  as  the  experience  of  many  cen« 
turies  confirm,  is  a  vims,  which,  when  once  received  into  the 
iconstitution,  is  unable  to  be  expelled  by  any  power  it  possesses ; 
and,  to  quote  the  viords  of  Mr  Pearson,  ^  that,  when  once  it 
&  received  into  the  system,  it  will  go  progressively  forward  ta 
the  destruction  of  the  animal,  until  checked  by  the  use  of  mer» 
cnry/'  This,  therefore,  forms  the  grand  essential  difierence  be- 
tween the  two  poisons,  that  the  former  progressively  goes  for* 
ward  unless  checked  bv  medicine ;  the  latter  fluctuates,  and  wfll 
at  length  exhaust  itself.  But,  besides  this  distinction  of  its  prin* 
ciple,  a  minute  investigator,  who  has  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  primary  affection,  will  still  further  discriminate  from  the 
rAannr/er,  and  more  particularly  from  the  account  of  theprogyvsf 
vf  the  case.  This  was  one  of  the  circumstances  that  app^ired 
to  decide  in  the  present  instance :  For,  1st,  to  imagine  that  a 
true  venereal  sore  could  take  place  several  weeks  after  exposure^ 
emd  particularly  where  a  due  attention  had  been  paid  to  deanli- 
ness,  although  much  doubt  is  entertained  by  many  upon  this  sub-> 
ject,  and  which  I  candidly  confess  my  own  tnabihty  to  decide 
upon,  yet  appears  to  militate  against  what  we  know  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  venereal  disease :  ^dly ,  The  appearance  of  the  sore 
oid  not  correspond  with  the  venereal  character  j  its  base  was  not 
sloughy  or  deep,  nor  did  it  assume  a  thickened  ragged  edge: 
Sdly,  The  glands  in  the  groin,  which  had  arrived  at  a  very  con« 
sidei^ble  enlargement,  as  soon  as  the  sore  was  healed  ceaised  to 
increase ;  and,  although  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  every 
Venereal  enlarged  gland  should  suppurate,  yet  it  is  a  probability 
of  their  being  of  that  spurious  nature,  when  they  gradually  di* 
aainish  without  the  us^  of  mercury :  ^^nd,  lastly,  ^be  superfldal 
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ravages  which  the  secondary  ulcerations  made^  the  regular  edge^ 
and  the  fluctuating  appearance  of  the  spots,  were  criteria  which^ 
I  should  think,  would  induce  the  most  sceptical  practitioner  to 
pause  before  he  pronounced  his  mercurial  anathema  upon  the 
unfortunate  patient.  / 

Yorkf  August  llthf  1812. 


•     .  .  .  .    ■  : 

Fitrther  Observations  on  Painftd  Subcutaneous  TSAerde,  By  Wiia^ 
LiAM  Wood,  Esq.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  CoUege  of  Surgeon^ 
Edinburgh. 

Tn  a  communication  published  in  the  last  Nnmber.of  this  Joor- 
-*•  nal,  I  gave  an  account,  which  had  been  previously  read  at  tlie 
Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  of  a  particular  species  of  tu^ 
mor,  under  the  name  of  Painful  Subcutaneous  Tubercle  $  a  dis- 
ease to  which  my  attention  was  particularly  attracted,  by  the  cir« 
cumstance  of  my  having  seen  four  cases  of  it  in  the  couy^e  «f  the 
preceding  twelve  monUis.  As  it  did  not  {ippear  to  me  to  haw 
met  with  that  attention  to  which  I  conceived  it  entitled,  botk 
from  the  singularity  of  its  symptoms,  and  from  the  severe  suf- 
fering to  which  it  givers  rise,  I  collected  all  the  information  which 
JL  could  procure,  with  regard  to  it;  ai^d,  by  the  assistance  of  somip 
pf  my  medical  friends,  1  was  enabled  to  give  a  <)etailed  history 
of  eight  cases,  from  which  my  account  of  the  disease  was  drawn 
up.  These  eight  cases  contained  all  the  distinct  information  qF 
ivhich  I  was  then  in  possession.  I  have  since  been  favoured^  bv 
my  friend  Dr  Brown,  with  an  accurate  history  of  the  disease,  as 
it  occurred  in  a  gentleman,  from  whose  arm  he  extirpated  a  tur 
bercle,  of  the  size  of  an  orange-seed*  with  complete  success;  an(l 
.ray  friend  Mr  Newbigging  has  kindly  afforded  me  an  opportuni- 
ty of  seeing  the  complaint  in  the  fore-arm  of  a  female,  at  present 
under  his  care  in  private  practice.  As  these  two  cases,  hov^revar, 
differ  in  no  respect  from  those  already  published,  I  think  it  JWr 
necessary  to  enter  here  into  any  detailed  account  of  tliero. 

Previously  to  my  former,  communication  having  been  publish* 

cd,  I  had  not  been  successful  in  discovering  any  account  of  this 

lingular  species  of  tumor  in  the  writings  of  medical  autliors;  it 

^  La^  since  that  time,  however,  been  pointed  out  to  me,  that^  al- 


450        Mr  Wood^M  Pah^  Sdcutanetm  TtOerek.        Oct* 

thon^b  there  is  no  rery  •ccitnte  or  detailed  general  history  of 
the  oiseaae,  it  has  been  mention^^  and  iodividual  cases  of  it  haTe 
been  described,  by  several  medica)  writers.  In  the  present  com** 
hmnication,  therefore,  I  shaB  take  the  liberty  of  giving  a  con-* 
densed  account  of  all  the  ii^rmation  which  I  have  been  able  to 
collect  from  authors  on  the  snbject 

The  first  mention  of  the  disease  seems  to  have  been  made  by 
Cheselden,  in  one  of  the  later  editions  of  his  anatomy,  to  whida 
my  attention  was  directed  by  Mr  Allan.  After  having  described 
the  structure  of  the  cutis  or  true  skin,  he  says,  **  Immediati^ 
under  the  skin  of  the  shin-bone^  I  have  twice  seen  little  tumors, 
less  than  a  pea,  round,  and  exceeding  hard,  and  so  painfiil,  that 
both  cases  were  judged  to  be  cancerous ;  they  were  cured  by  ck- 
tirpating  the  tumor :  But  what  was  miMe  extraoitfinaiv,'  was  a  tok 
9U>r  of  this  kindt  under  the  skin  of  the  buttock,  smatl  as  a  pin's 
bead,  yet  so  painful  that  the  least  touch  was  insupportable,  luid 
the  skin  for  half  an  inch  round  was  emaciated ;  this  too  I  extir- 
mted,  with  so  much  of  the.  skin  as  wa9  emaciated»  and  some  &t« 
The  patient,  who  before  the  operation,  could  not  endure  to  set 
bis  leg  to  the  ground,  nor  turn  in  his  bed  without  exquisite  pain^ 
grew  immediately  easy,  walked  to  his  bed  without  any  compfiiia^ 
and  was  soon  cured."  (Cheselden's  Anatomy,  10th  edition,  page 
186.)  It  appears  from  this  quotation,  that  Cbeselden  had  thrice 
met  widi  this  disease :  He  does  not  mention  wfa^h^ ,  in  the  two 
first  cases,  the  patients  were  male  or  female ;  in  the  last,  the  dis- 
ease seems  to  have  occurred  in  a  man,  who  suffered  more  severe* 
ly  than  any  of  the  patients  whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing,  alUiough  the  tubercle  did  not  exceed  the  size  of  a  pin's 
bead.  In  all  the  three  cases,  a  cure  was  accomplished  by  the  ex* 
tirpation  of  the  little  tumor. 

Camper,  the  next  author  by  whom  the  disease  is  taken  notide; 
of,  in  his  work,  entitled,  Demonstrationum  Anatomico-  Patholo- 
^carum,  liber  primus,  after  describing  the  nerves  of  the  arra^ 
says,  '*  Non  raro  in  nervis  cutaneis  tubercula  parva  ac  dura  ob* 
servantur,  quae  vera  ganglia  sunt,  pisi  magnitudinem  licet  nop 
excedant  $  dies  tamen  noctesque  acutissimis  lancinantibus  dolori- 
bos  a^os  torquent :  extemis  remediis  non  cedunt,  scalpello  i^- 
tur  ea  attingere  oportet.  Franequene  ex  cubito  feminae  tale,  pfa« 
ga  facta,  sustuli,  qued  ramo  rousculo^cutanei  nervi  adbaerebat :' 
post  operationem  optime  se  habuit.  In  subcutaneis  nervis  fre* 
qnenter  esse  videntur.  Amstelssdami  simile  ganglium  genu  miH 
liens  occupans,  eodcm  modo  sanari  curavi.  In  viris  plus  seqiel 
ea  vidi  i  albicant  intus,  cartilagiiieae  duritiss  sunt,  renitentia,  et 
intra  nervorum  tunicas  sedem  habent  "—Lib.  L  p.  1 1. 

In  this  paragraph,  Camper  describes  a  species  of  tubercle  noi 
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largET  l3kmL  m  pei^  «$  ^T*^^^^!^  nap  Id  wctj  bptctip  pain,  bdj!  leqcir* 
ing  taXxipaoioD  tD  prndoce  a  cure  He  mratioDs  bis  haTing  tinoe 
jart  Hid)  die  diseaae  in  females;  and  adils,  dial  be  has  inm  duai 
ODce  aeea  it  id  idol  He  infonw  ns  ako,  dxat  d>e  tahorles  are 
real  gvi^n^  and  hare  dicir  scat  within  the  coats  <if  the  nerves* 
It  seems  to  me  doidstfal,  whedier,  hv  tiie  tens  ^rsnglion,  as  bere 
appfied,  he  means  to  sbt,  that  tbe  oomplaint  arises  from  a  dis* 
eased  state  of  one  of  these  firde  sweDinos  laet  midi  in  diffenent 
parts  of  the  healdij  body,  st  die  |iixictiaa  of  oiie  nerve  vidi  a* 
podier,  prppcdr  termed  ganirliA ;  or  that  it  is  fanned  br  a  mor- 
lad  cnlai^geineDt  of  some  partkm  of  a  ma  we.  Nor  does  it  wip-^ 
pear,  vfaeiber  be  was  enabled,  b^  accnrate  examination  of  the 
stroctore  of  tbe  tnbcrcles,  to  ascotain  that  thej  reaSj  are  sita« 
ated  vriibin  dte  nervous  coats. 

In  addition  to  die  infcnnatioii  eontaioed  in  d>ese extracts,  fican 
Chcseidcp  and  Camper,  my  friend  Dr  DaTidson  has  beer  so  Idnd 
as  to  faTOBT  me  with  a  reference  to  tvo  papeis;  one  pnh&died  m 
the  Memoin  c^d>e  Medical  Sodetrof  London,  the  other  in  die 
Medkai  Facts  and  Observations,  in  wbicb  aiedetaSed  some  cases 
of  dus  di^ease^ — Th  Bisset,  io  the  Third  Vohmie  of  tbe  Memoirs 
of  die  Medical  Society  of  London,  grpes  a  mincle  and  disdoct 
aoooont  of  die  s3rmptoms  and  progress  of  what  he  terois — ^  An 
cxtraordinaiy  irritable  sympatfaedc  tomor. " 

This  tnaaor,  Dr  Kssei  informs  ns,  appeared  or^^inanj  in  the 
form  of  a  «na!I  jnmple,  of  the  ookHir  of  the  stdn,  on  tbe  outside 
of  the  left  leg  of  a  giri  of  13  years  of  age;  in  and  about  which 
pimple  she  usually  had  some  Enle  uneaaness  immediatdy  before 
a  great  £J1  of  rain  or  snow,  and  in  irery  vindy  weather.  The 
tomor  remained  in  this  state  tifl  socm  jdfter  she  first  oononve^ 
when  it  increased  to  the  sixe  of  a  large  filbert,  and  became  in 
the  highest  degree  irritable.  The  patient  now  began  to  be  afl&ct* 
ed  with  a  riolent  periodical  pain  in  it,  which  recurred  twice  c^ 
three  times,  and  sometimes  oftener,  in  24  boors,  at  unequal  and 
iinceitain  interrak;  the  doradon  of  eadi  panun^sm  often  Taiy* 
ing  a  litde,  and  nerer  exceeding  one  hour.  The  pain  darted^ 
when  most  violent,  to  die  or^;in  of  the  tibialis  amicus,  and  finon 
thence  often  upwards  to  the  ^ine  <^  the  ilium.  The  pain  was 
uistantfy  enated  also,  during  the  pr^;nant  state,  by  tee  tnador 
being  rudely  touched  with  a  finger,  or  widi  the  skirts  of  her  pd* 
tiooat ;  but  these  aoddeotal  paroxysms  were  always  of  shoit 
doradcm.  As  soon  as  this  padent  was  delifered  of  her  first 
chikl,  the  little  tumor  became  at  once  exempt  from  any  antom* 
mon  irritability,  and  the  periodical  paroxysms  of  acute  pain 
quite  ceased;  and  in  this  state  it  remaineJ  during  13  nioiuhs 
except  that  some  little  uneasiness  was  perceptible  before  the  Ikl* 
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ling  of  much  rain  or  snow.  In  the  end  rC  that  period,  the  pa- 
tient having  a^in  conceived,  the  tumor  acquired  its  former  irri-* 
iaUIity,  and  she  was  affected  precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  alie 
bad  been  during  her  first  pregnancy.  At  this  period*  an  atteihpt 
was  made»  by  a  surgeon,  to  cure  the  disease,  t)y  making  a  crucial 
incision  into  the  tumor,  to  promote  suppuration,  and  to  destroy 
its  irritability ;  but  as  this  failed,  excision  was  had  recolirse  to, 
which  proved  effectual  Immediately  after  her  third  opnceptionr, 
however,  the  little  tumor  was  reproduced,  bat  did  not  increase 
quite  to  its  former  size,  and  the  paroxysms  of  pain  commenced 
and  returned  two  or  three  times  daily,  as  during  the  former 
prqpnancy.  When  the  third  child  was  bom,  the  tumor  became 
at  once  perfectly  indolent,  as  it  had  formerly  done.  The  patient 
having  again  conceived»  the  irritability  of  the  little  tumor  com- 
Dienced  as  usual,  and  the  periodical  pain  became  more  violent 
than  ever.  At  this  time  Dr  Bisset  was  consulted,  who  directed 
the  application  of  the  caust.  commune  fort.,  which  produced  its 
effect  in  20  minutes.  After  the  separation  of  the  eschar,  some 
amali  remains  of  the  tumor  were  destroyed  by  caustic.  By  thi^ 
means,  an  effectual  cure  was  accomplished;  as,  daring  two 
successive  pregnancies,  there  was  not  the  least  return  of  the 
disease. — (Memoii's  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  VoL  III. 

This  very  singular  and  interesting  case,  of  which  I  have  used 
the  freedom  of  giving  a  very  full  account,  nearly  in  Dr  Bissefs 
own  words,  appears  to  me  to  have  been  decidedly  of  the  same 
nature  with  that  described  by  Cheselden  and  Camper  \  and  it 
agrees  in  all  its  sjmptoms  with  some  of  the  cases  published  in  my 
last  communication ;  it  differs,  however,  from  all  the  cases  which 
I  have  yet  met  with,  in  the  very  remarkable  connexion  which 
existed  between  the  tubercle  and  the  pregnant  state.  I  think  it 
not  at  all  improbable,  that  a  perfect  cure  might  have  been  efiect- 
edf  if  extirpation  by  the  knife  had  been  originally  performed  % 
for  it  is  by  no  means  unlikely,  that  the  return  of  the  disease  was 
owing  to  some  portion  of  the  morbid  part  having  been  allowed 
to  remain  when  extirpation  was  had  recourse  to,  from  the  state 
the  parts  were  then  in,  in  consequence  of  the  crucial  indsinn 
and  subsequent  suppuration. 

In  the  6th  Volume  of  the  Medical  Facts  and  Observations, 
there  is  a  letter  from  Mr  John  Pearson  of  the  Lock  Hospital,  to 
Dr  Simmons,  containing  <*  An  account  of  some  extraordinary 
symptoms,  which  were  apparently  connected  with  certain  mor- 
bid alterations  about  the  veins  and  nerves."  The  first  case  de^- 
tailed  in  this  letter  appears  to  have  been  a  case  of  painful  subcn« 
taneous  tubercle ;  the  little'tumor  was  situated  in  the  course  cf 
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tlie  sapiietia  tn^or  tein,  about  six  inches  abore  the  anele^otnt,  of 
a  married  woman  of  51  years  of  age.  It  produced  exactly  the 
tome  symptoms  with  those  which  existed  in  the  cases  formerly 
published.  Mr  Pearson  mentions,  that  the  patient  observed 
that  ^  the  severity  of  h^  sufierings  was  invariaUy  increased  dur-* 
Ing  the  periads  of  menstruation  and  of  pr^nancy. "  Her  dis« 
^sci  however^  continued  with  undiminished  severity^  after  she 
had  ceaised  to  bear  chMdren.  Having  refused  to  submit  to  ex- 
tirpaftion  of  the  tubercle,  which  had  been  urged  by  Mr  Pearson^ 
various  methods  of  treatment  were  employed,  but  ineffectually^ 
in  the  course  tf  18  years  that  the  disease  was  present ;  but,  at  . 
the  «nd  of  that  thne^  in  consequence  of  her  having  heard  of  the 
-success  which  had  attended  the  application  of  caustic  in  Dr  Bis-' 
set's  case,  she  submitted  to  have  the  diseased  part  removed  by 
the  same  application.  The  caustic  was  employed  for  20  mi- 
nutes, when  the  eschar  was  completely  formed  j  and  from  that, 
lime  she  never  experienced  the  return  of  a  single  paroxysm  of 
pain.  The  eschar  exfoliated  in  about  12  days,  and  in  the  course 
frf  about  seven  weeks  the  sore  was  perfectly  healed. 

Having  given  a  detailed  history  of  this  case,  Mr  Pearson  en-  , 
deavours  to  account  for  the  symptoms,  on  the  idea  that  a  portion 
of  ti  vein  and  of  a  nerve  being  included  within  the  indurated 
part,  which  could  not  easily  be  distended,  whtoever  the  vein  be- 
came pretefnaturally  turgid,  the  ncriue  was'  conipressed  between 
its  parietes  and  the  internal  surfece  of  tiie  induration  j  and  that 
consequently  the  symptoms  were  connected  with  this  state  of  the 
hsrt.  He  observes,  that  the  paroxysms  of  pain  were  exdted 
oy  e^ery  thing  that  accelerated,  or  otherwise  disturbed  the  cir- 
culation of  the  blood,  whether  applied  to  the  indaration,  or  af« 
fecting  tfhe  general  system,  as  all  strong  exefrtions  of  the  muscles^ 
external  impulse,  or  mental  commotion ;  and  he  adds,  that  it  is 
highly  probable,  that  the  portion  of  vein  which*  passed  through. 
the  tumor,  ^as  unosa^Iy  distended  with  blood  at  the  time  of 
the  paroKjrsm ;  lor,  upon  these  occasions,  ihe  morbid  srurfaoe 
became'  redder  than  common,  and  thn^  tumor  was  seniibly  ele- 
▼ated. 

Thfe  facti  on  ^hich  he  forms  this  theoretical  explanation,  of  a 
portion  of  h  Vein  and  6f  a  nerve  being  *'  completely  included 
^tbin  the  ttmnor, "  he  thinks  proved,  by  hk  having  found,  after 
the  exfoliation  of  the  eschar,  a  portion  of  the  vena  saphena  ma- 

i*or,  and  of  that  branch  of  the  crural  ner^e  which  accompanies  it, 
langing  down  at  tS»e  superior  part  of  the  sorej  for  he  allows^ 
that  the  indurated  part  having  been  destroyed  by  a  caustic,  it 
•was  not  in  his  pow^r  to  examine  its  internal  structure,  so  as  to 
discover  the  true  nature  of  the  morbid  alteration;  Now  the  apJ 
tOJL.  viii.  NO.  S2,  K  a     . 
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*  peamnce  of  a  portbn  oF  vein  aad  of  nerve  in  the  sore^  aiW  the 
(fXtoKation,  does  not  appear  to  roe  conclusive  evideooe  that  these 
were  actqaliy  **  included  completely  within  ihe  tumor ; ''  as  exact- 
ly the  isme  appearances  would  have  presented  themselves,  if  the 
vein  and  nerve  had  been  merelv  situated  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  tumor,  to  one  side  or  otner  of  it,  provided  tliey  were  near 
enough  to  be  within  reach  of  the  caustic*  On  the  whole,  this 
theoretical  speculation  appears  to  me  more  remarkable  for  its  in- 
.genuity  than  Jbr  its  accuracy,  asy  neither  from  the  situation  of 
the  tubercles,  nor  from  the  appearances  met  with  in  examining 
tliem  after  they  have  been  removed  from  the  body,  have  I  had 
the  least  reason  to. suspect  any  such  venous  connexion.  That 
.die  disease  is  intimately  connected  with  thp  nervous  systemn  I 
think  there  can  be  little  doubt,  from  its  symptoms  ;  but  I  con- 
ceive that  more  frequent  and  more  accurate  examinations  of  the 
structure  of  the  morbid  part  are  still  wanting,  to  enable  us  to 
ascertain  in  what  way  the  connexion  is  formed.  In  the  same 
letter,  Mr  Pearson  mentions  bis  bavins  seen  another  case  very 
much  resembling  that  above  describedT  The  tubercle  was  ^- 
tuated  at  the  posterior  part  of  the  leg  of  a  female,  near  tlie  be- 
ginning of  the  tendo^Achiliis.  In  this  case  Mr  Pearson  suspects 
tliat  the  tumor  may  be  connected  with  the  vena  saphena  mmor, 
and  that  consequently  it  may  include  or  compress  a  small  branch 
of  the  sciatic  nerve ;  but,  as  he  could  not  render  the  cutaneous 
veins  of  the  leg  turgid  by  moderate  pressure,  its  exact  situauon 
was^ot  ascertained. 

I  have  now  communicated  all  Ac  information  which  I  have 
yet  been  able  to  collect  with  regard  to  this  singular  aifiBction, 
which,  from  the  number  of  cases  npw  on  record,  I  think  we  ar^ 
entitled  to  consider  as  a  distinct  species  of  tumor,  at  least  nntji 
its  real  nature  be  ascertained ;  and  [  should  be  disposed  to  retain 
the  nnme  which  I  have  ventured  to  give  it,  of  Painful  Subctdane^ 
ous  Tubertlc^  as  being  expressive  of  the  seat  of  tlie  disease,  and 
of  its  principal  symptom,  while  it  does  not  involve  any  theoreti- 
cal opinion  as  to  its  true  nature.  It  would  appear  frooi  the  cases 
published,  that  it  is  a  disease  to  which  both  sexes  are  liable,  hot 
that  it  occurs  much  more  frequently  in  females  than  in  males  $ — 
of  1 8  cases  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  14  were  met  with 
in  females^  two  in  males,  and  in  two  cases  the  sex  of  the  patient 
is  not  mentioned. 

The  disease  luckily  admits  of  a  safe  tod  simple  r<emedy,  vix. 
e?ctirpation  by  the  knife,  which  ought,  in  all  oases,  to  be  prefer- 
red to  the  application  of  caustic,  as  being  a  much  less  painfel 
operation,  and  procuring  a  much  more  speedy  core.  By  the 
account  of  both  I)r  Bisset  and  Mr  IVarson,  live  application  .^ 
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4!ausdc  to  the  tubercle  produces^  for  a  good  many  minutes,  th^ 
Inost  excruciating  torture ;  and,  in  Mr  Pearson's  case,  the  sor^ 
Was  not  completely  healed  till  seven  weeks  after  the  application 
cf  the  caustic. 
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A  Case  of  Purpura  Hamarrhagia.  By  ThomAs  JsFtRETS,  M.  Di 
6ne  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Dispeilsary  and  Fever-Hospkal^ 
Liverpool. 

I^AacH  17^  1812. — A  c&pt£lin  of  a  Swedish  merchantman^ 
aged  40,  of  a  robust  habit,  rather  of  ah  irritable  temper^ 
and  much  inui^ed  to  hardship,  applied  to  me  for  an  effusion  of 
apots  of  a  logwood  colour,  profusely  sprinkled  upon  his  arms, 
thighs,  and  soin^  on  his  bcldy,  difTering  in  size  from  that  of  a 
pin-h^id  to  a  pea ;  the  same  also  appeared  on  his  lips,  and  with« 
in  his  mouth,  one  of  which  was  as  largje  as  a  horse-bean,  elevat- 
ed and  spongy,  biit  free  from  paiq:  His  gums  occasionally  bleed; 
no  fever  j  his  appetite  and  spirits  are  good :  He  has  been  th^  ' 
subject  of  these  symptoms,  inpre  or  less,  for  several  weeks,  and 
b&s  used  different  local  remedies  by  the  advice  of  a  physician , 
ivho,  with  himself,  supposed  ttiem  connected  with  a  syphilitic 
taint ;  he  has  repeatedly  had  ebistaxis  to  a  great  cxtentj  and  it 
Jbas  annoyed  him  in  travelling  irom  Hull  to  thi^  town. 

The  case  at  frrst  appeared  so  trivial,  that  t  had  little  doubt  of 
.Its  yielding  to  nitric  acid,  as  1  had  often  experienced  ;  and  I  dn 
rected  two  drachms  to  be  taken  in  eisht  ounces  of  decoction  of 
.bark,  within  that  and  the  following  uay*  On  the  191h,  he  call- 
ed to  say  he  was  much  better,  'tne  same  evening,  however,  I 
was  requested  to  see  him.  when  I  found  him  complaining  of  head- 
achy drowsiness,  slight  chilliness,  anorexia,  and  restless  anxiety. 
Fulse  100,  and  full;  tongue  clean;  belly  bounds 

The  difficulty  of  getting  him  bled,  together  with  iny  own 
.doul^  of  its  propriety,  easily  reconciled  me  to  postpone  it  for 
ioe  night;,  and  I  was  content  to  order  five  grains  of  tne  sub- 
muriate  of  mercury,  and  five  of  antimonial  powder,  in  a  pill,  tc/ 
be  taken  immediately,  with  a  brisk  saline  cathartic,  as  early  as 
f  Ofisible  in  the  jnorning. 

£04 
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20th.— Fbyric  otJfy  bjlefated  t^hce ;  Md  kbcmt  fiH  bVJddk  ftft 
iDbtnlng,  he  waft  seitied  wfth  e^iacasds,  #hich  h^  cohtiiHied  #ith^ 
om  inteitmsskm  fbr  flte  MdIiIIb  ;  dtrtrmg  #llich  ht  tttiifdt  b^ 
lost  lew  than  two  pomidft  of  blood,  whkjb  has  retfd^i^  hiM 
weak,  pale,  and  sallow.  Pkibe  i^,  Abt  so  fiilt  He  #im  im- 
mediately bled  to  Sxvj.  which,  with  the  aid  of  refrigerants,  soon 
atopt  the  haemorrhage ;  and  I  now  kamt  he  had  been  much  in 
the  hi^il  of  venesection^  ebhsequently  had  d|9^ed  15  ffi&  Wp€i- 
thecary  a  few  days  preyioody,  who  had  bled  him  largely,  with 
idief. 

1^  Magnesias  sulphat.  Ji». 

Inlus.  rosae  f |viij.     M.  capiat.  oochL  ig.  magna  Stia 
quai^.  hora. 
In  the  erening,  he  was  better  $  no  epistaxis,  «nd  no  stooL 
^  Pulv.  antimOnial.  tr.  vi. 
PuIt.  folior.  digital,  gr.  L 

Hydrarg.  submuriat.  gr.  iij.    .  •     .  .       ^ 

Syrup,  q.  s.  ft.  ^ilvlm  horft  dettibitiift  stnA^hdk. 
21st^— *ChiIy  four  trifling  stooh;  some  retarn  df  tb'e  h^tedach^ 
sncceeded  by  epistaxis,  wnich  viil^ar  and  wate^  tsift^H^aDy  Ab- 

{)lied  soon  stopped.     Tobgue  loaded;  pulse  100,  not  fulL     ^Vkb 
ivid  spots  on  his  tbrghs  &r^  Vei'Jr  painful;  tho^  of  his  imoutfa 
and  arms  are  les^  evic^tit    The  brincc  whbr^  he  'M^  first  bted 
threatens  a  formidable  inflanitnatiob  6f  the  skttie  Kvtd  d:>)6u)v 
extendmg  severlil  inches.    The  blood  dt'awn  yeAetdtty  shbt^  ^ 
inflammatory  \mff  on  its  stiiface,  at*  Icfast  an  iiifch  ia!hd  ia  htdf  ih 
thic&ness,  firm,  and  yello^,  '&r  es:ceedin^  any  thing  1 1eter  ^h^ 
in  the  most  acute  case  of  pn^utnonta  ot  rneuitiati^m,  bbt  liiA  aft 
all  cupped  $  in  fact,  the  whoVe  sehitn  looks  like  a  cibl-mptied  coitt 
of  coagiilabW  l^mph :  the  ctasfiamentilrb  ap]pre&v^  in  a  tery  dis- 
solved state,  of  nearly  a  bla(:k  cobut*,  ati'd  tnxtch  less  in  rtelatitfe 
Quantity  than  Usual.     The  bleeding  reduced  his  puhse,  and  ^vi* 
ently  relieved  him,  btit  was  foUoiVed  by  the  most  alai'ttftig  syn^ 
cope  and  convulsions.     Pet^cbiaB  no  better ;  ecchynfidsis  and  vt- 
bices  appear  on  his  thighs,  and  the  infiaihmation  of  his  'Arm  e^ 
tehds. 

Iternm  mittatur  saingdis  e  bi'dchio  ftd  §Kiv. 
5,  Pulv.  antimbn.  gr.  iviij. 
Pulv.  fol.  digitkL  gr.  vi. 
'Confect.  rosfe  diuin.  ^.  s.  ft.  pil.  vi. 
Capiat,  i.  Ma.  quaq.  hOra,  e<:ochl.  iij.  tnngnis  Ynilfturfe  Sf^ 

quentis. 
T^  Liquor,  aramon.  acetat.  f^iy* 
Syrup,  althaeifi  fji. 
Aq^  month,  virid,  f  |iv.     M-r 
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€0d.-^ls  manifestly  beiter,  as  eviaoed  by  the  putH»  tHiii(g  90^ 
and  not  so  fiill ;  eccbymosia  paler  $  belly  opon^  alth^^h  tb# 
tongue  1$  attU  loaded  with  a  yeuowiah^white  for.  CoiU.  Ri^c. 
:  23d.-^His  n^icines.  neith^  nauseate  bpx  act  upoo  ()^  «lda  | 
some  vertigo,  and  epistaxisj  but  of  inoeaftiderable  e;c|ent  aed 
fluration  i  vibioes  on  the  thiarhs  very  piunfuJ,  and  pit  on  pressure, 
though  of  pakr  colour.  Iimammation  of  his  aroi  is  suppurating. 
Pulf^  SiO,  knd  fiilL  Craves  much  for  his  usual  diet  pf  salt*bee£ 
Admoveantur  binidines  sex»  femc^ri  dextr.  et  duas  sini^ 

Applicetur  etiam  cataplasma  coibu  brafC.hik)w 
Contin.  mistura  et  pilutee. 
jpi,  Infus.  sennae  f  |iijss. 
Tinct  sennae,  Tinct.  jala.p.  aa  f^ij* 
Potass,  tartarisat  f  ss.     M  •    jCapiat  mane  dikiculo  di- 
niidiam,  et  repi*  fUs  boris,  nisi  p^ius  plena  respour 
derit  alms. 
24  di. — P^n  and  swelHng  of  his  thif^s  gre^ttf  relieyed,  and 
pus  is  freely  discharged  from  the  orifice  of  bleedirig  in  his  arm  ^ 
eomplains  of  rigors,  and  no  effect  from  the  physic  ^  epistaxis  re- 
turned, and  in  an  hour  he  lost  s^tit  half  a  pint  of  blood  |  an 
erythema  coven  one  side  of  his  nose  |  pulses  90,  ratiier  full  ^ 
(ongue  nearly  natural. 

$,  Miagnes.  sulphat.  §i« 
Infiis  sennae  f ^vij, 
Puhr.  rad.  jalap.  3Uv 

Tinct.  sennsB  f  Ji.     M.  ft.  mistura  de  qua  symuitur 
cochl.  iij.  magnae  3tia  quaq.  hora  donee  soluta  fuerii 
alvus.     Iterum  fiat  V.  S.  aid  §xij. 
95th.T-^The  mixture  was  nearly  all  taken  before  it  operal;ed 
briskly  ;  no  rigors  or  epistaxis;  erythema  of  the  no^e  extend- 
ing; vibices  OH  the  thigh  swelled  and  painful;  pulse  80;  feels 
weak,  but  inclined  for  food,  and  broth  is  allowed.     The  blood 
drawn  yesterday  exhibits  precisely  the  same  appearance  as  bcr 
fore  described. 

Cont.  mistur.  Irq.  ammon.  acet.  et  piL  antim.  et  digit.  Capiat 
mistur.  purgan.  eras  mane,  donee  puigatur  aivus.     Im- 
ponimtur  cataplasmse  liquor,  plumbi  acetat.  madidae  fe- 
moribus,  et  brachio. 
26th. — Was  purged  briskly  this  morning,  and  a  fluctuation  is 
felt  in  both  tiiighs,  although  obscure  and  dei»p,  eacii  being  great- 
ly increased  i:i  size;  the  skin  is  stiU  very  livid,  anti  jiifla:.::i'.  to 
the  extent  of  several  inches;  infli\rned  iiose  no  be  tier;  lop.oue 
.loaded  and  dry;  some  thirst;  skin  cool;   pulse  bO,  ana  aiill 
throbbing. 

Protinus  Cat  V.  S.  ad  |xiv.    luise  afierwardi  7-,  and  tl!- 
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lowed,  as  usual,  by  syncope  and  convulsions ;  the  blood  appears 
as  before^    Contin.  pilul.  et  cataplasmoe. 

27  tb. — Erythema  of  the  nose  gone ;  tumor  of  the  right  thigh 
aoft  and  fluctuating,  that  of  the  left  slightly  so ;  tongue  clean ; 
no  thirst  i  some  appetite ;  belly  regular ;  pulse  S^  and  full. 

Contin.  mistur,  et  pilulae.     Rept.  mist.  purg.  eras  mane  ad 
Stiam  vicem.    Apply  simple  poultices  to  the  thighs. 
S8th. — ^Thighs  as  yesterday  i  pulse  90*    Fiat  V.  S.  ad  gxiv. 
pulse  afterwards  72.    Omittantur  mistura  et  pituls?. 
'^  Liq«or  ammon.  acet.  f|tij. 
Tinct.  opii  gutt.  gtt.  xl. . 
Liquor  antim.  tarL  f  Jiij. 

Aq«  mentby  virid.  f  |iyss.  M.  Capiat  cocbl.  iij,  magna 
4ta  qq.  bora. 
S9tb*— -Abscesses  suppurating  $  that  of  the  right  thigh  much 
increased  in  size  and  softness ;  that  of  the  left  less  so  in  propoi^ 
4i€«  i  pulse  100;  tongue  white;  belly  regular.     Coifti  medic. 

The  state  of  the  tongue  and  pulse,  bemg  supposed  to  be  coiit 
necied  with  the  formation  of  matter,  either  from  irritation  or  ab- 
sorption, or  both,  bleeding  was  deferred  at  this  visit* 
<  SOth* — Had  much  vertigo  and  delirium  in  the  night,  and  was 
found  out  of  bed  on  the  floor  this  morning,  although  be  had  onlj 
taken  one  dose  of  his  mixture;  pulse  90 ;  tongue  clean. 

Both  abscesses  were  opened  this  day,  ana  discharged  freely 
well  digested  pus,  accompanied  by  a  proftise  haemorrhage  to  the 
/extent  of  |viij.  $  stopped  only  by  syncope,  and  was  widi  difficul- 
ty afterwards  suppressed  by  compresses  made  wet  with  refrige- 
rants and  pressure  by  bandage ;  in  fact,  such  wag  the  tenuity  of 
the  bipody  and  tendency  to  haemorrhage,  that,  I  am  convinced, 
-the  slightest  puncture,  either  with  a  lancet  or  needle^  would 
have  been  followed  by  a  continued  stream  of  blood. 

Capiat  pulv.  alumin,  et  pulv.  g.  kino  aa  3i.  in  quovis  cras« 
'  so,  et  cochl.  iij.  magnis  misturss  sequent. 
^  Decoct,  cinchon.  f|v. 
Liquor,  ammon.  acetat.  f  ^iij.    M . 
Slst-^The  bqsmorrhage  did  not  return  ;  he  had  a  good  night 
»nd  is  better,  although  hi§  pulse  is  stUl  110;  tongue  leaded,  and 
belly  bound.    Omitt  mist,  et  pulveres.     Ci^piat  mistur.  purgan. 
f  |iss.  4tis  horis  donpc  alvus  exoneretur. 

April  1st — Mixture  operated  well;  complains  of  weakness; 
pulse  84,  rather  full;  tongue  loaded  and  rough;  soD^edeKriuifi; 
little  or  no  discharge  from  the  abspess  of  the  right  thigh,  and 
that  of  the  left  quite  healed  up,  but  remains  swelled  and  hard. 
|lcpet  mistur.  unchonas  et  Hquor  amm.  acet. 
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.  ja—SBgbt  «pistasu,  but  vhich  was  soqn  stopped  by  refrige- 
""sr  £'r«iaf^gt"«cept^at  of  his  again  r,^.inng 

^'ir^Kt^:  .erv  palnM.  swelled,  and  infl««.d  ^u«d 
theo;ific^.t*ichrfiUedV^adark-coloumi;angu.^^^^^^^ 
ing  agruiLoos  ichor,  pulse  .00;  much  ^h^«bb«i,|^ ;  headach  ex 
cited  S.d  increased  by  U.e  slightest  exertion  j  be  ly  ^t"  bound; 
Repu  misutf.  p-rjans  ut  aniea.     Apply  a  saturnine  poultice 

*°5t.Sa.emonngthepoaltice.  J^^-^^-f  ^ ^Sf^ 
nous  fetor,  and  the  orifice  was  ™«*  .2!**'  .llS^  SiSS 
bladder-like  fungus,  which  being  shghtVy  P",'^"^.«f '  °  r.  S 
«  bloody  ichor  for  *er«d  hours,  w«h  rekef  to  the  pam ,  pulse 

1 10,  smaUer  «nd  of  an  irritable  fed.  r^„t\nue  the  poul- 

Capiat  fmto.  dnchonae  loco  miitaraj.    Continue  Uie  pom 

ethl^tid discbarge  ve.y  profuse  but  «f ^ off«f  ^^^^t 

SaliXStlL^rtJorn;^^^^^ 

""•"Sr^St^^^cW  :f  mistura  salina  common.  ^  mane. 

,»h  ^foil^JK^nSurJr  away  with  the  ^jj- 
ti^*jLis  mSg,  and  hilthy  granulations  appear  sf,ro^«^g^ 
low; -ajipetite  b^terj  pulse  98 j  tongue  Kither  tool,  is  weaK 
fretful,  and  his  belly  is  still  costive,  •    u^^  ^  \aKte. 

Rei^t.  mistur.  purgan*-  C»Pi**  etiam  puH  cmchon. «  to^ 
Fronf  this  period^ntil  the  24ih  of  April  he  «>"«^"^^f  ^^ 
p«r,/by  taking  vegetable  tonics,  and  oc«asiona  cathart  cs,  wnen 
he  wa/ again  attS^ked  with  headach,  jialpitation  of  the  heart, 
and  internal  piles,  for  which  a  seton  was  inserted  m  the  bacR  ot 
his  neck,  digitalis  given  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  gentle  j^x- 
Btives,  without  any  apparent  good  effect,  until  the  29th.  ine 
pulse  was  now  110,  strong  and  full;  he  was  again  blca  to  gxiv. 
which  had  precisely  tlie  same  aj^pearance  as  has  been  staled  at 
the  height  of  his  disease  j— if  there  is  any  difference,  it  is  in  the 
coat  of  huffy  coagolated  lymph  being  thicker,  and  the  poagulum 
Jess  and  darker.  Countenance  still  sallov,  and  oftpn  mistaken 
for  jaundice  by  his  acquaintance;  is  nervous  and  weak,  but  walks 
out  daily.  I  directed  him  to  take  the  tinct.  muriat.  ferri,  and  his 
seton  was  kept  open  until  the  9th  of  May,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr  Thomas;  a;id,  although  I  am  jiot  satisfied  that  the  jatter 
was  of  any  material  advantage,  we  considered  hjm  convalescenf. 
Cuch  are  the  fapU  relative  to  this  ease,  which  to  me  were  both 


novel  and  interesting;  and  althonfj^  the  ftrtateent  and  t&ajM^ 
^ion  has  proved  successful,  I  am  aware  that  a  doubt  might  exiat^ 
whether  it  may  not  be  considered  as  a  ciuse  of  acovbuttts  petecbi- 
alis  rather  than  purpura. — Be  this,  however^  aa  it  may,  1  am  nol 
anxious  to  contend  fc^  nosological  distinctiony  so  much  aa  mere- 
}j  to  communicate  an  instance  of  the  propriety*  if  not  nccsseity, 
of  venesection,  in  a  disease  of  apparent  debikty,  serviogt  ai  the 
game  time,  to  add  a  solitary  example  to  the  able  remarks  of  Dir 
Parry  and  Dr  Bateman,  in  the  5th  and  6  th  Volume  of  this  Jour* 
nal,  where  the  former  observes,  *^  That  there  can  be  little  doubl 
ef  this  being  a  case  of  actlveha^morrbagy^^  aald  tbelatteiry  ^'  That 
it  certainly  tends  to  throw  a  doubt  upon  oar  theories,  relative  to 
such  petechial  effusions. " 

The  leading  points  in  this  case,  which  ^)peai«d  to  me  most 
worthy  of  notice,  were,  1st,  The  extreme  debility ;  2diy,  Tb^ 
evident  phlogistic  diathesis,  demanding,  and  r^leved  by,  vene- 
section; and,  Sdly,  The  appearance  of  the  blood  being  precisely 
the  same  at  a  period  when  comparative  heaidi  was.restoredy 
proving  that  a  deficiency  of  red  globules^  and  a  discharge  of 
gluten  still  existed,  upon  which,  we  are  told: by  Dr  Parry,  tha 
strength  greatly  depends;  consequently  we  are  to  infer^  that  ihtt 
predisposing  causes  of  haemorrhagy  «re  not  always  those  of  ple- 
thora, and  that  there  eertainiy  existed^  in  .this  instance^  a  gre^t 
^ant  of  energy  to  propel  tlie  fluids  to  the  surface,  evinced  by  his 
<hry  skin,  and  yellow  or  sallow  countenance^  which  }ad;cr  had  tln^ 
same  appearance  the  surface  of  the  blood  presented,  ioi*  at  least 
a  period  of  two  months  aflerwax^s,  so  that  an  ordinary  obsemcr 
would  suppose  he  laboured  under  Jaundice,  although  h  never 
could  trace  the  slightest  affection  of  the  Jiver;  and,  area  at  tlie 
date  of  this,  some  slight  remains  are  observable^  although  he  is^ 
in  every  other  respect,  in  perfect  health. 

Liverpool i  August  2Qth^  i&l2« 


'!■      '■ 


XII. 

iCases  of  a  peculiar  Disease  of  the  Testis^  with  Observations  thereon. 
By  Thomas  Little,  M.  D.  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  Surgeon  of  the  North  Mayo  Re* 
gimcnt  of  Militia. 

« 

A  LTHOUGH  the  communiiCatioQ  of  the  foBawing  cases  affords 
/^  nothing  of  originality,  it  will  be  found,  notwithstanding,  19 
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besoBlewbat'DOTeli  and  ooiifirming>,  as  icdoes,  the  experience  of 
otbeM,  {a  etf  cumatance  fixing,  in  my  humble  conception,  a  degrea 
cf  valtte  on  the  inlbmiation  it  oibrda) ,  it  cannot  fail  to  impress  tlia 
mind  of  the  pvacdtieoer  with  a  correct  idea  of  the  nature  an4 
treatmaDtadaptedlotheremoid'al  of  a  disease,  which  has,  I  believe^ 
in  too  ma&y  instances,  been  combated  by  not  only  a  severe  and 
Olid,  but  also  a  daogerous  operation.  I  must  not,  howev^,  be 
understood  as  looiisideriiig  the  operation  of  castration  ^o  esseu* 
tially  dangerous  to  life  as  to  deter  us  from  resorting  to  it,  m 
eases  where  inevkabte  necessity  exists,  but  having  seen  niore 
than  once  exeeeiKngly  distressing  oonsequences  attend  its  per« 
formmice,  I  should  feel  but  little  disposed  to  urge  it,  where,  as 
'»ill  apfpeai*,  a  lusich  tnore  simple  alternative  can  be  adopted.  ^ 

f  Mr  Lawrence  is  tkie  only  writer,  as  far  as  my  research  car« 
ries  me,  who  has  noticed  this  disesase,  and  that  it  is  unknown  to 
many,  and  those  surgeons  of  much  experience,  throughout  Ire« 
landi  is  equally  true,  as  oral- communications  have  fuOy  assured 
mew  As  to  tke  parailel  ca^es  on  record,  or,  as  Mr  Lawrence 
ca&  thein»  ^^  bearing  sligit  analu^y^  ^*  I  cannot  consider  them  at 
all  8tmilar»  if  we  except  those  of  :|:  8abatier  and  }|  Bertrandi  $  and 
ev«n  those  bear  so  very  little  similarity  as  to  form'  no  rule  whene- 
by  future  {uraetkioaers  may  be  guided.  Ifj  thenj  by  a  know- 
i^ge  of  the  result  of  the  cases,  as  related  by  Mr  Lawrence,  and 
of  chose  -which  I  shall  cow  have  to  adduce,  an  operation  of  so 
severe  a  nature  aa  oastitatiion  appears  to  me  to  be,  can  be  avoided^ 
much  advantage  fnust  accrae,  and  I  shall  ^eel,  that  in  eliciting  a 
jnecoQsideralbMin  of  the  subject,  I  have  not  been  idly  or  un- 
profitably  engaged*  The  hrst  of  the  following  cases  ocfcurred, 
as  ^iil  ^pear  by  tlie  narration,  •some  time  since ;  but,  as  I  did 
not  ibi«kk  a  aolilary  case  of  sufficient  importance  to  attract  atten* 
tion,  I  laid  by  the  reports  as  taken  at  iho  time,  till  farther  ex« 
perience  mijg^t  add  weight  to  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from 
their  insults. 


.  ^*  I  recollect  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Femy^  now  a  pri- 
Tate  in  the  25xh  foct,*  on  whom  the  operation  was  performed  by  the 
late  Mr  M*Evoy  of  Duhlip^  (in  presence  of  Dr  llartigan,  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  ip  the  University),  in  bis  u^ual  cor* 
rcct  and  skilful  manner  ;  notwiihstanding  the  pauent  with  di&cultf 
recovered  from  the  perilous  situation,  to  which,  by  incessant  and 
profuse  haemorrhage,  he  was  reduced.  The  spermatic  artery  was 
correctly  included  in  the  ligature,  and  die  iueniorrhage  proceeded 
from  the  general  wounded  surface. 
•     +  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  No.  15,  p-  251- 

J   Memoires  del* Academic,  torn.  v. 

^  Memoirep  de  rAca<^emie,  torn.  iiL 
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'  Ca6£  L— John  Collins,  a  respectable  &rmer  living  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Newcastle,  county  of  Limerick,  8et.28,  of  strong 
jrobust  make,  and,  previous  to  the  occurrence  cS  this  diflease,  <» 
general  good  health,  in  the  month  of  August  1809,  consulted  me 
pn  the  subject  of  an  ulceration  of  the  right  testide,  under  which 
he  had  laboured  for  the  last  fourteen  months,  arising,  as  he 
stated,  from  an  hurt  he  received,  by  having  the  testicle  bruised 
by  a  fal^on  the  pommel  of  a  saddle,  in  a  phmge  of  his  horse. 
After  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  the  testicle  inflamed  vio- 
lenthr  i  but  the  iDflammation,  after  a  short  time,  was  discussed 
by  the  constant  use  of  cold  saturnine  applications  and  a  rigid 
antiphlogistic  treatment. 

He  was  not  long,  however,  permitted  to  enjoy  the  hope  of 
being  perfiectly  freed  firom  the  consequences  of  the  injury  he 
had  received ;  for  a  recurrence  of  pain  deep-seated  in  the  testis, 
and  so  excessive  as  to  produce  nausea,  and  even  syncope  itself 
warned  him  of  the  approaching  evil.  The  body  of  the  testis 
now  became  enlarged  and  hardened  $  inflammation  had  hsen  to 
aerious  height,  and  matter  forming  between  the  tegument  and 
testis,  spontaneously  discharged  itself  exactly  at  that  point  where 
vie  apply  the  trocar  in  the  q^eration  for  hydrocele,  afibrding 
considerable,  nay,  entire  reliel^  from  pain  and  symptomatic  fever. 
In  the  course  of  the  ninth  or  tenth  clay  from  the  bursting  of  this 
abscess,  at  which  time  the  opening  appeared  florid,  and  disposed 
%o  heal,  (the  testis  still  remaining  irregalarly  hardened  and  en- 
larged), a  fungous  growth  issura  fort]b«  The  apothecary  who 
attended  having  in  view  the  destruction  of  it  by  caustic  af^ca- 
tioDs,  rubbed  it  repeatedly  with  ihe  sulphas  cupri,  dressing  it 
with  the  unguentum  acetiiis  cupri,  and  occasionally  with  thenn- 
guentum  hydrarg.  nitrat.  making  use  of  cc^  saturnine  appli- 
i:ations  constantly  to  the  body  of  the  testis  itself;  but  in  vain 
4id  he  attempt  to  repress  this  growth,  which,  unlike  the  fimgus 
ai'isinff  from  other  luxuriant  ulcerations,  was  hard  and  incom- 
pressible, affording,  when  attempted  to  be  pressed  between  the 
iinger  and  thumb,  the  same  sensation  as  that  arising  from  com- 
f>ression  of  the  testis.  From  this  time  to  that  in  which  he  oon- 
aulted  me,  it  apparently  continued  to  increase  in  size,  until  it  be- 
came so  large  as  a  large  apple,  or  until  its  dJMneter  might  have 
been  about  three  inches  and  an  half;  the  shape  somewhat  py- 
riform ;  the  base  placed  next  to  the  testicle,  with  a  small  neck, 
the  diameter  of  which  might  be  an  inch  and  half,  but,  to  inspeet 
which,  it  required  to  push  aside  the  base  of  the  tumor,  else,  at  a 
superficial  view,  it  would  seem  to  have  a  broad  att^^ment  to 
the  testicle:  the  ulcerated  sur&oe  was  of  course,  considerable, 
f  nd  the  discbarge  large  in  <iuaatity9  but  niore  visfiid  and  muQpus 
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than  is  nsoaL  Although  I  underslood  from  the  patient  himself 
that  die  growth  conld  by  no  means  be  repressed  bjr  caustic  ap^ 
plications,  as  be  considericd  a  fiur  trial  bad  already  been  givett 
them,  yet,  as  the  method  adopted  appearc-d  to  me  &r  frnm  tlie 
most  active,  I  did  conceive  that  a  more  cfiectnal  use  might  be 
made  of  the  same  means,  and  urged,  in  consequence,  a  renewal 
of  their  use. 

'  I  began  with  the  nitras  hydr.  ruber,  which  f  sprinkled  over 
the  whole  surface  of  the  tumor  every  morning,  during  six  or  se- 
ven successive  days,  covering  it  wiui  dry  lint,  with  an  external 
dressing  of  the  white  cerate.  Finding*  however,  that  althou^ 
a  daily  eschar  was  separated  from  the  fungus,  there  was  still  no 
ground  gained  as  to  the  ultimate  removal  of  the  tumor,  while 
much  pain  and  irritation  were  produced,  I  determined  on  resorts* 
Ing  to  the  nitras  argenti,  ^s  likely,  by  its  more  powerful  escharo* 
tic  action,  to  remove  a  greater  quantity,  and,  by  more  rapidly 
subduing  diseased  action,  to  produce  less  nervous  irritaticm  and 
pain.  In  the  hope  of  its  greater  efficacy,  I  was,  however,  de- 
ceived, and,  after  some  time,  I  felt  inclined  to  fly  to  the  aid  of 
cfperatire  sui^ery,  which,  through  so  often  a  source  of  infinite 
benefit  j  should,  in  every  case,  be  considered  a  dernier  ressort,  oiv- 
ly  to  be  empioyed  in  coses  of  the  most  imperative  necessitv.  At 
this  moment  the  Fifteenth  Number  of  the  Edinbuf^  N^edical 
and  Surgical  Journal  fell  into  my  hands,  in  which  I  found  the 
communication  of  Mr  Lawrence,  the  statement  of  whose  cases  is 
given  with  such  a  degree  of  perspicuityv  and  whose  praclicet 
guided  by  a  iust  and  rational  view  of  the  na|uf e  of  the  disease* 
was  attended  with  such  decidedly  advantageous  results,  as  can* 
not  fail  to  impress  the  reader  with  a  sense  of  his  accurate  obser* 
nation,  alid  induce  the  practitioner  to  follow  his  guidance. 

'  My  conclusions  previous  to  the  reading  of  Mr  J^awraice's  va« 
Ittable  cases,  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  dise^wo,  ^*  as  to  its 
consisting  in  original  inflammation  of  the  body  of  the  testis,  and 
a  consequent  ulceration  of  the  external  tegument,  when,  the 
proper  coat  of  the  testis  becoming-  ruptured,  the  body  of  tlie 
gland  protruded,  and  being  then  exposed,  gave  rise  to  the  haitl 
iimgous  enla)*^emont  of  the  prdapsed  part,  *'  were  exactly  similar 
to  hia;  and,  although  in  the  use  of  escharotics,  it  appears  that 
my  success  was  not  equal  to  that  stated  in  his  cases,  still  I  was 
revolving  in  my  mind  the  propriety  of  the  adoption  of  excision  of 
the  protruding  part,  its  removal  by  ligature,  or  the  cntii'e  removal 
0f  the  testis  by  castration,  as  a  more  decisively  cllcctual  romcily, 
'The  pendillous  state  of  the  tumor,  its  narrow  neck,  and  great 
vasculacitjjr,  would  seem  to  render  the  removal  by  ligature  the 
ni05t  preferable  $  but^  as  I  kneir  of  np  prcccdcut  to  sancuun  thf 
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appKcaiion  of  n  lifufature  to  a  part  of  tie  gland  Itself^  and  iearin^ 
ihat  long-continued  considerable  pain  might  attend  its  use  in  the 
fii*Bt  iuhtance,  and  ihat^  in  all  pruW)Uil:y,  the  same  disposition  to 
fungous  giowHh.  might  reproduce  the  diaease^  after  the  veipoval 
of  a  part  of  the  gland,  tlius  rendering  a  severe  nerpedjr  at  last 
but  nugatory,  I  hesitated  as  to  the  iipe  I  should  adopt. — Mr 
Lawrence's  cases,  however,  set  my  doubts  at  rest,  and  on  the 
*  \6tk  Sepi, — ropplied  a  strong  waxed  silk  ligature  round  the 
neck  of  the  tumori  drawing  it  as  tight  as  I  conveniently  could, 
without  absolutely  cutting  through  the  suhstanee  of  it.  The 
aurface,  before  .florid,  began  now  to  look  livid,  and  fuB  of  blood, 
which  ooxod  from  it  at  different  points.  I  applied  a  superficial 
dressing  over  all,  had  him  put  to  bed,  and  an  opiate  administer^ 
cd,  as  be  complained  of  violent  pain  shooting  up  aioi^  the  line 
of  the  spermatic  nerves  to  the  kidneys* 

The  pain  during  the  night  was  considerable,  and,  on  CKamin<* 
ing  the  tumor  on  the  following  morning,  it  looked  evidently  as 
if  the  circulaticm  had  been  so  far  arrested  as  to  hasted  fast  itf 
progress  to  decay. 

19/A.-^Tbe  ligature  ieeling  somewhat  loose^  I  removed  it, 
applying  another,  which  I  drew  as  tight  as  possible,  fuid  found 
that  it  reduced  the  diameter  of  the  neck  of  the  tumor  to  less  than 
one  inch.     On  the' 

22</, — Finding  this  second  ligature  loose,  I  weiglied  the  pro* 
priety  of  finishing  the  removal  by  the  knife,  which  was  efiected 
with  very  slight  haemorrhage  indeed ;  and  now,  by  the  use  of 
adhesive  straps,  and  the  use  of  the  sulphat  of  copper  (whicl| 
appears  to  possess  a  specific  powor  in  cicatrization),  the  sore  was 
finally  healed  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  leaving  a  depressed 
cicatrix,  the  size  of  a  small  siker  fourpennyxpieee,  the  remainder 
of  the  testis  being  irregularly  indurated,  and  of  that  kind  of 
shape  as  if  a  portion  had  been  removed,  the  spermatic  cord  re* 
inaining  apparently  perfectly  unaiFected.  From  the  first  appli* 
cation  of  the  ligature,  the  local  soreness  and  pain  were  infinitely 
less  than  before,  (although  from  the  first  bursting  of  the  abscess 
it  was  rather  dull  and  unpleasant  than  acute),  the  only  inconver 
nience  appearing  to  arise  from  the  adoption  of  it  as  a  remedy, 
.  -was  a  shooting  pain  up  to  die  kidneys,  frequently  indeed  BCverCf 
but  generally  palliated  (if  not  allayed)  by  the  opiates  he  was  or^^ 
dered  each  ni^^hi  durinnr  the  cure.    ' 

Case  II. — John  Martin,  drummer,  89th  regiment  of  foot,  setat. 

23,  a  small  man,  but,  previous  to  the  occurrence  of  disease,  as 
stated  in  the  sequel,  of  a  strong  healthy  constitution.  When  in 
Cjuernse},  about  two  years  seven  months  since,  had  been  a£fect- 
.etjl  with  primary  symptoms  of  lues  venerea  (chancre)i  which,  un* 
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A  wvfiift;,  wybk&^  Ant!  is -wof  fikdtmtr^  ir  h«.  hiU\  fts  ^4iY^ 
In  the  isDUiSD^naff  Hei^titBBD  mmttiff  ji&2T«itziiKiS,  he  k*t<  4i  t(ft)<^ 

sflotte  atXB^  iamd  m  tkA»  unicte-  ihr  jsir>fir  mcifi^in^s*  %ilik^ 
bdfe^nee  %D  iisna?  'ham  mxaxmrv^  i  htnt^iL.     i%t  ^w«s  'pt^^  % 

tSI  Mribfli  4tliJlut  «B«aD  mnmis^  %hic&,  ^itmi  .'ii»-  rtz^^m  i^gc^u*(r-  'H^ 

tidoMen  mt  iMmmsfli.    Ms*  tuas^  ac  3ii»  tcmft  or  *;^  ^^^^^  (df '  ^G^ 
tsetiut^  and  vrnfisr  di«  400^  tsf  s  ndmu^*  ofti^Sri^l  ^4ki^»  o^f^t^K 

fft^pMBdlp  «xitiK>Hd  mh,  £»dl  fvrfeanate^     T^  canst  ^:(^^%idU:'(9^r 
todta  was  pngdikani  ibr  ^>t  jwai^tfsre*  aBjw-in-jstfc  ^fefcS  fiW  j\«»r«4 
Bitead;  a  canaK  lywiLMJilt^  of  ib^jcidhr  s«n:aQi  <i!i3><i^$  ftvucA  ihr 
tipaaa^  jb4,  in  daecocw  of  dipi:«i^  ^ij>vaibr«'9ibeH:^^*«rv^ii<o^ 
at  vUtnh  «B]»meew  aboot  die  ssn  dT  a  prk  $2»'at  t^ut  i^"  :!fc^  ^ 
lldnig^  witminmkd  laowevtr  wiA  pjoo,  mi»:rSc  seejnei  K>  ^^v^ 
Bkogeiher  dopparad  since  the  cJiscbai^  tif  nhe  owaSeots^  vi^  tfte 
lOiG^iEi^  nd  fanriii^  to  die  patient's  ideas,  tiiiearfmraiKt^^^iTth^ 
UstiSy  ID  alncfa  opinion  hk  attodjuit  coincided  $  and  ih;^  Iwr^ 
were  faalii  correct  In  dieir  oondasion  I  have  ewrr  n>*:««  n>  \K> 
eiare.    Tlic  prolroding  tmnor  ^ipeared,  fcr  the  course  t>t'  lir* 
months,  duniig  whieh  the  paucnt  re«aineti  in  Gk>v^^t<>r,  to  he 
on  die  fncfcase  gradually,  which  indeed  the  iijertnrss  i^  the 
practice  adi^ited  seemed  *to  contribute  txs  •*  •'^^^  '^'^'y  i^xtt  wd 
ttpfl&asioa  made  use  of  was  die  uDguentum  hydr.  K^ru  a$  a  i^re$:s« 
Sngl  andy  internally,  an  irr^ular  and  occastonal  u$e  t>f  a^rreii<» 
4^ial  piib.    A  sick  fiirloii^,  permitting  him  to  ireturn  to  hi» 
tfriaids  in  Ireland,  under  the  impressioti,  1  swpjHX<«s  tlial  the 
nalady  had  gained  an  incaraUe  hei^rht,  was  proeunx)  $  aiu)  a| 
the 
ing 

-tftaff  surgecfhi  of  the  district,  then  on  a  tour  of  inspiectit 
willing  to  see  this  creatare  fall  a  victim  to  the  treatment  he  hdit) 
experienced,  Dr  Poole  ordered  him  into  the  ^enenU  hospiial  it| 
Waterford,  under  his  own  immediate  inspection,  whei^i  as  iho 
tesult  proved,  the  natural  fruit  of  well-directai  professional  »kiU 
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so  abnndantly  to  be  reaped.  On  his  sdnritsiaD  totbe  g«ie* 
lai  hospital  of  Waterf(>rd>y  his  constitiilion  appeared  to. have 
•ufi^ed  much.  The  fungous  growth  from  the  testis,  to  which 
it  was  broadly  connected,  and  of  which  it  seemed  to  form  a  part, 
bad  reached  the  size  of  a  clendied  fist,  with  a  flattened  mush- 
loom  heady  florid,  and  discharging  an  healthy  matter,  but  more 
moonus  and  Tiscid  than  common  pns ;  and  although  it  was  not 
of  the  same  pendulous  shape  as  in  the  former  case,  stiU  Dr 
Poole  meditated  on  the  practicability  of  removing  it  by  ligature^ 
«4iich  would  have  been  attended  with  facility;  but  here  his 
feelings  were  exactly  similar  to  mkie,  when^  ctmsidering  the 
piopnety  of  similar  treatment  in  the  former  case,  he  dreaded  the 
constitutional  afiection  he  might  (mxlooe.  *  llie  firm  uoyield^ 
ing  Dexmre  of  the  tunica  altluginea  testis  was  well  known  to 
liim ;  and  as  arterial  ligatures  are  so  long  retained,  where  nerves 
mro  included,  the  analogical  inference  was  by  no  means- uitfair^ 
that  in  this  case  a  ligature  mnst  be  long  retained.  He  therefore 
trusted  to  the  use  of  esoharotics, .  in  the  use  of  which,  for  the 
course  of  a  fortnight  after  admission,  he  studiouf^ly  persisted  \ 
and  as  it  appeared  to  him  that  a  venereal  taint,  although  not  at 
the  moment  apparent,  might  still  be  lurking  in  a  constitution  so 
sU  secured  against  its  recurrence,  he  prescribed  a  gentle  course  of 
jnercury,  directing  the  massa  pU.  hyd.  to  be  used  in  such  quan* 
tities  as  to  affect  the  mouth  slightly,  desisting  from  its  use  when 
its  ef&cts  were  too  severely  feh,  and  recurring  to  it  so  as  to  k^ep 
np  a  constant  gentle  mercurial  action  for  some  time. 

The  eseharotics  here  employed  were  the  nitrate  of  silver,  the 
red  precipitate,  and  the  sulphate  of  copper,  but  none  seeme4  ^ 
exert  any  ii)fiuencc  in  diminishing  the  growth,  although  a  slpygh 
each  day  was  cast  from  the  whole  surface,  until  the  constitu^ior 
became  afl*ected  by  the  mercury.  The  fungous  growth  now 
daily  and  rapidly  diminislied,  until  at  last  it  seemed  to  shrink 
vithin  the  surrounding  surface  oF  the  teguments ;  and  at  this 
time  there  remains  a  depression  about  the  sise  of  a  fivepenny 
piece ;  the  surface  stiil  ulcerated,  but  healing  rapidly  i  the  testis 
IS  diminished  in  size  by  one  half,  and  is. of  that  semi-rotund 
riinpe  &s  if  it  wanted  its  anterior  half;  the  teguments  adhering 
closely,  the  spermatic  cord  perfectly  natural,  and  his ,  constitit- 
tional  health  better  than  since  Uie  first  attack  of  the  venereal 
disease,  now  two  years  and  seven  months  ago.  ^ 

Tlmt  this  disease  had  some  connexion  with  the  original  vene« 
real  nil'ection,  many  will  be  disposed  to  doubt,  and  the  influ^ce 
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iof  n^erniiyi  under  which  thcdiseai^fio  speedily  subsided,  tritt 
not  by  them  be  considered  proof  sufficient  to  controvert  their 
supposition  9  while  the.  general  utility  attendinff  an  alterative 
course  in  common  ulcerations^  sore  legs,  &c  wUl  seem  to  abet 
their  conclusion.  However,  that  there  was  some  relic  of  sy^ 
philitic  virus  I  am  inclined  to  think  ^  and  that  the  mercnrid 
course  was  not  hastily  or  inconsiderate^  resorted  to,  the  result 
proves ;  and  as  a  further^  ^ough  a  negative  proof,  the  origin  of 
this  disease  was  not,  as  in  the  greater  number  of  Mr  Lawrence's 
casesj  founded  in  external  accident  or  injuir,  and  could  be 
traced  to  nought  but  a  depraved  or  tainted  habit. 

For  the  latter  of  those  cases  I  am  indebted  to  Hr  Fcxile'skhxi^ 
ness,  whoy  with  that  readiness  which  characterizes  the  lover  of 
iscience  and  c^  man,  afforded  me  every  information  requiredt 
and  whose  views  of  the  case  being  in  exact  unison  with  thosef 
which  had  more  than  three  years  since  been  mine,  stamp  that 
truth  and  validity  on  the  conclusions  which  long  experience  anil 
attentive  observation  must  ever  contribute  to  establish. 

Waterfard^  February  8/A,  1 8 1 2. 


MEDICAL  EXTRACTS.     Na  IX 

y%e  Croonian  Lecture^  on  some  Physidogieal  Researches  respect^ 
ing  the  Influence  of  the  Brain  on  the  Action  of  the  Heart  ^  and. 
on  the  Generation  of  Animal  Heat.  By  B.  C.  Brodie,  Esq^ 
*F.  R.  S. 

Esperiments  and  Observations  on  the  different  Modes  i^  "(^hKh 
Death  is  produced  bt/  certain  VegetabU  Poisons.     By  ^* 
Brooijs,  Esq.  F.  R.  &     Communicated  by  the  Society  J'^^  ^^^ 
mating  the  Kn&wiedge  of  Animal  Chemistry, 

Further  Experiments  and  Observations  on  the  Action  of  poi^^^ 

the  Animal  System.     By  B.  C.  Brodie,  Esq.  F.  R*  ^'   -    ^y^^ 

municated  to  the  Society  Jor  the  Improvement  of  Ai^i^^ 

misttry^  and  by  them  to  the  Royal  Sadety. 

ilder 


MR  Baonifi^s  papers  are  of  that  nature  which  w«   ^t^r 
well  calculated  to  iurnisb  a  series  of  interest! t^fi  ^ 


'We  wigl),  At  presem,  merriy  to  put  oar  retden  fn  poMettioiiof 
the  facts  and  opinions  eontained  in  them.  Heresfter  they  itury 
become  tlie  feufoject  of  crkicU  diBCUsston. 

*«  In  making  etperimcms  on  aainMls,  10  ateertain  how  far  Ae  in* 
Ikience  of  the  braki  h  necenary^  to  Che  action  of  the  heart,  I  ftmnd 
ttat,  when  an  animal  was-  (rfched  hif  dividing  the  spinai  marrow  ia 
the  npper  part  of  the  neck,  vetpiration  waa  imme<fiately  destroyed  % 
liut  the  heart  still  continued  tQ  coatracti  circalating  dark-eoloured 
Mood,  and  that,  in  some  instances,  from  ten  to  fifteen  minntes  e^ 
iapsed  before  its  action  had  entirely  ceased.  I  further  focrnd^  tha| 
when  the  head  was  removed,  the  divided  blood-vessels  being  secnr- 
cd  bf  a  iigatnre^  the  circulation  stiQ  continued,  apparent^  unaft 
iected  by  .the  entire  separation  of  the  brain.  These  experiments  con- 
firmed Uie  observations  of  Mr  Cruickshank  ♦  and  M.  Bichdt,  f  that 
\he  brain  is  not  directly  necessary  to  the  actibn  of  the  heart ;  and 
that,  when  the  functions  of  the  brain  are  destroyed,  the  circula:dcn 
ceases  Only  iti  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  respiration.  This 
led  me  to  conclude,  that,  if  iest>iiAtion  was  |>roduced  artificially,  thi 
heart  would  conmme  to  eontmct  for  a  «tM  longer  period  of  tim€!^ 
after  the  removal  of  the  brain..  The  truth  of  tfaia  coaduskm  |7as 
ascertained  by  the  following  experiment 

•'  Experiment  1 . — I  divided  the  spinal  marrow  of  a  rabbit  In  the 
Ypace  between  the  Occipiit  and  adas ;  and  having  made  an  ope^n^ 
into  the  trachea*  fitted  into  it  a  tube  of  eldstic  gum,  to  which  was 
connected  a  small  ^ir  of  bellows,  so  constructed  that  the  lungs 
might  be  in^tedi  «ind  then  idlowed  te^mfty  thettselvw*  By  re- 
peating diis  process  once  in  five  seconds,  the  lungs  being  each  time 
fidly  infiated  with  fresh  atmospheric  air,  an  artificial  respiratian  wm 
kept  up.  I  then  secured  the  blood-vessels  in  the  neck»  and  removed 
the  head  bf  cutting  through  the  soft  parts  above  the  ligature,  and 
aeparating  the  oecipat  from  Ae  ^laa.  The  fatait  contiaaed  to  non- 
tract,  apparently  with  as  much  strength  and  frequency  as  in  n  living 
animal.  I  examined  the  blood  in  the  different  sets  of  vessels,  and 
found  it  d<irk<olottred  ia  the  vene  cav^ae  and  pnlnsonary  9xnaj^  and 
of  the  usual  Horid  red  colour  in  the  pulmonary  veins  and  aorta.  A^t 
the  end  of  twenty-five  minutes  from  the  time  of  the  spinal  marrow 
l>eing  divided,  the  adtion  df 'tiare  hean  became  feint^r,  '>aBd  ihe^spe* 
riment  was  put  an  end  to*  .     ^     ^ 

«»  With  a  view  to  promote  the  inquiry  Instituted  by  the  Society  for 
fremoting  the  knowledtge  of  Aomiftl  ohamistry  r«spectu)g  the  iafiueo^ 
of  the  nerves  on  the  secretions,  %  I  endeavoured  to  ascertain  wheiher 
they  continued  after  the  influence  of  the  hrain  was  removed.  In  the 
con^mencement  of  the  experiment,  I  emptied  the  bladder  of  its  con- 
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\etkts  by  |>ressiiie ;  at  the  eod  of  the  ezjpenment  the  bladder  coniLi 
nued  emptj. 

"  This  experifnent  led  me  to  cooclade,  that  ihe  action  of  die  heart 
Snight  be  made  to  condntie  after  the  brain  was  removed,  by  means 
<^  artificial  retpiiation ;  bot  diatt  under  these  circom^nces,  the  se-i 
cretion  of  urine  did  not  take  place; " 

The  same  results  were  obtained  on  repeating  the  experiment 
OD  a  midclle-aged  dog,  and  on  another  rabbit. 

**  in  the  two  last  experiments  the  animals  cooled  Terf  rapidlf  ,  not- 
withstanding the  blood  appeared  to  onderso  the  osnal  changes  in 
the  Inngs  ;  and  I  was  therefore  induced  to  £)tibt  whether  the  above- 
mentioned  opinion  respetting  the  source  of  animal  heat  is  correct. 
No  positive  conduaons,  however,  coiild  be  deduced  from  these  expe- 
riments. If  animal  beat  depends  on  the  changes  produced  on  the 
blood  bj  the  air  in  respiration*,  its  bang  kept  up  to  the  natural 
standard,  or  otherwise,  must  depend  on  the  qtfantitf  of  air  inspired* 
and  on  the  quantity  of  blood  passing  dirougfa  the  lungs  in  a  given 
space  of  time ;  in  other  words,  it  must  be  in  proportion  to  the  fuhiess 
and  frequenc J  of  the  pulse,  and  the  fulneis  and  freqnencf  of  the 
Inspirations.  It  dieiefoie  became  necessary  to  pay  particular  atten- 
Tion  ttf  these  circumstances. ' 

In  experiments  4,  5,  and  6,  the  heat  of  the  animal  sunk  rapid- 
ly, notwithstanding  the  continoanee  of  the  re^iration ;  and,  by 
Comparison,  it  appeared,  that  not  only  no  heat  was  generated  in 
jabbits,  in  wliidi  the  ctrcnlatioa  was  maintained  by  artificial 
respiration,  but  that  they  eooled  even  more  n^idly  than  dead 
raU^its.  The  seventh  ei^rinient,  from  which  we  extract  some 
of  the  detaflsy  proves  the  same  tbin^* 

^  I  procured  two  large  faU  grown  raUiits  of  the  same  colour,  ao4 
ao  neariy  equal  in  sizc^  that  no  diftience  could  be  defapcttfd  by  tba 
eye. 

**  The  temperatoie  of  the  room  was  57^,  and  die  heat  tn  the  rte* 
cum  of  each  labbit,  picfious  to  the  experiment,  was  100|« 

^*  I  dtrided  the  spmal  marroit  in  one  of  them,  produced  artificial 
respiration,  and  removed  the  head  after  having  §eetif€d  the  vesfcis 
in  the  neck.  The  ar&fidal  respirafioos  were  made  about  ^5  time# 
in  a  minute. 

<«  Paring  the  first  hoar  the  heart  contracted  144  times  in  a  mi* 
nvte. 

^  At  the  endof  an  lionr  and  a  quarter,  the  ptdse  had  fatten  to  13Q 
In  a  minute,  and  It  fwiioiifd  die  same  at  ihe  end  of  an  hour  and  a 
baUL  At  die  end  of  an  bosr  and  fiixty  nwnntrs,  the  pulse  hadfalleii 
to  90  in  a  nunuse;^  and  the  artificial  rcspiraooa  was  not  conUami 
-after  this  period. 

«•  The  iempei4aiie  of  die  mom  being  the  aamc»  tha  second  rabbit 
was  killed  by  dividing  the  spinal  marpunr,  and  the  tcmperaturt  was 
examined  at  conc^MMuicDg  periods. 
.  .  jfu  yiii. .  ffo^  ^2.  f  f 
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Oct. 


«  The  teXioyting  Table  #fll  dww  die  conpanthe  tenpenikan  ef 
Ae  two  animals  at  corresponding  periods* 


■ 


Ttn*. 


Rabbit  with  artiilcHd  ntpuwadon. 


Therm,  in  the 
lUctuBk. 


^efore  the  1 
ExperimcDt ) 

SO  mills 

45  — 

60  — 
'    75- 

90- 
100  —  I 


100^ 

97 

95^ 

94 

92 

91 

90i 


Th«rBkii|4i# 
Ptricasdiunk 


Dead  Rabbit 


TWfm.iiilba 
Ractiun. 


Thctm.  in  lii^. 


87£ 


lOOi 

99 

98 

9Si 

95 

9* 

93 


901 


J 


**  In  this  experiment)  the  thorax,  eren  in  the  dead  animal,,  cooled 
more  rapidly  than  the  abdomen.  Tbu  is  to  be  explained  by  the 
difference  in  the  bulk  of  these  two  parts*  The  rabbit,  in  which  the 
circulation  was  maintained  by  artificial  respiration,  cooled  aspre  rai* 
pidly  than  the  dead  rabbit ;  but  the  difference  was  more  perceptible 
m  the  thorax  than  in  the  rectum.  This  is  what  might  be  expected^ 
if  ybe  production  of  animal  heat  does  not  depend  on  respiration,  since 
the  cold  air,  by  which  the  lungs  were  inflated,  must  necessarily  have 
abstracted  a  certain  quantity  of  heat,  particularly  as  its  influenco 
was.  communicated  to  all  parts  of  the  body,  in  consequence  of  the 
continuance  of  respiration. 

**  It  was  suggested  that  some  aninttal  heat  might  have  been  generat* 
ed,  though  so  small  in  quantity  as  not  to  counterbalance  the  cooling 
powers  of  the  air  thrown  into  the  lungs'.  It  is  difficult  or  impossible 
to  ascertain,  with  perfect  accuracy,  what  effect  cold  air  thrown  into 
the  lungs  would  have  on  the  temperature  of  an  animal  under  tho 
circumstances  of  the  last  experiment,  independently  of  any  chemical 
action  on  the  blood ;  since,  if  no  chemical  changes  were  produced, 
the  circulation  could  not  be  maintained,  and  if  thccirculaUon  ceaseil, 
the  cooling  properties  of  the  air  must  be  more  c^onfined  to  the  thorax, 
and  not  communicated  in  an  equal  degree  to  the  more  distant  parts. 
The  following  experiment,  however,  was  instituted,  aa  likely  tor  afford 
a  nearer  approximation  to  the  truth,  than  any  other  that  could  be 
devised. 

**E(tperhn^t  S.-^T  ptocnred  two  rabbits  of  thesame  s]%e  amd  colour; 
the  temperature  of  the  room  was  64^.  I  Idjled  one  of  them  by  dl* 
viding  the  spinal  marrow,  and  immediately,  hating  mode  an  op^nin^ 
into  the  lefl  side  of  tlie  thorax,  I  tied  a  ligature  rmmd  the  base  of 
the  heart,  so  as  to  stop  the  circulation.  The  wound  m  the  skin  was 
ekMied  by  a  suture.  An  opening  was  then  made  mto  the  trachea; 
and  the  apparatus  for  artificial  respiration  being  fitted  into  it,  the 
lunjg^  wert  inflatedi  and  then  allowed  to  collapse  as  In  the  formiv 
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MTBDeat,  ab^ut  56  tineB  in  *  ininiiUu  This  was  ecftitmaed  for  air 
hour  and  a  half,  and  the  temperature  was  examined  at  dtiSerant 
periods^  Hie  temperature  of  the  room  bebg  the  same^  I  killed  thet 
second  rabbit  in  the  same  manner,  and  measured  the  temperature 
at  corresponding  periods.  The  eompfltratiye  temperature  of  the  two 
dead  animal^  under  these  eircnmstances,  will  be  seen  in  tte  foHow<« 
mg  table. 


Dead  Rabbit  whose  lungs  were 

Dead  Rabbit  whose  lungs  Were 

Itmii. 

inflated. 

1 

not  inflated. 

Therm,  in  the 

Therm,  in  the 

Therm,  in  the  Therm,  lathe 

Rectum. 

Thorax. 

Rectum. 

ThMas. 

Before  the  Ex 

periment 

100 

100 

SOmin, 

97 

9S 

' 

45  — 

95^ 

96 

60  — 

94 

94| 

'    75  — 

92^ 

93 

9D  — 

91 

80 

91^ 

88^ 

**  In  this  last  experiment,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  above' table,  thel 
difference  in  the  temp^ature  of  the  two  rabbits,  at  t&e  end  of  au 
hour  and  a  half,  in  the  rectum  was  half  a  degree,  and  in  the  thorax 
two  degrees  and  a  half;  whereas,  in  the  preceding  ej^perimfent,  at  the 
end  of  an  hour  and  forty  minutes,  the  dijQFerence  in  the  rectum  wa^i, 
2^  di^reeSn  and  m  the  thorax  S  degrees.  It  appears,  tkerefore,  that 
the  rabbit,  in  which  the  circulation  was  maintained  by  artificial  res«» 
|piration»  oeoled  more  rapidly,  on  the  whole,  than  the  rabbit  whosel 
hmgs  were  inflated  in  the  same  manner  after  the  circulation  had 
ceased.  This  is  what  might  be  expected  if  no  heat  was  produced  by. 
the  chemical  action  of  the  air  on  the  blood ;  since,  in  tne  fast  case, 
the  cold  air  was  alwHya  applied  to  the  same  surface,  but,  m  the 
formery  it  was  applied  always,  ta  fresh  portions  of  blood,  by  which 
its  cooling  powers  were  eommunicated  to  (he  more  d^tant  parts  of 
t&e  body. 

^*  In  the  experiments  formerly  detailed,  where  the  drculatioa  wa^ 
maintained  by  means  of  artificial  respiration,  after  the  head  was  r^ 
QBOved,  I  observed  that  the  blood,  in  its  passage  throtigh  Uitf  luhgi^ 
was  altered  from  a  dark  to  a  scarlet  colour ;  and  hence  I  was  led  U^: 
eooclude,  that  the  action  of  the  air  produced  in  it  changes  analogouf 
|o  those  which  occur  under  ordinary  circumstances.  I  have  lately^ 
with  the  assistance  of  my  friend  Mr  W.  Brande,  made  the  following' 
experiment,  which  appears  to  confirm  Che  truth  of  this  conclusion. 

**  An  elastic  gum  bottle,  having  a  tube  and  stop -cock  connected! 
with  it,  was  filled  with  about  a  pint  of  oxygen  gas.  The  spinal 
ttfarrew  was  divided  in  the  neck  of  a  young  rabbit,  aod^  A^Uoodnr 

ff  » 


tetseb  ImtJDg  b«eii.Be«ared«  tiM  head  mm  Mnmred,  «id  tb^cireidai- 
tKNi  was  roaintaiiied  by  inflattog  the  lungt  wMi  atmoipkerae  air  foi^ 
fiv«  minutes,  at  the  cud  of  which  time  the  tuhe  efihe  gum  bottle  wat 
iBserfed  inte  the  traobeaf  and  eatefuHj  sectired  by  a  %at«re,  so  thaa 
1H>  asr  might  escape.  By  making  pressure  on  tbe  gum  bottle,  ther 
gas  was  made  ta  pass  aod  vepass  iaSo  and  from,  tbe  Jungs  j^mut  SO 
limes  in  a  minute*  At  first,  the  heart  acted  one  bmidred  and  twenty: 
times  in  a  minnte,  with  regvtsrity  and  strength ;  the  thermometer  inr 
ffae  rcctmn  rose  to  lOCP*  AC  the  endjof  an  hour,  the  heart irafcedi 
as  fVeqeently  as  before,  but  more  feebly;  the  Mood  in  the  arteriew 
Was  very  litUe  more  florid  than  that  in  the  veins ;  tl|e  themacmeteF 
ew  the  rectum  had  fallen  to  SB''*  The  gum  bottle  was  then  removed, 
pn  causing  a  stream  of  the  gas,  whicli  it  oemtaiaed,  fo  pass  throughi* 
limeowater,  the  pteseace  of  carbonic,  aeid  was  indrcaisd  by  the  liqmd 
teing  instantly  rendered  turbid^     ThQ  proportion  of  ca^rbanic  acid 

I 'as  not  acciirately  determined ;  but  '\\  appoared  to  form  i^out  one^ 
,  alf  of  the  qnantity  of  g^s  in  the  bottje. 

'^  I  have  selected  the  above  from  a  great  number  of  similar  expert* 
ments,  whicl^  it  ifou^  be  needless  to  ^etaiU  It  is  sufficient  to  state 
ihat  the  generid  results  w^re  always  the  sam^;  and  that  whether  the 
pulse  was  frequent  or  slow,  full' or  smajl,  or  whether  the  respirationa 
were  frequent  or  otherwise,  there  was  no  perceptible  deference  io 
the  cooling  of  the  animal. 

''  From  the  whole  we  may  deduce  the  foHowtng  conekisions. 

*M#  The  influence  of  the  brain  is  not  directly  necessairy  to  tlie 
action  of  the  heart. 

'*  2.  When  the  brahi  is  injured  or  removed,  the  aetbn  ef  the  heart 
Ceases,  only  because  respiration  ki  under  its  infiuence ;  and  if,  nnder 
these  cnrcumstancesr  respiration  is  artificially  produced,  the  circula- 
tion will  still  continue. 

**  3.  When  the  xnl7uence  of  the  brain  is  cut  off,  the  secretion  of 
urine  ap[)€ars  to  cease,  and  no  heat  fs  generated ;  notwkhstandieg 
the  functions  of  respiration,  and  the  circulation  of  the  blood  continue 
tt>  be  performed,  and  the  usual  changes  in  the  appearance  of  the 
Blood  are  produced  in  the  lungs. 

.  "  4.  When  the  air  respired  is  colder  than  the  natural  temperature 
of  the  animal,  the  effect  of  respiration  is  not  to  generate,  but  to  di«^ 
mmish  animal  heat. " 

On  the  Action  of  Poisons. 

Mr  Brodic-$  object,-  in  these  experimentsy  was  to  asceriaiii  m 
what  manner  certain  substa:nees  act  on  the  animal  system,  ixy 
Us  to  occs^ron  death  independently  of  mechanical  injury,  and; 
especially,  on  which  of  the  vital  organs  ttie  poison  employed 
exercises  its  primary  influence,  and  through  what  medium  that 
qrgan  becomes  affected.  In  some  experiments,  the  poison  wasr 
applied  internally,  that  is,  to  the  mucous  membranes  of  thr 
tongue  and  alimentary  caiial,.  and  ia  others  to  wounded  sur&ocsi. 


.^ 
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JIooiol.^^TkL&re^  are  kvOt  eltperfments  wtib  alcohbl  infeetecl  ii^> 
to  the  stomach  of  rabbits.     The  third  will  siif&oe  as  an  example. 

***  E»p,  S^^it— 3eTen  ^ranif  of  proof  ipirtts  were  rnjected  iat6  the  sto« 
nach  cf  a  younger  rabbit.  Two  minates  afterwards,  he  evidently  was 
sffiected  by  the  spirits;  and  in  three  mtnutes  more,  he  lay  en  one  sidle 
notioBieR  and  Inseastbie;  The  pupils  of  the  eyes  were  perfectly  di^ 
lated  ;  there  were  occasional  slight  conTalsitre  motions  of  the  extre^ 
nmies ;  the  revpiiailoa  was  laborioas.  It  was  gradually  performed 
at  longer  and  longer  intervals ;  and  at  the  end  of  an  hoar  and  fifteen 
jnilHitcs  had  entirely  ceased.  Two'mhiutes  after  the  animal  was  ap« 
paremly  dead,  I  opened  into  the  thoraa,  and  found  the  heart  acting 
whh  moderate  force  and  frequeoeyi  ciFculating  dark-eoionred  blood. 
I  mtrodnced  a  tabe  into  the  trachea,  and  produced  s^tificial  respira^ 
tion  by  inflating  the  lungs  4  and  found  that^  by  these  means,,  the  aot- 
lion  of  the  heart  might  be  kept  up  to  the  natural  siandardy  as  in  an 
animal  from  whom  the  head  is  removed. 

**  It  would  appear,  from  the  experiments  which  I  have  just  de* 
tailed,  that  the  symptoms  produced  by  a  large  quantity  of  spirits 
taken  into  the  stomach,  arise  entirely  from  disturbance  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  brain*  The  complete  insenslbiHty  to  extemal  imprev- 
sionSt  the  dilatation  of  rile  p«p3s  of  the  eyes^  and  the  loss  of  mo- 
tion»  nidieate  that  the  functions  of  this  organ  are  auspended.  Re- 
spiration,  which  is  under  its  influence,  is  ill  performed,  and  at  last 
altogether  ceases;  while  the  heart,  to  the  action  of  which  the  brain 
is  not  directly  necessary,  ^onrinues  €0  contract,  chrculating  dark>co- 
loored  blood  for  some  time  afterwards. 

^  There  is  a  striking  analogy  between  the  symptoms  arising  from 
apirtts  taken  internally,  and  those  produced  by  injuries  of  the  brain. 

**  Concttssion  of  the  braiu,  which  vsaj  be  coosidered  as  the  slight- 
est degree  of  injury,  occasions  a  state'  of  mind  resembling  intoxica- 
tion ;  and  the  resemblance,  ia  some  instsncest  is  so  complete,  that  the 
most  accurate  obsersrer  caJmot  form  a  diagnosis,  except  from  tiie 
liistory  of  the  case.  Pressure  on  the  brain«  ^htch  is  a  more  severe 
injury  than  concussion,  produces  loss  of  motion,  msensibility,  dilata* 
tton  of  the  pupils  ;  respiration  becomes  laboured  and  sliertorous  ;  is 
performed  at  long  intervals  $  and  at  last  altogether  ceases>  and  the 
patient  dies. 

'^  It  forms  an  interesting  matter  of  inquiryi  whether  spirits,  when 
taken  into  the  stomach,  produce  their  eifecu  on  the  brain  by  being 
absorbed  into  the  circulation,  or  in  consequence  of  the  sympathy  that 
•exists  between  these  organs  by  meaus  of  the  nerves.  The  following 
circumstances  lead  me  to  conclude  Uxat  they  act  in  the  last  of  these 
two  ways. 

**  1.  In  experiments  where  animals  have  been  killed  by  tlie  In- 
jection of  spirits  into  the  stomachy  I  have  found  this  organ  to  bear 
th^  marks  of  great  inflammation,  but  never  found  any  preternatural 
appearances  whatever  in  the  brain.  2»  The  effects  of  spirits  taken 
into  the  stomach,  in  the  last  experiment  (No  4.),  were  so  instanta- 
43ieous^  that  it  appears  impossible  that  absorption  should  have  talcu 
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|iltee  befbie  tfaey  were  pfroduced*  S*  A  penon  \riio  it  intoxicated 
Ireqoendf  becooMt  tiuideiily  sober  after  Tomitiog.  ^^  In  the  expe- 
cinents  whidi  I  have  jost  rdated»  I  miied  tinttare  of  thubarb  with 
the  spirits*  knowing*  from  the  experiments  of  Mr  Home  and  Mr 
-William  Brandoi  that  this,  when  absorbed  into  the  circnlation,  was 
sreadily  separated  from  the  blood  hj  the  kidneys*  and  that  yery  small 
.qnantities  might  be  detected  in  the  urine  by  the  addition  of  potash  ; 
bnt*  dioogh  1  never  fiuied  to  £ad  urine  in  the  bladdery  I  never  de- 
tected tfanbarb  in  it. 

^  The  indnding  the  terminatioo  of  the  thoracic  duct  in  a  Iigatnre 
does  not  prevent  spirits*  when  taken  into  the  stomach*  from  prodn- 
jcing  their  usnal  efl^ts  on  the  nervous  system ;  bot  subsequent  observ- 
ations* which  Mr  Home  has  already  communicated  to  this  Society* 
liave  tJiown  that  no  conclusion  can  be  drawn  firom  this  experiment.  ** 

The  effects  of  the  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds*  and  the  jnicf 
jof  the  leaves  of  aconite,  were  similar  to  those  of  alcohol ;  as  were 
likewise  those  of  tl^e  emp^eumatic  oil  of  tobacco.  But  it  is  re- 
Vnarkable  that  the  infusion  of  this  last  narcotic  berb  seemed  tp 
lact  on  totally  different  principles. 

**  Exp.  8.— Four  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco  were  injected  into 
^e  rectum  of  a  dog.  Yam  minutes  afterwards  he  retched*  but  did 
aoot  vomit  He  then  became  faint*  and  lay  motionless  on  one  side. 
At  the  end  of  nine  minutes  from  the  time  of  the  injection*  the  heart 
tcould  not  be  felt.  He  gasped  ioac  breath  at  long  intervals ;  and  in 
another  minute  there  was  no  appearance  whatever  of  life.  I  imme- 
diately laid  open  the  cavities  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen.  The  heart 
was  much  distended*  and  had  entirely  ceas^  to  contract.  There 
was  no  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines^ 

*<  Exp.  ll.-r-Three  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco  were  injected  in- 
to the  rectum  of  a  dog.  .Immediately  there  took  place  tremulqus 
contractions  of  the  voluntary  musdesb  Five  minutes  afterwards*  the 
injection  was  repeated  in  the  same  quantity.  The  dog  then  was 
sick,  and  threw  up  some  of  the  infusion*  with  other  matter,  from  the 
stomach :  he  became  faint*  and  died  tea  minutes  after  the  second 
injection.  Immediately  after  respiration  had  ceatsed,  I  opened  the 
thorax,  and  found  the  heart  extremely  distended,  and  without  ai^y 
evident  contrafction*  except  of  the  appendix  of  the  right  auriQle^ 
which  every  now  and  then  contracted  in  a  slight  degree.  I  dtvi<jd4 
the  pericardium  on  the  right  side.  In  consequence  of  the  extreme 
distention  of  the  bes^rt*  this  could  not  be  done  without  irritating  the 
Abres  with  the  point  of  the  scalpel.  Immediately  both  auricles  and 
ventricles  began  to  contract  with  considerable  force,  so  as  to  restore 
the  circulation.  Artificial  respiration  was  produced*  and  the  circu- 
lation was  )cept  up  for  more  than  half  an  hour*  beyond  which  time 
|he  experiment  was  not  continued. 

*^  We  may  conclude  from  these  experiments,  that  the  effect  cf  the 
infusion  of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  intestine  of  a  living  ani- 
jpiali  is  to  destroy  the  action  of  the  h^art*  stopping  the  circulatipn,  and 
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prodneing  syncope,  ft  appeared  to  tne,  that  the  action  of  the  heart 
t^eased  even  before  the  anund  had.  ceased  to  respire ;  and  this  was 
confirmed  by  another  experiment  in  which^  in  a  dog  killed  by  tiie 
infusion  of  tobacco,  I  found  the  cavities  of  the  left  side  of  the  heart 
to  contain  iscarkt  bloodi  while  in  those  <yf  the  right  side  the  blood 
was  dark"Cctoured.  This  poison,  therefore,  differs  ma»terially  from 
alcohd,  lite  essential  oil  of  almonds,  and  the  juice  of  aconite,  which 
have  no  direct  inftnence  on  the  action  of  the  heart  The  infusion  of 
tobacco  renders  the  heart  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood;  but 
it  does  not  altogether  destroy  the  power  of  muscular  contraction, 
since  the  heart  resumed  its  action  in  one  instance  on  the  divisian  of 
the  pericardium,  and  i  have  found  thfxt  the  voluntary  miiscles-of  an 
animal  killed  by  this  poison,  are  as  readily  stimulated  to  contract  hj 
the  influence  of  the  Voltaic  battery,  as  if  it  had  been  kiUed  in  any 
other  manner.  At  the  same  time,  however,  that  the  infusion  of 
tobacco  destroys  the  action  of  the  heart,  it  appears  to  destroy  also 
the  functions  of  die  brain,  since  these  did  not  return  in  the  last  ex* 
periment;  although  the  circulation  was  restored,  and  kept  up  by 
aitificial  respiration. 

^*  Since  there  is  no  direct  communication  between  the  intestinal 
canal  and  the  heart,  I  was  at  first  induced  to  suppose  that  the  latter 
becomes  affected  in  consequence  of  the  infusion  being  conveyed  into 
the  blood  by  absorption.  '  Some  circumstances  in  the  foHowing.  ex^ 
periment  have  since  led  me  to  dovbt  whether  this  is  the  case. 

***  Exp.  l£.-^In  a  dog  whose  head  was  renioved,  I  kept  up  the  cir- 
culation by  means  of  artificial  respiration,  in  the  manner  already 
described  in  the  account  of  some  experiments  which  I  lately  com* 
nunicated  to  this  Society.  I  then  injected  into  the  stomach  and 
intestines  mne  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco.  At  the  time  of  the 
injection,  the  body  of  the  animal  lay  perfectly  quiet  and  motionless 
on  the  table :  the  heart  acted  regularly  one  hundred  times  in  a 
minute.  Ten  minutes  afterwards,  the  p«lse  rose  to  one  hundred 
.and  forty  in  a  minute ;  die  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines  was 
tnuch  increased,  and  the  voluntary  muscles  in  every  part  of  the  body 
were  thrown  into  repeated  and  violent  spasmodic  action.  The  j^inrts 
of  the«xtremities  were  alternately  beat  and  c^^tended  ;  the  muscles 
of  the  spine,  abdomen,  and  tail,  alteri^ately  relaxed  and  contracted^ 
so  as  to  turn  the  whole  animal  from  one  side  to  the  other.  I  have 
observed*  in  other  instances,  spasmodic  actions  of  the  mu soles,  where 
the  circulation  was  kept  up  by  artificial  respiration,  afcer  the  removal 
of  the  head,  b^ut  not  at  all  to  be  compared)  either  in  strength  or 
frequency,  with  those  which  took  place  on  this  occasion.  I  made 
pressure  on  the  abdominal  aoo-ta  for  more  than  a  minute,  so  as  to 
obstruct  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  lower  extremities ;  but 
the  muscular  contractions  were  not  lessened  in  consequence*  Half 
an  hour  after  the  injection  of  the  infusion,  the  arciticial  respiration 
was  discontinued.  The  .heart  continued  to  act,  circulating  daik  coi- 
Joured  blood  ;  the  muscular  contractions  continued,  but  gradually 
diminished  in  strength  and  frequency.  I  tied  a  ligature  round  the 
ressels  at  the  JbasjS  of  the  h^art^  so  as  ^o.  stop  th^  ^irculalioo; 


aererdieleii  the  nnucolar  contractiofu  stiU  eondancdy  tbofi^  !«■• 
{xieqiient  and  forciUe  dian  before,  and  some  minmes  dapsed  jbefos^ 
tbey  entirely  ceated* 

**  In  this  ezperiment,  the  diiposition  to  contraction  m  the  ssasd^e 
was  very  mndi  incieased  instead  of  being  diminished,  as  in  tbos« 
jost  related*  If  the  infusion  of  tobacco  inAoences  the  heart  frost 
being  absorbed  into  the  blood»  and  thus  coming  into  actual  contact 
with  its  fibics,  there  is  no  evident  reason,  why  the  remoYal  of  the 
brain,  and  the  emfiloyment  of  artificial  respiration  should  occasioa 
so  naaterial  a  difference  in  its  effects.  If  the  contractions  of  i(ho 
voluntary  mnscks  had  depended  on  the  infusion  circulating  with  the 
blood,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  pressure  on  the  aorta  woulf} 
have  oecasiooed  some  diminution  of  them,  and  that  the  compbt^ 
obstruction  of  the  circulation  would  have  caused  them  to  cease  alv 
together. 

**  From  these  considerations  I  am  induced,  on  tlie  whde,  la  believ# 
that  the  infusion  of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  intestines^  influr 
,ences  the  heart  through  the  medium  of  the  nervous  system  ;  but  | 
have  not  been  able  to  devise  any  experiment,  by. which  the  trudi  oc- 
fallacy  of  this  opinion  might  be  put  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt,   • 

*'  It  appears  remarkable,  that  the  brain  and  nervous  system^ 
although  not  necessary  to  the  action  of  the  hearty  ^ould,  when  undeir 
the  influence  of  the  im'asion  of  tobacco,  be  capable  of  influencing  tbie 
prgan  ^  as  to  stop  its  action  ;  but  this  is  analogous  to  what  we  se^ 
pccur  in  consequence  of  violent  emotions  of  the  mind.  Those  states 
of  the  nervous  system,  which  accompsiny  the  passions  of  ]oy,  fear,  of 
anger,  when  existing  in  a  moderate  degree,  render  the  heart  more 
sensible  to  the  stimulus  of  the  bloodi  and  increase  (he  frequency  of 
its  contractions ;  while,  when  the  same  passions  ejplst  in  a  greater 
flegreci  the  heart  is  rendered  altogether  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of 
the  blood  \  and  syncope  ensu^^ " 

The  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonfls,  and  the  juice  of  Aoonitei 
applied  to  wounded  surface,  produced  the  same  ^eCs  as  whe^ 
appUcd  internally,  though  )^s  speedily,  The  woorara,  a  prison 
ivith  which  the  inhabitants  of  Guiana  arm  the  points  of  their 
arrows,  when  insierted  into  wounds,  beloiigs  to  the  same,  class  of- 
poisons^  l^he  tijj^s  antifir^  a  poison  fVom  Java,  aets  iu  a  diSbrbnt 
hianner, 

f*  When  inserted  into  a  wound,  it  produces  death  (as  infusion  of 
tobacco  does  when  injected  into  the  intestine}  by  rendering  the  heart 
insensible  to  the  stiroulus  of  the  blood,  and  Stopping  the  circulation: 
The  heart  beats  feebly  and  irregularly  before  either  the  functions  of 
the  TTiind  or  the  respiration  appear  to  be  afiected.  Respiration  ii 
perfom'.ed  even  after  the  pirculation  has  ceased  ;  and  the  left  side 
of  the  heart  is  fopnd  after  death  to  contain  scarlet  blood,  which  never 
pan  be  the  case,  where  the  cai^se  of  death  is  the  cessation  of  the 
JFnnctions  of  ihe  brain  or  lungs.  The  convulsions,  which  occur  whei\ 
the  circuUtion  has  nearly  ceased,  probably  arise  from  the  diminution 
of  the  fcVfP}>|y  of  b1of/d  to  the  brain,  resembling  those  which  take 
place  in  a  person  who  is  dying  from  haemorrhage.——— 
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*^  iliaving  li!amed,  that  tb^  cttculatioB  might  be  kept  up  -by  wti* 

lieial  respiration  for  a  coDsiderable  time  after  the  woorara  had  pnn 
duced  its  full  effects,  it  occurred  to  me,  that,  in  an  animal  under  thm 
infiaence  of  this,  dr  of  any  other  poison  that  acts  in  a  siaukur  laanner, 
by  continuing  the  artificial  respiration  for  a  sufficient .  length  of  tinm 
^fter  natural  rtepiration  had  ceased;  die  brain  might  isecover  fronr  the 
impression  which  the  poison  had  product,  and  the  aniiBai  »igbt 
be  restored  t6  life.  In  the  last  experioieot^  the  anima)  gave  no  s^ 
of  returnulg  sensibility;  but,  it  is  to  bejohseryed*— 1.  That. the qtian« 
tity  of  the  poison  employed  was  rery  laige.  2^  That  there  was  a 
great  lo^s  of  anitnal  heat,  in  conseqfuence  of  the  teia|>eralute  of  tha 
rodm  being  muck  below  the  natural  temperature'  of  the  ammaH 
which  could  not  therefore  be  consideFcd  iwder  sueh  forourabfe  eir" 
cumstances  jis  to  recovery,  as  if  it  had  been  kept  in  a  higher  temf 
perature.  S«  That  the  circulation  was  still  vigorcuia  wiien  I  left'o^ 
inflating  the  lungs ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  known  what  wenM 
have  beea  ihe  result,  if  the  artificial  respiration  had  been  longer  ceii« 
finaed« 

^  Exp,  dO.-»  A  wound  was  made  In  the  side  of  a  rabbity  and  one  drop 
t>f  the  essentia  oil  of  almonds  was  inserted  into  it  i  mid  nanedtatel^ 
the  animal  wks  .placed  in  a  temperature  of  9Q°*  In  two  mimite!*^ 
he  was  under  the  influence  of  the  poison*  The  usual  symptmna  took 
place  ;  and  in  thnee  minutes  more  respiration  had  ceased,  and  he  lay 
uppdrently  dead ;  but  the  heart  was  still  felt  beating  through  the  nba 
A  tube  was  then  -introduced  into  one  of  the  nostrils,  and  the  lungs 
were  inflated  about  thirty *five  times  in  a  minute.-  Six  mioules  after 
the  cofnmencement  of  artificial  respiration,  he  moved  his  head  and 
legs,  and  made  an  effort  to  breathe.  He  then  was  seized  with  con- 
vulsions, and  ^gain  lay  motionles;?,  but  contiuue^l  to  make  oeeasi^nal 
fefforts  to  breathe.  Sixteen  minutes  after  its  commencement,  the  arti- 
ficial respiration  was  continued.  >  He  now  breathed  spontaneously 
aeveiJty  dmes  in  a  minute,  and  moved  his  head  and  extremities*  AHec 
ihiSf  he  occasionally  rose,  and  attempted  to  walk.  In  the  interval^ 
lie  centinued  in  a  dozing  state ;  but  from  this  he  gradually  recover- 
ed.  '  In  leas  than  two  hours  he  appeared  perfectly  well^  anid  be  coo* 
tinned  well  on  the  following  day. 

''  The  inilating  the  hmgs  has  been  frequently  recommended  in 
csBcn  of  suffocation,  where  the  cause  of  death  is  the  cessation  of  the 
functions  of  the  lungs.  As  far  as  I  know,  it  has  not  been  before  pro*> 
posed  in  those  cases  in  which  the  cause  of  death  is  the  cessation 

of  the  functions  of  the  brain.  *     It  is  probable  that  this  method  of 

--■■■■--  ■  -  ■  ■ 

*  Since  this  paper  was  read,  I  hav«  been  fayoured  by  the  Kigbt  Hon.  the  Presi- 
sideiit  with  the  perusal  of  a  Dissertation  on  the  EficctJ*  of  the  IJpas  Ticute,  lately 
pablii^d  at  I'aris  hy  M.  Delile ;  by  which  I  find,  that  he  had  einptoyed  artifici^il 
reApiraiion  for  the  purpose  of  recovering'  animals  which  were  under  the  influence  v€ 
this  poi3ony  with  siu:c«s«.  M.  Delile  describes  the  Upas  Tieute  as  causing  death, 
|)y  occasioning  rip^atcd  and  iong-conttnued  contractions  of  the  muscles  of  respim- 
iion,  on  which  it  acts  through  the  medium  of  the  spina}  marrow,  without  dc^u^'* 
Liic  the  functipns  of  th^  br<Ua.  '     '  *  '    ' 
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tPBttwwnt  ini(>ht  be  employed  with  advaotage  for  the  recovery  of 
persons  labouring  under  tbe  effects  of  opium,  and  maDy  other  poi* 
torn*  " 

«*  Tbe  expernienta,  which  have  been  detailed,  lead  to  the  fellow* 
iDg  conetoaimia. 

^  ]•  Alcohol^  the  esaential  oil  of  almonds^  the  juice  of  aconite, 
tbeenpyremnatk  oil  of  tobacco,  and  the  woorara,  act  as  poisons,  by 
eiflsply  destroying  Ibe  functUNis  of  the  brain ;  universal  death  taking 
pbwe,  becawse  reapiratioii  is  under  the  influence  of  tbe  brain,  and 
coasw  whctt  lis  functaont  «re  destroyed.  . 

<^  ^  TbeinftMiOD  of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  intestines,  and 
tbe  vpas  aotiar  when  applied  te  a  wound,  have  the  power  of  render- 
ing the  hesrt  inaeneibie  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood,  thus  stopping 
tbe  eireulataon  \  io  other  words,  they  occasion  syncope* 

**  5*  There  ia  reaaon  to  believe  that  tbe  poisons,  which,  in  these 
experiments,  were  applied  internally,  produce  their  effects  through 
tbe.  medium  of  tbe  nerves,  without  bemg  absorbed  into  the  circu- 
lation. 

^  4h  When  the  woorara  is  applied  to  a  wound,  it  produces  its  ef- 
fects on  the  brain,  by  enterii^  the  circulation  through  the  divided 
blood^veaseb ;  and,  from  analogy,  we  may  conclude^  that  odier  poi- 
aonSt  when  apptied  to  wounds,  operate  in  a  similar  manner. 

*^  5.  When  an  animal  is  apparently  dead  from  the  influence  of  a 
IMMon,  wbidi  acts  by  simply  destroying  the  functions  of  the  brain,  it 
inaVf  in  aome  instances  at  least,  be  made  to  recover,  if  respiration  is 
lartifioidly  produced,  and  continued  for  a  certain  length  of  time.** 

Arsenic, 

In  Mr  Brodie*s  various  experiments  with  this  mineral  poiaott, 
Jthe  results  in  all  essential  circumstances  were  the  same* 

**  The  symptoms  produced  were — 1.  Paralysis  of  the  hind  I^s, 
and  afterwards  of  the  other  parts  of  the  body ;  convulsions ;  dilata- 
'jtion  of  the  pupils  of  the  eyes ;  insensibility,— all  of  which  indicate 
^sturbaace  of  the  functions  of  the  brain*  2.  A  feeble,  slow,  int49r« 
mitting  pulse,  indicating  disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the  heprt. 
Where  the  heart  has  continued  to  act  after  apparent  death,  I  have 
iiever,  in  any  one  instance,  been  able  to  prolong  its  action  by  means 
of  artificial  respiration.  3.  Pain  in  the  region. of  the  abdomen ;  pre* 
Jtematural  secretion  of  mucus  from  the  alimentary  canal ;  sickness  and 
vomiting  in  those  animals  which  are  capable  of  vomiting ;  symptoms 
which  arise  from  the  action  of  the  poison  on  the  stomach  and  intes« 
tines.  There  is  no  difference  in  the  effects  of  arsenic,  whether  it  is 
employed  in  the  form  of  white  oxide,  or  of  arsenic  acid,  except  that 
the  latter  is  a  more  active  preparation*  Wlien  arsenic  is  applied  to 
a  wound,  the  symptoms  take  place  sooner  than  when  it  is  given  in* 
lernallyi  but  their  nature  is  the  same.  "       ■    ■ 

f*  la  whatever  vay  the  poison  is  adipinistered^  the  inflttomatipn 
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is  conftaed  to  the  fltbmach  and  intestines ;  I  hare  never  seen  anj  ap^ 
|>earance  of  it  in  the  phar^mx  or  cesophagus. 

**  Mr  Home  informed  me,  that  in  anr  experiment  made  by  Mr 
Hunter  and  himself,  in  iHiich  arsenic  was  applied  to  a  woand  in  a 
dog,  the  animal  died  in  twentj^four  hours,  and  the  stomach  was 
found  to  be  considerably  inflamed. 

**  I  repeated  this  experiment  several  times,  taking  the  precaution 
always  of  applying  a  bandage  to  prevent  the  animal  licking  .thm 
wound.  The  result  was,  that  the  inflammation  of  the  stomach  was 
commonly  more  violent  and  more  imoiediate,  than  when  the  poisoa 
was  admmistered  internally,  and  that  it  preceded  any  appearance  of 
inflammation  of  the  wound*  Some  experiments  are  already  betoa 
the  public,  which  led  me  to  conclude  that  vegetable  poisons,  wheia 
applied  to  wounded  surfaces,  affect  the  system  by  passing  into  the 
circulation  through  the  divided  veins.  From  tlus  analogy,  and  firom 
all  the  circumstances  just  mentioned,  it  may  be  inferred  that  arssaie^ 
in  whatever  way  it  is  administered,  does  not  produce  its  effects  eveii 
on  the  .stomach  until  it  is  carried  into  the  blood.  < 

**  But  the  blood  is  not  necessary  to  life,  except  so  far  as  a  constant 
supply  of  it  is  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  functions  of  the 
▼ital  organs.  The  next  object  of  inquiry  therefore  .is,  when  arsenic 
has  entered  the  circulation,  on  what  organs  does  it  operate,  so  as  to 
occasion  death  ? 

**  When  arsenic  is  applied  to  an  ulcerated  storface,  it  produces  a 
slough,  not  by  acting  chemically,  like  caustics  in  general,  but  bf 
destroying  the  vitality  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  a^ied,  indepen- 
dently of  chemical  action.  This  led  me  at  first  to  suppose*  that 
when  arsenic  has  passed  into  the  circulation,  death  is  the  conse« 
^uence,  not  .so  much  of  the  poison  disturbing  the  functions  of  any 
particular  organ,  as  of  its  destroying  at  once  the  vitality  of  every  part 
of  the  system.  The  following  circumstances,  however,  seem  to  show 
that  this  opinion  is  erroneous.  In  an  animal  under  the  full  influence 
of  arsenic,  even  to  the  instant  of  death,  some  of  the  secretions,  as 
those  of  the  kidneysi  stomachi  and  intestines,  continue  to  take  place 
In  large  quantity ;  and  the  muscles  are  capable  of  beii^  excited, 
after  death,  to  distinct  and  powerful  contractions,  by  means  of  the 
Voltaic  battery. 

''  Ih  animals  killed  by  arsenic,  the  blood^s  usually  found  fluid  in 
the  heart  and  vessels  after  death ;  but  otherwise  all  the  morbid  ap« 
pearances  met  with  on  dissection  are  confined  to  the  stomach  and  in* 
testines.  As  this  is  the  case,  and  as  the  affection  of  these  orgsns 
occasions  remarkable  symptoms,  it  may  be  right  to  mention  the  re- 
sult of  my  observations  on  this  subject. 

"  In  many  cases  where  death  takes  place,  there  is  only  a  very 
slight  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  alimentary  canal :  in  pther 
cases,  the  inflammation  is  considerable.  It  generally  begins  very 
soon  after  the  poison  is  administered,  and  appears  greater  or  less 
lu:cording  to  the  time  which  elapses  before  the  animal  dies.  Under 
the  same  circumstanceSi  )t  is  le^s  in  gramtnivorpus  thao  in  caroivor? 
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■nimah.  The  inflamraadon  is  greatest  to  the  sfemadi  and  ta^ 
fe? tines ;  but  it  usually  extencU  also  over  the  irhole  Intestine.  I 
luive  never  observed  tnflammation  of  the  oesophagus.  The  inflam- 
SBation  is  greater  hi  degree,  and  more  speedy  in  taking  place,  wheii 
arsenic  is  applied  to  a  wound,  than  when  it  is  taken  iltfo  the  stomach* 
Tlie  initaroed  parts  are  in  general  universally  red,  at  other  times 
they  are  red  only  iA  spots,  llie  principal  vessels  leading  to  the  sto- 
•aach  and  intestines  are  turgid  with  blood ;  bat  the  inflammation  is 
usually  confined  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  these  viacera«  which  as^ 
aames  a  florid  red  colour,  becomes  soft  and  pulpy,  and  is  separaUe 
without  much  difficalty  from  the  cellular  coat,  which  has  its  natural 
appearance.  In  smne  instances  there  are  small  spots  of  extravasaned 
blood  on  tlie  inner  sor&ce  of  the  mucous  membrane^  or  between  it 
and  the  cellular  coat,  and  this  occurs  independently  of  vomiting.  I 
liavc  never,  in  any  of  my  experiments,  found  ulceration  or  slouching 
4if  the  stomach  or  intestine ;  but  if  the  animal  survhres  far  a  certlia 
length  of  time,  after  the  inflammation  has  begun,  it  is  reaaonable  to 
conclude  that  it  may  terminate  in  one  or  other  of  these  ways. 

^  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  sloughing  is  very  seldom,  if  erer, 
the  direct  consequence  of  the  application  of  arsenic  to  the  stomack 
•r  intestines^  Arsenic  applied  to  an  ulcer  will  occasion  a  s]on§^h; 
Imi  its  action  in  doing  this  is  very  slow.  When  I  have  applied  tht 
vrhite  oxide  of  arsenic  to  a  wound,  though  the  aiiiroal  has  som^ 
tiiiwa  lived  diree  or  four  hours  afterwards,  and  though  violent*  In- 
Haramation  has  udcen  place  in  the  stomach  and  intestines,  I  hat« 
sever  seen  any  preternatural  appearance  in  the  part  to  which  it  waa 
applied,  except  a  slight  effusion  of  serum  into  the  ceUular  mcBb. 
brane.  Ar$er>ic  speedily  produces  a  very  copious  secretion  of  aii»- 
/cus  and  watery  fluid  from  the  stomach  and  intestines,  which  sep^ 
rates  it  from  actual  contact  with  the  inner  surface  of  these  orgaoSy 
even  though  taken  in  large  quantity  and  in  substance ;  and  in  an^ 
Inals  which  are  capable  of  vomiting,  by  much  the  greater  part  as 
rejected  from  the  stomach  very  soon  after  it  has  been  taken  id* 
fience,  thotgh  a  few  panicles  of  arsenic  are  sometimes  found  ei^ 
tangled  in  the  mucus,  or  in  the  coagulum  of  extravasated  blood, 
and  adhering  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  stomach,  I  have  never  seen 
it  in  8uc^  a  quantity  as  might  be  supposed  capable  of  (»'oducing  a 
slough.  In  one  instaf!te,  where  a  dog  had  swallowed  a  large  qaan« 
tity  o^*  arsenic  in  substance,  a  brown  spot,  about  an  inch  in  cham#- 
ter,  Was  observed  after  death  on  tlie  inner  surface  of  the  cardiac  ea- 
tretnity  of  the  stomach,  having  so  much  of  the  appearance  of  a 
plough,  that  at  Ki^t  I  had  no  doubt  of  it  being  so ;  but,  on  examina- 
tion, this  proved  to  be  only  a  thin  layer  of  dark-coloured  coagulon 
of  blood,  adhering  very  firmly  to  tlie  surface  of  the  mucous  mem- 
foraae,  and  having  a  few  particles  of  arsenic  entangled  in  it.  On 
iremoving  this,  the  mucous  membrane  still  appeared  of  a  dark  co* 
)our ;  but  this  was  also  found  to  arise  from  a  thin  layer  of  coagn* 
}ttm  at*  blood  bttiipeen  it  and  the  f  ellular  coat.    The  mucous  mem> 
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brane  itsdF  was  inflamed ;  btit  otherwise  in  a  natural  state.  I  have 
observed  a  similar  appearance,  but  occupying  a  less  extent  of  sur* 
iace,  several  tiincs.  In  the  Hunterian  Museum  there  is  a  human 
stomachy  which  was  preserved  to  show  what  was  considered  as  a 
skmgh  produced  by  the  action  of  arsenic*  On  examining  this  pre* 
paration,  I  found  that  the  dark  coloured  spot,  which  had  been  sup^ 
posed  to  be  a  sloughy  was  precisely  of  the  same  nature  with  that 
just  described. 

<<  Although  the  affection  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  from  ai^ 
senic  fs  not  the  cause  of  death,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  it  ie 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  it  may  be  so  in  some  insunces,  if  the 
animal  survives  the  efiects  produced  on  the  organs  more  immedi« 
ately  necessary  to  life,  Mr  Henry  Earle  informed  me  of  an  instancei, 
in  which  this  appeare4  to  be  the  case«  A  woman  in  St  fiartholo- 
mew's  Hospital,  who  had  taken  arsenict  recovered  of  the  immedtajKr 
symptoms,  but  died  at  the  end  of  four  or  five  days.  On  examina^ 
tion  after  death,  extensive  ulcierations  were  found  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  which  we  can  hardly  doabc 
to  have  been  the  cause  of  death. 

.  '^  It  is  an  important  matter  of  inquiry,  as  connected  with  judicial 
medicine,  how  far  may  the  examination  of.  the  body,  after  death, 
enable  us  to  decide,  whether  an  animal  has  died  of  the  effects  of  ^^ 
senic^  On  this  subject,  however,  I  have  only  a  few  remarks  (9 
make. 

**  The  inflammation  from  arsenic,  occupying  in  general  the  whole 
i>f  -  the  stomach  and  intestine,  is  more  extensive  than  that  from  any 
oth^r  poison  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  It  does  not  aSect  the 
pharynx  or  oesophagus  ;  and  this  circumstance  distinguishes  it  from 
the  iniiammation  which  is  occasioned  by  the  actual  contact  of  irri** 
tzfitkff  applications. 

*'  Bat  little  in  general  is  to  be  learnt  ftom  the  examination  of  tii« 
contents  of  the  stomach  after  death.  When  arsenic  has  been  taken 
in  substance,  small  particles  of  it  are  frequently  found  entangled  in 
the  mucus,  or  in  the  extravass^ted  bk)od ;  bat  where  this  was  not  the 
case,  I  have  never  known,  in  an  animal  that  was  capable  of  vomitingf 
that  arsenic  could  be  detected  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach  after 
death,  though  examined  by  the  most  accurate  chemical  tests.  A# 
some  substances  when  taken  internally  are  separated  from  the  blood 
very  soon  afterwards  with  the  urine,  I  thought  it  probabk  that  arset* 
tiic  might  be  separated  with  the  urine  also ;  but  Mr  draod^  (to  whotis 
I  am  indebted  for  assistance  on  this,  as  well  as  on  many  other  occa^ 
sions)  could  never  detect  the  smallest  trace  of  arsenic  in  it.  ** 

Muriate  of  barytet  and  emetie  tartar,  resemble  arsenic  very 
much  in  their  mode  of  action*  it  i»  otherwise  with  corresive 
sublimate. 

**  Experimeid  8. — Six  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate,  dissolved  in  si* 
drams  of  distilled  water,  were  injected  into  the  stomach  oi  a  rabbic- 
|py  zaeans  of  aa  elastic  ^um  tube.    Mo  immediate  symptoms  fottow^ 
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cd  the  injBctiont  thctninMl  maAe  iia:expte*dbii*(rf' paia;  bntitf 
Aim  minuteclM  becanw  ineitnble ;  wu  conmlaedi  «nd  mfenrau- 
BBMs  and  an  half,  fimm  the  dbm  of  the  injecdon  being  inadc^  be 
died.  Tramslotu  coDtrmctioai  of  the  vtdnnnrjr  moKlei  contnDiud 
lor  tome  time  ftftcrwardi.  On  opening  the  thoiax,  the  bean  was 
ioand  to  have  entirriy  ceaied  acting,  and  the  blood  in  die  cavitiet 
of  the  Uft  fide  wat  of  a  icariet  colour.  The  Komadi  was  much 
distended.  The  pjloric  and  cardiac  poitioni  were  aeponted  fvoin 
each  other  by  a  strong  muKolar  contrtctioo.  lite  coateoti  of  the 
imner  were  firm  and  lolid,  and  in  every  ret|>ett  rcteaaUed  the  unat 
content!  of  the  stomach  ;  while  thoie  of  the  cardiac  portion  consist- 
ed of  the  food  of  the  animal  much  dilated  by  fluid  s  so  that  the 
Bolutioa,  wluch  bad  been  injected,'  appeared  to  be  confined  to  the 
cardiac  portion  of  the  stomuh,  and  to  be  prerceted  eateriag  die 
pyloric  portioa  by  the  mnicalar  contraction  in  die  centre^ 

*■  Ib  the  pyloric  portion  of  the  itomach  the  mucous  mendtrane  had 
its  natural  appearance  i  but  tu  the  cardiac  portion  it  wu  of  a  dark 
grey  colour)  was  readily  torn  and  peeled  off;  and  in  some  parts  its 
texture  was  completely  destroyed,  to  that  it  appeared  like  a  pulp, 
cm  remoTing  which  the  muKolar  and  perttooeil  coaa  were  exposed. 

'*  The  repetition  of  the  experiment  was  attended  widi  timllar  re 
•alts.  The  alteration  of  the  texture  of  the  internal  membiaBe  ap< 
peart  to  bare  been  occasioned  by  its  being  chemically  acted  on  by 
the  corrodTe  stiblimate  injected  into  it.  When  tbe  injection  it  made 
into  die  stomach  of  a  dead  rabbit,  precisdy  tbe  tame  effects  are  pro- 
duced, except  that,  as  the  middle  contraction  is  here  wanting,  the 
appearance*  are  not  confined  la  the  tame  degree  to  tbe  csrditc  par' 
don.  . 

**  The  destroctiou  of  the  lubttance  of  the  internal  membrkne  of 
tlie  itomacb,  precludes  the  idea  of  tbe  poiion  having  been  absorbed 
into  die  circulation.  We  must  conclude  that  death  was  the  conse- 
quence of  the  chemical  action  of  the  poiton  on  the  stomach.  This 
organ,  however,  it  not  direcdy  necessary  to  life,  since  iit  functiOnti 
under  certain  circumstances,  are  suspended  for  hours,  or  even  tor 
days,  withoot  death  being  produced.  Although  the  stomach  was  the 
part  primarily  affected,  the  immediate  cause  of  death  must  be  look- 
ed for  in  the  cessation  of  the  functions  of  one  or  more  of  those 
organs,  whote  conitant  action  it  necessary  to  life.  From  the  scarlet 
colour  of  tbe  blood  in  tbe  left  side  of  the  heart,  in  tbe  experiment 
on  the  rabbit,  we  may  conclude  that  tbe  functions  of  tbe  longs  were 
not  affected  ;  but  the  affection  of  the  heart  and  brain  is  proved  by 
tbe  convultioni,  tbe  insensibility,  tbe  affection  of  the  pulse  in  both 
eipetiments,  and  the  sudden  cessation  of  the  heart's  action  in  tbe 
firtti  and  we  may  therefore  be  jusfi5ed  in  concluding,  that  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  death  was  in  both  of  these  organs.  As  tbe  effeca 
produced  appear  to  have  been  independent  of  absorption,  we  may 
presume  that  the  heart,  at  vrell  as  the  brain,  was  a«ted  on  dirougb 
die  medium  of  tbe  nerves. 
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^  That  a  sadden  and  Tiaknt  injnry  of  the  stomach  should  be  ca« 
pMt  of  thus  speedily  proTing  fatal  is  not  surprising,  when  we  oon- 
aider  the  poweifnl  sympatky  between  it  and  the  organs  on  which  life 
inore  imniediately  depends,  and  the  existence  of  which  many  cir« 
comstances  in  disease  dally  demonstrate  to  us* 

<*  The  facu  which  have  been  suted,  appear  to  lead  to  the  follow- 
ing conclusions  respecting  the  action  of  the  mineral  poisons,  which 
were  employed  in  the  foregoing  experiments :  s 

*<  1.  Arsenic,  the  emetic  tartar,  and  the  muriate  of  barytes  do  not 
produce  their  deleterious  e&cts  until  they  haye  passed  into  the  «ir« 
colaticua. 

^  %  All  of  these  poisons  occasion  disorder  of  the  functions  of  the 
heart,  brain,  and  alimentary  canaf ;  but  they  do  not  all  affect  these 
oigans  in  the  same  relative  degree. 

**  S.  Arsenic  operates  on  the  alimentary  -canal  in  a  greater  degree 
than  dither  the  emetic  tartar,  or  tlie  muriate  of  barytes.  The  heart 
b  affected  more  by  arsenic  than  by  the  emetic  tartar,  and  more  by' 
dsis  last  than  by  the  muriate  of  barytes. 

'^  4.  The  corrosive  sublimate,  when  taken  internally  in  lai^ge  quan- 
tity, occasions  death  by  acting  chemically  on  the  mucous  mepibrane 
of  die  stomach,  so  aa  to  destroy  4ts  texture ;  the  organs  moce  imme« 
.dsately  necessary  to  life  bdng  affected  in  consequence  of  their  sym- 
pathy with  the  stomach. 

*'  In  making  the  comparison  between  them,  we  observe  that  the 
effects  of  mineral  are  less  simple  than  those  of  the  generality  of  ve- 
jgretable  poisons ;  and  when  once  an  animal  is  affected  by  the  former, 
there.is  nmch  less  chance  of  his  recovej^y  than  when  he  is  affected  by 
the  latter.  *' 
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A  Description  of  the  Afieties  of  the  HUman  SbShf.    By  JofiJIf 
.    Barclay,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Collie  of  Physicians^  mod  of  the  Royal  Socieljr 
of  Edinburgh)  &c  &c    Edinburgh,  1913.    ipp.2%%^ 

I^Hi:  importance  of  the  subject  of  this  Tolame  admits  of  iMir 
-*•  doubt  We  hare  therefore  only  to  inquii^  into  the  matmeif' 
in  which  it  has  been  treated  by  our  author  i  and  in  a  prefatory 
address  to  his  pupils,  he  has  stated,  rather  quaintly,  severa)  points 
of  view  in  which  his  work  may  be  considered.  ••  Why  another 
description  of  the  arteries  ?  why  is  it  so  short  ?  Why  is  it  so 
fcng  ?  and  Why  is  it  not  accompanied  by  plates  ?  **  The  last  of 
these  questions  deserves  notice,  on  account  of  the  novelty  of  the 
objections  to  their  use  which  Dr  Barclay  has  urged.  He  admits, 
that  plates,  as  pictures  of  individual  objects,  convey  more  lively 
impressions*  than  verbal  descriptions,  and  require  less  time  and 
less  mental  exertion  to  comprehend  them  ^  that  their  attraction 
induces  many  to  think  of  tne  subjects  to  which  they  relate,  ai^ 
children  are  tempted  to  read,  for  the  sake  of  the  pictures ;  and 
that  where  the  objects  are  such  as  the  reader  has  never  seen  and 
never  may  see,  as  in  books  ef  pathology  and  natural  history, 
they  assist  the  reader  in  forming  more  clear  and  precise  ideas  of 
the  subject.  Not  so  in  anatomy  :  the  student  has  more  easy  ac- 
cess to  the  parts  themselves  than  to  good  plates ;  as  most  com- 
monly  they  are  inaccurate,  and  not  unfrequently  false  copies. 
But  even  the  best  anatomical  plates  of  the  arteries,  for  example, 
contain  only  the  representation  of  some  particular  ramification, 
or  mixture  of  particular  ramifications ;  for  it  would  require  innu- 
merable plates  to  represent  all  the  diversities  of  ramification,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  condense  the  particular  diversities  of  ramifi<»K 
tion  into  one  forsH 
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**  AtflKditfieal  plt^eih  thefefot6,  representing  ofie  of  the  eoDmotif 
varieties  ffi  Ati  orgim,  dfaouicl,  t/  properly  aaderstoody  be  only  an  iri*^ 
eitonent  to  sivdj  the  rest*    The  ateurdi  but  too  prevalent  notion^ 
that  these  are  escpresstveof  eeftam -generic  or  specific  charaeters.; 
that  they  supersede  the  nefcessity  of  reading,  or  of  exaininini^  the  or- 
gans themselves  in  all  th^it  varieties^has  inUuced  a  degree  of  iddi&r^ 
ence  and  suginen^ssi  th^t  has  been  injuriouji  to  the  progressof  anatomy* 
*^  Even  the  spienUid  anatomical  pkites  of  Albinus  and  Haller  haVc,' 
from  this  cause^  instead  of  protnotingi  rather  retarded  the  spirit  of  in-^ 
quiry,  and  witudrawn  the  attention  fromf  the  study  and  pursuit  of  ge<^ 
nerai  trutds  to  which  scitoce  aspiresi  to  the  contemplation  of  parti- 
cular facts  from  which  it  commences.    The  plates  of  Albinifs,  instead 
of  inducm^  the  anatoifitst  to  read  fiis  work  De  Sceleto  Humano,  and 
his  Work  entitled,  Histofia  Musctdorunt,  have  beeathe  means  of  suf- 
fering them  to  fall  in^o  almost  total  neglect  and  oblivion.   Little  sure*^ 
ly  did  Albinus  imagine,  that,  after  publishing^  his  Historia  Musculorum^ 
th^  attachment  of  the  obliquo^  externus  iiS  the  spine  of  the  piibesV  or 
tll^  ^orapresGibh  of  the  urethriT)  by  th^  muscles  called  ctmpressores pto* 
4afl#,  wo«1d  have  ever  been  considered  as  the  discoveries  of  later 
times ;  and  less  surely  migfat  Halter  haVe  imagined,  when  he  combat* 
ed  the  opinien  chat  the  high  division  of  the  humeri  artery  was  not  the 
nest  eonnKOt,,  thaft  Ins  learried  axmotations  ivoold  have  been  forgoi^* 
tesky  and  hia  plates  quoted,  not  half  tf  century  aft^r  his  death,  tp  prove 
he  was  igopraqt  of  the  very  division  of  which  he  had  collected  so  va^ 
nous  proofis,  of  which  he  had  seen,  and  of  which  he  had  eii^amined  such' 
a  number  of  cases  to  ascertain,  on  the  principles  of  induction,  whe- 
ther it  or  the  one  which  he  has  depicted  was  the  most  common. 
.  '^  This  fondness  for  the  plates,  and  reluctance  to  the  labour  of  stu* 
dying  the  works,  which  the  plates  were  only  intended  to  illustrate, 
presage  nothing  that  is  fai^ourable  to  anatomy.     They  indicate  the 
decline  of  those  energies,  arid  of  that  enthuslasiti,  by  which  its  bound-' 
aries'  ^ere  origiiiairy  extended  $  they  imply  that  ahatomists  are  be- 
ginfting  to  dtsTike  the  smdl  6f  tht  Idftip  $  that  they  feel  not  the  plea- 
sure, which  tlvey  ought  i(f  fed;  ila  the  actual  inspection  of  the  objecu 
themselves ;  that  they  seldom  p^i^eVere  until  the^  are  faligued,  or  rc« 
jotce  at  being  &tijgued  in  liuch  a^ause';  and  that  they  are  appalled 
at  the  labour  and  toll  that  are  absokitely  necessary  for  th^  successful 
prosecution  of  science.  **  p.  xv.— xviii* 

We  will  concede  to  ut  Barclay,  that  the  fresh  sD(bject  isf  in-^ 
cofl^Murably  the  best  meads  of  studying  anatomy ;  y^e  will  ad- 
mitf  that  dr^ preparations  are  in  some  respects  preferable  to  very 
good  plates  %  and  we  will  even  grant,  that,  in  some  instances, 
plates  hsv6  directly  retarded  the  progress  of  anatomical  know-^. 
ledge  ; — ^still  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive,  that  Dr  Barclay's 
arffomeiita  against  thein  ate  exasgeratedf  and  that  he  has  under- 
vahied  their  advantages.  As  t^  means  of  refreshing  the  me- 
mory ef  those  who  have  studied  the  anatomy  of  the  fresh  »ub« 
voi«  viii.  no;  S2y  <f  g 
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ject»  of  increasing  the  utility  of  dried  preparations  by  supplying' 
the  natural  appearances  of  the  paits  totally  lost  in  these,  and  of 
directing  the  young  student  in  his  researches  and  dissectkxis, 
their  value  is  great  and  obvious.  That  many  content  themselves 
with  examining'plates  without  stbdying  the  works  connected  with 
them  is  no  doubt  true ;  but  these  would  have  equally  ni^lected 
the  works,  though  no  plates  had  accompanied  them ;  and  even  of 
anatomy,  it  is  better  to  have  the  degree  of  knowledge  to  be  got 
from  plates,  than  to  be  ahogetHer  ignorant-  Nor  is  it  necessary ,- 
for  a  plate  to  be  useful,  that  it  be  very  elegant  and  minutely  cor- 
rect. We  have  no  fears  that  bad  copies  of  good  representations 
should  degrade  and  corrupt  the  taste  of  the  student ;  and  in  & 
subject  so  extremely  variable,  accuracy  in  essential*  points,  or 
what  Dr  Barclay  would  perhaps  call  specific  characters,  is  all 
that  is  required. 

We  cannot  possibly  discover,  in  the  laboured  productions  of 
Scarpa  and  Caldani,  Soemmering  and  Gall,^  and  many  living 
anatomists  of  our  own  country,  any  decline  of  the  energies,  and 
of  that  enthusiasm  by  which  the  boundaries  of  the  science  were- 
originally  extended,  or  in  the  admiration  with  which  our  students 
contemplate  them,-  or  the  diligence  with  which  they  pore  over  the 
useful  compilations  of  Fyfe  or  Loder,  any  thing  unfavourable  to 
the  progress  of  anatomy.  At  the  same  time,  while  we  defend 
the  utihty  of  plates  against  Dr  Barclay's  general'  objections,  we 
have  no  inclination,  in  reference  to  his  own  publication,  to  ask 
•^  Why  is  it  not  accompanied  with  plates  l'^ 

In  an  introduction,  our  author  gives  some  general  ideas  con* 
cerniifg  the  different  ramified  systems  of  the  body;  and  here  again 
he  comments  upon  the  bad  effects  of  even  the  best  engravings. 

'^  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  greater  regularity  of  all  the  larger  ra* 
mifications  in  the  animal  kingdom,  every  individual  exhibits  many  pe- 
culiar varieties  in  the  smaller  branches,  and  even  in  some  of  the  larger 
branches,  where  parts  are  diseased,  or  where  habits  are  formed  of  va- 
ried extensive  and  voluntary  motions.  Such  varieties,  in  copying  firom 
natutei  are  often  represented  in  anatomical  engravings,  and  references^ 
often  made  indiscriminately,  to  the  varieties  as  well  as  to  £he  common 
ramifications.  These  engravings,  again,  if  works  of  celebrity,  are  of- 
ten, along  with  their  verbal  descrii^itions,  and  with  very  little  change, 
copied  by  others,  while  these  copies,  passing  for  originals  with  the 
young  and  unsuspicious,  the  conclusion  is,  that  branchings  described 
by  so  many  anatomists  in  different  countries,  and  at  different  periods, 
must  be  branchings,  if  not  universally  present,  at  least  very  general 
among  the  species. 

**  On  this  hypothesis,  and  with  a  persuasion  that  appearances  observ- 
ed, and  w^th  little  variation  in  every  individual,  must  be  matters  of  im- 
portance, and  among  the  essential  characters  of  the  species,  the  student- 
proceeds  to  examine  them  with  care,  and,  trying  to  remembtr  them 
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with  their  connexfoits  and  relative  situations,  soon  finds  that  his  labours 
are  Tain,  and  desists  from  his  task  in  a  fit  of  despondency ; — nor  need 
his  despondency  be  a  matter  of  wonder.  "  p.  xiv.  xr'. 

**  Fortunately  it  is  neither  necefiary  nor  proper,  the  very  attempt  being 
equally  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe.  Let 
him  only  c^mpanp*  with  thefe  plates  and  defcriptions^  a  few  preparations 
where-  the  vefiels  have  been  fuccefsfuUy  inje^led,  or  the  branchings  of 
nerves  minutely  difief^ed ;  be  (hall  fee  his  preparations  in  the  f mailer 
branches  differing  widely,  not  only  from  the  plates,  but  from  one  another; 
and  ihall  fee  each  preparation  exhibiting  branches  and  ramifications  pecu^ 
liar  to  itfelfy  exhibiting  many  not  referred  to  in  the  plates,  and  wanting 
many  that  are  there  honoured  with  obtrufive  references  and  tedious  de- 
fcriptions.  Such  a  companion  mud  foon  convince  him,  that  many 
branches  and  ramifications  defcribed  by  anatomifts,  are  the  mere  pecu* 
liarities  of  individuals,  and  yet  thefe  not  a  tenth,  nor  a  twentieth  part  of 
what  they  might  have  talked  of,  had  they  defcended  to  Hill  fmaller 
branches,  nor  one  million  cf  a  thoufand  millions,  had  they  taken  the  mi* 
crofcope,  and  tried  to  difcover,  enumerate,  and  defcribe  the  extreme 
branches  that  elude  the  fight  of  the  naked  eye.  *'  p.  Xvi, 

Accordingly  our  author,  in  imitation  of  the  systematic  writers 
on  natural  history,  has  endeavoured  to  describe,  not  the  indivi* 
dual,  but  the  species. 

«•  In  defcribing  the  four  ramified  fyftems,  as  occurring  in  man  and  the 
lower  animals,  under  a  great  variety  of  forms,  we  perhaps,  like  the  natu^ 
ralift,  might  find  it  necefiary  to  divide  each  into  different  orders,  genera, 
and  fpecies.  *  But,  confining  our  views  to  the  ramified  fyfiems  of  the 
human  body,  the  chara6lers  which  diftinguifh  their  different  orders,  gene-* 
ra,  and  fpecies,  fall  not  within  the  plan  of  our  inquiry.  We  have  merely 
to  feled  the  chara6iers  of  the  fpecies  from  the  varieties  that  difiioguiniin* 
dividuals.  Thus,  in  comparing  the  arterial  branches  and  ramifications  of 
many  individuals^  we  have  to  examine  all  tb6  appearances  wherein  they 
differ,  and  wherein  they  agree  ;  wherein  they  agree  often,  and  wherein 
ieldom  ;  to  difiinguifh  what  are  regular  from  what  are  variable,  what  are 
peculiar  from  what  are  general ;  and  then  to  fix  on  the  regular  and  gene« 
ral  as  the  charaders  of .  the  fpecies :  Noting  at  the  fame  time  the  nature! 
and  frequency  of  the  exceptions  from  the  general  rule^  but  omitting  en« 
tirely  the. uncertain  and  unimportant  varieties  that  difiinguifh  individuals* 
and  which,  never  can  be  objeds  of  any  defcriptioa  that  is  applicable  ta 
the  fpeeies* 

"  By  leaving  as  uncertain  ^vhat  is  uncertain,  and  defcribing  as  regular 
only  what  is  regular,  we  fiiould  greatly  facilitate  the  progrefs  of  anatomy^ 
relieve  our  defcriptions  from  a  great  number  of  ufelefs  incumbrances,  pre* 
vent  trifles  from  minglitig  themfelves  with  matters  of  importance,  and 
give  to  our  details  a  charader  of  cleamefs,  manhnefsi  and  interefi,  which 
they  hitherto  have  not  had, 

•  ««  The  rete  mirabile  of  Galen,  the  rete  mirabile  of  Hovius,  the  ramidcation  ot 
the  humeral  artery  aa  io  the  lemur,  the  ramiacadona  of  the  mesenteric  as  in  the  sow, 
and  the  ramifications  of  the  renal  as  in  Uie<at,  ace  properly  generic  rainzliwatianito 

og2 
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«<  Siiould  it  beobjeded  to  fuch  defcriptions,  tliit  tliey  miift«ccfefin> 
bo  vague  and  ioiperfe^,  tbe  rrply  is,  that  they  tnuft  certstniy  bengne  ud 
Hnperfedy  confidrred  as  defcriptiens  of  any  individosd,  jwft  at  defcRpttonfr 
nf  any  individual  moft  be  vague  and  iinperfe£^dei«ripitioii9  of  tiie  ijpeeies* 
But  although  the  uniform  charaders  of  the  fpeciea  be  nore  gmnl  tlian 
the  varietiea  ofv  the  indi^idu^,  it  does  not  fisilow  that  the  defeiiptioa  of 
Aefe  general  chara^era  may  not  be  fully  as  minute  and  aBCunle  ai  that 
of  the  individual  vnrieUer,''  X  p.  xix-^xiei. 

llie  difficulty  of  such  an  undertaking  mmt  be  obvkHis,  be« 
eaose  whatever  tmtb  there  may  be  in  tm  censure  of  many  ana^ 
tomists,  For  descrilMng;  as  common,  wh at  pefrhap^  belongs oalyt^ 
an  individual,  still  the  principle  of  describing  the  sp^de*  of  ar term! 
laroification,  k  founded  on  a  false  analogy.     In  anatomy,  tbe 
formation  of  species,  varieties  and  exception^)  must  be  entirely 
arbitrary,  and  is  not,  as  in  natural  history,  connected  with^8sen» 
tial  characters,     ta  arterial  distribution,  there  is  no  such  tfainf^ 
as  species ;  we  have  merely  individuals,  which  have  more  or  tess^ 
i^esemblance  to  eaeh  others  and  the  only  classification  of  which 
ihey  admit  is  into  unique,  rare,,  common,  and  general.    But 
while  we  deny  and  utterly  reject  the  ful^  ^appellation,  by  wfaicn 
Dr  Barclay  would  give  a  systematic  air  txv  hia  descriptions,  we 
are  far  from  finding  fault  with  their  kind^  and  we  consider  the 
student  under  very  great  obligations  to  our  aiHhor,  for  teaching 
bim  to  appreciate  duly  the  dmerence  between  what  ia  univemlr 
common,  and  rare,  and  also  between  thosd  casea  wiiere  the  variety 
of  distribution  is  limited  in  number,  and  where  il  ia<  aUnost  afr 
numerous  as  the  individual. 

On  the  nomenclature  o£  tbe  »?teries,  w€  conlllnat esqpect Dr 
Barclay  to  be  silenL 

«<  With  the  names  of  the  arteries,  I  (hall  take  few  Ilberliesr  except 
where  they  Ibad  to  ambiguity  or  error  $  or  where  a  change  woidd-iiapliff 
and  improve  the  language  of  defcrtption. 

«  When  they  are  named  ftorn  their  deftination,  or  from  tile  011^  on 
which  they  are  ramitied,  they  and  the  organs,  when  the  change  can  be 
made  without  much  innovation,  fhould  always  have  their  names  from  the 
£ime  language.  For  infbince,  tbe  names  of  the  principa]  mofelin  attach- 
ed to  the. tongue,  have  aq  allufion  to  its  Greek  name  glofiat;  while  the 
name  of  the  artery  has  an  allulion  to  its  Latin  name  lingua*  It  would 
have  been  better  had  the  fhme  epithet  which  diftiogtettftes  the  nuifcles^ 
and  a  pair  of  the  nerves  belonging  to  the  tongue,  been  alfo  made  to  di^ 
tsnguiih  the  artery. 

•*  The  parts  of  arteries  fhonld*  never  be  defcribeduoder  feparUe  head* 
ms  if  they  were  whole  or  entire  arteries  ;  what  we  denominate  file  fobda' 

'■■■'■'"■'     '  '  ■  ■  ^      "    ■■'  '  ■«  ,, 

\  **  It  b  much  to  be  regretted  that  such  ^Usti&rtions  ace  not  oftencr  aoade,  ana' 
that  fhe  fashion  of  describing  individiials  tnatead  of  tbe  species^  ie  leattfely  »  n>o^ 
common  error  in  anatomy,  than  the  fashion  in  praedoe  of'  preicribii^  for  the  sp*; 
«iei instead  of  the  indirUltta^,  i^ho often  twaUows uniTeisal  remediearcoomsend^ 
iodiicriminately  by  impostors,  to  both  sesMi  tfnd  to  ali-Tanetiea.  of  aar>  «BA^iiii0B»* 
yrevious  bebita,  and  ifiUasyacrasiear'* 
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mmn^  tk  axiOaij,  mod  the  hnmend  aiteriei,  zvt  but  different  parts  of  the 
jame  Imaki  and  what  sre  denomiaate  the  comcaoQ  iUac,  the  external  iUac» 
the  common  femoral^  the  faperfidai  femora!,  the  popliteal*  and  pofieiior 
tihial«  are  d&rent  portioiu  of  another  tnink^  It  is  furely  abfurd^  thK 
^thefe*  different  parts  (hoidd  each  have  a  name ;  and  yet,  that  Uie  tcAofec 
of  which  they  are  partSf  fhoold  have  no  names.  W  here  it  is  expedient 
i(and  thene  are  cafes  where  it  may  be  expedient)  to  diftingui/h  the  parts 
by  appropiiate  names»  let  them  be  difUngui(hed  by  aH  means,  but  let  them 
iftill  be  diftjDguiiked  as  parts,  and  not  as  wholes.  ^     p.  x&viii,  xxix. 

Having  dwelt  at  so  great  length  oti  the  iatrodactory  reniarkt 
of  Dr  Bardajr,  we  shall  enter  very  brieSy  into  the  work  it^dt 
IffKleed  it  would  be  prqK)sterous  to  attempt  a  regular  analysis  of 
A  publicatioa  of  tiiis  nature.  We  have  only  to  describe  It  gene- 
rally, and  to  give  a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exe» 
ciited.  la  one  word  it  is  a  most  provoking  bode.  Wd  have  learnt 
from  it,  that  ail  oar  supposed  knowledge  of  ang^eiology  is  found^^ 
•ed  in  error,  tbat  the  time  we  bestowed  In  learning  the  divisions 
and  subdivisicms  of  the  arteries  was  all  njispent,  and  that  the 
labour  with  which  we  constructed  and  impressed  upon  iour  me- 
mory, tabular  themes  of  the  distribution  of  arteries,  was  worse 
than  useless.  To  anatomical  discoverers^  this  book  is  a  most  mor^ 
tifying  production.  It  almost  precludes  tbe  possibility  of  claim- 
ing any  credit  for  havii^g  had  the  good  luck  to  meet  with,  or  tbe 
attention  to  describe,  any  supposed  deviation  from  tbe  usual  arw 
^angement  of  the  vessels*  According  to  Dr  Barclay  there  is  no 
uniformity,  and,  except  in  the  very  large  trunks,  Nothing  but  end* 
less  variety,  and,  we  had  almost  added,  confusion^  Thus,  s^eakp 
iqg  of  the  burner^  artery,  he  says— ^ 

"  The  humeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artery  commences  where  the 
-axillary  portion  eQds,  and  is  ufaaHy  defcribed  as  extending  dienee  to  the 
band  of  the  arm,  where  it  divides  into  the  radial  and  ulnar  branches.  -  But 
this  defcriptton*  although  cooMent  with  the  figures  given  by  Enftachina 
•ad  HaUer^  does  not  correspond  with  the  appearances  which  the  artery 
viten  exhibits  in  the  fpecies.  If  the  humersd  portion  is  te  be  defined  as 
terminating  always  in  what  are  called  the  radial  and  ulnar  branches,  ther6 
are  many  cafes,  where  it  muft.  terminate  )iear  the  axilla,  and  at  all  the  di£- 
taoces  between  that  and  the  bend  of  the  arm.  On  the  other  hand,  4f  it  be 
4efi9ed  as  always  extending  to  the  bend  of  the  arm>  one  or  other  of  the 
(wo  branches,  which  are  npw  denominated  the  radial  and  ulnar,  mnft  afr 
/ume  the  name  of  Humeral  Artery ;  fo  that  tbe  term  Humeral  Artery ^  or 
bumeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artery,  mud,  at  different  times,  be  made  te 
ix>nvey  very  different  meaoingf.  As  for  HaHer's  figure  of  this  artery^ 
and  its  ramifications,  after  what  he  has  faid  concerning  the  principles  oa 
which  he  proceededj  it  cannot  be  thought  difrefpe^ful  or  injurious  to  his 
high  9nd  juftly  acquired  reputation,  to  fay,  it  is  not  an  accurate  defcription 
€>(  any  appearance  that  is  common  to  the  fpecies  ;  nor,  indeed,  a  defcrip* 
tion  applicable  throughout  to  any  appearance  that  occurs  in  individuals, 
.^(^  Ibcrely  ;i.defcnption  of  one  of  the  occaConal  appearances  of  the  arter»- 
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along  with  Tarieties  of  ramification  which  he  had  obferred  at  different 
timesy  and  in  different  fubjefks,  and  from  which  he  had  formed  that  ideal 
combinattony  which  the  figure  reprefents.  His  honeft  and  manly  decla- 
ration of  the  motives  by  which  he  was  afknated,  in  conftru^ing  that  fi- 
garCy  fliould  exempt  him  from  cenfure  ;  but  in  what  manner  ihsdl  we  rin- 
dicate  thofe,  who,  not  looking  beyond  the  figure,  have  fervilely  defcribed 
his  ideal  combination  at  the  time  they  were  pretending  to  be  copying  from 
nature,  and  thereby  have  led  a  number  of  thofe,  who  carelefsly  confided 
in  their  defcriptioni,  to  entertain  the  erroneous  opinion,  that  the  humeral 
artery,  in  fize,  diilribution,  and  raroification,  is  remarkably  regular  through- 
out the  fpecies.  Their  feveral  accounts,  upon  the  idea  that  they  were 
taked  from  a^ual  obfervation,  were  naturally  viewed  as  corroborative  evi- 
dence  of  one  another,  and  accordingly,  the  whole  confidered  as  a  proof, 
'that  the  artery  had  the  fame,  or  neaHy  the  fame  appearance  and  character, 
in  all  the  individuals  where  it  had  been  examined.  So  late  even  as  the 
time  of  Camper,  the  figures,  in  both  Euftachius  and  Haller,  which  were 
thought  to  be  confirmed  by  thefe  fhadows  of  a6lual  obfervation,  are  ap- 
pealed  to  as  evidence,  that  the  high  divifion  of  the  humeral  artery  does 
not  exid,  or  occur  but  feldom.  The  truth  however  is,  the  high  divifion 
occurs  fo  often,  that  we  can  hardly,  with  any  propriety,  call  it  an  ano- 
maly, or  prefume  to  mention  the  place  or  manner  of  the  divifion  that  are 
common  to  €he  fpecies. 

•*  By  the  humeral  artery,  or  the  humeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artery, 
we  are  fimply  to  underfiand  that  continuation  of  the  axillary  portion,  from 
which  the  three  arteries  of  the  fore- arm,  the  radial,  the  ulnar,  and  the  in- 
terofleal,  derive  their  origin  :— the  place  and  manner  of  that  origin  to 
be  left  undefined,  as  thefe  differ  in  different  individuals.  In  a  rare  inftance, 
which  I  have  feen,  and  which  is  ftill  preferved  in  my  col)e<5lion,  the  three 
arteries  fpring  up  together  at  the  bend  of  the  argi.  But  if  one  of  the 
three  arife  feparately,  as  is  generally  the  cafe,  then  the  humeral  artery,  or 
what  I  would  call  the  humeral  artery,  will  afterwards  terminate  in  the  o^ 
ther  two.  Thus,  for  example,  if  the  radial  artery  arife  firft,  the  humeral 
artery  will  terminate  in  the  ulnar  and  internfleal ;  if  the  ulnar  artery  arife 
firft,  the  humeral  will  terminate  in  the  radial  and  interoifeal ;  or,  .if  the 
interoifeal  arife  firft,  the  humeral  will  terminate  in  the  radial  and  ulnar. 
The  firft  cafe  is  common,  the  fecond  is 'frequent,  but  the  third  is  rare. 

*'  In  all  cases,  the  humeral  artery  is  inimediately  under  the  inter- 
ments and  fascia,  situated  on  the  ulnar  side  of  the  biceps  ; '  the  ulnar, 
also,  and  interosseal,  when  they  rise  high,  regularly  continue  on  the 
same  side.  Nay,  even  the  radial,  when  it  rises  high,  seldom,  if  ever, 
crosses  the  biceps,  till  that  muscle  sends  off  the  tendinous  aponeuix)4 
tis,  which  generally,  if  not  always,  protects  this  artery,  as  it  pa'sse^ 
obliquely  to  its  own  side.  *  Whatever  be  the  branch,  also,  of  the  fore- 
arm, that  is  sent  off  in  the  region  of  the  humerus,  it  is  never  separat- 
ed far  from  the  trunk.  Of  the  three,  however,  the  ulnar,  from  its 
running  occasionally  peripherad  of  the  fascia,  is  that  which  admits 
of  separation  to  the  greatest  distance.  The  separated  branches 
tun  parallel,  or  nearly  parallel,  to  the  course  of  the  trunk,  as  Ur  as 
l|e  digital  extremity  of  the  humerus,  unless  that  brSnch  be  (he  radi4 


1  caoBDES:  ffikuflmw,  anxni]^  31  libs  ^jondk^  ^^tt  ^t^  ii«9)rry^vvl  >*f^>«l<^t^ 
tke  azilli  anfl  d^ov-asniBy  ass^  ofiiudt^  in  !$jcnkt  ^>((N;'W^X'  ^  iA>i^^M'<^ 
-can  be  caiU  aeprnilar.    "One  Pja^rcxa^Ji  Hi^Wkiu  ^  X:**  Vf?.  *!>  k  5s.ht. 

ed  vidii  dae  cMdoen  that  laave  sdU  )«s  <i  iHm  ^h^K^IM  ^'^A^<jiit:^\  ''^ 
p.96— lOSb 

Tlie  qao«adoD  dow  matde,  will  iSi^nPf'  »$;  ^  f^ir  ^>N'^A^^\  hsIT  t V 
Baidaj's  sljk,  manner,  and  views*  IW5x W  I W  W^^^V  ^^^^KM^Vn^^ 
.and  cntical  obsernitions  with  which  ihtft  dr>('i^<^i^*  i^  ^'^^<\\\^\^'^ 
is  rdiered,  the  Talaeof  the  work  is  fi-nH^jK^w^ly  W^h«^^hVH\  Ky  0^^ 
introdoctMHi  of  physiological  aud  praciic^  4V«>«4k*  ^jSM^^^^-H'^^ 
with  his  salject.  We  need  scaix^ly  «i\Klj>  thwi.  xsf^  *vsAMm\^w^^v^ 
this  wiM-k  to  the  student  of  anatomy  ^  «Mu)  uhluvu^h  \\^  ^\^\  \\\^\ 
Dr  Barclay  had  introduced  his  new  U04Ut>iuUu^^v  4^*^^  *iJvah  U\^v. 
ly,  and  only  where  common  laugua^fo  WtiA  ^ivU\i«|^t«^M)»  ^\\\  VSt 
sofficitot  for  his  purpose,  we  must  ctMifrM^  ih^l  "^P  WyASW^^S^^Y- 
er  familiar  with  his  new  terms  tl^an  wci  <^\))^i1tpii)t 


II. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Process  qfNtttwe  in  r^}M^Uf^^  tijf^i^  ^'Ay 
Intestines  s  illustrating  the  Tr^ntmenl  ^f  f*$H^kAU^  fH^^i'^^^ 
ond  Strangulated  Hernia.  By  WKNj^Mjii  |'h^v  j>iii.;,  ]).;|Uv>U- 
strator  of- Anatomy  at  Guy's  Iloc^lHMli  HiUB^-'^Hi  IH  fh»i  \U\\' 
East  India  Company^  and  to  ihe^  humUm  iomumij^,  Iwv  \M^' 
eases  of  the  Eye.    London,  i«l'^     t^va.     pf).  iif^. 

^IX^E  have  perused  ihi»  n)Ume  wiil>  great  fciUiaructivnt-  Th^ 
'^J  ingenious  author  hiii^  (efetablj;,hi>il  ^t^Vbul  vt.i>  jiupavUuU 
points,  and  has  every  wber«  «Ih>wu  Jniijs/Llf  tij  hu  posjbwVacvl  i^f 
great  acuteness,  ob$erYatXmif  <^«ul  i^duauy.  Wc  jnu^wi:^!  \o  jjivc 
a  summary  of  the  c^mteuu  of  U^e  yoUiina- 

Mr  Travers  divid^^  itfyinei^  inU)  l^^*?  L'la.ssjt'.s;  jIkj^c  whivli 
have  an  inber^it  power  of  ^vedrebi;,  ^ud  tl^oc  ^\|iii.l)  icml  to  ii)- 
j^vitable  de£tructJoii«    "^Vh^  mix-^icciioi^  Qt  t|iii  tIaa*i<iLaiiuu  if- 
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ebvioos;  bQt  U  i^  of  little  con^equepc^  to  the  c))ai^cter  of  a  wQrk| 
ivhoBe  object  is  to  ascertain  Uie  plan  ^nd  UniU  of  the  opcr^upiy 
of  natare  io  an  important  class  of  injuries,  to  compare  tfae  ^ct^ 
of  bistdrj  with  the  resoUs  pf  es^p^imentt  and  from  tbepo  spurce^ 
to  derive  a  rational  and  consistent  theory  of  treatipeiu.  To  jtbi^ 
inquiry  he  was  led,  by  observing  the  piiai^ropis  ^xaii^pi^  of 
spoalaneous  recovery  froto  wounds  of  tbue  intestinal  caoai  and 
mortified  hernia ;  our  ignorance  of  the  process  whkh  Nature 
adopts  on  theie  occasions ;  the  frequent  &ilttres  of  ifae  eontriv- 
ances  of  art  $  and  the  diversity  of  opinion  which  distracts  At 
nractidonen  In  having  recourse  to  experiments  oo  animais  to 
elucidate  bis  doubts,  our  author  controverts  the  opinion,  that  the 
difference  of  economy  in  animals  of  different  species,  does  noi^ 
warrant  thp  transfbrelhcy  of  the  results  of  experiments  performed 
upon  one  to  another,  by  affirming  that  the  points  of  analogy  in 
Ibe  general  structure  and  functions  of  all  animals  of  the  same 
class  infinitely  pfq)6nderate  oyer  the  points  of  difierenoe. 

In  the  arrangement  of  his  inquiry,  ne  proceeds  from  the  most 
simple  to  the  complicated  forms  of  injury ;  and  tbe  first  import^ 
ant  question  of  whiph  he  treats  is,  **  Wnpther  woupds  oftfie  in- 
testines be  foDo^^ed  by  efiusion  of  their  contents  into  th^  abdo? 
loien  ?  '*  'The  prevalent  ppini(»is,  that  effusion  from  the  intes* 
tines  in  whatever  degree  is  fatal,  and  that  it  is  the  uniform  con* 
yequencfs,  of  a  wound,  place  the  practical  importance  of  this 
question  in  a  strong  point  of  view,  as,  in  our  author's  opinion, 
the  latter  of  these  assertions  is  contradicted  by  dissection,  and 
by  the  fact»  that  persons  have  recovered  from  wounds  of  the  iu-» 
testines,  as  proved  both  by  the  direction  and  depth  of  the  wound, 
and  by  the  discharge  of  blood  upWards.  and  downwards.  These 
leave  no  doubt  that  effusion  of  their '  pqn^eqts  is  by  no  mean^  a 
necessary  consequence  of  injuries  of  ^he  intestines,  infiicte^  by 
accident)  or  intentionally  for  the  sake  of  ^:i^p^rinient. 

In  the  second  chapter,  Mr  Trsvers  treats  of  the  adhesive  in- 
Hanimation  of  the  peritonsspm,  of  which  a  breach  of  continuity, 
and  a  violent  separation  of  parts  naturally  in  opposition,  are  twq 
powerful  ftxciting  causes,  fhe  influence  of  tli^  latter  ciireuni- 
stance  is  so  great,  that  M^  T.  says,  ''  If  the  intestine'  when 
protruded,  be  gradually  and  softly  returned  in  its  natural  oVdej?, 
)t  recovers  position  and  function  without  much  cons^ucnVip- 
ilamznation.  If,  on  the  ^ther  hand,  it  be  put  bncH  in  tne  mass^ 
without  attention  to  the  course  of  the  canal,  its  organic  function 
is  suspended,  and  it  becoii>es  an  irritant.  Inflammation  rapidly 
supervenes,  Jymph  is  efiused  in  (lakes,  and  the  folds  are  univer- 
telly  agglutinated.  '*  We  need  scarcely  Call  the  attention  of  our 
jreadei's  to  the  practical  application  of  thisremarL    From  expcri- 
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T(i<m\f  VfmAB  U>  9SG^rl;ajn  the  me^  pf  reparation  adopted  hj  na^ 
t^i^e  jjx  penetrating  wQand9  unattejuded  b^  exposure  of  the  jmtf 
^d  frPW  ob^rvatipu?  which  have  occi>rn*d  in  practice,  Mr  Tr«v 
vers  ascribes  the  h^ppy  tern^iodtion  io  a  grieat  oiea^ure  to  th^ 
ilf^i^nic^  con^^utipp  of  tb.e  abdominal  cavity^  ^  it  is  c«l)ed^ 
)n  ^hi<pb  the  outer  $ur&ce^  of  i^3  contents  a^e  every whf?re  ill 
pQ|it9Ct  with  e;9ph  other,  o^  tlie  inner  surface  of  the  cpntgiDiog 
pmrjL^,  ^  |h|it  in  ppii^t  gf  fj^ct  tberp  is  m  cavity. 

*^  Ffon  thfse  (details  it  appears,  that  farther  essential  adv^nt^igtv 
pre  di^riyed  iroja  the  absolute  fulness  of  the  abdopoea :  th^t  it  no| 
only  prf  veots  effasiop ,  but  provides  tb^  meaas  of  |:0stpraticm ;  that  tbf 
process  of  spontaneous  rej^^ration  e9seBtialI^  depends  upon  the  inde^ 
%ute  e^ti^psioq  of  the  peritonaeuna,  (by  which  meipbranous  surfanes^ 
l4^Dtica)  ii|  tlieir  or^aqization  and  properties,  are  every»'h)sre  op» 
posed) I  and  upon  its  disposition  to  assume  th^  adhesive  iudamioAr 
flion.  Thu^»  if  a  bowel  b^  wouq4ed  lyjng  in  contact  with  the  perito^ 
pscuip  of  the  inusclesy  it  repairs  itself  by  th^  mutu^^l  adhesion  of  tb^ 
cut  Surfaces ;  another,  n)ore  distant  from  the  paiietes,  contracts  ^ , 
slose  adhesion  with  the  contiguous  fold,  or  lays  hold  of  the  adjacent 
omentum.  *  If  the  \ypand  is  ^n  orifice  from  loss  of  substance,  it  h 
nefirer  obliterated  by  the  deposition  of  new  matter,  but  by  the  perma^ 
nent  close  adhesion  of  the  surface  applied  to  its  margm  $  if  pn  tli^ 
*  coptf ary  it  is  (iniply  a  division  of  substance,  as  in  a  clean  cut  wound, 
the  sides  may  unite  per  se^  without  contracting  any  surrounding  adber 
aipn^,  as  happened  ip  the  instance  of  the  sailor  before  mentioned ;  In 
which  case  it  appears  probable  that  the  cicatrix  will  escape  detection.** 

The  real  danger  of  simple  itaei^tinai  wounds,  depends  upon  the 
it\Q^mm(Kliw  not  being  cirpufnscrjbed  to  the  immediate  Ttcinit^ 
of  the  injury,  but  becoming  diffused  and  extensive.  The  for* 
mer  is  sahitary,  and  the  process  by  which  nature  repairs  the  in* 
juij ;  the  latter  proves  destructive,  either  by  tending  directly  to 
y^angppne,  or  in  healthier  subjects  in  the  adhesive  stage.  Effu- 
sion of  bile,  urine,  or  fecnient  matter,  prove  uniformly  fatal,  by 
their  irritating  quality  eliciting  inflammation  j  but  effbsed  blood 
does  not  irritate  until  it  become  decomposed,  and  may  be  re^ 
moved  with  suC<ccss.  The  practical  inferences  which  Mr  Tra- 
vers  has  drawn  from  his  consideralion  of  this  subject,  is  to  assist 
the  salutary  processes  of  nature  by  total  abstinence  from  solid 
food,  allowing  no  nourishment  but  drink  of  easy  absorption, 
given  very  sparingly  and  at  long  intervals,  with  a  rigid  preservar 

*  '<  *  It  does  not  seem  necessary, '  says  Mr  Hunter,  <  that  both 
surfaces  which  are  to  be  united  should  be  in  a  state  of  ioflammationi^' 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  union ;  it  appears  only  necessary  thaf 
one  should  be  in  such  a  state,  which  is  to  furnish  the  materials,  via* 
to  throw  out  the  coagulating  lymph,  and  the  opposite  uoinflamed 
surface  accepts  sin^ply  ^f  the  union.  '* '  p.  25Z 
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ticD  of  die  supine  po«tare,  continiied  as  long  as  snch  treatment 
is  indicated,  together  with  early ,  free,  and  repeated  blood-let- 
tin;;,  general  and  local,  without  any  fear  of  reducing  the  power 
of  the  system  below  the  means  of  reparation. 

The  third  chapter  contains  the  details  of  experiments^  sliow- 
ini;  the  effects  of  extciisiTe  wounds  of  the  intestines  i  and  in  the 
fourth  he  has  given,  in  addition  to  his  own  experiments,  the 
substance  of  those  performed  by  Mr  Astley  Cooper,  Dr  Thomp- 
MD,  Regius  Professor  of  Military  Surgery  in  this  University, 
and  Dr  Smith  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  operation  and  eftcts  of 
ligatures  and  sutures  in  wounds  of  the  intestines,  from  all  of 
which  he  has  drawn  the  following  conclusion. 
'  ^  1  •  Effusion  of  the  intestinal  matters  rarely  takes  place  m  pene- 
trating wounds.  The  impediment  to  effbsion  consists,  first,  m  the 
resi^ance  which  the  mechanism  of  the  abdomen  opposes,  and  second- 
ly, in  the  circtnnstances  contingent  upon  and  peculiar  to  intestbal 
wounds.  By  the  former  statement  I  mean  the  general  contact  and 
etpal  pressure  before  exphuned ;  by  the  latter,  the  processes  of  erer* 
sion,  contraction,  and  peritoneal  adhesion. 

**  2.  Effusion  of  the  intestinal  matters  more  readily  takes  place 
from  lacerated  and  ulcerated  apertures,  because  in  these  the  combi* 
nation  of  the  causes  of  impediment  is  destroyed. 

**  3.  The  uniform  contiguity  of  the  peritoneal  surfaces,  and  the 
ready  disposition  of  these  surfaces  to  assume  the  adhesive  inflamma- 
tion, are  the  means  provided  by  Nature  for  the  reparation  of  intesti- 
nal wounds  and  injuries. 

**  4.  By  these  means  punctured  and  small  incised  wounds,  trans- 
verse or  longitudinal,  and  apertures  from  excision  of  substance,  readi- 
ly admit  of  spontaneous  cure. 

^  5.  It  is  even  possible  under  certain  conditions,  that*  after  a  woond 
hj  which  the  intestine  is  half  divided,  the  tube  may  be  impeifectly 
restored  upon  the  same  principle ;  but  wounds  amounting  to  a  dirtd 
sUvision  of  the  canal  are  irreparable,  and  therefore  invariably  latal. 

^^  6*  Where  the  division  is  indirect ^  as  by  the  operation  of  a  Btrio 
ture,  natural  or  artificial,  the  injury  admits  of  qpeedy  and  perfect  re* 
covery. 

**  7*  Where  a  ligature  includes  a  portion  of  the  partes  intestinaliSt 
the  process  of  reparation  is  precisely  similar  to  thai  which  takes 
place  where  no  ligature  is  employed,  viz.  the  adhesive  inflammatioa 
mai^ining  the  ulcerated  wound  in  one  case,  and  the  simple  inciaed 
wound  in  the  other,  attaches  the  adjacent  peritoneal  surface. 

••  8.  Ligatures  of  every  description,  un confined  at  the  external 
wound,  separate  into  the  canal  and  pass  off  with  its  contents ;  not 
from  any  law  of  the  economy,  which  has  been  adduced  in  explana- 
tion of  some  similar  invariable  phenomena  of  which  the  cause  was  not 
obvious,  but  from  their  speedy  and  complete  investment  by  the  unit- 
ing medium. 

'  ^^^he  union  of  a  dH  id  ed  bowel  requires  the  contact  ef  the  col  ei* 
tremities  in  their  entire  clrcuiiiference,  e£ectively  to  ret-ist  the  nauscular 
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action  opposed  to  an  artificial  connexion  during  the  process  of  union. 
The  species  of  suture  employed  is  of  secondary  importance,  if  it  se» 
cures  this  contacL 

**  10.  The  mode  of  reparation,  adopted  in  those  wounds  of  the 
intestines  which  are  connected  by.  artificial  means,  proceeds  upon  the 
same  uniform  principle  as  is  exhibited  in  spontaneous  repairs.  But 
the  effect  is  varied,  inasmuch  as  retraction  of  the  divided  parts  being 
in  ihe  former  prevented,  the  cylinder  of  the  intestine  is  preserved  by 
a  process  of  independent  union,  whereas,  in  the  latter,  the  union  is  ef- 
fected entirely  b/the  medium  of  surrounding  parts. "     p.  1 32—135. 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  the  practical  application  of  the 
results  of  the  preceding  chapters,  to  complicated  wounds  attend- 
ed by  feculent  discharge;  and  from  the  consideration  of  many 
cases  upon  record,  he  concludes,  that  the  intestinal  aperture  re- 
tains^ its  opposition  to  the  peritoneal  wound ;  that  the  free  egress 
of  matters  by  the  wound  prevents  obstructions  in  the  canal,  and 
consequently  relieves  the  patient  from  the  local  and  constitutional 
disturbance^  of  which  obstruction  is  a  never- failing  cause;  that 
the  passage  of  the  matter  by  the  wound,  does  not  in  any  degree 
impede  the  subsequent  efforts  of  mature  to  restore  the  canal;  and 
that  the  injury  carries  with  it  the  means  of  redressing  an  intlam* 
ination  sufficient  for  its  reparation.  In  wounds  of  the  belly  ac^ 
companied  by  prolapse,  if  the  intestine  be  not  wounded,  it*is  to 
be  carefully  reduced  inch  by  inch;  but  where  the  intestine  is  also 
wounded,  Mr  Travers  strongly  recommends  the  following  prac- 
ticCf  and  upon  grounds  which  appear  to  lis  decisive. 

**  Let  a  small  round  sewing  neeSle,  armed  with  a  silk  thread,  be 
passed  near  to  the  lines  formed  at  the  bases  of  the  everted  lips.  The 
thread  is  to  be  carried  at  short  regular  distances  through  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  wound,  the  operator  being  mindful  that  an  equal  porttoa 
of  the  edges  is  included  in  each  stitch.  When  the  suture  is  finished, 
let  the  thread  be  securely  fastened,  and  cut  close  to  the  knot.  The  re- 
duction of  the  prolapsed  fold  should  then  be  conducted  with  the  nicest 
caution ;  and  when  completed,  the  wound  of  the  teguments  should  be 
treated  with  a  stitch,  a  plaster,  or  a  poultice,  as  circumstances  dictate. 

"  The  practice  embraces  two  points.  1  st,  The  accurate  closure  of 
the  intestinal  wound,  by  whicli  the  case  is  reduced  to  one  of  simple 
prolapse.  2d,  The  careful  reduction  of  the  protruded  part,  and  the 
union  of  the  divided  integuments.  The  treatment  of  the  two  wounds 
is  thus  made  perfectly  distinct;  and  I  contend  that  this  distinction,  by 
which  the  practice  is  materially  simplified,  is  indicated  by  the  facts 
on  evidence,  viz.  the  independent  restoration  of  the  cylinder,  and  the 
provision  made  for  the  ligature  in  that  process.  The  principle  of  a 
preternatural  connexion  between  the  bowel  and  the  tegument  where 
the  union  is  obtained  by  the  suture,  upon  which  all  writers  have  in- 
sisted as  essential,  is  a  false  one;  if  it  were  nut,  a  depending  ligatvuQ 
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woold  be  nugatory;  but  ifhoerer  will  carefuUf  examine  the  proeesa 

.  aT  muorauoot  will  conoe  to  the  stronger  conclasion,  that  it  is  ixijiiri* 

ous,  and  in  direct  yiolation  to  the  procedure  of  Nature.  **  p«  I66»  189> 

This  chapler  concludes  widi  a  few  observatioiis  oti  artificial 
anus  at  a  consequence  of  wounds.  Our  author  Aen  proceeds  to 
the  consideration  of  strangulation,  primary  and  secondary,  of  the 
intestines,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  produces  death.  He  imi- 
tated the  former  by  making  a  fight  figature  upon  the  protruded 
gut,  and  the  latter  by  drawing  a  loop  of  intestines  uirough  a 
smtdl  muscular  orifice.  In  the  former,  spfaacelas  is  rapidly  in- 
duced, the  gut  bursts  and  discharges  the  conCenta  of  fae  upper 
bowds.  This  gives  immediate  relief,  and  an  arlifictal  amw  is 
formed ;  and  though  the  experiment  is  nkiflMrtely  fatal,  the  peri* 
toneal  surface  inrariably  remalne  heaitby.  in  the  klter,  infiam** 
iniation  of  the  strictured  bowel  is  produced,  and  if  the  obstmetion 
be  .complete,  the  animal  dies  of  general  peritoneal  inflaaaoMlioD. 
To  .discriminate  between  the  effects  of  the  obstraction  and  of  tbe 
local  imary,  our  author  combined  these  experiments  in  a  tUtd, 
which  Tie  considers  as  proving  that  t})e  obstmetion,  and  not  the 
local  injury,  is  the  cause  of  peritoneal  inflammation. 

**  A  loop  of  intestine^  four  inches  long,  was  drawn  through  a  smaO 
incision  oSxht  parietes;  the  anterior  half  was  strangulated  oy  a  tight 
ligature  on  the  outside  of  the  integument*  which  was  then  sewed  close 
raround  it;  and  the  remaining  two  inches  were  left  to  inflame  in  the 
space  between  the  muscles  and  the  skin.  The  slough  of  the  strangu- 
lated part  speedily  followed,  and  suffered  the  matters  to  pass  eater- 
aally.  The  animal  lived  a  week,'a&d  thea  sa^k  aader  the  drain irem 
the  wound. 

**  ExnmhuUion.^'Tht  intercepted  portii^ps  of  bowel  were  highly 
inflamed,  and  their  contiguous  $urfa<:es  adh<er^;  the  sloughs  were 
detached  by  ulceration  in  the  Une  oif  the  ligature^  \^t  ^  within  the 
abdomen  appeared  healthy. 

**  This  experiment  prores  that  iafiamma^on  erf*  the  stixtared  gut, 
when  existing  in  the  greatest  degree,  does  not  spread  into  the  abdo- 
men or  extend  above  the  stricturei  so  af  to  a^e^t  the  peritoneal  sur* 
iace.''    p.  307.  208. 

In  further  confirmation  of  his  rainion,  Mr  Tracers  detaifs 
some  cases  communicated  by  Dr  nabington  and  Dr  Farre^  in 
which  the  characteristic,  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia  were 
jlhe  effects  of  intestinal  obstruction  from  other  causes;  and  he 
'<}Uotes  the  fact,  that  frequently,  although  the  operation  be  dex- 
terously performed,  and  the  intestines  reduced  before  any  appear- 
ance of  moi  tificatiofl,  there  is  no  r^emission  of  the  urgent  synif>- 
jloms,  owing,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  obstruction  coptinuing  in  conr 
)^quence  oi  a  paralytic  .state  of  tlie  strangulated  portion  of  gut* 
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The  two  last  chapters  treat  principally  of  partial  strangulation 
and  mortified  intestine ;  and  we  shall  terminate  our  analysis  of 
this  very  instructive  volume,  by  extracting  our  author's  summary 
of  the  IteBXxtwat  which  he  recommends. 

*^  }•  A*  sl^angulatedf  intestine  ttrast  be  in  one  of  two'8iates»  vix.  re- 
coverable or  irrecoverable.  The  former  incladles  the  laHamed  ;>  the 
latter  the  mortified  state.  Where  disorganization  has  not  commenced, 
or,  having  commenced,  is  Fviperficial  or  circumscribed,  the  bowel  may 
be  returned*  under'  the  restrictioDs  before  advised.  Fomentations  and 
glysters  must  be  had  recourse  to  inmiediaitely,  and  a  mild  purgative  be 
exhibited,  in  the  least  offensive  form,  as  soon  as  the  irritability  of  the 
atomadi  hm  subsided  ^ufliteientiy  to  allow  ef  ita  being  retamed,  and  ic 
jlliottid  be  vep^ated  at  ahoit  iotevvals,  until  bilious^  evacuations  are  oJn» 
V»inedb 

**  2l  Where  the  gangrene  is  general  or  complete,  and  the  mattera 
are  discharged  through  an  opening  or  openings  in  tlie  gut,  a  free  in« 
eision  of  the  sue  is  all  that  appears  to  be  required.  U  the  8poile<i 
gut  is  extensive,  the  surgeon  may  use  his  own  judgment  concerning 
she  removal  of  the  sloughs,  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness^ 

^*  3.  Where,  under  the  same  state  of  disorganization,  the  gut  hasr 
not  burst,  and  the  process  of  sloughing  has  not  commenced;  an  open* 
ing  should  be  made  near  to  the  stricture,  sufficient  to  admit  of  the 
discharge  of  the  matrers.  If  the  stricture  should  still  be  sufficient  ti^ 
T^tahi  the  matters,  which  wili  seldom  be  the  case,  a  modei^te  dilata*^ 
tion  of  it  wiA  be  reqwredt  if  the  discharge  is  scanty,  and  the  symp^ 
tomcr  are  hnpedectly  r<3lieved,  a  gentle  laxative  may  be  oxhibiteA 
All  enema  should  he  administered,  without  changing  the  position  of 
llhe  patient,  night  and^  monaing.  The  dressings  sheidd  be  of  fine  ab^ 
aorbent  linen,  and  so  liiequantly  renewed  as  to  prevent  the  accumul v 
tkm  of  bile  or  fecal  fiuid  in  the  wound;  and  every  precaution  should 
be  tafcen  to  presenre  cleanliness,  and  prevent  the  overflowing  of  th^ 
bile  and  consequent  exconation  of  the  skin.  Bile  appears  essentiallj 
to  promote  a  healthy  granulation.  Strong  soups  and  animal  jeiK^ 
sGod  every  variety  of  nutriment  in  a  cond^sed  but  easily  assimilable 
form,  should  compose  the  patient's  diet.  Of  the  propriety  of  exlii- 
biting  cordial,  or  tonic,  or  astringent  medicines,  I  am  very  doubtfuL 
The  augmentation  in  solidity  and  quantity  of  food  should  be  gradual  j. 
and  especial  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  obstruction  to  tlie  mat^ 
ters,  when  the  wound  indines  to  healing,  and  the  discharge  becomea 
sensibly  diminished.  A  gentle  laxative,  such  as  oil  or  manna,  might 
probably  be  given  at  this  time  with  advantage.  **    p.  332 335. 
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ni. 

On  the  Operation  of  Larfiely  Puncturing  the  Capsule  of  the  CtyS' 
talUne  Humour^  in  oriler  toprotnote  the  Absorption  of  the  Cata* 
roLct  s  and  on  the  Gut  fa  Srrena^  accompanied  with  Pain  and  In^ 
fiammation.  From  the  Third  Edition  of  Observations  on  the 
Cataract  and  Gutta  Serena.  By  James  Ware,  Surgeon, 
F.  R.  &     London,  lb  12.     8vo.  pp.  26. 

Tn  'the  former  editions  of  Mr  Ware's  Worts,  several  cases 
-*•  were  inserted  of  persons  having  recovered  their  sight  by 
the  opaque  crystalline  lens  being  absorbed  without  the  necessity 
of  performing  any  operation-  These  papers  are  omitted  in  the 
third  edition ;  and  the  observations  now  before  us  are  introduced 
to  point  out  a  method  by  which  the  absortion  may  be  promoted, 
not  only  in  cases  of  cataract  subsequent  to  an  external  injury, 
but  also  in  those  cataracts  which  come  on  in  infancy,  and  in 
congenital  cataract.  This  method  consists  of  an  operation, 
which  has,  of  late  years,  been  strongly  recommended  in  aa 
cases,  die  puncturing  the  capsule  of  the  lens  with  a  needle^  and, 
instead  of  depressing  the  cataract,  the  endeavouring  to  break  it 
down,  and  leave  the  fragments  to  be  absorbed  in  the  aqueous 
humour.  This  mode  was  first  recommended  by  Mr  Pott,  in 
cases  of  soft  or  fluid  cataracts,  where  they  cannot  be  depressed, 
and  has  of  late  years  been  strongly  recommended  in  all  cases  by 
Professor  Scarpa  and  Mr  Hey  of  Leeds.  It  gives  us  much  plea- 
sure to  find  that  the  author,  though  he  recommends  this  mode 
in  the  cases  of  cataract  in  early  life,  still  gives  a  decided  prefer- 
ence to  the  operation  of  extraction,  which  we  have  repeatedly 
pointed  out  to  our  readers  as  unquestionably  the  best  mode  of 
removing  the  disease  in  the  adult.  Mr  Ware,  speaking  on  this 
subject,  remaiks — 

"  To  this  indiscriiiriiiate  preference,  bowever,  I  Cannot  accede ;  be- 
ing fully  persuaded,  tiiat  though,  in  the  cases  of  young  persons,  and 
particularly  of  infants,  the  operation  of  largely  puncturing  the  cap- 
stile,  and  breaking  down  the  substance  of  the  .opaque  crystaliine,  pos- 
sesses considerable  merit,  yet  when  the  cataract  attacks  adult  and  aged 
person's,  the  o|jeralIon  of  extraction,  if  well  performed,  has  greatly 
the  advantage  over  it.  " — p.  S.  And  again,  p.  9,  '*  The  experience 
of  more  than  thirty  years  f^uthorizes  me  to  entertain  a  much  higher  o- 
pinion  of  the  operation  of  extraction,  and  to  express  a  decided  prefer- 
ence of  it,  when  the  disorder  attacks  adult  persons  and  those  who 
^e  aged. »»  * 

In  perfoiming  the  operation  of  puncturing  the  capsule  of 
the  crystalline  humour,  great  benefit  is  derived  from  the  arti^ 
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ficiai  dtlatation  of  the  pupil  by  means  of  the  extract  of  belladon- 
na. Though  the  singular  property  possessed  by  this,  as  well  as 
by  other  narcotics,  was  first  pointed  out  in  London  by  die  late 
Mr  Sanders,  it  has  been  long  known  on  the  Continent,  and  we 
recollect  having  seen  an  operation  for  cataract  performed  a  dozen: 
of  years  ago,  where  the  belladonna  had  been  previously  applied,' 
Of  late  years  it  has  been  more  particularly  noticed  by  Pirofessor 
Himly  of  Jena,  *  and  the  late  Professor  Schmidt  of  Vienna,  who 
gave  a  preference  to  the  hyoscyamus  extract,  as  being  less  sti- 
mulant when  applied  to  the  eye  itself,  and  as  its  effects  are  con- 
fined to  the  iris,  whereas  those  of  the  belladonna  sometimes  exr' 
tend  to  the  retina.  The  dilatation  of  the  pupil  by  means  of  the 
belladonna,  may  be  caused  by  its  internal  use,  but  it  is  produc- 
ed with  more  certainty  by  rubbing  a  little  of  the  extract  on  th^ 
eyebrows,  or  .applying  it  to  the  eye  diluted  with  water,  by  means 
of  a  hair  pencil. 

The  instruments  used  in  this  operation  are  Peltier's  elevator 
for  the  upper  eyelid,  which  is  always  necessary  in  the  case  of  in^* 
fants,  though,  when  the  patients  are  beyond  that  age,  the  author 
observes,  it  may  sometimes  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  eye  fixed 
by  the  fingers  above ;  a  needle  resembling  that  of  Mr  Hey,  ex- 
cept that  its  extremity  is  pointed,  and  it  cuts  on  one  side  for  the 
space  of  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch ;  the  other  side  is  blunt  ^ 
it  is  about  an  inch  long,  and  should  form  a  complete  wedge 
through  its  whole  length.  The  pupil  having  bee^  previously  di- 
lated by  the  application  of  the  belladonna,  half  an  hour  before 
Mr  Ware  thus  describes  the  steps  of  the  operation. 

<*  The  patient  being  either  seated  on  a  chair  of  a  suitable  height, 
or  placed  on  a  table  with  the  head  properly  raised  on  a  pillow,  the 
bent  end  of  the  speculum  should  be  introduced  under  the.  upper  eye- 
lid, and  the  instrument  committed  to  the  care  of  an  assistant.  The 
eye  being  thus  fixed,  the  point  of  the  narrow  bladed  knife  above  men- 
tioned should  be  pierced  through  the  sclerotica,  on  the  side  next  tliQ 
temple,  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch  from  its  union  to  the  cornea,  with 
its  blunt  edge  upwards  ;  and  it  should  be  pushed  forwards  in  the  same 
direction  until  so  much  of  its  blade  has  entered  the  eye,  that  its  point 
haC^  nearly  reached  the  crystalline.  Its  point  should^ then  be  brought 
forwards,  until  it  has  passed  through  the  opaque  crystalline  and  its 
capsule,  and  is  plainly  visible  in  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  aqueous 
homour.'  The  future  proceedings  must  be  governed  by  what  now  oc- 
curs. If  the  cataract  be  fluid,  and  the  anterior  chamber  become  im- 
mediately filled  with  the  opaque  matter,  it  appears  to  me.  adviseable 
to  withdraw  the  instrament,  and  defer  further  measures  until  the  mat- 
ter be  absorbed,  which  absorption  usually  takes  place  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days,  and  sometimes  of  a  few  hours.     If  no  visible  change  ba 

^  *  Ophthalmalogische  Beobachtunge^.  ^  ^ 
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pM)4iM«l  itt  (h«  ptpil.  &e  point  xmi  cutting  edge  ef  iHt  inttfKtenri 
AoaU  ba  applied  id  diSmiK  diteedaaa^  lo  a>  U  dltid*  t»d<  die  ch 
ya^M  crytbtttna  and  itt  eaprale  into  staaH  fotdom,  lait  if  ptsribte^ 
to  btiag  tlwiD  forwwd*  iiHo  the  airttnnr  cfaanACr.  I^ii-niif  rt^sit 
tbe  iQumnwot  to  be  kept  to  the  s;e  for  a  miaute  or  two )  kut,  if  the 
operator  pFeierve  bii  iteulineui  be  tKiy  continiie  it  there  a  much 
longer  time,  without  doing  the  t^ut  injury  to  the  iris  o^  any  other 
put.  If  the  cataract  be  found  of  a  Srm  coniiiteace.  (tbonghlht* 
rarely  happen*  in  young  pertons),  it  may  be  advisable  to  depress  it 
belew  the  pupil ;  and  in  such  a  an,  particular  c^re  ibould  be  aittt 
to  perforate  largely  the  poiterior  pait  of  the  capsule,  and  to  witjidrav 
the  instrument  immediate!/  after  the  cataract  has  b^  depreSiet^  id 
order  to  hinder  it  from  rising  sixain.  If  the  Ojtacit^  be  in  die  capsule, 
Ibe  instrument  will  no*  act  to  easiJy  n^rt  it  as  it  does  6d- At  opaque 
eryitafline  j  bnt,  notwithststnifing  this,  the  capsule,  al  #dl  «  iM 
cryitalline,  maybe  divided  by  it  mtft  larger  or  imaUer  fo"ttio(W;*fiich 
portiont,  when  thus  divided,  will  be  softened  by  thei  aietMi  of  tke  t^ 
qoMnt  humonr  ;  and  tbongh,  in  the  first  operatibtt  tin  loch  a  case, 
it  may  not  be  poulble  to  remove  the  opacity  j  yet,  on  t*»  wcoiid  o? 
iMrd  attempt,  the  divided  povtioas  may  be  brought  forwards  bte  tb<f 
interior  chamber  of  tiie  aqoeoui  hnmour,  tm  wbicb  plaoe  tbey  wiH 
Iben  be  gradually  absorbed,  and  will  locni  diiappear. "     p.  11-^14> 

In' performing  tftis  operation,  Mr  Ware  Is  (arlhef  of  opinion, 
ftat  trie  sui^cotT  will  operate  with  ibore  composure  if  the  patient 
h  taid  on  a  tabfe,  tban  if  he  b«  placed'  in  thft  erect  posture  on  i 
chair,  and  thi^  will  be  foand  partictilartv  proper  where  the  pa- 
tient is  dn  infant,  and  liis  steatTiness  cannot  be  depended  on; 
and,  of  course,  if  the  rTf?ht  eye  is  the  subject  of  operatioti,  and 
the  slltgeon  operate  with  his  rJirht  hand,  he  avrst  sit  behind  the 
Aatient ;  md,  in  that  case,  nill'  manace  the  speciifiAn  widi'  bk 
feft  hand,  while  an  asslEtant  depresses  me  under  ^elid.  ff  lytn- 
ptoms  of  inflammation  come  on  ailer  the  operation,  or  die  pa- 
tient suffer  much  pain  durirg  its  performance,  the  antiphl^^ 
tic  regtmm  should  be  rigiiliy  ubservedj  for  we  have  foDBd,  in  all 
operations  for  catarBct,  that  tjie  succeas  is  more  frequently  pre- 
vented by  inflanamatton  than  any  other  occurrence]  though  tH 
kothor  reraarks,  ihat  he  Iiaa  n^ver  once  h^  occasion  to  take 
blood  from  infants,  and  very  rarely  in  peraem  aeder  tvaitf 
years  of  age.  The  patient  snouM  1^  kt^  iii  a  daril  raom,  ana 
the  eye  guarded  against  a  strong  i^ht  by-  s  cnnpiitSs  of  lines 
dipped  in  a  weak  saturnine  lolien,  for  a  fetr  days  after  die  ope- 
mtion.  M  the  end  of  ten  days,  the  mflammatien  is  geneinti; 
goite  {  and  if  the  opaque  matter  be  observed  BtiD  to  obscure  the 
•upH,  it  is  recommended  tb  repeat  the  operatioti  iA  the  samri 
iray,  endeaTmiring  lb  bring  the  opaque  porHun  into  theanteno' 
riiamber.  W/  Ware  observes,  that  in  (lie  greater  number  of 
«ase»  that  hstW  cwae  under  bis  care,  the  Opci-atioc  ha*  baeo  rf 
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peated  twice ;  in  a  few  the  core  has  been  compktecl  the  first 
time;  and  in  only  three  out  of  the  last  twenty  has  it  been  requi«^ 
site  to  repeat4he  operation  a  fourth  time,  instead  of  these  fre« 
quent  repetitions  of  the  operation,  we  are  of  opinton  that  it 
woald  be  much  better  to  follow  the  mode  recommended  by  th6 
late  Mr  Gibson  of  Manchester, — after  the  first  operation  with 
the  needle^  to  make  a  small  incision  in  the  transparent  cornea, 
and  to  extract  the  opaqae  portions  through  it ;  as  in  that  way 
their  removal  may  be  in  general  effected  at  once,  and  because  it 
is  attended  with  less  danger  and  irritation  to  the  eye,  and  occa- 
sions less  pain  CO  the  patient. 

Mr  Ware  concludes  the  account  of  this  operation  by  remark* 
ing,  in  a  note,  that  he  had  been  informed  that  the  late  Mr 
Saunders  punctured  the  cornea  instead  of  passing  the  needle 
through  the  sclerotica.  Thid  operation  was  proposed  in  the  year 
1797,  by  the  late  Dr  Conradi,  and  repeatedly  practised  by  Dr. 
Beer,  and  other  oculists,  with  Various  success ;  but,  in  cases  of. 
adults,  cannot  be  brought  into  comparison  with  the  operation  of 
extraction,,  and  on  that  ai^count  is  now  generally  laid  aside; 
though  it  might  be  of  great  benefit  when  the  crystalline  is  de^ 
cidedly  fluid,  being  attended  with  much  less  pain  than  the  usual' 
mode  of  performing  depression. 

On  the  Gutta  Serena  accompanied  with  Pain  and  Inflammation* 

It  not  unfrequently  happeni,  that  patients  labouring  under', 
amaurosis,  or  insensibility  of  the  retina,  are  subject  to  attacks  of 
inflamouition  of  the  eye,  which  the  author  considers  to' be. of  a 
peculiar  kind,  and  not  removeable  by  the  ordinary  means.  From 
having  observed  an  eiFasion  of  lymph  between  the  choroid  coat 
end  retina,  in  cases  of  gutta  serena,  after  death,  Mr  Ware  was 
led  to  try  the  efifect  of  puncturing  the  btdlof  the  tye  througbthe 
sclerotica,  with  a  grooved  needle,  and  in  many  cases  it  has  been 
attended  with  beneficial  effects.    As  these  caises  are  not  of  fre-  ' 

auent  occurrence,  we  shall  select  one  of  Mr  Ware's,  as  the  best 
escription  of  his  method  of  treatment. 

^*.  Mr  G.  of  Chippenham  applied  to  me,  in  the  latter  part  of  No^' 
vember  1810,  on  account  of  an  inflammation  of  the  left  eye,  which' 
had  been  accompanied,  upwards  of  three  weeks,  with  a  most  violent 
.pain  both  in. the  head  and  eye;  the  sight  having  been  previously  lost  by 
a  complete  gutta  serena«  A  great  variety  of  evacuant  and  anodyne 
remedies  had  been  employed,  lx>th  externally  and  internally,  t)y  bis  me* 
dical  adviser  in  the  country,  without  affording  lasting  relief.  In  this 
instance,  suspecting  a  fluid  to  be  effused  between  the  choroid  coat 
and  retina,  I  immediately  made  a  punciure  through  the  sclerotica 
with  the  grooved  needle  above  mentioned;  carrying  the  point  of  th^ 
instrument  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  into  the  ball  of  the  eye,  a^ 
Jittle  further  back  than  the  part  which  is  usually  punctured  in  ih^  fl^ 
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Iienttoii  of  eonehmg,  A  oMsidenble  quanlHy  vf  a  winlcry  Mir 
•videatly .  diflbrem  mm  the  rkMWum  htmomt  mmd  mpaedUl^y 
ihrougb  the  groove  of  the  iostmoient.  The  operatioa  geve  coa.- 
liderAble  pun,  and  it  did  not  wholly  ce^^  for  two  houn ;  but  after- 
jTarda  the  patient  fell  into  a  aoiiod  ikepi  and  awobe  much  refveshedr 
^Ukd  <|uite  easy. "    p.  18-20. 

Mr  Ware  also  meotioDs  two  ceiB^  of  recent  liliiMJn^  attexid^ 
€d  by  a  dilated  pupilt  witbont  any  pain  or  iogaminatioa,  where 
ihe  patients  recovered  thirir  sight  by  m^aos  of  pimctunog  tbr 
4yeba)l  i  and  he  remarks,  that  ibe  fluid  discbirged  appeared  to- 
be  merely  ihe  vitreous  humour,  jwarcely  in  a  disused  s(ata. 
Particular  care  should  be  taken  to  direct  the  point  of  tiie  instru-- 
ment  so  as  no)t  to  wound  ibe  cttpfiulc  of  tbe  cryad^lipc*  whi^ 
accident  might  oecasion  an  opaci^  of  that  humour. 

Mr  Were  concludes  these  observations  by  stating^  that,  is 
oises  of  closure  of  the  pupil  nAer  iin  ujiisuQoeMfiil  openition  of 
cfUracting  the  cataract,  he  has  repeatedly  succeeded  in  making  |r 
new  pupu  according  to  Cheselden^  mode,  the  fibres  of  the  iris 
jrtBtracting  after  they  were  divided,  and  leaving  an^optming  very 
nearly  of  the  nalnral  sia^  of  tb^  pupil. 


IV. 

BiOKOMtA.  Opinions  eoiiceming  Life  and  Btalth^  infyvductory 
to  a  CourH  of  Lectures  on  the  I^ysiology  of  Sentient  Beings^ 
By  A*  P.  Buchani  M.  D.  of  the  Royal  CoUege  of  Physicians^ 

•    Ixmdon«    Small  Svo.    pp.  il9,    London,  19U» 

^tXtj^  liave  been  amused  by  the  perusal  of  this  littte  weO-writtcn 
^^  volume,  which  exhibits  a  neat  sketch  of  the  general  facts 
connected  with  the  exii^ten^e  of  animal  life.  But  we  doubt 
whether  it  be  calcuiated  to  aecoB^>lish  oneof  the  purposes  whidi 
die  autbor  appears  to  have  in  view,  to  wit,  that  of  seducing  the 
nnmrofessfenal^'  imjuirer  into  the  path  of  pbysi^dogical  science, 
and  of  teaching  him,  physically  as  well  as  mopaSy,  to  ^noa  kim-^ 
anelf  For,  independently  of  the  difficulty  of  conveying  informa- 
tion to  minds^that  have  *^  not  been,  in  some  measure,  already 
awakened  to  analogous  trains  of  thought, ''  which  the  autbor  ha& 
acknowledged  in  his  preface,  the  brief  apd  aphoristic  style,  and 
the  abstract  form,  in  which  he  has  chosen  to  inculcate  his  opi- 
nions, appear  to  be  ill  adapted  to  interest  the  novice,  or  to  facili- 
tiftte  his  comprebetuiou  of  the  arran^jement  and  cpnnexioa  of  the    I 


1812.  Br  BudianV  Bionomia.  4§S 

facts,  from  which  the  laws  of  life  are  deduced.  Nor  are  we  sa« 
tis^ed  with  th.e  author's  reason  for  choosing  this  method ;  name- 
ly, his  despair  of  attaining  geopietrical  accuracy,  which  he  alone 
oeems  worthy  of  the  appellatipn  of  reasmiing.  For,  although  the 
close  connexion  and  dependence  of  every  step  in  the  progress  of 
the  science  may  not  be  thus  clear ;  yet  the  general  laws  are 
equally  the  result  of  an  arrangement  of  facts,  according  to  the 
real  or  apparent  relations;  anp  therefore  the  connecting  mediiimi 
should  not  be  broken,  but  maintained  as  far  as  it  is  practicable. 
Perhaps,  however,  this  is  rather  the  task  of  the  Jectnrer  in  hi$ 
subsequent  course,  than  in  an  introductory  sketch. 

The  operatiors  of  nature*  the  author  observes,  consist  of  d 
series  of  cKanges,  effected  by  the  motions  of  matter,  which  arise 
from  two  sources — ^gravitation  or  mutual  attraction,  and  life ;' 
the  origin  of  both  of  whicl>  is  inscrutable  by  man,  whose  sofe 
knowledge  is  confined  to  the  observation »  arrangement,  and  com- 
parison of  the  changes  produced.  The  inference  of  the  existence 
of  mindf  as  distinct  from  matter,  and  as  produping  the  com- 
inencement  of  those  motions,  which  our  autpor  9$cribes  to  "  ai 
instinctive  principle  "  ip  man,  is  surely  a  deducdon  from  obser-* 
vation  of  the  necessary  agency  of  his  own  mind,  or  of  some  other 
self-moving  or  sentient  beiuj^,  in  giving  rise  to  similar  motions  or 
changes  ;  u  e,  of  the  necessary  agency  of  a  cause  in  every  chapgCr 
He  affirms,  with  Tucker,  that  mjnd  and  matter  appear  to  pe 
equally  durable,  and  alike  incapable  of  increase,  diminution*  c^ 
annihilation ;  a  conclusion  which  j&  by  no  means  so  clear,  being 
an  inference  from  an  inference,  and  not  from  dirept  observatioiiit 

In  his  idea  of  lifef  Dr  Buchan  includes  only  animal  or  sentient 
Vfe,  although  many  of  the  phenomena  of  the  ve^table  worlds 
their  generation,  growth,  organization,  secretions  and  excretions^ 
and  their  resistance  to  surrounding  agents  of  decomposition,  have 
mstly  caused  theni  to  be  ranked  among  beings  possessed  of  Jjfe. 
In  tne  very  definition,  which  the  autnor  has  quoted  from  Lin- 
naeus, to  prove  that  "  the  presence  of  life  is  indicated  by  sensa^ 
lion, "  it  is  said,  "  vegetabilia  crescunt  et  vivunt,  "  The  author 
is  of  opinion,  it  should  seem,  that  there  is  a  "  principle  of  life 
superadded  to  organized  bodies,  **to  which  it  imparts  activity, 
find  with  which  its  connexion  is  only  temporary :  of  ih^  exist- 
ence of  which,  however,  independently  of  orgqnized  m^itter,  we 
conceive  there  is  no  evidence  5  and  its  superaddition  to  vegetable 
{>odies  is  an  equally  necessary  supposition,  if  the  phenomena  just 
enumerated  are  to  be  attributed  to  such  a  principle  in  any  case. 

After  speaking  of  the  phenomena  of  annual  life,  which  the 
Author  ascribes  to  the  viral  principle,  viz.  the  functions  of  di'^ 
gestion  and  secretion,  and  the  necessity  of  communication  with 
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the  air,  which  constitute  what  are  thenoe  called  the  txiid  iime- 
tions  ;f— of  sensationt  by  which  animak  are  connected  with  ex.- 
ternal  nature  s — and  of  uie  appetites  and  instincts,  bjr  which  they 
supply  themselves  with  food,  and  multiply  their  species^  bdne 
furnished  with  various  organs  of  locomotion,  fcc  for  the  fiilfif 
ment  of  these  purposes,  and  with  organs  of  defence  for  the  pre- 
servation of  tneir  young ;. — the  author  mforms  us,  that  nan  is 
possessed  of  a  second  superadded  principle.  ^  In  addition  to  the 
sentient  prineii^e^  by  which  the  animal  is  distinguished  from  the 
vegetable,  man  is  moreover  endowed  with  a  rational  aoul,  mam* 
fested  bv  the  significant  sign  of  articulate  speech, "  immediatdy 
inspireo  by  the  Deity,  and  '*  manifest  in  the  esqpression  of  his 
countenance — the  image  of  God.*''  The  fiicukies  of  > other  ani^ 
mals  are  all,  it  seems,  resolvable  into  the  principle  o(  Ufe,  and, 
in  our  author's  opinicm,  differ  in  toto  from  those  of  man. 

**  The  semes  only  transmit  particular  notices ;.  it  n  the  mind  ^tch 
mfers  the  existence  of  a  whole.  That  which  appears  merely  a  cvloor- 
ed  surface  to  an  animal,  to  man  presents  an  intdligible  pictnre.  '^  p.  1 K 

We  shaB  not  enter  into  any  discussion  upon  these  ddicate 
points,  which  in  fact  are  inscrutable  ;  but  we  cannot  express  oup 
approbation  of  this  philosophy.  The  last  observation  is  contra* 
dieted  by  the  e!:ftperience  of  every  day,  as  &r  as  any  conclusion 
can  be  drawn  upon  the  subject :  and  however  we  may  admit  the 
limited  and  unimprovable  nature  of  instinctive  propendties ;  ye( 
Co  deny  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  (which  fmpUes  (lie  faculties 
of  association  and  memory,  as  well  as  of  attention  and  percep- 
tion) to  the  d^,  the  horse,  the  elephant,  &c.  is  in  our  opinion 
impossiblcr  xo  all  intelligible  appearances  the  dog  has  the  s^ame 
notion  of  the  soFidity  of  the  stick  held  up  to  beat  him,  or  of  the 
Ineat  offered  him  to  eat,  as  ourselves,  inasmuch  as  he  acts  just 
as  man  would  act  under  the  same  impressions.  We  know  not 
where  the  line  is  to  be  drawn. 

«>  Mvf  ^n  9UU  uvf  «x«vub  f'etxx*  xttpm  »tu  rv^>tf :"  Our  author  a-* 
dopts  the  doctrine — **  It  is  the  mind  that  sees  and  hears, "  &c. 
Where,  then,  is  the  distinction  between  the  two  "  principles,  '* 
tirhicb  our  author  separates  f  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  *^  to  man 
alone  is  given  the  capacity  of  comparing  the  relations  of  matter, 
space,  and  time,  by  means  of  weight,  measure^  and  number.  '* — 
p.  12.  "  Andman^  the  chief  of  animals  j  touches  the  earth  lUth  little 
more  than  the  termination  (fhis  infhior  extremities. "  p.  1 5.  His 
superior  faculties  are  abundantly  obvious :  but  the  lower  animals 
'•  see  and  hear,  "^  and  possess  faculties  which  are  entirely  distinct^ 
from  the  ordinary  suggestions  of  what  has  been  called  instinct. 

Dr  Buchan  traces,  with  a  rapid  hand,  some  of  the  other  peciv* 
Earities  of  organised  life, — its  power  of  resistance  to  tlio  ordii* 
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nary  influence  of  chemical  and  liiechanical  agency^ — and  the  dif«- 
lerence  in  the  ratio  of  animal  action  and  the  intensity  of  the  sti- 
mulus which  excites  it,  when  compared  with  mechanical  motion^ 
and  its  cause.  And  he  observes,  that  the  necessities  of  man- 
lund  having  led  them  to  the  earlier  cultivation  of  the  mechanical 
sciences,  the  laws  of  physical  causation  were  too  readily  trans- 
ferred to  the  actions  of  living  and  reasonable  beings^  and  thus/ 
much  erroneous  reasoning,  both  respecting  the  healtli  of  the  bo^ 
dy  and  the  principles  of  human  conduct,  has  been  produced,  p. 
rS,  Hence  the«ttidy  otf.piiysiology  has  been  chiefly  confined  te 
firofessiona]  men,  to  whom  mysterious  knowledge  was  therefore 
:a8cribed  by  the  people  in  days  of  ignorance,  and  many  of  whom 
indeed  have  thought  it  their  interest  to  pretend  to  possess  it-:  so 
tiiat  '*  in  aH  times,  "  as  Lord  Bacon  remailcs,  *'  in  the  opinion 
of  the  multitude,  witches  and  impostors  had  a  competition  with 
physicians ;  and  the  ancient  poets  were  clear-sighted  in  discerning 
tfiis  extreme  foHy,  When  they  made  ^sculapius  and  Circe  both 
Ae  children  of  A]pollo.  *'  p.  20. 

•*  Wonder,  "  Dr  Buchmn  well  observes,  "**  is  the  offspring  of  ig- 
norance. Wiieii  a  phenomenon  can  be  explained,  u  e,  referred  to 
-fiome  generid  daw  of  natanpe,  with  the  operation  of  which  we  are  al- . 
4ready  acquainted,  men  cease  to  wonder.  But  as  the  laws  of  iife  have 
never  yet  become  the  object  of  general  attention,  mankind  in  former 
days  believed  certain  diseases  to  be  the  acts  of  evil  spirits,  as  at  pre* 
flent  they  are  inclined  to  attribute  their  cure  to  .any  mysterious  and 
unintelligible  influence,  rather  than  to  the  sanative  powers  connected 
with  the  vital  principle.  Hence  the  belief  that  so  long  prevailed  of 
various  complaints  being  removed  by  the  touch  of  ceitain  individual^, 
plebeian  as  well  as  royal ;  ihe  implicit  faith  in  the  tricks  of  animal 
magnetism,  and  the  more  recent. imposture  of  metallic  tractors.  The , 
l^rossness  of  these  and  many  similar  imiposltions,  proves  that  the  ere- 
<dulity  of  the  multitude  is  by  no  i^eans  in  proportion  to  the  crafl  of 
the  impostor,  bat  in  the  ratio  of  their  own  ignorance.  "     p.  22. 

The  only  efficient  mode  of  eradicating  empiricism,  and  of  ob- 
viating the  extensive  mischiefs  of  medical  imposture,  the  author 
remarks,  is  the  same  which  *has  been  successful  in  emancipating 
other  departments  of  human  knowledge  from  the  traniniels  of 
imposition,  and  the  dominion  of  ignorance.  Judicial  astrology, 
arid  the  shackles  under  which  theTiuman  mind  was  held  by  its 
professors  the  soothsayers,  &c.  have  been  annihilated  before  the 
li^ht  of  astronomy :  natural  philosophy  has  banislied  the  terrors 
ot  spectres,  and  demons,  and  witches,  which  terrified  our  ances- 
tors ;  and  the  golden  dreams  of  alchemy  have  vanished  under  the 
improvements  of  modern  chemistry.  And  as  religion  has  become 
the  subject  of  general  investigation,  the  improvement  of  the  hu* 
Juan  snind  has  .been  great^  i\or  has  that  of  morals  been  less  /coo* 
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tqiicuous.  We  therefore  unite  cordiaHy  with  the  author  in  hit 
votive  exclamation,  '*  May  the  efforts,  unparalleled  in  any  age  or 
country,  now  making  to  impart  the  advantages  of  education  to 
the  youth  of  all  classes  of  society ,  succeed  in  still  farther  promot- 
ing these  desirable  objects  !  "    p.  26. 

The  author  expresses  his  conviction,  then,  that  were  the  study 
of  the  nature  and  laws  of  the  vital  powers  more  generally  pur- 
sued, the  control  assumed  by  man  over  the  functions  of  the  ani- 
mal economy,  in  a  state  of  health  and  disease,  would  be  more 
correctly  appreciated  ^ — **  pretensions  to  work  miraculous  cures 
by  concealed  and  apparently  inadequate  instruments  would  be 
exploded, — a  just  confidence  in  the  healing  energies  of  nature, 
under  the  guidance  of  science  instructed  ^  experience,  would 
take  place  of  the  present  prevalent  belief  in  tiie  potency  of  drugs^ 
^and  the  art  of  preserving  health,  and  of  treating  disease,  would 
truly  deserve  to  be  considered  as  a  department  of  liberal  science,  " 

E.  27^—*^  The  respectability  of  the  profession  in  general  will  thus 
e  augmented,  and  the  members  of  it  will  be  induced  to  study 
their*  occupation  with  more  diligence,  when  they  find  success  to 
be  connected  with  liberal  conduct,  real  information,  and  sound' 
judgment.  Ab  the  rewards  and  honours  of  medicine  are  bqw 
distributcfd,  the  physician  may  often,  with  too  mueh  truth,  f^ly 
to  hiiDself  the  words  of  the  preacher :  For  if  it  beful  me  even  as 
it  brfaUeth  thefool^  ishy  t^mddlkAouf  to  be  nwre  wise  f  "  p.  28. 
The  author  illustrate*  these  opinions  in  the  subsequent  pArt  of 
the  yohime,  as  well  as  iii  the  notes  at  the  end  of  it,  which  dis- 
play a  gocd  deal  of  curious  reading  And  liberaKiy  of  mirfd  j  but 
which  we  have  not  room  to  fblbw.    •       •      • 

Dr  Bachan  difibrs  toto  cttlo  from  his  ^febrftted  father  on  the 
subject  of  *•  domestic  medicine^  "which  he  believes  iftust  ev^r 
prove  abortive  \  liay  more,  he  seent^  alttibst  d loosed  to  depre- 
cate all  active  medicine,  as  we  shall  see  presently  ;  btit  he  justly 
observes,  that  instructions  respecting  the  ^^  dpi^estic 'TTzona^ir- 
meni  "  of  the  sick  have  been  the  result  of  the  study  of  the  laws, 
of  life  among  physicians,  and  have  much  diminished  the  evils  of 
disease.  .•?..'  v  4  ;i 

**  In  proportion  at  rational  dodrines  of  medicine  are  diffafed,  will 
the  domeftic  management  of  the  fkk  be  improved.  The  ddmiffion  of 
fVefh  and  cool  air  to  the  chambers,  and  tie  application  of  clean  lineo  to 
the  perfons  of  the  fick, — more  ftridl  att^ntidn  to  cleanlinefs  dnd  venti* 
Ution,--^the  refreshing  sffufion  of  cold  water  in  Certain  fpecies  of  fev^r, 
althotigh  now  familiar  proceifes,  are  all  modern  irtiprov^nients,  Introduced 
with  ftiuch  difficulty  by  the  more  enlightened  pra^itioners  of  medicine,  in 
HkxtGi  contradifiion  to  prevalent  habits  and  opinions.  The  dread  of  in- 
fedion,  fo  frequently  a  bar  to  the  duties  prcfcribed  by  charity  and  by  love, 
has  alio  been  greatly  dimini/hed,  in  confeqoeiice  of  the  nature  and  limits 
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#f  eoiFtagion  bedijt  better  a»cdrt3ined.    M ach,  howeTer^  yet  remained 
%o  be  done,  especially  in  impressing  the  minds  of  persons  labouring  un* 
'iler  chronic  diseases,  with  a  due  sense  of  the  importance  of  submitting 
to  a  proper  regulation  of  regimen,  which  is  oilen  a  matter  of  no  lees 
importance  than  even  the  administration  of  medicfine,  ^  &c,  per.  6^* 
*^  By  the  aneients,  medicine  was  cultivated  as  a  branch  of  philosot 
pfay,  which  professed  not  only  to  alleviate  present  pain,  but  also  to 
teach  the  means  of  protracting  the  existence  of  a  sound  mind  in  n 
sound  body.     Galen  asserted,  that  by  appropriate  regimen  he  coulct 
effect  a  total  change  in  the  physical  temperament  of  the  body,  and  even 
alter  and  improve  the  disposition  of  the  mind;  and  the  celebrated  As* 
^<*Iepiades  solemnly  engaged  to  renounce  all  claim  to  the  title  of  phy* 
eician,  should  he  ever  become  the  victim  of  disease ;  and,  what  i^ 
•more  extraordinary,  he  lived  to  redeem  his  pledge ; — for,  after  hav- 
ing attained  the  age  of  an  hundred  years,  he  died  in  consequence  of 
a  faXL.    A  death,  which,  though  accidental,  could  hardly  be  termed 
premature*^    §  65. 

On  th^  stibject  of  the  estteat  and  advanti^s  of  ^*  prophylactic- 
medicine,  "  our  author's  o\pktAaa%  seem  to  have  acquired,  some 
"distortion,  in  consequmce  of  long  attention  to  his  own  peculiar 
temperament,  which  is  **  readily  disordered  l^  every  slight  irre* 
.gularity,  but  possesses  the  power  also  of  qniekly  rectifying  itself 
.by  due  attention  to  external  cii'cumstances. "    They  are  not,  if 
We  do  not  misapprehend  them,  corroborated  by  observatton* 
^ade  upon  the  constitutions  of  men  in  general.     He  seeins  to  be 
disposed  to  maintain,  as  far  as  we  collect  from  several  passages, 
that  the  active  interference  of  art,  at  least  in  the  internid  acimi* 
nistration  bf  drugs,  is  not  merely  useless,  but  dangerous.     Thus, 
^fter  quoting  the  observation  of  Sydenham,  that  acute  diseaaea 
dre  mostly  derived  from  God,  and  chronic  diseases  from  our« 
selves,  and  observing  that  active  remedies  are  reqtiired  for  re^ 
moving  the  former,  he  adds— 

''  But  when  it  is  considered,  that  all  drugs,  improperly  administer-' 
"ed,  prove  poisons,  (though,  unfortunately  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
'the  converse  of  the  proposition  is  not  equally  true,  for  all  poisons 
•are  not  remedies),  and  that  the  preparation  of  these  instruments  of 
cure  can  hardly  be  depended  on  from  the  hands  to  which  that  pro- 
cess must  necessarily  be  committed ;  a  conscientious  man  need  not 
be  ashamed  of  acknowledging  some  feelings  of  compunction,  under 
the  serious  responsibility  of  tamjmimgmth  human  Ufe^  by  means,  with 
the  natureof which  he>i8  so  imperfi^y  acquainted/'  par.  72. 

It  can  scarcely  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  Dr  Buchan  should 
deprecate  the  use  of  medicine  in  the  hands  of  the  uninformed^ 
'when,  even  under  the  direction  of  the  best  physician,  he  deems 
the  administration  of  medicine  to  be  nothing  better  than  *^  tarn* 
pering  with  human  life."  This,  however,  is  not  the  only  piece 
^f  satire  against  his  art,  which  he  has  written:  but  the  foUowing 
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pastage  lias  so  Hide  of  the  seiQUaDee  of  the  usual  good  soueoC 
tfaii  volumet  that  we  can  scarcely  suppose  it  to  have  been  penned 
in  a  serious  mood.  Aiter  statino,  that  the  great  modem  improve^ 
inents  in  practical  surgery  are  founded  upon  the  general  ccmvie- 
tion,  that  external  injuries  are  oniv  to  be  healed  by  removing  ail 
^obstacles  to  the  sanative  process  of  the  vital  powers  of  the  oraisli- 
tution,  he  remarks,  that  the  same  opinion  aoes  not  prevail,  re* 
spectiog  the  means  of  curing  the  diseases  which  come  under  th^ 
management  of  the  physician, 

*'  This  diversity  of  opinioni "  he  obiervesy  *'  respecting  die  treat* 
ment  of  external  and  internal  diseases,  may,  in  part,  depend  on  die 
injurious  consequences  produced  by  medicines  received  into  the  sto* 
mach  not  being  quite  so  obvious  as  the  mischiefs  attendant  on  the 
improper  use  of  topical  remedies ;  and  partly  oa  that  unfounded  con- 
fidence of  the  sick  in  the  efficacy  of  drugs,  arising  from  the  interested 
xnisrepresentations  of  those  who  profit  by  the  administration  of  thenh 
The  conceit  that  the  works  of  nature  cannot  go  on  without  the  inter- 
ftrence  of  man,  borders  almost  on  impiety*  Is  it  credible,  for  ex- 
ample, that  a  human  infant  should  be  so  imperfectly  organized,  that 
h  cannot  pass  over  the  years  of  childhood,  naturally  the  most  healthy 
period  of  life,  except  the  biliary  system  be  ever  and  anon  expurgated 
by  calomel  ?  or  that  the  early  and  habitual  use  of  this  mineral  poison 
can  be  unattended  with  injurious  consequences  \  Perhaps  the  time 
may  come,  when  the  most  judicious  plan  of  curing  internal  as 
:vell  as  external  complaints,  will  be  acknowledged  to  consist  in  re« 
inoving  all  impediments  to  the  natural  exertions  made  by  the  vital  f 
nergy  to  restore  health-     Natwra  parendo  vinciiur. ''     par.  71. 

Such  hypothetical  notions  might  arise  in  a  mind)  which  had 
merely  speculated  on  '*  the  philosophy  of  life,''  the  inquirer  hav- 
ing forgotten  that  the  phenomena  of  diseases,  and  the  influence 
of  external  agents,  should  also  be  fully  examined,  before  thst 
philosophy  could  be  perfect  But  that  a  physician,  accustomed 
to  the  contemplation  of  diseases,  as  well  as  to  physiological  re- 
searches, should  adopt  such  views  of  the  subject,  is  somewhat 
inexplicable.  The  assertion,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  period 
of  childhood  is  naturally  the  most  healthy^  is  surely  made  in  di* 
!rect  contrndictipn  to  the  oh^rvation  of  all  physicians  and  his^ 
torians,  and  to  every  record  of  human  mortality  that  is  extant. 
The  facility  with  which  the  infantile  frame  is  disordered  by  the 
sliglitest  causes,  is  more  than  a  counterbalance  to  the  greater 
f lumber  of  the  causes  which  bring  on  disease  in  the  adult:  hence 
the  severe  fevers  arising  from  dentition,  the  perpetual  derange* 
ments  of  the  alimentary  canal  from  slight  changes  of  diet,  &c.;. 
insomuch  that  one  third  of  the  human  species  is  cot  off  before 
the  end  of  the  second  year.  And  is  not  the  inference,  that  a 
substance  which,  under  certain  conditions,  is  poisonous,  must 
therefore  under  ail  condition^  be  *'  attended  with  injurious  cons^ 
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qnenees,  **  a  mere  gratuitous  suppositimii  which  is  coritracltcted 
oy  the  general  experience  of  mankind  ?  After  having  witnessed, 
in  hundreds  of  instances,  the  rapidity  with  which  healUi  is  re- 
stored to  children,  in  many  of  their  diseases  in  which  the  excre- 
tions of  the  bowels  are  deranged,  by  these  purgative  minerals, 
would  it  be  philosophical  to  let  our  suppositions  overrule  the*clear 
results  of  observation  ?  Oar  author  has  strongly  recommended, 
in  a  passage  adopted  from  Professor  Robison,  the  study  of  Jtn^d 
causes  in  all  our  investigations  of  nature.  Upon  his  own  princi- 
ple^ than,  he  must  admit  the  probability,  that  these  active  agents 
on  the  living  frame  (of  the  remedial  effects  of  which  we  have 
fully  as  mucn  evidence  as  of  their  poisonous  qualities,  according 
to  the  mode  of  administering  them)  were  not  produced  by  na- 
ture for  their  deleterious  properties  only.    , 

But  is  not  the  conclading  observation  of  the  paracraph  just 
quoted,  a  mere  tissue  of  plausible  terms,  possessed  of  no  actual 
meaning  ?  In  a  multitude  of  the  maladies,  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  alleviate,^  what  is  the  nature  and  tendency  of  those 
*'  natural  exertions  "  of  the  vital  energy,  to  which  our  autlior 
supposes  that  we  have  only  to  remove  impediments  ?  And  how  is 
this  to  be  effected  in  many  cases,  without  the  '*  almost  impious 
interference "  of  art,  which  administers  v^table  and  mineral 
poisons  1^  Are  those  **  exertions,"  which  constitute  what  we  catt 
disease,  really  salutary— -always  salutary?  Or  are  they  not  often 
obviously  and  certainly  of  fatal  tendency,  if  not  interrupted  by 
some  of  the  ^^  poisons,"  by  which  we  can  often  control  them  ?  In 
a  fit  of  colic,  for  instance,  can  the  most^determined  advocate  of 
nature's  unimpeded  exertions  suppose,  that  the  violent  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  gut  is  one.  of  those  salutary  actions,  and  ought 
not  to  be  interrupted  by  opium  and  calomel,  or  other  antispas- 
modic and  purgative  drugs  ?  Or  what  are,  in  that  case,  the^ 
*<  impediments  to  the  natural  exertions  made  bythe  vital  energy," 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  physician  to  remove?  '  What  are 
these  ^'  exertions,"  and  what  these  *^  impediments,"  in  all  acute 
inflammations,  in  hydrocephalus,  in  the  exanthematous  fevers,  in 
syphiUs,  in  dropsy  r  In  truth,  these  terms,  which  are  borrowed 
by  a  loose  and  ialse  analogy  from  the  vocabulary  of  the  mechanist, 
are  inapplicable  to  the  science  of  pathology.  It  cannot,  indeed, 
be  for  a  moment  diluted,  that  ev^ry  operation  upon  the  animd 
economy  must  take  place  through  the  medium  of  the  vital  power: 
Medicamenta  nan  agunt  in  cadaver.  But  the  proposition  is,  in 
our  view  of  the  subject,  not  less  clear,  that  many  of  the  **  exer- 
tions" of  the  vital  power  are  dangerous  from  their  violence,  or 
from  their  tendency  to  produce  morbid  changes  of  structure,  or 
^xhaostioo  of  function  $  and  that,  consequenuy,  **  the  most  ju« 
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HkHooB  flln  of  mrbig**  them  will  oonriflt  in  inttrmMihg  at  ft^ 
pressiDg  their  TioIeiKe,  by  meatni  of  iliote  physieu  igent^y  by 
wbidi  idone  we  can  controol  die  nctionB  of  die  liviw  power,  i.  e* 
among  other  means,  by  mineral  and  Vegetable  memcinesi  how^ 
.'^er  poisonous  they  may  be  when  improperiy  or  ignorantljr  em** 
ployed.  The  rooel  innooentof  o«r  food  migfat  be  otigeoted  to  oA 
this  principle;  for  by  excess  in  qttantity  it  is  ddecetions,  and  mtf 
fcecooie  even  destrucdve  of  life. 

If  there  is  any  meaning  in  the  doctrines  apon  which  we  hai^ 
Just  animadverted,  they  seem  to  be  a  spice  of  that  ^ort  of  phfkn 
iophy,  which  was  in  yogue  in  moral  and  politicsd  f&atters  sottie 
years  ago,  and  was  founded  upon  the  consideration,  not^  man 
4W  he  is,  l3Ut  of  a  certain  perfe^iMity  df  his  nature,  whidi  iki 

£hila<^phers  anticipated  with  greiat  oonAdenoe.  tt  seems  prc^Nl* 
le,  that  our  Mother's  views  of  the  simplicity  of  medical  practice, 
^when  tbe  whole  shall  be  oompris^  in  **  prophyiao^  meSif^ 
dne  "),  will  be  reidized  at  that  era  of  the  worlds  when  mankind 
dfiall  obtain  a  perfect  control  over  their  appetites  and  demres,-^ 
when  the  golden  rule  of  moderadon  in  all  things  shall  never  b^ 
infringed, — and  ibily  shall  have  no  lAflnence  over  human  aotmna^ 
We  do  not  believe  that  the  autlior  has  any  oontempktion  of 
anch  Satnraian  times;  but  m  siidi  times  oti^  can  bis  Viewtf  ci 
medical  practice,  as  far  as  we  comprehend  diem^  be  reaHaed. 
For,  as  be  juetly  observes,  ^'  die  pr^rvadon  of  heidA  ia  radiei' 
ik  virtue  than  an  art : "  therefore,  it  is  obviously  the  perfection  €^ 
virtue  which  be  contemplates  in  this  improvement  of  medicitie. 
But  if  that  era  should  ever  arrive,  we  fear  there  will  be  little 
Occasion  for  ptofessors  of  physic. 

**  The  first  physicians  b^  debauch  were  made; 
V  Excess  began,  and  shll  sustains  the  trade.  ** 

And,  therefore,  in  proportion  as  mtakind  avoided  the  causes  of 
disease)  and  learned  to  banish  empiries^  and  to  put  a  true  esti* 
nate  upon  the  medical  obla«ct^,  in  ibe  same  proportion  would 
the  necessity  for  physicians  diminish,  and  medicine  would  return 
Co  ils  pristine  state^  (as  «  branch  of  phik)sophy  or  general  learn  • 
ing),  from  which  Hippocrates  has  the  credit  of  having  separated 
jt,  and  thus  of  having  cleared  it  of  many  false  doctrines  with 
Which  it  had  been  obs^ired  by  die  speculatioais  of  the  phiioso^ 
jpjber8.--£;ee  Celsus^  lib.  i.  fteL 
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A  Disietiation  on  the  Site  of  a  Bttbid  Animat  g  being  ike  suhtatlce 
ef  an  Ei^ay  rtfhick  deceived  a  Frite  from  the  Ro^l  OMfg^  of 
Surgeons  in  London^  in  the  year  1811.     By  James  GillmaKi 
F.  L.  S.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Lon- 
don*   Svo,  pp.  181.  Cfdlow. 

THOSE  who  consider  the  very  impef  Feet  state  of  our  kaowledgec 
with  r^ard  to  the  nature  and  efficient  treatment  of  the  de» 
plotable  disease  which  results  from  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal^ 
i|otwithst»iding  the  assiduity  with  which  every  case  has  lately 
be^n  watched  and  recorded  by  medical  meni  wijl  perhaps  not 
«toect  to  derive  much  important  information  from  one  o/  those 
epnemeral  productions,  commonly  drawn  up  in  reply  to  tlie 
prize  faestiohs  of  lemrned  bocUe^.  The  honorary  rewards,  offered' 
iipdn  those  occasions,  are  principalltr  calculated  to  excite  th« 
ambition  of  students,  who  have  little  practical  information  to 
communicate;  and  these  laurelled eauv^ySi  therefore,  are  common^ 
ly  distinguished  rather  by  neatness  of  arrangement,  and  deduo* 
tions  frotn  the  labours  of  others,  than  by  any  actual  augmenta- 
tion of  the  sum  of  knowledge  upon  the  proposed  subject  of  in* 
quiry.  The  best  tendency,  pcrnaps,  of  the  institution  of  such 
rewards,  is  the  direction,  which  they  sometimes  give,  to  the  pur* 
auits  and  investigations  of  individuals,  who  thenceforth  adopt 
the  subject  of  their  early  essay  as  the  favourite  object  of  their 
fhture  dbservation  and  experiment,  and  thus  ukimately  aocumii* 
bte  a  mass  of  vahidble  information. 

This  wiil,  peiiiaps,  be  the  principal  advantage  of  the  priasd 
offered  by  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  the  present  instance.  But 
ahhoQgfa  Mr  Gittmlm's  ei^y  iSanncrt  be  said  to  have  thrown  any 
neW  l^bt  npen  the  obseui'e  subject  which  he  has  attempted  to 
elucidate,  yet  it  is  creditaUe  to  his  information  in  respect  to  the 
known  facts,  and  contains  some  additional  observations  from  his. 
personal  investigation,  respecting  the  morbid  anatomy  of  rabie^ 
in  brutes,  ^hich  are  worthy  of  being  recorded. 

He  divides  his  essay  into  three  sections,  which  treat  of  the 
characteristics  of  rabies  in  clogs, — of  the  treatment  of  the  bite 
of  a  rabid  animal,^and  of  the  consequences  of  such  a  bite,  re-* 
fpectively. 
*  I  In  describing  the  symptoms  of  rabies  in  the  dog,  he  seems  to 
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bave  bad  before  bim  an  ample  account  of  tbe  pheDomena  of  the 
disease,  as  it  appears  in  that  animali  which  is  giyen  at  length  in 
Dr  Rees's  Cyclopaedia,  under  die  article  Dog.  It  must  be  ob- 
aerredy  on  a  perusal  of  these  histories,  that  there  is  no  j^othogno' 
momc  mrmntom  of  rabies  in  the  canine  species;  but  that,  like 
otiier  iebrile  dv^eases,  it  occurs  iivith  a  considerable  variety  of 
aymptoms  in  diflTerent  cases.  In  some  of  the  instances  quoted 
by  Mr  Gtllman,  the  real  nature  of  the  disease  was  questioned, 
and  doubtless  very  questionable;  and  was  only  presumed  to  bave 
been  rabies  from  the  appearances  which  presented  themselves  on 
dissection.  In  fact,  the  disease  in  the  dog  appears  to  be,  in  some 
caaes,  a  sort  of  typhoid  fever,  with  black  and  parched  tongue, 
thirst,  and  some  degree  of  delirium:  in  others,  the  tongue  is 
natural,  and  the  saliva  abundant.  In  all  cases,  the  animal  ap- 
pears to  lap  water  readily,  thou^  in  some  he  does  not  swallow 
it:  and  there  seems  to  be  also  consideraUe  variety  in  the  dis- 
position to  bite;  the  animal  being  ^sometimes,  though  rarely, 
violent,  as  the  term  tnad  would  imply ;  but  often  shy,  and  only 
peevish. 

The  dissections  have  exhibited  appearances  not  less  various. 
In  one  cafe,  ftirnished  by  Mr  Carlisle,  who  examined  the  rabid 
dog  after  death,  '*  no  peculiarity  of  stomach,  oesophagus,  or  intes- 
tines'*  was  discovered,  (p.  ^1.};  while  in  others,  quoted  from 
the  publication  of  Dr  Beddoes,  on  fever,  from  Dr  Clarke's  case 
i^Iated  in  this  Journal,  and  from  other  authorities,  marks  of  in* 
llammation  in  various  degrees  have  been  observed  lo  the  fauces 
«nd  salivary  glands,  or  in  the  cesophagiis,  stomach,  or  intestines, 
and  sometimes  ih  the  brain  and  lungs.  This  inflammation,  again, 
has  sometimes  appeared  in  patches,  and  sometimes  it  is  more 
generaUy  diffused  $  sometimes  it  has  been  observed  in  the  inter« 
nal,  and  sometimes  in  the  external  coat  of  the  ^stomach ;  and 
aometimes  every  viscus  of  the  abdomen  and  thorax  have  sufiered 
from  ii«flammaiion,  while  the  head  remained  entirely  free  from 
any  morbid  diange. 

in  a  case,  which  occurred  under  Mr  OlHman's  obserrati<Hi, 
subsequent  to  the  presentation  of  his  essay  to  the  Collie,  die 
following  appearances  presented  tbeuMelves  on  the  dissection  of 
(he  dog. 

«•  The  pia  mater  was  slightly  inflamed  ;  tlie  under  surface  of  the 
^iglottts  »'as  also  inflamed ;  the  trachea  and  eesophagus  exhibited 
i\o  morbid  appearances;  the  stomach  contained  a  chocolate-coloured 
gelatinous-like  fluid  ;  the  villous  coat  was  very  generally  inflamed, 
and  several  of  the  rugee  were  livid,  and  of  a  chocolate  colour.  There 
were  a  great  number  of  mortified  spots,  some  having  the  appearance 
€Jt'  flattened  black  currants  ^  some  more  raised,  like  pxistules ;  and  in 
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some  parts  the  x^lo1l8  coat  was  ulcerated  and  destroyed*    No  other 
parts  eKhibited  any  morbid  appearance.  **    p.  31. 

The  author  has  given  a  figure  of  this  stomach,  tit  a  sort  nf 
aqua  tinta,  whidi  conveys  but  an  indiflf^ent  notion  of  the  dis^^ 
ease*  He  adds«  that  Mr  Brookes,  in  Blenheim  8tr«et,  h^i  A 
stomachy  taken  from  an  animal  which  died  rabid,  exhibttlhg  si«* 
milar  appearances.  Mr  Gillman  inoculated  two  rebbhn  with  tho 
fluid  of  these  '*  apparent  pustules  | ''  but  no  change  in  their 
health  ensned.  * 

The  do^,  just  afluded  to»  bit  an  ok!  sow«  ftnd  two  yotitig  ptgii 
in  its  rabid  state ;  all  the  three  died  rabidf  and  were  dissected 
by  the  author.  Both  the  symptoms  of  the  di^eaM  In  the  swihe^ 
and  the  morbid  changes  ofa«erred  after  death,  are  worthy  of  tio« 
tice,  as  they  are  the  jmneipal  novelties  contributed  by  the  HiH 
thor. 

**  One  of  the  young  pigs^  already  referred  itt^  whk'h  hsd  h(>&f« 
bitten  least,  and  that  only  about  the  ear^r^  on  the  tnmhhi^  tft  iU^  ifnffk 
day  after  the  bite,  refused  his  food«  When  irffVre^l  to  him  M  (f^fifil| 
by  placing  it  in  bis  troog^,  after  smellm^  at  h  he  ffin  htmV,  fti\n^^^ 
his  nose  in  the  air,  and  was  moefc  agitated  ^  hi  the  ev^r>f rre  hi>  hft<1  4 
convulsve  motion  and  twitchtAg  of  Im»  Ihnbs/  The  el^te rrth  d^y  ( thtf 
9ec€nd  tj^ihe  attadi)  be  became  esoreMely  tfol^M/  When  I  ftnw  hrmy 
there  was  a  oonsideraMe  qatntky  el  frothy  (^]r7»  ahmit  hh  tnnuih  t 
he  started,  and  threw  htsseetf^ahotie  in  a  most  ^xtra^yrdinnry  mnn^er » 
sonetJBscs  ke  spang  s*  lease  three  leet  fren^  (he  gf(nmd;  then  h^nt 
hioBcIf  foreftly  agawMf  the  wall ;  iend  ^ometkaes  raft  rmmd  on  hie 
hiad'legs^  aamji^  de»  wf^  fhtyifi^  wkh  (heir  tails*  'this  }tt  tamtittvh 
ed,  tiQ  exhsflrtedy  he  would  1^1)  dowA  isr\4  pant ;  hat  sofm  .n<».tf n  be« 
cawulsedi,  andf  les^ped  from  the  ground  ««  hefiytet  ^<t}im^  with 
mteiiee  en  kw  h^ick  or  sides.  Abf>iTt  t\ocr^,  the  pt^tst^tt 
who  fittf  him  ^^e  Rinv  a  slight  Wo^  on  the  Ivead,  ?md  ki l!<Kf  hitYt.  Ort 
disscctibu^  the  only  parte  iniTan«i*d  were,  fhe  iwder  «im'fA(^^  6f  th^  ept- 
^ettioy  and  the  villous  (Joae  of  the  ^mterior  i«i*fj*0(k  of  th^  :jtf>>T>ich/ 
to  the  csetent  c^f  fhe  paim  of  t9ie  hand.-  Ifhe  head  >md  fniflFefe<T  u\iclt 
injury  fronr  die  ^ihlence  of  fhe  6onv^l^^or^«?,  tfhat  Ary  df<'?f^cfi<m  ^<>\rfyf 
be  nrade  ^  die  jHtull  and  lo#or  jaw»  were  fraot«r(Mf  r  fot^gite  hv  it*  rta^ 
taral  stare.  '*    p.  S3t 

The  o&e»  jow\gpif(^  #hieA  v^9  m7i<s1  (Vrt  ^f^  f^^^teenflt  day 
from  the  bite,  had  been  severely  fovn  a\i(f  wotrnded  by  the  te^tn 
ef  die  dog;  f fig  dfseane  dommerteed  \vitli  t\^or%  f  he  stotjd 
shivering  beside  his  trough;,  appeared  rtinchdcbilitftttxl;  and  re- 
fiised  food.  Oh  the  .5/r^{)n<f  dtiy  of  thedlseiisc,  his  po^Jterior  extre- 
mities were  parulylic  j  he  lay  on  his  j-ide,  fmthinj^  at  tlio  mouthy 


*  Mr  Gillman  also  inociilnted  twi>  rahhits  \rith  the  saliva  of  one  of 
tfie  mi>id  yig9,  >i<ithour  producing  any  dir  iisc  whatever,     p*  38* 
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luklpafiini^  the  straw  sbmit  wkh  his  Ibre-ftet  and  tee#».  The 
eyelids  were  separated,  so  that  he  seemed  to  stare,  and  the  eyes 
were  tnflsiped.  **  On  the  ikird  day,  it  ]ay  the  whole  time'on 
iuside;  awlf  except  oocasionaUysli^tirilehffiipki  the  liep 
reoiained  perfectly  stiil,  and  noable  to  rise,  hmmg  lost  aO  pov^r 
in  its  extremities :  it  squeakd  when  touched,  as  if  the  i^kin  were 
sa^nsithan  usaaUy  sensiole,  and  particulariy  when  the  mother  went 
Dear  il,  or  touched  it.  Towards  th«  ereRisg^  the  breathing  ber 
came  so  feeble  as  scarcely  to  be  discerned,  and'  the  eosjuoetiv.e 
membrane  69  torgjd  as  to  protrude  beyond  liie  palpebw.  ^  It 
died  at  a  late  hour  the  same  night. 

On  dissectioHf  the  bnin  exhxated  a  eonsidenable  haBmorrha^^ 
firom  the  rupture  of  the  veins  of  the  pia  mister,  near  the  superior 
loQgitmiiflal  sinus,  and  the  pia  mater  itself  was  fonnd  much  ifl^ 
flamed:  the  tongue  and  oesophagus  natural;  the  under  surf^eeof 
|he  epiglottis,  tpe  inner  membrane  of  the  trachi^^  posteriorly^  and 
the  viiious  coat  of  tbe  stomach  near  the  cardia  anteriorly,  sligbtly 
inflamed,  one  or  two  of  it$  rugae  being  livid. 

The  old  sow  bq^an  to  pick  up  straws  an4  dirt  tpjenfy^sfoen 
days  after  the  bite,  and  on  the  28tb  reliised  £pQd>  but  was  wiet 
and  harmless,  constantly  rubbing  the  bitten  parts,  as  the  oUierf 
had  also  done.  In  the  evening,  she  eat  some  gooseberries,  bat 
swallowed  them  with  difficulty.  On  the  next  day,  she  ajj^ieared 
dull,  but  came  out  of  her  sty:  some  milk  waso&red  her,  when 
she  made  several  attempts  to  drink,  but  could  not :  diere  was  a 
peculiar  convulsive  motion  of  the  head,  and  iwitebmg  of  the  un-> 
der  jaw,  but  no  dread  of  fluids.  In  the  evenings  the  convulsive 
mptions  of  tbe  be^d  were  much  increased,  and  recurred  every 
quarter  of  an  hour;  she  then  '^  squealed  out,  and  became  alarm- 
ed when  anyone  approached  her. "  On  th^Jburth  morning,  these 
symptoms  became  still  more  frequent  and  violent.  She  often 
jumped  up  suddenly  upon  her  hind  legs,  and  threw  herself  upoti 
er  back  with  great  force*  She  seems,  indeed,  to  have  exhibiled 
much  of  that  extreme  irritability  which  characterizes  the  dis- 
ease in  the  human  subject :  for  **  she  w^  aiFected  by  the  least 
noise:" — Mr  Oilman  says,  **  when  I  stamped  my  foot  firmly  on 
the  ground,  she  was  thrown  bv  the  noise  into  the  most  Violent 
convulsive  state,  and  squealed  horribly.  To  such  a  high  d^ee, 
in  sh(jrt,  did  the  morbid  excitability  of  the  nervous  system  ar- 
rive, tliat  the  poor  animal  was  aifected  by  the  least  Xouch,  which 
seemed  to  be  torture.  In  the  evening  the  symptoms  were  still 
more  aggravated :  she  beat  herself  against  the  walls,  and  sprang 
up  against  the  roof  of  the  sty. "  These  agitations  continued  tiS 
two  in  the  morning,  when  she  died. 

The  following  were  tbe  appearances  whidi  presented  them* 


I 


jH^Ties  to  the  dweol:or« :  viss.  fiK^bi  m^i-ks  of  mflamTttation  about 
the  epigl^^  mid  tb«  pyJorq^,  with  some  livid  maarka  in^tbe  vSr 
joii^  coat  of  th<e  $toi»ft^.  Tbe  jstate  of  the  bmn  is  not  loendoii- 
isd*  II  woold  SM^m  ob?iatifi>  howey^er,  tiiat  both  tfee  paralysis  oT 
l^e  j^CQiid  pigt  aad  the  violent  coDvufeive  jactitadcoifi  ^f  the  ather 
4iro«  are  ixriof  ipaUy  ref^able  to  the  niio^bid  coQdiiion,  of  the 
l>raiii.  But  upon  these  appearances,  or  the  connexion  of  die 
ajfoiploflns  with  them,  the  author  makes  no  obserFxitioDr 
'  He  now  enters  upon  the  investigauon  of  the  origin  of  rabies  ia 
jlo^  ;  jmdf  after  showing  that  it  prc^ably  is  produced  indepeod«- 
miliy  of  paiticular  clioiates,  of  putrid  aliment,  of  deQcieocjr  m£ 
jvater^  of  waiit  &!  perspiration,  or  o£  the  worm  »nder  the  tongue, 
go  whidb  it  has  been  at  diiSferent  times  ascribed,  he  eKpi«Bse&  hia 
^lief  that  it  origisiates  aomewhai  like  typhus  in  the  humaa  subi» 
4sel9  and  is  not  aifvavs  produced  by  inoculation  by  means  of  a 
Me  r  that  is,  he  thinks  it  is  occasionally  lurottght.oa  by  the  4:onr 
Anement  of  dogs,  without  exercise,  in  ckzse  and  iUthy  kennels  $. 
'  and  that  the  suicc^^s  of  Mr  Trevaly»i,  as  reWed  by  Dr  3ardsley, 
^.dearing  his  konnd  of  the  disease  by  chaaging  even  the  pave^ 
flocDt,  after  other  means  of  purification  had  failed,  afibrds  pr&- 
^lunpiive  evidence  in  favosur  of  that  opinion  f  and*  ooosequenlly^ 
^e  methdd  of  wiarantine  adqpted  by  Mr  Meyn/eU,  and  raoonn- 
joended  fay  Dr  Barney,  on  the  supposition  tmt  the  disease  oA^ 
^jjinatesexcbsiviely  from  icontagion,  will  not  be  a  sufficient  paeh 
^TfiDtive  akuie.  tAtatteTiCnts,  ]be  shows,  friHH  sdme  facts. statedt 
hj  ihe  meeead  sportsman,  Mr  Daniel,  thai;  the  poison  Mes  dor#- 
maiitin do^js,  ia stMne instances, fpiir, fi«e, and ^ixraontfas t  aad^ 
#on8ef}ui»iny,  that  the  period  of  two  montiis  is  not  ^uffident  fijr 
quarantine,  befpre  a  new^dog  is  introduced  into  a  pack. 

Heauf^CHreoBcludes  this  seetioa  with  reeapitulating  the  iot- 
Jerenoes,  dedueed  in  the  oanrae  of  it,  which  are  sufQeientiy  inde* 
^stve.  The  principal  conclnsiozo,.  Cbr  instance,  are^ 
.  **  That  appearaoaes  of  inflammation^  particukrly  of  the  sto^ 
jnoach,  are  not  alwap  found  afiser  death ;  and  that  the  bodies  of 
•these  animals  occasionally  «diibit  na  mark, of  disease  whatever. 

^  That,  although  aU  the  preceding  ^fmpioms  may  be  absent^  aa 

•iMnceness,  loss  of  appetite,^  and  dread  of  water,  and  there  sbcMiki 

be  no  marks  of  disease  after  deaths  &c.  the  dog  isxsapaUe  of  oonK 

munical^ig  this  ^sease  to  varioua  animals>  particularly  to  the 

liuman  spedes. ''    p.  83*. 

In  fact,  the  most  comprehensive  view  of  the  records  of  medi- 
eine  on  this  subject,  lead  to  nothing  more(Satt^ai?tory  ;  for,  at- 
'thoBgh  some  morUd  change  of  structure  has  commonly  beeo 
discovered  by  dissection  of  rabid  animals;  yet  the  orjc^uns  which 
found  diseased  ia  one»  weare  altog(L>Lher  sound  in  aaoiher. 
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and  none  of  the  morbid  condidons  were  adec|uate  to  explain  aH 
the  phenomena  of  this  sinsfular  and  formidable  malady. 

In  his  second  section,  Mr  Gillman  reviews  the  opinions  that 
have  been  urged  in  favour  of  three  modes  of  local  treatment  of 
the  wound,  viz.  the  use  of  caustics,  of  ablution,  and  of  excision  of 
the  bitten  parts ;  deeming  the  reputed  preventive  medicines  total- 
ly inefficacious.  His  chief  objection  to  the  caustic  arises  from  8 
notion,  that  the  poison*  is  not  decomposed  by  such  a  chemical 
agent,  but  that  a  mere  mixture  takes  place  of  the  caustic  sub« 
stance,  the  decomposed  animal  fibre,  and  of  the  poison.  *'  A 
new  compound  is  formed,  a  saponaceous  mass,  or  eschar,  whidi 
is  generally  suffered  to  remain  until  it  sloughs  away.  '*  p.  94*. 
Whence,  he  thinks,  that  actual  mischief  is  perhaps  produced 
both  by  die  retendon  of  the  virus,  and  by  the  more  extensive  ex- 
posure of  it  to  the  action  of  the  absorbents.  And  he  quotes  seve- 
ral cases,  in  which  rabies  occurred,  after  the  most  assiduous 
employment  of  caustics.  He,  therefore,  recommends  the  speedy 
ana  complete  excision  of  the  part,  after  cardiil  abhidon,  both  of 
the  wound  and  of  the  external  surface.  The  recommendation  of 
the  latter  caution,  as  well  as  of  changing  the  knife,  as  often  as  it 
appears  to  enter  into  the  wound  made  by  the  tooth,  lest  the 
sound  parts  mav  be  inoculated  by  the  very  operation,  appears  to 
be  judicious.  When  the  nature  and  situation  of  the  wounded 
parts  render  excision  dangerous  or  impracticaUe,  he  advises  us 
to  have  recourse  to  ablution  only,  as  the  next  preferable  preven- 
tive ;  for  which  purpose  he  recommends  a  weak  solution  of  am- 
monia, consisting  ot  one^fifth  part  of  the  latter  to  four  of  water  ; 
but  whether  he  employed  the  pure  or  the  carbonated  ammoniat 
he  has  omitted  to  state.  The  most  assiduous  application  of  the 
lotion,  aided  by  the  use  of  a  syringe,  and  followed  by  that  of 
warm  water,  he  diinks  may  sucoessmlly  remove  every  particle  of 
the  virus,  and  secure  the  patient  from  future  rabies.  He  accords 
with  the  opinion,  now  generally  adopted,  that  this  security  may 
probably  be  obtained,  by  resorting  to  excision,  even  at  a  distant 
period  irom  the  bite,  and  when  the  wound  has  been  long  heal- 
ed ;  since  the  poison  appears  to  lodge  in  the  part,  and  is  t^nly 
taken  into  the  constitution  at  the  time  when  the  i^fmptoins  of  rarr 
bies  commence. 

The  author  quotes  some  experiments  made  by  Dr  -Zinke,  of 
Jenai ;  but  from  what  publication,  in  this,  as  in  many  other  in- 
stances of  his  quotations,  he  omits  to  state.  Dr  Zinke  inoculat- 
ed three  dogs,  a  cat,  two  rabbits,  and  a  co<;k,  with  the  saKva  of' 
a  dog,  which  had  died  rabid,  mixkig  the  vknis,  in  differ^it  in- 
stances, with  volatile  alkali,  a  strong  soluti<m  of  arsenic,  pbosphoii- 
ated  water,,  and  tirxture  of  cantharides^  and  aftarwanis  Waskiag, 
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die  wtMittdi  wth  tfat  sitibr  ttifaflltiioQB.  Oai  dog«  on  th^  itnib 
dfty  after  inooolatibn,  one  rabbk  oq  the  eUvenih  day^  the  cat  on 
tfce  ftiVtf  A«  and  the  cock  jon  the  JburteaUh  day «  were  seized  vith 
robieis  which  proved  fatal :  the  rest'  had  no  disease^  From  these 
experimeitts  we  acqpnre  no  informatioay  except  ^rhaps  an  ar* 
^ment  in  refutation  of  the  dpinioiiy  maintained  by  aome  physi- 
cians, Asa  the  rabies  originates,  like  tetanas,  not  from  the  instil** 
lation  of  a  poW>n,  but  from  dieirritation  of  the  bite  i  but  as  tbete 
is  a  wound  inflicted  in  the  process  of  the  iadcnktion,  althoun^ 
Mich  a  wound  has  nsever  produced  rabies,  when  made  with  a  dean^ 
itistnitnent,  even  the^  mots  wiB  probidily  not  convince  those  in« 
veterate  sceptics* 

In  the  third  section,  which  relates  to  **  the  consequences,  fcc*' 
of  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal,  'M.  e.  to  the  disease  usually  called 
hydrophobia,  as  it  appears  in  the  human  su^ect,  there  is  no<^ 
thing  particalariy  wortoy  of  notice,  or  aoirel,  except  a  history  of 
die  symptoms  in  a  caaB  which  the  author  had  an  opportunity  of 
seang.  In  stating  the  literary  history  c£  the  cBsease^  in  a  brief 
itad  hasty  maonerf  (hi  which  he  appears  to  have  had  another  ar-* 
tide  in  the  aforementioned  C^dopcdia  in  his  eye),  he  commita 
$  mistake  ib  sayingtfaat  Aristotle  nas  remarked,  that  persons  bit- 
ten by  rabid  aiiimais,  die  of  rabies  $  for  Aristotle  exoepts  mai» 
Abne,  of  all  animals,  from  the  fatal  inlsctkui.  *  . 

In  many  passages  the  author  betrays  an  sdiperfect  acquaintri 
ance  with  the  correct  itmctttre  of  bia  la&gf  age  $  but,  on  ih% 
whole,  he  writer  with  perspicuity*     . 


VL 

Monographie  des  Degenerathm  Skirreum  detMstomac^fondtesut 
un  grand  fuunbre  d'ObMervationft  r€0t€itti€$  tafU  a  la  CUnique  In^ 

'  iefiude  PBcole  de  Medi^ng  df  Paris,  qu' a  PHSpiial  CccUju 
Par  Fbedbric  CRaEOBti,  M*  D.  i  Paris^  1806,  pp.  SIS* 

nr*Hift  work  is  inscribed  to  Corvisart,  and  impMrs  to  be  written 
'^  by  a  pnpil  of  his  very  excellent  sdiooL    The  author  has  fti 


*  This  exception  is  twice  scatady  in  his  short  chapter  **  oo  dM  dlu 
eases  of  dogs. "  Hie  words  are,  in  the  edition  of  Th.  Oasa,  «<  Canes 
tribos  kiborant  vidis,  rahie,  angmft*  podagt)& :  facit  rabies  fttrorem^ 
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tx>ntively  examined  the  cbaiif^  ppodoocd  bjrimirbid  stTaetare  io^ 
the  stomach,  and  b^  his  observationB  has  added  to  oar  knowledge 
of  the  pathoiofKj  of  that  organ.     lo  his  pf eface,  he  makes  sonx^ 
remarks  on  the  compavathre  Kability  of  the  two  texes  to  different 
diseases  i  females  are  more  subject  to  pidmmary  constMuption^ 
than  males  $  and  anen  are  more  salgect  to  organic  diseasev  of  the 
stomach  and  of  the  hc«t  than  women.     Dr  Baittte  has  remMrk- 
r      ed  that  sdrrhus  of  the  stomach  is  more  freqtiently  met  with  in 
r      men  thmi  in  women,  and  Dr  Chardd's  experience  confirms  tbi» 
observation ;  he  says  he  has  scarcely  seen  one  instance  of  this 
disease  among  the  patients  at  the  infirmary  (Sakpetriere)  which 
is  appropriated  to  old  women.     Out  of  the  whole  number  of 
bodies  dissected  every  year  at  TEcolede  Meddcine,  fomr  in  every 
Hundred  are  found  to  have  scirrhous  affection  jof  the  stomach. 
Hence  Dr  Chardel  concludes*  that  next  to  the  lungs  and  the* 
heart,  the  stomach  is  moat  liable  to  oigank  disease,  or  to  changr 
es  of  structure  arisingfrom  morbid  action  %  after  the  stomach,  he 
thinks  the  liver  is  most  frequently  affected  with  diseased  struc- 
tiirei  so  that  the  Mver  nmks  only  in  the  fourth  placcy  in  the  scale 
of  predisposition  to  organic  disease* 

Thtt  order  in  which  the  sairrhiNM  af&ctkiDs  oS  the  stosoach  are 
treated  in  this  vah»Ue  essay,  is  that  pointed  out  by  imatomipal 
demoTistrations.  The  author  first  ^begins  with  scirrhus  of  the 
cardia  i  next  of  the  body  or  substanee  of  the  stomach  ;  thirdly, 
^f  scivrhtiur  of  the  pyferusf  and  he  dien  goes  on  to  investigate 
the  causes  of  these  diseases,  and  to  point  out  the  various  nM>rbid 
actions  which  may  be  sometimes  confounded  with  and  mistaken 
for  them.  Under  each  article,  cases  and  dissections  are  detailed 
to  ilTustrate  the  observations  which  the  author  makes. 

The  first  chapter  contains  five  cases,  with  dissections,  of  scir- 
rhus of  the  cardia;  the  symptoms  an,  pain,  diiBcuky  in  swallow- 
inff,  frequent  vomiting,  costivene$s,  emaciation ;  and  sometimes 
a  nard  tumor  c^i^  be  feh  in  the  region  of  the  stomach. 

The  second  chapter  comprehends  scirrhous  affections  of  tlie 
body  of  the  stomach,  the  symptoms  of  which  are,  sense  of  weight 
and  uneasiness  in  tlie  region  of 'the  stocftach,  vomipng  of  £Qod> 
obstinate  costiveness,  ai^  bard  tumor.  AU  ihe  patients  were 
above  thirty,  most  Si  them  above  forty  years  of  age  ;  they  had 
suffered  anxJety,  and  been  exposed  to  mental  distress*  Sooth- 
ing medicines,  anpdynes^  laxatives,  Oysters,  were  employed  with 

-------    ■  ■  ■  ^  -  ■ 

et  qute  momorderit  onmia  rafbiuat*  eaccepto  homiK.%  lutsreunt  cane» 
hoc  oiorbo,  et  qus  morsa  sunt,  excepio  Iiomine. "  Aristot.  U»r.  Anim«r 
lib.  viit.  cap.  22.  The  author's  karDiog,  in  this  ini»;^nfie  at  kast,  ha# 
been  at  second-hand. 
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Iitdeor.no  beo^t;  fanndy  was  fbond  to  remain  in  the  stomach 
idien  every  thing  dse  wiis  r^ecfed  by  vomiting:,  tn  tases  of 
sdrrho-contmcted  pylorus,  ten  instances  of  which  at^  accurate- 
ly described,  the  tomiting  occurs  half  an  hour  or  an  hoiir  after 
eating  $  a  hardness  And  tuitior  can  readily  be  felt ;  the  emacia- 
tion is  Tery  considerable,  and  the  stomach  is  (bund  prodigiously 
enlarged  in  atee  and  weight  III  one  taiOi  the  jgttAt  ctirvature 
descended  so  low  down  as  the  brim  of  the  fMtvis.  Th&  \ite!t  was 
fimnd  disessed  in  several  dissections :  white  ttibereleis  \;^re  de- 
tected im  the  parenchymatous  substi&nce  of  this  organ  i  tihA  In 
these  cases,  di'opsy  pr^seded  the  detith  6f  the  pattentd;  Ih  the 
rest  of  the  cases,  ail  the  viscera,  except  the  pylorUs,  were  per- 
fectly healthy. 

The  causes  of  these  disorders  sire  far  from  being  evident  Dr 
jChardel  reduces  them  to  three  general  heads.  1.  Mechanical 
irritation.  2.. Chemical  or  animftrirritaiion*  S*  A  pecuJiar  state 
pf  the  lymphatic  system.  All  classes  of  pti^|de  are  equally  sub<^ 
ject  to  sdrrhous  stomach,  therefore  mechanical  breMure  has  very 
fittle  to  do  in  tho  production  of  the  disease.  The  abuse  of  spiri«* 
tuous  liquors  passes  for  a  frequent  cause  i  yet  among  all  the  ea- 
ses described^  not  a  smglaone  silppofts  tiiat  opinion.  Workmen, 
who  drink  flpirito  in  a  mnmiilg  fasting,  afe  not  more  subject  to^ 
scmhoos<aaietions^f  the  stomadi,  inati  persoiM  In  other  situa- 
tions in  Kfb.  Stoll  mentiona  his  having'met  with  sevefal  iffstan- 
ces  of  sdrrfans  in  the  stomach,  ocscasiotied  by  the  ititeifipprate 
nseof  spiritnoos'fiqoorsr  but  the  caded  liddticed  by  hinl  prove' 
too  nracn ;  for  there  wef  e  other  nforbld  appeiirances^  which  cbuld 
not  arise  from  the  topical  aetion  of  fermented  )i(|uor^. 

Scirrhus  commences  by  a  thickening  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach,  which  forms  adhesions  io  the  muscular  ooat;  thi^ 
odhdar  sobstance  placed  between  the  m  oscular  and  peritoneal 
eooubeisomes  the  sent  of  the  diseased  strncture#  find,  l^enkirffe- 
ment,  separates  the  fibres  of  the  muscular  eoati  these  parts  rte^ 
come  enlarged,  and  adhere  together,  till  at  laAt  the  mucous  mem" 
brase »  more  lahasigad  in  its  stroetnre,  becomes  alcerated,  or 
throws  oat  a  fiuigns.  Dr  Chardel  is  dlnaosed  to  think  this  com- 
pfaunt  isaeldoas  povdy  a  local  disease.  He  attributes  re  to  some 
moMd  condicior^  of  the  tympbatie  system,  different  from  eaneer  r 
Ae  orgaMMlon  c4  thir  tubercles  feond  smnel^mee  ih  the' stomachy 
andt  sometimes  iw  other  abdoiMfta)  visieera^  pofAts  ewt  ttatM  analo- 
gy, and  yet  msrrks  a  diflference  between  them  and  eamcer.  fie  di-* 
vides  the  progress  of  thel  diseaile  inlto  chreis  stages;  the  beginning,' 
the  confirmed,  and  the  ulcerated  stage.  The  duration  is  oncer, 
tainj  in  general,  it  is  slow,  cspccialiy  in  the  Brut  stage,  which  la^ti* 

I  1  '2 
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t-iij-^isfr!.   In*  d  »^.a»**^  w^  viun.  iff  »*   ii:L^]i^nrji  trcm^  arc  t 

nMa*vtsBMnn,  ti«  pam  »  fiaed  tta  anr  apofc,  eaiier  nitiiwiat  at  af 
#rtiort  diBMtMm.  sit:  «nuTe  or  its**  acuuf  m  tne  e9i|rattrk  rqpioii^  per- 
ixvAi*  It  niin-  ^»t  kiK-Ttsaiied  bf  pre^wng  dtmid  ft,  e«i«(scia%  o&er  «  land. 
>>  K  uicrtfiiMr  o(  nm-iiri  m1ll^ltam^  aHtr  fe(»d  »  Tnhnn  imo  the  somaok, 

<J»pT^M»n.  i«^cunipantt5d  -wftb  «  «ei»e  of  'we^gbx  in  '&x  ^[A^aAivjm ; 

MrttteLnm«»  tt»  Iwd  if  kimi^ht  tip  inr 

hu^^  rt  cjtfwrtg  ••  •ptritQoaf  fii|«BiiK  to  mmam  4inr  ^^yejUioDb     At 

•Tliw  tifiKM,  tioyiL  ■■>■**  ^^w  *  «erf  i^ 

cLif  |Bratf«»iW  «TiBrta»c*>y  tBtii  tte*  feiiA 

ftiiurd*  raiiJ;  Aiffcmrti  «i'  (lie  tev«^, 
tuAku»  m  fttptd  progretis;  but  xDori;  coTHimiAy 
*iid  t'Viru  i;tM(t;iMtu  GJji^kxi  and  JnmaTirc 
•itA>li,  i^L'TteraLij  ai£urd  temporarj  relitzL  in  ^pke  of  ^e  tnobiem 
^  ;'( >tu  ^  foiid^  Oie  ap^iiie  faest  freqae^tiy  covdaiiaes^  it  is  mmk- 
(^  'ir«  iucffLD^edt  snd  tltt:  crarlng  for  food  i£  jou>ed  lo-  the  borrar  oT 
l!«c  eviU  which  are  brought  od  by  lakiDg  it.  The  tongue  remalnt 
fit* ati  m(m1  moln ;  tfic  taste  uaturaL  When  qrmptoms  of  sordes  ap- 
p«»»r,  U  U  only  bj  mccidenU  •• 

♦*  9«rrmd  V<r«^r.— EmariatioTi  slruugly  nnArf;  ofxea  fir  atfwatpi.' 
TmtHw  m  ihe  ef}i:ranric  region  tnore  or  \cm  cxtesnre ;  vaore  mr  lei» 
{Hiitifiil.  Lyinir  down  upeii  tlie  tide  epp— ite  to  dist  ^vfacb  it 
pi«'«l  bf  dio  tumor  it  tonetiflnt  mtftsf .  TwwliMi^  ^  CMi, 
|#«iMU  or  mtrely  bf  the  ristng  op  of  the  fool,  williuOl  its  lMrai|^ 
4»»»oito  mj  other  rhtogt  that  wfatt  tsAm  ^m« 
tiMtioitt  titto  io  fio  rrntwrh ,  oteakitanv 
••»<«fti^»     FtHoMt  any  iwttio  tetool  dbyt  withtrnt 

<M*  «|0m»fJi  U  ooi  ver/  irriubio  i  thts  |bo  fiiod  MP! . 

U  *M«ilif'«  Uie  MomtcU  cuomct;  tad  ia  tbit  ttate  af  diiitantwt;  itt 
^(i*M«  i>tn  b«  pfrrci2ifcJ  ibrougU  iha  fih4A^"**  cotaria^.  InllOt 
' /^  -i,  i<  t>c»«x>diic»»  mT  very  great  tue.  tad  ^ives  the  aeotttioQ  of  tome 

•*  A«  inU|>ttloJ,  tcilttive  mediiiaet  often  produce  the  happictt 
•^^j  *h4  Itr  a  Hum  atop  Ui#  etcVotit.   The  patient  who  bat  beea 
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gwapelrf  to  diminbti,  b^  d^e«s,  tli«  bulk  and  colidness  of  bw 
food,  is  ofteo  reduced  w  ukin?  merely  a  tittle  milk,  broA,  or  ver- 
Bicelii  Pdns  in  tfae  rtamach  bectxne  constanL  Ohstiatte  cOStive- 
■CM  ;  tl«  ataaii  In  i  iii  lia*^  Aim,  mmi  fJuhy^  verj  like  meconiun. 
Dian^sa  MMCtiaea  ^tctaates  vkli  constipation,  life  appeiite  oA 
(«■  rwaini,  and  the  <oi^;ne  ■•  c)«*b  ;  « times  a  disagreable  taste  u 
peccti»Bd.  «kkaa{|fc  the  iw^w  be  bM  at  all  foul. " 

"  Tiird  Simge—Simt  ci  atioa  «mI  KwnMRHs  «rnved  at  its  highest 
|Mint.  The  palieDt  is  cxtnoemt,  or  in  a  state  «  if  all  rhe  juircs  of  his 
Iwdj  h«d  Utct«d  smay.  fatos  in  the  atonndt-re  mate  violent  aod 
more  p^nanoK;  o^una  do  lon^  pnxrwres  rest.  Tbe  tnatter  vo- 
mited is  changed,  aad  has  a  snell  sonwlimet  tbA  is  rotolerable  t  at 
lecgth,  what  n  bratigfat  up  bjr  vonitiiig,  ta^ke  blade  pease- porridge, 
resemUing  soot  atiKed  with  vtsctd  matter,  or  it  is  oidjr  tinged  witli 
streaks  of  this  daf^  colmir.  The  atooU  tmdei^  Che  same  cbrntJiesi 
^  may  bajyea  the  aKn«e  evacBattoM  alwie  ondecgo  these  ehangest 
'If  the  uteeratiM)  is  shaaced  very  aaar  the  pjhric  epetavg  of  the  •*»■ 
wwti  The  breath  bewrs  fetid,  the  moth  <ary  fall,  yet  the  fgw 
■■till  retains  its  mdmal  appemwioa.  Towards  the  close,  relaxation 
fc^HHtly  wceeedi  t«  cMtsTsaeas :  it  is  not  wcwamon  for  the  yq- 
iwitmp  te  fmt,  the  stoma ch  bmin^  4ost  all  iu  potr«r.  Death  Uik« 
ftlace  Mthoot  »gaay.  "—Such  is  generallj  th«  progress  of  acirrlnu 
.of  the  «t~ii.fh  In  aoBu  particular  cases,  vomttiog,  which  is  the 
.■cbid*  aysaptom,  is  waotiqg  ^hogetbtv,  «•  several  other,  symptoms 
.•nt."p>14>3.  ^ 

:  Repeatod  obetnadeaa,  at  the  Codmi  liocpit*1,  tiaw  coqcu''- 
Ted  to  prove  to  Dr  Clutrtfcj,  hew  ofaanire  and  di£iciilt  is  tlu: 
dia|^«nsororgaiite>£;cti<tt*«rthe«tO[D>ch.  St^-eral ciuee  ore 
pvea  in  detaij  to  prove  this  menion,  which  iw««L>  ao  proof  to 
-those  who  are  in  tbe  baUt  of  prescribing  fur  disawe^^  theu' 
.real  tutHre,  and  not  merely  by  uttir  Chtisiian  f)ain«.  Tiit.9gfi 
and  time  of  file  is  ike  principal  drcuiustance  to  Ife  (l^)«iKlt.-d 
jupon,  in  fiiroiag  our  ofniion  of  tbe  nature  of  the  •pwu^  ifUie^ 
sonwumes  excites  incrasaut  vomitinj;.  if  cha  patient  be  Jfoaog, 
we  oa|^  not .  tuqiect  aay  acirt^uiy,'  whick  does  eqt  ■ooenK  W 

Thelsstf^^iter  ofduavoilt  is  verysfaflrti  it  ifotHaHu  j^eu- 
■kf-*  Esw  graend  ramvks  (geti«^litei)  on  tbe  itmtmmt.  «f  scic- 
rhoos  aflectioaa  of  the  stonaeii..  It  is  oD^'  lijr  prcveotinfj  tbe  u^ 
■tfentteditage  froiw  coining  dd,  that  re«odte»caii  be  ueetol  j  for, 
-when  onoe  ettidiHshed,  uie  care  ef  the  ^^iaeete  is  J>eyond  tbe 
ireacb  of  art.  The  remedies  reonatneDded,  nj^  tbe  am)phl(H{i». 
tic  rcpmcn  and  blisters,  when  symptoms  of  increased  nctiun  or 
indammntioa  are  pr^enlj  opiates.  anlU^AitiKHlics,  emojiienu 
laxatives,. glysters;  aijij  tlit^'djet  Jioulil.uubsUt o|^  a^'litleg  tautA 
easily  digested.     '  '  -  ,     '  ' 
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PART  III. 

MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


BiographUal  Memoir  of  the  late  Ds.  Willan. 

Robert  Willan,  M.  D«  F.  H*  S.  and  S.  A,  was  born  on  tbt 
ISth  <^  November  1757,  at  the  Hill,  near  Sedbergh,  in  York-* 
<tyre«  where  his  father  resided,  in  the  enjoyment  of  extensive 
iH^tfeal  ranitatioii  and  practice,  *  He  was  educated  in  the  prin* 
*eifdto  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  received  h\3  scholastic  tni*- 
tton  exclasiveiy  at  Sedbergh ;  having  obtained  his  classical  know- 
ledge at  the  grammar-school  of  that  place,  under  the  care  of  die 
Reverend  Dr  Bateman,  and  his  mathematical  acquirements,  into 
the  higher  part^  of  which  he  advanced  with  great  success,  by  the 
assistance  of  the  celebrated  Mr  Dawson.  Being  early  distin- 
guished by  his  studious  disposition  and  the  rapidity  of  his  at- 
taiimients;  he  wa#  a  favourite  pupil  with  both  his  tutors,  and 
was  advanced  by  the. former  into  the  classes  of  his  seniors,  Op 
mong  whom  he  maintained  his  station  by  the  excdience  of  his 
iessons  and  exercises.  He  became  ultimately  an  aocompKsfaed 
classical  scholar,  and  was  deemed  to  excel  his  master  in  his  cri«> 
tica(  knowledge  of  Greek*  Mr  Dawson  likewise  esteemed  him 
one  of  the  mo^t  successful  studeqts  of  the  mathematics,  among 
*ihe  numerous  able  pupils  whom  he  instructed  in  that  science. 
'The'inedital  profession  had  long  been  detei^mined  upon  as  the 
object  of  bis  fuMwepursaitt-  and  he^commenoed  bis  studies  in 
that  lino  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  autumn  of  1777.  Afterthe  usual 
-restdetice  of  three  years  in  that  University,  he  .received  the  de- 
" j^r^  of  Doetdr  in  1780,  when  he  published  an  inaygQral  disser- 
tation, ^'  De  jMfnpris'  Inflammati<»ie.  '* 

In  the  auttitnn  of  ^hesame  year^  he  repaired  to  diem^opolis 
'*with  the  view  of  obtaining  fiu*ther  medical  information,;  and  at- 
tended lectures  with.gveat  assidui^.    An  arrangement  had  been 


I 


*  Dr  Robert  Willdn,  se^iibr,  graduated  ^t  Edinburgh  In  17i5,  an^ 
ublished  an  itiaogural  thesis,  ^'  De  Qnalitatibus  Aeris.  ?'     The  HiU 
now  the  resi^enc^  of  his  eldest  son,  |lichard  WiUas*  Esq.     '. 
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"'inadesoiDetisie  previoaily  with  Dr  Trotter,  a  telativie,  and  a 
-  physician  of  «Daie  emioeiteeat  Darlington,  in  tfaecounty  of  Dur- 
ziam,  buC  advanced  in  lifeyiin  consequenoe  of  which  he  intendod 
to  dedioe  practice  in  ifaat  place  in  favour  of  bis  young  friend, 
as  sfMHi -as  fac  had  compieted  his  studies*  When  in  London,  Dr 
Wiilaa  was  introduced  to  Dr  Fothergill,  who,  from  a  just  e&ti* 
nrnteof  histaiails  and -acquirements,  recommended  him  to  try 
.liis.  fortune  in  th^  metpopolis,  and  offered  him  his  assistance. 
Dr  Fotiergill,  however,  died  in  the  month  of  December,  in  that 
year;  and  in  the  cofiamencement  of  the  following  year,  I7»i, 

•  the  dvath  of  Dr  Trotter  also  occurred ;  upon  which  Dr  Willan 
,  immediately  w^^it  to  Dariinston,  where  he  found  two  opponents 

already  on  the  spot:  one  of :  these,  the  late  Dr  Rotheram,'  was 
f  afterwards,  for  some  years,  Dr  Black's  assistant  at  .Edinburgh, 

and  ultimately  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  St  Andnewc ; 
•^he4>tber,  a  gentleman  whose  name  we  have  not  learned,  conttna-* 

ed  to  reside  there  while  he  lived.     Dr  Willan  remained  at  Dte*- 

•  lingtba  about  a  year ;  during  which  period  he  analyzed  thd  sul« 
.phureous  water  at  Croft,  a  i^illage  about  four  miles  from^  that 

place,  and  wrote  a  small  treatise  respecting  its  chemical  and. me- 

'  ^aiciiHkl  qualities,  containing  also  a  eopiparison  of  its  pr operlies 
with  those  of  the  Hadrrogate  waters.     This  tract  was  pufaU^Qd 

.  byJolmson,  in  17S2,  with  ithe  title  of  ^^  Observatioss  on:  the 
Sulphar  water  at  Croft,  near  Darfington : '^'  and^is/cycond  edii* 

.  iion  was  printed  a  few  years  afterwards.  '     [ 

In^the  beginning  of  17d9,  not  deeming  'an  eBtablisbmeat  at 
Darlington  worth  contending  for,  Dr  Willan :  determined  to  »r^ 
turn  to  London.  The  assistance  of  Dr'Fothergill  wa«  now  lost 
itobim;  but  he  experienced  much  actire  friendship  from  Mrs 
FotbergiU,  the  dbctor!s  surviving  sister^  His  advantage,  how- 
ever, was  greatly  promoted  by  the  establishment  of  tlie  Pabhc 
Dispensary.,  in  CareynScreet,  which  was  opened  in  the  com- 
mencement qf  178S,  and  was  chiefly  accomplished  by  the  exer- 
iions  of  some  qf  his  friends.  H&  was  appointed  sole  physicito 
ioit;  .and  under  his  humane  and  active  superin tendance,  toge- 
ther .^with  that  of  bis  able  and  benevolent  colleague,  Mr  John 
Pe^CBoa,  the  surgeon  .to  the  Institution,  the  new  Dispensary 
«peediiy  flourished,  and  became  one  of  the  mo«t  .extensive  aad 
xespectaUe  estabiisbinents  of  its  kind' in  London.  Hd  resided 
^t  this  time  in  Bartlett's  Buildings,  Holborn,  with  a  family  con- 
jiected  wjth  the  Society  of  Friendly.  In  March,  j785,  having 
|>as8ed  his  examinations  before  the  College  of  Physicians  with 
great  credit,  he  was  admitted  a  Licentiate  of  that  Body ;  on 
which  occasion  he  addressed  some  oongxatalatory  Greek  verses 

.40  the  board  of .>Censor^      ..         .       .:   . 

j^bput  the  jear  1786^  he  engag^  ui  the  office  of  teacWj  ancj 
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delivemd  leeturei  on  th«  ptindpks  nid  prsetiot  of  mediebeittt 
th«  Public  Dispensary*    But  his  suceess^  we  bditre,  ia  this  fssH 
.  dertakingi  was  inconsiderable.    Such  attempts,  indsedy  have  ad- 
'  dom  proved  eminently  advantageous^  except  in  cammxiofOf 
the  large  hospitals  f  the  reputation  accniilij;^  from  ah 
en  these  great  schools  being  deemed  of  aimoet  equal  imporiaiica 
Co  the  future  success  of  the  student^  with  the  knowledfie  to  be 
acquired  there*    At  a  subsequent  periodf  Dr  Wilka  reoieiredy 
as  pupils  at  the  Dispensarv,  young  phj'sicians  who  bad  recesilly 
V       graduated,  and  who  were  mitiatcd  into  actual  practice,  aoder  hie 
^      auperintendancei  among  the  patientii  of  the  kistitulioD  $  a  mode 
of  tuition  from  which  they  derived  much  |;ractical  knowledge, 
smdwere  grudually  habituated  to  the  responsibility  of  thtic  pro- 
fessional duties.     Upwards  of  forty  pbyiieians, .  alihost  aU  of 
.whom  have  subsequently  attained  professloDal  reputation^  or 
vow  occupy  responsible  situations,  ooth  in  this  country  and  »* 
broad,  have  received  the  benefit  of  this  Institotion. 

From  the  moment  when  Pr  Willan  settled  in  London ,  he  pukw 
^aned  his  profisssional  atocationa  with  an  indefatigabie  indaoij 
smd  attention,  of  which  there  are  perhaps  few  escaterfesb  I^e 
never  quitted  the  metropolis  for  any  consideration  ot  faeaith  or 
pleasure,  daring  a  period  of  thirty  years.  .  For  aoooy  years  he 
eonduoted  th^  medical  departm^it  of  two  Btspensariea,  (haviiig 
anbseqoentty  been  favoored  with  an  appointtnent  to  the  Finsbirfy 
Dispensary,  in  addition  to  that  of  Careys  Street),  during  which  bis 
imrteiitting  attention  to  t^  progress  of  th^  diseases  which  eame 
mder  his  care,  is  evinced  bv  the  prodifpous  collection  of  cases, 
which  he  has  recorded  in  MS.  mostly  in  a  neat  Latin  stjy^le,  in 
r"  which  he  wrote  with  great  fluency*  From  this  assiduous  ^kI 
'  patient  observatioti  of  the  phenomena  of  disease,  he  doilbtless 
sicquired  that  acute  diagnostic  skill*  which  is  the  true  character* 
istic  of  a  sound  physician,  and  which  all,  who  have  witnessed 
hhs  practice,  alk>w  him  to  have  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree. 
This  discriminative  talent,,  indeedy.faas  been  sufficientl}^  manifest* 
ed  in  his  great  work  *'  on  Cutaneous  Diseases ; "  but  the  delicacy 
of  his  tact,  which  enabled  him  to  detect,  like  an  accomplished 
artist,  the  miunte  peculiarities  in  the  appearances  of.  these  dis«» 
eases,  wliich  escaped  the  notice  of  ordinary  obtorvers,  wl»  «try 
iBinarkable.  During  the  whoi^  of  his  career,  be  wka  not  less 
ussiduously  employed  in  dscamining  the  records  of  medioane^  both 
ancient  anc^  modern*  thap.  in  the  actual  observation  of  diseases  4 
of  which  the  lenrning  and  critical  atumen  diapb^'ed  in  his  fHib- 
Ideations,  as  well  as  the  mass  of  manuscript  eomctionsi  which  he 
has  left  behind,  aff:>rd  abundant  prooL  His  halv'ts.of  domestic 
privacy  enabled  hi|n  (p  d^icat?  a  large  portion  of  tim^  to  ih^bt^ 
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jretMfdbcs ;  afid  mcked  to  thenatialNitinii  ardour  witb  whicji  he 
appikd  Unwdf  to  thenft»  most  be  attributed  that  premature  in- 
janr  of  hh  hcahbt  which  shortened  the  period  of  hi^  life. 

The  rite  €»f  medical  reputadoii,  unassisted  by  powerful  con- 


nexioMt  when  liH  unworthy  arts  of  advancement  are  disdained^ 
must  neceiaarily  be  very  slow*  For  a  considerable  time  it  has 
no  ndaCenoe,  even  in  the  narrow  cirde  of  private  friends,  whoac 
confidence  is  placed  on  older  heads :  and  ukimately,  it  springs 
butlirdln'the  gradual  lieeaBiillatioa  of  individual  approbation,  as 
•  the  eppertwiities  of  meritii^  it  from  time  to  time  occnr* 
**  Crticil  fiemko  vekd  arhor  «va 

JTr  Wiilan's  advance  to  public  reputation,  and  to  the  consequent 
emohiaienta  of  the  profission,  was,  however,  r^ularly  progress 
fiive,  though  sk>w ;  and  his  public^ions,  especially  nis  treatise 
on  the  ditease?  of  the  skin,  upon  which  bis  posthumous  reputa* 
tion  will  principally  rest,*  finally  placed  his  profesiiionai  character 
iipoB  hi^  ground*  \n  the  spring  of  1791,  he  had  the  honour 
of  being  chosen  a  Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  He 
Lad  been  eariy  attached  to  antiquarian  researches,  and  in  his  jir- 
veniledays  had,  with  considerable  in({i;^stry  and  accuracy,  collect* 
.  ed  from  the  Odyssey  a  history  of  the  manners  of  the  primeval 
times  of  Greece.  Latterly  he  communicated  some  papers  to 
this  Sooie^,  of  which  however  he  declined  the  honour  oi  publi* 
cation ;  particularly,  a  collectioA  of  provincial  words,  and  an  ela- 
borate essay  on  the  practice  of  *^  Lustration  by  Need'^fire,  ** 
(scarcely  extinct  in  some  of  the  northern  counties),  which  led 
.  him  into  a  curious  and  extensive  research,  respecting  similar 
.  practices  in  ancient  times,  and  the  mythological  superstitions 
connected  with  them.  It  was  not  until  the  month  of  February 
ISOd,  that  he  was  elected  a  Felbw  of  the  Royal  ^Society. 

The  increase  of  his  professional  avocations,  which  h»d  com* 

Billed  him  some  time  beforfe  to  resign  his  office  in  the  Finsbury 
ispensary,  led  him,  in  the  year  1800,  to  wish  to  lessen  the  fa- 
tigue, of  his  duties  at  the  Public  Dispensary;  and  accordingly 
his  friend  and  pupil,  Dr  T»  A.  Murray,  was  appointed  his  col- 
league in  that  year.  This  active  and  intelii<;ent  physician, 
through  whestf  exertions^  aided  by  the  Society  for  bettering  the 
condition  c£  the  Poor,  the  Fever  Institution  of  the  iKetropnhs 
was  escabUshed,  was  unfortunately  cat  otf  in  February  180^,  by 
the  GOOtagfoB  ot'fever^- caught  in  the  infected  i^f>aitmeats  ^  the 
first  patients  who  were  adfiMtted  intd  the  Institution.  Dr  Wih 
Ian,  who  had  ttremioesly  rec^mtinKeiided  this  establirthmenl,  wal 
nominated  one  of  Ste  physicianfs-  extraordinary.  Irt  December 
ISOi^  finding  hit  private  practice  incompatible  with  apopcr  a|*> 


506  Bif^raphtcat  Memoir  of  tlielaie  Dr  WiUak         'Oct. 

'tf  iM\incc  to  tlic  concerns  of  the  Dispemary,  n^ich  he  had  now 
«tij^rintcndetl  for  the  space  of  nearly  twenty-one  years,  he  re- 
«.ignt^  his  office.  The  governors  of  the  charity,  in  testimony  of 
tlieirgratittide  for  his  services,  and  esteem  for  his  character,  no- 
Tninated  him  Consulting  Physician,  and  made  him  a  gov«Tior  for 
life,  and  likewise  presented  him  with  a  piece  of  Opiate,  XiS  the  va- 
lue of  fifty  gnineos^  inscribed  with  a  testimonial  of  their  atkicb- 
nient  and  res|>ect.  * 

For  several  years  previous  to  his  resignation,  Dr  Willan*s 
fame  and  character  had  been  fully  established,  tfnd  the  emoiu- 
nents  derived  from  his  practice  very  ample.  He  had,  during 
the  prccetling  course  of  years,  resided  sucdessively  in  Ely  place, 
Ilolbom,  and  in  Red-Lion  Square,  in  connexion  with  the  fa- 
mily betbre  mentioned ;  and  lastly,  on  his  marriage  in  the  spring 
of  1801,  he  settled  in  Bloomsbury-Square.  He  was  new  not' 
only  generally  consulted,  especially  by  persons  hbouring  under 
cutaneous  diseases,  but  was  also  deferred  to  on  all  occasions  by 
his  professional  brethren,  as  the  ultimate  appeal  on  these  sub- 
jects :  for,  however  generally  skilled  in  every  6ther  department 
of  medical  practice,  his  reputation  for  peculiar  knowledge  on 
this  point  had  certainly  excluded  him,  in  some  measure,  from 
that  universal  occupation  in  his  profession,  to  which  he  was  so 
well  entitled. 

From  his  childhood  Dr  Willan  had  been  of  a  delicate  consti- 
tution ;  his  complexion  in  early  life  bemg  pale  and  feminine, 
and  his  form  slender.  His  extremely  regular  and  temperilte 
mode  of  life,  however,  had  procured  him  an  uninterrupted  ^bare 
of  moderate  health,  and  latterly  evert  a  certain  degree  of  corpo- 
lency  (^person,  though  without  the  appearance  of  robust  strength. 
In  the  winter  of  iSlO,  some  of  his  friends  had  remarked  a  slight 
drinking  of  bulk,  and  change  in  his  complexion :  but  it  was  not  till 
the  following  spring  that  symptoms  of  actual  disease  manifested 
themselves.  Being  at  this  time  accidentally  called  upon  to  malie 
some  bodily  exertion  in  assisting  a  patient,  his  respiration  be- 
came oppressed,  and  he  expectorated  some  Mood.  Soon  after- 
wards be  sufiened  two  severe  attacks  of  catarrh  in  immediate 


*  This  inscription  was  writ  tea  by  the  late  learned  and  reverend  Dr 
jVIatthew  Raine,  one  af  the  governors  of  the  Elispensary,  and  was  as 
follews.  ^  Viro  integerrimo,  artis  scienticque  auae  periiissimoy  Ao- 
berto  WiUan.  M,  D.,  ot>  feiici^tmam  aperam,  in  nK>rbis  egenorum 
civium  sanandis,  viginti  anaos  amplius  gratuito  et  screnue  navatam, 
•  sDgrotantium  apud  Londinenses  pauperum  Patroni,  amico  amici, 
LL«  D.  D.  D.  A.  D.  1801«,  Preside  Comite  Sandviccnse^  collafae 
pt'cuiiiiu  Custode  Gulielmo  WadtUngton. " 
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succession;  which,  as  he  did  not  desist  from  his  profe^sioniil  ftrcv 
cations  out  of  doors,  did  not  readily  subfiide,  and  left  behind  a 
considerable  difficulty  of  bt-eathing,  which  rendered  the  horizon* 
tal  posture  in  bed  insupportable,  with  slceplessnessf  total  loss  cjf 
appetite,  cough,  hoarseheiss,  and  a  very  unequal  and  iriTgulalr 
state  of  ttiepuise,-f  symptoms  which  seemed  to  imply  an  eflustoll 
of  water  into  the  ca\aty  of  the  chest,  and  perhaps  into  the  perl* 
cardimn.     The  complexion  now  became  exceedingly  sallow,  and 
the  tunica  co'hjunctiva  of  the  eyes  assumed  a  yellowish   hue* 
^With  a  view  to  obtain  some  respite  from  professional  fatiguei  m 
^ve)l  as  the  advantage  of-  a  better  air;  he  took  a  house^  in  Jun^ 
181 1,  at'Craven  Hill,  abcyut  a  mile  from  town,  on  the  Uxbridgo 
road,  whei-e  he  Kpent  his  time,  with  theexceptionof  two  or  three 
lioiirs  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  when  he  went  to  Bloomsbury 
Square,  to  receive  the  patients  who  came  thither  to  consult  him. 
During  the  months  of  July  and  August,  partly  In  consequence 
of  the  mildness  of  the  season,  and  partly  of  the  employm^t  of 
some  active  medicines,  and  of  the  repeated  application  of  blisteri^ 
the  cough  and  hoarseness  were  removed  j  but  th<!  other  symp« 
toms  underwent  little  chanj^e,  and  the  lower  extremities  becanve 
jgradualiy,  but  at  length  severely  anasarcous^  from  tho  feet  up- 
-wards.    A  sudden  unfavourable  change  of  the  weatheTi  in  Sell- 
tember,  occasioned  a  return  of  (he  cough  and  hoamcne^iK,  i^ith 
'some  expectoration  'j  and  the  probability  of  becoming  phthii^icml, 
under  the  ipfiuence  of  an  English  winter,  indnccd  him  to  accrde 
'  ta  the  strenuous  recommenddtion  of  tome  o^  his  frien(l^«  and  to 
•  undertake  a  voyage  to  Madeira.    He  accordingly  cmbnrktd  with 
his  family  fft  the  Thames,  on  the  10th  of  OctolK'ri  and,  ftlt4^r 
-being  53  days  on  chipboard,  detained  by  foul  wlndu  irt  the  Howna 
and  at  Portemouth,  he  arrived  at  Madeira  on  tlie  I  si  of  Decem- 
ber.   During  this  interval,  a  corned <  fable  hardness  and  tumcf/ic- 
tion  took  place  in  the  abdomen,  with  an  fff'uMon  irf^  water  into  that 
cavity,  and  he  was  harassed  by  a  dytefiter ie  attack.    By  persever^ 
ance  in  an  active  course  of  medicinei  hiHvever,  fkfiet  his  arrival  at 
FnncbaB,  all  the  symptoms  were  cofisidembly  aMevialedi  inso- 
niuch  that,  in  \he  month  of  Februanr,  be  meditated  a  tvinrn  to 
the  south  of  England  in  April.    Bnt  this  alleviation  was  only  tern- 
porary:  hrs  disease  was  again  aggravated  |  the  droi>*y,  tkx\6  its 
'  concomitant  obstructfon  to  the  ninctions,  increasetl ;  and,  with 
his  (acnfties  remaining  entire  to  the  last,  he  expired  on  tixB  7ii» 
of  Aprf?,  if!il^^  in  the  S'th  year  of  his;  age. 

By  the  death  of  Dr  WiDan,  the  proff^ssiow  waa  deprived  of 

one  of  its  bright  ornrrmenfs,  tcnA  of  it*  zealown  and  able  improv- 

'  err;— the  sick,  of  a  humane,  disinterested,  and  disfemiiiff  phy- 

skiaii  ^ — aad  the  world  of  ^n  estimable  and  unrigliC  man,     Uy 
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.laf  txlmor  dcpor1in«nc  in  ptiLfic*  indeed,  lie  vat  br  fran  nn* 
4lrrin|[r  justice  to  his  owd  character.     His  earlj  cdncatioiiy  his 
^udiotis  mode  of  life,  and  retiring  disposition,  prerentcd  that 
tlitipUj  of  his  varioiis  and  extensire  knowledge  io  mixed  society, 
which  delighted  the  privacy  of  a  small  drrle  of  faiendpy  and 
^hicb  was  dispensed  with  much  nlajfiihicss  and  ainpliciiy  oT 
manner.     In  sJI  the  lelatiocs  oi  donicstic  life,  indeed,  he  was 
an  object  of  general  esteem  and  attachirent.    The  g^dencss 
.ai;d  bumanitj  of  his  di^pcsitiun  wereeqnafij  conspicaoos  in  lUe 
-c]kcrci.<e  of  his  profesasional  duties;  in  the  patient  altenticMi  with 
which  he  listened  to  the  complaints  of  the  sick,  wbom,  in  his 
fLilest  ocrupaticn,  be  never  dismissed  from  his  presence  dissa- 
tisfied with  the  brevity  of  his  inquiries;  and  in  the  iiberafity  with 
wi.icb  he  imparted  his  assistance,  yet  reftised  the  remuneration 
to  nhich  be  mas  entitled,  when  the  circuntftances  of  the  patient 
•appeared  to  render  it  oppressive.     In  bis  imcrooorae  with  his 
proks^iooal  hrethreD,  be  was  liberal  and  independent,  and  ex- 
.tremeJy  tender  of  giring  offence.     As  a  practitioner,  as  vre  have 
w^et^j  observed,  be  was  a  close  and  faithful  observer  of  diseases, 
acd  by  the  peculiar  quickness  with  which  be  detected  their  cha- 
raderutic  appearances,  however  obscured  by  complication,  be 
Lad  obtained  a  copious  store  of  sound  experieocr:  yet  it  has  been 
reirarked,  that  be  did  not  alwap  prescnoe  with  that  vigour  and 
dfcbion,  which  so  much  discriminative  talent  would  have  antbo* 
lized. 

As  a  prcfes^icoal  wtiter,  Dr  l^^iilan  appeared  early  in  his  con- 
tributioDs  to  the  periodical  works.  On  bis  arrival  in  London, 
he  became  a  mec;ber  of  a  private  medical  society,  which  held  its 
.mcetirgs  at  a  coffee-bou^  in  Cecil- Street,  and  which  publisbed 
two  vo<umca  cf  papers,  under  the  title  of  '*  Medical  Communica* 
tions,"  in  lTb4  and  1790.  In  the  second  of  thc^  volumes,  be 
published  the  history  of  **  A  lemaikable  Case  of  Abstinence," 
in  a  hypochondriacal  young  man,  which  was  uiunterrupied  for 
the  apace  of  sixfy-nme  days  and  terminated  btaliv*  We  believe 
that  this  was  the  only  medical  society  of  which  he  Was  ever  a 
tnember.  Several  eommunicatioas  tram  him  were  also  printed 
^  the  London  Mf  dical  Jouma],  edited  between  the  years  1781 
^^  1790,  by  Dr  Simmons.  In  the  4ib  vohime,  p.  4!<i,  a  short 
■'^ler  of  his  appears,  stating  the  character  of  a  non-descript  R/s^ 
^^%  found  in  tbe  sutpbureous  waters  of  Aix,  and  difiering  from 
\  i^  ^hicb  he  had  discovered  in  tbe  waters  of  Croft  ai^d  Dios- 
^ftle.  In  xhe  6th  volume  of  the  same  Jomnal,  be  relates  a  faul 
''ase  of  obstruction  in  the  bowels,  from  constriction  of  the  coJcn 
^eur  the  sigmoid  flexure,  which  prevented  any  evacuation  for 
•*P^ards  qf  t^o  days  before  death  j  to  which  h^  appended  socsc 
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useful  reSexioiu  on  the  diagnostic  flvmptoms^  of  these  ol)fltruo« 
tion$,  9&  Accorriog  in  tl^  large  or  in  tne  Brnnll  intestino^*  In  tlt^ 
7th  vuUuoe  he  describes  tlie  cure  of  a  cahc  of  choreiif  by  tlie 
cupruoi  amxnoniacuniy  which,  bowevcri  he  carKlidly  ttcknowlerlgefi| 
la  a  submuent  pubilaUiun,  *  speedily  recurred^  and  was  cmccl 
by  v^ry  dx^^reiu  meanst*  In  the  «anie  volume  he  reflates  also  n 
lingular  terminatioa  ofabdoniiaal  6vomy^  by  a  sponfnncoii^)  cIIh* 
charge  of  the  fluid  per  Taginam*  And  in  the  Bth  foltitrie  he  \m^ 
|rivea  the  detail  of  seven  cases  of  a^je,  which  were  fpcedily  tnv* 
ed  by  the  prenaratimi  oftunenicf  which  hid  rccentlv  l»ef  n  rcc/tn- 
xneoded  by  Dr  Fuwlff.  AW  the  pMniium  (if  ib^  1  iih  va- 
lunae  of  dbjs  Jourual.  Dr  S^mm(mii  coinTienc€d  a  nrw  scri^^i  itu* 
der  the  tide  of  *  Medicd  Fstct$  and  Olw^rvari'i'iis}  **  In  fire  1() 
irohine  of  which,  a  r-o^^er  of  Dr  Wii'a//s  apTieare:!,  cnitfiffjinr/  /i 
defcriptioo  of  ^e^er^  C3^«ea  f/ Ja/rhtirb  rtn^Yn  in  (hildren,  wliicif 
.waa  found  ta  be  cocr-^xteJ  witfi  iiifi^;nrfiatic/n  t}lTO^^hi^ut  ifi^ 


In  the  jfior  ITj^^  Dit  'W^TTia  c/jfr.mr-icerT  a  v^ric^  (/  tfioitthif 
reportB,  ^"Ler  tie  ztuxi'^i^t  (4  u^'^se  wiriicfi  Dr  f'^trK-r/^il'/  ha^f  f«rr- 
loerlyii^Tea  to  c?*o^  |^u;<4l<%|  e^'^nuiriinof  af  hri<^f  hccxnit,t  <ft  t\r^ 
atated[  die  JieaJier,  an<i  o*  ihe  ^revakr/f  rl.^^a^e'*  in  the  (Df^frd^ 
poiiw  The  practice  <iif"*  I/i;^pertsAry,  wrnr^  tij^  Ji^?^iHf,s  ^4  rf»4* 
poor,  wi*  are  pecuiuirly  exp«'>sed'  u>  il^^  vic'^sinvh-^  r/f  fh^  «'»•'- 
^oos  were  ooaerveti  oa  ^  Wiife  «vv*«,  ^»  i>'ii'ti<^ni  )i*ly  l'li"/r»ur.il>l.* 
for  MccrLuaiiie  t:^^  eXiStenc^  ot*  eDKl^ivj .<*>«,  anrf  f/i*  (^-^nmafiiw^ 
the  ffitfeot'the  paiuie  heaitl^.  Ry  ti^^  a'-NnU^Mi?!*  ^h'^m^,  w]u<'lr 
Dr  Wiilaa  devissed,  ol^  pr^en tinjjf  4  'nonii)'y  (*i^ -»!«'»;?. i^  6f^  rh<»  ^li^-- 
eai^ei  wiiicii  came  iinrl«»r  ni*  carf?^  the  vaxc  of  \^^^ ^'']'\^Y,^\  h^-\\'^if 
w.»  brou^c  aicst  ix^tmct'.^  unc'er  rh^  /o^.  Th'^««;'>/f*;>'»vf4  wiji*4 
puniiaheil  in  rfie  **  .VT^mthly  Vfi'^'/in^*,  *^  >vh^<'h  n-^d  l>^»/^n  f'^r'^nr- 
ij  ehtabiish&iy  and  ware  c*>ntinucd  to  :n^  y^ii*  I  "^^'''>^  wlv^f^  h'^ 
coCecs»t{  di^n  mtii  .t  imall  v^^^hitrtf*^ -^y^.d  p'.iMivh*^'!  h'^ir^  in  i^'O,^ 
under  cfae  dtie  of  **  Il*»r)orts  r^n  the  ]A<f*  is^<?  in  l/vvlon.  **  Tn]* 
r.cile  wotk  i«  prec^nant  vrith  important  and  or'^^ln-tl  jn^'IV  0  ,>%. 
serTauona,  especially  on  poinU  of  «fiji(Tiin<(:»,  ^Iii^h  ;ir^  tnr  f'*'??- 
douoaot'oil  rationai  ind  succevsful  pn^nr^  *'*  Kutn  v:  r  »  iVm*- 
f^ira^mnmi^  qoem  pnmaor<j^()  o-iiit??  not)  feiVjIr-rit.  *'  ^  B'rl  iro'w 
kd  aaassumnii^  pretensions  atifi  d^^sultory  drvw^cn^M^  it  )i  in 
fiuC  been  sudiciently  renown  and  vdlufd  i>y  tf>o  prift'-^'on:  it 
Aever  reached  a  .second  edition. 


^  Reports  on  the  D«>en«<»t^  m  f/vuiAn,  p.  246. 
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We  are  unacquainted  with  the  circQinstances  which  tri^nally 
drew  the  attention  of  Dr  Wittan  to  the  subject  of  cotaneoos  dis^ 
eases.  Most  probably  his  own  extreme  accuracy  made  him  feel 
early  and  acutely  the  vagueness  and  confn^on  of  langos^e,  whiclii 
universally  prevailed  in  this  department  of  medicine,  while  hi^ 
attendance  at  a  public  institution  brought  many  of  these  diseases 
constantly  under  hi^.  inspection.  Sd  efitrly  as  1784*  and  1785, 
that  accuracy  led  him  to  attend  to  the  elementary  forms  of  ernp« 
tionS|  if  we  may  so  speak;  upon'  which  he  saw  that  a  d^nite 
nomenclature  could  afone  be  rounded,  and  upon  mhXA  be*  erects 
ed  the  ingenious  system  developed  jn  his  large  work.     At  that 

Eeriod,  in  his  notes  of  cases^  he  has  Seldom  designated  eruptions 
y  their  ordinal^*  names;  but  spe^s  6i papula 9caAyaAati^  emp- 
tio  papulosa^  &c.  In  1786  his  notes  eidiibit  still  more  decisive 
proofs  of  the  careful  attention  which  he  was  directing  to  this  sub- 
ject,  in  the  minute  descriptions  (accompanied  by  slight  sketches 
with  the  pen)  of  the  forms,  ma^^itude,  and  prc^ess  cS  erup- 
tions. The  zeal  with  which  he  was  at  the  same  time  investigate 
ing  the  original  acceptation  of  the  Gi^k,  Roman,  and  Arafaiaa 
terms,  applied  to  eruptive  diseases,  is  tikewite  manifested  by  his 
copious  collections  from  authors,  and  by  the  occasional  altera- 
tions of  the  nomenclature,  applied  in' 'the  cases,  before  he  had 
finally  determined  on  his  arrangemer/t.  This  was  probably  de* 
cided  about  the  year  1789  ;  as  in  the  following  year  his  classifi* 
cation  was  laid  before  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  and  ho* 
noured  by  the  assignment  of  the  Fothergiilian  gold  medal  of  that 
year,  to  the  author. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  state  here,  that  the  groundwork  of 
this  arrangement  is  lain  in  the  external  characters;  or  what  we 
have  above  called  the  elementary  forms,  of  eruptions,  which  are 
distinguished  in  the  outset  by  precise  definitions ;  such  are  pirn* 
pies,  scales,  rashes,  pustules,  vesicles,  &c.  Upon  this  plan  ak>ne 
can  a  perspicuous  and  intelligible  classification  be  formed,  as  in 
other  branches  of  natural  histor}'. 

It  was  not  till  th6  beginning  of  179S,  that  the  first  part  of 
this  work,  including  the  Pap^itmis  eruptions,  was  published,  in 
ivhich,  as  in  the  subsequent  parts,  each  variety  was  represented  by 
a  coloured  engraving.  In  1 80 ! ,  thesecond  part,  including  theScal^ 
diseases  of  the  skin,  appeared;  ih  1805,  the  third  part,  compris'* 
ing  only  two  genera  ef  Jtashesy  viz,  measles  and  scarlet-^fever;  and 
in  1808,  the  fourth  part,  comprehending  the  remainder  of  the 
rashes,  and  the  BiUlre^  or  large  vesications;  the  whole  containing 
thirty* three  plates,  and  comprising  about  half  of  the  classifica- 
tion. Four  Orders,  characterized  by  the  appearance  of  Pustules, 
•Vesicles,  Tubercles,  and  Spots,  remain  unpublished  f  and,  witk 
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rigo  and  ImpHigi^f  which*  have  been  kmg  delayed  from  some  im« 

pedimeiUB  en  the  part  ef  •  the  ei^raver  and  publisher^  the  rest  of 

the  M£L  is  probablj  not  al  pDesent  in  a  state  to  m^et  the  publio 

eye.  -  , 

In  the  interim,  bowever,  fisom  the  temporary  interest  whicli 

the  invest^adon  of  the  vaccine  queation  exoitedi  Dr  Willan  waa 

induced  so  far  ur  anticipate  the  order  of  Ve$klesj  aa  ^o  publbh, 

in  ltf06,  a. Treatise  ^'  on  Vaceiiiation;  ^  in  which  he  also  Intro- 

dnoed  the  sfd>ject  of.  chicken-pox  (another  vesundar  disease),  in 

coDBoquaioe  of  the  mistakes,  which  bad  been  committed,  in 

aupposiog  that  this  waa  sroaU-pox  when  it  occurred  after  vac* 

ciDati<Hi.    Two  ei^ravii^  accompanied  this  treatise,  which  ex« 

hibited  the  r^nlar  ferm  of  the  vaccine  vesicle,  the  imperfect  ve« 

side,  the  three  varieties  of  chicken-pox,  and  the  ordinary  por* 

rigo  &vosa  of  the  &oe;  a  disease,  the  ori^  of  which  had  been 

fjB^^  attrilmted  to  vaednaliop^    Although  six  yeBi»  have  now 

el^)sad,  since  the  publication  of  this  volume,  subsequent  expe* 

rience  has  added  no  fact  of  .importance  to  the  information  which 

it  contains;— ^another  proof  #f  ihe  accuracy  of  Dr  WiUan's ob* 

servation. 

•In  addition  to  the  writings  above  mentioned,  which  have  been 
ccmimttted  to  the  press,  i  Df  Willan  had  left  some  otliers  in  an 
vnfialsbed  state.  Dnring  three  or  four  years  previous  to  his 
death,  he  had  employed  his  leisnre  in  a  most  extensive  invest!* 
gation  of  the  antiquities  of  medicine,  if  we  may  so  express  our- 
selves, which  he  had  conducted  with  his  usual  felicity  of  execu* 
lion.  His  principal  object  was  the  illustration  of  four  subjects 
whidi  are  enveloped  in  no  smaU  dq(ree  of  obscurity  i  namely, 
1.  The  nature  and  origin  of  the  epidemic  or  endemic  /^f.t  $ar^r^ 
vrhich  was  a  frequent  cause  of  mfacfa  mortality  in  ancient  tinus, 
and  in  the  middle  ages,  and  has  been  confounded  with  the  plagues 
to  which  it  had  no  resembfamce  but  in  its  &taiity« — V.  The  evi* 
dence  of  the  prevalence  of  smaU-pox,  measles,  am)  scarlet-  irvcr, 
not  only  in  the  £r^t  ages  of  the  Christian  a>ra^  but  at  still  iiMire 
andent  periods ;  of  which  he  has  brouj^bt  together,  wich  fi^f^^ 
ingenui^,^  a  eoUection  that  appears  incontrovvrtibly  to  asubiisli 
the  affirmative  of  the  question. — 3«  The  history  of  the  l*e(>ro«y  tW 
the  middle  age&r- And ,  4.  That  cf  the  Lues  venerea.  1  he  dH« 
sertatioDs  relative  to  the  two  first  mentioned  topics^  Dr  WiUaa 
bad  nearly  completed,  having  remodolled  the  s^eeond,  by  the  aivl 
of  afriencfiydmanuensiX  during  Ivis  residence  in  M^uleira*  'i'hi^y 
contain  a  very  abfe  and  original  view  of  tin?  staSe  t^f  dis^a^^e  iit 
the  carfy  ages  of  the  worW,  not  founded  up<>»  any  fenciKut  ex>* 
piaBoiiou  of  t€i*ni<,  but  dednccd  from  jt  j»:ig.icioni»  dtvc'lopn^eui 
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of  %ct«,  which  tinve  tiitbefCo  bteH  MMelJed  iiiid«r  prrpkxed 
8n4  iDfstftken,  but  sufficfcnthr  inteNi^bie  lBogua|;e*  He  lun 
Ifkewtse  finpport^cl  the  oonclosiont  whiob  he  has  drnwn,  bjr  evH 
den^e  eolkcled  tiponv  sovrcts  not  osiieily  reapited  to  w  encii  re* 
searches. 

fiereral  veers  ago,  Dr  Willan  made  a  oolectkm  of  oiiBenra- 
tions,  ill  nbout  two  thousand  p^tients^  with  a  view  to  an  inveitiV 
gation  of  medical  pbysioffnomy,  or  temperaoicnCs,  cbicAy  in 
gard  to  the  diseases  to  which  each  Tarictj  df  temperaiDent  is 
v^'  truliarlj  predisposed)  and  to  the  operatt^Mi  of  nedi<:iiie8  on  tkeiD 
respectively.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  inquiry,  iie  ponom^sed  se^ 
vera!  drawings  (portraits)  ilkislrative  of  the  diarattmatie  ntorks 
of  the  more  striking  varieties.  He  arrived  at  sene  interasting 
inferences  respecting  both  the  physical  and  moral  coastitations 
ronnecHed  with  these  external  cnaractets ;  bnt  he  did  not  deem 
the  n}atter  sufficiently  matured  to  lay  before  the  pobfie. 

In  conclusion,  we  must  not  omk  to  aaention  a  javenik  wcM'k^ 

Ettblished  by  Dr  Wilkin,  on  a  theolof^ical  subject ;  Damely^  a 
<ite  of  Christi  related  in  the  worda  of  the  evangelists,  of  whi)8e 
details  be  selected  those  parts  respeetivefy  whidi  w^re  most  iiiB 
and  explicit  \  and  he  illustrated  the  whole  by  critical  notes  and 
explanations,  which  were  particularhf  AiU  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
eases mentioned  by  those  sacred  writers.  A  second  edition  of 
this  work|  with  additional  iHubtriitions,  was  published  in  1802, 


Beport  of  Diseases  treattd  at  the  Public  DlSMKBAJtr^  (near 
Car^y-Streetjf  Londan^  from  May  31,  to  Aug.  SI,  1812. 


AevTM  DjtJUMMi. 


Tcrtiana.  .  .  • 
Febris  •  •  •  . 
Febris  infantum  remit 
Febris  puerperalis  • 
A|>opleaia  ••  *  • 
Otalgia  r  .  •  . 
Cynancbe  tonsillaris 
-  ■ '  1  ■    ■'"  parocidsBa 


Catarrfatts 
pneumonia 
•Pertussis.. 
'Variola   » 


No.  ot 
Varicella      .    ^    •    •    •    • 
Ruheoks  et  eariun  lequekt  • 

Scarlatiua 

Erysipelas  ««•*.• 
Herpes  prossipsns  •  •  • 
Cholera  .    «    .    •    ^    .    . 

Dytenterja.,    ^    .    •  .  » 

Vomitas  ^iL    •    •    •  •  • 

Rbeuxnatismtis  acurus  •  . 

Arthritis  rheumatica  •  • 

4bertii9  ....    ft  *  » 
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I 
I 
} 

I 
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Chronic  Dssease^^ 

No.  of  Cases.  1 

No.  of  Ci^es. 

Cephalasa 

20 

Convulsid    .     •     .     .     . 

.    I 

Vertigo  .     .     .     •     .     ... 

8 

Tremor  ex  hydrargyro  . 

.   2 

Dysecoea   •   '•       1'    .  '  .     • 

1 

Chorea  * 

.      8 

Catarrhus  chi'onicils  .     .     . 

19 

Fiitttttas 

.      1 

Asthma  et  Dyspnoea .    •     , 

6 

Paralysis      •;.'.. 

;      6 

M«moptysts     .    •    •     «     ; 

18 

Paraplegia  *    •    •    •    • 

i      1 

Fhtfaiisis  ..    « .  •     •     •     •'    « 

£9 

Lumbago  et  viatica  .    . 

••    7 

I>ysphagia  •    •    w    •    *    . 

2 

.  Rheumat.  chr6n.  .    •    : 

.     S8 

ftyaltsmud  4    »    •    *     •    ^ 

.       1 

Hydrothorax    •    •    «    . 

t 

H^fn^iemiefiiy  .     .    »     .    . 

.       3 

Asdtes  ;    fc    •    .    «    . 

i    ai 

pyrosis  .    ^    .    .     *     •    , 

2 

Anasarca    •«•.). 

.    & 

Gastrodynifi     ,    «    •    •    , 

,  3d 

Hydrops  tot.  Corporis    « 

. .  % 

t)yspepsia   ••••«. 

.    25 

MoUiiies  ossium   «    .    « 

.     \ 

HypochbndriasU  •    «     «    . 

.      2 

Hactica  adolesccntium  * 

>  .     I 

Hepatalgia  ..•••. 
Icterus    .«...« 

.      9 

Scrofula , 

'    .'     -4! 

.    •  4 

Lichen    .    •    • 

•     •     1 

,  .    s 

Hepatitis  chronica      *     . 

.      1 

Prurigo  .     .     • 

•     •     « 

.     6 

Entered  ynia     «... 

.     11 

Lepra     «     .     . 

:  :    * 

Colica  Pictonum  •     «     . 

.       3 

.  Psoriasis       .     , 

.  .    3 

Prolapsus  ani    *     .   '.     . 

.      2 

'  Erythema    .     , 

f 

.  .     s 

Haemorrhois      «     •     •     « 

.      4 

Urticaria     •     . 

.  .    $ 

Diarrhoea     •     .     •     4    . 

.     19 

Roseola  ^    •    , 

:  •.    ^ 

Ascarides     «    •     .     •    • 

.       1 

Intertrigo    •     < 

.  .    3 

Marasmus    •    •    /  *     • 

.     11 

Impetigo     4     . 

,  .    1 

Tabes  dorsalis  .     •     •     • 

.       1 

Porrigo  .     •     . 

,    .     16 

Nephralgia..    4    «    *    • 

.     1.2 

Ecthyma     • 

.    .      1 

tiffimatiiria «    4     •    •     • 

.       1 

Scabies   .    «    . 

.    .       8 

Enuresis*     .     •     •     •     • 

•       3 

Sycosis    •    •     < 

.     .       1 

Amenorrhoea    .... 

.      4 

Eczema  •    • 

.  .    i 

Dysmenorrhoea     •     •    • 

•       1 

Rupia     .     • 

.    .     X 

Menorrhagia    •     4     •    • 

.     16 

Aphthae 

.  .    s 

Leucorrhcea     •     •     •    • 

i    25 

Acne  •    •    *    . 

.  .     1 

tlysteralgia      •     .     •     . 

.       1 

Lupus     •    • 

.  .     1 

Blenorrhoea 

.       1 

Mollusca 

.  .     1 

Asthenia 

.     36 

Tubera  syphiloidea    . 

.  .    2 

Hysteria      «    .    .    ;    • 

.      6 

Phthiriasis   .... 

.   .     1 

Epilepsia 

•      4 

Ulcera  mammillarum. 

.  .     1 

Palpitatio    •     •     •     •     . 

4      2 

The  whole  of  the  summer  months  has  been  cool|  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  days  in  Juiie,  and  the  second  week  of  July. 
At  times»  indeed »  even  in  the  month  of  August,  the  temperature 
has  been  actually  cold,  especially  in  the  mornings  and  evenings. 
The  atmosphere  has  been  almost  constantly  cloudy,  so  that,  !of 
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many  days  together,  the  sun  was  never  visible ;  and  hazy  wea« 
ther,  with  light  and  drizzling  rains,  has  been  unusually  frequent 
for  the  season.    The  harvest,  and  the  productions  of  summer 
generally,  have  been  considered  aa  later  by  a  fortnight  than  hkx 
ordinary  seasons. 

From  this  cool  state  of  the  weather,  the  occunenceof  a  smal- 
ler pfoportioii  than  is  usual  of  bilious  diseiises,  and  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  catarrhal  and  rheumatic  affectionsmight  have  been  an- 
ticipated* The  .catarrhal  complaints,  however,  have  been  com-- 
ptfrativdy  rare  $  althougb  rheumatbm,  in  its  various  modifica- 
tions, has  been  frequent^  and  hemoptysis  and  pulmonairy  con- 
sumption have  appeared  in  more  than  their  usual  propor-^ 
tion;  andt  though  cholera  has  only  been  observed  m  tWo 
instances  $  yet  other  complaints  of  the  alimentary  canal,  such 
as  diarrhceB,  dysentery,  enterodynia,  gastrodynia,  hepatalgia^ 
dyspepsia,  and  that  general  class  of  nervous  complaints,  under 
the  head  of  Asthenia,  which  is  connected  with  castric  derange- 
ment, have  been  unusually  numerous.  Perhaps  this  circumstance 
h  attributable  to  the  daily  vicissitudes,  which  the  sharp  north  and 
east  winds,  thut  have  commonly  prevailed,  produced  in  the  even- 
ingSf '  though  preceded  only  by  moderate  warmth  during  the  day. 
To  die  same  cause,  probably,  is  to  be  ascribed  the  great  num- 
ber of  those  ciitaneous  eruptions,  which  the  summer  usually  pro- 
ducesy  when  the  bodv  is  chilled,  after  being  heated  by  exercises 
carried  to  a  state  of  fatigue  and  perspiration;  all  the  cases  of  e- 
lythemiiy  roseola^  lichen,  urticarial  eczema,  herpes,  and  psori- 
asis, occurred  in  and  after  the  second  week  of  July. 

The  contagious  exanthemata  htift  prevailed  to  a  considierable 
extent  this,  summer.  In  the  month  ot  June,  the  measles  became 
'  very  general  amons  children  and  young  persona;  but,  as  is  usual 
in  mud  weather,  lul  the  cases  that  fell  under  our  notice,  with 
one  exception,  went  throng  their  course  without  any  very 
urgent  symptoms.  In  the  case  excepted,  the  prostration  of 
strength  at  the  close  of  the  eruption  was  considerable,  and  the 
fiding  efflorescence  became  mtermixed  with  a  crop  of  petechise. 
As  there  was  apparently  no  local  congestion,  however,  the  de- 
coction of  cinchona,,  with  snlphuric  acid,  and  a  Ijtile  wine,  was^ 
administered,  and  the  child  speedily  recovered.  In  general,  a 
sponlaneous  diarrhoea  occurred,  sometimes  on  the  second  day  of 
the  eruption,  and  sometimes  at  the  period  of  its  decline,  which 
contrU>uted,  as  is  usual,  *  to  ameliorate  the  severity  of 'the  fe-^ 
f>rile  symptoms:  where  it  did  not  appear  spontaneously,  a  laxa^ 

*  See  Dr  Willan's  Treatise  on  Cutaneous  Diseases,.  Oc^er  IM^ 
^.253. 
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tiVe  of  calomel  and  rbabarb  seemed  to  alleiHate  the  severity  of 
the  feven  In  some  cases,  however,  notwithstanding  the  dis-' 
ease  had  gone  tfarongh  its  course  in  this  modemte  way,  some, 
severe  symptoms  of  iocal  congestion  occurred  on  the  decline  of 
the  rash,  or  eVen  later  during  the  convalescence  of  (he  patients. 
A  severe  ear-ach  recurred  twice,  in  one  instance,  aftej^  the  rash 
and  fever  had  altogether  disappeared,  and  was  removed  by 
leeches.  The  Itmgs  suffered  from  a  similar  determination  of 
biood  in  odfer  instances ;  and,  where  active  remedies  were  o- 
mitted  to  be  used,  a  cough,  with  expectoration,  Remained  trou- 
blesome for  a  considerable  time;  but  it  readiJy  yielded  to  the  ope- 
ration of  leeches  and  blisters  in  the  commencement  of  the  attack; 
In  one  or  two  cases,  the  diarrhcea,  instead  of  a  temporary  and 
salutary  discharge,  became  chronic,  and  was  attended  with  a 
febricula,  parched  fips,  a  circumscribed  flush  on  the  cheeks* 
shrinking  of  the  features^  a  dry  skin,  and  much  debility*  Slight 
alteratives,  especially  the  hydrargyrus  cum  creta,  with  antimo* 
nials,  and  light  nourishment^  appeared  to  relieve  this  affection' 
in  a  short  time. 

The  chicken- poi^  was  also  prevalent  at  the  tome  time,  but  from^ 
its  mildneiss  it  seldom  becomes  an  object  of  attention  at  public 
institutions,  except  for  the  purpose  of  determining  its  nature. 
It  occurred  in  several  fixmiKes  of  respectability  in  the  nci^bour* 
hood  of  Russell  Square,  but  without  any  remarkable  symptoms;' 
except  that,  in  one  child,  on  the  evening  preceding  the  appear* 
ance  o^  the  vesicles,  an  universal  red  rasn  covered  the  skin,  ae* 
companied  with  extreme  heat  and  tinglingi  but  disappeared  be* 
ibre  morning)  when  the  varicella  came  out. 

The  smalPpox,  which  appeared  here  and  there  within  (he  dts«' 
trict  of  the  INspensary,  in  the  month  of  June,  has  unfohnna(e« 
ly  been  prevalent  to  a  great  extent,  perhaps  universallv  through- 
oat  the  metropolis^  in  the  two  succeeding  months,  and  continnet' 
to  swdl  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality.  It  itf  melancholy  to  reflect 
on  the  immense  proportion  of  the  children  of  the  lower  claitsrs 
that  are  exposed  to  the  infection  of  this  pestilence^  fn  conio- 
qnence  of  the  weak  prejudices  of  the  parents  against  the  securi- 
ty, or  the  salutary  nature,  of  vaccination.  The  influence  of 
these  prgudices,  we  have  been  sorry  to  observe,  has,  in  some 
instances,  extended  to  those  who  had  obtained  tlie  security  of 
taceination  for  their  elder  children  r  ind  in  solte  of  the  living 
evidence  daily  before  their  eyes,  had  produced,  in  some  a  careless 
sUte  of  doubt  or  indifference,  in  others  a  total  want  of  confi- 
dence in  it,  so  that  their  younger  in&nts  were  now  laboiiring 
nnder  smidl-pox.  All  the  cases  in  our  lU  recovered  i  but  wp 
heard  of  many  instances  of  fatality  5  aud  some  of  the  recant  bilk 
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of  mortality  have  exhibited  sixttf  deaths  by  small-poK  in  the 
week  !  Can  the  caricaturists^  and  pamphleteers,  aod  cow-pox 
chroniclers,  who  are  accessory  to  the  spreading  of  this  murder* 
oua  contagion,  atiil  complacently  urge  their  himane  plea,  that 
the  smaU-poa  is  a  mercifid  provision  of  Prqcidence  for  the  poor 
man^  by  diminishing  the  bwrthen  of  hi$  family !  * 

In  explanation  o?  one  or  two  terms,  in  the  foregoing  list,  it 
may  be  observed,  that  the  appellation  of  Rupia  waa  not  meU'* 
tioned  in  the  enumeration  of  genera  in  Dr  Willan'a  classifica-^ 
tion,  as  he  had  included  die  eruption  under  the  pustular  genus 
Ecthyma ;  but  as  it  is  vesicular  fai  the  commencement,  is  not  sur- 
rounded by  the  red  elevated  b^sci  and  is  covered  with  a  thin 
loose  scab,  in  which  circumstances  it  differs  from  ecthyma  in  ex« 
t^^  appearance,  though  it  coincides  in  those  of  its  origin  in 
many  cases,  he  intended  to  separate  it  under  tihis  title,  which  is^ 
derived  from  et^^r^,  sordes*  The  Herpes  proserpens  differs  from 
the  Herpes  circinans^  which  includes  shingles,  principally  in  the 
situation  and  line  of  its  march :-  instead  of  gpiqg  rou^nd,  or  en- 
circling the  limb,  it  proceeds  longitudinally  in  the  direction  of 
the  muscles,  by  successive  patches  of  vesicles.  This  is  invari- 
ably the  progress  of  herpes  affecting  the  extremities  ^  while  that 
of  the  trunk,  neck,  mouth,  and  eyelids,  encircles  the  parts  on- 
which  it  appears.  Under  the  head  of  syphiloid  tubera,  I  have 
put  dpwn  two  caaes  bf  an  eruption,  described  in  a  former  re- 
port, t  which  is  not  referable  to  any  of  Dr  Willan's  g^era  of; 
tubercles,  nor  does  it  properly  associate  with  the  scaly  diseases 
described  by  him.  It  is,  iiowever,,  very  uniform  in  its  appear-, 
ance,  insomuch  that  one  drawing,  which  I  procured  of  the  erup* 
don,  has  accurately  represented  all  the  other  cases  that  have  oc« 
curred  to  me.  If  farther  observations  c<Mncide  with-  those  al* 
ready  made,  I  shall  lay  the  cases  before  the  public. 

Several  of  the  examples  of  dysentery  and  diarrhoea  were  ac^ 
oompanied  with  severe  pains  in  the  belly,  recurring  in  paroxysm» 
at  short  intervals,  and,  after  continuing  in  this  way  a  few  aays, 
with  tension  and  tenderness  of  the  belly,  and  slight  feverishness. 
In  these  caaes  blisters  were  applied  with  little  or  no  benefit;,  but^ 
where  the  pains  and  tenderness,  were  very  great,  the  application 
of  leeches  to  the  abdomen  was  eminent^  useful.  Internally 
'small  doses  of  calomel  and  ipecacuanha,  or  antimonial  powder, 
combined  with  the  extract  of  poppy,  and  given  twice  a  day,  af- 


*  See  Mr  Birch's  "  Serious  Reasons  for  uniformly  opposing  Vac* 
ehiation.'*  1807. 
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lorded  great  alleviation  to  the  symptoms,  producing  a  discharge 
of  mu(3y  light-coloured  and  offensive  matter  from  the  boweb^ 
apparently  in  larger  quantity  than  the  whole  of  the  ingesta. 
Until  these  motions  assumed  the  colour,  consistence,  and  odout 
of  healthy  faeces,  or  became  highly  charged  with  a  dark  yellow- 
ish green  matter,  of  a  tarry  or  oleaginous  appearance,  (which 
jseemed  to  be  the  precursor  of  healthy  secretions),  the  symptoms 
were  riot  materially  relieved,  and  never  permanently.  In  on^ 
^ase,  which  had  commenced  as  cholera,  these  medicines  produ- 
-ced  only  partial  relief  j  and  delirium,  with  a  brown  dry  tongue, 
frequent  small  pulse^  prostration  of  strength,  and  other  typhoid 
symptoms  ensued,  and  terminated  fatally,  TL.  B, 

Bedford'Rcmj  Aug.  Sly  ISlJi. 


To  the  Editor  ojthe  Edinburgh  Medical  cmdChirurgicalJaumaL  • 

Sir,— My  attention  has  been  lately  called  to  an  article  in  your 
Journal,  containing  a  Review  of  Mr  Phillips's  Examiniition  of 
^he  last  edition  of  the  PhaFmacopceia  Londinensis,  the  perusal 
of  which  has  given  me  the  utmost  surprise.  Neither  ^ith  the 
opinions  of  the  reviewar  on  Mr  Phillips's  publication^  nor  with 
the  remarks  «pon  the  College  of  Physicians  have  I,  at  present, 
any  concern,  but  shall  confine  myself  entirely  to  some  reflections 
of  his  on  the  London  Society  of  Apothecaries. 

The  writer  informs  us  in  this  review,  **  That  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  «claims  a  little  move  attention,  not  for  appointing 
«  committee  for  the  purpotse  of  cooperating  with  the  College  in 
the  use  of  their  extensive  laboratory,  and  in  bringing  to  the  test 
of  that  sort  of  experiment  upon  a  large  scale,  which  coukl  alone 
render  the  suggestions  of  science  practically  useful,  the  several 


*  in  the  exercise  of  our  censorial  functions,  -it  is  our  earnest  en- 
deavour to  be,  at  all  times,  just  and  impartial ;  but  critics,  notwith- 
standing the  high  tone  which  they  consider  themselves  antborized  to 
assume,  are  not  infallible;  and  we  cannot  hope  that  we  have  never 
misunderstood  or  misrepresented  the  statements  and  opinions  pf  o- 
thers,  to  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  allude.  We  are,  however, 
always  ready  to  make  every  reparation  in  our  power,  when  we  know 
that  we  have  done  wrong,  and  to  give  publicity  to  any  proper  expla- 
nation or  reply  from  those  who  may  consider  themselves  injured  by 
our  remarks.  To  Mr  Field  we  return  our  thanks,  for  the  polite  and 
candid  manner  in  which  he  has  defended  the  worshipful  Company  of 
Apothecaries,  against  the  animadversions  contained  in  the  review  of 
|4.r  Phillips's  work,  inserted  in  Qur  last  Number. — Editor. 
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processes  which  were  cotDmunicated  by  the  O^D^ie ;  but  for 
grossly  irisieading  and  deceiving;  the  College,  and  for  openly 
contraTening  its  injunctions,  which  the  said  society  is  spedally 
bound  to  obey. 

'*  It  is  evident  that  the  worthy  Company  of  Apothecaries  did 
not  inform  the  College,  how  many  of  the  suggestions  of  science 
they  foand  to  be  improper,  extravagant,  or  absolutely  impracd- 
jcable ;  and,  jt  is  probable,  thev  pever  communicated  to  the  Col- 
lege the  processes  they  themselves  employed,  but  rather  carefol- 
ly  concealed  them,  as  precious  nostrums. " 

Such  is  the  fir$t  charge  brought  against  the  Society  of  Apf»the» 
caries-T-a  society,  who  have  hitherto  maintained  a  character,  both 
as  professional  men,  and  as  a  comipercial  cqmpany*  not  only  ir- 
reproachable, but,  I  had  almost  said,  above  suspicion. 

It  ^  ill  naturally  be  expected,  that  so  severe  an  accusation,  ns 
ihat  which  I  have  now  recited,  would  have  been  supported  by 
adr(]uate  evidence;  but  this  is  so  far  from  being  the  case,  that 
DO  ^shadow  of  proof  whatever  is  adduced  to  substantiate  it.  It  is 
well  known,  that  prejudice,  however  unfounded,  when  once  ex- 
cited in  the  public  mind,  is  frequently  with  difficulty  removed. 
I  should,  therefore,  think  myself  wanting  injustice  to  the  Society 
of  A}M>thecaries,  of  which  I  have  long  had  the  honour  to  be  a 
member,  if  I  were  to  be  silent  upon  an  occasion,  in  which  it  is 
completely  in  my  power  to  contradict  such  false  and  injurious 
statements ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  your  candour  will  readily 
consent  to  insert  this  letter  in  your  next  Journal,  that  the  refu- 
tation may  be  as  extensively  circulated  as  the  charge  has  been. 

Having  biien  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  to  ccmfer 
with  the  committee  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  for  the  purpose 
of  reforming  the  Pharmacopceia  Londinensis,  I  do  most  distinctly 
sitate  and  aver,  that  no  reservation  whatever  was  made  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee  of  Apothecaries  upon^  that  occasion,  but^ 
on  Uie  contrary,  they  felt  themselves  bound  by  every  sense  of 
propriety,  and  of  their  duty  to  the  public,  to  reply,  to  the  bestqf 
their  knowledge  and  ability,  to  ail  the  question^  put  to  them  by 
the  College  j  which  questioiis  were  generally  in  writing,  as  were 
also  the  answers  returned  by  the  committee,  and  may,  therefore, 
be  easily  referred  to.  At  the  frequent  conferences  which  took 
place  between  the  two  committees,  they  mtide  a  point  of  giving 
every  information  in  their  power,  that  could  tend  to  assist  the 
purpose  of  improving  a  work,  in  which  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity wns  much  interested ;  the  satisfactory  completion  of 
Tvbich,  I  will  venture  to  add,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  both 
^hc  Coilcge  of  Physicians  and  they  had  greatly  at  heart. 
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If  any  additional  evidence  should  be  esteemed  necessary  to 
confirm  my  assertion,  relative  to  the  cooperation  of  the  society, 
it  may  be  found  in  the  following  extract  from  the  preface  to  the 
Specimen  Pharmac.  Novae  Coileg.  Reg.  Medic.  Lpndin. 

Under  the  head  of  processes,  me  College  observe,  ^'  It  is  par- 
ticularly incumbent  upon  the  committee,  to  acknowledge  the  great 
advantage  they  have  derived  from  the  liberal  communications  of 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries^  with  respect  to  the  practice  of  their 
extensive  concern. " 

Let  me  here  guard  against  ^n  eiror,  which  the  review  writer 
appears  to  have  fallen  into,  namely,  that  of  imagining  an  equal 
d^ree  of  responsibility  to  be  attached  to  the  iSociety  of  Apothe- 
caries in  the  formation  of  the  Pharmacopeia,  as  to  the  College 
of  Physicians.  I  have  already  explained  the  part  which  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Apothecaries  took  in  the  business.  It  must  naturally 
be  expected,  that  the  College  w(Hild  reserve  to  themselves  a  final 
adjudication  respecting  the  several  articles,  about  which  they 
thought  it  right  to  take  the  opinions  of  others ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  while  their  judgment  might  direct  them  to  adopt 
some  of  the  suggestions  offered  to  tnem,  they  would  reject  o- 
thers  I  and,  indeed,  it  was  only  in  a  portion,  comparatively  small^ 
of  the  formulae  contained  in  t^e  Pharmacopoeia,  that  the  com% 
mittee  were  consulted. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  repel  the  first  charge  brought 
against  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  I  proceed  to  the  second 
ground  of  accusation,  which  your  reviewer  calls  the  **  worst  of 
all, ''  and  goes  on  to  say,  ^  Mr  Phillips  has  proved  that  Apothe- 
caries'  HaU,  from  which  every  practitioner  has  a  right  to  expect 
genuine  medicines,  prepared  strictly  according  to  &e  directions 
of  the  College,  is  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  spurious  and  in&rior 
articles. " 

This  is,  undoubtedly,  a  very  severe  accusation ;  and,  were  it 
founded  in  truUi,  such  conduct  would  justly  deserve  every  epi« 
thet  pf  reprehension  which  public  indignation  could  impose*  out 
that  this  accusation  is  not  true,  the  decided  opinion  ot  the  pubUe 
in  their  &vour,  derived  from  long  experience  of  the  general  ex* 
oellence  of  the  medicines  prepared  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  must 
be  condusive  evidence.  When  it  is  considered  that  these  me« 
dicines  traverse  the  four  quarters  of  the  giobe, — ^that  the  royal 
navy  has  been  supplied  with  them  for  more  than  a  century, — 
and  also  the  various  settlements  under  the  East  India  Company's 
jurisdiction, — that  a  great  propqrtign  of  those  medical  practi- 
tiofiers,  who  value  themselves  upon  .the  superiority  of  (heir  medir 
cines,  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  both  mcmbei*s  of  the  Society, 
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and  0ieii  uneonneeted  with  it,  give  a  preference  to  tbe  same 
xoedicines, — that  the  preference  of  such  men,  who  are  themselves 
competent  ludges,  is,  in  itself,  an  argument  of  great  weight. 
When  all  these  circumstances  are  duly  considered,  it  must  surely 
convince  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  nothing,  but  want  of  in- 
^nnation  upon  the  subject,  can  excuse  tbe  advancing  such  un«- 
founded  charges. 

As  the  reviewer,  however,  has  brought  forward  some  evidence, 
which  he  considers  a3  substantiating  this  accusation  of  furnishing 
apurious  and  inferior  articles,  it  wHl  be  right  to  examine  the  na- 
ture and  validity  of  his  proofs. 

He  begins  with  the  variations  in  specific  gravity  of  sevenJ 
medicines  prepared  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  compared  with  the 
same  articles  as  prepared  by  Mr  Phillips. 

*  In  almost  all  tne  articles  here  brought  forward,  the  variations 
are  extremely  small,  much  too  minute  to  be  of  any  consequence 
in  a  medicinal  view. 

When 'die  College  speaks  of  specific  gravity,  it  must  be  under'- 
stood  only  of  a  medium  gravity,  determined  by  the  result  of 
several  experiments,  and  not  as  a  fixed  point,  which  will  invari-i 
ably  occur  in  the  product  of  every  process,  *  even  when  coBduct^- 
cd  in  a  method  precisely  similar :  add  to  which,  that  tbe  smal)« 
est  variation  in  temperature  will  so  far  disturb  the  result,  as  to 
render  perfect  exactness  scarcely  attainable ;  nor,  if  attainable, 
would  it  be  of  the  Smallest  importance  either  to  tbe  physician 
Or  to  the  patient.  I  might  here  observe,  that  where  specific 
^;ravity  is  not  stated  by  the  College  as  a  test  of  tbe  perfection  of 
a  medicine,  an  operator  does  not  seem  to  be  under  an  obligation 
to  attend  minutely  to  that  circumstance.  If  he  is  satisfied  that 
he  has  used  the  Mst  materials,  and  faas«  iii  every  other  respect, 
strictly  attended  to  the  directions  given,  he  does  not  appear  liable 
to  censure  for  any  little  variation  in  gravitj'.  »'     • 

The  variation  m  specific  gravity  stated  to^  exist  in  Liquor  Am- 
monitt,  as  prepared  at  Apotliecaries'  Hall,  iand  in  the  same  article, 
as  prepared  by  Mr  Phillips,  is  the  only  difierence  'sufficiently  im^ 
portant  to  merit  particular  attention.  In  orde#  to  receive  an  ex*^ 
planation  of  this  circumstance,  it  must  be  recollected  ^  that- tbodgh 
It  is  admitted  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Soci^y  of  Apotbe^ 
Caries,  to  provide  every  medicine  directed  in  the  New  London 

I  » ■     ■  ■      * "  ■  ■ 

•  See  the  article,  Acidum  Aceticum,  in  Dr  Powers  translation, 
where  the  specific  gravity  is  stated  to  differ  from  1.007  to  1.0095.  • 
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Fharmacopcem,  they  are  by  no  means  to  be  considered  as  pi^ 
<diided  from  keeping  in  their  shop  every  former  preparation^  whkli 
the  public,  whether  professional  men  or  others,  may  think  it  r^^ 
to  employ.  Such  is  the  partiality  freoaently  discovereti  in  fiiTfNir 
of  remedies  to  which  we  have  been  long  used,  that  it  reqairH 
a  great  length  of  time  to  reconcile  us  to  new  medicines,  notwid^ 
standing  they  may  be  superior  to  the  old  ones,  both  in  ek^prndt 
«0d  efficiK^y.  Maily  ihstahces  might  be  adduced  in  proof  of  this : 
f«>«-To  mention  only  one.  The  old  Elixir  paregoricum  is  still  pre* 
ferred  by  many  to  Tinctura  opii  camphorata  of  the  former  Pnar« 
macopoeia,  and  to  the  Tinctura  camphors^  composita  of  the  r»r^ 
a^t.  All  the  three  articles  are,  therefore,  now  prcparea  at 
Apothecaries'  Hall. 

It  will  easily  be  conceived,  that  the  difference  in  the  strength 
of  the  Aqua  ammonise  purae  of  the  former  PharmacopoDia,  and 
the  Liquor  ammoniae  of  the  present,  mi^ht  induce  many  peraont 
to  prefer  the  former,  which  is  considerably  weaker  than  the  l<it« 
Cer,  as  more  convenient  for  use  in  the  division  of  doses.  This 
has  been  actually  the  case ;  and  though  both  of  them  arc  pre- 
pared for  sale  at  the  Hall,  very  little  of  the  latter  is  called  for,  in 
comparison  with  the  demand  for  the  Aqua  ammoniae  tHtrm, 
which  was  undoubtedly  the  article  purchased  by  Mr  Phillips  i 
and  the  difference  in  the  specific  gravity  of  these  two  prepara* 
lions,  suffidently  accounts  for  the  variations  observed  by  him. 

The  preceding  remarks  upon  the  old  and  new  preparations 
apply,  if  possible,  more  forcibly  to  the  acetous  solution  of  lead, 
of  the  former  and  present  pharmacopoeias.  The  colour  and  ge^ 
Derai  appearance  of  the  old  and  popular  remedy  of  Goulard's 
extract  are  too  well  known  to  permit  the  modern  Liquor  plumbi 
ecetatis,  which  is  much  paler  in  colour,  satisfactorily  to  supply 
ks  place. 

The  Liquor  ferri  alkalini  comes  next  under  obscrvaticm,  to 
which  Mr  Phillips  appears  to  have  given  a  decree  of  attention, 
more  proportional  to  its  novelty  as  an  article  of  medicine,  than 
to  it6  real  importance. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  when  this  preparation  was  first 
made  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  ia 
it  was  not  perfectly  understood,  and  the  composition,  in  conso- 
queiice  of  this,  was  incorrect.  It  happened  unfortunately,  that 
a  portion  of  this  imperfect  composition  was  procured  by  Mr 
Phillips,  for  the  purpose  of  experiment,  and  the  results  were 
very  probably  such  as  he  has  stated  in  his  publication.  The  er« 
ror  was,  however,  soon  discovered,  and  immediately  rectified; 
The  preparation  since  made,  is  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  an- 
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swers  cmrectly  to  the  application  of  the  several  testa  staled  by 
Mr  Phillips. 

I  the  reviewer  had  given  an  additional  extract  from  that  wri-^ 
ter,  which  tends  to  show  the  facility  with  which  the  directions 
kt  preparing  this  medicine  may  be  misunderstood,  it  would  have 
explained  this  circumstance  more  satis&ctorily.  The  extract  to 
which  I  refer  is  as  follows. 

<'  Upon  comparing  these  statements,  it  will  be  evidenti  that  the 
Mklution  procured  at  Apothecaries'  Hall  is  an  oxynitrate  of  iron, 
containing  much  nitric  acid  in  excess ;  probably  also  some  nitre.  I 
have  already  stated  that  the  alcali  now  ordered  is  more  than  requi- 
site to  saturate  the  acid,  although  not  sufficient  to  dissolve  the  oxyde 
of  iron  ;  the  medicine  which  1  have  just  described  must  therefore 
bave  been  prepared  by  increasing  the  quantity  of  acid,  as  advised  by 
Dr  Powell,  omitting  a  proportional  increase  of  alcali  to  saturate  it ; 
the  solution  of  iron  being  tlien  added  to  tliat  of  the  alcali,  until  no 
further  effervescence  ensued.  ** 

The  only  remainiog  article  requiring  our  notice,  is  Potassae 
supersttlphas,  which  is  seldom,  if  ever,  used  medicinally.  The 
quantity  procured  by  Mr  Phillips  from  Apothecaries'  Hall  seems 
to  have  been  incorrectly  prepared,  lliis  incorrectness  probably 
arose  from  the  diiBculty  which  he  himself  has  stated  to  attend 
the  process,  when  conducted  exactly  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  phatmacopoeia,  and  is  applicable  only  to  the  salt  procured  at* 
an  early  period  after  the  first  publication  of  that  book.  I  have 
examined  it  as  now  made  at  the  Sodety's  Laboratory,  and  have 
reason  to  believe  it  peifectly  accurate  in  its  composition. 

Haying  thus  endeavoured  to  explain  the  causes  <rf*  those  vari- 
ations in  the  cliemical  compositions  noticed  by  Mr  Phillips, 
from  what  he  discovered  in  the  same  articles  prepared  by  him- 
self; variations,  which  if  the  same  rigid  investigation  was  pursued 
to  detect  them,  would  be,  doubtless,  found  in  preparations  made 
at  diiierent  periods  of  time,  by  every  practical  chemist ;  I  have 
only  to  add,  that  being  personally  engaged  in  the  management  of 
that  very  important  department  of  the  business  of  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries,  which  relates  to  the  purchasing  of  drugs,  I  can» 
from  my  own  knowledge,  assert,  that  the  utmost  attention  is  gi- 
ven, at  all  times,  to  procure  die  best  articles  that  the  market  will 
afford,  without  any  regard  to  superiority  of  price ;  and  that, 
both  in  the  chemical  and  galenical  branches  of  that  extensive 
establishment,  every  possible  care  is  taken,  by  the  dailv  inspect 
pon  of  the  managers  during  the  processes,  that  they  shall  be  pro- 
i)ei  ty  conducted  $  which  in;»peclion  is  repeated,  previously  to  the 
pediclne  being  exposed  to  sale,  tofsccrtain  that  its  quality  ik  in 
/p)  cry  respect  free  from  defect. 
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A  writer,  residing  several  hundred  miles  from  the  metropolis, 
must  necessarily  be  unacquainted  with  these  circumstances :  but, 
liiough  this  ignorance  may  be  considered  as  a  very  sufficient 
reason  for  instituting  liberal  inquiry  and  ealm  investigation,  it 
can  never  be  admitted  an  apolc^y  for  indiscriminate  censure, 
and  unjust,  because  unfounded,  condemnation. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your,  &c. 

Henry  Field. 
Ckrisfs  Hospital^  London^  2lst  Aug.  1812. 
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Extracts  from  a  Letter  to  Dr  Duncan,  Jun.,  'written  by  a 

Physician  in  London. 

1.  Of  the  Sudden  and  unexpected  Deaths  in  the  Acute  Rheumatism. 

Probably  every  physician  of  long  and  extensive  practice  in 
this  country,  has  had  occurrences  of  death,  in  the  acute  rheuma- 
tism, after  being  in  a  state  of  delirium  for  a  few  hours,  or  some- 
times instantly,  without  any  symptoms  of  disease  previously.  In 
duch  cases  of  late,  there  has  been  found,  on  dissection,  inflamma-  y 
tion  of  the  heart ;  and,  however  inexplicable  the  sudden  death 
maybe  from  this  morbid  state,  still  many  persons  are  disposed  to 
believe  that  there  is  some  connexion  between  them ;  especially 
as,  in  some  instances,  the  symptoms  of  affection  of  the  heart  does 
subsist'  for  several  days,  or  longer,  before  death.  In  the  gout« 
sudden  and  unexpected  deaths  occur  still  oftener  than  in  the 
rheumatism ;  but  inflammatipn  of  the  heart,  perhaps,  has  not  been 
noticed,  which,  however,  is  quite  as  likely  to  occur,  and  be  the 
occasion  of  the  fatal  termination,  as  in  the  other  disease.  In* 
quiry  by  dissection  is  wanted  to  ascertain  this  point. 


2*  Of  different  Kinds  of  Fen  Miasmata. 

The  marsh  fevei's  and  the  disease  of  sheep  called  the  rot,  often 
prevailing  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  kinds  of  wet  land,  Dr 
HaiTison  concluded,  that  the  occasional  cause  was  similar  for 
both  diseases.  That  this  is  not  the  truth,  is  proved  by  the  ab« 
sence  of  the  disease  of  sheep  in  some  of  the  most  infested  dis- 
tricts with  fevers.  The  marsh  of  Chitiiey,  near  Rochester,  is 
one  of  the  best  sheep-pastures  in  England ;  the  rot  never  occurs 
in  it }  but  it  is  really  uninhabitable,  on  account  of  its  producing 
intermittent  and  remittent  fevers.  This  fact  seems  to  show,  that 
there  are  different  kinds  of  Qiiasmata  in  fens.  Also,  Dr  Harrison 
lias  lately,  proved,  that  the  rot  is  hot  occasioned  by  any  kind  of 
herb  eaten  by  the  animals,  for  they  became  diseased  with  th^ 
rot,  although  they  were  secured  against  the  effects  of  grass  food 
py  muzzling  thenu  .       '     ^ 
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S.  Of  the  great  Injury  tf  the  Brain^  without  Synpioms. 

It  k  tmc  that  a  considerable  suppuration  of  the  brain  with 
nacb  wattf  takes  place,  without  disordering  greatly  any  of  the 
^^  organs,  tiz.  little  increase  of  the  circulation,  no  dyspncea,  no  con- 
stipatioo  of  the  boweis,  no  pain  of  the  head,  no  iailare  of  the  ap- 
petite, nor  dehrium,  till  within  a  few  days  of  dissolution.  Dilata- 
tion of  the  pupils  was  observed  for  a  few  hours  at  times,  during 
three  weeks  before  death,  but  otherwise  the  sight  was  not  sheeted. 

4.  Erythema. 

A  person  has  been  uniformly  afiTected  with  erythema  of  the 
fiice,  during  the  last  six  or  seven  \ears,  every  time  he  opens  a 
botiio  cumaining  the  liquid  nitro- muriate  of  platina,  within  two 
or  tbroe  feet  di.stai)ce,  and  without  touching  the  face.  The  same 
eficrc  is  pro(i;;ced  by  opening  a  bottle  containing  dry  ammonia^ 
oxide  of  platina.  \(  the  smallest  particle  of  these  substances  be 
brought  into  contact  with  the  face,  even  the  fingers,  though 
they  be  c  irefully  wiped  after  touching  these  preparations,  if  they 
come  in  contact  with  the  face,  the  erythema  is  excited.  It 
spreads  rapidly  over  the  skin  of  the  face,  feeling  very  hot,  itching 
extremely ;  of  course,  occasioning  a  pale  rose-red  coloun  In  two, 
three,  or,  at  roost,  four  hours,  this  slight  disease  disappears. 
'Whetting  the  afiected  parts  wiih  cold  water,  frequently  gives 
great  relief,  and  especially  with  rectified  spirit  of  wine* 

5.  Of  the  Matter  of  ttdmonary  Tubercles. 

This  matter  is  certainly  not  glandular,  as  some  great  names 
have  asserted,  but  it  is  as  much  out  of  the  circulation  as  the  urine 
itself,  or  any  other  secreted  substance.  It  is  coagulated  lyfnph, 
at  \e»&X  it  has  many  properties  of  that  substance,  as  shown  by 
chembtry.  It  is  a  secreted  matter,  excited  by  a  great  number  of 
different  diseases,  analogous  to  the  occasional  causes  of  dropsy. 

Medical  Lectures  in  the  University  of  Edinbnr^. 

Pietetics  Materia  Medica,  and  1  f  8  {  Dr  James  Home. 

Pharmacy       ...      -        I     ^^  i 

•Practice  of  Physic  -      -        IniJ^I^''  Gregory 

Chemistry  &  Chemical  Pharmacy  f  ^,J^  |  10  [  Dr  Hope. 
Theory  of  Physic      -      •      -  " 

Anatomy  and  Surgery    - 

•  Theory  &  Practice  of  Midwifery   j  ^g' JJjJ;  J  ^'  } 

•Military  Sorgcry,  Monday,  Nov.  9,  by  Dr  Thomson. 
.Medical  Jurispi  adence,  Saturday,  Nov.  14,  by  Dr  Donca*?,  jun. 
«^aiural  History,  Wednesday,  Nor.  25,  by  Mr  Jameson*  " 


Dr  Duncan,  sen. 
Drs  Monro. 
To.  Nov.  10.  7   Dr  James  Hamil" 

ton. 


3$t2V  Mfdical  Lecfi&esm  S2S 

Clinical  Lectures,  on  the  Cases  of  Patients  in  the  Royal  Infiroiaijy 
by  Dr  Home  and  Dx  Rutherford,  Tuesday,  November  10,  at  4  o'clock 
afternoon. 

Clinical  Surgery  by  Mr  Rii^ssell,  on  Monday,  November  2,  at  5 
P.M. 

Practical  Anatomy,  under  the  supe(intendance  of  Ih  Monro,  jiio. 
who  will  also  give  a  course  of  Morbid  Anatomy. 

During  the  Summer  S^ssion^  Lectures  tvill  be  given  on  thefiUxmng 

Branches  of  Education, 

Botany,  by  Dr  Kutherford. 
Midwifery,  by  Dr  Hamilton. 

Clinical  Lectures  on  Medicine,  by  Dr  Duncan,  sen. 
^    . .        on  Surgery,  by  Mr  Russell. 


On  the  <24th  of  June,  the  Senalns  Academicus  of  the  Unlvcr* 
dty  of  Edinburgh  conferred  the  d^pgree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine 
on  the  following  genllemen,^  after  having  gone  through  the  ap- 
pointed examinations,  and  pu))]icjy  defended  their  respective  in-« 
augural  dissertations*  ' 

From  EifOLAND^ 

James  Barry,  J)e  Merocele, 

Henry  Stephens  Beicombe,  De  Fehre  Hecttca, 

Andrew  Boutfiower,  De  Vvinerihus  PraUo  inJRctis. 

John  ChuTton,  D^  Sanguine  Mittendo, 

Joseph  Collier  Cockworthy.  {^^K^^^MoTwr-S!'''^ 

John  Dick,  De  Ossium  Absorbentis. 

Marshall  Hall,  De  Febribus  iHordinatia, 

Jonathan  Mercer  M*CuUoch,  De  Malis  Icto  Capite  exort(s, 

George  Wallis,  De  Motu  Musculorum, 

Francis  Whaley,  De  Febribus. 

Richard  Williams,  De  FIuxh  Hamorrhoidali, 

From  Wahs, 

Francis  James  Hughe^  De  Calm  Usu  in  Agrii^uUura^ 

James  C.  Jones,  De  Anginq  Pectoris, 

From  IkELAND, 

William  John  Bell,  D^  Typho. 

William  Campion,  De  Tetano, 

James  F  Carrol  \De  Fabrica  et  Functionilus  Pulmo-* 

*  \     num, 

Henry  Clements,  De  Apoplexia, 

Samuel  Forbes  Crawfordi  De  Scarlatina* 

John  Foley,  De  Diabete. 


5iS 


Graiua^cm  at  Edinburgh  in  181?. 


Oct; 


Victor  HervieWy 
Henry  Irwtn, 
Samuel  Lindiay, 
Thomas  Putnam  MK^abe, 

WflUam  Ryan, 

TlioiDas  Charlton  Speer, 

George  Barclay, 
William  BelU 
Alexander  Hannay, 
Richard  Kellet, 
Neil  Maxwellf 
John  Robertson, 
William  Robertson^ 
Robert  Sanders^ 
David  ScoU^ 

John  Smitht 

James  Watson, 

John  William  Watson, 

James  Weir, 


Colin  CarapbelU 
Augustus  E.  Dalzelly 


De  Tetano. 

De  Fulneribtts  SdopUicis: 

De  Senectute. 

De  Rubeola. 
jDe  Quarundam  Arieriarum  in  Car* 
\     pore  Humano  Distributione, 

De  Natura  Aqua* 

From  ScoTiAHt). 

De  Eryupelate. 

De  Difsenieria, 

De  Apoplexia  Sanguinea. 

De  Pneumonia, 

De  Hepaiitide. 

De  U$u  et  Effectibus  Arsenici, 

De  Dyienteria, 

De  Angina  Pectoris. 

De  Genere  Mucoso. 
jDe  UtUitate  Marborum  Naturam  Ca^ 
\     daverilnu  Sectis  esplorandL 

De  Hydrotharace* 

De  Dyspepsia. 

De  Angina  Pectoris* 

Pram  Jamaica. 
De  Icterom 


James  Garden, 
Andrew  Kennedy, 

William  Bruce, 
James  Mouat, 

Nicholas  C.  Pitta, 


From  Bammudas. 

De  Vestitu  Lanecf. 

From  St  Croix, 
De  Rubeola, 
De  Hydrophobia* 

From  East  Indiss,  • 

De  Pkthisi  Pulmonali* 
De  Inflammatione. 

From  Madeira, 

De  CoeU  Effectu  in  Genus  Humanum. 

And^  on  the  12th  of  September,  the  sam^e  honour  was  con-^ 
ferred  on  the  following  Gentlemen. 

From  EifGtAifD. 

De  Febre  Valacriensi, 
De  Scarlatina. 

From  Irriand, 

De  Hepafe  et  Bilis  Secretione,' 

De  Typho  Icterode, 

De  Apople:tia, 

D^  Phthisi  PulmonalL'   * 


John  Pickering, 
John  Wardell, 

Richard  Grattan, 
John  Morrison, 
Hubert  Prendergast, 
Witlkm  Young, 


W<*  GruAtoHonSfllEdiiiburgliininf.  ggi 

^  -         ,      ^ ,  _  From  SeoTzjiTD. 

Alexander  Aitkai,  De  T^ho  Gra'dore.       ' 

WJham  Bowie,  2)e  A^hmate. 

m^uJ^i^'''''^'  ^'  HydrotJiorace. 

Bichard^&nnot,  De  Chorea. 

George  WaddeJ,  De  Febre  IniermUente. 

From  Sx  dtoix. 

John  Leslie  Hunt,  I^<^  Intemperantia^  et  praserHm  de 

t     EMetate. 
From  BkAzjL* 

Marciano  Pereira  Sibeiro,  5  ^  Natura  Creairice  fuam  De^ruc* 

Z     trice  Rerum^ 

Qfienes  in  regard 4o  the  cmpmnHve  Qmntitiesif  Nmriskment  „^rd. 

The  foHowinc  (queries,  which  have  a  reference  to  a  scale  of  niitri. 
ment,  contained  in  a  communication  presented  by  Mr  Pitt  of  re^ 
rjmgham  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  were  transmhtS  by  Se  rPX' 
Honourable  Resident,  to  the  Editor,  who  hopes,  by  insSrS 

SrS^  •  *°  ^"""'^  *^  '"P*"*^*  ^~*  to^Sl^ey  a^ 

It  would  be  very  desirable  to  form  some  idea  of  the  rtlatire  vaW> 
rftfie  vanous  articles  of  human  food,  produced  from  arable  in^SS 

ard  and  dmdmg  it  mto  a  hundred  parts,  the  scale  to  be  both  Cnl 
wards  and  downwards;  and  for  that  purpose  to  procure  L«lLa^ 
tory  answers  as  possible,  to  the  following  queries.  s«t«i>tac 

1.  What  is  the  diflFerence,  in  point  of  nutriment,  between  a  pound 
ton^-vtaT?  '  "  ^°^'*  °^  «'e'age  beef-porklS 

2.  Is  it  a  fair  calculation,  that  one  ponnd  of  good  butcher  meat  « 

on  an  average,  e^l  to  two  pounds  of  good  wheaten  bread  "     '    * 

■  3.  Do  you  thmk  that  two  pounds  of  fresh  milk  are  equal,  as  fo<«r 
for  roan,  to  one  pound  of  wheaten  bread  ?  ^     '         ^ 

eL  me«r*  °^^*^  ^"*^^  *^"*''  '"  P*^'  °^  nutriment,  to  but- 

5.  Is  butter  twice  as  nutritive  as  meat  I 

6.  When  wheat  weighs  60  Jib.  ner  bushpl    iImic  ;♦  -*«  j 

48  lib.  of  flour  and  l#lib.  of  bran'and  pXdf*Sd  wLf^^^^^ 
of  flour,  when  baked,  produce  60  lib.  of  bread  >  '^• 

of  Lidr  ^'"'^  <^  8°«*  •"«  «q"»l »  nourisliment  to  half  a  poa«| 

nuttel  ^  **  *^""'^  ^"-""^  ^"'^y  "*  ''^»'  «  point  of 

9.  What  between  wheat  and  oats  ?  ♦ 

10.  What  IS  the  difFerence,  in  point  of  nutriment,  between  wh««f*t* 
flour,  and  pease  meal,  or  bean  meal  >  "ciween  wneatenr 


I 

Sn  HtmBdjffir  CaJadims  CaiigaHabdu  QdL 

LtUtrJrtm  the  Right  Horn,  Sie  Josk  Sinclair,  BarU  to  the  Presto 
demi  <^ihe  CvUrge  ^  Physiciafu  at  Edinburgh^  on  the  Remedt/  ItUdy 
ducoeeredfofr  Calculous  ComplaintSm 

SIR, — I  am  persuaded  that  you  will  concur  with  me  »  opinion, 
that  there  are  no  complaiota,  incident  to  mankind,  for  which  it  i» 
more  desirable  to  discover  a  care,  or  even  a  safe  and  effectual  means 
of  prcrenting,  than  those  of  a  cidculous  nature.  The  miseries  fdfr 
by  those  who  are  afflicted  with  the  stone  or  grarel,  are  dreadful  be- 
yond description ;  and  any  cure  effected' by  surgical  operation  is  not 
only  of  a  nature  peculiarly  severe^  and  ofbep  faud,  but  does  not  al- 
ways prevent  a  repetition  of  the  coinplainL  It  is  with  much  plea- 
sure, therefore,  that  I  call  the  attention  of  the  respectable  Body  over 
whom  you  preside,  to  the  means  which  have  be«i  recently  diseover- 
ed,  by  which  calculous  complaints  may,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope, 
1^  prevented  from  proving,  in  future,  so  fer^iidahte  »  source  of  hu- 
lOan  misery. 

The  paper,  printed  in  the  Philosophical  TraiKMicrioos,  An.  1S1(H 
entitled,  '*  Observations  on  the  Effects  of  Magoesia  lA  preveatkig  alt 
iucreased  formation  of  the  Uric  Acid,  "  wr^Q  by  Mr  William  T. 
Brande,  is  the  first  suggestion,  so  far  as  my  information  reaches  ihei; 
has  been  published,  recommending  magnesia  as  an  antidote  to  the 
formatbn  of  stone  or  graveK  -    * 

The  inquiries  of  that  eminent  surgeon,  Mr  Home,  into  the  funcw, 
tions  of  the  stomach,  and  his  discovery  that  liquida  pass  from  the 
cardiac  portion,  iiitp  the  circulation  o£  the  blood,  (Philosc^ieal 
Transactions,  April  1S08),  led  him  to  consider,  that  the  generality 
of  calculous  complaints  might  possibly  be  prevented,  by  introducing 
into  the  stomach,  such  substances  as  are  capaUe  of  preventing  the 
formation  of  uric  acid  ;  and  that  this  mo4e  of  treatment  would  have 
many  advantages  over  the  usual  method,  which  consists  in  attempt-* 
ing  to  dissolve  the  uric  acid  after  it  is  formed* 

He  consulted,  it  would  appear,  Mr  Hat^hett,  on  the  substance 
most  likely  to  produce  this  effect ;  and  thi^t  respectable  chemist  con- 
curred with  him  in  opinion,  that  magnesia,  from  its  insolubility  in 
water,  was  peculiarly  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  as  it  would  re- 
main in  the  stomach,  until  it  should  combine  with  any  acid,  or  be 
carried  along  with  the  food' to  the  pylorus. 

^  These  gentlemen,  anxious  to  have  a  complete  investigation  of  a 
subject  so  peculiarly  interesting,  requested  Mr  Brande  to  assist  then^ 
in  the  prosecution  of  it ;  and  many  opportunities  having  occurred  of 
carrying  on  the  inquiry,  during  an  attendance  on  patients  afflicted 
with  calculous  complaints,  the  results  of  their  joint  labours  were 
communicated  to  the  Royal  Society  in  the  important  paper  I  hsve 
alluded  to,  which  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  consideration  of 
^  every  medical  person,  who  may  have  patients  afflicted  with  such 
complaints  under  his  care. 

As  calculous  matters  are  not  uniformly  of  the  same  descripdon, 
It  is  certainly  desirable  to  ascertain,  by  the  assistance  of  some  medi- 
cal person,  the  specific  nature  of  the  complaint  With  which  any  iodi*' 
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iridual  Js  afflicted ;  but  being  anxious  that  those  who  are  at  a  dis- 
tance from  medical  aid,  or  who  cannot  perhaps. afford  to  procure  it»' 
should  be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  this  new  discovery,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  applying  to  Mr  Branc^e  for  a  short  statement  of  the  man- 
tier  in  which  th^  remedy  ought  in  general  to  be  applied ;  and  he» 
with  that  Uberality  which  belongs  to  true  genius,  ha^  funushed  me 

with  the  following  particulairs. 

•  ...  .  . 

**  The  best  method  of  givin^^  the'  maignesia  is  in  plain  water,  or 
milk,  to  be  taken  in  the  morning  e^ly,  and  at  mid*day.  If  the 
stomach  is  weak,  and  this  produces  flatidency,  or  uneasy,  sensations, 
some  common  bitter,  such  as  gentian,  may  be  taken  with  it:— if  it 
purges,  a  little  opium  may  be  added. 

''  llie  mode  in  which  magnesia  operates  in  preventing  the  forma- 
tion of  stone  or  gravel,  Mr  Brande  believes  to  be,  by  preventing  the 
formation  of  acid  in  the  stomach. 

"  Where  there  is  ^  stone  actually  formed  in  the  bladder,  it  is  of 
advantage,  (if  the  case  is  a  proper  one  for  the  use  of  magnesia),  by 
preyentiAg  the  increasing  in  size. 

**  The  dose  of  magnesia  must  entirely  depend  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  its  case — generalhy  five  grains;  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  to 
children  below  ten  years  of  age;  fifteen  and  twenty  grains  to  adults. 

<*  Mr  Brande  has  always  giten  dommott  magnesia.  The  calcin- 
ed may  occasionally  be  used  with  advantage.  Any  omission  of  the 
remedy  for  a  time  must  entirely  depend  on  the  ^tate  of  the  patient. 

**  In  regard  to  diet,  no  particular  regimen  is  necessary.  Animal 
food  may  be  taken  in  the  same  quantities,  aind  of  the  same  sorts  as 
usual.  The  patient  dioi;ild  avoid  strong  wines,  such  as  Port  and 
Madeira,  and  indeed  should  abstain  from  pure  wine  altogether. 
Spirits  should  not  be  taken  in  any  form.  Lemons  and  vinegar  need 
not  be  absolutely  avoided,  unless  the  bowels  .are  too  open.  Oranges 
and  other  fruits,  when  ripe,  may  be  taken.  " 

Th^e;  is  6very  reason  to  hope,  from  the  success  that  has  already 
attended  the  application  of  this  remedy  in  various  cases,  that  it  may. 
prove  an  effectual  means  of  preventing  the  greatest  proportion  of 
calculous  complaints  ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  foresee,  to  what  a  state' 
of  improvement  it  may  yet  be  brought,  in  the  course  of  further  ex- 
perience, when  the  attention  of  a  number  of  able  and  learned  men 
(as  I  trust  will  be  the  case)  is  directed  to  its  application. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  disorder  to  which  mankind  is  liable,  for  which' 
nature  has  not  provided  some  remedy,  or  at  least  some  rpeans  of  al% 
leviation,  though,  in  both  respects,  much  remains  to  be  learnt ;  and 
any  discovery  that  can  be  serviceable  in  calculous  complaints,'  from 
the  infinite  distress  they  occasion,  must  prove,  in  a  peculiar  manner,' 

gratifying  to  every  real  friend  to  the  happiness  of  th6  human  race. >' 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,- 

Your  hun^ble  and  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  SINCLAIR.' 

if.  Old  Bnrlington  Street,  7tli  May,  1S12l 

VOt.  wn.  NO.  3^.  L  V 


,.  « 


jjO  iMtJom  tecttttes.  <5ct.  181*. 

St  GEO«a»'8  Hospital,  and  Great  George  Street,  i*«f«^ 
wJ^-kTia  ftnt  week  of  October  ^  commence  a  course  of 

SS;.  oa  the  Practice  of  Physic.  f^r»^*^cs^^Ch^^7j. 
toSTLctuW  Room.  Ho/9.  Grdit  George  Street.  Hano^ 
&o«e  (fem6^  fri»m  Leicester  Sqaare),  at  the  usual  rnommg 
SmT  ilit  The  inedical  lectures  at  eight,  and  *«  chemical  at  a 


i-ior  nkvuefiMi  of  St  George's  Hospital,  oi  nie  '^y^y^"^ 
rfPh^SSatc  A««£iskeptofDrPfearsou^Q.^» 
St  Geiiw^rHospital,  aa3  an  account  is  given  of  Aem  every 
Saturday  moming,  al  a  cHnical  fccture,  at  nme  o  ckwk. 

London  Hospital.  , 

Dt  Buxton's  autumnal  course  of  Lectures,  on  the  Practice  rt 
Medicine,  wiO  be  commenced  oa  Thursday  raprning,  1st  Veto- 
ber.  at  11  o'clock. 

Dr  CiX)UGH  win  commence,  early  i>  October  next,  hj  An- 
tumnal  Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Spienee  of  Midwifery,  inclnd^ 
ins  the  Diseases  of  Wopii?n  and  Infants,  rt  his  boose.  No.  68, 
Bond  Street,  London.  Stiidents  who  are  propetljF  qualified, 
wiU  be  amply  proTided  with  cases  to  attend  in  wtoUon,  wtncfr 

tionf  Their  5cwa  also  wilt  be  greaUy  fo'^'^d®*  >?  ^ ^S 
]^aminati0DS  ttf  the  preceding  Leetwres,  timely  not^e  ol^wbicfe 
will  be  givM  in  most  of  the  Morning  and  Evening  PaperSi 

Dr  Merriman,  Physix?ian- Accoucheur  to  tfie  Middlesex  Hos- 
pital,  and  the  Westminster  General  Dispensary,  wiH  begin  a 
Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  bf  Midwifery, 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  on  Monday,  Octo- 
ber  12th,  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 

The  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London  have  adjudged  Ure 
Jacksonian  Prize  for  the  year  181 1,  to  Mr  Joseph  Hodgson  ot 
BucUersburv,  London,  for  his  Dissertation  on  the  Diseases  o 
Arteries  and  Veins,  comprising  the  Treatment  of  Aneurisms  and 
Wounded  Arteries. 

Commuiiicadons  from  Mr  Food  and  Mr  Prin©»  and  an  anotoymous  oae  from 
f*i«ley,  wem  received  too  Ute  for  insertion  in  the  pTesent  Number;  also* 
I-etter  from  Mr  WiUtina  of  Ferrybridge,  to  whom  the  Editors  retarn  theif 
thank*  for  his  admonitions. 


Colli  ^"**»«nications  may  bo  addressed  to  the  Editors,  to  the  cafe,  of  M« 
iondut*^  *  ^^'  Edinburgh ;  Messrs  LoK omam,  Homt,  Rees,  Owtt &  Bro^ 

-^"don;    ^d  GIX.BEKT  &  flODOES.    DubUu. 

^^  -XXJC//Z  mil  be^bluhed  on  Uie  Ut  of  Januarr^  1813, 
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